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PREFACE. 


_ The work of preparing the records of the war for ‘public use was © 
r begun, under the resolution of Congress of May 19, 1864, by Col. E. D. 
- Townsend, assistant adjutant-general, U. 8. ony (then in charge 
of the Adjutant-General’s Office, and subsequently the Adjutant- 
General), who caused copies to be made of reports of battles on file 
in his office and steps to be taken to collect missing records. 
- Under the provisions of joint resolution of July 27, 1866, Hon. Peter 
_H. Watson was appointed to supervise the preparation of the records 


and to formulate a plan for their publication, but he performed no 


service under this appointment, which expired July 27, 1868, by limi- 
tation. This resolution having also repealed the former one, the 
project was suspended for the time being. 

The first decisive step taken was the act of June 23, 1874, providing 
the necessary means ‘‘ to enable the Secretary of War to begin the 
publication of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, both 
_ of the Union and Confederate Armies,” and directing him ‘to have 
- eopied for the Public Printer all reports, letters, telegrams, and gen- 

eral orders, not heretofore copied or printed, and properly arranged 

in chronological order.” Appropriations have been made from time 
_ to time for continuing such preparation. Under this act the prelimi- 
nary work was resumed by General Townsend. 

Subsequently, under meager appropriations, it was prosecuted in 
a somewhat desultory manner by various subordinates of the War 
Department until December 14, 1877, when the Secretary of War, 
perceiving that the undertaking needed the undivided attention of 
a single head, detailed Capt. Robert N. Scott, Third U. 8. Artillery 
(subsequently major and lieutenant-colonel same regiment), to take 
charge of the office. 

The act of June 23, 1874, enlarged upon the first scheme of publi- 
cation. On this more comprehensive basis it was determined that the 
volumes should inelude not only the battle reports, correspondence, 
etc., in possession of the War Department, but also “‘ all official docu- 
ments that can be obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of 
any historical value.” Colonel Scott systematized the work, and, 
upon his recommendation, the Secretary of War approved the follow- 
ing order of publication: 

The first series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Confederate, 
of the first seizures of United States property in the Southern States, and of all 
military operations in the field, with the correspondence, orders, and returns 


relating specially thereto, Pork a 154g is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 
iGo! 
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In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns and sev- 
eral theaters of operations (in the chronological order of events), and the Union 
reports of any event will, as a rule, be immediately followed by the Confederate 
accounts. The correspondence, etc., not embraced in the es reports” proper will 
follow (first Union and next Confederate) in chronological order. 

The second series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns, 
Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so far as the military 
authorities were concerned) to state or political prisoners. 

The third series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns of 
the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with the Confederate offi- 
cials) not relating specially to the subjects of the first and second series. It will 
set forth the annual and special reports of the Secretary of War, of the General- 
in-Chief, and of the chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls 
for troops, and the correspondence between the National and the several State 
authorities. ; 

The fourth series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and returns 
of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the Union officials, 
as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence between the Union and 
Confederate authorities given in that series. 


The first volume of the records was issued in the early fall of 1880. 
The act approved June 16, 1880, provided ‘‘for the printing and bind- 
ing, under direction of the Secretary of War, of 10,000 copies of a com- 
pilation of the Official Records (Union and Confederate) of the War of 
the Rebellion, so far as the same may be ready for publication, during 
the fiscal year;” and that ‘‘of said number 7,000 copies shall be for the 
use of the House of Representatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the 
Senate, and 1,000 copies for the use of the Executive Departments.” 
Under this act Colonel Scott proceeded to publish the first five volumes 
of the records. * 


*All subsequent volumes have been distributed under the act approved August 
7, 1882, which provides that : 
- “The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be dis- 
tributed as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now 
provided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War 
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three 
hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza- 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceed- 
ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one, of 
such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are 
published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele- 
gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those 
heretofore published they have forwarded tosuch addresses. The remaining copies 
of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of 
publication with ten per cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address, the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
Delegates who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate athe 
libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary e 


i of War shall report to the 
first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore 


published have not been furnished to such libraries. organizations, and individuals 
He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.” 


ee 


: March 2. 1889, it was provided— 


_ That hereafter the preparation and publication of said records shall be conducted, 
under the Secretary of War, by a board of three persons, one of whom shall be 
an officer of the Army, and two civilian experts, to be appointed by the Secretary of 

_ War, thecompensation of said civilian experts to be fixed by the Secretary of War. 


The Secretary of War appointed Maj. George B. Davis, judge-advo- 
cate, U. 8. Army, as the militarymember, and Leslie J. Perry, of Kan- 


sas, and Joseph W. Kirkley, of Maryland, as the civilian expert mem-. 
_ bers of said board. The board assumed direction of the publication 


at the commencement of the fiscal year 1889, its first work beginning 
with Serial No. 36 of Vol. XXIV. y 

July 1, 1895, by direction of the Secretary of War, Maj. George W. 
Davis, Eleventh U. 8. Infantry (subsequently lieutenant-colonel Four- 
teenth U. 8. Infantry), relieved Maj. George B. Davis as the military 


member and president of the Board of Publication. Subsequently 


Col. Fred C. Ainsworth, Chief of the Record and Pension Office, War 
Department, was appointed the military member and president of the 
board, relieving Lieut. Col. George W. Davis June 1, 1898. 
December 1, 1898, under the provision of the sundry civil act of 
July 1, 1898, relative to the War Records Office, the Board of Publi- 


’ cation was dissolved, whereupon, by direction of the Secretary of 


War, the continuance of the work, beginning with Vol. VI, Series II, 
devolved on Colonel (now Brigadier-General) Ainsworth. 

By operation of law (contained in ‘‘An act making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900,” approved February 24, 
1899), the War Records Office was merged into the Record and Pen- 
sion Office, July 1, 1899, and since that date the work of publication 
has been conducted under the supervision of the chief of that office. 

Each volume includes a copious index, and for the further conven- 
ience of investigators there will be, in addition, a separate general 
index to the entire set. 

Nothing is printed in these volumes except duly authenticated con- 
temporaneous records of the war. The scope of the compiler’s work 
is to decide upon and arrange the matter to be published; to correct 
and verify the orthography of the papers used, and, wherever deemed 
necessary, to add a foot-note of explanation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, REPORTS, AND RETURNS OF 
THE CONFEDERATE AUTHORITIES FROM JANUARY 1, 
1864, TO THE END. 


[JANUARY 2, 1864.—For Forrest to Cooper, in relation to raising 
troops in West Tennessee, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part II, p. 512. 7] 


[JANUARY 2, 1864.—For memorial signed by General Cleburne and 
others, in relation to freeing the slaves ‘and enlisting them as soldiers, 
with resulting correspondence, see Series I, Vol. Tlf. Part II, pp. 586, 
593, 594, 596, 598, 606, 608. | 


GENERAL see ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 1. Richmond, January 4, 1864. 

J. If immediately after the death of an officer there be no family 
connection or legal representative present to whom the officer charged 
by the Ninety-fourth Article of War with securing his effects may 
deliver them, he will turn them over, under the provisions of para- 
graph III, General Orders, No. 67, 1863, to the quartermaster of the 
regiment or post, as the circumstances may indicate to be proper. 

II. Surgeons or assistant surgeons in charge of hospitals will, upon 
the death of a soldier in hospital, furnish the Second Auditor of the 
Treasury a statement from their rolls showing the last payment pre- 
ceding his death made to such soldier. 

By order: 

Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 4, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 
Str: The letter of His Excellency Governor Brown,* transmitting 
to you the resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 
declaring— 


That believing it to be the constitutional right of all soldiers who went from 
Georgia through the agency of the State to elect their regimental, battalion, and 


* See Vol. II, this series, p. 1062. 
(1) 
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company officers, we request our Re resentatives in Congress, as a proper appre- 
neon of the patriotic devotion, oatonee, and toil of our gallant soldiers in big 
sanguinary struggle for independence, to use their zealous efforts to be we a 
the earliest practicable day, such a change in existing Confederate laws ae sha 
secure the right of all regiments, battalions, and companies 1n the Confederate 
service from this State to elect all their regimental, battalion, and company 
officers, 


has been referred by you to this Department, and has been respect- 
fully considered. This claim was presented by His Excellency to this 
Department in several communications, which are submitted, together 
with the response of the Department to the claim as made by him. 
His Excellency does not deny that the action of this Department 
has been in accordance with the legislation of Congress, and tliis 
Department has not considered it to be its duty to vindicate to him 
at large that legislation as being in accordance with the Constitution. 
It is proper, however, for it to say that it did not entertain doubt on 
the subject, and had no seruple in conforming its administration to 
the will of Congress. 
Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 4, 1864. 
Hlis Excelleney Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 29th ultimo, with the resolutions of the Leg- 
islature of North Carolina relative to impressments in that State, 
has been received.* The Department has taken the utmost care, by 
its general orders and by its instructions in writing and otherwise, to 
mitigate as far as practicable the evils consequent upon the execution 
of the law relative to impressment. These orders provide that neces- 
sary supplies which any person may have for the consumption of 
himself, his family, employés, slaves, or to earry on his ordinary 
mechanical, manufacturing, or agricultural employments, shall not 
be impressed, and until further orders, which will not be given unless 
under imperative exigencies for the supply of the Army, not to 
impress necessaries of subsistence to man owned by producers in 
transitu to market, or after arrival at market, unless retained an 
unreasonable time from sale to consumer. The seventh section of the 
act of Congress of 26th of March last, which has been published as a 
part of the instructions, requires that the supplies to be exempt as 
family supplies shall be ascertained by appraisers, and that the judg- 
ment of the appraisers is to be conclusive on the impressing officer. 
Each citizen claiming to hold the property impressed for his family sup- 
ply is entitled to claim the benefit of an appraisement and to designate 
one of the appraisers who shall act with an appraiser to be appointed 
by the impressing officer, and who is entitled to aid in the selection 
of an umpire in case of their disagreement. The Department has 
enjoined upon the Commissary Department that the power intrusted 
to it should be employed with discrimination and eare, and that all 
the directions of the act of Congress and of this Department for the 
execution of the act should be scrupulously fulfilled. This Depart- 
ment is constantly employed in correcting irregularities in the execu- 


*See Vol. II, this series, p. 1066. 
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tion of these regulations, and the eleventh section of the act furnished 


a remedy to every citizen aggrieved. In the report from this Depart- 
ment which has been submitted to Congress, a copy of which is sent 
to Your Excellency with this letter, you will find a statement of the 
difficulties under which the Government labors in providing for the 
Subsistence of the Army, and how much of the evils complained of is 
the result of inexorable necessity.* The Department has heretofore, 
and will in the future exert itself to confine these evils within the 
exact limits of that necessity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 2. Richmond, January 5, 1864. 


For the information of all concerned, and to correct prevalent mis- 
apprehension, it is announced that there exists no mandatory provis- 
ion of law securing to enrolled conscripts the right to choose in what 
company or regiment they will serve. They cannot be assigned to 
companies from other States, and in general their wishes are to be 
consulted as to the choice of companies, where no considerations for 
the good of the service intervene to prevent compliance. Assign- 
ments once made by commandants of conscripts in good faith, in the 
exercise of their discretion, will not be considered as fit subjects for 
complaints. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


AN ACT to continue in force an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the compen- 
sation of certain persons therein named,” approved May the first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the compensation of certain 
persons therein named,” approved May the first, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three, which, by its own limitation, would expire on the 
first of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, be, and the same 
is hereby, continued in force until the first of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-five. 

Approved January 6, 1864. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, January 6, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: Unless the planting interest in the South can be carried on 
successfully the armies of the Confederacy cannot be supported. 
Without iron the planting interests cannot be profitably carried on. 


* See Vol. II, this series, p. 990, 
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Alabama has an immense quantity of iron ore, and many of her peo- 
ple are making iron, but all or nearly all have contracts with the 
Confederate Government to deliver all they make to the Government 


authorities. The consequence is that the planters, even in the best — 


iron regions of the State, cannot get enough iron to make and repair 
their agricultural implements. Now, sir, the object of this communi- 
eation is to ask that the contractors be authorized to sell to planters 
some of the iron they make. I have numbers of letters showing the 
necessity for such instructions to your contractors and agents. It is 
useless to enlarge on a subject which must be fully appreciated at a 
glance by the Secretary of War. Will you grant this right? 
J have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
T. H. WATTS, 
Governor of Alabama. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, January 6, 1864. 


Governor VANCE: 


L regret to learn that because of an interest of your State in the 
steamer Don, objection is made to its conforming to the regulation 
about taking out Government cotton. The necessities of the Govern- 
ment really require adherence to this regulation, and I earnestly hope 
that you will not encourage or allow in your name the infringement 
of it. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND HOUSE, 
Richmond, January 6, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America: 


DEAR Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to a weak point in the 
enemy’s lines to which your mind may not have been directed. I 
allude to the Irish element in the Northern population. A resident 
of twenty years in Philadelphia, seventeen of which I was a wholesale 
bookseller, publisher, &e., and having quite a number of that class in 
my employment in binding, printing-office, and store, coupled with 
the fact that my parents were natives of Ireland, naturally created in 
my mind a sympathy for them, more especially as they were, about 
the time of my going to Philadelphia, objects of bitter and most intense 
persecution by an ignorant band of bigots. The interest I felt and 
manifested for them soon gave me quite an extensive acquaintance 
among them. I merely mention this fact to show you that my esti- 
mate of their character and knowledge of their views upon our ques- 
tion is not based upon superficial information. As soon as civil war 
seemed inevitable I began the tedious task of selling out and collect- 
ing, in order that I might hasten to this my native place. The regu- 
lar routine of business broken up, I had much leisure time, which I 
used to the best advantage for the furtherance of our cause. Partly 
from the calls of business, together with a desire to see and converse 
with the Irish operatives in the coal mines of Pennsylvania, I visited 
during the summer of 1861 the counties of Lehigh, Carbon Schuylkill 
Berks, &c. I asserted that the native American and Know-Nothing 
were identical with the Black Republican party. I reminded them 
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that the former had burned their churches in 1844; the Know-Nothing 
party had proscribed every man who had a Me or an O to his name 
during the winter of 1857 and 1858, driving many thousands of fami- 
_ lies into starvation during the continuance of that short but certainly 


most severe financial storm which raged throughout the North at that 
period. Failing to accomplish theirfull purpose at each of these times 
by reason of the steady opposition of the South, and especially Vir- 
ginia, where Know-Nothingism met its death, they changed their name 
and tactics, and by a loud outery for the negro, for whom they had no 
real sympathy, but used him as a weapon against both the Irish and 
the South—their chief aim and object being to free the negro as far as 
they could, bring him North, put him in competition with the white 
labor, believing that they would work cheaper than the Irish, and, above 
all, they would not be permitted to vote. The effect of these short 
conversations, I can assure you, were most happy, and what added 
point to my argument was that many of these men had been driven 
from places of public employment during the winter of 1857 and 1858 
by the Know-Nothing party, which was then in power in the select 
and common councils of Philadelphia. After the first battle of 
Manassas, T. F. Meagher came to Philadelphia to drum up recruits 
for his Irish Brigade. He made a capital speech; I feared a telling 
one. I worked night and day to neutralize his speech. His treat- 
ment of the Irish girl who aided him in making his escape from Aus- 
tralia, and his subsequent marriage with a Yankee girl, was an admi- 
rable argument against him, which I failed not to use on every occasion. 
The result was he obtained but few recruits in Philadelphia—not more 
than a corporal’s guard. I mention these circumstances to show you 
that the great body of Irish at the North feel a deep interest in our 
success, more especially in Pennsylvania, where they have been sub- 
jected to bitter persecution. Although I am an elder in the Presby- 
terian Church, yet I had conversations with quite a number of Roman 
Catholic priests at the North, all of whom, with one exception, 
expressed the utmost confidence and sympathy in our success. Pri- 
vate letters which I received from James A. McMaster, editor of the 
Freeman’s Journal, allude to the efforts which the North were making 
most cunningly to identify the South with these objectionable par- 
ties; a fact that I had noticed such artists, with those who had any 
knowledge of the subject, would awake only a feeling of indignation 
and contempt; but we know there are many Irish (those but recently 
arrived) who would believe the statement; and I have no doubt that 
the burning of the convent at Charlestown, Mass., by a mob has ere 
this been located at Charleston, 8. C. 

I owe you an apology for thus troubling you with this communica- 
tion, but I do it from the best motives for our good. The views 
generally met the cordial approval of Hon. James A. Bayard, of 
Delaware, and Hon. Charles Brown, of Philadelphia, with the latter 
of whom I had frequent interviews before I left, March, 1862. In 
your judgment you may see some plan by which this party might be 
strengthened and encouraged by some complimentary allusion to the 
Trish in our Confederacy. 

Begging pardon for the liberty I take, I remain, dear sir, yours, 
very respectfully, 

S. C. HAYES, 
C. S. Register’s Office. 


After writing the above my attention was attracted by a letter from 
Mr. Smith O’Brien in the Sentinel, which I concluded to read before I 
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sent this, thinking possibly that the same suggestions I make might 
meet your eye in a more agreeable form. I see nothing, however, in 
the letter or the editorial but additional evidence to my mind that we 
ought now to have the very best writers in the Confederacy engaged 
either as editors or regular contributors to the press. I have seen the 
evil effects flowing from the editorial attacks upon Mr. Benjamin in 
the Richmond papers. Mr. Chase, Ihave no doubt, had much cause to 
thank the Richmond editors for applying the name Jew as a term of 
contemptuous reproach to our Secretary of State, for large subscrip- 
tion to his 7.30 stock was made immediately by this very class at the 


North, some of whom remarked ‘to me in the streets of Philadelphia, — 


“Puritanism is worse at the South than in New England.” Hon. 
James A. Bayard, of Delaware, in a conversation [had with him in Feb- 
ruary, 1862, remarked that if President Davis could obtain the cordial 
support of all the papers of the South, which he richly deserved, the 
war would close in six months, but that the silly attacks in the Rich- 
mond press tended to prolong the struggle, as it gave point to the 
abolitionists, who claim that there is a large Union element at the 
South. I feel very great hesitation in sending this to you, but I think 
it can certainly do no harm, except it be adding additional trouble to 
you in reading it. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
Ss. C. HAYES, 
Register’s Office, Richmond House. 


[First indorsement.] 


General Bragg for consideration. 
» Fae BF 
[Second indorsement. ] 
HbDQRsS. ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
August 22, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to His Excellency the President. 

This paper contains suggestions which I deem valuable and practi- 
cable. The employment of some judicious person to operate on this 
class of people through our own press and that of the North would no 
doubt be attended with good results. In this connection I suggest the 
printing in English, German, and French a large number of the 
recent general orders inviting foreigners in the Federal ranks to come 
to us and offering them protection. With care many of these papers 
could be introduced into the enemy’s lines. 

BRAXTON BRAGG. 
[Third indorsement.] 
AUGUST 24, 1864. 

Secretary of War for consideration and conference. 

A mee bP 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT 
Richmond, Va., January 6, 186 
Hon. C. J. McRag, es Y ia 


Burlington Hotel, London, England: 


Sir: Hon. J. E. Ward, of Georgia, has submitted to th 

Hor orgia, has e Department 
plans suggested by certain capitalists in London, who are lates holders 
of cotton bonds, to which he has sought my approval. The plan con- 
templates in substance that the bondholders subseribe 10 per cent. of 


a — 


ee ee 
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the amount held by them, to be appropriated to the purchase or con- 
struction of steamers, which are to be turned over to the Confederate 
Government on condition that, being sailed at the expense of the Goy- 
ernment, they shall be employed in transporting cotton to England, 
which shall there be sold and the proceeds applied, one-fourth to the 
payment of the cost of the steamers; one-fourth to be applied to keep- 
ing up the number of steamers, and the residue to the payment of the 
bonds held by the subscribers to the fund. The Government running 
the boats is to have the control and use of them for return cargoes. 
These are the leading features. 

There are some stipulations of minor character to the approval of 
Messrs. De Vaux & Co., the parties selected as the consignees of the 
cotton and the agents of the subscribers, which would require modifi- 
cation, as the dignity of the Government would require such matters 
to be left to its own control and good faith. The general scheme, as 
you will perceive, is addressed rather to the discretion of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, who must determine the time and mode of discharg- 
ing the cotton bonds, than to myself, from whom only an expression 
of opinion has been sought by Mr. Ward. I have no hesitation in 
saying that such a plan would be beneficial, in my judgment, and I 
deem it probable you have received, or will receive, from the Secretary 
of the Treasury some expression of like general approval. It would, 
of course, be even more acceptable if some portion of the proceeds of 
the cotton sent out in these vessels could be appropriated to the more 
immediate and pressing necessities of the Government; but as the 
vessels would be furnished without expense to us, and an adequate 
return for the charge of running them would be afforded by the return 
cargo, and as, moreover, the whole proceeds of the cotton would in 
one form or another inure to the benefit of the Government, it does 
not appear to me that the point could in equity be insisted on. You 
will, of course, endeavor to obtain it if practicable. 

On another point, however, there should be a clear understanding, 
and that is, that while the Government will use all reasonable efforts 
to supply the cotton to these vessels promptly and regularly, if, through 
deficiency of transportation or otherwise it should be unable to provide 
at our ports the cotton which it has the means of sending out directly 
for its immediate necessities, and likewise the cotton required for 
these steamers, preference will be given to the export of the former. 
The reasonableness of this, it is expected, will be seen and acquiesced 
in. These are at best but opinions expressed in a matter not strictly 
subject to my direction, but only collaterally connected with the busi- 
ness which has been thrown on this Department. They will, of course, 
not be regarded by you as instructions. So far as I am concerned, 
the matter is cheerfully left to your discretion, acting under the more 
direct instructions, whatever they may be, which may be given by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, — 
INO: D: ( January 7, 1864. 


XV. Paragraph XVIII, Special Orders, No. 298, and paragraph 
XVIII, Special Orders, No. 300, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
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Office, December 1 [16 and 18], 1863, are amended so as to retain tem- 
porarily on duty in the conscript service the officers and men hitherto 
under the orders of Brigadier-General Pillow in the States of Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, and Mississippi who have not already been relieved. 
They will receive orders from Col. John 8. Preston, chief of Bureau 
of Conscription. : 

XVI. Brigadier-General Pillow is allowed such time as may be 
necessary to adjust the unsettled matters pertaining to his late duties 
before reporting to the general commanding the Army of Tennessee. 

*% * * * * * * 
. JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS CHALMERS’ CAVALRY, 
Near Como, January 7, 1864. 
Hon. CHARLES CLARK, ; 
Governor of Mississippi : 

DEAR SiR: I hear of several persons here who profess to have 
authority from you to raise regiments for service of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, and they claim the right to enlist conscripts in their com- 
mand. Col. John R. Dickins, Col. William Nesbitt, and Capt. 
Williamson Hunt are the parties alluded to. I know Colonel Dickins 
well, and know him to be a good soldier and most excellent officer, 
and would be most pleased to see him in command of a regiment if 
he could obtain it legally; but so long as I am in command here, with 
the law and orders now before me, I cannot permit any more con- 
scripts to enter the State service; and as I do not wish any misunder- 
standing or bad feeling to grow up between you and myself, L address 
you on the subject direct. General Pemberton established a line 
running through Panola, Oxford, and Fuller, and authorized the 
enlistment of conscripts into State companies north of that line, to 
be retained during the term for which the State troops were enlisted, 
unless sooner called for by Confederate authorities. General Pillow, 
by order issued September 6, 1863, abolished that line and forbid the 
enlistment of any more conscripts in any new commands, whether 
State or Confederate. General Johnston issued an order directing that 
General Pillow’s orders should be obeyed in all matters concerning con- 
scripts; and Major-General Lee issued an order some time about 
September 16, 1863, directing that no addition should be allowed to 
the rolls of State troops then in service. You are aware that the 
conscript law dees not permit any such enlistments, and I hope, 
therefore, you will instruct your officers not to enlist any conscripts 
_ in their commands, or attempt to do so. 

Capt. Williamson Hunt imposed upon Governor Pettus with a 
muster-roll of a company which he never could assemble in camp, 
and I refused to recognize the little squad that he had as a company, 
and some of the men entered the Confederate service. Hunt now 
claims these men under ordersfrom you. I have not seen his orders 
but could not allow any such order to be enforced if he has it with- 
out instructions from the Setretary of War. There are some other 
companies here—Captain Floyd, Captain Perry, and others—who 
claim sometimes to belong to Mississippi State service and some- 
times to one Colonel Collins, authorized by the Secretary of War to 


*See Series I, Vol. XXXI, Pat III, pp. 836, 844, 


raise a regiment within the enemy’s lines. The men and officers 


all formerly belonged to Colonel Blythe’s old regiment, the term of 


a ee 


service of which, according to the representation of both men and 
officers, was for twelve months. That term of enlistment has long 
since expired, and no authority has ever been granted to them to re-en- 
list in State service. There are some good men among these com- 


panies, but the great majority are simply seeking some hiding-place 


from conscription, and never will do any service as cavalry, or while 
they remain so close to their homes, and the best interest of the serv- 
ice requires that they should be conscripted and put in the infantry. 
You are an old soldier, and I know appreciate the necessity for disci- 
pline, and it would require but a few days of personal inspection to 
satisfy you that these State companies have done more harm than 
good. Ido not inelude in this remark Colonel MceGuirk’s regiment— 
that has done good service—but both he and his officers have long 
since been convinced that the regiment would be more effective if it 
were regularly in Confederate service, where they would be subject to 
the same courts-martial and the same rules and regulations in all 
respects as Confederate troops. 
Iam, sir, with sentiments of regard, your obedient servant, 
JAS. R. CHALMERS, 
Brigadier-General, Provisional Army, C. S. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Jackson, Miss., January 19, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded with the remark that I consider it to the 
interest of our cause that definite instructions be given the State offi- 
cers relative to conscripts, as there are many men in North Mississippi 
liable to conscription and claiming exemption as belonging to State 
organizations. 
Ss. D. LEE, 
Major-General. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION, MISSISSIPPI CENTRAL RAILROAD, 
Canton, January 7, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. L. POLK, C. 8. Army: 

DEAR SiR: In addition to what I have written over my private sig- 
nature, I have to state officially that this road is almost destitute of 
materials and tools for repairs and for operating the road. Nearly 
all we possessed was destroyed in August last by the Federal troops. 
We must have steel axes, shovels, files, &c., or soon discontinue our 
trains. In fact, I may be compelled to stop our trains north of the 
Yalobusha River within a week for want of axes, or materials to make 
them of, to cut fuel. We are equally in want of shovels to keep our 
track in running order. I cannot obtain them, or have not been able 
to do so after many trials, within the Confederacy. I can procure 
from within the Federal lines if I can obtain means of payment. ‘To 
procure these means I must send out cotton or purchase Federal cur- 
rency, giving $10 of our currency for $1 of theirs. By purchasing 
greenbacks I discredit and depreciate Confederate notes, and still I 
am compelled to obtain a supply of the articles referred to or discon- 
tinue the running of our trains very soon. It is for the authorities 
to determine if our road is useful and necessary to the Government. 
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Our business is almost entirely confined to Government transporta- 
tion. Will you grant me permission to send out cotton to purchase 
necessary railroad supplies ? 
Yours, respectfull 
a a W. GOODMAN, 
President. 


[First indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Meridian, January 21, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for reference to the Honorable Secretary 
of War. = 
I can see no sound reason why we should not use our cotton to pur- 
chase supplies we cannot get otherwise. We have reached a point, 
in my opinion, at which the hazard of greater evils than any which 
may follow from selling cotton are threatening us. 
L. POLK, 
Lieutenant- General. 
[Second indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 2, 1864. 
May be considered when law regulating exports is to be adjusted. 
J, iets 
Secretary. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, N. C., January 7, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON: 

DEAR Sir: Your dispatch of the 6th, asking me not to object to 
making the steamer Don conform to the regulations of the Confeder- 
ate authorities in regard to transporting Government cotton, requires 
a more detailed reply than I can transmit by telegraph. 

I have now at Bermuda and on the way there eight or ten cargoes 
of supplies of the very first importance to the Army and the people, 
consisting chiefly of some 40,000 blankets, 40,000 pair of shoes, large 
quantities of army cloth and leather, 112,000 pair of. cotton ecards, 
machinery and findings to refit twenty-six of our principal cotton 
and woolen factories, dyestuffs, lubricating oils, &e., in addition to 
which I have made large purchases of bacon. Knowing that one 
steamer could not bring these cargoes in before spring, at which time 
I anticipate the closing of the port, if not sooner, and that the risk 
was increasing daily, I sold one-half of the State’s steamer Advance, 
and purchased of Messrs. Collie & Co. one-fourth interest in four 
steamers—the Don and the Hansa, and two others now building—for 
the purpose of hurrying these supplies in. The terms give the State 
one-fourth the outward cargo and the whole of the inward, nothing 
being carried for speculation whatever. The Hansa, which recently 
left Wilmington, not having coal enough to take her to Bermuda, 
where my freight is, was instructed to load at Nassau with Confeder- 
ate bacon, so determined was I that the whole capacity of these 
steamers should be employed for the public good. In return for this 
Messrs. Collie & Co. did expect they would be relieved from the bur- 
den of giving one-third of their outward capacity to the Confederate 
Government, and I did also. Should one-third be given to the Con- 
federacy and one-fourth to the State outward, and to the latter the 
whole of the return cargo, I submit that it would amount to a prohi- 
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bition of the business. Neither would it comport with justice or 
sound policy. 

It is a little remarkable to me that the entire importing operations 
of this State, which have been so successful and so beneficial to the 
cause, Seems to have met with little else than downright opposition 
rather than encouragement from the Confederate Government. In its 
very inception Mr. Mason, our commissioner in England, laid the 
strong hand on my agents, and positively forbade them putting a 
bond on the market for five months after they landed in England. 
Then came vexatious and irritating quarantine delays at Wilmington 
(enforeed by the military, not the civil authorities), though our for- 
eign depot was, at great cost and inconvenience, made at Bermuda 
instead of Nassau to avoid this. Then seizures of my coal at Wil- 
mington occurred, and the denial of facilities to get it from the mines, 
&e. It was not until after my decided remonstrance to you in Novem- 
ber that I met with anything else than an evident hostility in the 
operations of my steamers. And now, if the regulations in regard to 
private blockade-runners are enforced, I think it highly probable that 
this line will be stopped entirely, as the profits will scarcely justify 
the risks. A great deal of this, I am aware, is attributable to the 
want of discretion on the part of subordinate officers, as well as the 
want of foresight displayed in the opposition of every industrial 
interest of the country by army officers, yet I have had it to contend 
with. 

After this statement I leave it with you to say whether the regula- 
tions referred to shall be enforced. If they are, I shall certainly 
countermand the sailing of the two other steamers now expected, and 
would suggest for the benefit of the Department that it would be 
much better to purchase than to seize an interest in the property of 
strangers who are engaged in bringing in indispensable supplies 
through a most vigorous and dangerous blockade. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


[JANUARY 7, 1864.—For Polk to Watts, in relation to the raising of 
State troops to support the Confederate forces in the defense of 
Alabama, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part II, p. 529. | 


[JANUARY 8, 1864.—For Davis to Vance, in relation to peace nego- 
tiations with the enemy, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 808. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


No. 3. 4 Richmond, January 9, 1864. 
I. The following acts of Congress and regulations are published for 
the information of all persons concerned therein: 


ACTS. 


AN ACT to prevent the enlistment or enrollment of substitutes im the military service of the 
Confederate States. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That no person 
liable to military service shall hereafter be permitted or allowed to furnish a sub- 
stitute for such service, nor shall any substitute be received, enlisted or enrolled 
in the military service of the Confederate States. 

Approved December 28, 1863. 
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AN ACT to put an end to the exemption from military service of those who have heretofore 
furnished substitutes. 


Whereas, in the present circumstances of the country, it requires the aid of all 
who are able to bear arms: [Therefore, ] : 

The Congress of the gaa eae States of America do enact, That no person 
shall be exempted from military service by reason of his having furnished a sub- 
stitute; but this act shall not be so construed as to affect persons who, though 
not liable to render military service, have, nevertheless, furnished substitutes. 

Approved January 5, 1864. 


II. Persons rendered liable to military service by operation of the 
preceding acts are placed on the same footing with all others hitherto 
held liable by acts of Congress. = 

III. Persons herein rendered liable to military service are required 
to report as volunteers or conscripts without delay to the enrolling 
officers; and all who delay beyond the Ist day of: February, 1864, will 
be considered as having renounced the privilege of volunteering, and 
held for assignment according to law. 

IV. Enrolling officers will proceed as rapidly as practicable in the 
enrollment of persons herein made liable to military service. Previous 
to enrollment as conscripts all such persons will be allowed to volun- 
teer in companies in service on the 16th of April, 1862; provided the 
company chosen does not at the time of volunteering reach the max- 
imum number allowed; and upon such company being selected the 
volunteer will receive from the enrolling officer a certificate to the 
effect that he has so volunteered; and no volunteer will be received 
into any company except on such certificate. Persons who fail to 
make their selection at the time of enrollment will be assigned 
according to existing regulations. 

V. Persons who report to the enrolling officers will be enrolled and 
may be allowed a furlough of ten days before reporting to the camp 
of instruction. 

VI. All persons, whether volunteers or conscripts under this order, 
will pass through the camp of instruction of the State to which they 
belong, and be forwarded thence to the companies which are selected 
or to which they may be assigned. 

VII. The Bureau of Conscription is charged with adopting proper 
regulations for the enforcement of this order. 

VIII. All exemptions heretofore granted are subject to revision 
under instructions from the Bureau of Conscription, and if found to 
be improper or unauthorized by law will be revoked. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 9, 1864. 
His Excellency JosePH E. BRown, 
Governor of Georgia: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 20th ultimo 
transmitting a copy of resolutions passed by the General Assembly of 
Georgia, ‘‘expressing the determination to prosecute the present war 
with the utmost vigor and energy.”* After nearly three years of 
war and its attendant calamities this reaffirmation by the people of 
Georgia of the noble purpose which they announced at the eommence- 
ment of the conflict is a cheering proof of their true appreciation of 


*See Vol. II, this series, p. 1060. 
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; the importance of the struggle in which we are engaged, and of the 
_ spirit and resolution which alone can secure to us its successful issue. 
This high spirit and undaunted resolution have marked the conduct 
of the people of Georgia since the beginning of the war—have been 
_ illustrated on many battle-fields, and have found expression at every 
fireside throughout the State. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA STATE GUARD, 
Atlanta, January 9, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: : 


Str: The importance of providing for the state of things that will 
arise the first of next month when the State Guard go out of service 
must be my apology for again calling your attention to the subject. 

As you are aware, many of the men now in the State Guard will be 
liable to conscription under the late act of Congress and many others 
expect to be made so by the anticipated action of Congress. In this 
state of things I am strongly persuaded that a very respectable com- 
mand could be got out of these troops for the war if I could be 
authorized to organize new companies and regiments. If the author- 
ity could be granted immediately I would set to work and have the 
new organizations ready to take the place of the State Guard. The 
authority should be to organize companies and regiments from any of 
the troops now in the State Guard service. 

I know that the policy of the Government is to fill up the ranks of 
the old regiments in the field, and in many respects it would be far 
better, but when you remember the character of those who have here- 
tofore had substitutes you will understand how reluctant they will be 
to go into the ranks of the old regiments. Our object should be to 
make the service as acceptable as possible to all our soldiers. Men 
make better soldiers and do all their duties far better when they feel 
content and satisfied than when forced against their will to serve 
with those with whom they feel no sympathy. My own opinion is 
that we would get more soldiers and better ones by allowing new 
organizations to be formed, but I do not put this application upon 
that ground. The old organizations should be filled up as far as 
possible, but there are many cases in which it would be better to 
allow new ones to be formed among those who are going for the first 
time into the regular service. Be this as it may, I am sure that the 
authority I now ask for affords the most certain and satisfactory 
mode of meeting the exigency that will arise on the expiration of- the 
term of service of the Georgia State Guard on the Ist of February. 
The time is short and hence I ask that you answer by telegraph, as 
well as letter, if you grant the authority. I strongly recommend it. 

I am, with sentiments of sincere regard, very truly, yours, &e., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, &c. 


[First indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 16, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the President. 
The views of General Cobb differ from those I entertain, yet such 
confidence is felt both in his judgment and patriotism that I prefer 
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submitting the matter to the consideration and decision of Your 


Excellency. It will be noted an early reply is requested. 
: J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


3 The law forbids. A recent resolution of Congress is on me ae 


[JANUARY 9, 1864.—For Polk to Cooper, in relation to raising troops 
in the enemy’s lines, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part II, p. 540. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 4. Richmond, January 11, 1864. 
I. AN ACT authorizing the tax in kind on bacon to be commuted by collection of salt pork as an 
equivalent. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That assistant 
quartermasters and other agents engaged in the collection of tax in kind may be 
authorized, under orders and regulations made by the Secretary of War, to 
demand and receive, in commutation for the tax in kind on bacon, an equivalent 
therefor in salt pork. 

Approved December 28, 1863. 


II. The foregoing act of Congress being now in force, the officers 
mentioned in the act are hereby authorized to demand and receive, in 
commutation for the tax in kind, an equivalent in salt pork. In esti- 
mating what shall be an equivalent reference shall be made, as far as 
practicable, to the schedule rates established by the appraisers 
appointed under the fifth section of the act of Congress relative to 
impressments. But the Quartermaster-General may direct a variation 
from those rates and settle others, in such localities as a variation 
may be deemed advisable, for the interest of the public service. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 8. \ Richmond, January 11, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XXVIII. Lieut. Col. R. Snowden Andrews, artillery, Provisional 
Army, C. 8., will proceed to Europe and report to Col. T. S. Rhett as 
an associate in the duties which he has been ordered to perform. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Tallahassee, January 11, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
SIR: Iam informed by the judges of probate and ecunty commis- 
sioners of several counties in the State that they cannot procure the 


ee. 
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corn necessary to support the soldiers’ families. I am also informed 
that large amounts of corn have been collected as tithes at various 
depots which cannot be transported from the State before it will be 
seriously damaged, and that the amount is more than is sufficient to 
sustain the troops now in service in the State. Presuming the facts 
stated to be true, there are two reasons why I should be pleased to 
receive from Colonel Northrop an order upon his officers, at points in 
the State where it can be spared, to deliver to my order for the use of 
soldiers’ families an aggregate of 10,000 or 12,000 bushels of corn 
upon payment of the amount per bushel at which its value has been 
fixed by the commissioners of the State and Confederate States. It 
will prevent a loss to the Confederate Government and will save the 
families of soldiers from suffering. The question may be asked, Is 
there not corn in the State sufficient for the wants of the citizens 
besides that received as tithes? And if the Government shall need 
corn during the year, can it be obtained? I believe there is corn 
enough in parts of the State for the general supply, and if the Goy- 
ernment shall now spare the corn from the tithes, that hereafter a 
larger amount may be obtained from the farmers if needed. If it is 
asked why it is not purchased by the county commissioners from those 
who have it, the reply is that county commissioners have no legal 
right to impress, and therefore cannot purchase. I admit that this is 
an unhappy state of affairs, but it is beyond my contrul. My opinion 
is that if the soldiers’ families were supplied as I propose, many who 
now hold and refuse to sell their corn would be glad to sell at less 
than prices now affixed, and if needed by the Confederate Govern- 
ment they would necessarily be compelled to sell to avoid impress- 
ments, and that the corn and subsistence received as tithes, which 
the Government has not the means of transporting, should be used to 
sustain the troops in service here and the families of soldiers that 
require assistance, and then if there shall be a need for more, those 
who have to spare should be made to do so unless they willingly sup- 
ply the demands of the Government. From personal observation 
lately made, I am enabled to state that there are immense quan- 
tities of provender, especially in Southwestern Georgia, awaiting 
transportation and being injured and lost to the Government for the 
want of means to transport it. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
bales of fodder have already been injured and useless. 'To remedy 
the evil, why should not the Government, by contract or impressment, 
take charge of the passenger trains a few weeks, remove the seats, 
and transport in them the provender and subsistence needed by our 
armies, which is being injured and lost for the want of transporta- 
tion? Recently I have received communications from General Perry’s 
brigade, copies of which are inclosed. In a letter addressed to the 
President, dated October 5, 1863, I wrote, in consequence of General 
Lee’s letter to me, as follows: 

With regard to the return of General Perry’s brigade and the recruiting of it 
as proposed, I would respectfully suggest, in compliance with the views of Gen- 
eral Lee for supplying the place of General Perry’s brigade with other troops, 
that the First Regiment of Georgia Regulars and the Sixty-fourth Georgia Regi- 
ment, now in this State, would constitute a larger force than General Perry’s 
brigade, and if General Cobb had not been absent from the State when I received 
General Lee’s letter I should have submitted to his consideration the propriety 
and necessity of the change. 


The regiments were suggested because I believed them to be better 
drilled and better qualified to supply the place of General Perry’s 
brigade than any other I could suggest. The Sixty-fourth Regiment 


16 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


has been ordered to Savannah, and I am informed the First Regiment 
has received orders to hold itself in readiness for immediate removal 
beyond the State. I would respectfully insist, in justice to the brigade 
and for the defense of the State, that General Perry’s brigade should 
be ordered immediately to Marianna, in West Florida, if it is possible | 
to spare it a few months from General Lee’s command. The reasons 
why I designate Marianna are— j 

First. Because in the counties bordering on the Gulf, and especially 
in Washington County, there are many deserters and many persons 
who have fled from other States to avoid conscription. These per- 
sons have contaminated a large portion of the citizens, and constant 
communication is kept up with the enemy, who is massing forces on 
Santa Rosa Island, evidently with the purpose of making a raid in 
that portion of the State, which is comparatively defenseless. The 
sheriff of the county and others who are persons of influence have 
gone to the enemy, carrying with them their horses, &e., and will 
pilot them in any raid which may be attempted. I assert this to be 
true with a full knowledge of the facts. Ientertain no doubt that 
unless preventive measures shall be promptly adopted that the por- 
tion of the State between the Apalachicola and Choctawhatchie Rivers 
will be desolated by the enemy during the winter. It is now threat- 
ened, and the freshet in the Apalachicola at this time would prevent 
re-enforcements from this portion of the State. 

Second. I believe a greater number of recruits would be more 
promptly received to fill up the brigade, especially if newly organized 
companies should be assigned to the brigade. 

I would, moreover, respectfully invite your attention to the accom- 
panying correspondence between Maj. P. W. White and myself. I 
see no propriety or justice in able-bodied men who are subject to con- 
scription being shielded from military service by being appointed 
agents to make impressments. Those who are subject should be 
conscripted. If impressing agents shall be necessary, let them be 
men not liable to military service or be detailed for the purpose. 
Young and able-bodied men should not be screened from military 
service by being employed in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary 
Departments. Nothing but positive orders will bring them into serv- 
ice. The slightest discretion permitted to those who have appointed 
them will devise pretexts to retain them in service. Old men and 
disabled soldiers should perform these light duties, but no old man or - 
disabled soldier will ever be deemed qualified by a quartermaster or 
commissary while he has a favorite which he desires to retain in his 
employment. In these departments radical changes can only be 
effected by positive orders and frequent and rigid inspections. The 
corruptions of office manifested by suddenly acquired wealth have 
generated a widespread desire for speculation and wealth which has 
overcome the obligations of patriotism and endanger the very exist- 
ence of the Confederate States. Notwithstanding the alleged depre- 
ciation of the currency, people of all ages and conditions seem wild 
in its accumulation, regardless of consequences and careless as to the 
result, though it lead to the destruction of their liberties. 

I have frankly expressed to you the views I entertain from a sense 
of duty, and under the unpalatable and sad conviction that the gen- 
eral tendency of our national affairs does not inspire confidence. The 
causes which destroy public confidence, the two chief impediments to 
our ability to compete with the enemy, are the corrupt practices 
exhibited in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments and 
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the want of suitable regulations to put in service and keep there those 
able to fight. In almost every town and village are persons in uni- 
form under some pretense of public service, which the people perceive 
is never performed. This state of affairs has resulted chiefly from 
permitting new military organizations rather than sustaining those in 
service, and thus forcing the necessity for the seeming employment 
of officers who have lost their commands. Judging from their pro- 
ceedings as published, it seems to be the purpose of Congress to rem- 
edy these as well as other evils; but I apprehend their labor is too 
sweeping, and will result in the overthrow of existing social organi- 
zations resting upon the avocations of labor necessary to subsist the 
armies in the field, the Confederate and State Governments, and to 
save the country from famine and its fearful consequences. 

While engaged in writing the foregoing views to submit to your 
consideration, additional companies of cavalry have arrived at this 
place. They are part of a battalion recently raised by Colonel Hood, 
of Georgia, upon the recommendation of Brigadier-General Cobb, and 
if I am correctly informed this battalion of seven companies is prac- 
tically without arms, as are other cavalry commands in this State. The 
proportion of cavalry to infantry in this State seems to me to be exces- 
sive, and considering the demand for corn to subsist the people and 
armies, would it not be prudent, if an additional cavalry force is needed 
in Virginia, and it can be armed at Richmond, to order a cavalry regi- 
ment from this State to Virginia, and thus enable General Lee to 
spare Brigadier-General Perry’s brigade to return to Florida to meet 
threatened emergencies and to recruit? I presume the Second Florida 
Cavalry Regiment, commanded by Col. Caraway Smith, exceeds in 
number the aggregate of Brigadier-General Perry’s brigade. They 
have been in service here nearly two years, and are, I believe, well 
mounted and of good material. To assist in making any defense 
which may become necessary, the State is without arms, and for the 
reason that I have promptly and freely used the arms belonging to 


the State in equipping the troops in Confederate service. May I not 


confidently appeal. to you to send by Mr. Wilson, the agent of the 
State, 1,000 stand of small-arms, muskets or rifles, with accouter- 
ments, ammunition, and caps, to be disposed of by me as shall become 
necessary in the defense of the State. Under existing circumstances 
I can see no possible opportunity of maintaining the existing organi- 
zation of Perry’s brigade unless it shall be ordered back to the State 
to recruit, as it is well known to the Department I have no means at 
my disposal to aid in maintaining the organization. I can only make 
suggestions respectfully that the War Department may exercise a 
sound discretion under a sense of justice to the brigade and to the 
State. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


{First indorsement. | 


JANUARY 20, 1864. 
Quartermaster-General (Colonel Smith) for consideration of the 
roposition about tithes, &ce. 
ae Ie ACS. 


Secretary. 
2R RB 


SERIES IV, VOL II 
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[Second indorsement.] 


ER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, TAX IN KIND, <a 
ecegiarats January 20, 1864. 
If the county authorities of the counties of Florida will apply to 
Maj. C. C. Yonge, controlling quartermaster of the State, at Talla- 
hassee, he will give them authority to purchase breadstufis from the 
depots of the tax in kind at commissioners’ rates, such supplies being 
for the indigent. Major Yonge has full authority on the subject. 
The Commissary-General’s Department is collecting in these counties 
only for the purpose of feeding cattle. , 
- Respectfully, 
LARKIN SMITH, 
Assistant Quartermaster- General. 


{Third indorsement. } 


Arms can be placed at the disposal of Governor Milton at Colum- 
bus, Ga. 
J. GORGAS. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF COMMISSARY, 
Quincy, Fla., December 9, 1863. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida: 

GOVERNOR: Having just received this morning a copy of the act of 
the last Florida Legislature regulating the mode of executing the 
impressment acts of the Confederate Government by its officers in 
this State, I find that the fifth section of that act requires ‘‘each and 
every person authorized by Confederate authority or law of the Con- 
federate States to make impressments in this State shall notify the 
Governor thereof, so that the citizens of this State may be notified 
thereof by proclamation of the Governor as aforesaid.” If Your 
Excellency requires this notice to be given by each and every person 
in my department individually, it will be from three to five weeks 
before they can be written to and their answers obtained so as to fur- 
nish Your Excellency their names. But if official notification from 
me of the names of those I have empowered to make impressments 
will satisfy the terms and requirements of the fifth section of said law, 
then I have the honor to inclose to Your Excellency a partial list of 
their names for immediate proclamation. If each person has individ- 
ually to notify Your Excellency of his power to impress, all of our 
surplus stores will be in danger of being purchased and taken out of 
the State before this can be done, and in all the cattle districts of this 
State (where we are collecting by detailed men nearly all of the cattle 
now supplied to our armies) our operations must be suspended until 
the notice be given by each impressing officer from the remotest, 
regions of this State. Three-fourths of the beef-cattle are now fur- 
nished from Manatee and Brevard Counties, both very remote, and on 
account of poor mail service it requires from three to four weeks for 
a letter to go and answer to be returned. What is to be the fate of 
our armies, now almost solely dependent upon this State for meat 
Heaven only knows. The danger from this source will be greatly less- 
ened if it be held sufficient for me to furnish you the names of my 
impressing officers. On the contrary, if each officer has himself to 
notify you, the interval until this can be done will be one of great 


_ peril to the Army, unless my officers shall be willing to take the respon- 

_ sibility and, in order to sustain the Army, run the risk and submit to 
the penalties of the law. Under authority from the Commissary-Gen- 
eral, Col. L. B. Northrop, I have conferred authority to impress upon 
the following officers and persons, viz: 
_ Isaac Widgeon, commissary agent First District of Florida; Maj. 
A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence, commissary Second District 
of Florida; Maj. J. P. Baldwin, commissary of subsistence, commis- 
sary Third District of Florida; Maj. A. G. Summer, commissary of 
subsistence, commissary Fourth District of Florida; Mr. James 
McKay, commissary agent Fifth District of Florida; Capt. J. D. 
Westcott, assistant commissary of subsistence; Capt. C. F. Stubbs, 
assistant commissary of subsistence; J. P. Coker, sub-agent of Mr. 
Isaac Widgeon; Joseph B. Roulhac, sub-agent of Mr. Isaac Widgeon; 
Hamilton G. Bryant, sub-agent of Mr. Isaac Widgeon; John J. White, 
sub-agent of Mr. Isaac Widgeon; 8. B. Thomas, sub-agent of Maj. 
A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence; J. J. Polhill, sub-agent of 
Maj. A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence; John Denham, sub- 
agent of Maj. A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence; Arthur Macon, 
sub-agent of Maj. A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence; J. J. 
Snelling, sub-agent of Maj. A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence; 
Paul Canova, sub-agent of Maj. J. P. Baldwin, commissary of sub- 
sistence; William Allen, sub-agent of Maj. A. G. Summer, commis- 
sary of subsistence; E. D. House, sub-agent of Maj. A. G. Summer, 
commissary of subsistence; Capt. James McKay, assistant quarter- 
master, sub-agent of James McKay, Fifth District; M.S. Elkins, sub- 
agent of Maj. A. B. Noyes, commissary of subsistence. 

In addition to the above I have the honor to report my own name 
as one authorized to make impressments of subsistence stores. There 
are others, whose names I will forward you as soon as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. W. WHITE, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Florida. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


SYLVANIA, JACKSON County, December 12, 1863. 
Maj. P. W. WHITE: 


Str: Your letter of the 9th instant was handed to me by Mr. Gibson 
as I passed through Quincy en route for this place. Previously I had 
sent to the office of the Floridian and Journal for publication the act 
of the General Assembly referred to by you, accompanied by a proc- 
lamation upon the subject. The fifth section of the act provides that 
‘each and every person authorized by Confederate authority or law 
of the Confederate States to make impressments in this State shall 
notify the Governor thereof, so that the citizens of this State may be 
notified thereof by the proclamation of the Governor.” I do not 
believe that it was intended that the Governor should wait to be 
informed of all who were or might be authorized to make impress- 
ments before publishing the names of each and every one whom he 
should be properly assured were authorized; nor am I inclined to con- 
strue the act strictly, so as to require from each and every person 
authorized his individual credentials. The assurance of a superior 
officer may be sufficient for the purpose. Nor do I believe your 
apprehension that all surplus stores will be in danger of being pur- 
chased and taken out of the State, &c., well sustained, No person 
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has the consent of State authority to take cattle or other means of 
subsistence from the State without the knowledge and consent of the 
officers in command of the military district in this State. Moreover, 
I have too much confidence in the patriotism and intelligence of the 
citizens of Florida to believe that any respectable portion of them 
could be induced to sell to speculators cattle or any article of subsist- 
ence needed for the support of the armies in Confederate service, or 
that they will refuse to sell to officers in Confederate service (prop- 
erly authorized to purchase) all the means of subsistence they have not 
absolutely necessary to the support of their own, the soldiers’ families, 
and unfortunate fellow-citizens dependent upon their good will for 
support. I hope, therefore, that there will be no necessity for impress- 
ments to be made, but if there should be, no obstacle will be interposed 
by State authority to prevent the legal and equitable enforcement of 
the act of Congress upon the subject; but I have maintained and 
shall adhere to the position, unless I shall be convinced that I am in 
error, that no citizen subject to conscription and physically able to 
perform military service can be exempted by your appointment of him 
as an agent to impress, and therefore that you cannot with legal pro- 
priety appoint such an agent. Of the fourteen persons named as 
sub-agents in your letter there are, if I mistake not, eleven or twelve 
of them who are not in military service, are subject to conscription, 
and are named as the sub-agents of the agents appointed by yourself. 
Presuming Majs. A. B. Noyes, J. P. Baldwin, A. G. Summer, [ Mr. | 
James McKay, Capt. J. D. Westcott, Capt. C. F. Stubbs, and Isaac 
Widgeon, and yourself to be authorized by your assurance of the fact, I 
will give the assurance by proclamation to the citizens of this State, and 
I shall do this the more cheerfully because I know or believe the gentle- 
men named to be either in Confederate military service or exempted 
by age from it. Until I shall be informed by the Secretary of War 
that it is proper that persons subject to conscription and physically 
able to perform military service can legally and properly be author- 
ized as sub-agents to impress, I shall decline to declare them so by 
proclamation. In a general order upon the subject General Bragg 
has made known his opinion that none but commissioned officers can 
legally make impressments, and complains of the demoralizing influ- 
ences produced by illegal impressments upon the Army, and it is not 
difficult to conjecture what may be the deleterious effect upon the 
Army if during their absence in military service their families shall 
be made to suffer by impressments unnecessarily or illegally made. 
Brave men had rather fight upon half rations of bread, or even 
parched corn, than to have their families deprived of the means of 
subsistence necessary to their support. But I entertain the hope, and 
I think reasonably, that the people of Florida would much rather live 
on bread than that the soldiers in service should be constrained to 
live without meat. Therefore I hope that personally and by those 
under your command you will appeal properly to the citizens of the 
State to supply the Army with beef, pork, bacon, molasses, sirup, 
sugar, &c., and if you shall find them deaf to the appeal and disposed 
to sell to speculators, or unnecessarily to withhold from the armies the 
means of subsistence, against such person and all such persons, it is 
hoped, you will proceed agreeably to the act of Congress regulating 
impressments to provide for the support of the armies. 
_I deem it unnecessary to reply to the portions of your communica- 
tion in which you speak of your officers being willing to take the 
responsibility, and in order to sustain the Army run the risks and 


— . 


it to the penalties of the law, further than to express the hope 
t there will be no attempt to act in defiance of the law of the State. 
‘ there shall be, sufficient for the day will be the evil thereof. 
T have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


DECEMBER 13, 1863. 
P. 8.—Before an opportunity occurred to mail the foregoing reply 


_ to your letter I have received from Widgeon a copy of a communica- 
tion from Maj. 8. B. French to you, dated the 9th of December, 


directing you to procure at once, by purchase or impressment, all the 
sorghum molasses that can be obtained. I presume Major French 
was ignorant of the late act of the General Assembly, and believe 
that there is not enough sorghum sugar in the State to be of very 
great service. I am as anxious as you can possibly be to have sub- 
sistence furnished to the Army, and therefore respectfully suggest 
that independent of procuring what molasses can be obtained you 
would confer with those whose duty it is to collect the tithes and 
inspire them with energy to co-operate with you to obtain and forward 
pork and bacon, as well as beef, as soon as it may be possible. Ina 
few days an immense number of hogs will be slaughtered for bacon 
and pork; already some have been, and there are many farmers who 
will have large quantities of pork, bacon, and lard to spare, after 
paying the tithes and providing for the absolute necessary wants of 
the families of soldiers, their own families, and non-producers depend- 
ent upon them, who will cheerfully sell at Government prices for the 
use of the Army. I believe in this county 200,000 pounds of pork and 
bacon can be obtained. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor. 
[Inclosure No. 3.] 


CAMP PERRY’S BRIGADE, December 26, 1868. 


His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of the State of Florida: 

Sir: An application asking that three Florida regiments be allowed 
to winter in Florida for the purpose of recruiting has just been 
returned, after having been strongly recommended by Generals Perry, 
Anderson, and Hill, by General Lee, with the indorsement that in a 
correspondence with Your Excellency he had proposed the only method 
by which the object of the application could be attained, viz, by send- 
ing other troops on to relieve us. We do not know upon whose 
shoulders to throw the blame, but it does appear that if our friends 
at home had earnestly wished the scheme to succeed they might have 
made some little effort to have those troops sent to take our places, 
thereby giving us a short time at least to recruit our ranks, which 
have been sadly thinned by the danger, hardships, and diseases to 
which we have been exposed for nearly two years. We do not wish 
to detract from the merit or gallantry of those troops yet remaining 
in the State, but think it just and right that they should be made to 
bear their part of the burden; or in other words, that it should be 
more equally distributed. Our brigade once numbered over 3,000 
men, but now little more than as many hundred remain. The Presi- 
dent has strongly recommended in his message to Congress that the 
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smallest regiments be consolidated, as it would greatly decrease the 
expenses of the war. The Florida regiments being about the smallest 
in the Army of Northern Virginia will be the first to suffer in that 
way, and we (both officers and men) think if our civil authorities at 
home will not make the slightest effort to relieve us in our distress 
- they hold the honor of the State as of little consequence, and we are 
poorly repaid for the sacrifices made and the danger gone through 
with since coming to Virginia. Great injustice has been done us as 
regards sending on conscripts to recruit our ranks. It is a well- 
known fact that the object of the conscript law was not to form new 
organizations (as is the case in Florida), but to fill up the ranks of 
the regiments already in the field as fast as they were reduced below 
the standard by the misfortunes of war. It is an equally well-known 
fact that not a single conscript has been sent to some of the regi- 
“ments, and what is worse, the deserters have been allowed to join 
home organizations, which is surely encouraging to us, especially on 
the eve of consolidation. 

We inclose you the indorsements of our generals upon the applica- 
tion to be sent to Florida this winter, and respectfully ask your 
co-operation in our endeavors to that effect. We know that your 
influence is justly felt and appreciated where it would benefit our 
undertaking should you think it proper to assist us in this move. 

At a meeting of the officers of this brigade we, the undersigned, 
being appointed a committee to correspond with Your Excellency 
upon this subject, would be pleased to hear from you as soon as 
convenient. 

We have the honor to be, Governor, your obedient servants, 

Benj. F. Davis, major Fifth Florida Regiment; Thos. E. 
Clarke, major Eighth Florida Regiment; David Lang, 
colonel Eighth Florida Regiment; B. Frank Whitner, 
captain, Eighth Florida Regiment, committee. C. A. 
Bryan, captain, Fifth Florida Regiment; J. L. Taylor, 
lieutenant, commanding Company K, Fifth Florida 
Regiment; J. M. Tolbert, Company D, Second Florida 
Regiment; N. B. Walker, Company I, Second Flor- 
ida Regiment; D. B. Taylor, aide-de-camp. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS PERRY’S BRIGADE, 
December 17, 1868. 
These applications are respectfully forwarded and recommended. 
The regiments composing this brigade originally numbered 3,271; of 
these there are now left barely enough for a battalion. From Gov- 
ernor Milton and other sources in Florida I learn that the regiments 
could be recruited were they allowed to winter there. I hope the 
application will be favorably considered. 
= Hs A. PERRYS 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade. 


[Second indorsement.] 


DECEMBER 18, 1863. 
Respectfully forwarded, urgently requesting that this or some other 
means be taken to restore the Florida Brigade to something like its 
original strength. 
Rk. H. ANDERSON, 
Major-General. 


Se 


 ['Phird indorsement.} 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY CORPS, s 
pape Ge! 2 tnx _ December 19, 1863, 
Respectfully forwarded. ies : = 
I believe this might be tried, and probably with advantage. — 

‘ a re we 
_ Inteutenant- General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


ORANGE, December 23, 1868. 
Respectfully returned. : 
In a correspondence with His Excellency Governor Milton some 

time since General Lee stated that he would send this brigade or a 
part of it to Florida for the purpose indicated herein, provided a regi- 
ment would be sent here to supply its place. To this no response has 
been received. ‘The interests of the service will not allow that the 
regiment be detached without. an equivalent. All that can be done 
is to send suitable officers to co-operate with the officers of conscrip- 
tion in procuring recruits, as is done with other regiments similarly 
situated. If the recruits or conscripts are in the State, it is thought 
they ean as well be obtained by sending for them as by sending the 
brigade there to recruit them. an 
By order: 
W. H. TAYLOR, 

Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fifth indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS PERRY’S BRIGADE, 
December 26, 1868. 


The above copies of indorsements are correct. 
D. B. TAYLOR, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 11, 1864. 
Governor VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 
Your request anticipated. The Don went to sea on or before 
the 9th. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 12, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 

Sir: On the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, relating to the 
consumption of grain in North Carolina in the manufacture of whisky, 
I called upon the Surgeon-General to report whether he had any con- 
tract for the distillation of spirits in your State, and if so, the quan- 
tity of grain required and the necessity for the supply. I annex a 
copy of his reply: 

The Medical Department has no contract for alcoholic stimulant in the State of 
North Carolina. The distillery at Salisbury referred to by Governor Vance is 
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owned by the Medical Department and is engaged in the manufacture of whisky 
and Gieohal for the sole use of the sick and wounded of the Army. The distillery 
was purchased by this Department for the purpose of dispensing with the system 
of contracting for alcoholic stimulants, as it has been found that a large quantity 
of whisky manufactured by contractors is of an inferior quality and their con- 
tracts were not in other respects faithfully carried out. It is also believed that a 
large quantity of whisky made by contractors has been sold to private parties 
when it should have been delivered to the Government, therety consuming more 
grain than was required to fill their contracts. Major Badham has been instructed 
to turn over grain to the medical purveyor in charge of the Government distillery 
at Salisbury in order to obviate the necessity of this department going into mar- 
ket to purchase, which would enhance the ides paid for grain by the Quarter- 
master’s Department, and the 30,000 bushels referred to in the within communi- 
cation is for a whole year’s supply for the distillery. There is no distillery at 
Charlotte belonging to this department, nor am I aware that there is one there. 
The Attorney-General has decided that the Confederate Government has the 
express power ‘‘to support armies;” that any means may be used which are 
necessary and proper to obtain supplies for that support. Therefore a State has 
no power to interfere with the Confederate Government in the manufacture or 
even contracting for such supplies. In conclusion, I would state that it is abso- 
lutely necessary for the comfort and welfare of the sick and wounded of our Army 
that the Government distillery at Salisbury should not be interfered with or the 
supply of grain cut off. 

I may add to the above that on inquiry I learn that a greater cool- 
ness of temperature than for many months of the year prevails in the 
Southern States when corn is more abundant is essential to the ready 
and proper distillation of spirits, and that this cireumstance prevented 
the easy solution of the difficulties presented by your remonstrance 
which I should have sought in the removal of the Government 
laboratory. 

I trust your objections will, under the circumstances, be withdrawn. 

Very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[JANUARY 12, 1864.—For Murrah to Magruder, with reference to the 
status of Texas State troops, see Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 926. ] 


CIRCULAR l BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
IN Oe Lee Richmond, January 13, 1864. 


I. The attention of commandants of conscripts is specially called 
to General Orders, No. 3, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
1864, herewith printed.* By these general orders the acceptance of 
substitutes into the Army is forbidden, and all persons who have 
heretofore been exempted from military service by reason of having 
furnished substitutes are rendered liable to such service. 

II. Commandants will forthwith proceed with the enrollment of all 
persons who have been exempted by reason of having furnished sub- 
stitutes. A distinct roll will be kept of the persons thus enrolled, 
containing the name of the substitute, the date of the substitution, the 
company and regiment in which the substitution was made, and, as far 
as practicable, whether the substitute is still in service; and if not, 
whether lost by desertion, discharge, or casualty. This roll will be 
forwarded with monthly reports. 

Ill. Principals of substitutes are subject to the same regulations 
prescribed for other persons liable to military service; but the fact 


*See p. 11. 
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ing furnished a substitute may be assumed as prima facie 
ce that the principal has no other claim for exemption, and 
ll therefore demand careful examination when new claims are 
_ presented. 

_ IV. To aid in detecting frauds in substitutions which have been 
committed by officers and others, commandants will endeavor to pro- 
cure all substitute papers, examine them, and if found to be irregular 
_ or supposed to be fraudulent, will forward them to the Bureau, with 
_ testimony and opinion. 

V. Cases of fraudulent, irregular, and improper exemptions have 
; 


been reported to the Bureau; certificates of exemption have been 
counterfeited, and it is feared officers are not free from liability to 
grave charges in granting exemptions. ; 

Commandants will forthwith, by special inspections and otherwise, 
proceed to a rigid revision of all exemptions. 

By command of Col. J. 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(To Commandants of Conscripts. ) 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 13, 1864. 
His Excellency J. E. BRown, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Str: General Beauregard has of late on several occasions expressed 
serious apprehensions that the enemy were strengthening their land 
forces and contemplating an attack on the line of railroad, and in 
consequence has called for re-enforcements. Unable to spare them 
from other sources, it is deemed advisable to inquire of you whether 
the residue of the 15,000 men organized, as the Department has 

~ understood, under the call made upon you last summer, and not yet 
brought into service, could be commanded in whole or in part for aid 
to General Beauregard. They might, without leaving the State, if 
\ that be objectionable, be substituted for other troops at Savannah, or 
along the line within the limits of Georgia. General Cobb likewise 
writes that the term of service of the local forces under his com- 
mand will expire in February, and in such event it would be of great 
importance that either they should be continued in the service, or a 
portion of the 15,000 not employed as above should be prepared to 
take their places. Will you be so kind as to inform me what course 
you will feel at liberty to adopt under the circumstances, so that a 
more formal call may, if necessary, be made upon you? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


COMMITTEE ROOM, CONFEDERATE RELATIONS, 
January 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: Your communication* to me of the , inviting attention 
of the Legislature to the policy of withdrawing all able-bodied male 


* Not found. 
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slaves from within the enemy’s lines and without our own, liable to 
seizure by them through the intervention of our own forces, wa 
from them the attention its importance demands. They have con- 
sidered the subject in both the aspects in which you pass , viz, 
the saving of the property of our citizens and the ——, the 
enemy’s design of recruiting a black force within the limits licated 

and have invited and obtained the expression of the views of a large 
number of the members of the house representing the counties more 
immediately interested as to the effects likely to be produced by the 
adoption of the policy suggested. They concur, I betieve, without 
exception in believing it would be attended with very serious mischief 
and with very partial compensating good. They represent that within 
the enemy’s lines the number of slaves left at their homes fit for mili- 
tary service is now very limited, forcibly or voluntarily the great bulk 
of them of that description having already gone to the enemy; that the 
few remaining are retained generally by strong local or family attach- 
ments, but none by any motive which would not yield to the aversion 
they entertain to be forced away from their homes within our lines 
and employed on our public works; that they are so scattered that 
but a very small proportion could be captured, if any, by a military 
raiding party before they would fly to the woods or to the enemy, soon 
to be followed by their families, whose labor and assistance is now so 
invaluable to the loyal whites (chiefly females and children) still 
remaining in the enemy’s lines, would be attended with the most 
deplorable consequences; that many of those citizens would be left 
in great extremity for support if they remained, or exposed to great 
loss and suffering if they removed, besides by coming farther into 
the interior increasing the existing pressure on our already over- 
taxed means of subsistence. The fear was also expressed by some of 
the gentlemen who favored the committee with their views that the 
loss of their still remaining slaves occasioned by such an intervention 
of the Government might lead, however unjustifiably, to alienating 
from our cause persons now friendly to it. The effects on the slaves 
in the interior of bringing amongst them, so far as the measure should 
prove successful, those who had become imbued by the enemy with 
ideas and habits but little consistent with the obedience and subordi- 
nation proper to their condition and necessary to the peace and safety 
of the whites, was strongly urged as dissuading from the adoption of 
the policy under consideration. 

In respect to the consequences of such a measure as applied to the 
districts between our lines and those of the enemy, the gentlemen 
representing them thought the effects would be similar to those above 
presented. While in them a plan might be adopted, no doubt 
attended with more success for getting possession of the slaves than 
in the other case, yet they believed large numbers would attempt, 
successfully, to escape to the enemy, while it would be the signal for 
the immediate stampede into the enemy’s camps of all the slaves 
within their lines. There was no difference of opinion as to the gen- 
eral opposition of the owners to the plan, nor as to its resulting in a 
greater loss of slave property to the State than would ensue by leay- 
ing the owners to pursue the best means in their power to save them 
as exigencies might recommend. Not considering that the commu- 
nication received from you was intended so much to indicate a line of 
policy determined on as to invite a conference and comparison of 
views with those most interested in it in regard to its expediency, the 
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CONFEDERATE AUTHORITIES. 
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be disinclined to recommend to the favor of the House the policy of 
a forcible withdrawal of the slaves from the quarters of the State 
embraced by your suggestion by the military intervention of the Con- 
federate Government. But they trust there will be found no room 
or occasion for any conflict to arise between the authorities, respect- 
ively, of the two governments, at least in the conclusions they shall 
arrive at. They are persuaded that the Confederate Government, 
_ even if not concurring entirely in the views above set forth, would yet 
readily refrain, in a matter of so much delicacy and so vitally affect- 
_ ing our citizens, unless from the clearest conviction of an overruling 
_ necessity, from exercising a power which any State might deem seriously 
_ Objectionable and prejudicial to her most important interests. 
__ Hoping to learn from your reply that the Confederate Government 
does not, in view of all the circumstances, propose to pursue the 
policy to which you invited the attention of the Legislature of Vir- 
- ginia unless with their concurrence, I am, very respectfully, 
WYNDHAM ROBERTSON, 
Chairman. 


[JANUARY 13, 1864.—For Lee to Preston, in relation to the necessity 
for a strict execution of the conscript law in order to strengthen the 
- armies in the field, see Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 1087. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 6. ‘ Richmond, January 14, 1864. 
I. Whenever ordnance stores are lost or damaged in any brigade it 
will be the duty of each brigade or district commander, at the request 
of his ordnance officer, or of any officer accountable for ordnance 
stores, to appoint as often as necessary a board of survey, to consist 
of three officers, to assess the value of or damage to such stores. 

II. The decision of this board, with the approval of the brigade or 
district commander, will be final; and it will be the duty of the 
brigade or district ordnance officer to notify the company commander 
to stop the amount on the muster-rolls when privates are found 
chargeable; and when officers are found chargeable, instead of report- 
ing to the Secretary of War as required by paragraph 921, General 
Regulations, he will notify the brigade quartermaster or the chief 
quartermaster of the district to have the amount stopped at the next 
payment. Duplicate of such notification in the case of officers and 

privates to be sent to the Chief of Ordnance at Richmond, to be by 

him transmitted to the Second Auditor of the Treasury. 

III. The brigade or district ordnance officer will furnish the brigade 
inspector or other officer having charge of that duty with a statement 
of all stoppages made by the board of survey against officers and men, 

and the inspector will see that these stoppages are actually made. 

IV. The same instructions will be adhered to in the artillery, where 
the officers in charge of the artillery of a corps or of a department 
will call the board of survey. 
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V. Ordnance sergeants of regiments will remain habitually with 
their regiments and keep themselves constantly informed as to the 
positions of the brigade ordnance train. : 

VI. The use of the sword-bayonet having been generally disap- 
proved by boards of officers in the field, to whom the question of its 
usefulness was referred, its manufacture has been ordered to be dis- 
continued. The triangular bayonet will be substituted. 

VII. Hospital funds within $5,000, acerued at general hospitals, may 
be transferred to other general hospitals on the order of the medical 
director or the Surgeon-General. 

By order: 

Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 14, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, : 

Raleigh, N. C.: 


Your EXcELLENCY: I am duly in receipt of your letter of 7th 
instant. Before it came to hand I had directed that the following 
telegram be sent to the agent of the Department at Wilmington: 
‘‘No reply yet from Governor Vance. The Secretary of War wishes 
you to arrange to let Don go out, leaving the question of ownership 
of one-third of the cargo to be determined after full conference with 
Governor Vance,” and had received a reply as follows: ‘‘Suggestion 
in your telegram relative to Don anticipated. She has proceeded to 
sea.” Iam most anxious, in reference to the blockade trade, to do 
whatever will most subserve the use of the Army and people. After 
I found that the few steamers owned by the Government were inade- 
quate to carry out cotton to purchase supplies and munitions urgently 
needed, I sent an officer to Wilmington and Charleston to confer 
with owners of steamers and make the best arrangements possible to 
secure a portion of the carrying capacity of their steamers for the 
Government, and wrote at the same time to Generals Beauregard 
and Whiting, placing the necessities of the Government before them. 
Arrangements were then made whereby the several owners conceded 
at least one-third of their carrying capacity on payment of reasonable 
freights therefor. Under these arrangements the Don and Hansa 
have heretofore been loaded. J am aware that the owners and agents 
of this line (who are all foreigners, as I am advised) were prepared to 
make any concession as to inward freights to be relieved from earry- 
ing out any cotton for the Government, their sole interest lying in 
getting out of the country as much cotton as possible. Indeed, I have 
found no difficulty in securing as much freight room inward as I 
desire from the ports which the steamers run. 

Under these circumstances I think you will agree with me, Goy- 
ernor, that the arrangements with Messrs. Collie & Co., with which 
you propose to supersede mine, are less advantageous to the country 
than those established by me. We are both laboring in the same 
cause and for the same end, and I will not willingly allow any con- 
flict with you through officers acting under my authority and I feel 
that I may ask the same of you. Our wants for meat, lead salt- 
peter, shoes, clothing, &c., are most urgent at this time, and “ever 
bale of cotton I could send out has been devoted to such iishiawes 


iy =, cy teers apt hiang 


for the use of all the troops in the field. When I learned that you 


had purchased the steamer Advance I did not wait for an application, 


— but at once directed the agent at Wilmington to exempt her from 


the requirements made of all other steamers. The Don and Hansa 
are upon a different footing. They are already engaged in carrying 
out one-third of cargo for account of the Government. The owners 
made overtures to you in order to be relieved from what they regarded 
as an onerous obligation. When advised of these facts I do not think 
you will insist on thus relieving them by your contract from their 
engagements with the Government—engagements they were actively 
executing at the time you entered into contract with them. 

If for special temporary purposes connected with your supplies at 
Bermuda you wish the exemption of the Hansa and Don for present: 
trip, or indeed longer time, I shall give orders to meet your wishes. 
Iam sure that you will agree with me that, as a general thing, it will 
be better for the Confederate Government to send out cotton to procure 
supplies for our armies than for the individual States to undertake 
the matter. Some States have no ports, others are within the occupa- 
tion of the enemy. The troops from such States must be supplied by 
the Confederate Government only. If each State undertakes the 
export of cotton and the import of all supplies necessary, we shall 


5 have great jealousy among the troops from the different States and 


great embarrassment in questions connected with railroad transpor- 
tation. There can be no objection to a State exerting every effort for 
the comfort and well-being of its soldiers and people, but such efforts 
should be outside of and not interfere with those of the Confederate 
Government for the comfort and well-being of the whole Army and 
country. 

I will, on this full representation of the considerations that control 
the Department, leave it entirely to your own judgment and patriotism 
to determine whether any and what allowance should be made the 
Government of the last cargoes of the Hansa and Don, but trust that 
upon their return you will consent to have them resume their place 
in carrying out one-third for the Government, and will so advise me 
on the receipt of this. 

I ought, in addition, to intimate to you that General Whiting, from 
some correspondence he has seen with Mr. Andrea, has formed 


- unfavorable opinions as to his interest in our cause and the purely 


selfish ends at which he is aiming. 
I have the honor, sir, to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 15, 1864. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 

I have received from your honorable body, through the hands of 
your secretary, a copy of the report and resolution adopted by you in 
executive session on the 9th instant. 

The resolution is in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Senate do advise and consent to the appointment of the 
military officers nominated in the four several messages of the President dated 
on the 8th instant, all of whom are from States west of the Mississippi River, for 


the reasons stated in the foregoing report; and that the action of the Senate herein 
is not to be construed as sanctioning or recognizing the right of the Executive, in 
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nominating officers to the Senate, to fix the time at which they shall take rank 
anterior to the preceding session of Congress, or at any time during such session. 


By the first four lines of the resolution I am. informed that the 
Senate acknowledge the legality and concur In the propriety of my 
action in regard to these nominations, by their advising and consent-— 
ing to the appointments as proposed. This is the whole action 
usually taken on nominations, and seems to exhaust the authority 
over appointments vested in the Senate by the Constitution. 

The reservation, however, in the present instance, that the Senate 
is not to be considered as sanctioning or recognizing the right of the 
Executive to do in the future what the Senate have approved of his 
doing in the cases before them, as explained in the report to which the 
resolution refers, imposes on me the necessity of this communication. 

On referring to that report I confess to my surprise at finding 
myself apparently charged with a violation of the Constitution, 
although no foundation exists for the implication conveyed in the 
report. I feel sure, therefore, that neither the committee nor the 
Senate could have intended or sanctioned such a charge; but I could 
not in justice to myself fail to call your attention to the language 
employed. It is as follows: 

* * * Theonly difficulty presented tothe committee is, that the date at which 
the officers nominated are to take rank is anterior to the last session of Congress. 

The committee are of opinion that the Constitution contemplates that all offi- 
cers appointed in the recess of Congress shall only hold under such appointment 
to the close of the next session of Congress, and that they should be renominated, 
if it is intended to retain them in their offices, to the Senate at its first session 
after their appointment. This has not been done in this case. 

The Senate cannot but agree with me that the plain inference from 
these passages is that the Constitution has been violated by my hay- 
ing appointed these officers during the recess and retained them in 
office without nominating them to the Senate at its next session. 
It has thus become incumbent on me (while satisfied that neither the 
committee nor the Senate could have intended to make such an accu- 
sation) to repel any inference that might hereafter be drawn from my 
silence on the subject, by stating that not only had no appointments 
of these officers been made prior to the nominations on which the 
Senate has just acted, but that the fact of the necessity for the 
appointments only reached the Executive since the commencement 
of your present session, by communication received last month from 
the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Upon the point suggested in the close of the resolution, that the 
Executive is without the right to make a nomination to a military 
grade, coupled with rank from a date prior to a former session of 
the Senate, it is not deemed proper to anticipate any future disagree- 
ment with the Senate by presenting the reasons for the opposite conelu- 
sion as being the only one consistent with the laws for the regulation 
of the Army, as well as with long-settled usage and the necessities of 
the service. 

When the occasion shall arise I cannot doubt that the Senate will 
notwithstanding this resolution, refuse to abandon its own constitu- 
tional power to act on nominations at its pleasure, according to the 
merits of each case and the good of the service. I am confirmed in 
this conclusion by observing that the resolution was passed without a 
call for the yeas and nays, and therefore with probably less than the 
usual consideration, as wellas by the further reflection that as Executive 
nominations which meet the disapproval of the Senate on any ground 
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ways subject to rejection without assignment of : . 
ill show that no advantage can arise fro en our 
its own discretion in future cases by binding its own judgment — 


JEFFERSON DAVIS, 


’ ATLANTA, January 15, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: a es : 
I am satisfied that I can raise a large and efficient force if the 
authority I have asked for to organize troops for the war from State 

Guard is granted. Rest assured it is the best policy. It is important 
| that I receive an answer at once. 
| = ; TLOWELL COBB, 

. Major-General. 


RICHMOND, January 15, 1864. 


President of the Confederate States, Richmond, Va.: 
1 Str: We beg leave, in view of the condition of the military service, 
as connected with the organization of our Kentucky troops, to make 
some suggestions which may render those troops more effective. At 
present they are dispersed in small bodies with the different armies 
inthe west and southwest. The terms for service for which they 
_ engaged are drawing toa close. There does not exist amongst them 
any desire to abandon the cause in which they so heartily embarked; 
but there does exist a strong wish amongst the infantry to change the 
character of their service. It is an opinion, founded upon all the 
facts within our reach, that great benefit would result to the country 
by organizing these troops in a State organization, and in mounting 
them as far as it can be done. The following would be some of the 
. results of such an organization: 

First. It would gratify a natural desire existing among soldiers for 
a change, and would go far toward satisfying their craving to see their 
homes; for next to the enjoyment of their own firesides would be the 
satisfaction of a camp home amongst their own exiled people. 

Second. The concentration of the Kentuckians would be an induce- 
ment to call together at once from all parts of the Confederacy all 
stragglers and people from the State not yet attached to military 
organizations. It would also be an inducement held out to Southern 
men yet remaining in Kentucky to enlist in the organization. The 
benefits resulting from such a concentration would, in our opinion, 
far outweigh the temptations held out to individuals to leave the 
ranks. 

Third. The concentration of these troops in the vicinity of Ken- 
tucky in a position to act in concert with any general movement of 
our Western army would have a most beneficial result. We think 
by the opening of the spring campaign there could be assembled in 
East Tennessee, or such other position as may be deemed best, about 
8,000 effective Kentuckians. Combining their movements with those 
of the main army, they could enter Kentucky. Most of them are 
veteran troops. Fighting as infantry, they would be numerous enough 
and sufficiently effective to drive before them any cavalry force likely 
to be sent against them. The result would be either that they would 


& : 
_ His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
. 
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occupy the center of the State, collect supplies, and gather strength 
and interrupt the enemy’s communications, or that heavy infantry 
detachments must be sent from the enemy’s main army to drive them 
from the State. In the latter event it will prove a legitimate military 
diversion, when a small detachment will be enabled to occupy the 
attention of a large force of the enemy, and to that extent lighten 
the task of the main army. : 

Fourth. The political result of such an organization would be 
highly favorable. The hopes of the Southern sympathizers in the 
State still cling with great tenacity around the Kentucky organiza- 
tions. Dispersed as these organizations now are, their identity is 
almost lost. If assembled in one body they will be enabled to excite 
anew the hopes of our people, and we believe that the awakened 
interest of the men themselves and of the people in this organization 
would in the present political condition of Kentucky largely increase 
the strength of the force. 

Fifth. The results of such an organization would, in our opinion, 
be most effective if the public interest admitted of our being asso- 
ciated with this force; for it is probably not assuming too much to 
state that we may be enabled to combine in a great degree the military 
and political elements of the State which are favorable to the country. 
But while it is our own opinion that our services would be more 
effective with this than with any other organization which we can 
think of, we can but add that in this, as in all other matters con- 
nected with the defense of our country, we will cheerfully submit to 
any decision which your Excellency may make in reference to a sub- 
ject which appeals so strongly to our sympathies and to our patriotism. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, Your Excelleney’s 
obedient servants, 

JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 
Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 
JNO. H. MORGAN, 
Brigadier- General. 
JOS. H. LEWIS, 
Brigadier- General. 


[First indorsement.] 


JANUARY 16, 1864, 

Secretary of War for consideration and remarks. 

The proposition has two main features, viz, the assembling of the 
Kentucky troops into one corps, and the mounting of those troops 
when assembled. It is also indicated that they should be sent to 
Kentucky. 

ARs 23 
[Second indorsement. ] 

Respectfully returned to the President. 

I have had several conferences, as well with members from Ken- 
tucky as the generals signing this letter, on the subject presented 
I find it difficult to reconcile with my convictions as to the interest of 
the service to convert all the troops from Kentucky into mounted 
men. The infantry brigade, though much reduced, is among the 
most reliable in the service, and for the hot work before our armies of 
more value than three times the number of mounted men, — It would be 


taney and regret, is | 

neession to the fee oe ‘the men desertion 
is inevitable. This alone causes me to doubt. Per! 
yielding the one point of mounting the men, the organi 
tuckians into one corps, with headquarters in common ¢ 
ite leader at their head, might suffice to arouse a Sta 
a prestige to the organization that might measurably 


i “might be allowed the commander to allow temporary ex- 
nges of service to the different regiments. The hope should be 
ld out to them, too, of returning to Kentucky, most speedily and 


i 


, 


uld lose more than it gained in men. 
ren , a JAS. A. SEDDON, 
Ean sees Secretary of War. 
F - - ’ $ [Third indorsement. | : 
_ AIDE-DE-CAMP: 
Address letter to General Johnston, stating application and con- 
_ siderations offered, and request views on the question of assembling 
the Kentucky troops on border of Kentucky, and as another question 
the propriety of converting them into mounted troops. ; 
’ : pees 
‘3 > 
ee att 
_  . CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
; January 16, 1864. 
~ General HOWELL COBB, ~~ 
; ‘ Atlanta, Ga.: 
pS The matter is under consideration of the President. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Columbia, January 16, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
; Secretary of War: 

Sir: Iam directed by His Excellency the Governor to request you 
to furnish him with a copy of your order declaring that soldiers 
appointed to military academies cannot be discharged. 

T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B.U FS ARTHUR, 
Private Secretary. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., January 16, 1804. 
Maj. J. C. JOHNSTON, 
Commandant of Conscripts, Bristol, Tenn.: 
Magsor: I am directed by the superintendent to write to you and 
say that he directs that you will forthwith remove your camp of 
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retain them in service. In conjunction with this, some 


- 
nanently, by defeating the enemy before them. A partial raid a 


= 
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instruction te some safe and convenient point in the nee RDOHCS of 
Lieutenant-General Longstreet’s army. It is not advisable for shoe 
to select a station immediately within or contiguous to the lines. On 


reaching your station you will immediately proceed to active oper- 


ations in enrolling conscripts and arresting deserters. Until further 
orders you will have authority to enroll ‘Tennessee and Kentucky 
conscripts. You will apply directly to Lieutenant-General Long- 
street for such supporting force as you may deem necessary, and 
report the same to this Bureau. You will also apply to General Long- 
street for the use of such officers as you may think needful as enroll- 
ing officers, asking him for their temporary assignment. Your 
requisitions will be filled as early as practicable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR ‘ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
: WaAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 2. Richmond, Va., January 18, 1864. 


In addition to the copy of special orders detailing disabled officers 
and soldiers, furnished for the information of the Bureau, comman- 
dants will also forward to the Bureau a copy for reference to the com- 
manding officer of the command to which such officers or soldiers” 
belong. 

From the omission to forward such copies additional labor is 
imposed on the Bureau, which its clerical force is insufficient to exe- 
eute and which properly belongs to the office from which the order is 
issued. 

By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(To Commandants of Conscripts. ) 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 18, 1864. 
His Excellency THomas H. Watts, 
Governor of Alabama, Montgomery, Ala.: 


Sir: Your letter of the 6th instant, earnestly requesting that Gov- 
ernment iron contractors in Alabama be authorized to sell to planters 
some of their iron to make and repair agricultural implements, was 
referred to the chief of the Niter and Mining Bureau for considera- 
tion and remarks. Ihave the honor to invite your attention to the 
following copy of his reply: 


The Government supplies in Alabama will permit the diversion of a consider- 
able quantity of cast iron for agricultural purposes, but very little rolled iron. 
The loss of the Tennessee rolling-mills and the virtual suspension of the Etowah 
mills have thrown all the requisitions from the Army of Tennessee for wagon- 
tire and horseshoe iron upon the two Alabama mills controlled by the Bureau. 
These requisitions can be met with great difficulty, and only by drawing largely 
upon the Navy. Major Hunt has been instructed to call upon the Governor of 
Alabama, explain the poverty of our resources, and to urge a concert action from 
the State authorities in starting additional rolling-mills. : : 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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ACT to provide for holding elections for Representatives in th 
i the Confederate States from the State of Missouri. 
_- The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
elections for Representatives in the Congress of the Confederate States 
for the State of Missouri may be held as follows, until the Legislature 
of said State shall otherwise direct: That each voter shall be allowed 
to vote one ticket, containing the name of one person for each one of | 
the seven Congressional districts of said State, and the persons receiv- 

_ing the highest number of votes for the Representative districts, shall 
be commissioned as Representatives by the Governor of said State. 

Sec. 2. Such election shall be held upon the first Monday in May 
next, and upon the same day of each second year thereafter during 
the war. . ae 
Sec. 3. Such elections shall be held by the officers authorized, or 
persons appointed or provided by the laws of said State for the pur- 

pose of holding such elections, and shall be conducted according to 
the mode prescribed by the laws of said State, except so far as the 
same are modified by this act. 

Src. 4. In such elections, any citizen. of the Confederate States who 
shall be qualified to vote for a member of the most numerous branch 
; of the State Legislature of said State, shall be entitled to vote at the 
place or places in said State, at which he would be entitled to vote in 
an election for such member of said Legislature. 

Sec. 5. But in case such-citizen shall be in the military service of 
the Conféderate States, or in case he shall be driven from his home 
by the occupation of his country by the public enemy, or by the 
-~ movements of the enemy’s troops, or in case the election cannot be 

held at the usual places of holding the same, by reason of such occu- 
pation or movements, then such citizen shall be allowed to vote at any 
place of voting in said State, or in the camps of the Army, as herein- 
after provided. 

Src. 6. Such elections for Representatives, when held in the camps 
of the Army, shall be conducted as follows: In every army corps, 
division, or command, the colonel of each regiment, or other officer in 
command of any less body on detached service, shall appoint two 
judges and three clerks to open and hold such election, who shall hold 
the same and make out the poll books and returns, under the same 
rules and regulations, as far as practicable, as if the same were opened 
and held at the usual places of holding the same in said State, and 
shall allow all persons entitled to vote therein. 

Src. 7. The returns of such elections in camps shall be forwarded 
by the several commanding officers, appointing the judges and clerks 
as aforesaid, to the highest officer in grade, and the senior of the grade 
from said State, for which the same is held in the encampment or 
Army, in which the same is held, whose duty it shall be, at once, to 
forward the same to the Governor of the State, or the same may be, if 
more convenient, forwarded by such commanding officer directly to 
the Governor. _ 

Sno. 8. In case the exigencies of the public service prevent the 
holding of the elections in any camp under this act, at the time pro- 
vided by law, the same may be held at any time within ten days after 
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the preventing cause may cease; the time for holding the same to be 
| fook Dyithe biter Stunt to appoint the judges and clerks. : 

Src. 9. Such officer shall be authorized to administer the proper 
oaths to the judges and clerks, or they may administer the same to 
ey very person concerned in holding such election shall take 
an oath to support the Constitution of the Confederate States, and 
- to discharge his duty, in holding such election, faithfully and impar- 
tially. 

Approved January 19, 1564. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
INO. 3: Richmond, Va., January 19, 1864. 


In view of the great increase of special applications for exemption 
and the facilities with which signatures are obtained, it has become 
necessary to prescribe regulations for proceeding in such cases to pre- 
vent the allowance of exemption in cases specially presented and sup- 
ported by many signers, with some show of testimony, but without 
real merit. The officers of conscription will therefore be governed 
by the following instructions: 

I. Every application should be sworn to by the applicant and veri- 
fied by the affidavits of at least two respectable citizens who are per- 
sonally acquainted with the facts testified to by them. 

II. Applications so verified should be carefully, particularly, and 
vigilantly investigated by the local enrolling officers, and a report of 
the facts, with their opinion in approval or disapproval, forwarded 
through the proper official channel, with the application, to the com- 
mandant. 

Ill. The investigation should not be confined to an examination of 
the papers alone, or into the truth of the statements therein made, 
but should be directed with a view of ascertaining all the facts and cir- 
cumstances of the case, and the exact condition of the parties with 
relation thereto, that an intelligent opinion on its merits may be 
formed. For this purpose inquiries should be instituted of persons 
unconnected with the application. The report should be somewhat in 
detail, setting forth seriatim the facts developed in the investigation, 
giving briefly the reasons for the opinion expressed, and instead of 
being put in the form of an indorsement will be made on a separate 
sheet of paper. 

IV. In expressing his own opinion of approval the commandant 
will state whether he recommends permanent or temporary exemp- 
tion; and if temporary, for what length of time. 

V. No application will be considered unless investigated in accord- 
ance with these instructions. 

By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(Po Commandants of Conseripts.) 
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Sir: I have seen Maj. J. J. Walker, ac 
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_. Secretary of War: ee ; : sera: fe 
2 : ting commissary of subsist-_ 
ence for the State, and he has explained in a satisfactory manner 


what his agents in the different counties of the State are doing, and | oe 


a the object of the census of property being taken. While these com- 
plaints of the ‘ees conduct of agents were being made, a little 
explanation by se 


sible officers would have avoided all the difficulty. 
The impressment of private property is always odious and ought to 
be avoided whenever possible. It is a better policy for the Government 


to pay double price than to make impressments. If we fail to achieve 


our independence in this contest the failure will arise from breaking 
down the spirits of the people by acts of tyranny by our own officers. 
The impressment of property only aggravates the price and creates 
opposition to the Government and our cause. The practical oper-. 


ation of the impressment system has been disastrous. 


So far as Major Walker himself is concerned, I should never fear 
anything from his acts that was wrong. He isa man of fine com- 
mon sense and of high character, and he takes pains to perform the 


most onerous duties in such a manner as to retain the good will of all 


with whom he has to do, but many of the impressing officers care 
neither for God nor man. 
The object of this letter was simply to say that Major Walker’s 
explanation was entirely satisfactory. 
Very respectfully, 
T. H. WATTS, 
* ~ Governor of Alabama. 


~ 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 19, 1864. 
R. S. McCULLOH, Esq. : 

Str: In granting you a passport to go beyond the limits of the Con- 
federate States, you are authorized, under an act to organize bodies 
for the capture and destruction of the enemy’s property by land and 
sea, approved 17th of February, 1864, to engage in the destruction of 
the enemy’s property on the high seas or the rivers, lakes, and har- 
bors in the United States or the Confederate States of America, or on 
the territory of either or both of them. You will be governed, how- 
ever, by the laws of nations, destroying only army and navy supplies 
and such other property as may be directly serviceable to the enemy 
in waging war against the Confederate States of America. Passenger 
vessels will be exempt from injury at your hands. You are also 
authorized to instruct and organize outside the limits of the Con- 
federate States a company of men, not to exceed twenty in number, 
to act under your orders in the performance of the service in which 
you are hereby empowered to engage, taking strict care to observe 
the laws and rights of neutrals. You will forward a muster-roll of 
the company to this Department. Your services will be rendered 


without pay or other compensation than the percentage of loss or 


injury caused by you to the enemy’s property, to be awarded by the 
board of officers appointed for that purpose by this Department to 


an > 


convene in the city of Richm nd, Va., the said comp 
case to exceed 50 per centum of the loss or injury inflic¢ 


bedient servant, “hapa 
Respectfully, zou obe TAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


a thes 


——— 


RICHMOND, January 21, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: { 

Sir: I am informed that the authorities of the State of North Caro- 
lina hold a large quantity of woolen goods, partly imported, beyond 
what can possibly be needed for some time to come to meet the wants 
of the troops from that State. As all the manufacturing resources of 
the State have been devoted to the service of the soldiers therefrom, 
and the State besides has enjoyed, through its enterprise, unusual 
facilities for drawing supplies from abroad, it occurs to me that there 
may be on hand an excess of other necessary articles, such as shoes 
and blankets, that ean be spared for awhile to aid the service at 
large during the stress of the winter months. At all events, I venture 
to bring the matter to your attention, confident that your public 


spirit will lead you to do whatever you can to aid the troops of the . . 


Confederacy. 

Just at this time we are greatly in want of woolen goods and cloth 
(heavy) of any description and blankets; shoes, too, would be accept- 
able. The recent heavy losses experienced by this department in 
connection with the blockade has restricted somewhat its resources, 
and if you can advance for awhile any of the supplies referred to 
they will be acceptable, and I will come under an obligation to return 
the same early in the spring, when the pressure now upon me shall in 
part have passed by. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General. 


___— Hpqrs. DEPT. oF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLA., 


Charleston, S. C., January 21, 1864. 

General A. C. GARLINGTON, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., State of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.: 
GENERAL: The letter of His Excellency Governor Bonham, of the 
19th instant,* to the commanding general, now at Savannah, com- 
municating a copy of his letter of the 17th ultimo+ to the War 
Department, has been received and I deem it in place to acquaint you 
with the position of these headquarters in the absence of any orders 

from superior authority in the premises. 

: The troops in question having been called out for six months’ sery-_ 
ice, it is construed, are in that service from the time they assembled 
at their homes and quit their usual private avocations for military 
duty. Itis presumed the War Department supposed they would be 
called out on the 1st day of August, and hence specified that day as 
the beginning of their term of enrollment. As you are aware, how- 
Beer, the call from these headquarters was not issued for a month 
Eee nese tt page urged on the commanding general as of the 
portance that these men should not be withdrawn from the 


* Not found. 


+See Vol. II, this series, p. 1058. 


i Bi 
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U to S ) f 
the men meantime at their es, engas 


i y and another subsequently, 31st July, to elect field officers. — 
In view of these facts the commanding general has not felt author- 


: ized to discharge these troops until he shall be officially apprised of 
_ the views of the War Department, for which he asked on the 12th of — 


. 


December, 1863. 
Especially does he not feel warranted to act without orders, since he 


4 was expressly notified by telegraph from the Adjutant and Inspector 


General on the 5th of October, 1863, that he had ‘“‘no right to dis- 


_ charge the six-months’ regiments * * * ‘without authority from 
that office.” henta 


Be assured these headquarters have every wish to discharge these 
troops whensoever it may be authoritatively done, and it is hoped 
orders of the War Department will soon be made known. - 

The Governor does not say in his letter that he has received an 
answer to his to the Honorable Secretary of War, but it is presumed 
he has not from the context of his communication to the commanding 


_ general. 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS JORDAN, 
Chief of Staff. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 21, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BONHAM, —_ 

Governor of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.: 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 6th instant requesting me 
to furnish you with a copy of my order declaring that soldiers 
appointed to military academies cannot be discharged. 

In reply I have the honor to say that the Departmént has uniformly 
declined to grant discharges in such cases, on the ground that the 
best school of instruction, as well as the most honorable service, is 
now in the field. JI am very reluctant to deprive the youth of the 
country of the opportunity of mental improvement, but all consider- 
ations of private advantage must now yield to the paramount duty of 
defending the country. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AN ACT appropriating one hundred thousand dollars for the use and benefit of 
the Cherokee Nation. 


Whereas, by the forty-fifth article of the treaty between the Con- 
federate States of America and the Cherokee Nation, the said Con- 
federate States promised to collect and pay over to the Cherokee 
Nation the annual interest upon the several sums of money invested 
by said nation in stocks of certain States of the Confederate States; 
and whereas, by reason of the war with the United States, it 1s 
impracticable to make such collection; and whereas, there is good 


aving the men me a Y ged on their — 
ther occupations from which they had only been detached, 
erstood, one day to organize and elect company officers early _ 


. 
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reason to believe that the es ee said nation are greatly in’ need. 
ney thus due them: Therefore, 

Or The ny as of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 

the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and the same 1s hereby, 

appropriated out of any money in the Treasury, not otherwise 

appropriated, for the use and benefit of the Cherokee Nation. 

Src. 2. The said sum of money shall be forwarded without delay 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to the proper representatives of the 
Cherokee Nation. 

Sno. 3. It is hereby expressly understood that said one hundred 
thousand dollars is to be returned by the said Cherokee Nation when 
peace shall be ratified between the United and Confederate States, 
or that the said Confederate States shall be reimbursed out of the 
interest on said stocks which may then be due and collected. 

Approved January 22, 1864. : 


JANUARY 22, 1864. 
Jion. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have received from Col. W. H. Stevens, chief of construction 
Department of Northern Virginia, an estimate of $500,000 as required 
to meet the just claims presented, or to be presented hereafter, for 
the loss of slaves who have been impressed in the State of Virginia, 
and have escaped to the enemy or have died whilst engaged in 
labor on the Richmond defenses or from diseases contracted whilst 
thus employed. This estimate is based on an average valuation of 
$2,000 for each slave thus escaped or deceased. A consideration of 
the losses sustained in other portions of this State, especially in the 
Peninsula earlier in the war, gives the sum of $708,000 as the entire 
estimate for the State of Virginia. Reasoning by analogy, for want 
of absolute data, and extending the calculation to the other States of 
the Confederacy, in all of which heavy losses have been sustained 
among the negroes impressed for labor on the defenses, the Bureau 
has arrived at the sum of $3,108,000 as the minimum probably required 
to meet this class of expenditures. I have therefore the honor to 
submit an estimate of $3,108,000, and to ask an appropriation of this 
amount for the purpose indicated. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. RIVES, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, &e. 


[JANUARY : 22, 864.—For Murrah to Magruder, in relation to reor- 
ganization of Texas troops, see Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 905. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 7. j Richmond, January 23, 1864. 
I. Paragraph IV, General Order 


s, No. 3, current series, is her 
revoked. ‘ pee 


II. Enrolling officers will proceed as r 
enrollment of all persons made liable t 
enrollment as conscripts all 
teer: Provided— 

1. The company selected was in service on the 16th of April, 1862 

pril, : 


apidly as practicable in the 
o military service. Previous to 
such persons will be allowed to volun- 


No pers d ble t his order will be per- — 

to join or will be assigned to any company which has more 
an sixty-four privates on the roll until all the companies in the 

ice from the State of which the volunteer or conscript is a resi- 
dent shall have the minimum number prescribed by regulations. 

4. Upon the company being selected, the volunteer will receive 
from the enrolling officer a certificate to the effect that he has so_ 
_ volunteered, and no volunteer will be received in any company except 
on such certificate. 

Ill. Persons who fail to make selection according to the provisions 
_ of this order, and at the time of enlistment, will be assigned accord- 

ing to existing regulations. 

IV. All officers in command of companies authorized under this 
order to receive conscripts or volunteers will forthwith send to the 
commandant of conscripts of the State accurate certified rolls of 
their companies, and without such roll, showing that they do not 
exceed sixty-four privates, there will not be assigned any conscript or 
volunteer. 

By order: 


: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


_ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 24, 1864. 
WYNDHAM ROBERTSON, Esq., 
Chairman Committee on Confederate Relations, 
- House of Delegates of Virginia: 

Str: I regret that other more pressing engagements have prevented 
me from sooner acknowledging your communication of the 13th 
instant relative to the forced withdrawal of able-bodied male slaves 
from localities within the lines of the enemy or exposed to their 
inroads. The aims which were contemplated in the proposition here- 
tofore made by me to obtain the sanction of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia to such removal were chiefly two: First, to save such slaves to 
the owners and prevent the abstraction of so much productive and 
valuable labor from the Commonwealth; and secondly, to prevent their 
being seduced or compelled by the enemy to recruit his armies and 
inerease the resources employed by them in the atrocious warfare 
waged against us. 

In reference to the first of these ends, I am free to admit that infor- 
mation gathered by me from inquiries made and manifestations of 
sentiment in different exposed localities lead me to concur in the 
opinion you express as to the repugnance and apprehension enter- 
tained by owners of the effect of such proceedings upon their slave 
property. They should be able to form the best judgment as to the 
means of preserving their property, and the Department is disposed 
to defer to their judgment and relinquish all idea of acting with a 
view to the preservation of the slaves to their owners or the Common- 
wealth. In the second point it is evident that the contingencies may 
occur which would render it an imperative military duty on the part 
of the Government to remove, as far as its power allowed, able-bodied 
men who were about to be, and without such action would certainly 
be, placed in the Army of the enemy. Heretofore the enemy have 
used mainly seduction, and, except in very limited localities and those 


2 Legislature whose Spraiomer 
will be felt in resorting to soos aoe rer lar, l 
ander such plain necessity as it is hoped will reconcile it to the 

ent and interest of all. In such event, too, if cireumstane 
revious notice will be given, so as to afford ore to « ; 
remove all the ones eee Soe se < : 

: e _ your obedient se 

ak ee JAMES A. SEDDON | 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Rickmond, Va., January 25, 1865. ; 
General HOWELL COBB, 
Atlanta, Ga.> 


Congress has not yet acted. Itisnot thought expedient toc 
new companies, but to retain all of conscript age to filluptheold. 
J. A. SEDDON, = 

Secretary of Wan = 


~ CIRCULAR . BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 4 
No. 4. t Richmond, January 25, 1864. 
The attention of commandants is especially directed to General 

Orders, No. 7, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, 
herein set forth for their information.* 

Early and vigorous action will be enjoined on the enrolling officers, 
each one of whom should be furnished with a copy of the order with. 
out delay. To insure the publicity of the order there should be sey- 
eral insertions in the newspapers of general circulation. 

II. Persons presenting applications for special exemption with any 
show of merit will not be molested until action is taken by this Bureau. 
These cases will be investigated in accordance with Cireular No. 3, 
current series, with the least delay practicable. 

By order of Col. John S. Preston, superintendent: 

Cc. B. DUFFIELD, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(To Commandants of Conseripts.) 


STATE OF' NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


Raleigh, January 25, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
DEAR Sir: To pbvinie any further difficulty in regard to carrying 
out cotton by the Collie Line of steamers, the agent of the owners pro- 


* See p. 40. 


uld give 0} of the co ite 
state hope you will accept this proposition. 
“respectfully, ; 


3 Z. B. VANCE. 
Se 
| HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 25, 1864. 
eneral 8. CooPER, C. 8. Army, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
_ GENERAL: Agreeably to your request I give to you my reasons for 
_ believing that the establishment of a bureau of inspection under your 
department would prove infinitely beneficial to the Government. 
Outeries prevail over the whole country against the extravagances 
and abuses committed by the Government officers and agents in all of 
the departments of the Army, in and out of the field. Much alleged 
is doubtlessly true, although in many instances exaggerated, and 
many, beyond doubt, originate in ignorance of their duties on the 
part of agents and of their rights on the part of theinjured. It unfor- 
tunately too often happens that persons falsely assuming the charac- 
ter of Government agents impress, and between such imposition and 
the rightful exactions of authorized agents, made, however, in too 
many instances in an arbitrary and arrogant manner by those who do 
not duly appreciate the relations between themselves and those with 
whom they are dealing, a spirit of dissatisfaction is being aroused 
against the Government, almost amounting to disaffection, which, 
unless remedied, may lead to disastrous consequences. The Govern- 
ment, ignorant of these facts, receives all the odium of sanctioning 
them, and, although whenever reported, it strives to correct the iso- 
lated cases brought to its notice, it effects nothing toward removing the 
_ spirit of general complaint, because such corrections are not gener- 
ally known. The evils complained of are apparent to all in the vicin- 
ity of all the towns, depots, and entrepdts scattered over the country 
and are publicly commented upon, but there being no particular per- 
son or department charged with correcting these evils, though all 
admit the importance of correction, no one is disposed to assume the 
responsibility of bringing them to the notice of the Government. _ 
The means for receiving such information and to enable the Gov- 
ernment to apply correction would be in the organization of the 
bureau of inspection, which might readily be done under that of the 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Department. The benefits to be 
derived from such a bureau are incalculable. The strength and 
organization of our armies are obtained through the monthly and 
field returns, but nothing is known respecting their condition in the 
way of armament, discipline, instruction, and all interior arrange- 
ments which promote their efficiency and reliability. This issecured 
in this army by the tri-monthly reports received from inspectors 
belonging to the different organizations from the brigades up to corps. 
Through the system in this army officers are held to a strict observ- 
ance of all orders emanating from all the headquarters up to those 
from the War Department. All deficiencies in drill, discipline, mili- 
itary instruction, arms, accouterments, transportation, and, ina word, 
in any of the requisites for securing efficiency in the different arms of 
service, are brought through these reports to the notice of the com- 
manding general. In addition to this the examination of the accounts 


~ 
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of officers of all the different departments are made, the observance 
of property accountability is exacted, the loss or destruction of pe 
&c., charged as circumstances require to officers or men, and of a 
other public property misappropriated, leading through the instru- 
mentality of inspectors to an observance of property accountability 
in officers and men which has saved thousands of arms to the Gov- 
ernment, vast sums to the Treasury in the greater care secured to all 
kinds of public property, and at the same time has greatly improved 
the discipline and efficiency of the army. _ : : 
There are very few cases of fraud which have occurred in this 
army, and wherever occurring have been promptly brought before a 
court-martial. With inspections impending over them at all times, 
in so far as their accounts go, there has been for twelve months past 
a most commendable observance of regulations in the rendition of 
accounts, considering all the difficulties under which this army has 
labored. Inspectors look to the preservation of private property in 
the vicinity of camps, and where damages are committed, to prompt 
indemnity to the injured and punishment of offenders whilst sta- 
tionary, and on the march prevent straggling and the depredations 
consequent upon such irregularities. These are some of the numer- 
ous duties required from and performed by the army inspectors, 
making them, where efficient, the most important officers we have. 
Extend a system which has so manifestly improved the army through- 
out the Confederacy, and what would be the probable results? Doubt- 
less the measurable, if not entire, correction of the abuses already 
mentioned with a large increase of the effective force in our ranks. 
At almost every town, depot, and entrepdét are to be found a number 
of staff officers with their retinues of detailed or exempted men, 
drawing commutation of fuel and quarters and purchasing supplies 
of the Government for themselves and families, entailing enormous 
expenditures upon the Treasury, and depriving our armies of supplies 
greatly needed. The first, in many instances, as superfluous, could 
be sent to the ranks, and the latter, substituted by partially disabled 
men, might be remanded to their companies. There are also many 
able-bodied, stout, healthy men nominally employed about the hospi- 
tals and by conscript, tax, and other bureaus seattered over the 
country, who should and would be forwarded to their companies. It 
is unnecessary to proceed further in the enumeration of benefits to be 
derived from a system whose usefulness has been recognized and 
adopted _by every other government, it is believed, but our own, and 
I am satisfied that in addition to the greatly increased efficiency which 
it would have secured in all departments, millions would have been 
saved to the Government in the more striet observance of property 
accountability, which it would have brought about in every branch of 
the service. This result can yet be obtained in the future by the 
ee Se eae a cee In addition to the 
of intelligence, enere eden ar eae eee OO ee 
duties; the eo edone ai BS di aa sd es ity 10 Perro inspecting 
tricts which should he ins pera ee pe oie Bam Nuss 
officer inspecting the same di + a Bie Sh) by, these officers; ino 
nS] g the sa istrict twice in succession, or preferably 
not until he had passed over all the other districts. By this means, 
in making their reports, which should be secret and only to be com- 
municated to parties interested as the discretion of the Secretar f 
War might determine, inspectors would be particularly Gauuiges mm 
stating facts, and act unbiased by prejudice or partiality, knowing 


cases where abuses were observed, requiring immediate cor- 
ons, special reports could be made, to be submitted for the action 
f the War Department. A manual prescribing the general duties of 
ch officers can readily be drawn off, questions arising under special 
~ cases to be submitted for decision by the departments. The rank of 
_ these officers should not be less than that of colonel, as such is the 
grade held in some of the corps already, and it is necessary in inspect- 
ing tried and veteran troops, which would be required in passing over 
most of the districts, that the inspector should have that character 
and rank which would secure attention and deference to his wishes 
_and respect for his office. Through their means the Government could 
keep itself advised of the condition of all of its forces; the capabili- 
ties of the different officers, both of those holding high commands 
and of those of lower grades giving promise of future ability, from \ 
whom to select for promotion; the relative efficiency of different 
organizations; the confidence of the troops in their commanders; the 
general spirit among the troops, and the military and political aspect 
discovered in different districts, with the resources in the way of sup- 
plies to be obtained from each. 
I submit the foregoing views as suggestive, not doubting, general, 
that your own great experience and knowledge will determine upon 
some plan which may lead to the results desired. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Army of Northern Virginia. 


a Pa, 


[JANUARY 25, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, in relation to the effect of 
authorizing individuals to raise companies of artillery and cavalry, 
see Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 1120. | 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Tallahassee, January 26, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 4 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: Permit me to introduce to your acquaintance Capt. D. W. 
Gwynn, of the Fifth Florida Battalion. 

In your letter of the 29th of October, 1863, in reply to one from me 
of the 22d, you promised that ‘‘ orders will also be given relative to the 
supply of arms for the service in Florida.” Previously upon applica- 
tion by me for 3,000 stand of arms, 2,000 Austrian rifles were sent to 
Columbus, but they were without wipers and were comparatively 
useless. These rifles were at Columbus subject to the order of the 
general commanding the district, but I do not know how they were 
generally disposed of. We have much reason to apprehend raids 
from the enemy, and it is very important that the troops on whose 
service the State is dependent for.defense should be armed and pre- 
pared to make it. I request therefore respectfully that the applica- 
tion for arms by Major Scott, who commands the Fifth Florida Bat- 
talion, may be promptly granted. I would also respectfully invite 


gel — 
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your attention to the copies of letters received by me relative 
impressment of milch cows and calves by the commissary age 


from a judge of probate in South Florida. The effect of the impress- 


ments made in West Florida was the desertion of a large number of 


the troops in that part of the State, a portion of whom have joined the 


enemy. From one company, which was considered the best drilled | 


and most reliable company in West Florida, fifty-two men deserted 
with their arms, some of whom were known to be brave men, who, 
indignant at the heartless treatment of the rights of citizens, have 
joined the enemy. I respectfully urge that orders should be immedi- 
ately issued to conscript and place in military service every impress- 


ing agent not in military service, and who if not connected with the 


Quartermaster or Commissary Department, would be subject to con- 
scription; also that orders shall be issued forbidding interference 
with cows and ealves, or stock not fit for. beef, by the officers of the 
Confederate Government. The citizens of Florida in many parts of 
the State are indignant at the unnecessary abuse of their rights; and 
I have reason to know that the lawless and wicked conduct of Goy- 
ernment agents in this State have produced serious dissatisfaction 
among the troops from this State in Northwest Georgia and in Vir- 
ginia, and unless the evils complained of shall be promptly remedied 
the worst results may reasonably be apprehended. 3 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


{First indorsement. ] 


Ordnance Bureau for attention to passage about arms, &e. 
J “ASS 
Secretary. 


[Second indorsement.*] 


ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
February 6, 1864. 
Noted and forwarded to the Quartermaster-General. 


[J. Ge] 
[Third indorsement.] 
To COMMISSARY-GENERAL: 
About impressing officers, taking milch cows, &e. 
Joey 
Secretary. 


[Fourth indorsement. | 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, Va., February 8, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 
< LENE ere Vis White, chief commissary of subsistence, Florida, has 
en called on to investigate the allegations against the purchasing 
officer and agents of the Bureau, and to take immediate steps to 
remedy the evils if found to exist. = 
L. B. NORTHROP, 


Commissary- General. 


“See also Gorgas to Secretary of War, p. 838. 


me, 


One is from the Rev. John R. Richards, from West Florida; the other — 


\ oy 
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_—--s CALHOUN County, FLA., December 20, 1868. — 
. JOHN MILTON, 
i Governor of Florida: 

EAR FRIEND: After my best respects to you as my friend 
ef justice of the State of Florida, I avail myself of this oppor- 
y of writing to you a few lines to ascertain if it is law for these. 
ressmen” to take the cows from the soldiers’ families and leave 
m to starve. Colonel Coker has just left my house with a drove 
for Marianna of about 200 or 300 head. Some of my neighbors went 
after him and begged him to give them their milch cows, which he, 
Mr. Coker, refused to do, and took them on. And now, my dear Goy- 
-ernor, I assure you, on the honor of a gentleman, that to my knowl- 
edge there are soldiers’ families in my neighborhood that the last head 
of cattle have been taken from them and drove off, and unless this 
pressing of cows is stopped speedily there won’t be a cow left in Cal- 
houn County. I know of several soldiers’ families in this county that 
_ haven’t had one grain of corn in the last three weeks, nor any likeli- 
hood of their getting any in the next three months; their few cows 
_ taken away and they left to starve; their husbands slain on the battle- 
field at Chattanooga. .This is a true state of things in my county; 

I vouch for them as an honest man. Now, if this is law I should be 
glad to know it, so I could know how to act by the law, for I have had 
a different notion of the law; and as a sound man, I think this press- 
ing of all the cattle will have a bad end, in my judgment, and I am 
not all that think so. I think if it could be stopped it would have a 
good effect on this part of the community. I should be obliged to you 
if you feel a freedom to write me on this subject soon, as I look upon 
procrastination as the great thief of time. 
I remain, your obedient servant, 


JOHN R. RICHARDS. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


- BROOKSVILLE, HERNANDO COUNTY, FLA., 

January 12, 1864. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, ; 
: Governor of Florida, Tallahassee, Fla.: 


Str: At a meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of this 
county on the 9th instant, for the purpose of considering the necessi- 
ties and means of supplying the indigent families of soldiers in this 
county, it was ascertained that the supply of corn within the limits of 
the county is nearly exhausted, and that there can be very little or no 
corn purchased anywhere between here and Gainesville; whether from 
actual scarcity or an indisposition to sell I don’t know, but it is gen- 
erally supposed it is from the latter cause. On the suggestion of 
General J. M. Taylor, who said that he had heard Your Excellency 
say that corn would be sent down to Archer from Middle Florida for 
soldiers’ families if it became necessary for the support of those 
families, I was verbally instructed by the Board of Commissioners to 
communicate their necessities to Your Eycellency, and ask if 1,000 
bushels of corn could be had in that way, in the event that we cannot 
procure it otherwise. Their situation will be deplorable in the extreme 
if corn cannot be had beyond the limits of the county, as in conse- 
quence of a bad crop season the past year there was not more than 
one-third of an average crop raised in the county. 


a CORRESPONDENCE, BTC. 
Another matter which I would direct the attention of Your E: 
lency to is the fact. that the cattle drivers under the orders of Capt 


McKay, commissary of this department, have stripped the county of 7 


every beef steer that they can find, from two years old and upward, 
and are now taking the cows, many of which have been known to 
have calves, in less than fifteen miles’ drive. This is cutting off the 
only supply of meat we had for soldiers’ families, as the supply of 
pork from various causes—mainly for want of corn to fatten it—is 
unusually short—so much so that the most fortunate of us will be on 


less than half allowance. Whatever the exigencies of the case may _ 


be, I consider it an outrage upon a community having in their midst 
as many suffering families as we have to take the cows, the only 
dependence for milk and beef for the future. In many cases the cows 
of poor families of soldiers in the Army are taken, as I have been 
informed. Does the order to those commissaries authorize them to 
take the milch cows from the people against their will or consent? If 
so, the country is certainly ruined and a general famine will be the 
result. Already the soldiers’ families are becoming clamorous for 
meat and are killing people’s cows wherever they can get hold of them. 
It does seem to me that this wholesale taking the beef-cattle and mileh 
cows of the country should be stopped, for by taking the cows it cer- 
tainly cuts off the means of any future supply of beef, saying nothing 
of cutting off the supply of milk. If we have arrived at that point 
where it has become actually necessary to impress all the cows in the 
country, which are so necessary to the support of any country, then I 
say, God help us, for starvation must be inevitable. Will Your 
Excellency do us the favor to write me in answer to these several 
points? 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, Your Excelleney’s obe- 
dient servant, 

P.-G. WALL, 
Judge of Probate. 


PRIVATE. | ITEADQUARTERS GEORGIA STATE GUARD, 
Atlanta, January 26, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


My DEAR Sir: I have just received your dispatch refusing my 
application to organize troops for the war from the members of the 
State Guard. I took the liberty of responding by telegraph and beg 
to address you again on the subject. I have no earthly interest in the 
question save as it affects the public interest. I beg you, therefore 
to bear with me. What I say is based upon my personal experience 
and knowledge. I have opportunities of knowing the feeling on this 
subject which you have not at Richmond, and though my earnest 
counsel may not be heeded, pardon, I beg of you, one more intrusion 
upon your time. I regard this decision as disastrous in its conse- 
quences. In Georgia it will make a difference of more than 2 000 men 
in the Army, and the same will likewise oceur in other States lam 
not sure that we have not lost that number alread a: “if th 
authority should now be granted. Besides you are pees into ; 
old organizations an element which will produce the worst stale of 
feeling through the ranks, and fill your Army with strife j ealousy ae 
heartburning. Iam sure you do not appreciate the character of the 


men who have employed Substitutes; whilst there are many who were 


¢ 


et enon one class of cases, by no means unusual, aie 
1ere were several members of a family, all willing to go, but "agreed 
mong themselves that one should remain to attend to the business of 
all. Those who went have fallen in battle or linger in hospitals. 
other class, whose large business demanded their attention at home, 
faa who have contributed largely, liberally, and profusely to the sup- 
port of the Army and soldiers’ families by selling their produce at 
the lowest prices, and so on, and so on. I tell you that the wholesale 
denunciation of men who employed substitutes is wrong and unjust. 
I fully agree that the law ought to be repealed, and these men ought 
how to be br ought into the service, but I do insist, not only on their 
— own accounts, but for the good of the service, they ought not to be 
forced into the ranks of the old organizations. In the ease of the 
Georgia State Guard, all the men promptly responded to the eall of 
- the Governor, and have made as good and uncomplaining soldiers as 
any in the field. I seriously fear the consequences of this policy in 
Georgia. The very men who were eager and enthusiastic to form 
_ themselves into new companies for the war are now arranging to test 
the question before the courts, and will resort to every method to 
defeat what they regard as a harsh and unjust rule upon them. 

They dread the jeers and sneers which they must encounter from 
the Army more than they do the bullets of the Yankees, and their 
pride revolts at the idea of being forced into the ranks under men 
their inferiors in every respect, save in the length of service and expe- 
rience in the field. 

Whether you respect this feeling or not, the question cannot be 
avoided, of the effect upon the strength and efficiency of the Army. 
You not only want soldiers, but you want them cheerful, content, and 

_ satisfied. It may even now be too late, but still better now than not 
at all. 
Your friend, 


HOWELL COBB. 


[Indorsement.] 


FEBRUARY 1, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the President for his consideration. 
I do not coneur in General Cobb’s views, but respect for his judg- 
ment induces me to submit his letter. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, January 27, IS64. 
THE SENATE: 

I submit to the Senate herewith the nomination of A. R. Lawton, of 
Georgia, to be Quartermaster-General, with the rank of prigadier- 
general, to take rank from the 13th day of April, 1861, and deem it 
proper to communicate the reasons which induce this course. 

On the passage of the act of the 20th of March last, entitled ‘‘ An act 
to amend an act for the establishment and organization of the general 
staff for the Army of the Confederate States of Ameri ica,” inquiry was 
made to aid in the selection of the most competent person then made 
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eligible, and the office of Quartermaster-General was tendere 
ee who was averse to accepting it if it involved a nominatio 
and new appointment, for the reasons that it withdrew him from = 
ice in the field, interfered with his chances for promotion, and that, — 
as he was then the oldest brigadier in the service, he would, by accept- a 
ance of a new commission, be deprived of his relative rank as- 5 
compared with other brigadiers. There were two other officers recom- = 
mended to me as specially fitted to discharge the duties of Quarter- 


master-General, who could be spared from service in the field, and — 


they were both major-generals and could not therefore be expected to 


line. ; ; 

The name of the officer then performing the duties of Quartermas- 
ter-General was also presented to me with recommendations entitled 
to carry great respect, but my own observation of the manner in 
which those duties had been discharged had previously satisfied me 
that the public interests required an officer of greater ability and one 
better qualified to meet the pressing emergencies of the service during 
the war. 

On examination of the law above referred to, its language, although 


accept a lower grade in the staff than that which they held in the | 


not free from doubt, was held, after consultatien and advice, to jus-  _ 


tify the conclusion that the intention of Congress would be fulfilled by 
assigning to the performance of the duties of Quartermaster-General 
an officer-already confirmed as brigadier-general in the Provisional 
Army, without again submitting his nomination to the Senate. The 
grounds for this conclusion were that the eighth section of the act 
of 6th of March, 1861, organizing the Regular Army, expressly 
authorized the Executive to assign the brigadier-generals to any 
duties he might specially direct, and when the five brigadier-generals 
were raised to the rank of generals by the act of 16thof May, 1861, 
the President was again empowered to assign them to such commands 
and ‘‘duties” as he might specially direct. As it had, therefore, been 
permitted by Congress that any one of the generals of the Regular 
Army might be assigned to staff or any other duty at Executive dis- 
cretion, it seemed a fair inference that when by the law of last session 
provision was made that the rank, pay, and allowances of Quarter- 
master-General should be those of a brigadier in the Provisional Army 
the will of the Legislature was as well fulfilled by assigning to the 
duties of that office one who was already a brigadier-general of the 
Provisional Army as by nominating a new officer. 

This view of the question was fortified by the fact that the law last 
referred to did not create an office, but only provided that during the 
war the officer discharging the duties of Quartermaster-General 
should have the rank of brigadier-general, and by the further fact 
that the original act of 26th of February, 1861, for the establish- 
ment and organization of the general staff, contained a provision still 
in force, that officers of the Quartermaster-General and other staff 
departments might by order of the President be assigned to the com- 
mand of troops, according to their rank in the Army, thus indicating 
that positions in the quartermaster’s and other staft departments were 
not distinet offices, but were posts of duty to which officers of the 
Army were appointed, and from which they might be withdrawn and 
assigned to other duties at Executive discretion. This is a provision 
of our law that did not exist in the former service of the United 
States, in which when an officer of the Army entered the Quarter- 
master’s Department he surrendered his commission in the line and 
his right to command troops. 


nate an opportunity to advise the Executive in rel 
ment of this officer. 
ment was also necessary in explanation of the proposal — 


General Lawton’s rank should date from the 13th of April, 1861, 
yeing the date of his present commission of brigadier-general in 
-rovisional Army. > 
since the foregoing message was written I observe by the pub- 
hed proceedings of the Senate that it has adopted the following 
olutions: | 

__ Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Senate, A. C. Myers is now Quartermaster- 
General of the C. S. Army, and is by law authorized and required to discharge 
the duties thereof. ; 

_ Resolved, That A. R. Lawton is not authorized by law to discharge the duties 
of said office. — ; 

Refraining from any further remark on these resolutions than the 
expression of my conviction that they are not sustained by the Con- 
stitution or the law, their passage enforces the propriety of submit- 
_ ting to you the nomination which accompanies this message. 

: JEFFERSON DAVIS. | 


(wire. 


[JANUARY 27, 1864.—For Vance to Davis, requesting permission to 
publish correspondence between them on subject of peace negotia- 
tions with the enemy, and Davis’ reply (30th), see Series I, Vol. LI, 
Part IT, p. 814.] 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
s Columbia, January 27, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I had the honor on the 19th day of December last to inclose 
you and request your attention to a resolution of the Legislature as 
to the Government foregoing the right heretofore exercised of ship- 
ping cotton and bringing freight on the boats of the Importing and 
Exporting Company of South Carolina in consequence of the owner- 
ship of the State of a part of these boats. The resolution seems to 
explain itself. I have not yet received a reply. I inclose copies 
both of the act on the subject and the resolution,* and ask leave to 
introduce to your acquaintance Mr. Charles M. Furman, president of 
the bank of the State, who will present to you the views of the Legis- 
lature in passing the act and resolution, as well as my own, as to the 
importance to the Confederate Government and the State of the pro- 
posed relinquishment. He is fully authorized to act in the premises. 
It will be my object to import mainly army supplies and agricultural 
implements—the former to relieve as far as practicable the Confeder- 
ate Government and keep the troops from this State well equipped for 
service, and the latter to keep the ‘citizens supplied with the imple- 
ments for raising subsistence for themselves and the troops in the 


field. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. L. BONHAM. 


* Copy of act not found. For the resolution, see Vol. II, this series, p. 1060, 


AMERICA, WAR DEP 
Richmond, Va., January 28, 
‘The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 2 
Str: I have received the following resolution of the House of Ri 
resentatives, referred by Your Excellency to this Department: ; * 
esident be requested to inform this House whether 
ey ante by the War Department to any person or persons to 
raise new companies, battalions, or regiments of troops since September 27 , 1862, 
in portions of the country in which the conscript law has not been suspended by. 
the President ; and further, if such authority has been granted, to whom and ini 
how many instances it has been granted, and how many companies, | battalions, or 
regiments have been raised under such authority. = 
_ In response I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the 
Adjutant-General, stating that the records of his office do not show 
any authority granted to raise troops of conscript age except in locali- 
ties where the operation of the conscript law has been suspended, or. 4 
from the control of the enemy it. cannot be enforced. All special | 
authorities to raise troops have been issued through the office of the 
Adjutant-General. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
JAMES A. SEDDON, > 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF 


’ 


[Inclosure. } 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, January 28, 1864. 
The Honorable SECRETARY OF WaR: 


Sir: In response to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 12th instant, requesting to be informed whether authority has 
been granted by the War Department to any person or persons to 
raise hew companies, battalions, or regiments of troops since Septem- 
ber 27, 1862, in portions of the country in which. the conseript law 
has not been suspended by the President, I have the honor to inform 
you that the records of this office do not contain any authority to 
raise troops of conscript age except in localities where the operation 

_of the conscript law has been suspended. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


POsT-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, January 28, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

On the 19th of October last T addressed you a letter, inclosing a 
copy of a circular from Lieut. Col. G. W. Lay, acting chief of the 
Bureau of Conscription, in which I objected to the order as unlawful, 
and in support of my objection I inclosed you a copy of the opinion 
of Judge Halyburton, of the Confederate district court. in the case 
ex parte Lane. To this letter you made no answer. ; 

_ On the 17th of November last I addressed you another letter 
inclosing a copy of a letter from the Hon. Waller R. Staples to this 
Department, and a copy of a letter from sundry other persons to him 
presenting a case of gross violation of the law and contempt of the 


7 sik in Ww 
dp o the military service, after havin 
‘om such service on writs of habeas corpus, and eall- 
our ntion to the fact that I had received no answer to my 
above referred to of the 19th of October. To this letter I have 
d no answer. ae 
And on the 7th of January instant I wrote to you again, inclosing 
, copy of a letter from the postmaster at Ivor, Va., complaining of 
e rude and unlawful conduct of a Captain Green in unceremoni- 
usly turning him out of the post-office and using it as a dancing- 
vloon and as a store-house for forage, and calling your attention to 
the fact that you had not answered my letters of the 19th of October 
and 17th of November, and asking an answer to that. I have received 
no answer to this. 
_ The necessities of the public service require frequent correspond- 
ence between the Post-Office and War Departments. As your course 
in these cases precludes any further communication between us, with- 
out a surrender of self-respect and the rights of this Department by 
me, I have no course left but to submit the matter to the President. 
Your obedient servant, 


JOHN H. REAGAN, 


a. Postmaster- General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 8. Richmond, January 28, 1864. 


I. Paragraphs 1129, 1130, 1131, 1132, Army Regulations, are hereby 
revoked. | 

II. Enlisted men detailed for duty on account of physical disability, 

- in the city of Richmond, are allowed $1.20 per diem as commutation 
of rations. 

IiI. Commutation of rations of-all enlisted men entitled thereto by 
the Regulations of the War Department, whether on detached or on 
detailed service, or stationed in a city, with no opportunity of mess- 
‘ing, or of the non-commissioned and regimental staff, when they have 
no opportunity of messing, or of soldiers on furlough, or stationed 

where rations cannot be issued in kind, or placed temporarily in a 

private hospital on the advice of the senior surgeon of the post or 
detachment, or of ordnance sergeants, or of a soldier who has neces- 
sarily paid for his own subsistence, or of a chaplain, is fixed at $1 
per diem, to date from the Ist of January, 1864. 

IV. Enlisted men who have been or may become permanently dis- 
abled, or who hold the certificate of a medical examining board to 
that effect, and who have not been discharged the service, may have 
their rations commuted at $1.25 per diem, whether they are in a hos- 

_ pital, private quarters, or on furlough. 

V. All commutation accounts will state the length of time, date, 
and amount, for what purpose commutation is claimed, and that it 
was impracticable to.take rations in kind; which facts must be certi- 
fied to by the commissioned officer under whose orders the soldier was 
at the time the rations became due. 

VI. Commutation of rations in the case of paroled unexchanged 
prisoners on furlough, who have just been received from the Federal 
lines, will be allowed at $1 per diem, to date from the Ist of January, 
1864. 


‘VIL. The following paragraph will be substi SOF. 
Regulations: SE oh Sy ee 
rites to the hospital will be on returns by the medical offi 
such provisions only as are actually required for the sick and wound e 
The commuted value of rations for the sick and wounded will be 
«$4.95, The rations for hospitals will be the same as that issued 
-_~ goldiers in the field. If a greater allowance is required of any par- 
ticular articles not issued to troops in the field, special requ isitions - 
ust be made therefor. ~~ 
VIL Hospital attendants cannot draw rations from the Subsistence 
Department, but will have their rations commuted at $1.25 per diem. = 


es S. COOPER, ~~ 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


hm 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 9. Richmond, January 29, 1864. 


I. The following schedules of prices for articles named therein, 
adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law, for the State Re 
of Virginia, are announced for the information of all concerned; and 
the special attention of officers and agents of the Government is 
directed thereto: : 
=L; 


RICHMOND, January 27, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 


Str: In reviewing the schedules of prices for February and March, we invited - 
the co-operation and aid of Mr. William B. Harrison, and itis just to add that the 
schedules received the unanimous approval of the commissioners. We respect- 
fully offer the accompanying Schedules A and B, with the understanding that 
the prices are to remain for the months of February and March, unless in the : 
interval it should be deemed necessary to modify them. 

The following prices are to be the maximum rates to be paid for the articles 
impressed, in all cities and usual places of sale, and when impressed on the farms 
or elsewhere, the same prices are to be paid. Since the passage and enforcement 
of the law imposing the tax in kind places additional burdens upon the farmers 
of delivering a tenth of their productions, we think it rather too onerous on those 
who produce the most to be required also to incur the heavy additional expense 
of delivering their surplus. 

Under existing circumstances we have deemed it not only just, but most likely 
to favor increased production, that producers in future should not be required to 
transport their surplus preductions when impressed, but that the agents of the 
Government should employ or impress the neighborhood or county wagons and 
teams to haul all such articles, and so divide the work between the owners of 
wagons and teams as to be least prejudicial to those successfully engaged in 


agriculture. 
SCHEDULE A. 
Article. Quality. Description. Quantity. Price 

UE ANS OC EY ise s=nemeesosee e -PPIM Cxestaees White or red Per bushel of 60 pc 
Phite-or red... 22.565. pounds. $5. 00 
ele MLOUM Se saat cnesasae <i Good HIM @ieety tt ee aeeee Per barrelof196pounds.| 22. 00 
HUPSrHNe «sons ee eee eee 00s. ete eseeeeeeres 25. 00 
Extra superfine.......|..... dO. nace See 26.50 
; Familyo os Seen a eee dO. dserastaeene eae 28. 00 
: Per bushel of 56 pounds. 4.00 
BSCR OAT eae eae [octal ee ea ee d0<.. 2 esp eseeeaeeee 3. 95 
: Per bushel of 50 pounds. 4. 20 
: sacs Lett 7 56 gett 3. 20 
! er bushel of 32 pounds. 2.50 
s ay aeat bran Per bushel of 17 pounds. 50 
Sa eee ---| Per bushel of 22 pounds. -70 
Sel chin Mak eo -| Per bushel of 28 pounds. - 90 
te ecct rece eee Per bushel of 37 pounds. 1. 40 


001 
| First class..../ Artillery, &¢ ......... 
Fair ormerino | Washed .-.-.......-..| P 
0 ....----| Unwashed... 


eee ie 8. 00 
Dede sa ei eeeSer 4,50 5 
See eee ae soeee 38. 00 
: Timothy or clover ....| Per 100 pounds-........-.- 3.50 | 
Bema Uae Meese cec.'s fs aathe Ose emcee Orchard or herd grass-|..... DOtece- so neew ee arate 3.00 
| Hay, unbaled........-.|-.-.. DO en ean | were DOr semana ar Snalensuall On arpa eae es 3.00 
Sheaf oats, baled 4.00 : 
Sheaf oats, unbaled --. 3.50 
Blade fodder, baled... 3.50 
Blade fodder, unbaled . 3.00 
2. 20 
. 1.70. 
‘Wheat straw, baled -.. 1.80 
Wheat straw, unbaled-. 1.30. 
3.00 
4.00 
5. 00 
tees 5.00 
ae eae DAPORIOM 53 —Fil oa eed Ot e fo sow Sosa ak | aww dOL cos eas eae cee 6.00 
eee Olean wnt oa NEN EreuUO eee ecise C Oreniaicee pe caccemaslscsmcd Sate eRe 7.00 
5.00 
- 40 
2.00 
2. 00 
3. 00 
Per pound 1.50° 
Pee Per gallon = aseeensceee ase |= 10;00 
Siacoiatls sot gia bere sinters Per pound: -t2..cs-s6-5-. - 20 
Sen ee oe eeeraiaipepreccall setae WO Corecess soca 3.00 
es ee ee ee 7.00 
Manufactured .--...-. Per galone ses -2-er7-s)=-- - 50 
-| No.1 quality.....-.-.- POMP iccecawe-sucwe sales 150. 00. 
No. 2 quality.-.-.-..-- Rial Operas eee ani) 122. 00 
No.3 quality...---.... opal ie mecreoecssaarancos 120. 00 
SE oe oe ER eS 216. 00 
SMU S TOD cisecs<s'ee oO -am~s | ROUNG, plate, and bar.) 3,0: cs.-.00ess- cee es 456. 00 
RanvondscoMer pss sela asl Olesen. |e ocemesiecoemns ore cc rciseleansn@O cons cao toccssecpces 190. 00 
SOROS sce 2. 60 
onsa Wiese ara maleic vip vive SAO Sia brews Saw clatrarwyielale 2.40 
RU Pe peee tessa iaa emi -|eieree (Kine eeae sacs ae aoeS 2. 80 
Gross weight -..------ Per 100 pounds.--.-.---- 16. 00 
OR etre LOU s eaten rein ma ain > SUPOMOP=<c2-e |. =.- GO cance smataws | aceos COnsesiae aeseeseoees 18. 00 
eGo, 2 lh een cewals aaa, irs vatesscest sense AGMeseamscecieenmes Neranss Ve ee eee omens 20. 00 
McOG |: SHECDccccsmasccnss2o=5 IBS eocsenodde Bs sae 5 Cone Senora erchOaMracaiceaieneieen ss 30. 00 
67 rags eae cloth, | Good ......... IMounces per yard. <.-| Per Ward ccc cecmces~ sa-> 5. 00 
3-4 yard. 
68 any wocien clothe ==\esee4 QO-cccsescs Wer ee tna Aer een ae Saale a ob Se amemeeee Seca te (a) 
69 | Army procien eloth, |.---- domamsan4 20 ounces per yard....| Per yard .-..-..-.-....-- 10. 00 
6-4 yard. 
70 | Army woolen cloth.-.|..... (Way sescosigs aoe aan sar BAS pg nnn nO nnn) Goer en aSQ RU ncessesactins (a) 
Me Rlamnels,3-4+..26cscce =< lone = + do ........| 6 ounces per yard..... Peryardieos-sateacce asic 4,00 
72 | Cotton shirting, 3-4 ...|.--.- do . Erne, VALS HCO: POU een piel ease UOm aie beteiv/onCmicialsaiews.e 56 
73 | Cotton shirting, 7-8 -..|.---- do .- .-| 82 yards to pound 
74 | Cotton sheetings, 4-4..|....- do .. -| 3 yards to pound...... 
75 | Cotton, Osnaburg, 3-4.|.-..- do .. -| 6 ounces per yard 
76 | Cotton, Osnaburg, 7-8 -}----- do ...-.---| 8 ounces per yard 
77 | Cotton drills, 7-8 ..-...|.---- do ...-.--.| 3 yards to pound...... 
78 | Cotton shirting stripes). --.- Comore d 
79 | Cotton tent cloths .--.|.--.. do 
BOM eee ae aa ea eles beam cia aeeine 
81 | Cotton warps...---.-- Good 
82| Army shoes .......---|----- d 
83 | Shoe thread.......---.|----. do 
84 | Wool socks, men’s ---.|.---. do 
SouirMinles eee onan First rate 
86 | Corntop fodder, baled.| Good 
87 | Corntop fodder, un- |..... d 
baled. 


a Pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 2 
b On the above enumerated cotton cloths, pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


ScHEDULE A—Continued. 


Article, Quality. Description. ; Quantity. | Price. 
88 | Wheat chaff, baled....| Good -...-----|--------+-+- Deaensne sane Per fe pounds..-....--- pies 
89 | Wheat chaff, unbaled.|.--.- do .. Oe Pere aE eee ee: 
90 | Sorghum molasses. ..-.|----- do .- a me 2 Dra 
91 | Pasturage for sheep --|----- do! - === CTY Reems SRS ma 
(piaees Gl ieraess ee acsocen Superior.. di (imrRpeearsaic neeew ae a 
OB aacis UD Anesacoenortecre First rate. Ree eedeces neces (Go mireresierna mae A 
6 ee ee 


In assessing the average value of ‘first-class artillery and wagon horses at 
$350,” we designed that the term should be accepted and acted upon according 
to its obvious common-sense import. In other words, that horses should be 
selected and then impressed accordingly as their working qualities and adaptation 
to army service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a judicious 
purchaser in considering them as coming within the contemplation of the com- 
missioners when they assessed the average value of such, horses as_the Govern- 
ment needed at $350. But cases might arise, however, when the public exigencies 
would be so urgent as to demand that all horses at hand should be impressed. 
Yet under ordinary circumstances, when family or extra blooded horses or brood 
mares of admitted high value are impressed, we respectfully suggest to the Sec- 
retary of War to have instructions forwarded to the impressing officers to propose 
and allow the owners to substitute in their stead such strong, sound, and service- 
able horses or mules as shall be considered and valued by competent and disinter- 
ested parties as first-class artillery horses or first-rate wagon mules. 

The term ‘average value per head” was used in contradistinction to a fixed 
and uniform price for each horse or mule. We supposed that in impressing a 
number of horses or mules, whether owned by several persons or one individual, 
that some might be estimated at $250, or even at-tless, and others at different 
advanced rates, according to their worth, up as high as $450, or above that 
amount—thus making an average value or price for a number of good, sound, 
and efficient horses $350 each, and mules $300 each. 

In illustration of our views, we will add, that a horse with only one eye sound 
might, in all other respects, be classed as a first-rate artillery horse, yet the loss 
of one eye would justly and considerably curtail his value. Soa horse from ten 
to eighteen years of age might be deemed in all other particulars as a first-class 
artillery horse, but of course, however efficient or able to render good service for 
a year or so, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his value. 
Any horse, however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery 
horse, must, according to deficiencies, fall below the maximum price; and as few 
comparatively exactly come up to the standard, and therefore are entitled to the 
maximum price, so of course in all other instances the price should be proportion- 
ately reduced, as imperfections place them below the standard of first class, &c. 


SCHEDULE B.—Hire of labor, teams, wagons, and drivers. 


Quantity and time. | Price. 

: Per 100 pounds .....- a sOsa0) 

: -| Per 56 pounds ....... - 05 

F Per ewt. per mile -.... . 08 

Per bushel per mile. .. - 04 

Per day -ssavieidenesseoee | 10.00 
+6 
1 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

| 


7 ve ¢ ue 
of + ue Ridge Mountains, when baled, at $5 per 100 pou 
t $4.50 per 08 pounds, and shucks baled at $3.50 nee 100 oe 
eat W. HUBARD, : 
S oe | : “ROBERT GIBBONEY, tats aa 
F uae WM. B. HARRISON, 
Z Commissioners for Virginia. 


Nee 


ae ‘By order: 
a S. COOPER, 
eo Wdrutans and Inspector General. 
~ CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION; 
No. 5. Richmond, Va., January 29, 1864. 


I. Commandants will forthwith proceed to ano the focally of 
each Congressional district and local enrolling officer, and each Con- 
‘eressional district examining surgeon. Care will be observed not to 
_place an enrolling officer in the “district or county of which he is a 
resident. 

e II. Public notice in the newspapers of the State will be given for 
twenty days, calling for the presentation to the enrolling officers of 
all exemptions heretofore granted, and officers will be instructed care- 
fully to revise them, renewing such as are correct, and Tey Oleg such 

¢ as are fraudulent or erroneous. 

Ill. Corruption, abuses, and errors are known to exist, an the 
purport of this circular is to endeavor to remedy and prevent these 
abuses and give more activity to the service. No application for a 
departure from its provision will be considered. 

IV. The Superintendent again appeals to the honor and patriotism 

- of the commandants of conscripts, and directly to the enrolling 
officers, for increased diligence, activity, and energy in the perform- 
ance of the important duties confided to them. 

The President, the Congress, the people, and the noble armies now 
in the field look to the authorities of conscription to maintain and 

-inerease those armies, and thereby secure the public liberty. Every 

man engaged in this service should feel that the liberties of his coun- 
try and the preservation of parents, wives, sisters, and daughters 
from a brutal and relentless enemy depend on his individual exer- 
tion. The officer of conscription who neglects his duty or abuses his 
trust is a traitor of the deepest dye. Wantof energy, want of earnest, 
honest, untiring diligence is cowardly treason. The guilty officer 
may perhaps escape present detection and punishment, but the curse 
of God and his country will fall upon him. We have been told what 
we are expected to do, and how to do it, and if we fail to get into the 
field by the 1st of May every man the law requires us to send there, 

we will deserve and will certainly receive a just condemnation. 

These are not mere idle words of exhortation. Let us fail, and we 
will find their bitter truth. We are soldiers assigned to this service— 
the most delicate, the most important in the public defense. Let us 
show that we are as zealous and as brave as our brother soldiers who 
are in front of the enemy. 

By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Se 


ss CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMER: 


~ Hon. Messrs. W. P. CHILTON:and DAVID CLOPTON, ee 
sc Members of Congress, House of Representatives : = 


GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 25th instant was received to-day.* 3 


The probability is that the spring campaign will be opened at a WOR 
early day, and the necessity for filling up the ranks of the Army is 
urgent and imperious. Whatever resources of men that can be put 
in requisition must be used as soon as practicable. The law repeal- 
ing the exemption of those who had furnished substitutes furnished 
additional and important resources, and the orders for.employing 
these men forthwith issued. They may be seen in the morning papers. 
‘The legislation on the subject of those who are to be reserved for the 
care of plantations is at present in a very confused condition. — 
The specific reservations in the act of October 13, 1862, relative to 
the owners and overseers of plantations and the owners and managers 
- of stock you will recollect. Those were broad and comprehensive 
provisions by law, and this Department had no difficulty in adminis- 
tering them. One of these was unconditionally repealed in May 
last, and in its place a very restricted, but still a specific, enactment, 
allowing an exemption in favor of a class of farmers and planters, 
was substituted for it upon the payment of a tax. There was besides 
this a clause which allowed the President to-grant exemptions in dis- — 
tricts deprived of white and slave labor indispensable to the producer 
of grain or provisions necessary for the support of the population 
remaining at home, and also on account of justice, equity, and neces- 
sity. The latter portion of this section of the act of May 1, 1863, has 
rarely been used with reference to the cases of owners of plantations. 
It has generally been applied to the condition of those who were des- 
titute or those who have furnished to the Army several members, 
leaving one to take care of the families and fortunes of the remainder, 
or who had placed in the service minors not liable to service but com- 
petent to render efficient service, from considerations of a domestic 
nature, or when the family was composed of aged, helpless, unpro- 
tected persons, making the assistance of a male member necessary and 
proper. 

Political considerations have not entered as a controlling ingredient 
in the decision of the cases to be exempt because of justice, equity, or 
necessity. 

The persons who have had large industrial interests have been 
encouraged to relieve themselves by putting substitutes in the Army. 
The right to do so has been greatly restrained by the regulations of 
the Department limiting the number to two for each month in a com- 
pany and requiring the approval, first, of the regimental commander, 
and afterward of the general commanding. There has been much 
fraud and abuse of this privilege, but there have been a great many 
cases in which the privilege to put in substitutes was exercised fairly 
and in which the circumstances of the principal justified the act. The 
repeal of this act and the subjecting of the men to military service 
renders some legislation proper to meet the cases that arise when det- 
riment to the interests of the country would follow for the conscrip- 


tion ef all the persons made liable to service in consequence of the 
repeal. 


* Not found. 


1d the 
meager 


J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
cr Richmond, Va., January 29, 1864. 
_ Lieut. Gen. L. Pox, 
> Commanding, &c., Meridian, Miss.: 
GENERAL: I beg leave to represent to you the necessity of perfect- 
ing, before the organization of the spring campaign, some arrangement 
by which the sick and wounded sent to the rear of large armies, pre- 
ceeding, during, or after engagements, may be more comfortably pro- 
vided for. Reason and experience conclusively show that this cannot 
be accomplished by a medical director independent of the prompt 
and energetic action of a commissary and quartermaster. In order 
to insure concert of action upon the part of these three officers the 
plan laid down in papers marked A and B was referred for the con- 
sideration of the Commissary and Quartermaster Generals. No con- 
clusion has yet been arrived at by them as far as is known to this 
___ office, and the necessity for some action being promptly taken sug- 
gests the propriety of the matter being directly referred to the com- 
manders. of the independent commands. In paper marked C will 
be found the plan previously adopted by General Lee for the Army 
of Northern Virginia, so far as the Commissary Department is con- 
- eerned. This, however, would hardly be sufficient for the require- 
- ments of your command, as it is not made applicable to temporary or 
; wayside hospitals, for the establishment of which as great a necessity 
does not exist in the former as in the latter, but for which the plan is 
also especially designed. It is hoped that the commanding general 
will consider it to the interest of the service to adopt promptly the 
proposed or some other plan approved by his judgment as best adapted 
for securing the object desired. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
pono ee MOORE: 
Surgeon- General C. S. Army. 


A. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, November 14, 1863. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General, Richmond: 

COLONEL: I desire to inform you that in the prompt establishment 
of hospitals in the rear of armies and in their removal from point to 
point, as necessitated by the contingencies of the movements in the 
field, the Medical Department is much embarrassed by the present 
system of organization of the Commissary Department. When such 
arrangements exist as at present in the Army of Tennessee, where 
these, the post commissaries, are required to consult the chief com- 
missary of General Brage’s army and to procure special authority 


an A 
a= 


from him, the embarrassment is still, greater, as particularly s 
ae reports concerning the provisions made for the wounde 
the battle of Chickamauga. The duties and responsibilities 


‘such armies are actively operating against the enemy, are so great. 


that it is impossible for him to give that attention to the wants of the 


hospitals being organized or removed from point to point which the 
Ae eircumstances require. Communication, too, with his sub- 
ordinates and with the medical director of hospitals in the rear being 
cut off or rendered difficult and irregular, it is impossible that the 
requisite arrangements can be properly effected. In view, then, of 
the inconvenience and injury of the service which have resulted from 
this imperfect arrangement, it is urgently recommended that a special 
commissary, independent of the authority of the chief commissary in 
the field, to receive authority directly from headquarters at Richmond, 
be assigned to the performance of such duties of the Commissary 
Department as relate to the supply of commissary stores to the sick | 
and wounded, and to hospitals organized and to be organized, or 
transferred in the rear of the several armies of the Confederacy now 
in the field. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5S. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


B. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, November 14, 1863. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAwTon, 
Quartermaster-General : 

GENERAL: I desire to inform you that in the prompt establishment 
of hospitals in the rear of armies, and in their removal from point to 
point, as necessitated by the contingencies of the movements in the 
field, as also especially in the transportation of the sick and wounded, 
the Medical Department is much embarrassed by the present organi- 
zation of the Quartermaster’s Department, and by the lack of funds 
in the hands of the respective quartermasters at the points where 
these accommodations of the sick are to be improvised. When such 
arrangements exist as at present in the Army of Tennessee, where 
these quartermasters are required to consult the chief quartermaster 
of General Brage’s army, and to procure their funds and special 
authority from him, the embarrassment is still greater, as particu- 
larly shown by the reports concerning the provisions made for the 
wounded after the battle of Chickamauga. The duties and respon- 
sibilities of the chief quartermaster of that and other of our armies, 
especially when such armies are actively operating against the enemy, 
are so great that it is impossible for him to give that attention to the 
wants of the hospitals being organized, and to the transportation of 
the wounded which the existing circumstances require. Communi- 
cation, too, with his subordinates, and with the medical director of 
the hospitals in the rear being cut off, or rendered difficult and 
Irregular, it is impossible that the requisite arrangements can be 
properly effected. In view, then, of the inconvenience and injury to 
the service which have resulted from this imperfect. arrangement, it 
is urgently recommended that a special quarter d : 


( j master, independent 
of the authority of the chief quartermaster in the field, to receive 


of the 


chief commissary of that and other of our armies, especially when — 
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d in the rear of the several armies of the Confederacy now 
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field. : ca a 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, es 
a 2 8.-.P. MOORE eae 
E Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 
= C. a 
 Crrcunakr. ] _ OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY, 


ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
December 28, 1863. 
In all cases of battle the commissary of each division will detail an_ 
assistant commissary for temporary duty at the field hospital. The 
_ officer thus selected will report in person to the chief surgeon of divis- 
ion, and will give his special attention to the subsisting of the sick 
and wounded. He will procure the necessary supplies from the divis- 
ion commissary train, and will obtain the necessary funds from the ~ 
division commissary for the purchase of such food as the country 
affords and may be necessary for the benefit of the sick and wounded. 
He will carry out such instructions pertaining to the subsistence 
department as may be required by the surgeon in charge of the hos- 
pital. It shall be the duty of the corps commissaries to see that this 
detail is promptly made. 
Rk: GCOLE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &c. 


—S— 


- EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Janwary 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: Your letter of 13th instant was about ten days on its 
way and reached my office during my absence in Southwestern Geor- 
gia. In reply I have to state that the troops organized under your 
eall for six months cannot be relied upon to relieve General Beaure- 
gard. The term of service of part of them has already expired, and 
they have been mustered out and discharged. On the 4th of Febru- 
ary, only five days hence, the term of nearly all the others expires, 
and they will also be discharged. 

Your requisition and their muster-rolls called for a six-months’ term 
from the time they were mustered in, and not a six-months’ term of 
active duty. The law of Congress under which you made the call 
declares them to be part of the armies of the Confederacy, but gives 
them pay and rations only while they may be in active service. Hence 
the time ran in their favor from the time they were mustered in, 
whether in active service or not. 

The failure of the Government to keep its faith with that part of 
the State Guard who were called out early in September last and 
kept constantly in the field, when no raid was approaching Georgia, 
and no sudden emergency called for their services, has not only seri- 
ously injured our prospect for a supply of provisions the ensuing year, 


Government, and has engendered a 

difficult to enlist another similar force State. Du . 

portion of the time there has been no use whatever for the 
the points where they were kept. — = RR 
_-' They were organized to repel raids, meet sudden emergencies, 
and were promised that when they were not needed for these and 
like purposes they should have the privilege to be at home, attending = 
to their ordinary business as producers. After they were ordered 
into camp they were compelled to remain there during the balance 
of the term as regular troops. While they were thus kept in camp 
eating out our too limited supply of provisions, and were deprived of 
the privilege of sowing their wheat and preparing for another crop, 
they saw no enemy, there was no raid, no sudden emergency, and no 
use for their services. They felt and knew that this was a violation — 
of both the letter and spirit of the contract. In their behalf I protested 
against it, but to no effect. 

If we expect to continue to conduct the war successfully, we are 
obliged to have a producing class at home as well as a fighting class 
in the field. The one is as indispensable as the other. Weare already 
cut off from a large part of the most productive lands in the Con- 
federacy, and we must fail to keep up our supplies if the productive 
interests of the portion we yet hold are seriously crippled. Thus far 
the State of Georgia has been able to meet the calls made upon her - 
without paralyzing to a very great extent her agricultural interests, 
except in that part of the State where there are but few slaves. But 
I feel it my duty to inform you that we shall not be able to meet the 
increasing demands made by the Confederate Government through its 
conscript officers, and spare a large additional force for constant 
service in or out of the State without so crippling the planting 
interests that a support cannot be made another year for the Army 
and the people of the State. 

Many of our fields now lie uncultivated, and if large additional 
levies of troops are to be made for constant service many more must 

_ be neglected. How, then, are we to make a support for another year? 

I have lately been through the upper, middle, and southwestern 
portions of the State, which are its more productive portions, and I 
tell you in all candor that the country is becoming so far drained of 
supples that if relief cannot be had from some other souree I do 
not see how it is possible to supply the people and the Army with 
bread till another crop is made, while the supply of meat is entirely 
inadequate. 

The cattle have been so generally taken for the Army as to leave a 
still less encouraging prospect for meat another year, and if heavy 
calls are to be made for troops to be taken from the agricultural pur- 
suits the prospect for bread will indeed be gloomy. 

If it is the policy of the Government to put the whole people, or 
any great additional number of them, into military service, the strug- 
gle for the future must necessarily be short. We cannot expect to 
conquer the enemy in a few months, and if we fail to make a crop it 
is only necessary for them to continue the war till we consume our 
provisions, and they must conquer us. 

But you may inquire how, then, we are to get troops to meet the 
large armies of the enemy. It is not my wish to dictate, nor do I 
desire to annoy you by voluntary advice, but in view of the perils 
which surround us, and the responsibility of my position as the 


, who are to be seen on all our railroad trains and in all our 


s would increase the armies from 25 to 50 per cent. and make ~ 
them strong enough, if well fed and sustained, to meet, with all the 
advantages which we as the invaded party possess, any force the 
enemy will be able to bring against us. Almost every little railroad 
illage has become a military post, and a number of officers in brass 
buttons and gold lace can be seen idling about, each out of the reach 
- of danger, with troops enough to supply each with a command. The 
~ Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments are thronged with able- 

bodied men, subject to conscription or detailed from the Army, who 
are acting as clerks, purchasing agents, impressment agents, &e. 
_ From these and similar causes 50 per cent. of the Army are not in 
camp to answer to roll-call, and further drafts must be made upon 
the producing class to supply the places of the absentees, who ought 
to be kept at their places in the Army. 
It is easy to foresee the result of this policy if persisted in. As the 
enemy has over three times as many men able to do military service 
as we have, it is impossible for us to keep in the field as many troops 
as he does. Nor is this necessary. As the invaded party, having the 
inner lines of communication and other advantages incident to our 
position, if our people are united and determined and our Government 
acts with wisdom and prudence, we can defend successfully against a 
vastly superior force in point of numbers. 
~ In conclusion I have only to state that Georgia has always done her 
whole duty and furnished more than her full share of men and means, 
_- and I doubt not she will still do her just part to the utmost of her 
ability as long as the enemy desecrates the soil of the Confederacy. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


AN ACT to regulate the collection of the tax in kind upon tobacco, and to amend 
an act entitled ‘‘An act to levy taxes for the common defense and carry on 
the Government of the Confederate States,” approved April 24, 1863. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the tax in kind of one-tenth imposed by said act upon all tobacco 
erown in the Confederate States, instead of being collected by the post 

- quartermaster, shall be collected by the agents appointed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to collect and preserve tobacco, and the tax 
assessors shall transfer their estimates of the tobacco due from each 
planter or farmer, specifying both quantity and quality, to the said 
agents or their duly authorized sub-agents, taking their receipts there- 
for, and shall also transmit a copy of these estimates to the chief of 
the Produce Loan Office; and when said tobacco shall have been col- 
lected the said agents shall be liable for its safe custody. 

Src. 2. That each farmer and planter, not earlier than the first day 
of June, nor later than the fifteenth day of July, shall deliver his 
tithe of tobacco in prizing order, put up in convenient parcels for 
transportation, at the nearest prizing depot, of which there shall be 
not less than one established in each county by the agents for the col- 
lection and preservation of tobacco, where the said tobacco shall be 


ls, into the Army—a place where many of them are seldom found. 


sr or plan ae t qualities of to 
an assess, as due the Confed 


erate States, one-t 

aid qualities, which shall be stated separately in his es' 
all be delivered separately by the farmer or planter at 
: : a 4. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the 
are hereby repealed. : 
Approved January 30, 1864. i 


foregi 


AN ACT to fix the pay and allowances of the master armorer of the Confederate = 3 
= States Armory at Richmond, Virginia. Aa a ae 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That — 
the master armorer of the Confederate States Armory at Richmond, i 
Virginia, shall hereafter receive a salary of three thousand dollars per 
annum from the time of the passage of this act, with allowances for 
quarters and fuel of a captain of infantry. 

Approved January 30, 1864. 


GENERAL eee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 10. _ Richmond, January 30, 1864. 
The authority given in General Orders, No. 85, series of 1863, to 
impress iron, is extended to the impressment of ore, timber, and all 5 
materials essential to the production and manufacture of iron. 
By order: 


8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


STATE OF GEORGIA, 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

Atlanta, January 30, 1864. 

Honorable SECRETARY OF WaR, 

Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: Pardon the liberty taken in inclosing you a letter addressed 
by me to Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner, commanding Middle Florida, 
indorsed. and approved by Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb on the 7th instant.* 
The sufferings of Georgians in ©. 8. service, through lack of clothing 
and the dearth of raw material in this State, caused by the extensive 
operations of the Confederate Government, have made it absolutely 
necessary for us to go outside the limits of Georgia and make pur- 
chases where the material could be found. Already this department 
has issued to destitute Georgians, ©. S. Army, about 15,000 suits of 
clothing and about 30,000 pair of shoes. These, as the generals will 
testify, have added much to the valor and comfort of the troops. 
With the exception of the refusal of the commander of the District of 
Middle Florida, we have met no opposition in making purchases in 
other States for this object. The refusal of this commander I also 


* Not found. 


on 8) 1¢ é t me | S Ee 
re shipments from the District of Middle Fl 
lesire to come in conflict with purchasing agents « 
rate Government. I only ask that my agents be placed 
footing. Such authority granted to this department would _ 
na condition to relieve the necessities of Georgia soldiers 
en the Confederate Government should be unable to do so. The 
is sought in the name of the gallant but destitute Georgians in, 
nfederate service, whose wants will be supplied when the Govern- 
at is short of supplies, if granted. The letter to Brig. Gen. W. M. | 
‘dner, indorsed by Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, and the refusal of the 
colonel commanding the District of Middle Florida, is therefore 
respectfully inclosed. Begging an early response, 
_I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
IRA R. FOSTER, 
- Quartermaster-General of Georgia. 


[First indorsement. | 

. : _ FEBRUARY 8, 1864. 

: QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL: 

Do you advise compliance with the requests of this letter? Would 

- it not impede your operations ? 
J. As Oss 


Secretary. 
[Second indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
: Richmond, February 12, 1864. 
Respectfully returned. = : 
_ Action of this kind upon the part of State authorities is apt to lead 
to competition without any material increase of the resources of the 
- country. Still, I have never felt at liberty to impose any restraints 
upon the agents or officers of a State engaged in the collection of 


supplies. 
“i A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


; OFFICE CHIEF INSPECTOR FIELD TRANSPORTATION, 
Dist. No. 3, ALA., Miss., WEST TENN., AND EAST LA., 
Brandon, Miss., January 30, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. A. H. Coe, ; 
Inspector-General, &c., Richmond, Va. : 

CoLONEL: Although so far as I am aware my general letters on the 
affairs of my district never reach you, yet I will continue to advise 
you, hoping they may turnup. [at last begin to see my way to realize 

- the resources within my reach. If you will glance at the map, with 
the suggestion that in the interior there is an abundance of corn, 
and the stock is in good order and better cared for than it could be 
by the Government, and that it is nearly all required for the produc- 
tion of food, and should not be demanded by the Government unless 
upon a fair canvass of what is most required—food or mules. In 
addition to this itis always within reach of the Government, and by 
June 1, 1864, the corn crop will be made. I have located Capt. L. B. 


* Not found. 
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and others, and by having requisitions already filled for Georgia. I _ 
have been notified already of arrival at a safe place of 140 mules from 
North Alabama and 150 from near Baton Rouge. 
Respectfully, 
A. M. PAXTON, 
Major and Quartermaster. 


[JANUARY 30, 1864.—For Cooper to Polk, in relation to the organi- 
zation of troops within the enemy’s lines, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, 
Part II, p. 636. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 11, iy Richmond, February 1, 1864. 

I. Examining boards for conscripts will, when practicable, be com- 
posed of two medical officers and one employed surgeon. They will 
hold continuous sessions in the several counties of their respective 
districts, to facilitate the execution of the duties prescribed by Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 141, 1863, from this office. 

If. Paragraph III, General Orders, No. 141, last series, from this 
office, is amended to provide that in all cases when there are two 
medical officers on the boards for the éxamination of conscripts, rec- 
ommendations and certificates must be concurred in and signed by 
both medical officers. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ' 
Richmond, February 1, 1864. 
kK * * 


No. 26. 
* * Ba % 
XXIV. Col. William 


Miller, of the First Florida Regiment, is 
assigned to duty as comm 0 


andant of conscripts for the State of Florida, 


ea 


so < Ss yn UNE — 
of the Secretary of War: 
— _ . JNO. WITHERS, _ 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: FEBRUARY 3, 1864. — 
ENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE 


‘he present state of the Confederacy, in my judgment, requires 
that I should call your attention to a condition of things existing in the 
country which has already been productive of serious evil, and which 
threatens still graver consequences unless an adequate remedy shall 
be speedily applied by the legislation of Congress. It has been our 
cherished hope—and hitherto justified by the generous self-devotion 
_ of our citizens—that when the great struggle in which we are engaged 
_ was passed we might exhibit to the world the proud spectacle of a 
_ people unanimous in the assertions and defense of their rights and 

achieving their liberty and independence after the bloodiest war of 
- modern times without the necessity of a single sacrifice of civil right 
- to military necessity. But it can no longer be doubted that the zeal 

with which the people sprung to arms at the beginning of the contest 
_ has, in some parts of the Confederacy, been impaired by the long con- 
tinuance and magnitude of the struggle. 

While brigade after brigade of our brave soldiers who have endured 
the trials of the camp and battle-field are testifying their spirit and 
patriotism by voluntary re-enlistment for the war, discontent, disaf- 
fection, and disloyalty are manifested among those who, through the 
sacrifices of others, have enjoyed quiet and safety at home. Public 
~ meetings have been held, in some of which treasonable designs are 

masked by a pretended devotion to State sovereignty, and in others 
is openly avowed. Conventions are advocated with the pretended 
object of redressing grievances, which, if they existed, could as well 
be remedied by ordinary legislative action, but with the real design 
‘of accomplishing treason under the form of law. To this end a strong 
suspicion is entertained that secret leagues and associations are being 
formed. In certain localities men of no mean position do not hesitate 
to avow their disloyalty and hostility to our cause, and their advocacy 
of peace on the terms of submission to the abolition of slavery. In 
_ districts overrun by the enemy or liable to their encroachments, citi- 
- zens of .well-known disloyalty are holding frequent communication 
with them, and furnishing valuable information to our injury, even to 
the frustration of important military movements. And yet must they, 
through too strict regard to the technicalities of the law, be permitted 
to go at large till they have perfected their treason by the commission 
of an overt act? After the commission of the act the evidence is often 
unattainable, because within the enemy’s lines. Again and again 
such persons have been arrested, and as often they have been dis- 
charged by the civil authorities, because the Government could not 
procure the testimony from within the lines of the enemy. On one 
occasion, when a party of officers were laying a torpedo in James 

River, persons on shore were detected communicating with the enemy, 

and were known to pilot them to a convenient point for observing the 

nature of the service in which the party were engaged. ‘They were 
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rrested and were discharged on habeas corpus, because, although 
as was moral certainty of their guilt, it could not be proved by 
competent testimony. ‘T'wice the Government has received secret and 
confidential information of plots to release the prisoners confined in 
Richmond. This information was sufficiently definite to enable pre- 
ventive measures to be adopted with success; but as it pointed out 
the guilty conspirators by strong suspicion only, and not by compe- 
tent testimony, they could not be arrested, and are still at large, 
ready to plot again. A citizen possessing the means and opportunity 
of doing much injury to the service was arrested for disloyalty. He 
was twice tried before different commissions. _Upon_ each exam- 
ination he avowed his hostility to our cause and his desire to join 
the enemy. Both commissions decided that it would be dangerous 
to suffer him to go at large. Yet, upon the demand of the civil 
authorities, he had to bereleased for want of competent legal testimony. 

The Capital of the Government is the object of peculiar attention to 
the enemy. I have satisfactory reasons for believing that spies are 
continually coming and going in our midst. Information has been 
repeatedly received from friendly parties at the North that particular 
individuals then in Richmond were sent as spies by the enemy. Yet, 
however accurate and reliable such information might be, it was not 
competent testimony; and it was idle to arrest them only to be dis- 
charged by the civil authorities. Important information of secret 
movements among the negroes fomented by base white men has been 
received from faithful servants, but no arrests of instigators could be 
made because there was no competent testimony. Apprehensions 
have more than once been entertained of a servile insurrection in 
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Richmond. The Northern papers informus that Butler is perfecting - 


some deep-laid scheme to punish us for our refusal to hold intercourse 
with him. If, as is not improbable, his designs should point to servile 
insurrection in Richmond, incendiarism, and the destruction of pub- 
lic works so necessary to our defense, and so impossible to bereplaced, 
how can we hope to fathom it and arrest the guilty emissaries and 
contrivers but by incompetent negro testimony? In some of the 
States civil process has been brought to bear with disastrous efficiency 
upon the Army. Every judge has the power to issue the writ of habeas 
corpus, and if one manifests more facility in discharging petitioners 
than his associates the application is made to him, however remote he 
may be. In one instance a general on the eve of an important move- 
ment, when every man was needed, was embarrassed by the command 
of a judge even then over 200 miles distant to bring, if in his custody, 
or send if in custody of another, before him on habeas corpus, some 
deserters who had been arrested and returned to his command. In 
another, the commandant of a camp of conscripts who had a conscript 
in camp, was commanded to bring him before a judge more than 100 
miles distant, although there was a judge competent to hear and deter- 
mine the cause resident in the place where the writ was executed. He 
consulted eminent counsel, and was advised that from the known opin- 
ions of the judge selected, the conscript would undoubtedly be released 

and the officer was therefore advised to discharge him at once and 
return the facts informally; that such a return was not technically 
sufficient, but would be accepted as accomplishing the purpose of the 
writ. He acted on the advice of his counsel, and was immediately 
summoned by the judge to show cause why he should not be attached 
for a contempt in making an insufficient return, and was compelled 
to leave his command ata time when his services were pressingly 
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away from any railroad, to purge himself of the tech-- 
om . These particular instances may serve to show the 
he delays, difficulties, and embarrassments which are con- 
occurring. And injurious as they are, they are but light and 
in comparison with evils which are reasonably to be anticipated. 
s understood that questions are to be multiplied as to the con- 
tionality of the late act of Congress placing in the military service 
10se who had furnished substitutes. If a single judge, in any State, 
should hold the act to be unconstitutional, it is easy to see that 
that State will either furnish no soldiers from that class, or furnish 
them only when too late for the pressing need of the country. Every 
application would be made to that particular judge, and he will dis- 
charge the petitioners in each. And although the officer may have 
the right of appeal, yet the delay will be tantamount in its conse- 
quences to a discharge. Indeed, this result is likely to ensue although 
every judge in the Confederacy should hold the law to be perfectly 
constitutional and valid. 
A petition for a habeas corpus need not and ordinarily does not 
declare the particular grounds upon which the petitioner claims his 
discharge. A general statement on oath that he is illegally restrained 
of his liberty is sufficient to induce and even to require the judge 
to issue the writ. In every case the enrollment will be followed by 
the writ, and every enrolling officer will be kept in continual motion 
to and from the judge, until the embarrassment and delay will 
amount to the practical repeal of the law. Its-provisions will add no 
more soldiersto the Army. But thisis not all. We shall not be able 
to retain those already in the service. Nothing has done so much to 
inspirit our brave soldiers as the determination evinced. by Congress 
to send to their aid those who have thus far lived at their ease at 
home while they have endured dangers, toils, and privations. When 
_ the hope of equal justice and of speedy re-enforcement shall thus have 
failed, disappointment and despondency will displace the buoyant for- 
titude which animates them now. Desertion, already a frightful evil, 
will become the order of the day. And who will arrest the deserter, 
when most of those at home are engaged in the common practice of 
setting the Government at defiance? Organized bands of deserters 
will patrol the country, burning, plundering, and robbing indisecrimi- 
nately, and our armies, already too weak, must be still further 
depleted at the most imminent crisis of our cause, to keep the peace 
and protect the lives and property of our citizens at home. Must these 
evils be endured? Must the independence for which we are contend- 
ing, the safety of the defenseless families of the men who have fallen 
in battle and of those who still confront the invader, be put in peril 
for the sake of conformity to the technicalities of the law of treason ? 
Having thus presented some of the threatening evils which exist, 
it remains to suggest the remedy. And in my judgment that is only 
to be found in the suspension of the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus. Itis a sharp remedy, but a necessary one. It is a remedy 
plainly contemplated by the Constitution. All the powers of the 
Government, extraordinary as well as ordinary, are a sacred trust, to 
be faithfully executed whenever the public exigency may require. 
Recognizing the general obligation, we cannot escape from the duty 
in one case more than in another. And a suspension of the writ 
when demanded by the public safety is as much a duty as to levy 
taxes for the support of the Government. If the state of invasion 
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eclared by the Constitution to be a 
this power does not exist in our country now, when 
expected to arise? It is idle to appeal against it t 
the old Union. That history contains no parallel case. 
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- whose reverence for the great bill of right is at least as strong as « 
own, and the stability of whose institutions 1s the admiration of : 
world, has repeatedly within the last hundred years resorted to this ce 
rem2dy when only threatened with invasion. It may occasion some — 
clamor, but this will proceed chiefly from the men who have already — 
been too long the active agents of evil. Loyal citizens will not feel 
danger, and the disloyal must be made to fear it. The very existence 
of extraordinary powers often renders their exercise unnecessary. 
To temporize with disloyalty in the midst of war is but to quicken it 
to the growth of treason. I therefore respectfully recommend that 
the privilege of the corpus be suspended. : ats 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


AN ACT to change the time for the assembling of Congress for its next regular 
session. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America ao enact, That 
the Congress of the Confederate States of America, for its next reg- 
ular session, shall assemble the first Monday in May, anno Domini 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and not the first Monday of Decem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and sixty-four. | 

Approved February 3, 1864. 


AN ACT to authorize the President to assign judges of military courts from one 
court to another. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the President be, and he is hereby, authorized, at any time, to assign 
Judges from one military court to another as in his judgment the 
service may require. 

SEC. 2. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage. 

- Approved February 3, 1864. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond, Va., Feb 3, 186: 

Hon. J. H. REAGAN, Pe 
Postmaster-General : 

Sir: In compliance with my letter of the 29th ultimo,* I have the 
honor to communicate the result of the inquiry into the action of this 
Department on your letters of the 19th of October and 17th of Novem- 
ber, 1863, and January 7, 1864. 

The last, in regard to the complaint of the postmaster at Ivor of 
being turned out of his office, and its being appropriated to other 
uses by military authority, has been referred to the proper officers for 
inquiry and report and has not yet been returned, 


* Not found. 


atter discharge fre 
service of the Confederate States on writs of habeas corpus | 
dge Fulton, of the Virginia bench, and which are the subject — 
your letter of the 17th of November, 1863, had been brought tothe 
m of the Department in the latter part of August by Hon. 
R. Staples, had been investigated, and were under considera- 
yn when your letter was received. E 

at of the 19th of October was referred to the Conscript Bureau, 

response from which is herewith inclosed.* : 
The questions presented by your two communications last referre 
to have received that consideration which their importance and the 
collision between the departments of the Government under our 
respective charge seem to demand. 

The construction placed by this Department upon the exemption 
law approved on the 11th of October, 1862, of which the act approved 

_ April 14, 1863, entitled ‘‘ An act to exempt contractors,” &¢., accord- 

_ ing to the rule for the construction of statutes, is to be deemed and 

taken as a part, was distinctly stated and promulgated by a general 

order published on the 3d day of November, 1862, in which it is 

_ expressly declared ‘“‘that the exemption act will be construed pros- 

_ pectively, and does not authorize the discharge of any one enrolled 
or in the service prior to the 11th day of October, 1862.” 

This construction was sustained by the courts in various cases that 
were brought before them, and was approved by Congress when it 
passed the act approved .on the 2d of April, 1863, providing for the 
acceptance of the resignations of such officers and the honorable dis- 
charge of such non-commissioned officers and privates as might be 
elected or appointed to certain legislative, judicial, and executive 
offices, the tenants of which were exempted by the act of October 11, 
1862, from the military service. 

This being the clear and well-settled rule and practice of this 
Department, the chief of the Contract Bureau of the Post-Office 
Department, on the 26th of May, 1863, in an official communication to 

the postmaster at Christiansburg, informing him that the Postmaster- 
General withheld -his acceptance of a certain lowest offer to carry the 
mail ‘‘in view of the unreasonable rate,” instructed him to re-adver- 
— tise, and remarks: ‘‘ You will not fail to commend to the attention of 
- the contractor or of those who may be disposed to offer under the 
 re-advertisement the facilities of the late exemption law,” &e. 
The postmaster, accordingly, in his re-advertisement offers as an 
inducement to low bids the promised exemption from military service 

on route No. 2561, the proposal of John Surface, at one-fourth of a 

cent per annum, and on route No. 2563, that of John C. Kinzer, at 

1 cent per annum, were accepted. The postmaster wrote to the 

Postmaster-General about the discharge of these men, who were pri- 

vates in Company E, Fifty-fourth Virginia Regiment. The chief of 

the Contract Bureau of the Post-Office Department replied that they 
were exempted, and it is understood the judge of the district court 
had so decided and discharged soldiers, who had become contractors 
on writs of habeas corpus. 

This Department considers that it has just cause of complaint 
against the Post-Office Department for the course pursued in this and 
similar cases. 


* Not found. 
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N lication was made by these men to the military autho ‘les 
io ioe Giecbarcee on account of these alleged contracts. But hen 
the commanding officer of the regiment, being shown a letter stating 
that friends had obtained these contracts for them, offered to prepare — 
and forward such application on with his approval, his offer was 
declined. Writs of habeas corpus were sued out and awarded by a 
judge of a circuit court of Virginia on the 20th day of J uly, return- 
able on the dth of August, at Wytheville, and sent by him to be exe- 
cuted in the State of Tennessee, where the regiment was and had 
been since the 5th of April preceding, with an intimation to the ‘offi- 
cer that if he would surrender the men to the officer appointed to 
execute the writs his personal presence was unnecessary. ~ In the tra- 
ditional deference to judicial authority habitual to our people the 
officer surrendered the men, sending his objections to and protest 
against their discharge. Being brought before the judge, he entered 
orders discharging them from the military service of the Confederate 
States. General Buckner, learning the facts, believing that the court 
had no jurisdiction, and that the order was, therefore, of no effect, 
ordered their arrest and return to their regiment. It is perfectly clear 
that the judge had no jurisdiction when the writs were issued; that 
it was an unjustifiable exercise of judicial prerogative in another 
State, and that the commanding officer of the regiment erred in sur- 
rendering the men to the officer of the court. But when they 
appeared before the judge within his circuit the jurisdiction attached ; 
and however erroneous his decision may be deemed, it will be 
accepted by this Department, as has been done in the cases decided 
by Judge Halyburton, as the law of the case, and the men will be 
discharged from the custody of their officers. : 

But while thus recognizing such decision as made, this Department 
does not feel bound by the principle on which the judgment is based 
as to apply it to similar cases. It is satisfied that the construction 
placed by it on the exemption law is the true and proper construc- 
tion, and is in accordance with the intention of the law-makers, and 
it insists that by every rule of reason and usage the settled con- 
struction given by an Executive Department of the Government to 
an act of Congress for its action is entitled to more consideration 
and weight of authority than an exposition by a subordinate judicial 
tribunal. 

The views of this Department on this question of construction have 
been given fully in answer to a resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives during the present session; and unless Congress shall other- 
oe direct, these views will continue, as heretofore, to be its rule of 
action. 

Without restating any of these views, I will add the further sug- 
gestion that Congress, by its passage of the act of April 2, 1863, has 
thrown additional light upon its intention and the proper construe- 
tion of the exemption act composed of the statutes of October 11, 1862, 
and April 14, 1863, in this, that it only provides for discharging from 
the military service those who may be called on to fill certain legisla- 
tye; Judicial, and executive offices, to perform certain public trusts, 
eet Uae USS theory does not recognize as either to be sought or 
ee | y ’ eB eee Aad has expressly left out of its provisions the 
see oe a BES exempted because of benefits which would 

cert public interests. The distinetion is very plain and 
significant. 
aati cre Me to the State of those who are in the military service, 
r dy voluntary enlistment or conscription, whether actually 
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ealled, according to the mode prescribed by the Constitution | 
vs, to fill public office, the duties of which were incompatible 
ith the duties imposed by the military obligation, it was a question 
to be determined by Congress which class of obligations was to be _ 
med of the higher importance to the public weal. It was no ques- 
of release from the service of the country, or of privilege to be 
warded to an individual, but simply the decision as to which of two 
_ conflicting classes of public duties which the citizen was required to 
_ perform should be preferred. OS: ; 
Laws exempting from military service provide that certain classes 
_ of individuals liable to the performance of military duties, if called 
on—and such liability is only inchoate until the call is made—shall 
not be called on to perform those duties; but there is no provision of 
law by which a citizen whose debt of military service to the public 
has been perfected by the demand for its performance can discharge 
himself from his obligation by his own act. It would be strange and 
anomalous if there were. 
f A contract with the Post-Office Department to carry the mails would 
be such voluntary act of the individual. Nor would the fact that the 
contract was made with a department of the Government make it the 
less his mere voluntary act—the really relieving himself from his 
superior obligation—than would be his contracting with such mail 
contractor to drive a post coach or hack for carrying the mails; or his 
contracting for service with a railroad or canal company, or with the 
editor of a newspaper, or to be employed by any contractor with the 
Government, or the bringing himself by any means within any other 
of the large classes that are by the same act declared to be exempt. 
The law applies to all equally. : : 
_ The plain result is that no one whose application has thus become 
- perfect has the right or power to complete a contract which is incom- 
patible with his prior superior obligation. He is not, as to such, 
capable of contracting. It is therefore insisted that the contracts 
made by the Post-Office Department with those persons actually in 
the military service or enrolled for such service, made without the 
consent of this Department, are not sufficient according to law to 
release the parties from the claim of this Department, acting as the 
agent of the public, to whom the service isdue. And in the perform- 
ance of my duty to maintain the Army in the most effective condition, ~ 
now so imperatively called for by the present emergency, I am con- 
strained to request that you will abrogate all these contracts when 
the parties have been discharged from the military service on writs 
of habeas corpus, in order that they may be reclaimed by the military 
authorities. 

The extent to which the army in the field may be weakened by 
those discharged on habeas corpus on account of having become con- 
tractors to carry the mails cannot be, it is presumed, very great, 
though three were discharged by Judge Halyburton in one day who 
had agreed to transport the mails on routes exceeding ten miles in 
length for the annual compensation of,1 mill, 1 cent, and 10 cents, 
respectively. But the principle of his deeision applied to the other 
classes of exemption would fearfully diminish our ranks just at the 
time when urgent necessity requires every effort to enlarge them, 
and this consideration makes me the more earnest in resisting a 
construction of the law fraught with so much mischief. 


should have been and as you had the right to expect. But, while | 
inca to be in fault from the failure to respond with sufficien 4 
- promptness, I do not agree that there has been any just cause i) ie 
- complaint as to its action on the subject-matter of your communica- | 
tions; but, on the contrary, hold that its action has been in accord- 
ance with the law, the policy of the Government, and the necessities 

of the country. ep 
With great respect, truly, yours, 


ma 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 13. Richmond, February 3, 1864. 


I. In the event of the loss of company records and the consequent 
inability of the commanding officers to certify the:efrom the clothing 
accounts of soldiers, said accounts may be stated from memory, pro- 
vided such statements are supported by the affidavits of the soldiers 
interested. 

II. When, from the casualties of war, companies have been entirely 
deprived of their officers, in the adjustment of clothing accounts the ; 
affidavit of the soldier, together with those of two of his comrades, 
will be esteemed sufficient evidence to authorize a settlement with 
him if the statement shall be approved by the regimental commander. 

Ill. Hereafter the articles of clothing issued during the year will be 
stated opposite the name of each soldier, upon the muster-roll of his 
company, at the annual settlement directed in General Orders, No. 

‘100, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, December 8, 1862. 

IV. The attention of company commanders is called to the require- 
ments of the above-quoted general orders. By failing to account for 
clothing received by them for issue to their men they render them- 
selves liable to be charged with its value, and a stoppage of their pay 
to the amount. 

V. From and after the Ist of February, 1864, instead of supplying 
company commanders with clothing for their men, officers of the 
Quartermaster’s Department will issue to the soldier upon the requi- 
sition of his immediate commanding officer. 

VI. In making payments to soldiers upon descriptive lists, officers 
of the Quartermaster’s Department will be careful to indorse thereon 
the amounts paid and the time for which they have been paid, return- 
ing the same to them for delivery to their company commanders and 
filing with their accounts a certified copy thereof. 

By order: 

5S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


UNOFFICIAL. | 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 

-My Dar SIR: I have recently taken the liberty of attending sev- 

eral public meetings, which I have addressed on the subject of fur- 

nishing men and provisions for the Army. I have done so without 
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within two days. | s 
interviews with the people I have learned some impor: 
neouraging facts which I have thought would not be unin- 
ig to you. In the first place, I am satisfied that the supply of 
sat in the country is much beyond what I had supposed it would be. 
uld give you details, but it is unnecessary, to show even the best- 
formed citizens have been greatly at fault in estimating the quan- 
_ tity of meat that could be got in their immediate neighborhood. 

_ The people need information as to the wants of the Army and the 
necessity of economy, sacrifices, and energy on their part. If they 
could be addressed in the right way in every county in the Confed- 
eracy, I have no doubt that provisions enough could be got to feed 
our whole Army, though we got no meat from abroad. 

The members of Congress who have nothing else to do could render 
incalculable aid in this matter if they could be induced to make the 
right kind of addresses to the people. Better, though, that they 
should stay at Richmond doing nothing than to transfer to public 

meetings their wranglings and complainings. That is not what is 

wanted; we have enough of that without their assistance. The other 
important fact that I have learned is that our resources of men are 
_ far beyond what I had supposed. 

In illustration of this fact let me mention some statements made to 
me. You are aware that under the militia law of the last Legisla- 
ture the Governor was directed to enroll all our men between sixteen 
and sixty who are not subject to conscription or in the Confederate 
service. In one county the State enrolling officer says that’ his rolls 
will show that there are more men now in the county between the 
ages of eighteen and forty-five than have been sent from the county 
to the war, though the county has done as well as other counties in 
the State. I could not believe the statement, but he insists it is so, 

__and refers to the details, the mechanics, exempts of all kinds, and 
counts up large numbers certainly. In another county the State 
enrolling officer (who I know very well) informed me that he had 
enrolled 900 men (not including three companies of Georgia State 
Guard), and that one-half of them were fit for any military service and 
another fourth fit for local duty. In another district, including three 
counties, the enrolling officer has now on his rolls over 2,000 men. 

I give you these facts as interesting and encouraging evidence of 
the great resources of our country. It only requires to be brought 
out, and the best mode of doing it is the great question of the hour. 
Much—very much—can be done in the way I have suggested if the 
men capable of arousing the people can be induced to undertake the 
work. 

I regret that I differ so widely from the policy you have determined 
upon for filling up the Army, but it will not affect my conduct. I 
shall labor as hard to carry it out as I should have done to carry out 
my own policy. I must repeat, however, that I think it was a fatal 
mistake not to allow the formation of new organizations. If that 
policy had been adopted I believe I could have raised an army in 
Georgia of 10,000 men. As it is, you will get not one-fifth that num- 
ber, and them of dissatisfied and discontented men. 

It is, however, now too late, and my duty and pleasure will be to 
labor the more earnestly to overcome difficulties and aid in filling up 
the Army. ; 

With sentiments of sincere regard, your friend, 
HOWELL COBB. 


General E. K. SMITH: . ‘ 
GENERAL: This will be handed you by Judge L. W. Hastings, late 
of California, who has received from the President a commission as 
major to raise troops in Arizona, and been authorized to proceed in 
the execution of the plan for the recruitment of troops in California 
or Arizona, and the occupation of the latter as far as practicable, 
which was referred by you to the consideration of the Department. * 
It is not contemplated to expend in the scheme a larger sum of money 
than ean be conveniently raised by the exportation of some few hun- 
dred bales of cotton into Mexico, which will be managed by Major 
Hart or some other officer you may intrust with the duty. With the 
proceeds, which should be enough to furnish Major Hastings with 
some $10,000 or $12,000 in specie funds, and likewise to forward from 
the port in Mexico the recruits who may be induced to engage in the 
enterprise to some rendezvous in Arizona, Major Hastings and a dis- 
bursing officer, to be selected by yourself, will go to the selected port. 
There the disbursing officer will remain on some plausible pretext, 
while Major Hastings will proceed to California. He is confident of 
his ability to engage 500 or more men, ostensibly as miners, to come 


out, armed and equipped at their own expense, and to report to the 


officer left in Mexico, on the pledge that they will be paid for their 
arms and equipments and forwarded to the point of rendezvous. 
They should, of course, preserve throughout the character of a min- 
ing association and be careful to do no act violative of neutrality with 
Mexico, or to so muster and collect as to raise the suspicions of the 
emissaries of the enemy who may be in Mexico. When assembled in 
sufficient numbers they will proceed to Arizona and commence their 
operations for the seizure and occupation of the country. It would 
be well if men were procured freely from California that some able 
and enterprising officer of superior rank to Major Hastings should be 
selected and sent by you to command the expedition. Meantime, 
when men begin to come in from California so as to afford a reason- 
able prospect of success, a selected few of them, or some other special 
agents acquainted with Arizona, should be sent forward into that 
Territory to engage co-operation and prepare the friends of the South 
for action at the proper time. I must rely on you to select the proper 
assistants and officers in this matter, or to commit it to some officer 
on whom you can rely. I should be pleased if a gentleman of the 
known character and spirit of Judge Terry would undertake its guid- 
ance. While the loyalty and general intelligence of Major Hastings 
are appreciated, it is felt that he has little military experience, and is 
rather to be relied on to reeruit and get men from California than to 
conduct and execute the whole plan. 

You will give to Major Hastings full instructions as to his course 
of procedure. I cannot well do 80 without knowing how far you can 
ae ee may on ue nC TesDTe to unite others with him 
the plan expedient and feasible. i t : ach eee poe 
ee ae a a = le, 9ut much must depend on the discre- 

: g nee nterprise of the selected agent. 
Very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
*See proposition of Hastings, Series I, Vol. Li; Partll, p. 721: 
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x _ Apst. AND InsP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
as Richmond, February 5, 1864. 
General Orders, No. 137, series of 1863, is hereby revoked. 
|. Supplies of provisions in transitu to arsenals, armories, and ord- 
nce depots for the use of operatives, under the order of command- 
g officers of the same, will not be interfered with by officers of the 


III. As the various railroads of the Confederacy for the transporta- 


tion of troops, supplies, and munitions of war are under the control of 


the Quartermaster’s Department, the orders of commanding generals 
and other officers relating to such transportation by railroad will be 
immediately furnished to the Quartermaster-General in order that 
arrangements may be made in time to harmonize the various routes 
so as to prevent accident and delays. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
CIRCULAR BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 6. Richmond, February 5, 1864. 


The War Department having directed that a reasonable time be | 


allowed to enable agents not liable to conscription to be procured for 
- service in the Commissary Department, commandants of conscripts 


will grant details for sixty days of persons applied for in that depart- 


ment on the application being approved by the Commissary-General. 


Such details will not be renewable unless approved by this Bureau. 
Copies of the order of detail will be forwarded to the Bureau. 
By order of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 5, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BonHam, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.: 

Str: I have received Your Excellency’s letters of the 19th of Decem- 
ber and 27th of January last, inclosing a resolution of the Legislature 
of South Carolina requesting the Confederate authorities ‘‘ to forego 
the right heretofore exercised of shipping cotton and bringing freight 
on the boats owned by the Importing and Exporting Company of 
South Carolina, in consequence of the ownership by the State of a part 
of those boats.” 

In reply I have the honor to say that a response to the letter of 
December 19 was delayed because the regulation of the exportation of 
cotton and other products was understood to be under the considera- 
tion of Congress, and it was believed in a brief period legislation 
would be adopted which would control the whole subject, and either 


dispense with the necessity of any arrangement on the par 
ae ee express the conditions on which such arrangements: s 
pe made. An act, it is believed, has received the assent, in its mair 
- features, of both houses, but has not yet been sotpassed as to becom e 
law. Sosoon as its terms are announced some definite understandi 1s 
can be had with you on behalf of your State. Meantime, as > ee 
plained to Mr. Furman, there is every disposition on my part to meet 
the wishes of your State, and that any vessel engaged by the State 
and carrying out for it the amount of cotton required by others to be 
carried out for the Department would not be interfered with or 
restrained. a ae ; ae 
ry respectfu our obedient servant, 
eae es JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AN ACT to prohibit the importation of luxuries, or of articles not necessaries 
or of common use. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, 'That 
from and after the first day of March next it shall not be lawful to 
import into the Confederate States any brandy, wines, or other spirits, 
or any other article specified in Schedule A of an act entitled “An 
act to provide revenue from commodities imported from foreign coun- 
tries,” approved May twenty-first, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, 
or any goods, wares, or merchandise enumerated in Schedule B of 
said act, except the following articles: All things for medicinal pur- 
poses, camphor refined, pickles, molasses, pepper, pimento, cloves, 
nutmegs, cinnamon, and all other spices; soap, castile, Windsor, and 
all other toilet soaps; sugar of all kinds; syrup of sugar; galloons, 
laces, knots, stars, tassels, tresses and wings of gold and silver, or 
imitations thereof, intended for uniforms of officers in the military 
or naval service. : 

Sec. 2. And it shall not be lawful to import the following articles, 
enumerated in Schedule C of said act: Beer, ale, and porter; muffs 
and tippets, and all other manufactures of fur, or of which fur shall 
be a component part, except caps and hats; carpets, carpetings, 
hearth rugs, bedsides and other portions of carpeting of any kind or 
description; carriages and parts of carriages; cider and other bever- 
ages not containing alcohol; clocks and parts of clocks; cotton laces, 
cotton insertings, cotton trimmings, or laces of thread or other mate- 
rial; coral, manufactured; dolls and toys of all kinds; firecrackers, 
skyrockets, Roman candles and all similar articles used in pyrotech- 
nies; furniture, cabinet and household; glass, colored, stained or 
painted; India matting of all sorts; jet and manufactures of jet, and 
imitations thereof; jewelry, or imitations thereof; manufactures anG 
articles of marble, marble paving tiles, slabs or blocks, and all other 
marble; matting, China or other floor matting and mats made of 
flags, jute or grass; paper hangings, paper for walls, and paper for 
screens or fireboards; paving and roofing tiles and bricks, and roof- 
ing slates and firebricks; thread lacings and insertings: velvets of 
all kinds. = 

Sec. 3. And it shall not be lawful to import the following articles 
enumerated in Schedule D of said act: Angora, Thibet and other 
goats’ hair, or mohair, unmanufactured; bananas, cocoanuts plan- 
tains and oranges; cabinets of coins, medals, gems and collections of 


lore gs bound or 
ituary; leaf and unmanufactured tobacco and cigars; or the 
g articles enumerated in Schedule E: Diamonds, cameos, 
3, pearls, gems, rubies, and other precious stones and imita- 
hereof, when not set. . i : ; 
5. 4. None of the manufactures of metal, designed as either 
usehold or personal ornaments, shall be admitted; and in order to 
fine importations to articles of necessity and of common use, the 
ecretary of the Treasury shall prescribe the maximum foreign prices 
at which and within which importations of goods manufactured 
wholly or partly of-cotton, flax, wool, or of silk, and designed for 
wearing apparel, and not herein prohibited, may be made, and 
beyond which importations thereof shall not be made: Provided, 
That articles herein allowed to be imported shall not be impressed by 
the Government or its agents after they have reached the Confederate 
States: Provided further, That nothing herein contained shall be 
_ construed to prohibit any importation for the use or account of the 
_ Confederate States, or either of them: Provided further, That this 
act shall not apply to any article or articles which have been or shall 
| shipped without knowledge of the passage of this act, before the 
first day of March next, bat which shall arrive in a Confederate port 
after that day. 
SEC. 5. That whenever any article or articles, the importation of 
which is prohibited by this act, shall, after the first day of March 
next, be imported into the Confederate States contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, or shall, after said first day of March 
next, be put on board any ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, with 
the intention of importing the same into the Confederate States, all 
such articles, as well as all other articles on board the same ship or 

vessel, boat, raft or carriage, belonging to the owner of such pro- 
~ hibited articles, shall be forfeited, and the owner thereof shall, more- 
- over, forfeit and pay double the value of such articles. 

Sc. 6. If any article or articles, the importation of which is pro- 
hibited by this act shall, nevertheless, be on board any ship or vessel, 
boat, raft or carriage, arriving after said first day of March next in 
the Confederate States, and shall be omitted in the manifest, report 

_ or entry of the master, or the person having the charge or command 
of such ship or vessel, boat, raft or carriage, or shall be omitted in 
the entry of the goods owned by the cwner, or consigned to the con- 
signee of such articles, or shall be imported or landed, or attempted 
to be imported or landed, without a permit, the same penalties, fines 

- and forfeitures shall be incurred, and may be recovered as in the case 
of similar omission or omissions, landing, importation, or attempt to 

land or import, in relation to articles liable to duties on their impor- 

_ tation into the Confederate States. 

Sno. 7. Every collector, naval officer, surveyor, or other officer of 
the customs shall have the like power and authority to seize goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported contrary to the intent and meaning 
of this act, to keep the same in custody until it shall have been ascer- 
tained whether the same have been forfeited or not, and to enter any 
ship or vessel, dwelling-house, store, building or other place, for the 
purpose of searching for and seizing any such goods, wares and 
merchandise which he or they now have by law, in relation to goods, 
wares and merchandise, subject to duty; and if any person or persons 


liable to seizure by pe 
ion thereof, oe ag ele ee 
‘the goods, wares and merchandl ealed or pu 
teh %. The following additional oath or affirmation sh 
by masters or persons having charge or command of any ship or v 
arriving at any port of the Confederate States after said oo 
March next, viz: ‘‘ I further swear (or affirm) that there are not 
best of my knowledge and belief, on board (insert the denomination an 
name of the vessel) any goods, wares or merchandise, the importation — 
of which into the Confederate States 2s prohibited by law; and I do 
further swear (or affirm) that if I shall hereafter discover or know of 7 
‘any such goods, wares or merchandise on board of the said vessel, or — 
which shall have been imported in the same, I v l immediately, and 4 
: without delay, make due report thereof to the collector of the port of this 
district.” : 

Src. 9. After said first day of March next, importers, consignees or 
agents, at the time of entering goods into the Confederate States, shall 
take the following additional oath, viz: ‘(J also swear (or affirm) that 
there are not, to the best of my knowledge and belief, amongst the said 
goods, wares or merchandise, imported or consigned as aforesaid, 
any goods, wares or merchandise, the importation of which into the 
Confederate States is prohibited by law; and Ido further swear (or 
affirm) that if I shall hereafter discover any such goods, wares or 
merchandise, among the said goods, wares and merchandise imported 
or consigned as aforesaid, I will immediately and without delay report 
the same to the collector of this district.” 

SEc. 10. All penalties and forfeitures arising under this act, may be ~ 
sued for and recovered, and shall be distributed and accounted for, in 
the manner prescribed by the act entitled ‘‘An act to regulate the 
collection of the duties on imports and tonnage;” and such penalties 
and forfeitures may be examined, mitigated or remitted, in like 
manner and under the like conditions, regulations, and restrictions 
as are prescribed, authorized and directed, by the act entitled ‘“‘An 
act to provide for mitigating or remitting the forfeitures, penalties 
and disabilities accruing in certain cases therein mentioned.” 

SEC. 11. That this act shall expire on the day of the ratification of 
a treaty of peace with the United States. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


A BILL to impose regulations tipon the foreign commerce of the Confederate 
States to provide for the public defense. 


Whereas, the Confederate States are engaged in a war, upon the 
successful issue of which depend the integrity of their social system, 
the form of their civilization, the security of life and property within 
their limits, as well as their existence as sovereign and independent 
States; and whereas, the condition of- the contest demands that they 
should call into requisition whatever resources of men and money 
they have, for the support of their cause and to faithfully administer 
the same: Therefore, as a part of the system of the public defense— 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the exportation of cotton, tobacco, military and naval stores sugar 
molasses and rice from the Confederate States, and from all places 


rol 


ulat ms as shall be made by ; site sas ont 


. That if any person or persons shall put, place or load, on 
any ship, steam-boat, or vessel, or any other water craft, or 
y wagon, cart, carriage, or other vehicle, for conveyance or 
sportation beyond the Confederate States, or into any portion of 
said States occupied by the enemy, any of the articles mentioned 
1 the first section of this act, or shall collect the same for the purpose 
being conveyed or transported, contrary to the prohibition afore- 
said, within the Confederate States or beyond them, the said articles, 
and the ship, boat, or other water craft, wagon, cart, carriage, or 
_ other vehicle, with the slaves and animals that may be employed or 
_ collected for the purpose of aiding therein, shall be forfeited, and all 
_ persons, their aiders and abettors, on conviction of being interested 
or concerned in the enterprise, shall be deemed to be guilty of a high 
misdemeanor, and punishable by such fine or imprisonment, or both, 
as the court may impose. 
; Src. 3. That it shall not be lawful to put on board any ship, boat, 
_ vessel or other water craft, or upon any. wagon, cart, carriage, or 
_ other vehicle, for transportation or conveyance as aforesaid, any of 
the articles aforesaid, unless a permit be previously obtained from 
some officer of the Confederate States, specially authorized to grant 
the same, particularly describing the articles thus to be laden, and 
the ship, boat, vessel, water craft, wagon, carriage, cart, or other 
vehicle, on which the same is to be transported, and until bond shall 
be given that the same shall be conveyed and transported to the 
place of destination, under such conditions and regulations, and for 
such objects as shall be prescribed by the President under the first 
section of this act. — ZG : 
Sec. 4. That the collectors of all the districts of the Confederate 
_ States, and such other officers as may be designated by the President 
of the Confederate States, shall have power and authority to take 
into their custody any of the articles before mentioned found on any 
ship, boat, or other water craft, when theré is reason to believe that 
they are intended for exportation, or when in vessels, carts, or 
wagons, or any other carriage or vehicle whatsoever, or, in any 
manner, apparently on their way towards the territories of a foreign 
nation, or towards the territory of the Confederate States in the occu- 
pancy of the United States, or the vicinity thereof, or towards a place 
whence such articles are intended to be exported, and not to permit 
the same to be removed until bond shall be given, with satisfactory 
sureties, that no violation of this act, and the regulations under the 
same, is intended. 

Sec. 5. That the powers granted by this act to the revenue or other 
officers of the Confederate States under this act to allow or refuse 
exportation of the articles before mentioned, or for the seizure or 
detention of any of the said articles, shall be exercised in conformity 
with such instructions as the President may give through the Depart- 
ments of War and of the Treasury, which instructions may impose 
conditions to the destination and sale of the same, and the investment 
of the proceeds of the same, or a portion thereof, in military or other 
supplies for the public service, which instructions such officers shall 
be bound to obey; and if any action or suit shall be brought against 
any such officer or officers, or their agents, he or they may plead the 
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eneral issue, and upon proof of a compliance with the provisions of 
this act, or of the wonulaiione and instructions of the President, he or 
they shall be absolved from all responsibility therefor; and any per- 
son aggrieved by any of the acts of any of the officers or agents afore- 
said, may file his petition before the district court of the district in 
which such officer or agent resides, and after due notice to him, and 
to the district attorney, the said court may proceed summarily to hear 
and determine thereupon as law and justice may require, and the 
judgment of the said court, and the reasons therefor, shall be filed 
among the records of the court. And in case any release shall be 
granted, the judge may impose such conditions as to giving bond and 
security as may, in his opinion, be necessary to secure this act from 
violation, and in case of refusal, may impose double or treble costs 
upon the petitioner, if the circumstances warrant it: Provided, That 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the Confederate 
States, or any of them, from exporting any of the articles herein 
enumerated, on their own account. 

Src. 6. That exclusive jurisdiction is conferred upon the district 
courts of the Confederate States, of all suits or actions that may arise 
under this act in behalf of the Confederate States, its officers and 
agents, for the recovery of all fines, penalties and forfeitures, imposed 
in the same, by indictment, information or action, according to the 
practice of the court, and the distribution of the penalties and fines 
shall be made, under and according to the laws now in force for viola- 
tion of the revenue acts; and all laws for the mitigation and remit- 
tance of penalties and forfeitures shall be applied in similar cases. 

Sec. 7. That it shall be lawful for the President, or such officers as 
he may designate, to employ any portion of the military or naval 
forces of the Confederacy, or of the militia, to prevent the illegal 
departure of any ship, vessel or other water craft, or for detaining, 
taking possession of, and keeping in custody the same, or any wagon, 
cart, or other vehicle hereinbefore mentioned, their teams and drivers, 
and their products aforesaid, and to suppress and disperse any assem- 
bly of persons who may resist the execution of this act, or oppose the 
fulfillment, by the officers, of the duties imposed by the same. 

SEC. 8. That this act shall expire on the day of the ratification of a 
treaty of peace with the United States. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


AN ACT to prohibit dealing in the paper currency of the enemy. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
no broker, banker, or dealer in exchange, or person concerned in 
trade as a merchant, or vender of merchandise of any description, or 
any other person, except within the lines of the enemy, shall buy, sell 
take, circulate, or in any manner trade in any paper currency of the 
United States: Provided, That the purchase of postage stamps shall 
not be considered a violation of this act. 

SEC. 2. That any person violating the provisions of this act shall be 
subject to indictment and prosecution in the Confederate court holden 
for the district in which the offense was committed, and shall, upon 
conviction, forfeit the amount so bought, sold, circulated or used or 
asum equal thereto; and shall be, morever, subject to a fine of not 
more than twenty thousand dollars nor less than five hundred, and 
be imprisoned not less than three months, nor more than three years, 


hat this act shall not be construed to apply to any person 
behalf of the Government of the Confederate States, by 


proved February 6, 1864. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ORDNANCE BUREAU, 

<n Richmond, February 6, 1864. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

- Secretary of War: 


1 authority from the President, or any of the heads of doepart-— 


I have the honor to say, in reply to the communication of His 
_ Excellency the Governor of Florida,* relating to arms, which was 


_ referred to this Bureau for attention, that on the 5th of September, 
_ 1863, an order was made on the Augusta Arsenal for 2,000 Austrian 
_ rifles and 100,000 rounds of ammunition, to be forwarded to the 


Columbus Arsenal for issue to General H. Cobb. At the same time 
by my direction a letter was written to Major Humphreys, command- 
ing the Columbus Arsenal, requesting him to issue the arms sent to 
his arsenal on requisition approved by General Cobb, as ‘‘the Presi- 
dent thinks it better that these arms should be issued through Gen- 


eral Cobb, rather than Governor Milton.” In regard to the wipers, 


they could have been supplied at any time upon requisition. On the 
1st of February a requisition from Maj. G. W. Scott, commanding 


the Fifth Florida Battalion Cavalry, approved by Governor Milton 


and the commanding general of the department, was referred to Major 
Humphreys, commanding C. 8. arsenal, Columbus, with instructions 
~ to supply the cavalry equipments. Orders were also made on the 
Richmond and Macon Arsenals to furnish all the musketoons on hand, 


which will number 300 or upward. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. GORGAS, 
Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 


MEMORANDUM.—Papers are forwarded to the Quartermaster-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 10, 1864. 
Let this,with Governor Milton’s letter, be referred to Major Barton. 


— 


Secretary. 
GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, _ 
No. 16. { Richmond, February 6, 1864. 


I. The Bureau of Conscription affords adequate means for bringing 


into service persons liable to military duty; and all authorities given 
prior to December 1, 1863, to raise troops from men not within the 
lines of the enemy, or to recruit for any particular command in the 
field, are hereby revoked. 


* See p. 45. 
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F ruits enlisted by authority for new compaiies which have 
ee ane time noventy are non-commissioned officers and privates 
actually mustered upon the rolls will be turned over to the Bureau 
of Conscription and allowed to select any infantry company they 
may prefer, under the provisions of paragraph II, General Orders, 
No. 7, 1864. oat : 

III. Persons acting under authorities to enlist men for new com- 
panies, either without or within the lines of the enemy, granted since 
1st of December, 1863, will at once report to the commanding general 
of the department in which they may be copies of such authority, with 
a statement of the number of men enrolled by them; and without 
further authorization from such commanders, their power will expire 
at the end of thirty days from the date of this order. ; 

IV. The preceding orders are not intended to have any effect in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department. ee = 

V. Commandants of posts and officers of the Conscription Bureau 
will enforce this order. 

By order: Se 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 8, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: The present decision of the Department on the provisions of — 
the act of Congress approved April 16, 1862, section 10, seems to be 
that an officer or private can only be promoted for valor and skill to 
a vacancy in his own company. ‘This limits the promotions for valor 
and skill to such an extent that it renders the law almost a dead 
letter. I would earnestly recommend that if this is the true inter- 
pretation of the law that it be modified so as to permit promotions on 
this account to any company or regiment from the same State, or at 
least to any company in the regiment to which the private or officer 
belongs. It is very important to increase the number of these pro- 
motions and to render them more certain. In the coming campaign 
we should use every incentive to acts of daring and skillful and brave 
conduct on the part of officers and men. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
z February 8, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: The letters of Messrs. Isaac Shelby and Charles F. Johnson 
dated 22d of January, in which they propose to exchange meat for 
cotton, referred by you to Colonel Northrop for “consideration and 
report” and by him to me, has been considered. For reasons which 
will appear in the sequel I submit the report directly to you, a fact 
known to and approved by Colonel Northrop. I have made 80 many 


D : : a va . 
ch eases that it is unnecessary to repeat them here further 
y this, that I would never hesitate to make such contracts 
2onever they can be arranged so as not to conflict with others of the 
me sort, or with a different policy. ; 
it I should be derelict in my duty as a citizen if I failed to urge 
our attention to another class of considerations growing out of such 
proposals. They are more particularly the result of reflections grow- 
ing out of a contract which I recently made under your orders with 
Mr. Beverly Tucker. The present time seems propitious for the com- 
mencement of negotiations with one or more of the factions or parties 
in the United States with a view to give us an influence upon their 
affairs. The granting or apparent granting of a contract for various 
army supplies, wide enough in its scope to embrace many interests and 
large enough to tempt cupidity or venality, appears to be the best 
_ cover to approaches for that purpose, and a liberal compensation in 
— cotton offers to them the most tempting as to us the cheapest and most 
_ available medium of payment. It is true that a good many contracts 
looking to the mere procurement of supplies in limited quantities 
_ through the blockade have been made with various parties and that 
none of them have obtained provisions; but, in my judgment, this 
has been because all these contracts have been limited in amount and 
distributed among many individuals. Had they been wider, larger, 
and more concentrated, I think the result would have been very dif- 
ferent. If they can be now made and connected with diplomatic 
movements judiciously conducted I am sanguine that they will not 
fail of a happy and probably an altogether successful issue. 

Watching the expression of opinion on both sides in this war, I have 
been surprised at the absence of all speculation as to its ulterior effects 
upon, the parties. We look merely to our own unhappy condition in 
the event of subjugation; they contemplate only emancipation, con- 

_ fiseation, and extermination. To my mind certain fixed consequences 
- of great moment are suggested beyond these. 

The first is the depopulation of the Northern and Eastern States. 
Slavery once destroyed, actually or in near prospect, that result is 
inevitable. Their soldiers alone, with their families and dependents, 
amounting to 2,000,000 or 3,000,000, would take instant possession of 
their share of the spoils and the rest would follow at no great distance; 
for if the Northwest, with its rich soil but inhospitable climate, remote- 
ness from market, and all the disadvantages of newness, can draw 
annual swarms of immigrants, who can resist the climate, soil, and 
productiveness of the South? And when the labor is transferred what 
shall prevent this most mechanical people from placing with all con- 
venient speed their mills and workshops in juxtaposition to products 
which are now transported to them over wide spaces? 

But all this must produce violent present dislocation and probable 
future dismemberment. Instant stability cannot follow such changes 
nor be established, if ever, until long years after this generation shall 
have passed away. Northern capital will have been stranded by the 
ebb of the labor on which it floats, and a sweeping confiscation at the 
South will have operated not only a sure destruction of present 
industry, but a bar to the success of its substitute. The spirit of the 
South will have been banished or extirpated, and even the dregs that 
remain will ferment in ceaseless irritation. 

On either flank, in Canada and in Mexico, hordes of desperate. ref- 
ugees will hover and perpetually stimulate England and France to 
war in coalition against a power overgrown, flushed with conquest, 


war 
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rrogant from success. Nor will the task of persuasion be 
a aes as against a western rival whose democratic. principles and 
Russian sympathies do really appear to threaten civilization with 
both alternatives of Napoleon’s prediction, and to beasts a 
‘Cossack and republican” in less than his ° sixty years.” That 
influences of this kind, fostered by apprehension on the fee ee 
provoked by intemperance on the other, may be successful y app ie 
is plain to all who know the part, either open or secret, a was 
played by French refugees in the politics of Europe during the wars 
of the French Revolution, or who recollect that all those wars were 
based and prosecuted on conservative grounds. They will be assisted 
also by internal dissensions. The difficulties and conflicts that must 
come from exterminating the negro, which upon this continent is the 
only mode of exterminating slavery, will combine.with the discontent 
of the Southern pariah and the extravagances of labor uncontrolled 
by capital to protract and intensify the double exhaustion incident to 
emigration and change of system. 

And finally, the restrictions on trade, which are a necessary feature 
of Yankee polity, and by which they will endeavor, as heretofore, to 
cripple or tributize the industry of all but themselves, must make 
them enemies of all who are or would become their rivals in trade. 

It is not too much to declare that England and France, not less in 
self-defense than in a spirit of aggrandizement, will be compelled to 
dismember the United States if we shall fail to do so. The tempta- 
tion to do it, at least to the extent of her Pacific territory, is fairly 
irresistible. That, at least, they can part between themselves, or 
establish as a protectorate and thus destroy the most formidable com- 
petitor for that Asiatic trade which has been for centuries the goal of 
nations. 

If these views are sound I should think it not difficult to impress 
them upon the North with the force of conviction. After that it 
might be easy to go further and persuade them to think, what is 
indeed very true, that if we succeed the only means to prevent injury 
to themselves will be the continuance and even the enlargement of 
slavery. That alone is the barrier to the drain of wealth and labor, 
which upon the dismemberment of the Union will else precipitate 
itself upon our organized society. 

The present seems to be the proper time for the commencement 
of negotiations for other reasons. I have never doubted the sym- 
pathy of Napoleon with our struggle. I have had a private reason 
for it, and have concluded that he only wanted a proper opportunity 
to manifest it. Now his interests and ours approach more nearly 
every day. They must become identical if Mexico is ruled by Max- 
imilian: The decision of that question approaches. If we are recog- 
nized and the United States shall resent it, she has a war on hand 
with two powers when she has proven herself at least not more than 
equal to one. If she shall not resent it, then, a fortiori, she will not 
resent our recognition by stronger powers, and our revolution will 
have been accomplished. The intervening period, one of doubt to 
them at least, if not to us, is critical, and we should improve it. If 
we can attain our object before or without intervention or recog- 
nition, our prestige will be by so much the greater, not less if we can 
use the apprehension of it to the same end. 

The political condition of the United States is now fav 
diplomacy. There are now there four 
the Abolition, the Military, 


orable for 
parties, actually or in embryo— 
the Democratic, and the Conservative. 
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all in violence of action and audacity of speculation 
jionists. The Democrats and Conservatives must view _ 
m with dislike and distrust. With scarcely more favor will they 
contemplate the probable ascendancy of military interlopers, who, — 
vith as much selfishness as professed politicians and less knowledge of | 
or respect for political principles, are likely to consult only what their — 
instincts as adventurers shall indicate as their personal interests. 
Personal ambition, not less than an apprehension of such conse- 
_ quences as I have rapidly sketched, will stimulate the Conservatives 
_ and the Democrats to resist men whose success will not only bring 
personal defeat to themselves, but the disasters of innovation upon 
the country. But to take and hold their ground against these 
agitators and adventurers they must have money. Men they will 
then get in abundance. I make here no account of Yankee venality. 
But when I see all men at the North refusing to volunteer (except a 
part of those who are already in arms), and using every device to 
avoid a draft which may yet include them, I know that a large 
majority must be peace men at heart, and only want a proper organi- 
zation to range themselves openly in a peace party of such extent and 
power as will demoralize the Army and paralyze Mr. Lincoln. 

But money is usually necessary to political organizations. It is 
always necessary at the North. Now especially they must have it in 
sums sufficient to counteract what jobbers and army contractors can 
spare from their large gains to subsidize editors and leaders of the 
war and Abolition parties. 

Possibly the speculations I have advanced will not find a lodgment 
in the minds of the North, who, whether as statesmen or citizens, 
may not look quite so far ahead. If so, we lack not the means of 
appealing to their love of money, power, and material advancement. 
The accumulation of cotton and cotton fabries, which has hitherto 
enabled the world to stand aloof from this war, is now nearly 
exhausted. As was to have been expected, the dearth of cotton has 
not been compensated by increased Eastern production; for what it 
has cost us nearly a century of steady industry to reach could not 
be arrived at by mere price in three years, especially in a country 
like India. Cotton now sells for about six times its average peace 
price in gold. The articles for which we would barter it do not in 
any item exceed twice their peace prices; and if they reach so much 
it is only because of the inflation of Federal currency. ‘To the North- 
ern operator who can pay. for cotton in exports it must be very 
valuable. Gold is really getting scarce with them because it is 
getting scarce in England; scarce there because gold now goes to 
India to buy cotton, but does not return; it is buried there. Hence 
the rise of interest in the Bank of England. But formerly she used 
to purchase cotton with exports mainly sent to us. The advantage 
of such mode of payment is now six times as great as it used to be. 
This is the true measure of the amount of subsidy that can be offered 
in money value. It cannot be had as cheaply by arms; still other 
inducements can be held out, among them a liberal commercial 
treaty. 

To the West upon condition of severance from the United States still 
greater attractions may be offered. All the above, free trade with the 
Lower Mississippi and its tributaries, and to the whole, or a part of 
them, the prospect, not remote, of an incorporation into the Southern 
Confederacy upon the basis of slavery. The purchase of their 
officers, both civil and military, and of all grades, is not difficult, 
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if what I hear be true. And under sufficient instigation their 
armies can be split and demoralized. A simple resolution in the 
platform of a strong party in favor of pensioning those and only 
those who shall have served a given length "pon a modicum of land 
in the Northwest would shake their army to pieces; or such other 
devices as themselves might conceive would do that work. — 

But I decline to follow a subject so fruitful in diplomatic themes. 
Our own condition would seem to require the effort. I have good 
reason to think that the spirit of Congress as a whole is not heroic, 
and reverses in the spring may cause more defection than is now 
anticipated. North Carolina, better indeed than she is reported, 
is yet in an unsatisfactory condition. There certainly is not meat 
enough in our limits to feed both army and people at half _their 
customary rates, and starvation is the parent of mutiny and discon- 
tent. The corn for General Lee’s army is now mainly obtained from 
beyond the limits of Virginia, and nearly all his subsistence depends 
upon the integrity of the road from Weldon to Petersburg. 

These things and many more that are too well known to you for 
recital, are potent persuasives to ward off by diplomacy blows which 
may not be averted by battle; which may indeed be struck in the 
dark by traitors bought with Federal gold. 

It may have been chivalrous in the commencement of this war to 
decline the use of means which all the time the enemy have successfully 
employed against us; means by which, I believe, they gained Ken- 
tueky and wrenched Missouri from us; means by which I am certain 
they are now trying to detach North Carolina through the intimacy 
that has always existed between Mr. Holden and Governor Johnson, of 
Tennessee, but to continue this dignified course any longer appears to 
me to be romantic. The character which the war has long since 
assumed justifies, in my judgment, a resort to much more questionable 
measures than I have suggested, which are in fact among the com- 
monest expedients of hostilities. 

I do not think it necessary to give herein the details of the plan I 
propose, which are necessarily imperfect and outlinear. I prefer in 
any case to leave them to other and abler hands. But if the above is 
approved to the extent that it shall be made ground of action, and 
you shall desire it, I will submit them hereafter for your consid- 
eration. 

I trust I shall be pardoned for suggesting that if attempted the 
condition of our supplies and the political condition of the North 
demand speedy action. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
= ; FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 17. j Richmond, February 8, 1864. 


I. Paragraph VI, General Orders 
thus: 

Commutation of rations, at $1 per diem, will be allowed paroled 
unexchanged prisoners on furlough. This order to take effect from 
the és of January, 1864. The officer paying the accounts will indorse 

the furloue % te 2 ipa SS eae Poe 1 
on t 1e furlough the date and length of time for which payment has 
been made. 


, No. 8, current series, is amended 


ters o, o a 


and agents of the Quartermaster’s Department are hereby. 
not to interfere with leather or hides purchased or contracted 
es or agents of the Ordnance Department. 
order: sd a 


5S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


— BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
3 Richmond, February 8, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, 
. Commissary- General : 
_ COLONEL: I have to report the receipt of late services from Maj. 
_W. H. Smith, commissary of subsistence, on inspection duty in North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, in which encouraging accounts 
are given of the ability of the latter State to meet our wants fully 
with breadstuffs, and partially with meat, if the system inaugurated 
for supplying General Johnston’s army be vigorously carried out, viz, 
_ drawing supplies from Northern Georgia and Alabama, and relieving 
Major Allen’s district in Southwest Georgia, and if the required 
reforms in the management of railroad transportation are at once 
adopted. Major Smith cites numerous and flagrant abuses to which 
this important arm of the public defense has been and is constantly 
subjected, showing that the Government is deprived of many facili- 
ties by the eupidity of railroad companies and the corruption of agents 
and employés, who regard their personal interests as paramount to 
all other considerations. The official report of the Charlotte and 
South Carolina road exhibits the following statement of receipts: 
From the Confederate States, $336,603; private freight, $270,544; 
- Southern Express Company, $186,281; the latter paying one-half 
as much as the Government, illustrating beyond dispute that the 
amount of transportation controlled by this company is greatly 
beyond what they are legitimately entitled to, and the additional 
fact is given that some twenty or thirty cars are owned by it at 
Augusta, which necessarily occasion interruption to more impor- 
tant trains. We are now dependent on the south for bread, yet 
under the most favorable circumstances, with existing arrange- 
ments, it is impossible to provide for the daily wants of General Lee’s 
army and the troops in this State, to say nothing of the imperative 
necessity for creating a reserve in anticipation of the many emer- 
_ gencies likely to arise not only from movements of the enemy, but 
from accidents on a line of communication between 600 and 700 miles 
in length. To-day we have not on hand rations for two days, and 
with no prospect of accumulations in this State from purchases, &c., 
it is impossible to foresee how forward movements can be made by 
the Army of Northern Virginia in the spring if we continue to be 
pressed for the current demands, and no increase is made from the 
only source to which we can confidently look. With no efforts to 
improve our facilities of transportation, and whilst the present defect- 
ive system continues, we must remain in a condition of uncertainty 
that sooner or later will culminate in disaster. We are apprised that 
thirty-five cars loaded with corn have remained at Gaston, N. C., one 
week, besides large quantities of other supplies at that place and 
Raleigh, owing to the derangement of the trains by military move- 
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nts and by the failure of the Raleigh and Gaston road to run 
ach to Potorsbure as suggested some time since to the chief of 
Railroad Bureau. That number of cars, thirty-five, in the time speci- 
fied, would have moved nearly 14,000 bushels of corn, but because 
the convenience of the road is to a great extent consulted as in oppo- 
sition to the urgent wants of the Government, we cannot anticipate 
that our condition will be in the slightest degree improved until sum- 
mary, vigorous, and determined measures are enforced. : 

Major Sims informs me that the president of the Gaston road will 
commence running through trains from to-day until the block is 
removed. The demand on Major Allen’s district from Major Cum- 
mings still continues heavy, interfering seriously with his ability to 
meet the wants of our army in Virginia. Under date of the 1st 
instant he writes as follows: 

i o Atlanta for General Johnston’s command 16,200 bushels 
aa Thon Tails —— 89.000 pounds bacon, sides, 260 barrels molasses, and 
a quantity of pickled beef. Iam shipping daily to him eight or ten car-loads. 
Let me be relieved from this command, &c., and I will supply Virginia 
abundantly. 

The necessary instructions have been forwarded to Major Walker, 
chief commissary of Alabama, to render all the assistance possible to 
General Johnston’s army, but the demands for transportation of coal 
and iron to Atlanta for the Navy Department seriously embarrasses 
operations; and as it seems impracticable to provide for the wants of 
both departments with such limited facilities, the wants of the most 
urgent and important should receive precedence, if not compel one 
to yield wholly to the other. 

The suggestions of Major Smith relative to the employment of a 
part of the machinery and resources of the Navy Department for 
repairing and building rolling-stock, &c., are worthy of the earnest 
consideration of the proper authorities, for many locomotives, cars, 
&c., are now valueless because of the limited appliances at the com- 
mand of railroad companies, and if even a portion be so employed, 
he is confident very great additions can be made to roads now greatly 
deficient in material, &c. As our existence asa nation is dependent 
upon the efficiency and preservation of the Army, I may be pardoned 
for expressing the opinion that every other branch of the public 
defense should be subservient to that upon which we can alone rely. 
For several months past I have repeatedly called your attention to 
the difficulties under which we labored in the collection of subsist- 
ence, owing to the defective management and limited resources of 
transportation, confidently anticipating that such action would be 
taken by the proper authorities as would be caleulated to assist us 
in collecting requisite supplies for the troops in this State, but no 
relief has been afforded except through the special agents of this 
department, and then only of a temporary character, for as soon as 
they disappeared from the important shipping points the same diffi- 
culties would arise, and subsistence stores for days and weeks would 
be permitted to remain at stations and depots until railroad agents 
and others were favorable to their removal. Unless the most strin- 
gent regulations are adopted for the management of transportation, 
and the interests of the Government receive full and constant protec- 
tion from the abuses practiced by those in charge, it would be idle to 
expect any improvement in our condition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


S. B. FRENCH, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 
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fe: BJs : RICHMOND, February 8, 1864. 
spectfully referred to the Secretary of War. : 

rom the beginning of the war I have steadily aimed at keeping up 
lroads to their utmost capacity; have made frequent attempts to 
e this most vital subject placed on a footing of improvement. In 
the summer of 1862 I proposed a man whose plan and capacity promised 
success. From the winter of 1862 I urged that vital necessity required 
that all other demands for transportation should be stopped until sup- 
plies were accumulated. From last summer to this period similar 
efforts have been made. Since Major French has been on duty in 
this Bureau his attention has been necessarily directed to this matter, 
which he has now ably presented. I earnestly commend his letter to 
— your attention. 


-L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary- General. 


& [Second indorsement. | 
é uw. FEBRUARY 9, 1864. 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL (Major Sims): 
Let me see you after examination and consideration of this paper. 
Jha Ds 


[Third indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 10, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Sims. 
By order of Quartermaster-General: : 
ae W. F. ALEXANDER, 
4 Major and Assistant to the Quartermaster- General. 


[Fourth indorsement.] 


RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, February 23, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Quartermaster-General, and his attention 
called to inclosed report. 
F. W. SIMS, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


[Fifth indorsement. } 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, February 24, 1864. 

These papers are respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of War. 

I cannot too earnestly call attention to the views and suggestions 
presented by Lieutenant-Colonel Sims.* Any agreement drawn from 
the condition of railroad transportation twelve months since must be 
fallacious, as the demands of the Government upon the railways have 
more than doubled in that time. Then corn was not transported from 
Georgia to forage the horses of General Lee’s army. Then the Com- 
missary Department did not call for corn to feed the troops of the 
same army, but wheat was relied on solely for that purpose. ‘Then 
the same department did not attempt to transport meat from points 
far south to Virginia. Now the roads are expected to respond 


: * Follows as an inclosure. 
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promptly to all these new demands without any additional assistance. 

Let any practical suggestion for improvement be suggested, and it 
i tly adopted. 

page ete aes = AR, CLAW TON. 


Quartermaster- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


1. S. QUARTERMASTER’S DEPT., RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, February 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General : 

GENERAL: Accompanying this report I respectfully return a com- 
munication from the Bureau of Subsistence relative to defective 
transportation of supplies, in which Maj. W. If Smith, commissary 
of subsistence, is quoted as saying that if the ‘“‘required reforms in 
the management of railroad transportation are at once adopted” the 
supplies of subsistence, which are abundant in Georgia, will be carried 
to General Johnston’s army. What the ‘‘required reforms” are 
Major Smith does not mention, and it will be therefore impossible 
for me to avail myself of their advantage. It shall be my earnest 
efforts to apply any practicable remedy that is suggested, and I shall 
seize with alacrity any plan promising relief, but until some feasible 
proposal is made I will be left to my own resources to manage this 
vexatious question. The charge of cupidity and corruption against 
railroad companies and of agents and employés who regard their per- 
sonal interests as paramount to all other considerations is too vague to 
admit of investigation. Officers of the Commissary and Quartermas- | 
ter’s Departments are habitually and publicly charged as the railroad 
companies are in this communication, and a sense of the injustice we 
endure should create a charitable spirit. The Charlotte and South 
Carolina Railroad, however, is particularized as illustrating beyond 
question that the transportation of this company is beyond what it is 
legitimately entitled to, and the earnings of this company for last 
year are cited to prove that this road has done a large business for 
private parties. To answer this charge I would ask if this road has 
not performed promptly all the Government business offered it? If 
it has, then what possible objection can there be to its working for 
other parties? 

It certainly is not the policy of the Government to confine railroads 
to Government work exclusively. It is to be hoped this is not one of 
the “required reforms.” Last year, when the Government did not 
need within 50 per cent. of the supplies from Georgia that it is want- 
ing now, a small surplus was accumulated in Richmond. The past 
twelve months has improved transportation but little, and it will be a 
cause of congratulation if the Army of Virginia has its daily wants 
sonstantly met. It is useless to hope for more, for such expectations 
will not be realized. Every effort is being made and will continue to 
do more than this; but I cannot blind myself to the truth, nor will I 
lead others to do so. The communication says, ‘‘ With no efforts to 
nts ve mast renal nw antennae eee eee 
later will culminate a disaste >" They i ieee he wane 
ae are Ae ee é ae = he wr iter is mistaken In supposing 
public Seieie . Ginc Eee . oo ee e this Important branch of 
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sary supplies, it would present no difficulty; but it really is less than ~ 
one-third of the work. It is not at all unusual for persons to suppose 
that they can manage railroads with much more ability than those 
who have them in charge. It is still more unusual to find such pro- 
fessions supported by facts. The subject of transportation has had 
all of my attention, and there is but one way in which it can be 
improved, and that is by liberal details of machinists from the Army. 
Details for sixty days do but little good. They must go permanently 
into the workshops and have material to work with. I have asked for 
them and they are not granted. Every road has its shop and tools, 
but it has few workmen. You may work, and plan, and devise, and 
suggest, and at last you will come to this conclusion. The recent 
guaranty given by the Secretary of War to those [who] will go into 
the iron business will come to nothing, because the details asked for 


- were not promised, and. it is the same reason that has depreciated the 


rolling-stock of the country. Iasked once fora detail of one mechanic 
for every ten miles of railroad in the Confederacy, but so preposter- 
ous, I suppose, was considered the demand that no answer was 
returned to me. I repeat it, transportation must continue to depre- 
ciate until the mechanics are detailed. It is a short-sighted, ruinous 


_ policy that looks to any other source for relief, and I entreat you, 


general, not to pass my suggestion by without consideration, and if 


- you would have them substantiated by older and wiser heads I beg you 


to consult them. All I ask is, let them be practical railroad men. I 
am willing to do all that I can do, but to improve transportation 
without men and material is the requisition of the Egyptian task- 
master. Give me the men and you shall see advantages from them. 
Refuse and I can promise nothing. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. W. SIMS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Shreveport, La., February 8, iso4. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: As requested by the General Assembly, I have the honor here- 
with to transmit to you a copy of the annexed resolutions, adopted by 
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the Legislature of this State, and respectfully invite your attention 


to the same. 


Respectfully, &e., HENRY W. ALLEN, 


Governor of the State of Lowisiana. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS in relation to the further prosecution of the war. 


Whereas, the United States continues to wage war against the Con- 
federate States with ruthless barbarity and an utter disregard of the 
rules of civilized warfare; and whereas, the despot who wields with 
absolute power the destinies of that Government has manifested in all 
his messages and proclamations a malignant hatred of the people of 
the South, and a disposition to heap insult upon injury and outrage; 
and whereas, this course of conduct has strengthened us in our deter- 
mination to maintain our separation from the Government and people 
of the North: Therefore— 

First. Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened, That the bar- 
barous manner in which our enemies have waged war against us 
deserves the execrations of all men, and has confirmed and strength- 
ened us in the determination to oppose to the last extremity a reunion 
with them, and that the spirit of our people is unabated in the reso- 
lution to resist every attempt at their subjugation. 

Second. Be it further resolved, &c., That relying upon the ability 
of our Chief Magistrate, the skill of our military leaders, the bravery 
of our soldiers, the heroic devotion of our women, the ardent patriot- 
ism of our men, and, above all, upon the justness of our cause, invok- 
ing the blessing of Almighty God upon our efforts, we confidently © 
abide the result. 

Third. Be a further resolved, &c., That in this hour of trial the 
State of Louisiana tenders to her Government and sister States her 
warmest sympathy and cordial co-operation; and she hereby declares 
her unfaltering determination to spare no expense of blood or treasure 
in defense of the Confederate States of America as a free and inde- 
pendent republic. 

Fourth. Be iw further resolved, &c., That His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit copies of these reso-- 
lutions to our Senators and Representatives in Congress, and to the 
Governors of our sister States. 

J. B. ELAM, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. H. ISAACSON, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN MOORE, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
WM. F. WAGNER, 
Secretary of the Senate. 
Approved February 8, 1864. 
HENRY W. ALLEN, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


GENERAL eet ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 18. Richmond, February 9, 1864. 
I. Applications from officers of the Niter and Mining Corps for field 
Service cannot now be considered. Workmen employed by them may 


nd armed for local defense, b 
be subordinated to work as the leading aim and consideration, 
cond Jn importance to no other military service. 
If. A limit (not yet reached) to the number of able-bodied workmen 
to be assigned to this service—submitted by the chief of the Niter and 
Mining Bureau—has been carefully considered and approved, and 
communicated tothe Bureau of Conscription as a guide for its action. 
Il. Military commanders will extend to the Niter and Mining Sery- 
ice, especially in districts exposed to the enemy, protection, aid, and 
encouragement. 
IV. General Orders, No. 32, series 1863, forbids interference with 
the workmen or employés at mines, furnaces, or niter works, whether 
worked by the Government or contractors. These orders are now 
repeated, and especial attention is called to them. 


f By order: EIGO ACRE 
é . 
? Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., February 9, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I have the honor to forward herewith the report of Lieut. Col. 
E. D. Blake on special registration. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 


[Inclosure. ] 


s: ATLANTA, GA., January 25, 1864. 
Capt. THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
A. A. G., Bureau of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: 

CAPTAIN: In the following estimate of the number of troops fur- 
nished by the different States I am aware that the plan I have adopted 
in some eases is open to objection, but when it is carefully considered 
I think it will be found that the errors to which it may be subject, in 

- favor of a little greater or lesser result, will about cancel other consid- 
erations, and my conclusions practically correct. 

The principal object being to obtain the resources of the State in 
the event of a modification of the present law, I have adopted the 
most direct method in each case to the attainment of this object, and 
when the means at my disposal admitted of it, have verified my cal- 
culations by others, based upon other statistics. 

In my calculations for Alabama and Mississippi the limited data 
in my possession did not admit of it, and the results depend alone 
upon the estimates I have made under such circumstances. 

The operations of the conscript department in those States do not 

- enter into my calculations, because I could extract no reliable matter 
from the confused condition of the papers in Major Denis’ office. In 
that office, under the superintendence of General Pillow, much of the 
details of the department were carried on without any record having 
been kept. Exemptions and details were granted or refused on the 
back of the applicant’s letter and no memorandum made of it. The 
reports from the subordinate officers purporting to show the number 
of men put into the service (without uniformity), I was informed by 


ut their military orders 
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; commenced there by him. 


Very respectfully, =. D. BL : ae? 
S53 oper. Colonel, C. S. Army, on Special Servi 


VIRGINIA. 


When it is considered that our Army has been recruited from the 
white males above fifteen years of age for the last three years, I ean © 


-ineur the danger of no material error in supposing that all the troops 


furnished by the State now belong to that class of the white male — 


population comprised between thé ages of eighteen and sixty years. — 


Before the operation of the conseript law Virginia had in the E 


service— os : See 

63 regiments of infantry of about 800 men each __-_--._--.----------__-- 50, 400. 

40 battalions of infantry of about 400 men each -.--...---..--.--.--.-.-- 16,000 

20 regiments of cavalry of about 800 men each .__---.._..--..-----.----. 16,000 © 

40 battalions of cavalry of about 400 men each .__._.-_-_.___, -._-__._-__- 16, 000. 

125 batteries of artillery of about 100 men each__.._.....______..-...-.-- 12, 500 
Making inall__._____.. een 2g oS ee 110, 900 


These regiments, &c., were subsequently filled up by the operation 
of the conscript law as follows: . 


63 repiments of infantry of 1,000 men each... 2-222.225 -2  e 63, 000 
4) battalions of-infantry of 500 men-each__--......-- == 20, 000 
20 regiments of cavalry of 1,000: men each.._.__.2__.-__..........00_. 20, 000 
40 battalions of cavalry of 500 men each____.________________-.._..-.._.- 20, 000 
125 batteries of artillery of 125 men each__.__._...__-__._-....----. 1... 19, 625 

Making in all... 22s ee 142, 625 


This increase (31,725) was due to the operations of the conscript 
law, which put into the field— : 


1. Through the camp of instruction-__._...-___. _-.. == 5, 551 
*. Without passing through the camps._________....._........__. 26, 174 
Total put into the field by CONSCripbion 252 5.5 eens 31, 725 
Detailed and unassigned. ___.- >... 6, 757 
Detailed in the departments -.__-_-_.. i. |) eee 4. 494. 
Total put in service by conscription __..._............_.... 42 976 
Total put into service by the State -.5..-...._..........._..... = 153, 876 
Exempted by Medical Board-....-....-. ..... 12, 000 : 
Exempted by occupation _..........__.____ on te 13, 063 


a eee ees 25,063 25,063 
Deere ae Se 68, 039 
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If the principals be supposed to occupy the places of their substi- 

_ tutes in the field, about nine-tenths of the whole number in the serv- 
_ice will be included between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years. 

H In Georgia I found this to be so nearly the case that it was adopted 

_ in my calculations, and the result verified by estimates based upon 

_ other statistics and by other modes of calculation. 

_ _ In South Carolina I found the number between eighteen and forty- 
five years of age eight hundred and ninety-five one-thousandths of 
the whole number, or nine-tenths, nearly, and in Mississippi I believe 

_ the same proportion will obtain. Therefore, without having the 
means of making this calculation for Virginia, I think it would be 
safe to base my estimate upon this proportion, then: The whole num- - 
ber of troops in the service between the ages of eighteen and sixty 
years being 153,876, the number between eighteen and forty-five years 
of age would be 138,489, and the whole number disposed of from the 
State between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years would be 
138,489 + 25,063 (the exempted) = 163,552. 

The census tables show that the whole State should furnish 
221,000 between eighteen and forty-five years of age; but from this 
number we should deduct one-fifth for the portion of the population 
not accessible to the operations of the conscript law by reason of the 
occupation of the country by the enemy and the disloyal character of 
part of its population. Under these circumstances the State should 
have furnished 176,800 men between eighteen and forty-five years of 
age instead of 163,552, the number actually got into the service. 
There remain, therefore, 13,248 men between eighteen and forty-five 
years of age to be accounted for. Of this number probably three- 
fourths are now in the portion of Virginia where the conscript law 
has been partially enforced, and where it is at present impossible to 
operate. 

By making this allowance there remain of the available men 
between eighteen and forty-five years of age: 


Memamune pehweom torand Ages 9-9 ss Bol ee ne ease eee ee 8,312 
Those having substitutes (not included in the exemptions) .__-_---..----- 15, 000 
Way a Se ee eS Se eee ee ns ee 18, 312 


If the conscript law be extended to embrace men to fifty-five years 
of age, we shall have in the first place, according to census— 


White males between 45 and 55 (36.465 less one-fifth) -.......-.-.-.-...-- 29, 172 
White males between 55 and 60 (12,155 less one-fifth) -.......---.---.-..-- 9, 692 
From these classes must be deducted the substitutes as follows: 
From those between 45 and 55 (29,172) deduct 12,000 _._.......---..------ 17,172 
From those between 55 and 60 (9,692) deduct 3,000 _...-...--..-.--------- 6, 692 


Then, by the extension of the term to embrace persons to fifty-five, 
the State would furnish, between eighteen and forty-five— 


VERMIN Selb OeS Ue UO pe ae ce eee ee ee Ee 3, 312 
Persons having substitutes --... ---- eet eh t= ins ae ae Sc eet ae OS 15, 000 
Tipsy Saeed Wey EN ee tre nS ep Nate 8 occ 2 care 8S ag 8.2 = _. 18,312 
Males between 45 and 55, after deducting substitutes __..._.-.--.-.------ 17,172 
Males attaining the age of 18 during the year 1864___.-...-.-------.------ 5, 662 
TG ta lee ea eat ee eee ee ee ae ea ee Meg ee 41, 146 


The number arriving at the age of eighteen are estimated for only 
one-half of the population of the State. If the period be extended 
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to embrace males to sixty years of age, the State should furnish 
41,146+6,692=47,838. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
The whole number of volunteers transferred to the general service 


from the State of North Carolina, according to the rolls on file in the 
Adjutant-General’s Office, is: 


2. 61,736. 
Volunteers (the Conscript Department has furnished) --------------- ; 
Put into ie field (to January 1, 1864) .-_....----------------------------- 13, 221 
Mo takeltit Westie Gs see ce oe Sn oe ee By ee ae cae 2 80, 957 


According to the records in the commandant’s and adjutant-gen- 
eral’s offices the Conscript Department has— 


Exempted by reason of vocation ._--.--.-----------------+ mo See eee 4, 602 
uoripbed by claim of the Governor. .¢_--.2-.-+---- 2. -++4-2--- 4-5-2) 25, 500 
Exempted by examining boards -...--.--.--.-.+---------------------+---- 8, 064 

38, 166 


Making a total of 119,123 white males disposed of in the State. 
The volunteers furnished by the State were first organized in the 
State service and were raised under the threat of a draft in case of 
failure to volunteer, and in response to three separate requisitions by 
the Governor. The first call brought into service the white males 
between eighteen and thirty-five years of age; the second call brought 
in another class between thirty-five and forty years of age, and the 
third call comprised men between forty and forty-five years of age. 
Thus all the men in the service from North Carolina, except those 
having substitutes, are included between eighteen and forty-five years 
of age. If in the first place the principals be supposed to occupy the 
places of the substitutes in the Army, the whole number disposed of 
by the war would come from the class of white men in the State 
between eighteen and forty-five years of age. This number, accord- 
ing to the last census, is 132,000. Deduecting from this number 
(132,000) the number disposed of by the war (119,123), and there 
remains 12,877 white men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
years to be accounted for. Of this last number (12,877) about one- 
fourth have fled beyond the reach of conseript officers, or remain 
occupying that’ portion of the country where the law has been for 
some time inoperative. Making this allowance, there remain 9,658 
men between eighteen and forty-five years to be accounted for. 

The adjutant-general of the State, in a communication to the com- 
mandant of conscripts (dated October 29, 1863), reports that when the 
conscript law was first enforeed a number of companies were received 
into the service made up entirely of persons subjeet to conscription 
and of whom no record has been left. The number of these, together 
with those who to avoid conscription have joined the old regiments of 
North Carolina, I have estimated at 7,500, which will leave 2,158 men 
of this class still subject to the law. 


What the State has furnished for the war may be summed up as 


follows: 

DrChucetS et cane 

Conecripts, through camps —2...................... ee tS ot 
peecamscr its 60 250 re. 1... a Ge 


he m 
e 100,000 men, but his calculations contain an apparent — 
ch he has accounted for 14,000 men twice. His estimate 
fore be really less than mine. ‘pss : 
North Carolina, with a larger white population than Georgia, 
has put less into the service than that State, yet there has been actu- 
; lly a greater number in the former State which have been brought 
from their homes to the call of the country. This disproportion 
between the number put into the field and the exempted is partly 
owing to the occupation of a portion of the State by the enemy and 
_ the fact that the exemption list is much swollen by the requisitions 
_ made by the Governor of the State. a? 
If the conscription be extended to embrace the white males between 
- forty-five and fifty-five years of age the State should furnish— 


5 Between 18 and 45 years of age: : : 
§ Reniainine subject-to the law=s22--- 2ve. <2. 22 2 Se 2, 158 
4 Proven BiULVSt es <ek 2 es Dees Soe Ue a ose: Aes ts ieee epee 2, 040 
3 PAChALIIN a MOrAge Ol aks. VORTSs & as San= = rs sere we ee ee ee 4,560 
€ DOta eee catia ak ee a ee ee 8, 758 
According to the census the State should furnish— 
Between 45 and 55 (21,226, less one-fourth, 5,306) ___-_-.__. _.......-.-__- 15, 920 
Between 55 and 60 (7,022, less one-fourth, 1,755)_.._...-.. _......_.------ 5, 267. 
The one-fourth is deducted above for the loss of territory incident 
to the war. 
From this class the substitutes must be deducted, as follows: 
From those between 45 and 55 (15,920) take 1,632 _________._-__._--_..__. 14, 288 


From those between 55 and 60 (5, 267) take 408_....-_.._..---._---_._---- , 8 
The number to be furnished in the call to fifty-five years of age: 


Between 18 and 45 Veateylelgineine State. <9 == ee eee 8758 
Bet wWoones I ANUOD VORlN. 220 52 a ee Sa ee re esa te 14, 288 
ISOM ene eee Bae eS ae ae oe ERE ae BCI aE 23, 046 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The number of troops from South Carolina furnished by the records 
in the adjutant-general’s office and the office of conscription show that 
there were, to November, 1863— 


ANGI aY SCRAPS ee SS Pe Riera cre pre ges ae ee ae ee a 41,873 
( QORNS ELA CISE we iS Le a ee en ei a ee 4,301 
REO baelTy Se Liv CO eevee Mee ee oe Oe ee ee Ae eee Se 46, 174 


A census was taken in the same month of all white males between 
the ages of sixteen and sixty years, showing the following result: 


Bcivoclel Oca Gel esVORl GOL AO Osa. aeeetey Ae ae ieee eae ee ee 8, 817 
IBSetweols! oan dio, VOnrSIOL ale. 2 5--eame wee cee een an SPs 7,914 
iIBeinwvectet) and on years Ob- ater = = ere wien eet en a ees 6, 140 
Beuweenmo and 60 years: Olas atts ate een sae oe en 2, 462 

ote a eee CEE Oe ae eee 20, 333 


From calculations made from the census of 1860 South Carolina 
should furnish (irrespective of the effects of the war upon the popu- 
lation) 80,460 white males between sixteen and sixty years of age, 
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showing that the State has furnished 60,127 troops, which number is 
thus accounted for: 


WolUntOGES<..2..c<s-5 0<- - = -Aaeepnece tee ot aa ae te a 
Conscripts passed through camps-. --- - ee Poe aga ee Sgr Be: 
Without passing through camps.-----.- ----------- -----+------ sss eo ; 

ET teal cre ees ee ahs ra et a Bee ee ate 60, 127 


A large part of this number (13,953) will be found to have volun- 
teered in North Carolina regiments, having been drawn into that 
State by the inducements of a double bounty, which was at one time 
offered to volunteers. Another portion of these will be found in 
regiments organized by the order of General Beauregard for State 
defense from the white men between forty and forty-five years of age 
prior to the call for conscripts to this age, and in the volunteer regi- 
ments first organized. - 

In the event of the term of conscription being extended to persons 
of fifty-five years of age, the State should furnish— 


Between 18 and 45 years of age: é ; 
Remaining in the State after deducting 5,814 exemptions (already 


granted) -:....-.- Se ge ae pee Se ie ne 2,100 
Having: substitutes. : 2-2-2. SSeS Se eee 791 
Attaining theage of 18 years_ =: 220 = So ee eee 1, 950 

Ota seas ene Se ee ee se ee 4,841 

Between-45-and-5o years of ageé<_- =... oo... Lea oe ee eee 6, 140 

(otalesree a ee es a See ee ee eee 10, 981 

GEORGIA. 


According to calculations made from the census tables Georgia 
should be able to furnish (irrespective of the draft made upon her by 
the war) 139,548 men between the ages of sixteen and sixty years; but, 
according to the census taken in November last, there were 31,616, 
including the exempts from conscription. (See former report. ) 

Of this number there are— 


Between 16-and.18 years of age-.-. 22 =. ..22- 22). eee 9, 680 

Between 18 and 45: 
Subject:to:conseription. =: =.=... 8.5. = ee 2, 295 
Hxempts = sa. hiersc Sees ee eee er ee re 11, 278 
Berween.40.and 60- os. 21s ee es ee 8, 368 
otal 22.0. .52-.- 2.2 ek ee eee 31, 616 


This deficiency in the class between forty-five and sixty is supposed 
to be due to the number of substitutes in the Army. According to 
the census the State should furnish 21,930, showing a deficiency in 
this class of 13,562, accounted for as follows: és 


In State organizations 


) OES ANIZA GIONS ae ee jp-titk so bere 4,300 
Enlisted in volunteer commands (approximately) 2555-2555 ne 2,212 
Men who have substituted_.............._.___. ee Re 

Potal eos 2 es e022 isis a. 2. “13,562 


Between 18 and 45: 
Remaining in the State 


ope Co. AO 20Re Saeee & 9 
Having sl@stagers. 2... 2... 2) see ee 7 00 
Attaining 18 years ofage....__ siowsl a ep, Cae 4° 090 

Between 45 and 55 (about) _____- tw was bho’ 000 
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ALABAMA. 


For reasons stated in the first part of my report I could obtain no 
reliable numbers indicating the result of the operations of the con- 
seript lawin Alabama. In the State department there are rolls of all 
the men in the State between the ages of sixteen and sixty years, 
classified according to age. General Watson, the adjutant-general 
of militia, refused me access to the rolls, saying that ‘he intended 
making a report from the rolls to the Governor of the State, who could 
do as he pleased with it.” A polite letter addressed to General Wat- 
son by me, urging important reasons for wishing to examine the rolls, 
received no reply. The Governor informed me, however, that the 
rolls exhibited the names of about 38,000 men, and that five counties 
had not reported. My estimate for these counties would be about 
2,500 men, making the whole number between these ages (sixteen and 
sixty) 40,500. I was also informed by the Governor of the State that 
the rolls contained 12,000 names of white males between seventeen 
and forty-five years of age; then, allowing an average for the counties 
not reported, there would be about 13,000 between the ages of seven- 
teen and forty-five years, of which (about) 4,000 are between seven- 
teen and eighteen years of age. This would leave (about) 9,000 in the 
State between eighteen and forty-five years of age. Of this 9,000 there 
must be 8,000 (about) exempted, leaving about 1,000 still subject to 
conscription. : 

Then, of the number found to be in the: State (40,500) must be 
deducted the number between sixteen and seventeen years of age 
(4,600) and the number between seventeen and forty-five years of age 
(13,000), making a total between sixteen and forty-five years of age of 
17,600, which would leave 22,900 between forty-five and sixty years 
of age. Of this last number about 6,900 are between fifty-five and 
sixty and 16,000 between forty-five and fifty-five years of age. 

Should the term of conscription be extended to fifty-five years of 
age the State would furnish— 

Between 18 and 45 years of age: 


eerereTlin) Ove ba OTA Oe! ee eee eee a wee ori cer een een eee areas 1, 000 
Attaining the age of 18 (approximate) .......+-.=--+22.-.+-+2-------- 4,000 
Between 45 and 55 years of age __--------.--.---------.-.------------- === 16,000 
TES Re Se een ern 21, 000 


As it was impossible to obtain an estimate of the number of men 
who have put in substitutes, they are not included in the above sep- 
arately, but are probably all included in the 16,000. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Some of the State papers of Mississippi, which might have furnished 
me data for estimating the number of troops in the field, were 
destroyed by fire in Jackson. The only evidence of the number of 
troops which Mississippi has furnished for the war is given in the 
report of the Board of Police to the auditor of the State. An act of 
the Legislature required the Board of each district to furnish the 
auditor with the rolls of every man who had entered the service 
since the beginning of the war. As far as these rolls go, they show an 
aggregate of 64,982 men. Some of the counties had not completed 
the rolls, but I estimated that the result will show about 66,982 men. 

If we consider them all to have come from the class of men between 
sixteen and sixty years of age there will remain, after deducting this 
number from 92,016, what the State should furnish between sixteen 
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and sixty years of age, according to calculation from the census tables— 
36,034 ees the ages of sixteen and sixty left in the State 

Of the number put into the Army about 60,284 are between the 
ages of eighteen and forty-five. The State should furnish from this 
class, according to calculation from the census, 71,000 men. There 
must be, then, 11,716 men between the ages of eighteen and forty- 
five years to be accounted for. General Pillow’s organization exempted 
about 269 men, and the old organization exempted 7,993, leaving about 
3,453 between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years still subject 
to conscription. Wwiekeees 

The census table shows that the State should furnish in time of 
peace, at this time, about 10,224 between forty-five and_ fifty-five 
years of age, from which must be deducted about 4,000 for volunteers 
in the field, leaving about 6,224 available men between these ages. 

In the event of an extension of the age of conseription to fifty-five 
years the State should furnish then— . 


Between 18 and 45 years of age: 


Sup ieGt tO: CONSCYIPtON =. <2. 2 Se ee ek eee ee 3, 453 
Attaining Syears Of age: s 2-22 2- See oe ee ee Lede Spee a he): 3, 080 
Beiweemdo.and 0) years Of ages. >.) 22-2 ee ee ee ee 6,224 
UG tale ee eo os ee ce Da Se ee ere 12,757 


The number of men who have substitutes is not known, but about 
three-fourths of them are embraced in the number between forty-five 
and fifty-five years of age. 

In the foregoing estimates no allowance has been made for the 
exemptions that may hereafter be granted, as this number will of 
course depend upon the modification the law may undergo during the 
present session of Congress. 

E. D. BLAKE, 
Lieut. Col., OC. S. Army, Superintendent Special Registration. 


[Sub-inclosure. ] 


Tabular statement of all men disposed of from the different States, and the present 
military condition of the different States January, 1864. 


(Number of men left in the different States, after ey ba all deductions, subject to disposal, those 
from 45 to 55 years of age being included for the year 1864.) 


Total of all men disposed of from the different States, by volunteers and the 
conscription. 
Total of all men sent to the field put into service. 
Conscripts. = 
State. . 
fc af ; Ba 
g 58 : 22 
© ors = 
r= Sag we Z 33 
° 5 ine ; ot S ia 
A 2 3 =8 $ 38 
| 2 ace re Qa i=} = 
~ 2°28 & ~ 5 a 
=) o:m @ D } a s 
Ay C9 a a > a 
VAnginia2saecencse 5,551 26,174 11, 251 7 7 
North Carolina...) 18,221 9,500.1 55- 6. ee 20; 721 "67, 736 "38,457 
ou arolina .... 13, 953 : : ; 
Oa 18, 254 41, 873 60, 127 
Alabama .....- : ; ; pe 
Mississippi : ~ eos 
Grand total../............| 
yrand tota | a esieiaacsiclerminie’e s\|\= sicicer as/eisec ec eos is scl nteatara aiah al ee eaten ee 566, 456 
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Tabular statement of all men disposed of from the different States, &e.—Cont’d. 


Total of all men disposed of from the different States, by volunteers and the 


conscription. 
FI | goo = 
z 3 a7 Exempted and disposed of. 
Sp 8 
a) 20 
: ch E ra a 
State. bal) 2 5 Exempts. Si o 
bey a3 : 8 Ba 
ese a 5 iS) 
ao aH = op ' ‘ 22 4 
S& | $28 | 33 : Bee Go ar 
a ab =. a o el 2D 
om we sa. 5 a a 445 
Bi S33 | Zaz 38 ee ee 2 
se | gee a3 °3 qe tas. 1.34 
tee 685 PE) b coe 22% | 3 
cl ‘= aa) ee) i= a IS 
Virginia .. sstseeeee 15, 387 138, 489 12, 000 18, 063 25, 063 168, 552 178, 939 
North Carolina SeEeeresa Scere. 88, 457 8, 064 30, 102 38.166 | 126, 623 126, 623 
South Carolina... -. 6,012 Ba Geen eras Orel aoe cee cee 5, 814 59, 929 65, 941 
GeOPgia’...=—--5-2=> 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
(CORA UGE Se = SR CR MS Mee 3 | Beet bees erat Ebirse Meee ntl eg Sees RS 06 (57 89|- ss. asehs)- 669, 034 


{ 
=e i 3 19 
Census statistics. ie i ee Subject to call for 1864. 
2. | 3s 
o# |sy oa eS) ce «(1S * © yo ve 
as | 2 EES 2 ct iy OR irl ak aes Weg | ee oe 
egs|3P l|et | a8 | aa [BS | BS | es | Sale 
gee feat SE $s} 33 |g aed Bea aes = 
= Ss 2 o 4 ¥ ro] 
gaz loos | Sie / 28 | 28 so | eB | 8 | ays | 85 
State es | 22h ont Bs 25 Peeves ee ae ons | aa 
2 : = eee ne ee eS | eS ge +2231 28 
acta | Son | idgio 2 Sp © 2? bo AS 95 | O56 
a oe cS o & Om | Fo 2 bp D Pos I 
peers eee Be | Be g8 | 22 | 2k [et 8| Be 
Os gee C2 Saleen aS 1 ae 69 Ca | 8b | Sea 
Bais Boro Bae ue we ee Be Ep Hes noe 
asp | Fee | 438) 25 | 28 |aa..| 22138 | 42s | aa8 
S [A arp Pr i E=| Nn 
cee tesa | see: SB 5 Bes) Banas (eee aac 
A = A a A A | An afar A 
: ates 
Virginia. -- wateeeee 221, 000 | 44, 200 |176, 800 |163, 552 | 13, 248 | 3,312 | ° 5,662 | 15,000 | 17,172 | 41, 146 
North Carolina Fee LSS SOOO! eae. + a6 132, 000 |126, 623 | 12,877 | 2,158 _ 4,560 | 2,040 | 14,288 | 23, 046 
South Carolina eae OO) 000M <= fe oi: 60, 000 | 59,929 | 2.891 | 2,100 1, 950 791 6, 140 10, 981 
GOOrgle .. <5 -<+- 00: 109: 000i ereaie cies 109;000) |. -522° | 13,562 | 2,212 4.090 | 7,050} 4,000 17, 485 
Alabama ...--..--. FOG COO S| Perewetee ieee car s2i|p ctace > | 16,000 | 1,000 ; 4,000 |........ 16,000 | 21,00) 
Mississippi. -.-..--. PAVOONS | esceraes tame ea tes 2 11, 716 | 3,453 ' 3,080 |........ 6,224 | 12,757 
EVAN bOba Al sas «ita Salewtals «| lspeiee stl lsiere tisiees ee ee eee ae ee ees | 126, 365 


Estimated tabular statement of the percentage of the white population furnished 
the general service. 


< Number in| Population! p,... x 
- State. oe in 1860. Per cent. Remarks. 
Winginia2 co: spon 153, 876 | 1, 105, 136 10.3 | About two-fifths of the population was inac- 
cessible in 1862 and 1863. 
North Carolina .-.. 88, 457 661, 586 | 13.3 | About one-fourth of the population was inac- 
cessible in 1863. 
South Carolina .... 60, 127 301, 271 19.9 
Georgia -.-----=--.- 106, 157 595, 097 17.0 
Alabama -s2-.-- =< 90, 857 529, 164 17.0 
Mississippi---.---- 66, 982 354, 099 10.4 | About three counties inaccessible to the law. 
Total..2<.-.-: 566, 456 | 3, 546, 353 16. 0 
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is, 1 i oO affairs in 
FEBRUARY 9, 1864.—For Vance to Davis, In relation to a 
aa State of North Carolina (suspension of the writ of habeas a 
disaffection of the people) &¢., and Davis’ reply (29th), see Series I, 
Vol. LI, Part II, pp. 818, 824. ] 


E STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
pa a Richmond, Va., February 10, 1864. 
Hon. W. P. MILES, : 
Chairman Military Committee, House of Representatives: 
Str: As the session approaches its close, will you pardon me for 
asking the special attention of yourself and the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs to the recommendation in my report of further legislation 
to authorize the appointment of quartermasters and commissaries to 
divisions, corps, and armies in the field? The necessity of these offi- 
cers has been felt by generals commanding to be so imperative that it 
has led to the detail of officers of a lower grade from their appropri- 
ate commands, and has been the cause of confusion and irregularity 
which the Department from like conviction of the necessity of the 
ease has been unable appropriately to prevent and correct. I trust 
the importance of authorizing such appointments will be recognized 
and appreciated by Congress, and that the regularity and efficiency 
of the service may be attained with the requisite complement of offi- 
cers with appropriate rank selected for the position, and not as now 
be imperfectly selected by temporary or irregular detail. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 19. { Richmond, February 10, 1864. 


The following address of the President is published for the infor- 
mation of the Army: 


SOLDIERS OF THE ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


In the long and bloody war in which your country is engaged you have achieved 
many noble triumphs. You have won glorious victories over vastly more numer- 
ous hosts. You have cheerfully borne privations and toil to which you were 
unused. You have readily submitted to restraints upon your individual will that 
the citizen might better perform his duty to the state asa soldier. To all these 
you have lately added another triumph—the noblest of human conquests—a, vic- 
tory over yourselves. 

As the time drew near when you who first entered the service might well have 
been expected to claim relief from your arduous labors and restoration to the 
endearments of home you have heeded only the call of your suffering country. 
Again you come to tender your service for the public defense—a free offering, 
which only such patriotism as yours could make—a triumph worthy of you and 
of the cause to which you are devoted. 

I would in vain attempt adequately to express the emotions with which I received 
the testimonials of confidence and repved which you have recently addressed to 
me. To some of those first received separate acknowledgments were returned. 
But it is now apparent that a like generous enthusiasm pervades the whole Army, 
and that the only exception to such magnanimous tender will be of those who, hay- 
ing originally entered for the war, cannot display anew their zeal in the public 
service. It is, therefore, deemed appropriate, and, it is hoped, will be equally 
acceptable, to make a general acknowledgment, instead of successive special 
responses. Would that it were possible to render my thanks to you in person, 
and in the name of our common country as well as in my own while pressing the 


hand of each war-worn veteran t+ j is ti i 
1 of 0 recognize his title to our love, gratitud 
admiration. Z pega < - 
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Soldiers! By your will (for you and the people are but one) I have been placed 
_ in a position which debars me from sharing your dangers, your sufferings, and 
_ your privations in the field. With pride and affection my heart has accompa- 
nied you in every march ; with solicitude it has sought to minister to your every 
_ want; with exultation it has marked your every heroic achievement. ‘Yet never, 

in the toilsome march, nor in the weary watch, nor in the desperate assault, have 
you rendered a service so decisive in results as in this last display of the highest 
qualities of devotion and self-sacrifice which can adorn the character of the 
warrior patriot. 

Already the pulse of the whole people beats in unison with yours. Already 
they compare your spontaneous and unanimous offer of your lives for the defense 
of your country with the halting and reluctant service of the mercenaries who 
are purchased by the enemy at the price of higher bounties than have hitherto 
been known in war. Animated by this contrast, they exhibit cheerful confidence 
and more resolute bearing. Even the murmurs of the weak and timid, who shrink 
from the trials which make stronger and firmer your noble natures, are shamed 
into silence by the spectacle which you present. Your brave battle-cry will ring 
loud and clear through the land of the enemy as well as our own; will silence the 
vainglorious boastings of their corrupt partisans and their pensioned press, and 
will do justice to the calumny by which they seek to persuade a deluded people 
that you are ready to purchase dishonorable safety by degrading submission. 

Soldiers! The coming spring campaign will open under auspices well calculated 
to sustain your hopes. Your resolution needed nothing to fortify it. With ranks 
replenished under the influence of your example and by the aid of your represent- 
atives, who give earnest of their purpose to add, by legislation, largely to your 
strength, you may welcome the invader with a confidence justified by the mem- 
ory of past victories. On the other hand, debt, taxation. repetition of heavy 
drafts, dissensions, occasioned by the strife for power, by the pursuit of the spoils 
of office, by the thirst for the plunder of the public Treasury, and, above all, the 
consciousness of a bad cause, must tell with fearful force upon the overstrained 
energies of the enemy. His campaign in 1864 must, from the exhaustion of his 
resources both in men and money, be far less formidable than those of the last 
two years, when unimpaired means were used with boundless prodigality and 
with results which are suggested by the mention of the glorious names of Shiloh 
and Perryville, and Murfreesborough and Chickamauga, and the Chickahom- 
iny and Manassas, and Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. 

Soldiers! Assured success awaits us in our holy struggle for liberty and inde- 
pendence, and for the preservation of all that renders life desirable to honorable 
men. When that success shall be reached, to you—your country’s hope and 
pride—under Divine Providence, will it be due. The fruits of that success will 
not be reaped by you alone, but your children and your children’s children, in 
long generations to come, will enjoy blessings derived from you that will preserve 
your memory ever living in their hearts. 

Citizen-defenders of the homes, the liberties, and the altars of the Confederacy! 
That the God whom we all humbly worship may shield you with his Fatherly 
care, and preserve you for safe return to the peaceful enjoyment of your friends 
and the association of those you most love is the earnest prayer of your Com- 


mander-in-Chief. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
RICHMOND, February 9, 1864. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 10, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: We beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to the 
inclosed letter from Hon. William Ezzard, of Georgia, upon a subject 
of great importance to our people. The evil complained of by him is 
a serious one, and in behalf of soldiers’ families and the indigent poor 
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of our State we appeal to you to have this matter inquired into and 
the proper Sarde avalide Judge Ezzard is a gentleman of high 
character and his statements are entitled to respect. With your 
reply please return J HOES pb eer stn how 
: rour obedient se ; 
dea apace eh LUCIUS J. GARTRELL. 
JULIAN HARTRIDGE. 
WwW. W. CLARK. 
DAV. W. LEWIS. 
HARDY STRICKLAND. 
B. H. HILL. 
HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON. 
PORTER INGRAM. 


[Inclosure.] 


ATLANTA, February 5, 1864. 

Hon. L. J. GARTRELL: . 

DEAR Sir: I have been thinking for some time of writing to you on 
a subject which I deem one of importance. It is this: Major Cum- 
mings, the commissary-general, is making contracts with men all over 
the country to distill the tithe corn belonging to the Government for 
the purpose, as it is alleged, of making whisky for the Army. He 
agrees to furnish corn to distillers who are to make it up into whisky 
and pay or deliver to him one gallon for each bushel of corn, and the 
distiller is to have all he makes over the one gallon (or five quarts in 
some cases) for himself. This is holding out great inducements to 
distillers, and is a very money-making business. They can, there- 
fore, afford to distill all the corn they can get. I think it wrong that 
the Government should take the corn which is needed to feed women 
and children to make whisky of when the wives and children of 
soldiers in many cases cannot get bread to eat. There is a great 
searcity of corn in the country—in fact, it is impossible to get it here 
for less than $8 or $10 per bushel, and meal has been as high as $15, 
and it seems that it is almost impossible to prevent the poor from 
starving. I think it is therefore important that this thing of dis- 
tilling the Government corn in this section of the State should be 
stopped. If it is necessary to make whisky for the Army let it be 
made in that section of the State where corn is plenty, and if the 
Army does not need the Government corn here let it be applied to the 
feeding of the soldiers’ wives and children. The State of Georgia 
would be willing to take the corn and pay a fair price for it and apply 
it in this way, or the counties would be glad to do it and save the 
expense of transporting corn from Southwestern Georgia to feed the 
poor and destitute. I hope you will do something on this subject, if 
possible, before Congress adjourns. I know the time is short, and I 
regret that I did not write you sooner, but I hope it is not too late to 
do something, and I know that there is nothing that would be of 
greater advantage to the poor of this section of the State. Nothing 
new here. = 

Yours, respectfully, 
WILLIAM EZZARD. 
[First indorsement.] 


COMMISSARY-GENERAL: 
Have you these contracts or the Surgeon-General? If you, report. 


J. A. S., 
Secretary. 
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 

_ Richmond, Va., February 19, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War, and his atten- 
_tion is called to the inclosed report from Major Cummings. * 

: T. G. WILLIAMS, 
.  Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


(Per Commissary-General of Subsistence, absent, sick.) 
[Third indorsement.] 


The whisky must be distilled somewhere, and nowhere can corn be 
found more abundantly. 
Je cAns Be, 
Secretary. 


RICHMOND, VA., February 11, 1864. 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 
AMERICA: 


Having carefully considered the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for 
wounded and disabled officers, soldiers, and seamen an asylum to be 
called the ‘Veteran Soldiers’ Home,’” I feel constrained to return it 
with my objections to the House of Representatives, in which it origi- 
nated. The object of the act appeals most strongly to the sympathies 
of all; but in providing the means for effeetuating that object, it 
enacts provisions which, in my judgment, are unwarranted by the 
Constitution. Without affirming that the act creates a perfect corpo- 
ration, there can be no doubt that it confers upon the board of man- 
agers of the institution which it is intended to found corporate powers 
and franchises of a well-defined character, which constitute them what 
is known as a quasi corporation. They are to organize themselves 
into a board, by the election of a president, treasurer, and their 
necessary officers; are to continue in office until their successors are 
appointed, thus providing for a continual succession; and they are 
to be subject to the general approval and direction of the Secretary 
of War, thus constituting the Secretary a visitor, a usual incident of 
eleemosynary corporations. They have powers to make by-laws, or as 
the act expresses it, the ‘‘ power to make all requisite rules and regu- 
lations” for the government of the institution; and they are author- 
ized to receive endowments from individuals and from the States. 
These are all ordinary and well-known corporate franchises. But if 
any doubt could exist as to whether they are granted to the board as 
a corporation, or quasi corporation, or only intrusted to them as indi- 
vidual trustees, that doubt is removed by the second section of the 
act. That section provides that the treasurer shall give bond with 
security for the faithful discharge of his duties, which bond shall be 
payable to the said board of managers and their successors in office, 
and may by them be put in suit in any State or Confederate court 
having jurisdiction. It cannot be understood that this bond is to be 
taken to and sued upon by the board of managers in their individual 
capacities as natural persons. This is evident from two considera- 
tions: 

First. Such a power would be supererogatory and useless, since as 
natural persons they already had by the common law ample right to 


* See p. 115. 
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make any contract and take any bond or other security not contra- 

ening the policy of the law. 
: Sésoad: The neh of action on a bond payable to the managers as 
individuals would, in the courts of law, remain 1n and be under the con- 
trol of the managers after they had gone out of office; and in case of 
the death of all of them would belong to the personal representative 
of the last survivor; and to prevent these inconveniences it is ex- 
pressly provided that the bond should be payable to and be sued on 
by ‘‘the board of managers and their successors In office,” which 
could only be accomplished by constituting them to that extent a 

orporation. 

3 ine these considerations it is apparent that the intent of the act 
is to confer corporate powers upon the board of managers, and that 
intent is, in my judgment, beyond the powers intrusted to Congress 
by the Constitution. However enlightened opinions may have dif- 
fered under the old Government, the whole history and theory of the 
contest in which we are engaged and the express recognition in our 
Constitution of the sovereignty of the States precludes all idea of so 
widely extending by construction the field of implied powers. That 
there is no such power expressly granted need scarcely be remarked. 

But if this view of the intent and operation of the act be discarded 
as incorrect, then it can be susceptible of but one other interpretation. 
It provides for the support and comfort of soldiers and seamen disabled 
in the public service—a class in all countries regarded as the pecu- 
liar objects of governmental benevolence. The institution which it 
founds is endowed, in part at least, from the funds of the Govern- 
ment. The real estate necessary for the purpose of this act is to be 
leased or purchased by the Secretary of War, under the approval of 
the President, as the property of the Government. Officers in the 
service and pay of the Government are to be assigned for duty at the 
asylum. Its whole management is to be subject to the general direc- 
tion and control of a high officer of the Government—the Secretary of 
War; and the board of managers are required to report to the Sec- 
retary, to be communicated to Congress at every regular session, a 
statement of the condition of the institution. It is then a Govern- 
ment institution, and its officers are officers of the Confederate States; 
but they are not to be appointed in any of the ways by which alone 
such appointments can be constitutionally made—neither by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the Senate, nor by the 
President alone, nor by the courts of law, nor by the head of a de- 
partment. The managers are to be appointed by the Governors of 
the several States, and they in turn are to appoint their president and 
treasurer and fix their salaries. 

These two are, in my judgment, the only interpretations of which 
the act is susceptible; and under either view its provisions are viola- 
tive of the Constitution. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 


A BILL to be entitled an act to provide for disabled officers and soldiers an 
asylum to be called “ The Veteran Soldiers’ Home.” 


SECTION 1. The Congress of the Confederate States of America do 
enact, That in order to make a just and adequate provision for the 
maintenance and comfort of officers and soldiers or seamen who have 
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been or may be disabled by wounds received or disease contracted in 
_ the military or naval service of the Confederate States during the 
- pending war the sum of dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
_ appropriated, to be expended, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
by the Secretary of War, under the approval and direction of the 
President, in the lease or purchase of some safe and suitable location 
for an asylum to be called ‘‘The Veteran Soldiers’ Home,” and for 
the erection and furnishing of such buildings and fixtures as the 
probable number of inmates may render necessary; and in order that 
the several Confederate States and the citizens thereof may have the 
opportunity of becoming identified with this philanthropic and 
patriotic enterprise, and of participating in the pleasing and grateful 
duty of contributing to the relief of those who have periled all, and 
have been disabled in the service of their country, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of War, immediately after the passage of this 
act, to invite the aid and co-operation of said States, through the 
respective Governors thereof, and to request the appointment of one 
person on behalf of each State as a manager of the institution hereby 
established; and the several persons so appointed shall, as soon as 
practicable, assemble at some time to be designated by the Secretary 
of War, and organize themselves into a board of managers by the 
election of a president and other necessary officers, with such com- 
pensation as the board may deem adequate, and a majority of the 
persons composing said board shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. They shall continue in office for the period of 
two years from the date of their appointment, and until their suc- 
cessors are in like manner appointed, and subject to the general 
approval and direction of the Secretary of War. They shall have 
the management and control of said institution and the power to 
make all requisite rules and regulations therefor, including the ap- 
pointment of stewards and nurses, the organizing a police force, and 
other necessary arrangements. Upon their recommendation and 
application the proper authorities shall appoint or assign for duty at 
said institution a commissary, who shall provide needful supplies for 
the same on Government account, and such surgeons and assistant 
surgeons in the pay of the Government as the wants of the institu- 
tion may require or as may be necessary for the skillful and success- 
ful management of an infirmary, which the board may establish as a 
part of the institution for the benefit of all those invalids, soldiers or 
seamen, who may need the repose and treatment furnished therein, 
together with all other persons of said classes whose wounds, from 
hasty field operations, require further surgical attention; and the 
Surgeon-General shall be authorized to appoint the most skillful sur- 
geons to discharge the duties of said infirmary. They shall adopt 
such measures as they may deem best for obtaining contributions 
from individuals desiring to aid the enterprise, and shall preserve a 
registry, which shall be kept open to public inspection, of the names 
of such contributors and the amount contributed by each, and also 
all donations received from the several State governments. 

Src. 2. The funds of the institution shall be placed in the hands of 
a treasurer to be elected by the board, who, before assuming the 
duties of his office, shall enter into a bond and security for the faith- 
ful performance thereof, which bond shall be approved by the board 
of managers and made payable to said board and their successors in 
office, and may by them, for any infraction of the same, be put in 
suit in any State or Confederate court having jurisdiction of the 
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amount. The said funds, subject to the general approval of the Sec- 
retary of War, as aforesaid, shall be expended by the board of man- 
agers in the erection of such buildings, fixtures, and appurtenances 
as may be necessary, and in providing for such agricultural, horticul- 
ral, mechanical, or other employment or pursuit, as the wants of the 
institution or the comfort and recreation of the inmates may suggest. 
The said board shall, before the assembling of each regular session of 

Congress, submit a report of the condition and state of affairs of the 
institution to the Secretary of War, which it shall be his duty to com- 
municate to Congress. 

Sc. 3. The beneficiaries of said institution, who shall be entitled 
to become inmates of the same, shall be all commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and private soldiers and seamen 
who have been, or who hereafter may be, retired or discharged by 
reason of wounds or injuries received or disease contracted in the 
military or naval service of the Confederate States in the line of their 
duty during the pending war; and any person claiming the benefit of 
this act shall present his application in the manner prescribed by the 
board of managers, and shall, if admitted, be subject to all the rules 
and regulations of the institution so long as he remains an inmate 
thereof. He shall, at the time of his admittance, deposit with such 
person as may be designated by the board of managers all certificates 
and other papers relating to his discharge from the service, and en- 
titling him to future pay or compensation from the Government as a 
retired or discharged officer, soldier, or seaman, which said pay or 
compensation shall, during the time of his continuance in the institu- 
tion, be paid by the disbursing officer making such payments to the 
treasurer of the institution, and shall constitute a part of the general _ 
fund of the same, except so much thereof as the board of managers 
may direct to be paid, from time to time, to the person in whose right 
it is received. 

Sec. 4. Any beneficiary of said institution may discontinue his con- 
nection therewith at his option, and upon withdrawing from the same 
shall be entitled to withdraw, also, all certificates and other papers 
deposited by him at the time of his admittance, and shall be remitted 
to all the rights and benefits secured thereby. 


AN ACT to authorize the issue of certificates for interest on the “ fifteen million 
loan.” 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
certificates to be issued, in such form as he shall devise, for the inter- 
est which has accrued, or which shall acerue, on the registered stock 
issued under authority of the act of February the twenty-eighth, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-one, entitled, ‘‘ An act to raise money for the 
support of the Government, and to provide for the defense of the 
Confederate States of America.” The said certificates shall be pre- 
pared and signed by the Register of the Treasury, in favor of the per- 
sons, respectively, in whose names the said stock shall be standing on 
the books of the Treasury, or their order, at the designated periods 
and shall be sent by him to the Treasurer, assistant treasurers and 
depositaries located at the places where said interest is payable. The 
said certificates shall be countersigned by the Treasurer, assistant 
treasurer, or depositary, by whom they shall be delivered; and shall 
be receivable in payment of export duty on cotton, in the same manner 


— =o ae a 
as the coupons of the bonds issued under said act 


eight, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, now are. 
_ Approved February 11, 1864. 
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of February twenty. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
4 Richmond, Va., February 11, 1864. 
‘His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 

Governor of Florida, Tallahassee: 


_ Str: J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cations of the 11th and 26th January last. They have not been 
answered sooner, partly in consequence of the necessity from their 
subjects of reference to different bureaus of this Department for con- 
sideration and report, and partly in consequence of even an unusual 
pressure of important business, some of it of an urgent nature, in 
attending to which it must sometimes happen that matters, though 

- of more intrinsic importance, yet not seeming to demand such imme- 
diate action, will be apparently unduly delayed. The high respect 
for and appreciation of yourself personally and the gallant and patri- 
otic State you so worthily represent makes me regret the more that 
you in this instance happened to be subjected to an apparent neglect, 
only seeming, however, and certainly unintentional. A report from 
the Ordnance Bureau was received some days ago on the subject 
referred to it, and until the receipt of your telegram of yesterday I was 
under the impression that the Bureau had communicated directly 
with you. Orders were issued on the Ist instant to Major Humphreys, 
at Columbus, Ga., to furnish the cavalry equipments for Major Scott’s 
battalion, and to the Richmond and Macon arsenals to furnish to that 
command all the musketoons on hand, amounting to some 300 or 
more. You were informed on yesterday by telegraph that the arms 
you applied for could be obtained from Major Humphreys. The set- 
tled policy of this Department is against the employment of men fit 
for field service in other capacities. No chief of a bureau, much less 
subordinate agents, has the right to exempt from such service men 
liable to conscription by employing them, except on detail made by 
this Department specially, which is done reluctantly, and only when 
indispensably required by the public interests. Orders have been 
issued for the due investigation of the conduct of purchasing and im- 
pressing agents in your State, in regard to the subjects mentioned in 
your communication, with instructions to make the proper correction 
of existing causes of complaint and to prevent their recurrence. So 
much of your communications as related to the propriety of allowing 
a purchase of the corn received under the tax in kind for the use of 
the families of soldiers was referred to Col. Larkin Smith, in charge 
of that subject. His reply, a copy of which is inclosed,* will, I think, 
be found satisfactory and fully meet your views. I had directed this 
to be directly communicated to you. I regret that circumstances 
render it inexpedient to send Perry’s brigade to Florida to recruit its 
diminished ranks as desired by the officers and yourself. The move- 
ments of the enemy in the south and west, threatened for some time 
past, and now in progress, have interposed objections to any exchanges 
of troops that could be avoided. The reluctance felt by General Lee 
to part with that gallant brigade, whose courage and conduct have 


*See p. 18. 
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been so often signally displayed under his command, is a tribute well 
deserved by them, and should soften the disappointment they natu- 
rally feel. It is hoped that the mode proposed by him to replenish 
their ranks will relieve them from all apprehensions of the consolida- 
tion of regiments, and will enable them with restored numbers to 
raise still higher the pride their native State must feel in their 
achievements. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


AN ACT to authorize the Governor to call into the State service free persons of 
color. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the State of Louisiana in General Assembly convened, That 
the Governor of this State be, and he is hereby, authorized to call into 
the service of the State all free men of color, resident in this State, 
between the ages of sixteen and fifty-five, not physically and mentally 
disabled, and to place them in such branches of the service as he may 
deem compatible with their civil status. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, &c., That to effect this the Governor 
be authorized to adopt whatever system of enrollment he may deem 
most expedient. 

Src. 3. Be it further enacted, &c., That when said free persons of 
color shall have been called into the service they shall be subjected 
to the same rules and regulations and shall receive the same compen- 
sation as other persons in the same branches of the service. 

Sec: 4. Be it further enacted, &c., That the Governor be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to transfer said persons of color to the Confederate 
Government whenever the enrollment of said persons shall have been 
completed: Provided, Said persons of color shall be exempt from said 
service by putting an able-bodied slave in his place. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, &c., That this act shall take effect 
from and after its passage. 

Approved February 11, 1864. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 20. fichmond, February 12, 1864. 
The first paragraph of General Orders, No. 138, 1863, is modified by 
the omission of the words ‘‘in States in which provisions have not 
been made on this subject” (impressment of slaves); and clause 7 of 
the same order is so far modified as to allow the rate of compensation 
for slaves impressed under the act of 26th of March, 1863, to be 
established by appraisers appointed under that act; provided the 
price thus fixed does not exceed the sum prescribed by the law of the 
State in which such slaves are impressed. 
By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
: Richmond, Va., February 12, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Copp, 
Atlanta, Gia.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th instant has been received. 

Iam much gratified to hear such encouraging accounts both in rela- 
tion to supplies and to the reserves of population. Surely they will 
not be held back in a struggle for all that is dear to a people. 

I have regretted much to differ from you on the subject of re-enlist- 
ing and recruiting our armies. Such was my confidence in your judg- 
ment that I submitted your telegrams and letter to the President, 
telling him frankly your convictions made me distrust my own. He 
concluded to adhere to the system which the law contemplated. You 
have always relied rather more than myself on the spontaneous action 
of the people and favored the voluntary organizations. I confess I 
think the time for great results from such means has passed, and that 
the authority of law and the agencies of a general well-adjusted sys- 
tem of uniform operation the best means. Especially in regard to 
our Army do I deem a fixed and veteran organization of disciplined 
troops indispensable. We must keep up and even increase the vet- 
eran corps. New organizations, however spirited, cannot contend 
with men practiced and trained in arms. We have the better mate- 
rial of fighting men; but we must secure them equal advantage of 
training and discipline to maintain superiority. Hence, I earnestly 
strive to throw the new recruits into the old organizations. 

It needed not your assurance to convince that you would acquiesce 
in the decision of the highest authority and giveall your aid to carry 
it into effect. Your patriotism and good sense were guarantees for 
that to all who know and appreciate you as I do. 

Very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 12, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

In the pressure of business I have postponed for several days a reply 
to your last letter, suggesting that difficulties in relation to the steam- 
ers Don and Hansa might be solved by the Government acquiring 
one-fourth interest in these steamers. It has been our policy not to 
acquire less than a controlling interest heretofore in any contracts 
made. The recent legislation confirms me in this view. I am willing 
to place the State on the same footing with the Confederate Govern- 
ment in the shipments that have been made; that is, to credit to the 
owners the quantity taken out for the State, just as if it had been 
taken for the Confederate States. The Don and Hansa have taken 
one-fourth for your State; the agent at Bermuda and Nassau the dif- 
ference between one-fourth and one-third, which the vessels would 
have been compelled to take if they had continued to run under 
arrangements with the Confederate Government. For the future it 
will be necessary to make the terms upon which cotton is taken out 
for the States and for the Confederate Government uniform, or the 
result will be a competition ruinous to each. 
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~ Upon application from the authorities of the State of South Carolina 
for the steamer Alice, and of the State of Virginia for the steamer 
City of Petersburg, I have at once directed the agent that cotton taken 
out by these steamers, for account of the States named, on the same 
terms as fixed for the Confederate Government, will be considered as 
if taken for the Confederate Government and credited accordingly. 
This arrangement has been satisfactory here and to Governor Bonham, 
and I earnestly hope will be so to you. 

Congress has just legislated on the subject, authorizing shipment by 
private individuals only under license granted by the Confederate 
Government, reserving to the States the right to ship out on their 
steamers their own cotton. Uniform regulations will be drawn up as 
required by this law, and it shall be my effort to make them such as 
to facilitate the efforts of the State and Confederate governments 
in exporting cotton and introducing supplies and- munitions of war. 

Very respectfully, yours, ~ 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., February 13, 1864. 
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE 

STATES OF AMERICA: 

I feel impelled by the condition of the country earnestly to recom- 
mend to your adoption the extension of the conscription already 
recommended in my annual message of the 7th of December last, and 
to inform you that the preparations made by the enemy for the cam- 
paign of the present year warn us that our armies in the field must 
be re-enforced to the utmost possible extent. 

The agricultural interests of the country must be protected and 
fostered or we shall be unable to raise the supplies necessary for the 
subsistence of the Army as well as of the people at home. How is 
this to be done? 

There is no possibility of affording adequate local protection by our 
armies in the field, which must of necessity be kept concentrated to 
resist the main columns of the invading forces of the enemy. Our 
farms and depots can only be protected from destructive raids by the 
men who remain at home engaged in manufactural, agricultural, and 
other pursuits. There are but two modes of rendering these classes 
available for such purposes. One is by calling them out as militia; 
the other by enrolling them under Confederate authority. I propose 
in a few words to contrast these modes. 

If those left at home are available only as militia, it will become 
necessary to make requisitions for them on the States in advance of 
any pressing necessity for their services, because of the delays which 
are always involved in obtaining forces under such calls. When 
calied out it will naturally result that the men will be retained for 
long periods in the field or in camp, to be ready for emergencies, as 
they could not, if discharged, be promptly recalled when required. 
This method of using the reserves will tell with disastrous effect on 
our agriculture. 

On the other hand, troops for local defense and special service, as 
organized under the act of 21st of August, 1861, would afford ‘the 
commander-in-chief the means of calling out the men embraced in 
such organizations at a moment’s warning, and enable him, without 


_ imprudence, to dismiss them the moment the danger had disappeared. ae 
__ They would probably not be absent from the fields and workshops 

more than two or three weeks at a time, and there would thus be no 
serious interruption of the productive industry of the country. If — 
the spirit which rendered the volunteering so general among all 
classes of citizens at the beginning of the war were still prevalent, 
there would be no necessity for the proposed legislation, as the citizens 
would readily join the organizations provided in the law above men- 
tioned. But as this is not the case, it is necessary that conscription 
for local defense should replace volunteering. 

If Congress should decline to adopt this measure, which my sense 
of what is needed for the public defense forces me again to urge upon 
its attention, I am unable to perceive from what source we are to 
obtain the men necessary not only to repel raids but to relieve the 
large number of able-bodied soldiers now detailed from the Army for 
local service in the States. 

I trust that my conviction of the pressing necessity for this legisla- 
tion in aid of the public defense will be received by Congress as a 
sufficient justification for this renewal of the recommendation con- 
tained in the message addressed to you at the commencement of the 
present session. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


OFFICE OF CHIEF DISTRICT COMMISSARY, 
Atlanta, Ga., February 13, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commaissary-General of Subsistence, Richmond, Va. : 


COLONEL: I beg leave to inclose copies of a dispatch from Major 
French yesterday and my reply. In this connection I ineclose the 
correspondence between Governor Brown and myself, embracing my 
letters of January 18 and February 1, and his replies of January 28 
and February 6, and my rejoinder of February 12. Upon these prem- 
ises I propose to give you a succinct statement of the facts in the case. 
Some three months since Mr. R. P. Glenn, of the firm of Glenn, Carr 
& Wright, visited Richmond and proposed to distill whisky for this 
department, giving one gallon of whisky for every bushel of corn 
turned over tothem. This agreement met with your approval and 
was entered into by me. I regarded it as the best that could possibly 
be made for the Government, the cheapest and in fact the only 
method by which a supply could be secured for this department. 
Many, I may say hundreds, of contracts had been made to pay a 
stipulated price for whisky for this and other departments. They all 
led to an abuse of distillation, a failure to furnish the required quan- 
tity, which was in nearly every case attributed to the inability to 
procure grain. Of course when the grain is furnished no such excuse 
can be made. This plan, therefore, seemed to me the only reliable 
and§practicable plan by which the wants of the department could be 
supplied. I thereupon made several other contracts upon the same 
terms. Soon afterward I was informed that the statutes of this State 
required the entire product of the grain to be furnished to the Con- 
federate States Government. I at once amended all contracts not in 
accordance with the statutes, requiring all whisky made from the 
grain turned over to the distiller to be furnished me, I paying a stipu- 
lated price, in no case exceeding that established by the commission- 
ers for any excess over five quarts to the bushel in most cases, and 
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one gallon in the rest. As the correspondence shows, General John- 
ston held a conference with me and thought it advisable in certain 
contingencies to increase the supply of whisky to the army to content 
them with a deficiency of meat, which was then creating great dissat- 
isfaction. I thereupon addressed my letter of 18th to Governor 
Brown. After receiving his reply of 28th I sent my letter of Feb- 
ruary 1, simply with a desire to know whether he (or the State of Geor- 
gia) would interfere with the distillation of grain belonging to the 
Government. This letter brought out his extraordinary communica- 
tion of February 6. My first impulse was to reply in the same tone 
and spirit in which it was evidently conceived and written. A sense 


of duty, however, to my position dictated my reply of the 12th, and . 


here the correspondence now rests. 

I wish now to state a few facts for your consideration. When the 
President was here some months since Governor Brown urged upon 
his aide, General Lee, the propriety of declaring all North Georgia 
impracticable, 7. e., unable to furnish the tax in kind, or any other 
supplies, without distressing the inhabitants. Consent was given 
after some debate that certain counties should be so declared. Since 
the prospect of occupation by the enemy, and especially since the 
orders authorizing me to pay the market price for supplies, the patri- 
otic citizens of these counties have astonished me with their hidden 
treasures which they wish to sell or exchange for the same kind in 
the lower portion of the State. To be sure, the quantity is utterly 
inadequate to the supply of the army, but enough to satisfy my 
mind that when soldiers’ families suffer for bread it is solely be- 
cause the soldier’s pay of $11 per month is not sufficient to pay the 
prices which these patriotic farmers have fixed upon their provisions. 
Below here thousands upon thousands of bushels of corn belonging 
to the Government will be lost for want of transportation unless it 
can be distilled and the slops used in feeding hogs and cattle. The 
weevil proved our friend last year in forcing the farmer to send his 
corn to market. This year it is proving our bane. Thousands of 
bushels collected from the tax in kind have come to this place weevil- 
eaten and only fit for making whisky. The corn was supposed to be 
of the last crop. On its arrival it has proved to be corn grown the 
previous year, evidently hoarded and then substituted for just dues 
to the Government. From this stuff what can we expect to obtain 
except whisky, and what can we expect from the tithings of another 
year, unless those of the present are collected promptly and disposed 
of? In God’s name, say I, give the army and the people all the bread 
they want, but let not the surplus be wasted and lost, and let enough 
be converted into whisky to supply the actual wants of the army. 

I say nothing more of the part I have taken in this matter except 
that I have tried to do my duty. In common with other departments 
I have experienced unlooked-for opposition from the State authori- 
ties. They seem bent on subordinating the best interests and suc- 
cess of the Confederacy to their self-conceived notions of justice and 
patriotism, and an insane desire to preserve the material interests 
and welfare of all citizens. My report of persons employed by me 
you will receive in a few days through Major Locke. 

Very respectfully, &c., 


_ J. F. CUMMINGS, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


a ae 


[Inclosure No. 1.] Sew ee a 


: RICHMOND, February ( 
Maj. J. F. CuMMINGs: ee 

Have you made any contracts for the manufacturing of whisky ? If 
so, upon what terms? Reply immediately by telegraph. 

_ By order of Commissary-General: 

8S. B. FRENCH, 

Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


; ATLANTA, February 12, 1864. 
Maj. S. B. FRENCH, 
Richmond, Va.: 


I have contracts for about 3,000 gallons whisky per month. Terms, 
five quarts whisky for bushel corn, and the excess to be furnished me 
at commissioners’ price. I estimate the cost not to exceed $4 per 
gallon, and all whisky distilled by my contractors to be turned over 
to the Government. I write by mail. 

J. F. CUMMINGS, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF DISTRICT COMMISSARY, 
Atlanta, Ga., January 18, 1864. 
His Excellency JOSEPH E. BRowN, 
Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Str: I have just returned from the front, where I have held a con- 
sultation with General Johnston about feeding the army. In the 
frequent want of animal food he has determined to issue rations of 
whisky, and to do this it is necessary for me to make contracts for 
the same in large quantities. I have already made several, and in all 
cases require contractors to furnish me the entire product of the grain 
turned over to them. My object in addressing you is to ascertain if, 
under the statutes of the State, any other steps are necessary to ena- 
ble my contractors to carry out their agreements. Please answer at 
your earliest convenience, as the demands upon me for whisky are 
urgent and beyond my present means of supply. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. CUMMINGS, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


OFFICE OF CHIEF DISTRICT COMMISSARY, 
Atlanta, Ga., February 1, 1864. 
His Excellency JoSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor, &c., Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Sir: Yours of 28th received. I do not propose to use any but the 
corn of the tax in kind belonging to the Government in making 
whisky near the railroads and navigable streams. Will you please 
inform me at your earliest convenience whether you will attempt to 
prevent the distillation of grain belonging to the Confederate States 
Government, being receipts from the tax in kind, whenever and 
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wherever they may deem proper? The army needs the whisky, and I 
am now unable to respond to the calls upon me. 


tfull 
Very respectfully, J. F. CUMMINGS, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, January 28, 1864. 
Maj. J. F. CUMMINGS: 

Str: In reply to your letter I state that the laws of Georgia will not 
tolerate any such consumption of grain by distillation as you propose. 
When the country is so hard pressed for bread I shall order the 
prompt prosecution of every man who runs a still-without a license 
from the State, and I shall grant no license to stills in Upper Georgia. 
The law only authorizes me to grant license to distill a small addi- 
tional quantity by Confederate distillers, and these must be located 
in Southern and Southwestern Georgia, over twenty miles from a 
railroad or navigable stream. 

Very respectfully, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


[Inclosure No. 6.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Ga., February 6, 1864. 
Maj. J. F. CUMMINGS: 

Str: Your letter inquiring whether I will ‘‘attempt to prevent the 
distillation of grain belonging to the Confederate States Government, 
being receipts from the tax in kind, wherever and whenever they may 
deem proper,” is received. In reply I have to state that it is as much 
a violation of the penal laws of this State for any person, no matter 
what his position may be, to distill Government corn in this State with- 
out a license from the Governor as it is to distill the corn of a citizen or 
to commit the crime of theft or swindling; and while I am responsible 
as the Executive of the State I shall attempt to execute her criminal 
laws as well as her civil. The Legislature of this State by express 
statute provided how much whisky and alcohol might be made of 
grain within the limits of the State for the Confederate Government, 
with the license of the Governor, but made it highly penal for any to 
be made without such license, and limited the quantity beyond which 
the license should not be granted by the Governor. It is therefore as 
much a violation of the criminal laws of this State for a Confederate 
officer to make whisky without a license as it is for any other person 
to do so. The ownership of the corn has nothing whatever to do with 
the question. You seem to think that because the corn is tithe 
corn the Government agents may distill it in violation of the criminal 
laws of the State without guilt. If so, why may they not distill corn 
purchased by the Government; and if they may do this, why may 
they not distill any which they choose to impress? The Government 
claims the ownership of the corn in the one case as well as the other. 
If it may distill tithe corn it may impress the bread out of the mouths 
of the wives and children of soldiers and distill that also. No such 
pretensions will be acquiesced in a moment by the State. 

You say the demand for whisky for the army is heavy. I reply, 
the demand for bread in the army and at home is much greater. 


One thing is very certain, there is not corn enough in the country to 
furnish the people and the army with rations of bread and whisky. 
One or the other must be dispensed with, and in my judgment no 
man connected with the army, unless he is a toper, or expects to 
make money out of the distillation, can hesitate to decide in favor 
of bread. If the question is left to the decision of a soldier who is a 
man, whether he shall have his drink of whisky in camp or his wife 
and children shall have bread at home, there will be no hesitation. 
He will decide in favor of bread. I have lately been through Upper, 
Middle, and Southwestern Georgia, and have observed closely, and I 
am quite sure the prospects of suffering for bread are alarming. In 
this state of things I feel that I should merit the censure of all good 
men if I were to allow more corn distilled into whisky than is 
actually necessary for hospital purposes. What whisky is made under 
license hereafter to be granted must be made in Southern or South- 
western Georgia, and made as the statute requires—of grain grown 
over twenty miles from a railroad or navigable stream. If the Goy- 
ernment converts the tithe corn of Upper Georgia into whisky, it 
must take from the people by impressment as many bushels as it 
thus destroys for the use of the army. Hence the mischief is just 
as great as if it distilled corn which its officers have impressed. 
Another very serious objection to leaving this matter to your dis- 
cretion is, if I am not incorrectly informed, that you consume one * 
and one-half times more corn than is necessary. I am informed that 
the rule is to deliver the Government corn to the distiller, and receive 
in exchange for a bushel of corn one gallon of whisky—possibly in 
some cases five quarts. Persons who are practical distillers tell me 
that a bushel of corn will make two and one-half gallons of as good 
- whisky as is now generally selling in the market at about $50 per 
gallon. Thus you give the distiller, if no Government officer has any 
part of the profits, $75 per bushel to distill the Government corn, as 
he can make one gallon for you and one and one-half for himself. 
Suppose the Government wants 25,000 gallons of whisky. This can 
be made of 10,000 bushels of corn. Then why distill 25,000 bushels 
of corn to get 25,000 gallons? Why not consume only 10,000 bushels 
of corn and pay the distiller a reasonable compensation in money and 
leave the other 15,000 bushels for bread? If these kinds of contracts 
are continued while the poor are suffering for bread, the country 
will ask, and have a right to an answer, why it is so. 
The laws of Georgia and regulations of this department have wisely, 
I think, provided against this kind of favoritism or fraud. They 
require the distiller who has a license to distill for the Confederate 
Government to deliver every gallon made out of the grain to the Gov- 
ernment, and allow him to retain none of it for speculation. The 
Government pays him a stipulated price in money for his labor, and 
he is required before he gets the license to file his affidavit in writing 
that he will make no more than is mentioned in the license, and that 
he will deliver it all to the Government. Why should a Confederate 
officer object to having the distiller put upon these terms, and prefer 
to give him a bushel of corn for a gallon of whisky? He who does 
so object and attempts to engage in or encourage such unreasonable 
speculation, if not peculation, in defiance of the penal laws of this 
State, must expect to suffer the penalties which the law prescribes. 
If you have occasion to complain of this decision to your superior 
officers, you will be expected to furnish them a copy of this letter. 


tfully, 
eee? JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
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OFFICE OF CHIEF DISTRICT COMMISSARY, 
February 12, 1864. 


His Excellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor, &c., Milledgeville, Gra.: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of 6th instant, which has been carefully noticed. I am 
convinced from the tenor of your letter that you have entirely mis- 
construed both my motives and action. 

On the 18th of January I addressed you a plain inquiry, and stated 
that my contractors would be required to furnish me the entire prod- 
uct of all grain turned over to them. My subsequent communica- 
tion of February 1 I addressed to you to obtain further information, 
and not with the most remote idea of aiding or abetting in setting at 
defiance the laws of the State. My letters were conceived and, as I 
think, couched in respectful and courteous language. Their aim was 
to avoid any confusion or clashing between the State and Confederate 
authorities, and if possible secure such concert of action as would 
enable me to carry out the orders received at headquarters. Since I 
have been a commissioned officer I have ever tried to devote my ener- 
gies and industry to a faithful discharge of the arduous and often 
thankless duties of my position. I am satisfied from the tone of your 
letters that my operations have been misrepresented to you and my 
motives impugned, and therefore write to disabuse your mind on this 
point. , 

My first contracts, not having been in strict accordance with law, 
were amended so soon as I was advised of the fact by our mutual 
friend, Major Steele. None have since been made that did not, as I 
conceived, conform strictly to the statutes of the State. My contracts 
altogether thus far would not consume over 3,000 bushels of corn 
per month, a large portion of which will be refuse and weevil-eaten 
and wholly unfit for bread or stock feed. I expect to feed Govern- 
ment stock, hogs and cattle, with the slops, which are better for them 
than the corn before distillation. My object in all eases is to use corn 
not fit for bread, and as far as possible place distilleries in localities 
where it could not be moved out and would be destroyed and lost to 
the Government. 

With this statement of facts, I beg leave to say that any insinuation 
of complicity in fraud and corruption on my part are false and slan- 
derous, and I should be obliged to you for the names of the parties 
who have made them, at your earliest convenience, in order that I 
may properly vindicate myself. Our mutual friend General Foster 
thinking that there was a needless waste of grain in making whisky, 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of War, which was subsequently 
referred tome. I have had an interview with him, and he is now 
satisfied with the terms of my contracts and will write you on the 
subject. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
J. F. CUMMINGS, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


‘Hon. James A. SEDDON, 


- CONFEDERATE AUT! 


Post-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 15, 1864. 


Secretary of War: 


Str: I have been prevented from making an earlier answer to your 
letter of the 3d instant, partly by ill-health and partly by the pres- 
sure of other duties. In relation to the case of the postmaster at 
Ivor, Va., about which I wrote you on the 7th of January, an inves- 
tigation subsequently made by a special agent of this Department 
shows that the complaint of the postmaster was without just founda- 
tion. It is therefore proper for me to withdraw my request for the 
interposition of your authority in this case. In relation to the cases 
presented in my letter of October 19 and November 17, our under- 
standing of the object had in view in the passage of the law of April 
14, 1863, ‘‘exempting contractors for carrying the mails, &c., from 
military service,” and of its correct interpretation, are so different 
that I deem it proper to state such reasons as occur to me in support 
of the views presented in my former letters and in answer to yours. 
The only point on which there seems to be a difference of opinion 
between us is as to whether persons who become contractors while in 
the military service are entitled to exemption while they remain such — 
contractors. I should say, in passing, that the questions were raised 
by officers executing the law of conscription which were in my mind 
as well as the one above stated, when in my letter of October 19 I 
said that ‘‘this Department has been very much annoyed by the 
impediments, seemingly of every possible kind, which have been 
thrown in its way by the action of the conscript officers of perfecting 


- the contracts made during the past summer for carrying the mails.” 


For instance, while it was assumed that no one was entitled to exemp- 
tion who was in the military service at the time of making a contract, 
it was also assumed that no one was entitled to exemption who had 
not an existing contract at the date of the passage of the act exempt- 
ing contractors; and in a number of cases contractors who had become 
such in July preceding the passage of the act of April 14, 1863, were 
arrested and held for military service by the conscript officers. 
Repeated cases of these kinds were brought to the attention of this 
Department. To have carried out these constructions would have 
entirely defeated the purposes of the law. This will be better under- 
stood by a statement of the necessity and reasons which induced the 
passage of the law. 

On the 11th of October, 1862, Congress repealed the act of April 21, 
1862, which exempted mail contractors from the performance of mili- 
tary service. Bids were to be received to the 31st of March, and con- 
tracts were to be awarded on the 30th of April, 1863, pursuant to 
previous notice by advertisement for carrying the mails for four 
years, from the 1st of July, 1863, in the States of Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. There were 887 
routes to be let to contract at that time in these States. On the 11th 
of March, within twenty days of the expiration of the time for receiv- 
ing bids, only 114 bids for these contracts had reached this Depart- 
ment, being 773 less than the number open to competition. The then 
increasing depreciation of our currency deterred persons from taking 
contracts at a fixed rate of compensation for the period of four years 
as a mere business operation, and the question had to be met whether 
the Government would allow the postal service to go down, or, to 
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prevent this, would exempt persons from military service who would 
take contracts to carry the mail. My recommendation to Congress, 
through the President, for the passage of a law to exempt contractors ~ 
presented precisely this case as creating the necessity for such a law, 
and for these reasons, and to meet this necessity, Congress passed 
and the President approved this law. The policy of exempting mail 
contractors from military service was determined by the proper law- 
making authority, upon a case presented and on facts distinctly set 
forth, so that it is impossible to misunderstand the object of the law. 
Your objection is, however, that though this may be true as to those 
not enrolled in the military service at the time of making contracts 
with this Department, it has not the effect of exempting sueh persons 
as were in the military service at the time of making such contracts. 

On this point I might rest the case on the decision and authority 
of the Confederate and State courts, notwithstanding the opinion 
expressed in your letter that ‘‘by every rule of reason and usage the 
settled construction given by an Executive Department of the Gov- 
ernment to an act of Congress for its action is entitled to more 
consideration and weight of authority than an exposition by a subor- 
dinate judicial tribunal.” I must express my dissent from the cor- 
rectness of the principle announced in the lines above quoted. The 
true rule, as I understand it, is that the settled construction of an 
act of Congress by the department of Government charged with its 
execution, is strong persuasive evidence to the courts in favor of the 
correctness of that construction in cases of doubt. But under our 
system of Government this is the first case in which I ever heard of 
the assumption by any one that the construction of an act of Con- 
gress by an Executive Department of the Government was entitled 
to more consideration and weight of authority than its exposition 
by a judicial tribunal of competent jurisdiction. I use the expres- 
sion of ‘‘competent jurisdiction” instead of the expression ‘‘ sub- 
ordinate judicial tribunal,” because the decision of a judge of the 
district court of the Confederate States in a case over which he 
has rightful jurisdiction is conclusive as to the right of the Govern- 
ment and all of its departments, and of all other parties to the suit, 
until appealed from and reversed. Such is the effect in the case 
Hx parte Lane, decided in the Confederate district court held in this 
city, a copy of the opinion in which case I sent you with my letter 
of October 19. [ have not been furnished with copies of the opinions 
of any other courts on this subject, but have seen in the newspapers 
and learned from other sources what purported to be the leading 
points in a decision made by the supreme court of the State of Geor- 
gia, which showed that that court had decided in a similar case to 
that of Lane, that a contractor for carrying the mails, though in the 
military service at the time the contract was made, was entitled 
under the law of April 14, 1863, to exemption. The same decision 
was made by a State court of Virginia of competent jurisdiction in 
the cases of John Surface and John C. Kinzer, and I have seen from 
the newspapers and heard from other sources that similar decisions 
have been made in several other courts in different States, while I 
have only heard of one judge of a State court who held a contrary 
opinion. So far, therefore, assuming this information to be correct 
the authority of the courts would seem to be almost uniform against 
your construction of the act of 14th of April, 1863, exempting mail 
contractors. I doubt not that this law has been so conclusively set- 
tled by the courts that a disregard of the principles of these decisions 
by an officer of the Army by attempting to coerce military service 


m a mail contractor would lay him liable to a civil suit in damages 
: an unlawful arrest and false imprisonment. And they certainly — 
_ seem sufficiently conclusive to control the action of the Executive 
_ Departments of the Government, if the courts are to be regarded 
as the expositors of the law, and if the military is subordinate 
_ to the civil authority. If the doctrine should prevail that the con- 
struction of statutes by the Executive Departments of the Government 
_ is of paramount authority to the decisions of courts of competent 
jurisdiction, then there is an end, of course, to civil liberty, except 
in so far as it may be enjoyed by the ferbearance of those depart- 
ments. The form of our Government does not admit of this, nor 
would our people endure it. But if it were admitted that the con- 
struction of this statute by the departments could override judicial 
decisions, would the construction of the War Department or that of 
the Post-Office. Department prevail? Each is interested, and who 
should determine which is the more interested? There must be an 
arbiter of this question. If this arbitrament is to depend on the pos- 
session of soldiers and bayonets, then of course it is a question not 
of law and right, but of force and power. But if the courts of the 
country are to be the arbiters, then the question is one for judicial 
| solution, according to law and the principles of justice. 

You inform me that ‘‘the views of this (the War) Department on 
this question of construction have been given fully in answer toa 
resolution of the House of Representatives during the present session, 
and unless Congress shall otherwise direct, these views will continue, 
as heretofore, to be the rule of its action.” I have not seen your 
response to the resolution of the House on this subject, and would in 
nowise feel bound by a document never brought to my notice, and 
which, while entitled to respect, is of no more binding authority than 
the opinion of a coequal branch of the Executive Government. The 
fact that Congress passed the law exempting mail contractors, with 
the express understanding that it was necessary to deprive the Army 
of the service of this small number of men who were necessary to 
keep up the postal service, and that the courts have decided that 
such was the effect of the law they passed, together with my protest 
in my last report to Congress against the action of the military 
authorities on the subject, are deemed sufficient to preserve the rights 
of this Department against any supposed assent to adverse views; 
and besides, it cannot rightly be assumed that Congress consents to 
the correctness of the interpretation of a law by one of the depart- 
ments because it omits to legislate in response to said interpretation. 
It may well and properly leave the determination of the question as 
to the correctness of such interpretation to the courts, where alone 
the question can be authoritatively decided. 

I refer you to the opinion of Judge Halyburton in the case of Lane 
for the reasons which sustain this construction of the act of April 14, 
1863, to save the trouble of copying or restating them. In reference 
to your suggestion that the act of April 2, 1863, authorizing the dis- 
charge of certain officers from the military service throws additional 
light upon the proper construction of the acts of October 11, 1862, 
and 14th of April, 1863, I would say that the force of this suggestion 
seems to consist in a supposed distinction created by the use of the 
word ‘‘discharge” in the act of April 2, and the word ‘“‘exempt” in 
the act of April 14. On this point I quote from the opinion of Judge 
Halyburton: 


It is said by the counsel for Captain Follen (the conscript officer) that the 
act referred to does not discharge persons who were in the service at the time 


7 
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when the contract was made, but only extends to those who had entered into 
contracts before their enlistment; that if Congress had meant to release those 
who were already in service, the word “discharge ” would have been used, and 
not the word “exempt,” which, it is said. is inappropriate in such a case. The 
word ‘‘exempt,” however, is not a technical term. It does not bear in a statute 
a different construction from that which belongs to it in common speech, and the 
lexical definition of the word along with other meanings is ‘free from service, 
charge, burden, tax, duty, &c., not liable to.” If, then, it were meant to release, 
or discharge from service a soldier who is already in service, it would be not only 
an intelligible but a correct expression to say that he. should hereafter be 
“exempt” from duty; that is, to say free from duty or service. If Congress had 
meant that the act to which we have referred should extend to men in actual 
service alone, they might perhaps, and probably would, have used the word 
“discharged” instead of ‘‘exempt.” If, however, they intended that the law 
should embrace not only persons in the service, but others not enrolled, the word 
‘« discharged” from the service would have been inapplicable. Nor does it occur 
to me that they could have so well expressed their meaning in such a case by any 
other word as by the word ‘‘ exempt” without a periphrasis. 


This reasoning seems to me to be sound and to dispose of the ques- 
tion. It is conceded that when one enters the military service for a 
time agreed on, either voluntarily or by conscription, he cannot, by 
entering into new engagements without the consent of the Govern- 
ment, avoid his liability to serve out his time. Hence the necessity 
for the passage of the law of the 2d of April above referred to. And 
it was equally competent for Congress to exempt those who were in 
the military service, or liable to be enrolled, in order that the Goy- 
ernment might have the benefit of their services in carrying the 
mails, by the act of April 14, 1863. 

I have discussed this subject at this length more because of the 
principles involved than on account of the small number of men who 
may happen hereafter to be employed by this Department who would 
otherwise be liable to service in the Army. In my letter to you of 
October 19 I said: 


I may also mention that there will be no other general letting of mail contracts 
until the summer of the year 1866, and only such additional contracts will have 
to be made as are rendered necessary when present contractors abandon the serv- 
ice; and these, it is hoped, will be but few. 


In my last annual report it is shown that there are but 1,253 econ- 
tractors for carrying the mails in the Confederate States, and that of 
these only 147 had obtained contracts at nominal rates of compensation. 
These are presumed to be persons otherwise liable to military serv- 
ice, but I have no means of knowing what proportion of them were 
in the military service when they entered into contracts. I said in 
this report: 

I recognize fully the necessity of calling into the military service all who are 
capable of bearing arms and who can be spared from other employments. But 
under this law the number to be exempted was too small to affect materially the 
military operations, and yet the exemption of that small number, under the 
circumstances which induced the adoption of the policy, was necessary to Keep 


in successful operation the postal service and to satisfy the demands of th ic 
by the proper and speedy transmission of Poiciieeae | SmaeS 


have no subsequent information which requires a change of the 
views expressed in the above extract. JI may add that this Depart- 
ment is not singular in being compelled to ask for the services of per- 
sons otherwise liable to military duty. A number of contracts, it is 
understood, have been made by the War Department to supply its 
necessities which involve exemption. And this has doubtless been 
the case with other departments. Some public necessities must be 
met in this way at a time when so large a part of the male population 
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of the country is called into the field. I will, in all cases in which 
_is practicable, avoid the employment of persons in the service of this 
_ Department who are either in the Army or liable to enrollment, as I 
_ sympathize most fully with your efforts to fill up the Army. | 


- 
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In reference to your request that I ‘‘designate all the contractors 
where the parties have been discharged from the military service on 
writs of habeas corpus, in order that they may be reclaimed by the 
military authorities,” I have to say that if I thought it right to aid in 
disregarding the judicial decisions by which these persons were dis- 
charged, I have no information which would enable me to comply 


- with your request, except in a very few cases which have incidentally 


come to my knowledge. We receive bids and award contracts in the 
great mass of cases without seeing or knowing the contractors, and 
without any means of knowing whether they are in the military serv- 
ice or liable to enrollment, except as we infer from the low rates of 
their bids, and without any means of knowing who have been dis- 
charged on habeas corpus. But you will see from the foregoing that 
I do not think it would be proper to adopt the course you suggest. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster- General. 


\ 


Aueusta, Ga., February 16, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Mr. SEDDON: I beg your permission to write a few words, after the 
style of a plain, unofficial, but earnest man, writing to a man of prac- 
tical wisdom. 

I feel, as intensely as it is possible to feel, the vital necessity of 
striking hard blows now, and striking at as many points and in as 
many ways as possible, so as to aid our cause and save our country. 

I have perfected my plans and distributed my men, with means 
improvised for the purpose (since the Government has not as yet paid 
our force any money), and between the 1st and 15th of March, on the 
same day, I propose to destroy the enemy’s transports, arsenals, navy- 
yards, stores, &¢., in accordance with the outline of the plan I gave 
you in December. ; 

I beg that this plan be borne in mind as our link in the chain of 
testimony in favor of our force. On the same day at all points we 
mean to strike effectually, soas to exert an influence upon the spring 
campaign. 

Hon. John B. Clark did me the kindness to advise me by letter that 
the Senate had passed a bill—he did not state its provisions—which 
might aid in facilitating my plans, which he supposed would also be 
passed by the House. This led me to conclude it was the bill which 
you informed me in our latest interview you would propose and sub- 
mit to the Military Committee, for the purpose of putting this secret 
service upon a systematic and legal footing, and then would give me 
those facilities which I asked in some written propositions submitted 
at your suggestion. 

Mr. Seddon, please do me the kindness to take ten minutes of your 
overtaxed time, and give me the commission or order or direction or 
authority or recognition which will enable me to prosecute this work 
vigorously and systematically, and I promise you to render a good 
account of our labors. 


‘ 
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I visit my family for a few days, with whom I have spent one week 
in two and a half years. I shall be much gratified to receive your 
orders, and for twenty days to come my address will be Hebron, 8. C. 


ith t ect, &e., ; 
With great respety, JOSEPH W. TUCKER. 


[FEBRUARY 16, 1864.—For Magruder to Smith, with reference to 
the action of the Governor and Legislature of Texas in relation to 
the transfer of State troops to the Confederate service, see Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 973. ] : 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 17, 1864. 
Hon. JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster-General : 

Str: I have received your favor of the 25th [15th] instant in reply 
to mine of the 3d instant. 

It has received the consideration due alike from my personal respect 
toward yourself, the importance of the principles involved, and the 
ability with which your views are presented. 

It is evident that further discussion between us will not result in a 
change of opinions now held, and, while I am unable to coneur with 
you, I have no hope of inducing you to agree with me, so that no good 
could result from any review of your letter. 

I am pleased to learn from you of your being satisfied that the com- 
plaint of the postmaster at Ivor was not well founded, and thank you 
for the frankness with which it was communicated. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Address of Congress to the people of the Confederate States. 
JOINT RESOLUTION in relation to the war. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the present is deemed a fitting occasion to remind the people of 
the Confederate States that they are engaged in a struggle for the 
preservation both of liberty and civilization; and that no sacrifice of 
life or fortune can be too costly which may be requisite to secure to 
themselves and their posterity the enjoyment of these inappreciable 
blessings; and also to assure them that, in the judgment of the Con- 
gress, the resources of the country, if developed with energy, hus- 
banded with care and applied with fidelity, are more than sufficient 
to support the most protracted war which it can be necessary to wage 
for our independence; and to exhort them, by every consideration 
which can influence freemen and patriots to a magnanimous surrender 
of all personal and party feuds; to an indignant rebuke of every 
exhibition of factious temper, in whatever quarter, or upon whatever 
pretext it may be made; to a generous support of all branches of the 
Government in the legitimate exercise of their constitutional powers; 
and to that harmonious, unselfish, and patriotic co-operation which 
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In closing the labors of the first permanent Congress your repre- 

2 sentatives deem it a fit occasion to give some account of their stew- 

ardship; to review briefly what, under such embarrassments and 

adverse circumstances, has been accomplished; to invite attention to 
the prospect before us, and the duties incumbent on every citizen in 
this crisis, and to address such words of counsel and encouragement 
as the: times demand. 

Compelled by a long series of oppressive and Ponies acts, cul- 
minating at last in the selection of a President and Vice-President 
by a party confessedly sectional and hostile to the South and ker 
institutions, these States withdrew from the former Union and formed 
a new Confederate alliance as an independent Government, based on 
the proper relations of labor and capital. This step was taken reluc- 
tantly, by constraint, and after the exhaustion of every measure that 
was likely to secure us from interference with our property, equality 
in the Union, or exemption from submission to an alien Government. 
The Southern States claimed only the unrestricted enjoyment of the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution. Finding, by painful and pro- 
tracted experience, that this was persistently denied, we determined to 

_ separate from those enemies who had manifested the inclination and 
ability to impoverish and destroy us.. We fell back upon the right for 
which the Colonies maintained the war of the Revolution, and which our 
heroic forefathers asserted to be clear and inalienable.. The unanimity 
and zeal with which the separation was undertaken and perfected finds 
no parallel in history. The people rose en masse to assert their lib- 
erties and protect their menaced rights. There never was before such 
universality of conviction among any people on any question involv- 
ing so serious and so thorough a change of political and international 
relations. This grew out of the clearness of the right so to act, and 
the certainty of the perils of further association with the North. The 
change was so wonderful, so rapid, so contrary to universal history, 
that many fail to see that all has been done in the logical sequence 
of principles, which are the highest testimony to the ‘wisdom, of our 
fathers and the best illustration of the correctness of those princi- 
ples. This Government is a child of law instead of sedition, of right 
instead of violence, of deliberation instead of insurrection. Its early 
life was attended by no anarchy, no rebellion, no suspension of 
authority, no social disorders, no lawless disturbances. Sovereignty 
was not for one moment in abeyance. The utmost conservatism 
marked every proceeding and publie act. The object was ‘‘to do 
what was necessary, and no more; and to do that with the utmost 
temperance and prudence.” Saint-Just, in his report to the convention 
of France, in 1793, said: ‘‘A people has put one dangerous enemy, and 
that is gover nment.” We adopted no such absurdity. In nearly 
every instance the first steps were taken legally, in accordance with 
the will and prescribed direction of the constituted authorities of the 
seceding States. We were not remitted to brute force or natural law, 
or the instincts of reason. The charters of freedom were scr upulously 
preserved. Asin the English revolution of 1688, and ours of 1776, there 
was no material alteration in the laws beyond what was necessary to 
redress the abuses that provoked the struggle. No attempt was made 
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to build on speculative principles. The effort was confined within 
the narrowest limits of historical and constitutional right. The con- 
troversy turned on the records and muniments of the past. _We 
merely resisted innovation and tyranny, and contended for our birth- 
rights and the covenanted principles of our race. We have had our 
Governors, General Assemblies, and courts; the same electors, the 
same corporations, ‘‘the same rules for property, the same subordina- 
tions, the same order in the law and in the magistracy.” When the 
sovereign States met in council they, in truth and substance and in 
a constitutional light, did not make but prevented a revolution. 

Commencing our new national life under such circumstances, we 
had a right to expect that we would be permitted, without molesta- 
tion, to cultivate the arts of peace, and vindicate, on our chosen 
arena and with the selected type of social characteristics, our claims 
to civilization. It was thought, too, by many, that war would not 
be resorted to by an enlightened country except on the direst neces- 
sity. That a people, professing to be animated by Christian sentiment, 
and who had regarded our peculiar institution as a blot and blur upon 
the fair escutcheon of their common Christianity, should make war 
upon the South for doing what they had a perfect right to do, and for 
relieving them of the incubus which, they professed, rested upon 
them by association, was deemed almost beyond belief by many of 
our wisest minds. It was hoped, too, that the obvious interests of 
the two sections would restrain the wild frenzy of excitement, and 
turn into peaceful channels the thoughts of those who had but 
recently been invested with power in the United States. 

These reasonable anticipations were doomed to disappointment. 
The red glare of battle, kindled at Sumter, dissipated all hopes of 
peace, and the two Governments were arrayed in hostility against 
each other. We charge the responsibility of this war upon the United 
States. They are accountable for the blood and havoe and ruin it 
has caused. For such a war we were not prepared. The difference 
in military resources between our enemies and ourselves; the immense 
advantages possessed in the organized machinery of an established 
Government, a powerful navy, the nucleus of an army, credit 
abroad, and illimitable facilities in mechanical and manufacturing 
power, placed them on “the vantage ground.” In our infaney we 
were without a seaman or soldier, without revenue, without gold and 
silver, without a recognized place in the family of nations, without 
external commerce, without foreign credit, with the prejudices of the 
world against us. While we were without manufacturing facilities to 
supply our wants, our ports were blockaded; we had to grapple with 
a giant adversary, defend 2,000 miles of sea-coast, and an inland 
frontier of equal extent. If we had succeeded in preventing any 
successes on the part of our enemy, it would have been a miracle. 
What we have accomplished, with a population so inferior in num- 
bers and means so vastly disproportionate, has excited the astonish- 
ment and admiration of the world. 

The war in which we are engaged was wickedly, and against all our 
protests and the most earnest efforts to the contrary, forced upon us. 
South Carolina sent a commission to Washington to adjust all ques- 
tions of dispute between her and the United States. One of the first 
acts of the Provisional Government was to accredit agents to visit 
Washington and use all honorable means to obtain a satisfactory set- 
tlement of all questions of dispute with that Government. “Both 
efforts failed. Commissioners were deceived and rejected, and clan- 
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- Their deeds of heroic daring, patient endurance, ready submission to. 
; liscipline, and numerous victories, are in keeping with the fervent 
Sig patriotism that prompted their early volunteering. Quite recently | 
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-of battle having been tendered, it was iceepisee 
which our people flew to arms is worthy of all pi 


scores of regiments have re-enlisted for the war, testifying their 
‘determination to fight until their liberties were achieved. Coupled 


with and contributing greatly to this enthusiastic ardor was the 
lofty courage, the indomitable resolve, the self-denying spirit of our 


noble women, who, by their labors of love, their patience of hope, 
their unflinching constancy, their uncomplaining submission to priva- 
tions of the war, have shed an immortal luster upon their sex and 
country. 

Our Army is no hireling soldiery. It comes not from paupers, 
criminals, or emigrants. It was originally raised by the free, uncon- 
strained, unpurchasable assent of the men. All vocations and classes 
contributed to the swelling numbers. Abandoning luxuries and com- 
forts to which they had been accustomed, they submitted cheerfully 
to the scanty fare and exactive service of the camps. Their services 
above price, the only remuneration they have sought is the protection 
of their altars, firesides, and liberty. In the Ne orwegian wars the 
actors were, every one of them, named and patronymieally described 
as the King’s friend and companion. The same wonderful individu- 
ality has been seen in this war. Our soldiers are not a consolidated 
mass, an unthinking machine, but an army of intelligent units. To 
designate all who have distinguished themselves by special valor 
would be to enumerate nearly allin the Army. The generous rivalry 
between the troops from different States has prevented any special 
pre-eminence, and hereafter, for centuries to come, the gallant bear- 


ing and unconquerable devotion of Confederate soldiers will inspire 


the hearts and encourage the hopes and strengthen the faith of all 
who labor to obtain their freedom. 

For three years this cruel war has been waged against us, and its 
continuance has been seized upon as a pretext by some discontented 
persons to excite hostility to the Government. Recent and public as 
have been the occurrences, it is strange that a misapprehension exists 
as to the conduct of the two Governments in reference to peace. 
Allusion has been made to the unsuccessful efforts, when separation 
took place, to procure an amicable adjustment of all matters in dis- 
pute. These attempts at negotiation do not comprise all that has 
been done. In every form in ‘which expression could be given to the 
sentiment, in public meetings, through the press, by. legislative 
resolves, the desire of this people for peace, for the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of their rights and prosperity, has been made known. The 
President, more authoritatively, in several of his messages, while pro- 
testing the utter absence of all desire to interfere with the United 
States, or acquire any of their territory, has avowed that the “‘ advent 
of peace will be hailed with joy. Our desire for it has never been 
concealed. Our efforts to avoid the war, forced on us as it was by the 
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lust of conquest and the insane passions of our foes, are known ~ 
mankind.” — 

The course of the Federal Government has proved that it did not 
desire peace, and would not consent to it on any terms that we could 
possibly concede. In proof of this we refer to the repeated rejection 
of all terms of conciliation and compromise, to their recent contemp- 
tuous refusal to receive the Vice-President, who was sent to negotiate 
for softening the asperities of war, and their scornful rejection of the 
offer of a neutral power to mediate between the contending parties. * 
If cumulative evidence be needed, it can be found in the following 
resolution, recently adopted by the House of Representatives in 
Washington: 3 

Resolved, That as our country and the very existence of the best Government 
ever instituted by man are imperiled by the most causeless and wicked rebellion 
that the world has seen, and believing, as we do, that the only hope of saving this 
country and preserving this Government is by the power of the sword, we are 
for the most vigorous prosecution of the war until the Constitution and the laws 
shall be enforced and obeyed in all parts of the United States; and to that end 
we oppose any armistice or intervention or mediation or proposition for peace 
from any quarter, so long as there shall be found a rebel in arms against the Goy- 
ernment; and we ignore all party names, lines, and issues, and recognize but two 
partiesin this war—patriots and traitors. 


The motive of such strange conduct is obvious. The Republican 
party was founded to destroy slavery and the equality of the States, 
and Lincoln was selected as the instrument to accomplish this object. 
The Union was a barrier to the consummation of this policy, because 
_the Constitution, which was its bond, recognized and protected slay- 
ery and_the sovereignty of the States. The Union must, therefore, be 
sacrificed, and to insure its destruction war was determined on. 

The mass of the Northern people were not privy to, and sympathized 
in no such design. They loved the Union and wished to preserve it. 
To rally the people to the support of the war its object was proclaimed 
to be {‘a restoration of the Union,” as if that which implied voluntary 
assent, of which agreement was an indispensable element and con- 
dition, could be preserved by coercion. It is absurd to pretend that 
a Government really desirous of restoring the Union would adopt 
such measures as the confiscation of private property, the emancipa- 
tion of slaves, systematic efforts to invite them to insurrection, forcible 
abduction from their homes, and compulsory enlistment in the Army, 
the division of a sovereign State without its consent, and a proclama- 
tion that one-tenth of the population of a State, and that tenth under 
military rule, should control the will of the remaining nine-tenths. 
The only relation possible between the two sections under such a 
policy is that of conqueror and conquered, superior and dependent. 
Rest assured, fellow-citizens, that although restoration may still be 
used as a war cry by the Northern Government, it is cnly to delude 
and betray, Fanaticism has summoned to its aid cupidity and ven- 
geance, and nothing short of your utter subjugation, the destruction 
of your State governments, the overthrow of your social and political 
fabric, your personal and public degradation and ruin, will satisfy 
the demands of the North. Can there be a man so vile, so debased 
so unworthy of liberty as to accept peace on such humiliating terms ? 

_It would hardly be fair to assert that all the Northern people par- 
ticipate in these designs. On the contrary, there exists a powerful 
political party which openly condemns them. The administration 
has, however, been able thus far, by its enormous patronage and its 
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ray © masses, to control the ele Ss, an 
arbitrary despotism. It cannot be possible that thi 
can continue. The people of the United States, accustom 
_ to freedom, cannot consent to be ruined and enslaved in order to ruin 
-and enslave us. Moral like physical epidemics have their allotted 
_ periods, and must sooner or later be exhausted and disappear. — 
When reason returns our enemies will probably reflect that a people 
like ours, who have exhibited such capabilities and extemporized ~ 


eres. 


such resources, can never be subdued; that a vast expanse of terri- — 

a tory with such a population cannot be governed as an obedient. 

colony. Victory would not be conquest. The inextinguishable quarrel 

_ would be transmitted ‘“‘from bleeding sire to son,” and the struggle 

oe would be renewed between generations yet unborn. To impoverish 

7 us would only be to dry up some of the springs of Northern pros- 

perity—to destroy Southern wealth is to reduce Northern profits— 

while the restoration of peace would necessarily re-establish some 

commercial intercourse. It may not be amiss in this connection to 

_ say that at one time it was the wish and expectation of many at the 

South to form a treaty of amity and friendship with the Northern 

States, by which both peoples might derive the benefits of commercial 

intercourse and move on side by side in the arts of peace and civil- 

ization. History has confirmed the lesson taught by Divine authority, 

that each nation as well as each individual should seek their happi- 

ness in the prosperity of others, and not in the injury or ruin of a 

neighbor. The general welfare of all is the highest dictate of moral 

duty and economie policy, while a heritage of triumphant wrong is the 
greatest curse that can befall a nation. 

Until some evidence is given of a change of policy on the part of 
the Government, and some assurance is received that efforts at nego- 
tiation will not be spurned, the Congress are of opinion that any 
direct overtures for peace would compromise our self-respect, be 
fruitless of good, and interpreted by the enemy as an indication of 
weakness. We can only repeat the desire of the people for peace, 
and our readiness to accept terms consistent with the honor and dig- 
nity and independence of the States and compatible with the safety 
of our domestic institutions. 

_ Not content with rejecting all proposals for a peaceful settlement of 
the controversy, a cruel war of invasion was commenced, which, in 
its progress, has been marked by a brutality and disregard of the 
rules of civilized .warfare that stand out in unexampled barbar- 
ity in the history of modern wars. Accompanied by every act of 
cruelty and rapine, the conduct of the enemy has been destitute of 
that forbearance and magnanimity which civilization and Christianity 
have introduced to mitigate the asperities of war. The atrocities are 
too ineredible for narration. Instead of a regular war, our resistance 
of the unholy efforts to crush out our national existence is treated as 
,a rebellion, and the settled international rules between belligerents 
are ignored. Instead of conducting the war as betwixt two military 
and political organizations, it is a war against the whole population. 
Houses are pillaged and burned. Churches are defaced. ‘Towns are 
ransacked. Clothing of women and infants is stripped from their 
persons. Jewelry and mementoes of the dead are stolen. Mills and 
implements of agriculture are destroyed. Private salt-works are 
broken up. The introduction of medicines is forbidden. Means of 
subsistence are wantonly wasted to produce beggary. Prisoners are 


urned with contagious diseases. The last 
‘en from families, who were not allowed to or 
branch of industry. A rigid and offensive espionage has been intro-— 
duced to ferret out “disloyalty.” Persons have been forced to choose 
‘between starvation of helpless children and taking the oath of alle- 
giance to a hated Government. The cartel for exchange of prisoners © 
has been suspended and our unfortunate soldiers subjected to the gross- 
est indignities. The wounded at Gettysburg were deprived of their 
nurses and inhumanly left to perish on the field. Helpless women 
have been exposed to the most cruel outrages and to that dishonor 
which is infinitely worsethan death. Citizens have been murdered by 
the Butlers and MeNeils and Milroys, who are favorite generals of our 
enemies. Refined and delicate ladies have been seized, bound with 
cords, imprisoned, guarded by negroes, and held as hostages for the 
return of recaptured slaves. Unoffending non-combatants have been 
‘banished or dragged from their quiet homes, to be immured in filthy 
jails. Preaching the gospel has been refused, except on conditions 
of taking the oath of allegiance. Parents have been forbidden to 
name their children in honor of ‘‘rebel” chiefs. Property has been 
confiscated. Military governors have been appointed for States, 
satraps for provinces, and Haynaus for cities. 

These cruelties and atrocities of the enemy have been exceeded by 
their malicious and bloodthirsty purposes and machinations in refer- 
ence to the slaves. Early in this war President Lincoln averred his 
constitutional inability and personal unwillingness to interfere with 
the domestic institutions of the States and the relation between master 
and servant. Prudential considerations may have been veiled under 
conscientious scruples, for Seward, in a confidential instruction to Mr. 
Adams, the minister to Great Britain, on 10th of March, 1862, said: 

If the Government of the United States should precipitately decree the imme- 


diate abolition of slavery, it would reinvigorate the declining insurrection in 
every part of the South. 


Subsequent reverses and the refractory rebelliousness of the seceded 
States caused a change of policy, and Mr. Lincoln issued his cele- 
brated proclamation, a mere brutum fulmen liberating the slaves in 
the ‘‘insurrectionary districts.” On the 24th of June, 1776, one of 
the reasons assigned by Pennsylvania for her separation from the 
mother country was that in her sister colonies the ‘‘ King had excited 
the negroes to revolt” and to imbrue their hands in the blood of their 
masters in a manner unpracticed by civilized nations.” This, prob- 
ably, had reference to the proclamation of Dunmore, the last royal 
Governor of Virginia, in 1775, declaring freedom to all servants or 
negroes, if they would join ‘‘for the reducing the colony to a proper 
sense of its duty.” The invitation to the slaves to rise against their 
masters, the suggested insurrection, caused, says Bancroft, “a thrill 
of indignation to run through Virginia, effacing all differences of 
party, and rousing one strong, impassioned purpose to drive away the 
insolent power by which it had been put forth.” <A contemporary 
annalist,, adverting to the same proclamation, said, ‘‘It was received 
with the greatest horror in all the colonies.” 

St The policy adopted by Dunmore,” says Lawrence in his Notes on 

heaton, “‘of arming the slaves against their masters was not pur- 
sued during the war of the Revolution; and when negroes were taken 
by the English they were not considered otherwise than as property 
and plunder.” Emancipation of slaves as a war measure has been 
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_ Napoleon IT was never induced to issue a proclamation for the — 

emancipation of the serfs in his war with Russia. He said: : 

— __Icould have armed against her a part of her population by proclaiming the 

_ liberty of the serfs. A great number of villages asked it of me, but I refused to 

_ avail myself of a measure which would have devoted to death thousands of 
families. 

In the discussion growing out of the treaty of peace of 1814 and the 
proffered mediation of Russia, the principle Was maintained by the 
United States that “the emancipation of enemy’s slaves is not among 

the acts of legitimate warfare.” In the instructions from John 
Quincy Adams, as Secretary of State, to Mr. Middleton, at Saint 
Petersburg, October 18, 1820, it is said: = 

The British have broadly asserted the right of emancipating slaves (private 
property) as a legitimate right of war. No such right is acknowledged as a law 
of war by writers who admit any limitation. The right of putting to death all 
prisoners in cold blood, and without special cause, might as well be pretended to 
be a law of war, or the right to use poisoned weapons, or to assassinate. 

Disregarding the teachings of the approved writers on international 
law, and the practice and claims of his own Government in its purer — 
days, President Lincoln has sought to convert the South into a San 

~ Domingo, by appealing to the cupidity, lusts, ambition, and ferocity 
of the slave. Abraham Lincoln is but the lineal descendant of Dun- 
more, and the impotent malice of each was foiled by the fidelity of 
those who, by the meanness of the conspirators, would only, if suc- 
cessful, have been seduced into idleness, filth, vice, beggary, and 
death. : 

But we tire of these indignities and enormities. They are too sick- 
ening for recital. History will hereafter pillory those who committed 
and encouraged such crimes in immortal infamy. 

General Robert E. Lee in a recent battle order stated to his invin- 
eible legions, that ‘‘the cruel foe seeks to reduce our fathers and 
mothers, our wives and children, to abject slavery.” He does not 
paint too strongly the purposes of the enemy or the consequences of 
subjugation. What has been done in certain districts is but the 
prologue of the bloody drama that will be enacted. It is well that 
every man and woman should have some just conception of the hor- 
rors of conquest. The fate of Ireland at the period of its conquest, 
and of Poland, distinctly foreshadows what would await us. The 
guillotine, in its ceaseless work of blood, would be revived for the 
execution of the ‘‘rebel leaders.” The heroes of our contest would 
be required to lay down their proud ensigns, on which are recorded 
the battle-fields of their glory, to stack their arms, lower their heads 
in humiliation and dishonor, and pass under the yoke of Abolition 
misrule and tyranny. A hateful inquisition, made atrocious by spies 
and informers; star-chamber courts, enforcing their decisions by con- 
fiscations, imprisonments, banishments, and death; a band of detect- 
ives, ferreting out secrets, lurking in every family, existing in every 
conveyance; the suppression of free speech; the deprivation of arms 
and franchises; and the ever present sense of inferiority would make 
our condition abject and miserable beyond what freemen can imagine. 
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Subjugation involves everything that the torturing malice and devil- 


ish ingenuity of our foes can suggest—the destruction of our nation- 
ality, the equalization of whites and blacks, the obliteration of State 
lines, degradation to colonial vassalage, and the reduction of many of 
our citizens to dreary, hopeless, remediless bondage. A hostile police 
would keep ‘‘order” in every town and city. Judges, like Busteed, 
would hold our courts, protected by Yankee soldiers. Churches would 
be filled by Yankee or tory preachers. Every office would be bestowed 
on aliens. Absolutism would curse us with all its vices. Super- 
added to these, sinking us into a lower abyss of degradation, we would 
be made the slaves of our slaves, hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for those upon whom God has stamped indelibly the marks of 
physical and intellectual inferiority. The past, or foreign countries, 
need not be sought unto to furnish illustrations of the heritage of 


shame that subjugation would entail. Baltimore, Saint Louis, Nash- 


ville, Knoxville, New Orleans, Vicksburg, Huntsville,,Norfolk, New 
Berne, Louisville, and Fredericksburg, are the first fruits of the 
ignominy and poverty of Yankee domination. : 

The sad story of the wrongs and indignities endured by those 
States which have been in the complete or partial possession of the 
enemy will give the best evidence of the consequences of subjuga- 
tion. Missouri, a magnificent empire of agricultural and mineral 
wealth, is to-day a smoking ruin and the theater of the most revolting 
eruelties and barbarities. The minions of tyranny consume her sub- 
stance, plunder her citizens, and destroy her peace. The sacred 
rights of freemen are struck down, and the blood of her children, ner 

“maidens, and her old men is made to flow, out of mere wantonness 
and recklessness. No whispers of freedom go unpunished, and the 
very instincts of self-preservation are outlawed. The worship of God 
and the rites of sepulture have been shamefully interrupted, and in 
many instances the cultivation of the soil is prohibited to her own 
citizens. These facts are attested by many witnesses, and it is but a 
just tribute to that noble and chivalrous people that, amid barbarities 
almost unparalleled, they still maintain a proud and defiant spirit 
toward their enemies. 

In Maryland, the judiciary, made subservient to executive absolu- 
tism, furnishes no security for individual rights or personal freedom; 
members of the Legislature are arrested and imprisoned without proc- 
ess of law or assignment of cause, and the whole land groaneth under 
the oppressions of a merciless tyranny. 

In Kentucky, the ballot box has been overthrown, free speech is 
suppressed, the most vexatious annoyances harass and embitter, and 
all the arts and appliances of an unscrupulous despotism are freely 
used to prevent the uprising of the noble patriots of ‘‘the dark and 
bloody ground.” Notes of gladness, assurances of a brighter and 
better day, reach us, and the exiles may take courage and hope for 
the future. 

In Virginia, the model of all that illustrates human heroism and 
self-denying patriotism, although the tempest of desolation has swept 
over her fair domains, no sign of repentance for her separation from 
the North can be found. Her old homesteads dismantled, her ances- 
tral relics destroyed, her people impoverished, her territory made the 
battle-ground for the rude shocks of contending hosts, and then 
divided with hireling parasites, mockingly claiming jurisdiction and 


‘ 


involved in manhood, civilization, religion, law, property, country 


‘To prevent such effects our people are now prosecuting this. 
e. It is no mere war of calculation, no contest fora particular 
f property, no barter of precious blood for filthy lucre. Everyt 


home, is at stake. We fight not for plunder, spoils, pillage, territo. 


rial conquest. The Government tempts by no prizes of “‘beauty or 


booty” to be drawn in the lottery of this war. We seek to preserve _ : 
civil freedom, honor, equality, firesides, and blood is well shed when _ 


‘shed for our family, for our friends, for our kind, for our country, 
for our God.” Burke said: i 
A State resolved to hazard its existence rather than abandon its object, must 


have an infinite advantage over that which is resolved to yield rather than carry 
its resistance beyond a certain point. 


It is better to be conquered by any other nation than by the United 
States. It is better to be a dependency of any other power than of 
that. By the condition of its existence and essential Constitution as 
now governed, it must be in perpetual hostility to us. As the Spanish 
invader burned his ships to make retreat impossible, so we cannot 
afford to take steps backward. Retreat is more dangerous than 
advance. Behind us are inferiority and degradation. Before us is 
everything enticing to a patriot. 

Our bitter and implacable foes are preparing vigorously for the 
coming campaign. Corresponding efforts should be made on our part. 
Without murmuring, our people should respond to the laws which 
the exigency demands. Every one capable of bearing arms should 
be connected with some effective military organization. The utmost 
energies of the whole population should be taxed to. produce food and 
clothing, and a spirit of cheerfulness and trust in an all-wise and 
overruling Providence should be cultivated. 

The history of the past three years has much to animate ‘us to 
renewed effort and a firmer and more assured hope. A whole people 
have given their hearts and bodies to repel the invader, and costly 
sacrifices have been made on the altar of our country. No similar 
instance is to be found of such spontaneous uprising and volunteer- 
ing. Inspired by a holy patriotism, again and again have our brave 
soldiers, with the aid of Heaven, baffled the efforts of our foes. It is 
in no arrogant spirit that we refer to successes that have cost us so 
much blood and brought sorrow to so many hearts. We may find in 
all this an earnest of what, with determined and resolute exertion, we 
can do to avert subjugation and slavery—and we cannot fail to dis- 
cern in our deliverance from so many and so great perils the interpo- 
sition of that Being who will not forsake us in the trials that are to 
come. Let us, then, looking upon the bodies of our loved and hon- 
ored dead, catch inspiration from their example, and gather renewed | 
confidence and a firmer resolve to tread, with unfaltering trust, the 
path that leads to honor and peace, although it lead through tears and 
suffering and blood. 

We have no alternative but to do our duty. We combat for prop- 
erty, homes, the honor of our wives, the future of our children, the 
preservation of our fair land from pollution, and to avert a doom 


meet 


h we can read both in the threats of our enem 
ression we have alluded to in this address. _ 


The situation is grave, but furnishes no just excuse for despondency. 
Instead of harsh criticisms on the Government and our generals; 
‘instead of bewailing the failure to accomplish impossibilities, we — 
should rather be grateful, humbly and profoundly, to a benignant 


Providence for the results that have rewarded our labors. Remem- 


_ bering the disproportion in population, in military and naval resources, 
and the deficiency of skilled labor in the South, our accomplishments 


have surpassed those recorded of any people in the annals of the 
world. There is no just reason for hopelessness or fear. Since the 
outbreak of the war the South has lost the nominal possession of the 
Mississippi River and fragments of her territory; but Federal occu- 
pancy is not conquest. The fires of patriotism still burn unquencha- 
bly in the breasts of those who are subject to foreign domination. 
We yet have in our uninterrupted control a territory which, accord- 
ing to past progress, will require the enemy ten years to overrun. 
The enemy is not free from difficulties. With an enormous debt, 
the financial convulsion, long postponed, is surely coming. Theshort 
crops in the United States and abundant harvests in Europe will 
hasten what was otherwise inevitable. Many sagacious persons at 
the North discover in the usurpations of their Government the cer- 
tain overthrow of their liberties. A large number revolt from the 
unjust war waged upon the South and would gladly bring it to an 
end. Others look with alarm upon the complete subversion of con- 
stitutional freedom by Abraham Lincoln, and feel in their own per- 


sons the bitterness of the slavery which three years of war have failed 


to inflict on the South. Brave and earnest men at the North have 
spoken out against the usurpations and cruelties daily practiced. The 
success of these men over the radical and despotic faction which now 
rules the North may open the way to peaceful negotiation and a cessa- 
tion of this bloody and unnecessary war. 

In conclusion, we exhort our fellow-citizens to be of good cheer and 
spare no labor nor sacrifices that may be necessary to enable us to 
win the campaign upon which we have just entered. We have passed 
through great trials of affliction, but suffering and humiliation are the 
school-masters that lead nations to self-reliance and independence. 
These disciplinary providences but mature and develop and solidify 
our people. We beg that the supplies, and resources of the country, 
which are ample, may be sold to the Government to support and equip 
its armies. Let all spirit of faction and past party differences be for- 
gotten in the presence of our cruel foe. Weshould not despond. We 
should be self-denying. We should labor to extend to the utmost 
the productive resources of the country. Weshould economize. The 
families of soldiers should be cared for and liberally supplied. We 
entreat from all a generous and hearty co-operation with the Govern- 


ment in all branches of its administration, and with the agents, civil | 


or military, in the performance of their duties. Moral aid has the 
‘““power of the incommunicable,” and, by united efforts, by an aill- 
comprehending and self-sacrificing patriotism, we can, with the bless- 
ing of God, avert the perils which environ us, and achieve for ourselves 
and children peace and freedom. Hitherto the Lord has interposed 
graciously to bring us victory, and in His hand there is present power 
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part of the Senate; J. W. Clapp, J. L. M. Curry, 
_ Hartridge, John Goode, jr., W. N. H. Smith, commit- 
~ tee of the House of Representatives; Thomas 8. Bocock, 
Speaker of House of Representatives; Walter Preston, 
John McQueen, Charles W. Russell, W. Lander, A. H. 
Conrow, C. J. Munnerlyn, Thomas 8. Ashe, O. R. Sin- 
gleton, J. L. Pugh, A. H. Arrington, Waller R. Staples, 
A. R. Boteler, Thomas J. Foster, W. R. Smith, Ro. J. 
Breckinridge, John M. Martin, Porter Ingram, A. H. 
Garland, E. 8. Dargan, D. Funsten, Thomas D. McDow- 
ell, J. R. McLean, R. R. Bridgers, G. W. Jones, B. S. 
Gaither, George W. Ewing, W. D. Holder, David W. 
Lewis, Henry E. Read, A. T. Davidson, M. H. Maewil- 
lie, James Lyons, Caspar W. Bell, R. B. Hilton, Charles 
J. Villeré, J. W. Moore, Lucius J. Dupré, John D. C. 
Atkins, Israel Welsh, William G. Swan, F. B. Sexton, 
: T. L. Burnett, George G. Vest, Wm. Porcher Miles, 
E. Barksdale, Charles F. Collier, P. W. Gray, W. W. 
Clark, William W. Boyce, John R. Chambliss, John 
J. McRae, John Perkins, jr., Robert Johnston, James 
Farrow, W. D. Simpson, Lucius J. Gartrell, M. D. 
' Graham, John B. Baldwin, E. M. Bruce, Thomas B. 
7 Hanly, W. P. Chilton, O. R. Kenan, C. M. Conrad, H. W. 
Bruce, David Clopton, W. B. Machen, D. C. De Jar- 
nette, H. C. Chambers, Thomas Menees, 8. A. Miller, 
James M. Baker, Robert W. Barnwell, A. G. Brown, 
Henry C. Burnett, Allen T. Caperton, John B. Clark, 
Clement C. Clay, William T. Dortch, Landon C. Haynes, 
Gustavus A. Henry, Benjamin H. Hill, R. M. T. Hun- 
ter, Robert Jemison, jr., Herschel V. Johnson, of 
Georgia, Robert W. Johnson, of Arkansas, Waldo P. 
Johnson, of Missouri, Augustus E. Maxwell, Charles 
B. Mitchel, W. S. Oldham, James L. Orr, James Phe- 
lan, Edwin G. Reade, T. J. Semmes, William E. Simms, 
Edward Sparrow, Louis T. Wigfall. 


AN ACT to make additional appropriations for the support of the Government 
of the Confederate States of America, for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the sup- 
port of the Government, in addition to appropriations heretofore 
made, for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-four. : 

WAR DEPARTMENT.—For compensation of the Secretary of War, 
Assistant Secretary, Chief of Bureau, clerks, messengers and others 
employed in the War Department, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 


; Ee. > = 
For incidental and contingent expenses of the War D epartn 
ninety thousand dollars. Sarees: RET 
For compensation of Commissioner and chief clerk of Indian aff. ir 
and incidental expenses of Bureau, two thousand one hundred an 
twenty-five dollars. si ae 

For contingent expenses of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s | 
Department, fifty thousand dollars. : os 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the Army, two hundred _ 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT.—For pay of officers and privates 
of the Army, volunteers, militia, &c., seventy-three inillion eight 
hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty-one dollars. 

For the service of the Quartermaster’s Department, one hundred 
and sixty-two million eighty-one thousand five hundred and forty- 
four dollars. . 5 

For pay of officers, their fuel and quarters, laborers, employés, 
-and agents, hire of teamsters, rent of offices, material, labor and 
building store-houses, and incidental expenses required to collect and 
preserve the tax in kind, from July the first, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-three, to June the thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
five million three hundred and thirteen thousand two hundred and 
four dollars. ‘ ; 

For railroad transportation of the articles collected under the tax 
in kind, one million five hundred thousand dollars. 

For grain bags to be used for transportation of the grain collected 
under the tax in kind, three million two hundred and forty thousand 
dollars. 

For purchase of wagons, teams and equipments, two million one | 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 


For pay of officers, non-commissioned officers and privates, and 
clerks, including current and extraordinary expenses in the Bureau 
of Conscription, four million eight hundred and sixty-eight thousand 
four hundred and sixty-seven dollars. 

For the purpose of making purchases of cotton, naval stores, and 
other produce under the direction of the President, to meet the 
engagements of the Government, and to purchase necessary army, 
navy and other supplies, twenty millions of dollars. 

For compensation of agents, sub-agents and contingent expenses of 
collecting the tax in kind on tobacco, one hundred thousand dollars. 

* * * *k * * * 


For transportation of troops and their baggage, of quartermasters’ 
stores, subsistence, ordnance and ordnance stores, from place of pur- 
chase to troops in the field, purchase of horses, mules, wagons and 
harness, purchase of lumber, nails, iron and steel for store-houses, 
quarters for troops and other repairs, hire of teamsters, laborers, &e. 
seventy million six hundred and thirty thousand four hundred and 
forty-six dollars. 

For pay for horses killed in battle, under act No. 48, section 7, and 
for which provision is to be made, one hundred thousand dollars. 

To pay for property pressed into the service of the Confederate 
States, under appraisement, and said property having been either lost 
or applied to the service, two hundred thousand dollars. 

For the sustenance of prisoners of war, under act No. 181, section 
1, and the hire of the necessary prisons, quarters, &e., for the safe- 


ssary eer ee en nine hundred anc 
: thousand dollars. 
[ANCE DEPARTMENT.—For the ordnance service in all its 
s, twenty-three million dollars. 

} ea niter and mining service, nine million five hundred thou- 
d dollars. 

NGINEER DEPARTMENT.—For engineer service, ten million dollars. 
DICAL DEPARTMENT.—For pay of physicians employed by con- 
, two hundred thousand dollars. 

. pay of nurses and cooks not enlisted or volunteers, three hun- 
and fifty thousand dollars. 

or pay of hospital laundresses, one hundred and fifty thousand 
do ars. 

_ For purchase of medical and hospital supplies, fifteen million four 
h 1undred and twenty thousand dollars. 

_ For the establishment and support of military hospitals, two hun- 
dred and fifty thousvnd dollars. 

For the pay of hospital stewards, one hundred thousand dollars. 
For the pay of matrons, assistant matrons and ward matrons, three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
B * * * 


* * * * 


For loss of slaves which have been impressed by Confederate 
authorities, or under State laws for the use of the Confederate Gov- 
ernment, and while engaged in laboring on the public defenses, have 
_ eseaped to the enemy, or died, or contracted diseases which have, 
after-their discharge, resulted fatally, three million one hundred and 
eight thousand dollars. 
“Approved February 17, 1864. . 


FEBRUARY 17, 1864. 


_ An act passed in secret session and approved this date ‘‘to organize 
bodies for the capture and destruction of the enemy's property by 
land or sea and to authorize compensation for the same.’ 

S. 194.—Introduced by Sparrow January 20, 1864. Passed Senate 
February 3, 1864. Passed Housé with amendment February 9, 1864. 
Laid on table i in Senate February 10, 1864. Senate concurred in House 
amendment February 12, 1864. Engrossed and signed February 17, 
1864. Approved February 17, 1864. — 


JOINT RESOLUTION in reference to the adoption and publication of an address 
to the people of the Confederate States. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the address to the people of the Confederate States, prepared 
and reported by the joint committee of the two Houses, appointed for 
that purpose at the present session of Congress, be and the same is 
hereby adopted as an address of the Congress of the Confederate 
States to the people of said States; * and that forty thousand copies of 


*See p. 126. 


said address be printed, with the names 
gress present at the time of its adoption. 


Approved February 17, 1864. ; : ee 


JOINT RESOLUTION explanatory of the act entitled “‘An act to lay taxes for a 


the common defense and carry on the Government,” approved the twenty-fourth 


day of April, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


Resolved by the Oongress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the daily wages of detailed soldiers and other employés of the 
Government are not liable to taxation as income, although they may 
amount in the aggregate to the sum of one thousand dollars per annum. 

Approved February 17, 1864. : 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to lay taxes for the common defense 
and carry on the Government of the Confederate States,” approved April 
twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, 


That an act entitled ‘‘ An act to lay taxes for the common defense and 


earry on the Government of the Confederate States,” approved April 


twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, be, and the same is 
hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

SECTION 1. That every person engaged, or intending to engage, in 
any business named in the fourth section of this act, shall, within 
sixty days after the passage of this act, or at the time of beginning busi- 
ness, and on the first day of January in each year thereafter, register 
with the district-collector, in such form as the Commissioner of Taxes 
shall prescribe, a true account of the name and residence of each per- 
son, firm or corporation engaged or interested in the business, with 
a statement of the time for which, and the place and manner in which, 
the same is to be conducted, and of all other facts going to ascertain 
the amount of tax upon such business, for the past or future, accord- 
ing to the provisions of this act. At the time of such registry, there 
shall be paid to the collector the specific tax for the year ending on 
the next thirty-first of December, and such other tax as may be due 
upon sales or receipts in such business, at the time of such registry, as 
herein provided; and the collector shall give to the person making 
such registry a copy thereof, with a receipt for the amount of the tax 
then paid. 

SEC. 2. That any person failing to make the registry, and to pay the 
tax required by the preceding section, shall, in addition to all other 
taxes upon his business imposed by this act, pay double the amount 
of the specific tax on such business, and a like sum for every thirty 
days of such failure. 

SEC. 3. That except where herein otherwise provided, there shall 
be a separate registry and tax for each business mentioned in the 
fourth section of this act, and for each place of conducting the same 
but no tax shall be required for the mere storage of goods at a place 
other than the registered place of business. Upon every change in 
the place of conducting a registered business there shall be a new 
registry, but no additional tax shall be required. Upon the death of 
any person conducting a business, registered and taxed as herein 


ti Ile ax, t e yn ol 
authorized by law to 
a. 
mC. 4, That upon each trade, business or occupation hereinafter | 
, the following taxes shall be levied and paid for the year end- 
ing on the thirty-first of December, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, 
and for each and every year thereafter, viz: 
_ Bankers shall pay five hundred dollars. Every person shall be 
deemed a banker, within the meaning of this act, who keeps a place 
of business where credits are opened in favor of any person, firm or 
corporation, by the deposit or collection of money or currency, and by 
whom the same or any part thereof, shall be paid out or remitted upon 
the draft, check or order of such creditor; but not to include any bank 
legally authorized to issue notes as circulation, nor agents for the sale 

- of merchandise for account of producers or manufacturers. 

Il. Auctioneers shall pay fifty dollars and two and a half per 

— centum on the gross amount of sales made: Provided, however, That | 

on all sales at auction of stock or securities for money, the tax shall 

be one-fourth of one per centum on the gross amount of sales. Every 
person shall be deemed an auctioneer, within the meaning of this act, 
whose occupation it is to offer property for sale, to the highest or best 
bidder, at public outery. The tax upon the auctioneers shall be 
deemed a tax upon the personal privilege, to be paid by each individ- 
ual engaged in the business, and without regard to the place at which 
the same is conducted. No tax shall be required upon auction sales 
made for dealers in a business registered and taxed, and at their 
place of business, upon official sales at auction, made by judicial or 
executive officers, or by personal representatives, guardians or 

~ committees. E a= ez 
III. Wholesale dealers in liquors, of any and every description, 

including distilled spirits, fermented liquors and wines of all kinds, 

shall pay two hundred dollars and five per centum on the gross 

amount of sales made. Every person, other-than the distiller or 

brewer, who shall sell, or offer for sale, any such liquors or wines, in 

quantities of more than three gallons at one time to the same pur- 
chaser, shall be regarded as a wholesale dealer in liquors within the 
meaning of this act. All persons who shall sell, or offer for sale, any 
such liquors or wines, in quantities less than three gallons at one time 
to the same person, shall be regarded as a retail dealer in liquors. 

- IV. Retail dealers in liquors, including distilled spirits, fermented 

liquors, and wines of every description, shall pay one hundred dollars 

and ten per centum on the gross amount of all sales made. 

- V. Retail dealers, whose quarterly sales shall exceed one hundred 
dollars, and shall be less than five hundred dollars, shall pay twenty- 
five dollars and two and a half per centum on the gross amount of 
sales made; and where quarterly sales exceed five hundred dollars, 
the specific tax shall be fifty dollars and two and a half per centum 
on the gross amount of sales made. Every person whose business or 
occupation it is to sell, or offer to sell, groceries or any goods, wares, 
merchandise, or other things of foreign or domestic production, in less 
quantities than a whole original piece or package at one time to the 
same person (not including wines, spirituous or malt liquors), shall 
be regarded as a retail dealer under this act: Provided, however, 
That any mechanic who shall sell only the products of the labor of 
himself and his own family, shall be exempt from this tax. 
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VI. Wholesale dealers shall pay two hundred dollars and two and 
a half per centum on the gross amount of all sales made. Every per- 
son whose business or occupation it is to sell, or offer to sell, grocer- 
ies, or any goods, wares or merchandise of foreign or domestic pro- 
duction, by one or more original packages or pieces at one time, to 
the same purchaser, not including wines, spirituous or malt liquors; 
and every person whose business it is to sell, or offer to sell, slaves, 


shall be deemed as a wholesale dealer under this act; but having been. 


registered as a wholesale dealer, such person may also sell as afore- 
said as a retailer: Provided, That contractors working for and sell- 
ing their own products exclusively to the Confederate States, to an 
amount not exceeding five thousand dollars a year, and such dealers 
as sell exclusively to consumers, and not to others to sell again, shall 
not be regarded as wholesale, but as retail dealers. 

VII. Pawnbrokers shall pay two hundred dollars. Every person 
whose business or occupation it is to take or receive by way of pledge, 
favor or exchange, any goods, wares or merchandise of any kind of 
personal property whatever, for the repayment or security of money 
lent thereon, shall be deemed a pawnbroker under this act. 

VIII. Distillers shall pay two hundred dollars and twenty per 
centum on the gross amount of all sales made; and also twenty per 
centum on the value of all liquors distilled for any other person, and 
the tax on distillers shall be a lien on the still or stills used, and upon 
the other fixtures and articles for carrying on the business, and shall 
have priority over all other liens or claims. Every person or copart- 
nership who distills or manufactures spirituous liquors for others, or 
for sale, shall be deemed a distiller under this aet: Provided, however, 
That distillers of fruit, for ninety days or less, shall pay sixty dollars, 
and also fifty cents per gallon on the first ten gallons, and two dollars 
per gallon on all spirits distilled beyond that quantity. 

IX. Brewers shall pay one hundred dollars and two and a half per 
centum on the gross amount of sales made. Every person who manu- 
factures fermented liquors, of any name or description for sale, from 
malt, wholly or in part, shall be deemed a brewer under this act. 

X. Hotels, inns, taverns and eating-houses shall be classified and 
rated according to the yearly rental, or if not rented, according to the 
estimated value of the house or property occupied, or intended to be 
occupied, as a hotel, inn, tavern or eating-house, as follows, viz: In 
cases where the actual or estimated rent shall amount to ten thousand 
dollars or more, they shall constitute the first class, and pay an annual 
sum of five hundred dollars. In cases where said rent shall be five 
thousand, and less than ten thousand dollars, they shall constitute a 
second class, and pay an annual sum of three hundred dollars. And 
in cases where said rent shall be two thousand five hundred dollars 
and less than five thousand dollars, they shall constitute the third 
class, and pay an annual sum of two hundred dollars. In cases where 
said rent shall be one thousand dollars, and less than twenty-five 
hundred dollars, they shall constitute the fourth class, and pay an 
annual sum of one hundred dollars. And in cases where said rent 
shall be less than one thousand dollars, they shall constitute the fifth 
class, and pay an annual sum of thirty dollars. Every place where 
food and lodgings, or lodgings only, are provided for travelers, 
sojourners, or boarders, in view of payment therefor, the income or 
receipts from which amount to five hundred dollars from that source 
shall be regarded a hotel, inn or tavern, under this act. 

XI. That every place where food or refreshments of any kind are 
provided for casual visitors, and sold for consumption therein, and 
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kers shall pay two hundred do! Any persorf whose 
is to purchase and sell stocks, coined money, bank notes, 
ecurities for themselves or others, or who deals in exchanges 
g to money, shall be deemed a broker under this act. 

I. Commercial brokers, or commission merchants, shall pay two 

hundred dollars and two and a half per centum upon all sales made. 

Any person or firm, except one registered as a wholesale dealer or a 

banker, whose business it is, as the agent of others, to purchase or 

Sell goods, or seek orders therefor, in original or unbroken packages, 

_ or produce consigned by others than the producers, to manage busi- 

ness matters for the owners of vessels, or for the shippers or con- 

signers of goods, or whose business it is to purchase, rent, hire or 
sell real estate or negroes, shall be deemed a commercial broker or 
commission merchant, under this act. 

XIV. Tobacconists shall pay fifty dollars and two and a half per 

_centum on the gross amount of sales. Any person whose business it 

is to sell, at retail, cigars, snuff or tobacco, in any form, shall be 

- deemed a tobacconist under this act; but registered wholesale and 

- retail dealers shall not be taxed as tobacconists. 

XV. Theaters shall pay five hundred dollars and five per centum 
on all receipts, which tax shall be paid by the owner of the building. 

_ Every edifice used for the purpose of dramatic representations, plays 

_ or performances, and not including halls rented or used occasionally 

for concerts or theatrical representations, shall be regarded as a thea- 

_ ter under this act. Each circus shall pay one hundred dollars, and a 

tax of ten dollars for each exhibition; which tax shall be paid by the 

F- manager thereof. Every building, tent, or space, or area, where feats 

of horsemanship or acrobatic sports are exhibited, shall be regarded 

_ as a circus under this act. Jugglers, and other persons exhibiting 
shows, shall pay fifty dollars. Every person who performs by sleight 

— of hand shall be regarded as a juggler under this act: Provided, That 

no registry made in one State shall be held to authorize exhibitions in 
another State, and but one registry shall be required under this act 
to authorize exhibitions in any one State. 

XVI. Bowling-alleys and billiard-rooms shall pay forty dollars for 

~ each alley or billiard-table registered, which tax shall be paid by the 

~ owner thereof. Every place or building where bowls are thrown, or 
billiards played, and open to the public with or without price, shall be 
regarded as a bowling-alley or billiard-room, respectively, under this 
act. 

XVII. Livery stable keepers shall pay fifty dollars. Any person 
whose occupation or business it is to keep horses for hire or to let 
shall be regarded as a livery stable keeper under this act. 

XVIII. Cattle brokers shall pay the sum of fifty dollars, and two 
and a half per centum on the gross amount of sales made. Any per- 
son whose business it is to buy and sell and deal in cattle, horses, 
hogs or sheep, shall be considered a cattle broker. 

XIX. Butchers and bakers shall pay the sum of fifty dollars and 
one per centum on the gross amount of the sales made. Any person 
whose business it is to butcher and sell, or offer for sale in open market, 
or otherwise, the flesh of cattle, hogs or sheep, shall be deemed a 
butcher under this act; and any person whose business it is to bake 
and sell, or offer for sale, bread, shall be deemed a baker under this 
act. 
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XX. Peddlers shall pay fifty dollars and two and a half per cent. 
on the gross sales. Any person, except persons engaged in peddling 
exclusively periodicals, books, newspapers (published in the Con- 
federate States), bibles, or religious tracts, who sells or offers to sell 
at retail, goods, wares or other commodities, traveling with his 
goods from place to place, in the streets, or through different parts of 
the country, shall be deemed a peddler under this act: Provided, 
That any peddler who sells or offers to sell dry goods, foreign or 
domestic, by one or more original pieces or packages at one time, and 
to the same person or persons as aforesaid, shall pay one hundred 
dollars and two and a half per cent. on the gross sales; and any 
person who peddles jewelry shall pay fifty dollars and two and a 
half per centum on the gross sales. The tax upon peddlers shall* be 
deemed a tax on the personal privilege, to be paid by each individual 
engaged in the business, without regard to the place at which the 
same is conducted. 

XXI. Apothecaries shall pay fifty dollars and two and a half per 
centum on the gross amount of sales made. Every person who keeps 
a shop or building where medicines are compounded or prepared 
according to prescriptions of physicians, and sold, shall be regarded 
as an apothecary under this act. 

XXII. Photographers shall pay the sum of fifty dollars and two 
and a half per centum on the gross amount of sales made. Any 
person or persons who make for sale photographs, ambrotypes, 
daguerreotypes or pictures on glass, metal, paper or other material, 
by the action of light, shall be regarded a photographer under this 
act. 

XXIII. Lawyers, actually engaged in practice, shall pay fifty dol- 
lars. Every person whose business it is, for fee or reward, to prose- 
cute or defend causes in any court of record, or other judicial tribunal 
of the Confederate States, or of any State, or give advice in relation 
to causes or matters pending therein, shall be deemed a lawyer within 
the meaning of this act. 

XXIV. Physicians, surgeons and dentists, actually engaged in the 
practice, shall pay fifty dollars. Every person whose business it is, 
for fee or reward, to prescribe remedies or perform surgical oper- 
ations for the cure of any bodily disease or ailing, shall be deemed a 
physician, surgeon or dentist, within the meaning of this act, as the 
case may be; and the provisions of paragraph number twenty-one 
shall not extend to physicians who keep on hand medicines solely for 
the purpose of making up their own prescriptions for their own 
patients. The tax upon lawyers, physicians, surgeons and dentists, 
shall be deemed a tax upon the personal privilege, to be paid by each 
individual in the business and without regard to the place at which 
the same is conducted: Provided, That the provisions of this act 
shall. not apply to physicians and surgeons exclusively engaged in 
the Confederate service. 

XXV. Confectioners shall pay fifty dollars and two and a half per 
centum on the gross amount of sales. Every person who sells at 
retail, confectionery, sweet-meats, comfits or other confects, in any 
building, shall be regarded as a confectioner under this act. 

SEC. 5. That every person registered and taxed upon the gross 
amount of sales as aforesaid, shall be required on the first day of 
July, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, to make a list or return to 
the assessor of the district, of the gross amount of such sales as 
aforesaid, viz: from the passage of this act to the thirtieth day of 
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_ June, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, inclusive, and at the end of 
_ every three months, or within twenty days thereafter, after the said 
first day of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, make a list or 


return to the assessor of the district of the gross amount of such 
sales made as aforesaid, with the amount of tax which has accrued 
or should accrue thereon, which list shall have annexed thereto a 


declaration under oath or affirmation, in form or manner as may be 


prescribed by the commissioner of taxes, that the same is true and 
correct, and shall, within such time as the collector may designate, 
by public notice, (which time shall not be less than ten nor more than 
thirty days from the date of such notice), pay to the collector the 


_ amount of tax thereupon, as aforesaid, and in default thereof, shall 
_ pay a penalty in double the amount of the tax. 


SEC. 6. That upon the salaries of all salaried persons, serving in 
any capacity whatever, except upon the salaries of persons in the 
military or naval service, there shall be levied and Collected a tax of 
one per centum on the gross amount of'such salary, when not exceed- 
ing fifteen hundred dollars, and two per centum upon any excess 
over that amount, to be levied and collected at the end of each year, 
in the manner prescribed for other taxes enumerated in this act: 
Provided, That no taxes shall be imposed by virtue of this act on the 
salary of any person receiving a salary not exceeding one thousand 
dollars per annum, or at a like rate for another period of time longer 
or shorter. 

Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause to be 
assessed and ascertained, on the first day of January next, or as soon: 
thereafter as practicable, the income and profits derived by each 
person, joint stock company and corporation, from every occupation, 
employment or business, whether registered or not, in which they 
may have been engaged, and from every investment of labor, skill, 
property or money, and the income and profits derived from any 
source whatever, except salaries, during the calendar year preceding 
the said first day of January next; and the said income and profits 
shall be ascertained, assessed and taxed in the manner hereinafter 
prescribed: 

J. If the income be derived from the rent of houses, lands, tene- 
ments, manufacturing or mining establishments, fixtures and machin- 
ery, mills, springs of salt or oil, or veins of coal, iron or other 
minerals, there shall be deducted from the gross amount of the 
annual rent a sum sufficient for the necessary annual repairs, not 
exceeding ten per centum on said rent, except that the rent derived 
from houses shall be subject to a deduction not exceeding five per 
centum for annual repairs. 

II. If the income be derived from any manufacturing or mining 
business, there shall be deducted from the gross value of the products 
of the year—first, the rent of the establishment and fixtures, if 
actually rented and not owned by the persons prosecuting the busi- 
ness; second, the cost of the labor actually hired and paid for; third, 
the actual cost of the raw material purchased and manufactured; 
fourth, if the income be derived from the production of pig metal or 
bloom iron, from the ore, there shall be deducted the cost of labor, 
food and necessary repairs. 

Ill. If the income be derived from navigating enterprises, there 
shall be deducted from the gross earnings, including the value of 
freights on goods shipped by the person running the vessel, the hire 
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of the boat or vessel, if not owned by the person running the same, 
or if owned by him, a reasonable allowance for the wear and tear of 
the same, not exceeding ten per centum per annum, and also the cost 
of running the boat or vessel. 

IV. If the income be derived by the tax-payer from boat or ship 
building, there shall be deducted from the gross receipts of his 
occupation, including the value of the boat or ship when finished, if 
built for himself, the cost of the labor actually hired and paid by 
himself, and the prime cost of the materials, if purchased by him. 

V. If the income be derived by the tax-payer from the sale of mer- 
chandise or any other property, real or personal, there shall be 
deducted from the gross amount of sales the prime cost of the prop- 
erty sold, including the cost of transportation, salaries of clerks actu- 
ally paid and the rent of the buildings employed in the business, if 
hired and not owned by himself. ; 

VI. If the income be derived by the tax-payer from any other occu- 
pation, profession, employment or business, there shall be deducted 
from the gross amount of fees, compensation, profits, earnings or 
commissions, the salaries of clerks actually paid, and the rent of the 
office or other building used in the business, if hired and not owned 
by himself, the cost of labor actually paid, and not owned by himself, 
and the cost of material other than machinery purchased for the use 
of his business, or to be converted into some other form in the course 
of his business, and in the case of mutual insurance companies the 
amount of losses paid by them during the year. The income derived 
from all other sources shall be subject to no deduction whatever, nor 
shall foreigners be subject to a tax upon any other income than that 
derived from property owned, or occupations or employments pursued 
by them within the Confederate States; and in estimating incomes 
there shall be included the interest, dividends, profits or other pro- 
ceeds of money or credits of every description, on which such interest, 
dividends, profits or other proceeds shall have accrued for the year, 
whether received or not, and the value of the estimated annual rental 
of all dwelling-houses, buildings or building-lots in cities, towns or 
villages, occupied by the owners, or owned and not occupied or hired, 
and the value of the estimated annual hire of all slaves, not engaged 
on plantations or farms, and not employed in some business or oecu- 
pations, the profits of which are taxed as income under this act. When 
the income shall be thus ascertained, all of those which do not exceed 
five hundred dollars per annum, shall be exempt from taxation. On 
all incomes received during the year over five hundred dollars and 
not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars, a tax of five per cent. shall be 
paid. On allincomes over fifteen hundred dollars, and less than three 
thousand dollars, five per cent. shall be paid on the first fifteen hun- 
dred dollars and ten per cent. on allexcess. On all incomes of or over 
three thousand dollars and less than five thousand dollars, a tax of ten 
per cent. shall be paid. On all incomes of (or) over five thousand 
dollars, and less than ten thousand dollars, a tax of twelve and a half 
per cent. shall be paid; and on all incomes of (or) over ten thousand 
dollars, a tax of fifteen per cent. shall be paid. All joint stock com- 
panies and corporations shall reserve one-tenth of the annual earn- 
ings set apart for dividend and reserve fund, to be paid to the collector 
of the Confederate tax, and the dividend then paid to the stockholder 
shall not be estimated as a part of his income for the purposes of this 
act. All persons shall give in an estimate of their income and profits 
derived from any other source whatever, and in so doing shall first 
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state the gross amount of their receipts as individuals or members of a 
_ firm or partnership, and also state particularly each item for which a 
_ deduction is to be made and the amount to be deducted for it: Pro- 
7 vided, That the incomes and profits upon which the above tax is to be 
_ imposed, shall not be deemed to include the products of lands, which 
_ are taxed in kind as hereinafter described: Provided further, That 
_ in ease the annual earnings of said joint stock companies and corpo- 
rations set apart as aforesaid, shall give a profit of more than ten and 
less than twenty per cent. upon their capital stock paid in, one-eighth 
of said sum so set apart shall be paid as a tax to the collector afore- 
said, and in case said sum so set apart shall give a profit of more than 
twenty per cent. on their capital stock paid in, one-sixth thereof shall 
be reserved and paid as aforesaid. The tax levied in this section 
shall be paid on the first day of January next, and on the first day of 
January of each year thereafter. 

SrEc. 8. That if the assessor shall be dissatisfied with the statement 
or estimate of incomes and profits derived from any source whatever, 
_ other than products in kind, which the tax-payer is required to render, 
_ or with any deduction claimed by said tax-payer, he shall select one 
_ disinterested citizen of the vicinage as a referee, and the tax-payer 

shall select another, and the two thus selected shall call in a third, 
who shall investigate and determine the facts in reference to said esti- 
mates and deductions, and fix the amount on income and profits on 
which the tax-payer shall be assessed, and a certificate, signed by a 
majority of the referees, shall be conclusive as to the amount of income 
and profits on which the tax-payer shall be assessed: Provided, That 
if any person shall fail or refuse to render the statement or estimate 
aforesaid, or shall fail or refuse to select a referee as aforesaid, the 
assessor shall select three referees, who shall fix the amount of income 
and profits on which the tax-payer shall be assessed, from the best 
evidence they can obtain, and a certificate signed by a majority of 
said referees, shall be conclusive on the tax-payer: And provided fur- 
ther, That in any case submitted to referees, if they, or a majority of 
them, shall find and certify that the statement or estimate of income 
and profits rendered by the tax-payer does not contain more than _ 
four-fifths of the true and real amount of his taxable income and 
profits, then the tax-payer, in addition to the income tax on the true 
amount of his income and profits, ascertained and assessed by the 
referees, shall pay ten per centum on the amount of said income tax, 
and the assessor shall be entitled to one-fifth of said additional ten 
per centum over and above all other fees and allowances: And pro- 
vided further, That the assessor may administer oaths to referees, 
the tax-payer, and any witness before the referees, in regard to said 
estimate and any deduction claimed, or any fact in reference thereto, 
in such form as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

Sec. 9. On all profits made by any person, partnership or corpora- 
tion, during the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two, by the purchase 
within the Confederate States, and sale during the said year, of any 
flour, corn, bacon, pork, oats, hay, rice, salt, iron or the manutfac- 
tures of iron, sugar, molasses made of cane, leather, woolen cloths, 
shoes, boots, blankets and cotton cloths, a tax of ten per centum shall 
be levied and collected, to be paid on the first day of July next: Pro- 
vided, That the tax imposed by this section shall not apply to pur- 
chases and sales made in the due course of the regular retail business, 
and shall not continue beyond the present year. 
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Sec. 10. That each farmer and planter in the Confederate States, 
shall pay and deliver to the Confederate Government, of the products 
of the present year, one-tenth of the wheat, corn, oats, rye, buck- 
wheat or rice, Irish potatoes, and of the cured hay and fodder; aiso 
one-tenth of the sugar, molasses made of cane, or of sorghum, where 
more than thirty gallons are made, cotton, wool and tobacco; the cot- 
ton ginned and packed in some secure manner, and tobacco stripped 
and packed in boxes; the cotton to be delivered by him on or before 
the first day of March, and the tobacco on or before the first day 
of July, next after their production. Each farmer or planter shall 
deliver to the Confederate Government, for its use, one-tenth of the 
peas, beans, and ground peas produced and gathered by him during 
the present year. As soon as each of the aforesaid crops are made 
ready for market, the tax assessor, in case of disagreement between 
him and the tax-payer, shall proceed to estimate the same, in the fol- 
lowing manner: The assessor and tax-payer shall each select a dis- 
interested freeholder from the vicinage, who may call in a third, in 
case of a difference of opinion, to settle the matter in dispute; or if the 
tax-payer neglects or refuses to select one such freeholder, the said 
assessor shall select two, who shall proceed to assess the crops as 
herein provided. They shall ascertain the amount of the crops, either 
by actual measurement or by computing the contents of the rooms or 
houses in which they are held, when a correct computation is practi- 
eable by such a method, and the appraisers shall then estimate, under 
oath, the quantity and quality of said crops, including what may have 
been sold or consumed by the producer, prior to said estimate, whether 
gathered or not, excepting from said estimates such portion of said 
crops as may be necessary to raise and fatten the hogs of such farmer, 
planter or grazier for pork: Provided, That the following persons 
shall be exempt from the payment of the tax in kind, imposed by this 
section, viz: 

I. Each head of a family not worth more (than) five hundred 
dollars. 

II. Each head of a family with minor children, not worth more than 
five hundred dollars for himself, and one hundred dollars for each 
minor living with him, and five hundred dollars in addition thereto 
for each minor son he has living or may have lost, or had disabled in 
the military or naval service. 

Ill. Each officer, soldier or seaman, in the Army or Navy, or who 
has been discharged therefrom for wounds, and is not worth more than 
one thousand dollars. 

IV. Each widow of any officer, soldier or seaman, who has died in 
the military or naval service, the widow not worth more than one 
thousand dollars: Provided, That in all eases where the farmer or 
planter does not produce more than fifty bushels of Irish potatoes, 
two hundred bushels of corn, or twenty bushels of peas and beans 
he shall not be subject to the tax in kind on said articles, or either of 
them; and the forage derived from the corn plant shall, also be exempt 
in all cases where the corn is not taxed in kind; neither shall any 
farmer or planter, who does not produce more than ten pounds of 
wool, or more than fifteen pounds of ginned cotton for each member 
of the family, be subject to said tax in kind. The tax assessor, after 
allowing the exemptions authorized in this section, shall assess the 
value of the portion of said crops to which the Government is entitled, 
and shall give a written statement of this estimate to the collector, 
and a copy of the same to the producer, The said producer shall be 
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required to deliver the wheat, corn, oats, rye, buckwheat, rice, peas, 


beans, cured hay and fodder, sugar, molasses of cane or sorghum, | 


_ wool, thus to be paid as a tithe in kind, after they have been estimated 
as aforesaid, in such form and ordinary marketable condition as may 
be usual in the section in which they are to be delivered, within thirty 
days from the date of notice given by the agent of collection that he 
is ready to receive such produce, (except cotton and tobacco shall be 
delivered in the manner and at the times hereinbefore provided), 
at some depot not more than twelve miles from the place of produc- 
tion, and if not delivered by the times and in the order stated, he 
shall be liable to pay five times the estimated value of the portion 
aforesaid, to be collected by the tax collector as hereinafter prescribed: 
Provided, That post quartermasters may direct such delivery to be 
made at any time within five months after the date of said estimates, 
under the sanction of the penalty aforesaid, and that producers shall 
be paid the expenses of the transportation of their tithes from the 
place of production to the place or delivery, at the usual rates of 
compensation paid by the Government in the State in which the 
delivery is made. Such delivery, when required to be made of grain 
in bushels, shall be made in bushels according to the Government 
standard of weight per bushel: Provided, That the Government shall 
be bound to furnish to the producer sacks for the delivery of such 
articles of grain as require to be put in sacks for transportation, and 
shall allow to the producers of molasses the cost of the barrels contain- 
ing the same. The said estimates shall be conclusive evidence of the 
amount in money of the tax due by the producer to the Government, 
and the collector is hereby authorized to proceed to collect the same 
by issuing a warrant of distress from his office, under his signature, 
in the nature of a writ of fiert facias, and by virtue of the same to 
seize and sell any personal property on the premises of the tax-payer 
or elsewhere, belonging to him, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary for the purpose of paying the tax, and the increase aforesaid and 
costs; and said sale shall be made in the manner and form, and after 
the notice required by the laws of the several States, for judicial sales 
of personal property; and the said warrant of distress may be exe- 
cuted by the tax collector, or any deputy appointed by him for that 
purpose, and the deputy executing the warrant shall be entitled to 
the same fees as are allowed in the respective States, to sheriffs exe- 
cuting writs of fiert facias; said fees to be paid as cost by the tax- 
payer: Provided, That in all cases where the assessor and tax-payer 
agree on the assessment of the crops, and the value of the portion 
thereof to which the Government is entitled, no other assessment 
shall be necessary; but the estimate agreed on shall be reduced to 
writing, and signed bythe assessor and tax-payer, and have the same 
force and effect as the assessment and estimate of disinterested free- 
holders, hereinbefore mentioned; and two copies of such assessment 
and estimate, thus agreed on and signed as aforesaid, shall be made, 
and one delivered to the producer, and the other to the collector: And 
provided further, That the assessor is hereby authorized to administer 
oaths to the tax-payer and to witness in regard to any item of the 
estimate herein required to be made: And provided further, When 
agricultural produce in kind is paid for taxes, if payment be made 
by a tenant, who is bound to pay his rent in kind, the tenth part of 
said rent in kind shall be paid in kind by the tenant to the Govern- 
ment, as and for the tax of the lessor on said rent; and the receipt of 
the Government officer shall release the lessor from all obligation to 
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2 
include such rent in kind in his statement of income; and discharge 
the tenant from so much of his rent to the lessor. 

Sec. 11. That every farmer, planter or grazier, or other person who 
slaughters hogs, shall exhibit to the assessor on or about the first of 
March, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, an account of all the hogs 
he may have slaughtered since the passage of this act, and before that 
time. After the delivery of this estimate to the post quartermaster 
hereinafter mentioned, by the assessor, the said farmer, planter, 
grazier, or other person who slaughters hogs shall deliver an equiva- 
lent for one-tenth of the same in cured bacon, at the rate of sixty 
pounds of bacon to the one hundredweight of pork; that on the first 
of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, an estimate shall be 
made, as hereinbefore provided, of the value of all neat cattle, horses, 
mules not used in cultivation, and asses owned by each person in the 
Confederate States, and upon such value the said owner shall be 
taxed one per centum, to be paid on the first day of January next 
ensuing. If the grazier, planter or farmer shall have sold beeves 
since the passage of this act, and prior to the first day of November, 
the gross proceeds of such sales shall be estimated and taxed as 
income, after deducting therefrom the money actually paid for the 
purchase of such beeves, if they have been actually purchased, and 
the value of the corn or peas consumed by them. The estimate of 
these items shall be made, in case of disagreement between the 
assessor and tax-payer, as herein provided in other cases of income 
tax: Provided, That no farmer, planter, grazier, or other person, who 
shall not slaughter more than two hundred and fifty pounds of net 
pork during any year, shall be subject to the bacon tithe imposed by 
this section; and every officer, soldier or seaman, in the military or 
naval service, or who may have been discharged therefrom on account 
of wounds, or physical disability, and any widow of such officer, sol- 
dier or seaman, or any head of a family, who does not own more than 
two cows and calves, shall be exempt from the tax imposed by this 
section on neat cattle. 

SEC. 12. That the Secretary of War shall divide the service of the 
Quartermaster’s Department into two branches—one herein denom- 
inated post quartermasters, for the collection of the articles paid for 
taxes in kind, and the other for distribution to the proper points for 
supplying the Army, and for delivering cotton and tobacco to the 
agents of the Secretary of the Treasury. The tax assessor shall 
transfer the estimate of articles due from each person by way of a tax 
in kind, to the duly authorized post quartermaster, taking from the 
said quartermaster a receipt, which shall be filed as a voucher with 
the chief collector in settling his account, and a copy of this receipt 
Shall be furnished by the chief collector to the auditor settling the 
post quartermaster’s account as a charge against him. The post 
quartermaster receiving the estimate shall collect from the tax-payer 
the articles which it specifies, and which he is bound to pay and 
deliver as a tax to the Confederate Government. The post quarter- 
master shall be liable for the safe custody of the articles placed in 
his care, and shall account for the same by showing that after proper 
deductions from unavoidable loss, the residue has been delivered to 
the distributing agents as evidenced by their receipts. The said post 
quartermasters shall also state the accounts of the quartermasters 
receiving from him the articles delivered in payment of taxes in kind 
at his depot, and make a monthly report of the same to such officer as 
the Secretary of War may designate: Provided, That in ease the post 
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_ quartermaster shall be unable to collect the tax in kind specified in 

_ the estimate delivered to him as aforesaid, he shall deliver to the dis- 
trict tax collector said estimate as a basis for the distress warrant 
authorized to be issued, and take a receipt therefor, and forward the 
same to the chief tax collector as a credit in the statement of the 
accounts of said post quartermaster: Provided, That any partial pay- 

-ment of said tax in kind shall be indorsed on said estimate before 
delivering the same to the district tax collector as aforesaid, and the 
receipt given to him therefor by the district tax collector, shall specify 
such partial payment. When the articles thus collected, through 
the payment of taxes in kind have been received at the depot as afore- 
said, they shall be distributed to the agents of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, if they consist of cotton or tobacco, or if they be suitable 
for forage or subsistence, to such places and in such manner as the 
Secretary of War may prescribe. The wool collected under this act 
shall be retained by the Quartermaster’s Department as supplies. 
Should the Secretary of War find that some of the agricultural produce 
thus paid in and suitable for forage and subsistence, has been or will 
be deposited in places where it cannot be used either directly or indi- 
rectly for these purposes, he shall cause the same to be sold in such 
manner as he may prescribe, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
paid into the Treasury of the Confederate States. Should, however, 
the Secretary of War notify the Secretary of the Treasury that it 
would be impracticable for him to collect or use the articles taxed in 
kind, or any of them to be received in certain districts or localities, 
then the Secretary of the Treasury shall proceed to collect in said 
district or locality the money value of said articles specified in said 
estimate and not required in kind, and said money value shall be due 
on the first day of January in each and every year, and be collected 
as soon thereafter as practicable; and where in districts heretofore, 
or which may hereafter be ascertained to be so impracticable, quar- 
termasters or commissaries serving with troops in the field, shall have 
collected or may hereafter collect from producers any portion of their 
tax in kind, the receipts of such officers shall be held good to the pro- 
ducers against the collection of the money value of their tax, to the 
extent and value of such portions as may have been or may be here- 
after collected. And where assessments in practicable localities have 
been made and transferred to post quartermasters, and transportation 
is difficult to be obtained, the supply of grain sacks insufficient, or the 
amount of produce receivable is too small to justify the expenses of 
collection, post quartermasters, with approval of their superior officer, 
shall be authorized to transfer the estimates to district collectors, to be 
collected in their money value only. 

Sec. 13. That the assessors, whose duty it is under said act to esti- 
mate the taxes in kind, shall be appointed by the Secretary of War, 
and their duties shall be the same, and the duties shall be executed 
in the same manner as prescribed by sections ten, eleven and twelve 
of this act, in reference to the estimates and assessment of taxes in 
kind on agricultural products and slaughtered hogs; and there may 
be one assessor appointed for each practicable tax district, and he 
shall take the oath as assessor of taxes in kind, prescribed by section 
five of the act for the assessment and collection of taxes, approved 
May first, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, which oath shall be 
delivered to such officer as the Secretary of War may designate. And 
the assessors of taxes in kind shall be separate and distinct from the 
assessors of money tax, and shall be subject to the exclusive direction 
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and control of the War Department, and shall receive the same com- 
pensation, for such time as they may be employed, as is allowed to 
other agents of the Quartermaster’s Department. 

Sxc. 14. That the estimates of incomes and profits, other than those 
payable in kind, and the statements or bills for the amount of the 
specific tax on occupations, employments, business and professions, 
and of taxes on gross sales, shall be delivered by the assessor to the 
collector of the district, who shall give him a receipt for the same, 
and the said assessor shall file his receipt with the chief tax collector 
of the State, and the collector of the district holding said estimates, 
statements or bills, shall proceed to collect the same from the tax- 
payer. The money thus collected shall be paid to the ehief tax col- 
lector of the State, and the estimates, statements or bills aforesaid, 
shall be arranged by the assessor, and general lists shall be made 
from them in the same manner and for the same purposes designated 
by section thirteen of the assessment act. ; 

Sec. 15. That every person who, as trustee, guardian, tutor, curator, 
or committee, executor or administrator, or as agent, attorney in fact, 
or factor of any person or persons, whether residing in the Confederate 
States or not, and every receiver in chancery, clerk, register, or other 
officer of any court, shall be answerable for the doing of all such acts, 
matters and things as shall be required to be done in order to the 
assessment of the money, property, products and income under their 
control and the payment of taxes thereon, and shall be indemnified - 
against all and every person for all payments on account of taxes 
herein specified, and shall be responsible for all taxes due from the 
estates, income, money or property in their possession or under their 
control. 

SEc. 16. The income and moneys of hospitals, asylums, churches, 
schools and colleges shall be exempt from taxation under the pro- 
visions of this act. 

SEC. 17. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to make all rules and regulations necessary to the oper- 
ations of this act and not inconsistent herewith. 

SEc. 18. This act shall be in force for two years after the expira- 
tion of the present year, and the taxes herein imposed for the present 
year shall be levied and collected each year thereafter in the manner 
and form herein prescribed, and for the said time of two years, unless 
this act shall be sooner repealed. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


STATE OF GEORGIA, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Atlanta, February 17, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Riehmond, Va.: 

Str: [ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my returned 
communication to you of the 30th ultimo. I respectfully express m y 
thanks for the promptness with which my communication was hon- 
ored. Iam fearful, however, that the indorsement of Quartermaster- 
General A. R. Lawton will not remove the impediments thrown in 
the way of my agents by military commanders. I therefore inclose 
you this indorsement, and beg that you will furnish me such an order as 
will enable me to secure the supplies which General Lawton expresses 
a willingness I should collect. It is far from being the intention of 


3% a 


department to come into competition with officers of the Con- 
_ federate States. Our only desire is to relieve the necessities of. 
_ Georgia troops in Confederate service. To this end we are anxious 
_ tosecure supplies in Florida, which, if not collected by us, may be 
lost, either through the approach of the enemy or the forgetfulness of - 
our own people. If the order solicited be granted it will assist this 
department materially in shoeing and clothing those troops from 
_ Georgia whose wants may exceed the supplies of the Confederate 
Quartermaster’s Department during the coming autumn and winter, 
should the necessities of our country then demand their presence on 
the field. 
Pleading, then, the necessities of our suffering troops as an apol- 
ogy for my importunity, and trusting to your usual promptness, 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
z IRA R. FOSTER, 
Quartermaster-General of Georgia. 


RIcHMonND, VA., February, 17, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 


; DEAR Sir: I am in receipt of your private letter of the 4th instant 
, informing me that upon reflection you doubt the propriety of pub- 

lishing in full my letter according to the permission given in answer 
to your request, and that you propose to have the substance of it pub- 
lished in the Fayetteville Observer. * 

You must pardon me for declining to have my correspondence thus 
changed for presentation to the public. You can use your own dis- 
cretion as to the publication of my letter as it was written to you. 
Your letter of the 4th instant was laid on my table with a mass of 
correspondence and escaped my attention, which fact must form my 
apology for the delay in this answer. 

I remain, very truly and respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, February 17, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR Sir: You will see by the inclosed letter from J. M. Seixast 
the result of my efforts to get back the cotton loaned the Confederate 
Government and which you ordered to be returned. It amounts prac- 
tically to a refusal of payment and to a stoppage of my shipments 
altogether, as it is utterly impossible to get a train to bring cotton 
from Georgia or anywhere else. If the Confederate Government is 
determined to impose upon the owners of these steamers the tax of 
one-third their capacity it seems unreasonable to deprive them of the 
means of running them altogether. That I have been always anxious 
to accommodate the General Government in every possible way I 
think may be safely asserted, but that I have been disinterested in 
doing so my reward will testify beyond a doubt. 

I an, sir, very respectfully, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


® See Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, for correspondence between Davis and Vance. 
+ Not found. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, February 18, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

If the State of North Carolina were to buy a third of the steamers 
Don and Hansa, would they be released from the existing regulation 
in regard to carrying cotton for Confederacy? They are already 
under my control by virtue of the within contract.* What permit is 
now required for shipping cotton under the recent act of Congress? 
The steamer Advance has again arrived. 


Respectfully, yours, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 19, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, &c.: 

GENERAL: The pressure of business incident to the close of the ses- 
sion of Congress, engrossing every moment of my time, must be my 
excuse for not having sooner replied to your letter of the 16th instant. + 
I am happy to concur with you entirely in thinking it advisable to 
obtain supplies of provisions in exchange for cotton and tobacco, even 
if portions of the latter are received by the enemy in such transactions. 
Indeed, I had anticipated your views by instructions to the commis- 
saries to pay for all meat brought to them from the border counties, 
whether from within the enemy’s lines or not, at the option of the 
parties, in such products. Nor in my anxiety to provide for the 
Army have I hesitated to make contracts, some of them of large 
amount, with parties believed to be loyal and yet capable of carrying 
them out, for the delivery of provisions and other necessary stores to 
be brought from within the enemy’s lines. Some provisions have 
already been obtained in this way, and strong confidence is felt that 
the quantity will be largely increased. Full confidence is felt in your 
own discretion with regard to such arrangements, and you are author- 
ized to make them, if opportunity offers, within your command. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


No. 6A.] No. 48 AVENUE GABRIELLE, PARIS, 
February 19, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: My last dispatch was No. 5A, of 12th instant (duplicate of 
which I inclose). I have also the honor to inclose account current 
with your Department to 31st of December, with memorandum 
of payments to Lieutenant-Colonel Rhett;{ since that date, by 
which you will perceive Iam in advance beyond warrants on hand 
£108,6293—fr. 2,737,442.16, besides the drafts of Maj. R. P. Waller, 
of which I advised you in my last. Major Huse further owes, besides 
the sums I have advanced him, the sum of £127,543 12s. 4d. On the 


* Omitted. {See Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 1180. +t Not found. 
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r hand, Mr. W. G. Crenshaw has a draft on me for £40,000, and 


Id by Maj. J. B. Ferguson. | 
Inclosed you will also find copy of a letter received yesterday from 


_ London from Major Huse, which will show you the present condition — 


of the Isaac, Campbell & Co. accounts. I have no communications 
direct from Messrs. Ball, Quilter & Co. All these developments only 
increase my anxiety to hear that you are in possession or control of 
the £50,000 gold in the Confederacy. I note your remarks and instruc- 
tions relative to the settlement of the account of Isaac, Campbell & 
Co., and will endeavor to arrange it as may seem best, with due regard 
to justice and the credit of the Government, which will be best. pre- 
served by avoiding any unnecessary éclat. 

With regard to your remarks relative to Major Huse, I am hardly 
ready at this moment to expressing final opinion, but I deem it due to 
him to say that although he has made some very serious mistakes, I 
think there is no good reason to suspect his integrity, and that he has 
always sought what seemed the best interests of the Government, and 
has with all his mistakes really been of great service and done great 
good, and that you should take into consideration the immense 
labors which he has been compelled to discharge almost singly, and 
which forced him to place great confidence in some leading house, 
which was unfortunately, as you surmise, much misplaced in the case 
of Isaac, Campbell & Co., but I can see no reason to believe there has 
been any collusion with them. In confirmation of the above views, I 
inelose you letters from Hon. John Slidell and Emile V. Erlanger, 
which you will perceive do not agree with the charges of extravagance 
against him; and I will further add that these opinions are, I believe, 
concurred in by the leading houses with whom he has dealt, and by the 
accountants examining his accounts. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
C. J. McRAH, 
Agent of the Loan. 


[Indorsement. ] 
APRIL 5, 1864. 


To Colonel Bayne for examination and return. How is such indebt- 
edness to be liquidated ? 


a Poh Sale 
: Secretary. 
{Inclosure No. 1.] 
No. 5A. ] 48 AVENUE GABRIELLE, PARIS, 


February 12, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 
29th of December inclosing copy of the one of the 26th of September. 
Of the contents of the latter I had been fully informed before I wrote 
you on the 18th of December. 

I am also in receipt of a letter from the Quartermaster-General, 
A. R. Lawton, approved by you, of the 17th of December, informing 
me that Maj. R. P. Waller, the purchasing officer of the Quarter- 
master’s Department at Nassau, has been authorized to draw on me 
at sixty and ninety days’ sight for £20,000. With these letters came 
one from Major Waller, advising that he had drawn for £11,436 18s. 


re is a balance still unpaid of £35,000 on a warrant for £85,000 A 
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1d., and that he would soon draw for the balance. Drafts for £6,648 
9s. 7d. have already appeared. My dispatches to you of the 27th of 
November and 18th of December, Nos. 3 and 4 of series A, have fully 
informed you that there is no money in my hands for you or any other 
department of the Government. The fact is that the loan account 
has already been overdrawn by over £200,000, but as the warrants in 
excess are in the hands of our own officers or people, to wit, Major Huse, 
Captain Bulloch, Major Ferguson, and Captain Crenshaw, our credit 
does not suffer except as it is injured by these officers not being able 
to meet their engagements. This, however, is not the case with the 
drafts of Major Waller, which have passed into the hands of third 
parties, and I have concluded to accept them, although I do not 
see clearly where I am to get the money to meet them. I inclose a 
copy of a letter which I have to-day written to Major Waller, which I 
hope will meet with your approval. : 

I note what you say about the account of Major Huse and Messrs. 
S. Isaac, Campbell & Co. On the 22d ultimo Mr. Bloodgood and 
myself wrote you on that subject. To-day we are informed by Major 
Huse that 8S. Isaac, Campbell & Co. have presented a new account, but 
as neither of us have seen it, and Messrs. Quilter, Ball & Co. have 
not reported on it, we can give you no further information, and judg- 
ing from the tenor of your letter I do not suppose you care to be 
troubled with the matter until we are prepared to make a final report. 
It is quite evident that the house expected to make larger profits by 
their connection with our Government, and many of their accounts 
will not stand a strict scrutiny; but as the Government seems dis- 
posed to connect all its operations for procuring supplies with private 
enterprise, we shall gain nothing by having broken with that firm. 
The fable of the fox and the flies is as true now as it was in days of 
Adsop. 

If some such policy as was recommended in my dispatch of the 7th 
of October had been adopted I could have obtained as many boats as 
might have been desired to run on Government account alone. I 
shall write you more fully on this subject by the Bermuda mail, which 
leaves this day week. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
C. J. MCRAE, 
Agent, &e. 


[Sub-inclosure. ] 


48 AVENUE GABRIELLE, PARIS, 
February 12, 1864. 
Maj. RICHARD P. WALLER, C. 8. Army, 
Nassau, New Providence: 

Sir: Lam receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo, advising me that 
you had been authorized by the Quartermaster-General, approved 
by the Secretary of War, to draw on me at Paris for £10,000 at sixty 
days, and £10,000 at ninety days. I am also in receipt of a letter 
from the Quartermaster-General, approved by the Secretary of War 
informing me that such authority had been given to you, and asking 
me to meet your drafts from any funds of the War Department at my 
command. There are no funds of the War Department at my com- 
mand, and I regret that you drew the drafts without consulting me. 
When the Secretary of War authorized you to draw on me I suppose 
he was under the impression that the proceeds of all cotton shipped 
to Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm & Co. on account of the various bureaus 
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of his Department would be subject to my control. Owing, however, 
to the want of proper instructions Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm & Co. do 
not feel authorized to transfer the funds of the Department from one 
bureau to another on my order; besides, these gentlemen inform 
me that the proceeds of all cotton received by them on account of the 
War Department are always anticipated by drafts from yourself and 
the other purchasing officers at Nassau and Bermuda. 

You will thus see the dilemma in which I am placed by the appear- 
ance of your drafts. To refuse them would entirely destroy your credit 
at Nassau, and to accept them without knowing where the money is 
to be had to meet them would have quite as fatal an effect here and 
in England, where our credit again begins to look up. I shall, how- 
ever, take the latter risk, and accept the bills you have already drawn, 
provided they do not exceed £20,000; but you must not on any 
account draw again unless I should advise you that Iam in funds, 
as it would only result in having your bills dishonored. When the 
Secretary of War gave you authority to draw on me he was under the 
entire misapprehension as to the state of our finances in Europe. 
Of the drafts advised of in your letter of the 16th of January the 
following have been presented and will be accepted: 


Sixty days drafts in favor of— 


z& Sa al. 

B. Whitworth & Bro.____- as. Ee APRS. 400 0 0 
WoUMOV CONIC en yaete tet tag ne pe ee Se 000 Rene 0) : 
Bonvmucdmel optlerrdés. Co Jia esos 2. 252222 se. 5. 176007 0-0 2 a a. 
3,600 0 0 

Ninety days: 

Wise BuStOrTeuby CSC) sen en 98 Swen eases Se 1,062 10 0 

JETNEY-6o Mell ois Guat ewe ae ee 5d OmertO ear 

Ela eCLOTs CeO eee te ee een er ees 475 0 
8,048 9 7% 
6,648 9 7 


Two other drafts of £250 each, dated 14th of January, in favor of 
H. W. Goldning, esq., and Messrs. Servine, Morris & Co. (Nos. 265 and 
269), have been presented, which are not advised of in your letter; 
consequently they will not be accepted until I have further advice 
from you. In all instances when you draw on me advise me of the 
same. 

With much respect, your obedient servant, 
C. J. MCRAE, 
Agent, Ke. 


[Inelosure No, 2.] 


3 MORGATE STREET, E. C., LONDON, 
February 17, 1864. 
GENTLEMEN: Major Huse desires me to say that the new accounts 
have been received from Messrs. Isaac, Campbell & Co., but they 
appear to be entirely unsatisfactory. While some corrections have 
been properly made the accounts are deficient in many respects; the 
matter of commissions is sought to be evaded by deducting them. 
Major Huse has handed the papers to Messrs. Quilter, Ball & Co. to 
elicit their opinion before submitting them to you. They will throw 
some important light on the ee By ee Jaa cs 
é oe e ‘y respectfu your obedient servant, 
Iam, gentlemen, very respectfully, ) eee MOKINSIE. 
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Paris, February 14, 1864. 

Hon. C. J. MCRAE: 

My Dzar SiR: I cheerfully comply with your request to state what 
I know of Major Huse in connection with certain rumors respecting 
his mode of living, &c. I have seen much of Major Huse since I have 
been in Europe, and everything that I have seen has impressed me 
most favorably in his behalf. He lives with great simplicity and 
economy in the suburbs of Paris, occupying a house belonging to 
Messrs. Erlanger & Co., for which J have always understood that he 
pays no rent. He has always seemed to me to be animated by an 
anxious desire to perform most scrupulously and consistently the 
duties intrusted to him. 


Very truly, yours 
see hes ON JOHN SLIDELL. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


Paris, February 13, 1864. 
C. J. MCRAE, Esq., 
48 Avenue Gabrielle, Paris: 

DEAR SiR: In the correspondence published in the New York 
Herald, and attributed to Mr. Charles Lamar, I read that Major Huse 
is said ‘‘ to have received from his English friends a country house at 
Auteuil, near Paris, where he lives in great style.” Now, I think it 
my duty to inform you that the country house where Major Huse 
lives is mine; that I am the owner of several country houses in Auteuil 
which I do not like to let, and that I have offered Major Huse 
and Colonel Bulloch the use of one of these houses, which is fur- 
nished, during their stay in Paris and as long as I should not want 
the house myself. Iam not called to express any opinion on the 
character of Major Huse, but I will say so much that, when in our 
early negotiations about the loan we desired Major Huse to take out 
the proposition for the Confederate States (which he was willing to 
do), and offered him for the danger he would be exposed to by running 
the blockade a compensation, he declined it, saying that in his 
capacity as a Confederate officer he thought he had no right to 
accept it. 

A man’s character is easily stained by false assertions, and I think 
it a duty to establish truth whenever to my knowledge false state- 
ments have been made. 

Believe me, dear sir, very truly, yours, 
EMILE V. ERLANGER. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, February 20, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of the 16th [15th] instant,* mentioning the measures you deem it 
expedient to adopt for the return of men who may be unnecessarily 
absent from your army. I should be gratified to have such examin- 
ation made as you suggest to determine how far detailed or disabled 


* See Series I, Vol. XXXIII, p. 1173. 


men may be returned. The commission named by you will receive 


the sanction of the Department, and its authority will be given to 
the measures you propose. The Adjutant-General will be directed to 
issue the proper orders. : 
_ Your suggestion, made by letter of the same date, to break up cer- 
tain of the smaller hospitals in Virginia has been referred to the 
Surgeon-General for consideration and report. I am inclined to 
think, from my personal knowledge, that the hospital at Huguenot 
Springs, from its vicinity to Righmond and the advantages it affords, © 
had best be continued. In respect to the others, my impression 
inclines to concur with you. 
Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 21. Richmond, February 20, 1864. 


The following act of Congress is published for the information of 
the Army: 


AN ACT to reduce the currency and to authorize a new issue of notes and bonds. 


SECTION 1. The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the 
holders of all Treasury notes above the denomination of five dollars, not bearing 
interest, shall be allowed until the first day of April, 1864, east of the Mississippi 
River, and until the 1st day of July, 1864, west of the Mississippi River, to fund 
the same, and until the periods and at the places stated the holders of all such 
Treasury notes shall be allowed to fund the same in registered bonds payable 
twenty years after their date, bearing interest at the rate of four per cent. per 
annum, payable on the 1st day of January and July of each year. 

Src. 2. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue the bonds 
required for the funding provided for in the preceding section; and until the 
bonds can be prepared, he may issue certificates to answer the purpose. Such 
bonds and certificates shall be receivable, without interest, in payment of all 
Government dues payable in the year 1864, except export and import duties. 

Sec. 3. That all Treasury notes of the denomination of one hundred dollars not 
bearing imterest, which shall not be presented for funding under the provisions 
of the first section of this act, shall, from and after the first day of April, 1864, 
east of the Mississippi River, and the first day of July, 1864, west of the Missis- 
sippi River, cease to be receivable in the payment of public dues, and said notes, 
if not so presented at that time, shall, in addition to the tax of thirty-three and 
one-third cents imposed in the fourth section of this act, be subject toa tax of ten 
per cent. per month until so presented; which taxes shall attach to said notes 
wherever circulated, and shall be deducted from the face of said notes whenever 
presented for payment or for funding, and said notes shall not be exchangeable 
for the new issue of Treasury notes provided for in this act. 

Src. 4. That on all said Treasury notes not funded or used in payment of taxes 
at the dates and places prescribed in the first section of this act, there shall be 
levied at said dates and places a tax of thirty-three and one-third cents for every 
dollar promised on the face of said notes. Said tax shall attach to said notes 
wherever circulated, and shall be collected by deducting the same at the Treas- 
ury, its depositories, and by the tax collectors, and by all Government officers 
receiving the same, whenever presented for payment or for funding, or in pay- 
ment of Government dues, or for postage, or in exchange for new notes as here- 
inafter provided, and said Treasury notes shall be fundable in bonds, as provided 
in the first section of this act, until the 1st day of January, 1865, at the rate of 
sixty-six and two-thirds cents on the dollar, and it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, at any time between the 1st of April, east, and the 1st of 
July, 1864, west of the Mississippi River, and the ist of January, 1865, te substi- 
tute and exchange new Treasury notes for the same, at the rate of sixty-six and 
two-thirds cents on the dollar: Provided, That notes of the denomination of one 
hundred dollars shall not be entitled to the privilege of said exchange: Provided 
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further, That the right to fund any of said Treasury notes after first day of Janu- 
ary, 1865, is hereby taken away: And provided further, That upon all such 
Treasury notes which may remain outstanding on the first day of January, 1865, 
and which may not be exchanged for new Treasury notes, as herein provided, a 
tax of one hundred per cent. is hereby imposed. : ; 

Sxc. 5. That after the first day of April next all authority heretofore given to 
the Secretary of the EBay to issue Treasury notes shall be, and [the same] is 
hereby, revoked: Provided, The Secretary of the Treasury may, after that time, 
issue new Treasury notes, in such form as he may prescribe, payable two years 
after the ratification of a treaty of peace with the United States, said new issues to 
be receivable in payment of all public dues except export and import duties, and to 
be issued in exchange for old notes at the rate of two dollars of the new for three 
dollars of the old issues, whether said old notes be surrendered for exchange by 
the holders thereof or be received into the Treasury under the provisions of this 
act; and the holders of the new notes or of the old notes, except those of the 
denomination of one hundred dollars after they are reduced to sixty-six and two- 
thirds cents on the dollar by the tax aforesaid, may convert the same into call 
certificates, bearing interest at the rate of four per cent. per annum, and payable 
two years after the ratification of a treaty of peace with the United States, unless 
sooner converted into new notes. 

Src. 6. That to pay the expenses of the Government not otherwise provided for, 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue six per cent. bonds, to 
an amount not exceeding five hundred millions of dollars, the principal and 
interest whereof shall be free from taxation ; and for the payment of the interest 
thereon the entire net receipts of any export duty hereafter laid on the value of 
all cotton, tobacco, and naval stores, which shall be exported from the Confed- 
erate States, and the net proceeds of the import duties now laid, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary to pay annually the interest, are hereby specially 
pledged: Provided, That the duties now laid upon imports and hereby pledged 
shall hereafter be paid in specie, or in sterling exchange, or in the coupons of 
said bonds. 

Sec. 7. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized from time to 
time, as the wants of the Treasury may require it, to sell or hypothecate for 
Treasury notes said bonds or any part thereof, upon the best terms he can, so as 
to meet appropriations by Congress and at the same time reduce and restrict 
tie amount of the circulation in Treasury notes within reasonable and safe 

imits. 

Sec. 8. The bonds authorized by the sixth section of this act may be either reg- 
istered or coupon bonds, as the parties taking them may elect, and they may be 
exchanged for each other under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may prescribe. They shall be for one hundred dollars, or some multiple of 
one hundred dollars, and shall, together with the coupons thereto attached, be in 
such form and of such authentication as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe. The interest shall be payable half yearly, on the first of January and 
, ay a ae year—the principal shall be payable not less than thirty years from 

eir date. 

Sec. 9. All call certificates shall be fundable and shall be taxed in all respects, 

as is provided for the Treasury notes, into which they are convertible. If not 
converted before the time fixed for taxing the Treasury notes such certificates 
shall from that time bear interest upon only sixty-six and two-thirds cents for 
every dollar promised upon their face and shall be redeemable only in new Treas- 
ury notes at that rate, but after the passage of this act no call certificates shall 
be issued until after the first day of April, 1864. 
_ Sec. 10. That if any bank of deposit shall give its depositors the bonds author- 
ized by the 1st section of this act in exchange for their deposits and specify the 
same on the bonds by some distinctive mark or token, to be agreed upon with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, then the said depositor shall be entitled to receive the 
amount of said bonds in Treasury notes bearing no interest and outstanding at 
the passage of this act: Provided, The said bonds are presented before the privi- 
lege of funding said notes at par shall cease, as herein prescribed. 

Sec. 11. That all Treasury notes heretofore issued of the denomination of five 
dollars shall continue to be receivable in payment of public dues, as provided by 
law, and fundable at par under the provisions of this act, until the 1st day of 
July, 1864, east, and until the 1st day of October, 1864, west of the Mississippi 
River, but after that time they shall be subject to a tax of thirty-three and one- 
third cents on every dollar promised on the face thereof, said tax to ettach to said 
notes wherever circulated, and said notes to be fundable and exchangeable for 
new Treasury notes, as herein provided, subject to the deduction of said tax. 


12. That any State Holding Treasury notes, received before the times 
in fixed for taxing said notes, shall be allowed until the 1st day of January, 
5, to fund the same in six per cent. bonds of the Confederate States, payable 
wenty years after date, and the interest payable semi-annually. But all Treas- 


3 . ury notes received by any State after the time fixed for taxing the same, as afore- 
_ said, shall be held to have been received diminished by the amount of said tax. 


The discrimination between the notes subject to the tax and those not so subject 
shall be left to the good faith of each State and the certificate of the Governor 
thereof shall in each case be conclusive. 

Sec. 13. That Treasury notes heretofore issued, bearing interest. at the rate of 
seven dollars and thirty cents on the hundred dollars per annum, shall no longer 
be received in payment of public dues, but shall be deemed and considered bonds 
of the Confederate States, payable two years after a ratification of a treaty of 
peace with the United States, bearing the rate of interest specified on their face, 
payable on the first day of January in each and every year. 

Sec. 14. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized, 
in case the exigencies of the Government should require it, to pay the demand of 
any public creditor whose debt may be contracted after the passage of this act, 
willing to receive the same in a certificate of indebtedness to be issued by said 
Secretary, in such form as he may deem proper, payable two years after a rati- 


fication of a treaty of peace with the United States, bearing interest at the 


rate of six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually and transferable only by 
special indorsement under regulations to be presvribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and said certificate shall be exempt from taxation in principal and 
interest. 

Sec. 15. The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to increase the number of 
depositories so as to meet the requirements of this act, and with that view to 
employ such of the banks of the several States as he may deem expedient. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of the Treasury shall forthwith advertise this act in such 
newspapers published in the several States and by such other means as shail 
secure immediate publicity, and the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the 
Navy shall each cause 1t to be published in general orders for the information of 
the Army and Navy. 

Src. 17. The forty-second section of the act for the assessment and collection of 
taxes, approved May 1st, 1863, is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 18. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required, upon 
the application of the holder of any call certificate—which by the first section of 
the act ‘‘ to provide for the funding and further issue of Treasury notes,” approved 
March 234d, 1863, was required to be “‘ thereafter deemed to be a bond ”’—to issue to 
such holder a bond therefor upon the terms provided by said act. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


By order: 
Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Columbia, February 20, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: The Hon. A. P. Aldrich, speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives and chief of my staff, comes to you possessed of my views, and 
fully authorized to represent me in reference to the interest of the 
State in the Bee ships. After the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
instant, in which you say ‘‘ that any vessel engaged by the State and 
carrying out for it the amount of cotton required by others to be 
carried out for the Department would not be interfered with or 
restrained,” I am surprised that the Secretary of the Navy should be 
allowed to take the State’s interest inthe Alice, and that he now claims 
the one-third in the Fannie, just arrived. I am informed, moreover, 
that the States of North Carolina and Virginia have similar interests 
which are not interfered with. There may be some misapprehension 
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on this point, and I trust it is not correct that such distinction is 
made. This is a matter of such interest to the people of the State, 
and heretofore in the field, that I feel it my duty to send in a special 
representative to confer with you upon it. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
M. L. BONHAM. 


. 
« 


Whereas, in view of the pressing importance of making extraordi- 
nary eiforts to produce as large crops as possible the present year; and 
whereas, the recent requisition by the Confederate authorities for slave 
labor to work on fortifications will, if carried out, interfere seriously 
with the farming productions of the State: Therefore, be it 

Resolved by the General Assembly, That the Governor of this State 
be respectfully requested to confer with the authorities of the Con- 
federate States and urge upon them the necessity, in the present 
emergency, of releasing the slaves from said requisition, if in the 
judgment of the Confederate authorities this release may be granted 
consistently with the necessities of the military situation. 

A eopy from the rolls. 

Teste. 

WM. F. GORDON, JR., 
Clerk of the House of Delegates and Keeper of Records. 


[Indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 20, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor SMITH: 

It is with regret that I feel constrained not to defer to the expres- 
sion of desire on the part of the General Assembly to which such 
deference is justly due. But the importance of completing the works 
for the defense of the Capital of the State and the Confederacy is 
great, and events of constant occurrence demonstrate that rather on 
the completeness and sufficiency of such defenses than on the number 
of troops which the exigencies of the service will allow to be retained 
here, must the safety of the city depend. The present, too, is believed 
to be the season of the year when most conveniently and with least 
sacrifice to the planting interests can slaves be spared. At this time 
the important work is that merely of preparation, of plowing and 
repairing fences and the like, which require few hands. Later, when 
the planting season commences, the laboring slaves are much more 
needed, and it has been the effort and desire of the Department so to 
arrange its calls as to liberate most or all the laborers by that more 
important season. In view of the whole ease, it is hoped that the 
opinion of the Department to persist in the eall will not be deemed 
either unreasonable or productive of just complaint. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[FEBRUARY 20, 1864.—For correspondence between Polk and 
Watts, in relation to Alabama troops to support the Confederate 
forces, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part II, pp. 782, 783. ] 


[FEBRUARY 21, 1864.—For Beauregard to Cooper, with reference to 
recruiting and conscription, and inclosing correspondence and orders 
relating thereto, see Series I, Vol. XX XV, Part I, pp. 623-632. | 


as ae 


Clause 3, paragraph II, General Orders, No. 75, 1863, is amended | 
adding after the words ‘“‘as clerks” the words ‘‘ or detailed men.” 
= II. Clause 3, paragraph II, General Orders, No. 7, current series, 
Be is amended as follows: Persons liable to military service may volun- 
_ teer in or be assigned to any company of artillery in service on the 
_ 16th of April, 1862, having less than eighty-four men upon the rolls. 
alae Non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates detached 
from their commands, by furlough or detail, for a longer period than 
thirty days, will be furnished by company commanders with but one 
descriptive list, upon which the sdldier’s account with, the Govern- 
ment (pay, clothing, and commutation for furlough, under the act of 
_ Congress, February 7, 1863) will be stated. Soldiers in hospitals, 
not furnished with descriptive lists by company commanders when 
furloughed, will have such lists provided by the surgeon in charge. 

Payments made will be indorsed on the descriptive lists, which will 
be returned to the soldier, and transportation furnished in kind under 
the act cited will be indorsed on the descriptive list and also on the 
furlough. 

When the soldier rejoins his command the descriptive list will be 
returned to the company commander, who will, after recording the 
payments made, destroy it. 

Quartermasters are prohibited from paying soldiers absent, as set 
forth in this order, from their commands, except in the manner herein 
ordered. 

IV. Persons not liable to conscription who may wish to volunteer 
may be enrolled as volunteers, and receive transportation to the com- 
pany they select. The enrollment will be communicated by the enroll- 
ing officer in each instance to the company commander. 

V. Soldiers who furnish an able-bodied recruit, who is mustered 
into service under the provisions of the preceding paragraph, are 
entitled, when on furlough, to transportation home and back. 

VI. The provisions of paragraph V, General Orders, No. 31, 1863, 
are held to apply to non-commissioned officers and privates entitled 
to furlough under act of Congress approved February 7, 1863. 
Re-olected officers are not allowed transportation, or commutation in 
lieu thereof, under any of the acts providing furloughs, bounty, and 
transportation to persons re-enlisted or mustered into the service. 

In each case the commutation allowed in lieu of furlough will be 
paid by the quartermaster of the command to which the soldier 
belongs, and by no other quartermaster. 

VII. Chaplains may receive the rations in kind allowed them by 
law, or commute them at the Government price. 

VIII. The following is published for the information of the Army: 


Zapeags 


AN ACT to provide for retiring officers of the Army. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Presi- 
dent be, and he is hereby authorized, upon the recommendation of any general 
commanding a department or an army, to discharge from service any officer of 
the Confederate States Army, or of the Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, who has no command and cannot be assigned to any appropriate duty, or 
who is incompetent or inefficient, or who may be absent from his command or 
duty without leave: Provided, That any officer who may be discharged for incom- 
petency, inefficiency, or absence from his command or duty without leave, shall 
be entitled to a trial before an examining board, under existing laws, if he 
demands it of the commanding general within thirty days: Provided further, 
That it shall not extend to any officer who is absent on account of his captivity. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 
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IX. All officers, whether of Regular or Provisional Army, absent 
from their commands and not on duty, as well as those who are with- 
out assignment to duty by competent authority, will report their 
address by letter to this office, stating the circumstances of their 
absence from duty; and if unassigned, when and where last on duty. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 28, 1864. 
His Excellency J. E. BRowN, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Str: Your letter of the 29th ultimo has been received. The impor- 
tant business that has engaged the attention of the Department 
during the present month, in connection with Congress, has prevented 
me from affording a reply to it before this time. The reply shall be 
made without any reference to the acrimonious language you have 
thought proper to address to the Department. 

The severe losses sustained in different portions of the Confederacy 
during the campaign of the last spring, from the cavalry raids of the 
enemy, and the critical condition of our affairs in Mississippi and 
Tennessee, impressed me with the conviction that a thorough organi- 
zation of the reserve forces of every State had become necessary to 
avert similar disasters. 

On the 6th of June last I addressed a communication to the Execu- 
tive of each of the States east of the Mississippi River inviting their 
co-operation in the attainment of this desirable object. The plan of 
organization proposed was described in that letter; also, in a letter of 
the 19th of June, and in the published orders of the Department. of 
the 22d of June ultimo. 

The plan was to organize all the population not liable to military 
service under the acts of Congress, usually designated as conscription 
acts, in companies and regiments under the acts of Congress to pro- 
vide for the local defense. The companies thus formed were not to 
be called into service unless they were actually needed; were to serve 
only while the emergency lasted, and were then to be dismissed to 
their homes. To secure these organizations a requisition was made 
for a quota of militia from each of the States, but with the declaration 
that these militia troops were not preferred, and that the eall for 
militia would be fully answered if companies for the local defense 
were organized. In my telegram to you of the 12th of June I say: 

Organizations under the law of the Provisional Congress are preferred mainly 
because of their longer term of duration and greater adaptation for ready call, or 
temporary service, and then for dismission to their ordinary pursuits. The 
militia called out for even a limited time would be continuously in the field. 
Besides militia corps, if they could be called out so temporarily, might be con- 
sidered by the enemy as State troops, not, in their construction, entitled to 
exchange. If, however, the organizations are not formed in adequate numbers, 
militia, on the plan proposed by you or in the usual way, will be accepted. 

On June 16 I informed you that the privilege of organizing com- 
panies for local defense, and of tendering them to the President for 
acceptance, is allowed to the people by the act of Congress. Iam not 
authorized to restrict or deny it. If you will undertake to direct 
such organizations, and can thus obtain the whole number required 


s time leave ti 
thus confided was 


wered as to the character of the organization to be formed is quite _ 
pparent, and the returns of the muster-rolls for Georgia have been _ 


as ee as to the nature and strength of the organizations actually 
For a portion of the time you have claimed that these organizations 
_ were militia organizations, and were to be commanded by State 
officers. . 

The Department has accepted, with thankfulness, the co-operation 
you proffered, and that it has not realized from it its entire expecta- 
tions or hopes has been rather a matter of regret than for censure or 
complaint. That an organization of the whole military strength of 
_ Georgia had become necessary for the defense of the State, the events 

that have occurred since June last sufficiently attest. The fall of 

Vicksburg and Port Hudson; the defeat sustained by our troops at 

Jackson and Gettysburg; the evacuation of Tennessee by Generals 

Bragg and Buckner; the accumulation of force by the enemy on the 
~ coast of South Carolina and Georgia, and the concentration of the 

army of General Grant at Chattanooga, have all contributed to menace 
Georgia with an invasion of a very formidable character. The inva- 
sion actually took place; and but for the advantage obtained by our 
troops at Chickamauga the most fatal consequences may have ensued. 
Nor has the Department at any time felt that degree of security in 
respect to the sea-coast of Georgia that authorized any diminution of 
the force collected for the defense of Savannah. The situation on the 
frontier of Georgia for the last six months has all the time been so 
critical that a judicious administration did not justify the disbanding 
of any troops under the control of the Department. 

I have no disposition to depreciate the importance of a full supply 
of provisions for the Army and people. No one can be more pro- 
foundly impressed with the existence of the necessity than myself. 
The duty imposed upon the Department of reconciling the claims of 
the different branches of service for support is among the most diffi- 
cult and delicate that it has to perform. That undue preference has 
not been given to the Army is evinced by the fact that the disasters it 
has sustained have been owing principally to the deficiency of its 
numbers. In consequence of the inability of this Government to 
maintain the numbers of the Army to that standard that would enable 
it to compete with that of the enemy we must ascribe the lamentable 
condition of many parts of the Confederacy at this time which are in 
his occupation. Congress, in view of this fact, have been continually 
employed in increasing the draft from those employed in industrial 
pursuits to fill the diminished ranks of the Army. The Department 
may regret the necessity for this, but unless the cause of the Con- 

- federacy is to be abandoned it can see no other course for it to pursue 
than to execute the laws passed by Congress in the spirit with which 
they have been made. A cordial acquiescence and support of that 
legislation is called for by every motive of patriotism, every senti- 
ment of loyalty, and every consideration of public honor and private 
interest. 

Very respectfully, yours, JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


te ik ee 


ence. That the expectations of the Department were not fully cae : 


A so tardy that the Department has been left in ignorance for much of — =z 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, February 23, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: Allow me to urge upon your consideration the policy and jus- 
tice of placing conscripts in the oldest and veteran regiments, so far 
as South Carolina is concerned. Whilst I would not desire to make 
distinctions among those which first entered the field, I would men- 
tion Kershaw’s and Jenkins’ brigades especially as being entitled to 
a share—perhaps the largest share. Under your predecessor a regi- 
ment of mounted men in this State, now commanded by Colonel 
Aiken, was allowed to be organized almost entirely of conscripts, 
which the law contemplated should have gone into the old regiments. 
When the call was made up to forty the conscripts were allowed to 
remain here and join regiments which had not been in active service 
already, whereby the ranks of some have been swollen to more than 
the maximum, and even so far as to form new additional companies. 
This is unjust to the old regiments which have been thinned by bat- 
tle and disease, and may ultimately be subjected to consolidation, 
whilst those seeing but little service have been enabled to keep full 
ranks. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
M. L. BONHAM. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLA. February 26, 1864. 
Maj. THomAs L. BAYNE, 
Ordnance Bureau, Richmond, Va.: 


Masor: Nothing has occurred since my last telegram to affect or 
remove the entire interruption of all operations connected with my 
special service in Florida, which was caused by the unexpected 
advance of the enemy from Jacksonville. Since their very decided 
repulse at Olustee they have fallen back beyond Baldwin, and it is 
conjectured that they are awaiting re-enforcements, as it is reported— 
how authentically I am not aware—that all their transports have 
sailed for Hilton Head. As you will readily conjecture, the fact that 
East Florida has suddenly become the theater of active military oper- 
ations most materially affects the views I presented in my last ecom- 
munication in regard to the several plans of operation I expected to 
be developed in that portion of the State. I can therefore only repeat 
more in detail the information I telegraphed. The Saint Mary’s was 
sunk and her cargo, I presume, was destroyed. Of this fact and of 
the reported loss of cotton at Camp Finegan and Baldwin, I have 
however, no certain information. Lieutenant Buekman has been 
engrossed by his ordnance duties, and I apprehend has been unable to 
advise me on these points, even if it were possible for him to obtain 
accurate information. The military movements now in progress indi- 
cate a purpose to contest most energetically the effort of the enemy to 
establish themselves permanently in Florida. How soon or how 
effectual these movements may be, it is not for me to conjecture. I 
can but repeat the fact that at present I am entirely unable to do 
anything, and must await the results of the campaign to ascertain 
what changes in the condition of things may occur. 

Captain Hobart has reported and has been advised of the remit- 
tances of funds, but I have deemed it entirely inexpedient to make 


‘ re we: 


ake for the accomplishment 
asant, and the irksome inaction _ 
3 occasioned presses heavily upon me. I consider it my 
await the developments of the coming month before express- 
ig decided opinions as to the prospects of substantial success, and — 
therefore remain at or within reach of this place, unless otherwise 
ucted by you. Beyond the receipt of the acknowledgment of the _ 
roval 0. Captain Hobart’s bond, I am entirely without any com- _ 
1unication or advices from the Department since I left Richmond. 
__-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ieee 
; JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Major, &e. 


{First indorsement.] 


a MARCH 3, 1864. 
 _ Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War for notice and return. 
ae THOS. L. BAYNE, 
38 Major. 
Se [Second indorsement. ] 

MARCH 6, 1864. 
_ ORDNANCE BUREAU: 
Major Hoge may now be recalled unless the Treasury Department 
should, under the new plan, require his services. 
JAS Sas 
Secretary. 
{Third indorsement. ] 


MARCH 11, 1864. 
_T respectfully ask that Maj. J. B. Hoge may be ordered to report 
here to give such information as may be desired, and for conference 
in regard to ports of Florida, and that Capt. Edward Hobart may be 
left in charge. 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, in charge of Steamers. 


{Fourth indorsement. } 


MARCH 11, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Order Major Hoge to report here, as suggested by Major Bayne. 
J. 355 
Secretary. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 25, 1864. 
Col. Ina R. FOSTER, 
Quartermaster-General of Georgia, Atlanta, Ga.: 

Str: I have received your letter of the 17th instant requesting an 
order to purchase supplies in Florida to manufacture clothing for 
Georgia troops in the Confederate service. In reply you are respect- 
fuily informed that no special permits are ever given, but purchases 
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made for a State are not liable to impressment, and I know no law 
prohibiting removal of supplies from Florida. 


Your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, 8S. C., February 25, 1864. 
Hon. EDWARD SPARROW, 
“La Grange, Ga.: 

DEAR SiR: I have to thank you for the courtesy of sending me a 
copy of the army bill as reported from your committee before its 
passage through the Senate and for your flattering request that I 
should make any suggestions which I might think would improve it. 
The constant pressure of official duties of an urgent character pre- 
vented me from availing myself of your kindness to present my — 
general views touching the subject-matter of your bill in time for 
consideration before Congress had acted, and any partial suggestions 
T felt could be of no value. 

In November, 1861, an elaborate plan, prepared with much labor 
by an officer of my staff, was submitted to prominent statesmen pro- 
viding for systematic means of raising and keeping on an efficient 
footing a proper force for the conduct of this war on the scale it must 
grow to. The plan submitted was a careful adaptation of the French 
and Prussian systems of conscription, and the Landwehr, modified to 
suit existing conditions, and it had my full approval at the time; but 
unfortunately no one then appeared to comprehend that it were as 
much a sheer impossibility to carry on this colossal war with a volun- 
teer force—that is, by voluntary contributions of brawn and muscle, 
flesh and blood, as with voluntary gifts of bread and beef, powder 
and lead, swords and guns. The plan received no countenance what- 
soever and fell stillborn. An attempt was made, as will be remem- 
bered, by the act of December 11, 1861, to induce the men to 
re-volunteer with an ill-success which history should have taught us 
to expect. Then it was that in April, 1862, the first so-called act of 
conscription was resorted to. This to a certain degree met the neces- 
sities of the hour and was effective; but it lacked a great deal of 
what it might have been if it had been drawn up with knowledge of 
the details and working of European systems. 

_ Many of the defects of the act of 16th of April, 1862, ought to have 
been avoided and should be remedied. The act is at direct variance 
indeed (unnecessarily and without gain) with the fundamental prin- 
ciple of our Government, State sovereignty, and organized State gov- 
ernments. It would not only have been more consonant with our 
polity, but more effective and far more economical, I am convinced 
if the State authorities had been required to recruit and furnish the 
men of their respective State quotas; and the last bill is open to the 
same objections. The present system is expensive to a degree far 
from commensurate with results. It fills the country with function- 
aries the substantial duties of whom could be performed, I am satis- 
fied, by the local State authorities in addition to their local duties, and 
thus save many officers and men for the military service who are now 
kept from the field. 

The plan of which I speak as having been drawn up in 1861 was 
based on this cardinal principle that the States should severally fur- 
nish their quotas of men on the requisition of the central executive, 


enrolled in the several aistyigts of ae country, the EDR x 
eing the unit, and there was a reserve left at home, which was 
of the company in the field, and from which were drawn the 
to fill vacancies. Enrollments: were made by the local magistracy, 

in ways so carefully guarded that it must have been more effi- 

ly done than now. All people at home were made interested in 
keeping skulkers in the field by details of administration carefully 

elaborated, yet simple in operation. 

_ We have not acted wisely in ignoring the systems which, under 

similar conditions, have worked so effectively i in recruiting the armies 

of France and Prussia in great emergencies, and in adopting one 

_ which is the most expensive and irresponsible in the world. 

At the same time we ought to provide a permanent and real con- 
aps. system, after the French plan, for a small regular force, for the 
_ true conscription method of recruiting takes time to be established in 
a country. 

It is not too late to modify existing laws and adopt the State system 
even now; but with this modification there should go hand in hand 

a reorganization of the Provisional Army somewhat as follows: A 
regiment of infantry should be made to consist, in active service, of 
two battalions of eight companies or three battalions of six compa- 
nies each, instead, as now, of one battalion of ten companies—that is, 
we should conform to European organizations in such a war as this. 
There would be an advantage in this in many ways, it is believed, 
ineluding the economy resulting from a reduction of the number of 
officers. Brigades would then be made to consist of not less than 
forty-eight companies, and the companies should be kept as near to 
the standard of 90 or 100 men as possible. 

If I ean find the time before the assembling of Congress again, I 
may submit the details of these plans for your consideration as a leg- 
islator. Meantime, with high consideration, 

Tam, sincerely, yours, 
< G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 24, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 
Your EXCELLENCY: I have the honor hereby to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of 18th instant, and to say in reply thereto that the 
President has now under consideration certain uniform regulations in 
conformity with the recent legislation of Congress. A copy of same 
will be sent you as soon as they are promulgated. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 464. Richmond, Va., February 26, 1864. 

J. For the more thorough and efficient eonduct of this Bureau the 
following orders regulating the distribution of duties and the transac- 
tion of business are published for the guidance of the several officers 
herein on duty. 
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Il. The Bureau will be divided into several offices, to wit: The 
reception office, the office of orders, the appointment office, the office 
of organization, the judge-advocate’s office, the adjutant-general’s 
office, the office of inspection, and the office of the Adjutant and 
Inspector General. Each will be charged with specific duties, and 
will be independent of the others, the several officers receiving orders 
from and being responsible to the Adjutant and Inspector General 
and the Secretary of War directly. 

Ill. The reception office will be charged with the keeping of the 
files and general records; the reception and opening of the mails and 
all official papers; the indorsing, entering, and distributing of all 
papers to the offices charged with action upon them, the-recording of 
such action, and the filing of papers, or, when necessary, their trans- 
mission from one office to another and from the Bureau. Upon this 
office will also devolve the reception of and attention to visitors. It 
will occupy the first and second in the suite of rooms in the main 
building. 

IV. The office of orders will be charged with keeping the record of 
the general and special orders, and with action upon all papers and 
applications requiring for their completion solely the issuing of a 
special order, such, for instance, as applications for leaves of absence, 
furloughs, transfers, details, discharges and return of soldiers, resig- 
nations and assignment of officers, &e. This office will occupy two 
rooms next in suite to the reception office. 

V. The appointment office will be charged with the register of com- 


missioned officers appointed and with the duty of acting upon all | 


applications for appointment, preparing nomination lists, issuing let- 
ters of appointment, and entering confirmations. It will occupy the 
first and second rooms in the building adjacent to the main building, 
formerly occupied by the Commissary-General. 

VI. The office of organization will take charge of the muster-rolls, 
_ rosters, returns, and reports, and act upon all matters relating to the 
organization of the Army, such as the raising, muster, consolidation, 
recruiting, or disbanding of companies, battalions, and regiments, the 
succession of officers by election or promotion; questions of rank 
between officers of the line, &c.; all matters bearing mainly not upon 
individuals, but upon organized bodies of troops. This office will 
occupy the rooms adjacent to the appointment office, and the building 
in the rear, upon the second and third floors of which the rolls will be 
kept. 

VII. The judge-advocate’s office will take action upon all papers 
and applications relating to courts-martial and courts of inquiry and 
will occupy for the present the room in the main building next to the 
office of orders. 

VII. The adjutant-general’s office will be charged with the duty 
of acting upon all papers which cannot properly be devolved upon 
other offices, and upon all papers submitted to or devolving specially 
upon the Adjutant and Inspector General, and with the preparation 
of the general orders. It will for the present occupy rooms with the 
judge-advocate’s office. 

IX. The office of inspection, which will devolve upon the assistant 
inspector-general, to be assigned to duty in this Bureau, will take 
charge of inspection reports, and will attend to the duties of inspec- 
tion in the several armies and. staff departments, and of enforcing 
obedience to the laws, orders, regulations, and usages of the service. 
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f such matters as are beyond the ordinary duties of 
id which cannot properly devolve upon the officers herein- 
napeoeen It will occupy the last room in the suite in the 
building. : ; ee 
Capt. John W. Riely is assigned to duty in the reception office; 
ut. Col. John Withers, in the office of orders; Lieut. Col. E. A. — 
lfrey, in the appointment office; Maj. Sam. W. Melton, in the 
ffice of organization; Maj. C. H. Lee, in the judge-advocate’s office; 
Lieut. Col. H. L. Clay, in the adjutant-general’s office. 7 
XI. Maj. W.S. Barton, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to 
luty in the office of organization in this Bureau, and will be charged 
‘specially with the duty of acting upon the reports of examining 
boards. 
XIII. Colonel Withers will, as heretofore, have charge of the dis- 
bursement of the office fund, to which duty the chief clerk, Mr. H. 
C. Wall, is, under his supervision, specially assigned. Among the 
specific duties thus devolved will be the supplying of and attention 
to stationery, furniture, printing, blanks, outside work, and generally 

whatever involves expenditure. 

_ XIV. The officers on duty in this Bureau will be required to take 

final and decisive action upon all matters within the scope of their 
- capacity and the limits of whatever authority may be delegated to 
them, and will submit to the Adjutant and Inspector General such 
J 


papers and applications only as require a higher discretion, and to 

the Honorable Secretary of War such only as demand the exercise of 

authority not delegated; the rule hereafter to control the distribu- 

tion of duties and the transaction of business in this Bureau being 

_ that officers should do nothing which can be as well done by their 
subordinates. 

XV. Each paper submitted to the Honorable Secretary of War or 

_ tothe Adjutant and Inspector General will be prepared for their action 
by indorsement, exhibiting succinctly but clearly the contents of the 
paper and of its inclosures, in such manner as to present the points 
for decision and the facts stated bearing upon them, together with 
the facts appearing of record in the Bureau, and the maturely con- 
sidered opinion of the officer charged with the office to which the 
subject-matter of the paper may relate. The indorsements, so far as 
they exhibit the contents of papers and their inclosures, will be made 
in the reception office. 

XVI. No paper will be placed finally upon the files until the writer 
vr party concerned is notified of the action taken upon it; and to 
avoid the duplication of papers and the unnecessary accumulation of 
business, such notification will be given by written communication at 
the earliest possible moment. If it be deemed unimportant and 
unnecessary to retain a paper on file as a record or for reference, the 
notification will be indorsed thereon, and it will be returned to the 
writer, the action having been first recorded in the ‘‘indorsement 
book” in the reception office. 

XVII. The door will be opened to the public at 11 o’clock and closed 
at 1 o’clock. Before and after these hours no person will be admitted 
without the sanction in each instance of the Adjutant and Inspector 
General, except the heads of departments, commanding generals, the 
chiefs of bureaus, and the clerks of the Bureau of War. 


—e 
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XVIII. The officer on duty in the reception office will attend to the 
application of each visitor, and if possible meet his purpose without 
communication with the other offices. When indispensable the vis- 
itor will be directed, or, if need be, conducted, to the officer upon 
whom may devolve the subject-matter in hand. The doors between 
the reception office and the other offices will be habitually closed, and 
visitors will not pass them without permission. It is desirable that 
this Bureau be regarded strictly as a place of business, and the duty 
is devolved upon the reception office of protecting the other offices 
from unnecessary intrusion and embarrassment in the continuous 
transaction of business. The officer in charge will, in addition to the 
regular hours, attend in this office one hour, between-the hours of 
6 and 7 o’clock in the evening, and a clerk or employé will remain 
on duty at all hours, day and night. 

XIX. The doors of the office of the Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral will be habitually closed, and visitors will not be permitted to 
pass them without consultation with the officer in charge of the 
adjutant-general’s office, who will, if possible, himself answer the 
purpose desired. He will confer with the Adjutant and Inspector 
General, between the hours of 1 and 2 o’clock each day, in reference 
to such papers submitted as may be beyond his discretion. He will 
receive the decision orally, and commit it to writing by indorsement 
or by separate communication. 

XX. The officers of this Bureau will proceed at once to make prep- 
arations for rearranging the rooms, papers, records, and furniture in 
accordance with the requirements of these orders, which will, if prac- 
ticable, be put into full operation by the 15th of March. Maj. Sam. 
W. Melton is charged with their prompt and thorough enforcement. 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 26, 1864. 
Mr. Thomas F. Beale is hereby authorized to enlist a company of 
men, not to exceed ten in number, for secret service under the regula- 
tions prescribed by this Department for such organizations. When 
he shall have enlisted and mustered into the service for the war eight 
men, he will receive the commission of first lieutenant in the Provi- 
sional Army of the Confederate States, without pay. Transportation 
will be furnished him for his recruits to the place of rendezvous and 
to such points as he may select to operate against the enemy. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
: Forward to Thomas F. Beale, Mobile, Ala., care of Louisiana Relief 
Comunittee. 


CONFEDERATE STATES oF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 26, 1864. 
His Exeelleney CHARLES CLARK, 
Governor of Mississippi: 
Sir: Hon. Mr. Watson, of your State, has communicated your wish 
to be definitely informed as to the views of the Department regarding 


eration of the recent legislation of Congre 
sxisting in an organized condition in your State. 
‘ganizations, it is understood, were constituted under an emergency 
with the consent of the President, and included men at the time 
‘subject to conscription. Another portion of the men, by the recent 
_ act of Congress, it is supposed, have likewise been subjected to like 
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_ liability. 

_ Mr. Watson represents that your preference would be for the reten- 
tion, as organized militia, of all or some of these companies, and has 
desired me thus to convey to you the views of the Department. 

My convictions of expediency are decided against the employment 
of troops under distinct governments in the same field of action, and 
it is believed that, as the armies of the Confederacy must necessarily 
be the larger and more regular organizations and be under more 
efficient discipline, and in more continuous action, it is very desirable 
that all capable of military duty should be in some form embodied in 
the Confederate armies, and subject to the direction of our Com- 
mander-in-Chief. My deference, however, for your views, and the 
desire I unfeignedly have to cordially co-operate with the Governors 
of each State in the great struggle in which we aré engaged, would 
cause me to yield my own judgment if the laws I am bound to admin- 
ister did not seem to me to control the matter. . 

In the Constitution, as I interpret it, three classes of troops only 
were contemplated—the armies of the Confederacy, troops of war, 
which a State may keep in time of war, and the militia. The militia, 

in its wide and constitutional sense, I consider the population capable 

of arms, which constitutes the material out of which the Confederate 

Army and the State troops are to be drawn, or which, if not so engrossed, 

may be organized and employed in temporary service as militia, more 
- strictly called. The power of the Confederacy to raise armies enables 

it, in my opinion, to engross the whole of the militia in its widest 
sense, but not to encroach upon or withdraw from the troops of war 
which aState may have regularly employed. In other words, I consider 
the Army of the Confederacy and the troops of war may either have 
been constituted from the militia or the arms-bearing population, and 
that when so constituted they are, respectively, the Army of the Con- 
federacy and the army of the State. As to these, when constituted, 
neither government can encroach on the other; but the militia, unless 
appropriated as troops of war regularly organized, are liable to the 
superior claims of the Confederate Government. 

Such superior claims have been exercised upon all between the ages 
of seventeen and fifty years, under the recent act of Congress, and 
consequently all State organizations that are not troops of war, per- 
manently enlisted as such, but militia, whether organized or at large, 
are subjected to conscription. Those between eighteen and forty-five 
are devoted to filling the old organizations and to specific details; 
the others within the prescribed ages to designated purposes. It 
becomes my duty to see that they are so devoted and employed. Ihave 
no warrant or right to yield them to other (even State) organizations. 

With this explanation, you will readily understand that, as far as 
any troops organized and existing under State authority are properly 
‘“troops of war” of the State, in the language of the Constitution, they 
are exempt from the control or interference of the Department, but 
that all white residents between seventeen and fifty years of age not so 
embodied as troops of war must be claimed for the military service of 
the Confederacy in some of the various forms designated by the acts 


she militia as. 
ome of those 
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of Congress on the subject. I may regret that it is not in my power 
to exercise a more liberal discretion in conformity with your wishes, 
but your judgment and patriotism are confidently relied on to approve 
my adherence to the provisions of the law. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


; DEMOPOLIS, February 27, 1564. 
His Excellency President DAVIs, 
Richmond: 


This will be handed you by Mr. Minor Major, a citizen of Missouri, 
who comes to me properly authenticated. He has been employed in 
the work of destroying the property of the enemy on the rivers, and 
is a member of an organization of a formidable .character extending 
through the North, of which I have known for some time past and of 
which you have heard. He goes to,Richmond on matters connected 
with his work, and I think you will be interested in hearing from him 
of the associations with which he is connected. Properly used, these 
associations could be of great value to our cause. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. POLK, 


Lieutenant- General. 
{Indorsement. } 


Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
Ss. R. M[ALLORY], 
Secretary. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 28, 1864. 
Governor J. E. BROWN, 
Milledgeville, Ga.: 


YOUR EXCELLENCY: On the recommendation of General Lee, and 
from the disadvantages found to result to the service from the absence 
of officers who [are] likewise members of the Legislature, it has been 
concluded not to grant furloughs to attend the sessions. Officers so 
situated are entitled to resign, and may so elect. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 25. { hichmond, Va., February 29, 1864. 


_I. The following acts of Congress are published for the informa- 
tion of the Army: 


1. JOINT RESOLUTION to declare the meaning of “An act 


i I allowing hospital accommodations to 
sick and wounded officers.” 


_ Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That the true 
intent and meaning of ‘‘An act allowing hospital accommodations to sick and 
wounded officers,” approved the twenty-ninth day of April, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-three, were to cause to be furnished not only medicines, medical and 
other attendance and lodging, but subsistence also. : 

Approved February 18, 1864. 


ee. a 
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a h rates, not to exceed two and a half dollars, 


hall d sinus 
i. roved February 15, 1864. , 
3. AN ACT to amend “An act regulating the granting of furloughs and discharges in hospitals,” 
ara he ee May 1, 1863. a . Bp: me 


_ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That an act regu- 
lating the granting of furloughs and discharges in hospitals, approved on May 
first, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, be, and the same is hereby, so amended 


_ as to provide that the period of disability therein named which entitles soldiers, 


sick and wounded in hospitals, to furloughs, shall be extended to sixty days, or 
‘upwards, in which case the Board of Examiners may grant furloughs for sixty 


days. 
Approved February 17, 1864. 


Il. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 69, last series, is so amended 


_ that soldiers, sick or wounded in hospitals, will not be granted fur- 
_loughs unless they are likely to remain unfit for military duty for 
sixty days, in which case they may be furloughed for that period. 


IJ. Hospital funds accrue in all hospitals—regimental, field, or 
other hospitals. 

IV. Paragraph VIII, General Orders, No. 8, current series, is 
hereby revoked. Rations in kind (such as are issued to soldiers in 
the field) will be issued to all attendants in field hospitals, and, when 
required by the surgeon in charge, to the female attendants in gen- 
eral hospitals. The rations of all male attendants in general hos- 
pitals in cities and towns will be commuted, the amount to be drawn 
by the surgeon in charge and expended by him for their subsistence. 

V. The commuted value of rations of the sick and wounded, and 
of all employés in regimental, field, or other hospitals, will be, until 
further orders, $2.50. 

VI. General Orders, No. 71, last series, is amended as follows: For 
officers, sick or wounded in hospital, rations will be drawn, or, when 
required by the surgeon in charge, their value commuted at the price 
fixed in the preceding paragraph. 

VII. The last two preceding paragraphs will not have effect in the 
Trans-Mississippi Department. 

VIII. The following order is published in connection with para- 
graphs VIII and IX, General Orders, No. 22, 1864: 

Officers in the Trans-Mississippi Department belonging to com- 
mands east of the Mississippi River will immediately return to their 
respective commands. In cases where such officers have no command, 
or are unassigned to any by proper authority, action under the ‘‘Act 
of Congress to provide for retiring officers of the Army,” approved 
February 17, 1864, will be taken by the general commanding that 
department, who will also adopt proper measures to carry into effect 
these orders. : 

IX. Supplies of provisions, in transitu to arsenals, armories, and 
ordnance depots, for the use of operatives, under the order of com- 
manding officers of the same, will not be interfered with by officers 
of other departments. 

By order: 

Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, February 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR Sir: I desire to call your attention most earnestly to the dif- 
ficulties and complications arising from the conscription of principals 
of substitutes in this State. 

Chief Justice Pearson has decided recently that the law is uncon- 
stitutional, and further that the act of Congress suspending the priv- 
ilege of the writ of habeas corpus does not apply to these men. He 
therefore continues to grant the writ, and the execution being resisted 
by the enrolling officers by orders from the Conscript Bureau, the 
result will be a direct and unavoidable collision of State and Confed- 
erate authorities. I have taken the ground that the decision of a 
single judge at chambers does not possess the binding force and effect 
of an adjudicated case, but it only operates to discharge the indi- 
vidual. It certainly does this much, and until it is overruled it is 
final and absolute, made so expressly by the statutes of this State. 
It cannot be overruled except by the supreme court, which does not 
meet until June next. In the meantime, if the man is discharged I 
am bound to protect him, and if the process of the court is resisted I 
am foreed by my oath of office to summon the military power of the 
State to enforce it. There is no escape from this conclusion. 

An agreement was proposed by Chief Justice Pearson at Salisbury 
and accepted by Governor Bragg as counsel for the Government, sub- 
ject to the approval or disapproval of the same, to remove one case to 
the supreme court by certiorari, and to bind over all others applying 
for writs to appear and abide the decision thus to be rendered. This 
gave general satisfaction and had a quieting effect upon the whole 
State. 

Since it has been understood, however, that the Confederacy would 
not recognize the arrangement the excitement is becoming very great, 
and I fear much trouble will result. 

Knowing, as I trust you do, my great anxiety to avoid collision with 
the Confederate authorities and everything else that might tend to 
hinder its efficiency, yet it cannot be supposed that I am to omit a 
plain and obvious duty prescribed by my official oath. I therefore 
earnestly request that you will order a suspension of the enrollment 
of the principals of substitutes in North Carolina at least until time 
sufficient be allowed to exhaust all efforts at an amicable arrange- 
ment. Ido not know a better one than that made at Salisbury, and 
which, though it would deprive the Government of the services of 
these men until June, would yet give still greater advantages by pre- 
serving that peace and harmony between the respective governments 
without which all our labors will be in vain. 

You will observe that I make no comment whatever upon the cor- 
rectness of the chief justice’s opinions. As an executive officer I con- 
sider that I have no right to do so; neither, with all due respect, do I 
consider you to have any such discretion; and however unfortunate it 
may be to the efficient and equal working of the Government that the 
laws of Congress are at the mercy, so to speak, of the various judges 
of the various States, I submit that it isnot possible to avoid it, in the 
absence of the Supreme Court of the Confederacy to give harmony 
and uniformity of construction. We ean only obey the judges we 
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__ Hoping an early response, I am, sir, 
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_ Hon. C. G. MEMMINGER, 


— 


Ss STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Raleigh, N. C., February 29, 1864. 
Secretary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.: 


DEAR SiR: Upon a recent visit to the county of Wilkes, in this 


State, I was informed that a number of inoffensive citizens in that and 
the adjacent counties had been robbed of their property and effects by 
the Fiftieth Regiment North Carolina Troops, employed there for the 
purpose of arresting deserters. It has occurred to me that some com- 
pensation should be made to these people for the losses they have 
sustained, in many cases a large part of their property having been 
taken away. And the mode I propose is to appoint a commission or 
commissioners in the region where the depredations have been com- 
mitted and ascertain the loss of each individual and credit the amount 
on his current taxes. Should this proposition meet your views and 
the measure be carried into effect promptly, I feel satisfied it will go 
far to compose the dissatisfaction of my people who have suffered so 
severely in that section, and bring to the support of the Government 
a large class of persons who think and feel they are out of the pale of 
its protection. Your early consideration of this measure will enable 
me to effect much in the restoration of confidence amongst the people 
where its benefits are to be received. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, > 
Z. B. VANCE. 


P. S.—I would suggest that the tax collectors could do this. Justice 
and good policy both require it. 
Lis. Baw Vs 
[Indorsement.] 


MARCH 3, 1864. 


Respectfully referred for consideration and reply to the Secretary 
of War. 
C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., February 29, 1864. 
7. McDaniel is hereby authorized to enlist a company of men, not 
to exceed fifty in number, for secret service against the enemy, under 
the regulations prescribed by this Department for such organizations. 
When he shall have enlisted and mustered his company into the serv- 
ice for the war he will receive a commission as captain in the Pro- 
visional Army of the Confederate States, without pay. Transportation 
will be furnished to him for his recruits to the place of rendezvous 
and to such points as he may select for his operations. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
12 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, » 
No. 26. Richmond, March 1, 1864. 
The following act of Congress and regulations are published for 
the information and guidance of all concerned: 


AN ACT to organize forces to serve during the war. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That from and 
after the BEN ve this Hee all white men, residents of the Confederate States, 
between the ages of seventeen and fifty, shall be in the military service of the 
Confederate States for the war. , 

Sec. 2. That all the persons aforesaid, between the ages of eighteen and _forty- 
five, now in service, shall be retained, during the present war with the United 
States, in the same regiments, battalions and companies to which they belong at 
the passage of this act, with the same organization and officers, unless regularly 
transferred or discharged,in accordance with the laws and regulations for the 
government of the Army: Provided, That companies from one State, organized 
against their consent, expressed at the time, with regiments or battalions from 
another State, shall have the privilege of being transferred to organizations of 
troops in the same arm of the service from the States in‘which said companies 
were raised, and the soldiers from one State in companies from another State 
shall be allowed, if they desire it, a transfer to organizations from their own 
State in the same arm of the service. 

Sec. 3. That, at the expiration of six months from the first day of April next 
a bounty of one hundred dollars, in a six per cent. Government bond, which the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, shall be paid to every 
non-commissioned officer, musician and private who shall then be in the service, 
or, in the event of his death previous to the period of such payment, then to the 
person or persons who would be entitled by law to receive the arrearages of his 
pay; but no one shall be entitled to the bounty herein provided who shall, at any 
time during the period of six months next after the said first day of April, be 
absent from his command without leave. 

Src. 4. That no person shall be relieved from the operation of this act by 
reason of having been heretofore discharged from the Army, where no disability 
now exists, nor shall those who have furnished substitutes be any longer 
exempted by reason thereof: Provided, That no person heretofore exempted on 
account of religious opinions, and who has paid the tax levied to relieve him 
from service, shall be required to render military service under this act. 

Sec. 5. That all white male residents of the Confederate States between the 
ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty-five and fifty years shall enroll them- 
selves, at such times and places, and under such regulations as the President may 
prescribe, the time allowed not being less than thirty days for those east, and 
sixty days for those west of the Mississippi River; and any person who shall fail 
so to enroll himself, without a reasonable excuse therefor, to be judged of by the 
President, shall be placed in service in the field for the war, im the same manner 
as though he were between the ages of eighteen and forty-five: Provided, That 
the persons mentioned in this section shall constitute a reserve for State defense 
and detail duty, and shall not be required to perform service out of the State in 
which they reside. 

Sec. 6. That all persons required by the fifth section of this act to enroll them- 
selves may, within thirty days after the passage hereof, east of the Mississippi River, 
and within sixty daysif west of said river, form themselvesinto voluntary organiza- 
tions of companies, battalions or regiments, and elect their own officers—said 
organizations to conform to the existing law; and having so organized, to tender 
their services as volunteers during the war, to the President; and if such organ- 
ization shall furnish proper muster-rolls, as now required, and deposit a copy 
thereof with the enrolling officer of their district (which shall be equivalent to 
enrollment), they may be accepted as minute men for service in such State; but 
in no event to be taken out of it. Those who do not so volunteer and organize 
shall enroll themselves as before provided, and may, by the President, be 
required to assemble at places of rendezvous, and be formed into companies, bat- 
talions and regiments, under regulations to be prescribed by him, and shall 
have the right to elect their company and regimental officers; and all troops 
organized under this act for State defense shall be entitled, while in actual serv- 
ice, to the same pay and allowances as troops now in the field. 

Sec. 7. That any person who shall fail to attend at the place of rendezvous, as 
required by the authority of the President, without a sufficient excuse, to be 
judged of by him, shall be liable to be placed in service in the field for the war, 


as if he were between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years. 
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Sec. 10. That all laws granting exemptions from military service be, and the 
a ae are hereby repealed, and hereafter none shall be exempted except the fol- 
owing: 

I. All who shall be held unfit for military service, under rules to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of War. 

IJ. The Vice-President of the Confederate States; theymembers and officers of 
Congress and of the several State Legislatures, and such other Confederate and 
State officers as the President or the Governors of the respective States may cer- 
tify to be necessary for the proper administration of the Confederate or State 
governments, as the case may be. 

III. Every minister of religion authorized to preach according to the rules of 
his church, and who, at the passage of this act, shall be regularly employed in 
the discharge of his ministerial duties ; superintendents and physicians of asylums 
for the deaf, dumb and blind and of the insane; one editor for each newspaper 
being published at the time of the passage of this act, and such employés as said 
editor may certify on oath to be indispensable to the publication of such news- 
paper; the public printer of the Confederate and State governments, and such 
journeymen printers as the said public printer shall certify on oath to be indis- 
pensable to perform the public printing ; one skilled apothecary in each apothe- 
cary store, who was doing business as such apothecary on the tenth day of Octo- 
ber, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and has continued said business, without 
intermission, since that period; all physicians over the age of thirty years who 
now are, and for the last seven years have been, in the actual and regular prac- 
tice of their profession, but the term physician shall not include dentists; all 
presidents and teachers of colleges, theological seminaries, academies, and schools, 
who have been regularly engaged as such for two years next before the passage of 
this act: Provided, That the benefit of this exemption shall extend to those 
teachers only whose schools are composed of twenty students or more ; all super- ~ 
intendents of public hospitals established by law before the passage of this act, 
and such physicians and nurses therein as such superintendent shall certify on 
oath to be indispensable to the proper and efficient management thereof. 

IV. There shall be exempt one person as overseer or agriculturist on each farm 
or plantation upon which there are now, and were, upon the first day of January 
last, fifteen able-bodied field hands, between the ages of sixteen and fifty, upon the 
following conditions: 1. This exemption shall only be granted in cases in which 
there is no white male adult on the farm or plantation not liable to military serv- 
ice, nor unless the person claiming the exemption was, on _the first day of Janu- 
ary, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, either the owner and manager, or overseer 
of said plantation: but in no case shall more than one person be exempted for one 
farm or plantation. 2. Such person shall first execute a bond, payable to the 
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Confederate States of America, in such form, and with such security, and in such 
penalty, as the Secretary of War may prescribe, conditioned that he will deliver to 
the Government, at some railroad depot, or such other place or places as may be 
designated by the Secretary of War, within twelve months then next ensuing, one 
hundred pounds of bacon, or, at the election of the Government, its equivalent 
in pork, and one hundred pounds of net beef, (said beef to be delivered on foot), 
for each able-bodied slave on the farm or plantation within the above said ages, 
whether said slaves be worked in the field or not, which said bacon or pork and 
beef shall be paid for by the Government at the prices fixed by the commissioners 
of the State under the impressment act: Provided, That when the person thus 
exempted shall produce satisfactory evidence that it has been impossible for him, 
by the exercise of proper diligence, to furnish the amount of meat thus contracted 
for, and leave an adequate supply for the subsistence of those living on the said 
farm or plantation, the Secretary of War shall direct a commutation of the same, 
to the extent of two-thirds thereof, in grain or other provisions, to be delivered 
by such person as aforesaid at equivalent rates. 38. Such person shall further 
bind himself to sell the marketable surplus of provisions and grain now on hand, 
and which he may raise from year to year while his exemption continues, to the 
Government or to the families of soldiers, at prices fixed by the commissioners of 
the State under the impressment act: Provided, That any person, exempted as 
aforesaid, shall be entitled to a credit of twenty-five per cent. on any amount of 
meat which he may deliver within three months from the passage of this act: 
Provided further, That persons coming within the provisions of this exemption 
shall not be deprived thereof by reason of having been enrolled since the first day 
of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 

In addition to the foregoing exemptions, the Secretary of War, under the direc- 
tion of the President, may exempt or detail such other person as he may be sat- 
isfied ought to be exempted on account of public necessity, and to insure the 
production of grain and provisions for the Army and the families of soldiers. He 
may, also, grant exemptions or details, on such terms as he may prescribe, to 
such overseers, farmers or planters, as he may be satisfied will be more useful to 
the country in the pursuits of agriculture than in the military service: Provided, 
That such exemptions shall cease whenever the farmer, planter or overseer, shall 
fail diligently to employ, in good faith, his own skill, capital and labor, exclu- 
sively, in the production of grain and provisions, to be sold to the Government 
and the families of soldiers at prices not exceeding those fixed at the time for like 
articles by the commissioners of the State under the impressment act. 

V. The president, treasurer, auditor and superintendent, of any railroad com- 
pany engaged in transportation for the Government, and such officers and 
employés thereof as the president or superintendent shall certify, on oath, to be 
indispensable to the efficient operation of such railroad: Provided, That the num- 
ber of persons exempted by this act on any railroad shall not exceed one for each 
mile of such road in actual use for military transportation, and said exempts 
shall be reported by name and description, with the names of any who may have 
left the employment of said company, or who may cease to be indispensable to the 
efficient operation of its road, at least once a month, to the Secretary of War, or 
such officer as he may designate for that purpose: And provided further, That 
such president or superintendent shall, in each such monthly report, certify on 
oath that no person liable to military service has been employed by his company 
since the passage of this act, in any position in which it was practicable to employ 
one not liable to military service and capable of performing efficiently the duties 
of such position. And in cases where railroads have fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, and a portion of the rolling-stock of such roads is being used on other 
roads not in the enemy’s hands, the president and superintendent of said first- 
named roads shall be exempt. 

VI. That nothing herein contained shall be construed as repealing the act 
approved April fourteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, entitled ‘An act to 
exempt contractors for carrying the mails of the Confederate States, and the 
drivers of post-coaches and hacks from military service:” Provided, That the 
exemptions granted under this act shall only continue whilst the persons exempted 
are actually engaged in their respective pursuits or occupations. 

Sec. 11. That the President be, and he is hereby authorized, to grant details, 
under general rules and regulations to be issued by the War Department, either 
from persons between forty-five and fifty years of age, or from the army in the 
field, in all cases when, in his judgment, justice, equity and necessity require such 
details, and he may revoke such orders of details whenever he thinks proper : Pro- 
vided, That the power herein granted to the President to make details and exemp- 
tions shall not be construed to authorize the exemption or detail of any contractor 
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the personal services of said contractor are indispensable to exe- 
on of the contract: Provided further, That when any such contractor shall 
‘ail diligently and faithfully to proceed with the execution of such contract, his 
exemption or detail shall cease. 
Sec. 12. That in appointing local boards of surgeons for the examination of 


; _ persons liable to military service, no member composing the same shall be 
_ appointed from the county or enrolling district in which they are required to 


make such examination. 
Approved February 17, 1864. 


I. The superintendence of the measures necessary for the enroll- 
ment, examination, enlistment, assignment, detail, and exemption of 
all persons not belonging to the Army, in the States east of the Mis- 


_ sissippi River, who are placed in the military service by the above 


act of Congress, is devolved on the Bureau of Conscription; and all 
officers and persons assigned or to be employed in the conscription 
service, or upon other duty imposed upon the Bureau, will be subject 
to its orders, and their various acts and decisions may be revised 
therein, under the orders and instructions of the War Department. 
II. The Bureau of Conscription, under the orders of the Depart- 
ment, will proceed to organize in every State efficient agencies for the 
performance of the necessary duties imposed by this order. These 
agencies will consist of a commandant of conscripts in each State, a 
suitable number of camps of instruction, under the charge of com- 
manders, and enrolling officers, and drill-masters, to be appointed or 
assigned under acts of Congress or the orders of the War Depart- 
ment. The Bureau of Conscription will, by instructions to these 
officers, designate the duties that they shall perform, the reports that 
they shall make, and will determine the effect of their certificates 
and other official evidence they may be required to give. In the per- 
formance of the duties of making exemptions and details, the Bureau 
of Conscription may from time to time organize within the States 


- temporary boards to obtain information and advice relative to the 


necessity or propriety of exemptions or details to be granted under 
the provisions of the above act of Congress. 

III. All applications for exemption or detail under this act, except 
as hereafter excepted, and except such details as are required for 
the service of any of the military bureaus, or for service in any of 
the departments of the Government, will be made in writing to the 
enrolling officer of the appropriate county or district, and be sup- 
ported by the affidavit of the applicant and other testimony under 
oath. The enrolling officer will indorse his opinion on each and every 
application, and transmit it to the commandant of conscription for 
his approval, with a certificate for approval. If the enrolling officer 
approve the application, he may grant a certificate of exemption fora 
period not exceeding sixty days, which shall remain in force for that 
period unless countermanded by the commandant of conscripts. 
Every applicant for exemption or detail, whose claim shall be refused 
by the enrolling officer and commandant of conscripts, will be allowed 
an appeal to the Bureau of Conscription and the War Department. 
But until the application has been made to the enrolling officer and 
the commandant of conscripts, applications will not be entertained 
by the War Department. ; 

IV. Applications for exemptions to insure the production of pro- 
visions for the Army and families of soldiers, and for the exemption 
of overseers, farmers, or planters, or because their services will be 
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more useful to the public as agriculturists than in the military 
service, or of persons between the ages of forty-five and fifty, because 
justice, equity, or necessity require the detail, or because their employ- 
ment is necessary to the public, will be made to the enrolling officer 
in writing, with an affidavit of the person making it, and accompa- 
nied with proof of one or more credible witnesses. The application 
should show with precision the conditions of the alleged private or 
public necessity, advantage, convenience, j 1stice, or equity. Among 
the facts to be stated are the ability of the party to produce the pro- 
vision or supply the want or requirement, the condition of the family, 
whether any of the members belong to the Army, and whether some 
person not liable to military service cannot be procured to perform 
the service. If the decision of the local enrolling officer be favorable, 
he will transmit the same to the commandant of conscripts for 
approval, who may, if he approve, grant an exemption or detail for 
sixty days, and indorse his action thereon, which will be transmitted 
to the Bureau of Conscription. The Bureau will prepare special 
instructions to guide the action of those officers in reference to this 
class of cases. 

V. Applications for certificates of exemption under the third article, 
tenth section, of the act aforesaid, and sixth article of the same sec- 
tion, will be made in all cases to the local enrolling officer,.and his 
certificate must be approved by the Congressional district enrolling 
officer. Applications for exemption under the fifth article of the 
tenth section, relative to the exemption of officers and agents employed 
on railroads may be made directly to the commandant of conscripts 
for the State, who will grant the certificate of exemption authorized 
by law upon a compliance with the conditions contained in the act of 
Congress by the officers therein mentioned. 

VI. The attention of all officers of the Government, and especially 
of those belonging to the military departments mentioned therein, is 
directed to the language and purport of the eighth section of the act 
of Congress above recited. Congress has manifested in various 
enactments the policy to withdraw from the civil service all persons 
capable of performing duty in the field, and this section of the act is 
an emphatic declaration of that intention, accompanied with a severe 
penalty to be imposed upon the officer who may frustrate it. The 
Bureau of Conscription will proceed to enroll for duty all persons who 
may be so employed. But, to prevent the inconvenience and disorder 
that would follow from the instantaneous execution of the law, details 
may be granted until the 10th day of April next, for such of those 
persons as the head of any department or the chief of any bureau or 
the principal officer of the same in any State shall certify to be nee- 
essary for that time to carry on the business in which they are 
employed. In the meantime, it is made the duty of the officers eon- 
trolling this class of persons to substitute, as far as practicable, per- 
sons who are designated in this act as proper to fill such employments 
for those that are made liable to service by the act. 

_ VI. Conscripts unfit for duty in the field, but capable of perform- 
ing other duties named in the eighth section of the act recited, will be 
received and recommended accordingly by the board of examiners 
for conscripts, who in their reports will state distinetly for what 
service or for which department of the Army such conscripts are best 
fitted; and commandants of conscripts will assign them in accordance 
with such recommendations, or, failing to do this, will report for 
assignment through the Bureau of Conscription, to the chief or head 
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i the party from molestation by enrolling officers, unless other- 
vise ordered from the Bureau of Conseription. ; sete 
VIII. The examining boards will forward one copy of the monthly 


BE report of conscripts examined, through the enrolling officer of the 
_ Congressional district, to the commandant of conscripts, who will 


refer the same, with remarks, to the Bureau of Conscription. The 
boards will also forward one copy direct to the Surgeon-General. 
IX. Medical officers and employed physicians on examining boards 
for conscripts will not be assigned to Congressional districts of which 
they are residents. The employed physicians will receive the pay and 
allowances of assistant surgeons. = : 


X. Medical officers detailed for duty on examining boards for con-. 


seripts will be directed to report for orders to the commandants of con- 
scripts of States. 

_ XI. Besides the officers of the Confederate and State governments 
particularly named in the act of Congress, the officers of the Govern- 
ment of the Confederate States whose nominations have been made 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate, or who have been 
appointed by the judges of the district courts, under the authority 
confided by any act of Congress, will be exempted from military sery- 
ice until further orders; also the judges or justices of any supreme, 


superior, or circuit court of any State; also the judges of probate, 
clerk of any court of record, ordinary, sheriff, one tax collector in 


each county, and recorder of deeds and wills, if there be such an 
officer existing by law, and such other officers of the State provided 
by law as the Governor shall certify to be necessary to the proper 
administration of the State government. 

XII. All persons who have been exempted on account of religious 
faith under act of Congress approved 11th of October, 1862, and who 
have paid the tax ot $500 therein provided for, will be exempt from 
enrollment in the military service. 


By order: 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 27. Richmond, March 2, 1864. 


I. The attention of the Army is called to the second and third sec- 
tions of the act of Congress entitled ‘“‘ An act to organize forces to 
serve during the war,” approved 17th of February, 1864. 


Src. 2. That all the persons aforesaid, between the ages of eighteen and forty- 
five, now in service, shall be retained, during the present war with the United 
States, in the same regiments, battalions and companies to which they belong at 
the passage of this act, with the same organization and officers, unless regularly 
transferred or discharged, in accordance with the laws and regulations for the 
government of the Army: Provided, That companies from one State, organized 
against their consent, expressed at the time, with regiments or battalions from 
another State, shall have the privilege of being transferred to organizations of 
troops in the same arm of the service from the States in which said companies 
were raised, and the soldiers from one State in companies from another State 


Pe 8 


184 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


shall be allowed, if they desire it, a transfer to organizations from their own State 
in the same arm of the service. 1 

Sec. 3. That, at the expiration of six months from the 1st day of April next 
a bounty of one hundred dollars in a 6 per centum Government bond, which the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to issue, shall be paid to every 
non-commissioned officer, musician and private who shall then be in the service. 
or, in the event of his death previous to the period of such payment, then to the 
person or persons who would be entitled by law to receive the arrearages of his 
pay; but no one shall be entitled to the bounty herein provided who shall, at any 
time during the period of six months next after the said first day of April, be 
absent from his command without leave. 

II. The generals of departments will ascertain whether there be 
in their respective departments any company or companies from one 
State associated with companies belonging to another State, either in 
battalions or regiments, who were placed in such organizations against 
their consent, expressed at the time, and will report the same to the 
Adjutant and Inspector General as soon as practicable, with a recom- 
mendation that they be transferred, if they now. desire it, tc some 
organization of troops in the same arm of the service fron. the 
State in which the said companies were raised. 

III. Measures will be taken by the commanding generals of 
departments to place in companies of the same arm of the service in 
which they are serving, raised in States to which they respectively 
belong, the privates who are serving in companies raised in other 
States. This privilege will be freely granted to all privates making 
the application. A private will be considered as belonging to that 
State in which he was residing for twelve months prior to his enlist- 
ment. Measures will also be taken to have proper rolls prepared on 
the 1st of April, proximo, or as soon after as practicable, and returned 
to the Office of the Adjutant and Inspector General, so as to secure 
to all the persons designated in the third section of the above-recited 
act the benefits conferred by it. 

By order: 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
= Richmond, Va., March 2, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 

YouR EXCELLENCY: I am duly in receipt of yours of 17th ultimo. 
I have already written you of the difficulty of transporting to Wil- 
mington a sufficiency of cotton to meet our urgent and pressing wants. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sims, chief of the railroad bureau, to whom I had 
referred your letter, returns it indorsed: 

All the rolling-stock that can be found is now employed in running cotton to 
Wilmington, and instructions have been sent out to load all trains with Govern- 


ment cotton to the exclusion of that owned by private parties. N othing more 
can be done without diverting some of the corn trains. 


You will see, therefore, that every effort is being made to transport 
the Government cotton to Wilmington. On 26th ultimo Mr. Seixas 
was enabled to borrow 600 bales of cotton from some parties in Wil- 
mington, and I at once telegraphed him to pay over 300 of them to your 
agent. The balance of the debt will be canceled as rapidly as possible. 

Your obedient servant, very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


APARTMENT, STAT OF SOX 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
In reply to yours of 21st of January declining to discharge sol- 
ppointed to the military academy of the State, I ask leave to call 
ur attention to the resolution of the Legislature, a copy of which I 
slose.* Many of these boys entered the service before they were 
sixteen years old, have fought gallantly, made good soldiers, and — 
deserve to be placed on the roll of honor, which a grateful State has 
_ provided for such services. While no one can be more anxious than 
-mnyself to fill the ranks of the Army, yet I cannot be insensible to the 
- claims of the State and the duty which she owes to those gallant 
_ youths who have so well maintained her character and honor in the 
field. I cannot agree with you, without some qualification, that the 
Army is the best school of instruction. To one who has been well 
grounded in all the elementary branches it may be, but to one who 
can barely read and write, it is certainly better to allow him the 
opportunities which the State has afforded by this resolution, and 
thus fit him to command and to become an educated and accomplished 
officer. I ask also to call your attention to the fact that the number 
to be appointed is but six a year, and all of these do not come from 
the Army—not more than half—as some are the sons of deceased 
soldiers, and are taken from civil life. It is also proper to state that 
the appointments made by the Board of Visitors are entirely distinct 
and not included in the application here made. I respectfully sug- 
gest that the discharges now claimed are too few to make a material 
diminution of the Army. I therefore think it is due to the Legisla- 
ture that. I press upon you the propriety of discharging from service 
such appointments as I have made or may hereafter make under this 
resolution. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


M. L. BONHAM. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 2, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BONHAM, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 23d ultimo is received. In reply I have the 
honor to say that conscripts are devoted to the organizations existing 
on the 16th of April, 1862, when the first act passed. In making 
assignments, however, the principle, which has been considered most 
equitable, has been to assign in the ratio of deficiencies in each com- 
pany until the minimum fixed by law is attained in all, and the 
Consecript Bureau has been instructed to observe this rule. I trust 
its equity and policy will commend it to your approval. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* Not found. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 28. t Richmond, March 4, 1864. 


I. Paragraph V, General Orders, No. 13, 1864, is thus amended: — 

Officers of the Quartermaster’s Department will, upon the requisi- 
tion of company commanders, issue clothing directly to soldiers and 
take their individual receipts therefor. 

Il. Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 67, 1863, is amended as 
follows: 

If any cavalryman “shall not keep himself provided with a service- 
able horse, he shall serve on foot,” and be transferred to any regiment 
of infantry from the State from which he volunteered or was con- 
seribed that the department commander may order. 

Ill. The following act of Congress is published for the information 
of the Army: 


AN ACT to allow commissioned officers of the Army rations and the privilege of purchasing clothing 
from the Quartermaster’s Department. . 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That from and after 
the passage of this act, all commissioned officers of the armies, whilst on duty in 
the field, or in the naval service, whilst afloat, of the Confederate States, shall be 
entitled to one ration in kind each, in quantity and quality, the same as are now 
allowed by law to privates, and shall draw and receive the same under such regu- 
lations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of War. 

Sec. 2. That all commissioned officers of the armies of the Confederate States 
shall be allowed to purchase clothing, and cloth for clothing, from any quarter- 
master, at the price which it cost the Government, all expenses included: Provided, 
That no quartermaster shall be allowed to sell to any officer any clothing or cloth 
for clothing which would be proper to issue to privates, until all privates entitled 
to receive the same shall have been first supplied: Provided, That the officer offer- 
ing to purchase shall give his certificate, on honor, that the articles are necessary 
for his own personal comfort and use, and in no case shall more than one suit 
per annum be allowed to be so purchased by any officer: Provided, That no law 
or army regulation shall hereafter be construed to allow an officer to purchase or 
draw from subsistence stores, more than one ration a day, or for less price than 
the cost thereof, including transportation. 

Sec. 3. That nc officer under the rank of brigadier-general shall hereafter be 
entitled to forage, or commutation for forage, for more than one horse, except 
when on service in the field. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


IV. Rations in kind, the same in quality and quantity as are now 
allowed by law to privates, will be issued to regimental commissioned 
officers whilst on duty in the field, upon provision returns approved 
by the commanding officer of the regiment, and to general and staff 
officers upon their own certificates. 

V. One ration a day in kind may be purchased by any officer not 
in the field, who is upon duty under orders from this office or from 
any department commander, at cost, including transportation. 

VI. Officers retired in accordance with the act to provide an invalid 
corps, approved February 17, 1864, are not entitled to draw or pur- 
chase rations unless assigned to duty by orders under the provisions 
of that law. 

VII. The Quartermaster-General will issue instructions to quarter- 
masters and assistant quartermasters to carry into effect section 3 of 
the above act and so much of section 2 of the same act as relates to 
his department. 

By order: 

5S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


field. 

The certificates of the Examining Board will recite the exact status 
of the officers, and also the extent of any alleged disability, and 
_ whether said disability has arisen from wounds or disease received or 
_ contracted while in the service of the Confederate States. 
The certificates will be forwarded to this Bureau with remarks by 
the commandants. 

By command of Col. John S. Preston, superintendent: 

: : C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Official regulations to carry into effect the act ‘to impose regulations 
upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate States to provide for 
the public defense.” 


I.—AS TO THE SEA. 


1. The owners of any vessel intending to sail from a Confederate 
port with a cargo consisting in whole or in part of cotton, tobacco, 
military and naval stores, sugar, molasses, or rice, shall, before lad- 
ing on board of any such articles, file with the collector of the port 
from which the vessel is to sail a copy of her register with a declara- 
tion of the names of the owners and officers thereof, the place of their 
birth and of their residence for the preceding year, together with the 
port or place to which the said vessel proposes to sail. The said dec- 
laration shall also set forth the quantity and value, in Confederate 
currency, of the cargo proposed to be taken out, as also the consent 
of the said owners that one-half of the tonnage of the said vessel may 
be employed by the Confederate Government for its own use, both on 
- the outward and homeward voyage, at the rate of freight hereinafter 
mentioned. The collector shall submit a statement as to the owners 
and officers to the military commandant of the port, and if he shall 
not object to their loyalty or to the sailing of the vessel for reasons of 
military necessity the collector shall grant a permit for the lading of 
the said vessel, one-half for account of the owners and one-half for 
account of the Confederate States. 

2. Before the said lading shall be completed the owners of the ves- 
sel shall execute to the Confederate States a bond in double the value 
of the vessel, with security deemed adequate by the collector, condi- 
tioned that she will pursue the voyage designated, and that she will 
return with reasonable dispatch to a Confederate port after her out- 
ward cargo shall be discharged, with a cargo consisting one-half of 
articles not prohibited by the laws of Confederate Government and 
the other half of such articles as the Government shall offer for ship- 
ment from such port, at the rate of freight hereinafter mentioned. 

3. Each shipper of any portion of the cargo proposed to be laden on 
board the said vessel shall, before the lading thereof, make applica- 
tion to the collector for a permit to lade the same, which application 
shall declare the articles to be shipped and the quantity and value 
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thereof in Confederate currency, the port of destination, and the name 
of the consignee. A permit shall be granted by the collector if the 
application is deemed satisfactory. The lading shall be had under 
the inspection of a revenue officer, who shall be charged with the duty 
of seeing that the goods laden conform to the permit. 

4. Before the completion of the lading on board or the granting a. 
clearance each shipper of any portion of the cargo shall execute and 
deliver to the collector a bond to the Confederate States in double 
the value of his shipment in Confederate money, with security deemed 
adequate by the collector, with condition that at least one-half the 
net proceeds of said shipment shall be invested in goods or articles 
not prohibited by law, and that the said goods or articles shall be 
shipped by the same or some other vessel to the Confederate States 
within sixty days from the unlading of said cargo; or that the said 
half of the net proceeds shall be paid in coin or sterting exchange to 
the proper agent of the Confederate States, to be reimbursed to the 
shipper by the delivery to him of cotton at the port of departure in 
the Confederate States at the rate of 10 pence sterling per pound for 
middling uplands. 

5. The freight to be paid by the Confederate States on all cotton 
and tobacco shipped from a Confederate port shall be 5 pence sterling 
per pound, payable on delivery at the port of destination in coin or 
sterling exchange. Return freight shall be at the rate of £25 per ton, 
payable on its delivery in the Confederate port, in cotton at 10 pence 
sterling per pound for middling uplands, and at a proportionate price 
for cotton of other qualities. In caleulating the ton of freight by 
weight, 2,240 pounds shall be allowed; by measure, 40 cubic feet shall 
be allowed. 

6. If the outward-bound vessel shall consent, at the request of the 
Government, to take two-thirds of her cargo for account of the Con- 
federate States, the outward freight shall be 6 pence sterling per 
pound; and whenever the Government is not prepared to fill up any 
portion of the tonnage reserved for its use at the time at which any 
vessel may be made ready to sail, the owners may fill up the same on 
their own account; but no vessel shall, without consent of the Govern- 
ment, sail on her outward voyage until one-third of her cargo shall be 
laden for the use of the Government. 

7. The rate of freight for articles other than cotton and tobacco 
shall be adjusted at the same relative rate and be payable in the 
same way. 

8. The Government reserves the right to limit or prohibit the ship- 
ment of resin, turpentine, or any manufacture thereof, whenever 
deemed dangerous to its own shipment. 

9. Upon the completion of the lading of the vessel, and before 
receiving her clearance, there shall be delivered to the collector, in 
addition to the usual manifest, another, setting forth the names, ages, 
and description of her officers and crew and of every passenger 
intending to sailin her. The said last-mentioned manifest shall be 
delivered to the commandant of the port, who shall thereupon cause 
the entire vessel to be searched, and if satisfied that the parties on 
board are persons who may safely be permitted to leave the Confed- 
eracy, and the passengers have the proper passports, he shall certify 
the same on the manifest and return the same to the collector, where- 
upon, and not before, a clearance shall be granted to the vessel, and 
she shall be permitted to sail. 

10. The owners of each vessel and of each portion of a cargo sailing 
from a Confederate port shall be allowed to take up their respective 
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all be construed to prohibit the Confederate States, or any of 
from exporting any of the articles herein enumerated on their 
account;” nor shall a bond be required of a State in any case. 
The penalties of all bonds executed in conformity with these 
lations shall be recovered in full on proof of breach of the con- 
litions of the bond, and without proof of any damage suffered by the 
Confederate States im consequence of such breach, and all bonds 
shall be executed in such force as to give effect to this-regulation. 
_ 13. Vessels sent into the Confederacy for the purpose of exporting 
cotton received in payment of any Confederate bond or obligation 
shall be subject to these regulations only as far as relates to such 
portion of the tonnage, if any, as may remain vacant after the lading 
of the cotton received in payment as aforesaid. 
14. The regulations for overland commerce with neutral countries 
~ will be issued separately within a few days. 
Approved. 
C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
Approved March 5, 1864. 
E JEFF’N DAVIS. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 29. ‘ Richmond, March 6, 1864. 


I. The following acts of Congress are published for the information 
of the Army: 


(1.) 


AN ACT to prevent the procuring, aiding, and assisting persons to desert from the Army of the 
Confederate States, and for other purposes. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That every per- 
son not subject to the Rules and Articles of War, who shall procure or entice a 
soldier or person enrolled for service in the Army of the Confederate States to 
desert; or who shall aid or assist any deserter from the Army, or any person 
enrolled for service, to evade their proper commanders, or to prevent their arrest 
to be returned to the service; or who shall knowingly conceal or harbor any such 
deserter ; or shall purchase from any soldier or person enrolled for service any 
portion of his arms, equipments, rations or clothing, or any property belonging 
to the Confederate States or any officer or soldier of the Confederate States, shall, 
upon conviction before the district court of the Confederate States, having juris- 
diction of the offense, be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars, and be impris- 
oned not exceeding two years. 

Approved January 22, 1864. 


(2.) 
AN ACT to aid any State in communicating with, and perfecting records concerning its troops. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That upon the 
application of the Governor of any of the Confederate States, the Secretary of 
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War be, and he is hereby, authorized to grant passports and transportation to an 
officer of such State, duly prams ik according to the law of said State, to 
communicate with its troops for such purposes, and at such times and places as 
shall be approved by the Secretary of War, and such officer shall be allowed to 
purchase for himself supplies from the commissary stores, on the same terms with 
officers of similar rank in the Service of the Confederate States, and according to 
the regulations which govern them: Provided, Such supplies shall not exceed 
those which a colonel of the Confederate States is allowed to purchase : Provided, 
That these agents shall be charged with the duty of obtaining from the officers in 
command of companies, final statements of deceased soldiers, to be filed in the 
Second Auditor’s Office, to facilitate the settlement of such claims. 
Approved February 16, 1864. 


(3.*) 
(4.) 


AN ACT creating the office of ensign in the Army of the Confederate States. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That there shall 
be appointed by the President, to each regiment of infantry in the Army of the 
Confederate States an officer to be known as ensign, with the rank, pay and 
allowances of a first lieutenant, whose duty it shall be to bear the colors of the 
regiment, but without ight to command in the field. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(5.) 


AN ACT to authorize the promotion of officers, non-commissioned officers and privates for distin- 
guished skill or valor. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
is hereby authorized upon the recommendation of the general commanding a 
department or a separate army in the field, to fill any vacancy in the commis- 
sioned officers of a regiment or battalion, by the promotion to the same, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, of any officer, non-commissioned officer 
or private who may have distinguished himself by exhibiting peculiar valor or 
skill on the battle-field: Provided, That the officer, non-commissioned officer or 
private so recommended and nominated for promotion, shall belong to the regi- 
ment or battalion in which the vacancy may have occurred. 

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts in conflict with the above provisions are 
hereby repealed. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(6.) 


AN ACT to amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide and organize engineer troops to serve during 
the war,” approved twentieth March, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the above- 
recited act be so amended that there shall be allowed to each regiment of engineer 
troops two quartermaster-sergeants. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(7.) 


AN ACT to amend the acts of April first, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and September twenty- 
third, eighteen hundred and sixty-two. : 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the acts 
approved twenty-first April, eighteen hundred and sixty-twv, and twenty-third 
September, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, regulating the increase and rank of 
the Corps of Engineers of the Provisional Army, be amended to read as follows: 
That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint, with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, an additional number of officers in the Engineer Corps, 
of the Provisional Army: Provided, That the whole corps shall not exceed one 
hundred and twenty, and that the number of officers in each grade be limited to 
three colonels, four lieutenant-colonels, eight majors, forty-five captains, thirty- 
five first lieutenants, and twenty-five second lieutenants. 


* Relates to the sustenance of prisoners of war, and is published in Seri 
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! "I to amend an act entitled “ An act to provide and ineer 
| AC’ en provide and organize engineer troops to serve durin, 
___ the war,” approved March twentieth, one thousand eight untied and Ste totes: aia J 


_ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That an act “to 
provide and organize engineer troops to serve during the war,” approved twen- 
_tieth March, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, be ena to read as 
_ follows: That there shall be selected, in such manner as the Secretary of War 
_ may direct, from each division of infantry in service, or from every twelve regi- 
_ ments when not formed into divisions, one company of engineer troops, to consist 
of one hundred men, chosen with a view to their mechanical skill and physical 
_ fitness, and that the men assigned to such company shall be required to serve in 
the same only during the balance of their term of service respectively. These 

- companies may be formed or recruited from conscripts and volunteers. 
Src. 2. That each company shall consist of eight sergeants, seven corporals, 
_ forty artificers and forty-five laborers, and that two musicians may be added. 
Sec. 38. That the commissioned officers of each company shall consist of one - 
captain, one first lieutenant and two second lieutenants; and that the original 
vacancies in.these companies shall be filled by the transfer of officers of corre- 
_ sponding grade from the Engineer Corps, if practicable, and where not, then from 
_ the other corps or from the line or staff of the Army, reference being always had to 
their qualifications as engineers, or by selection; but no one shall be selected who 
is not now serving in or with the Army, unless he is a military or civil engineer. 
Sec. 4. That the companies shall be organized into regiments of ten companies 
each, and that the field and staff officers shall consist of one colonel, one lieuten- 
ant-colonel, one major, one adjutant with the rank of first lieutenant, one 
quartermaster-sergeant, and one sergeant-major ; and that the original vacancies 
in the regiments shall be filled in the manner provided for filling the same in the 
companies by the third section of this act. 
Sec. 5. Thatin each regiment two of the companies shall be assigned to duty 

as pontoniers, and each be furnished with a bridge train complete. 3 

Src. 6. That the officer in charge of the Engineer Bureau, subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of War, shall prescribe the number, form, and dimen- 
sions of the wagons, pontoons, trestles, tools, implements, arms and other neces- 
saries for all the troops organized by this act. 

Src. 7. That vacancies in the established regiments to and including the rank 
of captain, shall be filled by promotion regimentally, according to seniority, 
except in case of disability or other incompetency. The field officers shall be 
appointed by selections from the captains of the regiments or battalions, except in 
the case of original appointment or vacancy caused by promotion to original 
vacancy of higher rank. 

Src. 8. That the monthly pay of the engineer troops shall be as follows: Of a 
colonel, two hundred and ten dollars; of a lieutenant-colonel, one hundred and 
eighty-five dollars; of a major, one hundred and sixty-two dollars; of a captain, 
one hundred and forty dollars; of a first lieutenant, one hundred dollars; of a 
second lieutenant, ninety dollars; and the adjutant shall receive ten dollars per 
month in addition to his pay as lieutenant. j 

Sec. 9. That the pay of the enlisted men per month shall be as follows: The 
sergeant-major and quartermaster-seageant, each thirty-four dollars; sergeants, 
thirty-four dollars; corporals, twenty dollars; artificers, seventeen dollars ; 
laborers and musicians, thirteen dollars. 

Src. 10. The mounted engineer troops may be selected from the cavalry, and be 
organized according to the provisions of this act, for engineer troops, as herein- 
before specified. : 

Src. 11. Officers of the Engineer Corps and of the engineer troops of the 
Provisional Army of equal rank may, with mutual consent, be transferred : 
Provided, The relative rank of no officer of either corps be prejudiced thereby. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 
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(9.) 
AN ACT to amend the Sixty-fifth Article of War. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Sixty-fifth 
Article of War be so amended as to read as follows: Article sixty-five. Any general 
officer commanding an army or commanding a force of cavalry not with and 
under the immediate command of the commander of an army, or other officer 
commanding a separate department, may appoint general courts-martial when- 
ever necessary. But no sentence of a court-martial shall be carried into execution 
until after the whole proceedings shall have been laid before the officer ordering the 
same, or the officer commanding the troops for the time being; neither shall any 
sentence of a general court-martial in time of peace, extending to the loss of life, 
or the dismission of a commissioned officer, or which shall, either in time of peace 
or war, respect a general officer, be carried into execution untilafter the whole 
proceedings shall have been transmitted to the Secretary of War, to be laid 
before the President of the Confederate States for his confirmation or disapproval 
and orders in the case. All other sentences may be confirmed and executed by 
the officer ordering the court to assemble, or the commanding officer for the time 
being, as the case may be. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(10.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to organize military courts to attend the Army of the 
Confederate States in the field, and to define the powers of said courts.” 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the act enti- 
tled ‘‘An act to organize military courts to attend the Army of the Confederate 
States in the field, and to define the powers of said courts,” be so amended as to 
authorize the President to establish one in North Alabama, which shall sit at 
such times and places as said court may direct, and shall have all the powers and 
jurisdiction given to said military courts by said act; but the judges thereof shall 
give ten days’ notice of the times and places of holding said courts before the 
same are held: Prowided, however, That said court shall cease to exist after one 
year from the passage of this act, unless longer continued by Congress. 

Approved February 13, 1864. 


(11.) 
AN ACT to authorize the President to establish additional military courts. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That in addition 
to the military courts now authorized by law, the President be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to appoint a military court to attend any division of cavalry in the 
field, and also one for each State within a military department, whenever, in his 
judgment, such courts would promote the public interest ; which courts shall be 
organized, and have the same powers and duties, and the members thereof 
appointed as provided by law. 

Approved February 16, 1864. 


(12.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to organize military courts 10 attend the Army of the 
Confederate States in the field, and to define the powers of said courts,’ approved October ninth 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two. : 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That when two or 
more army corps are united in the same army, charges shall be referred to said 
courts, and their proceedings be subject to review by the army commander, as in 
the case of general courts-martial; and that the jurisdiction of each of said courts 
shall extend to any person connected with the army of which the corps to which 
the court is attached may be a part, without being limited to members of the 
particular corps to which said court may be attached. 

Sec. 2. That when the corps to which any military court may be attached 
shall, from any cause, cease to exist as such, the Secretary of War shall assign 
the members and officers of such court to any other unsupplied corps, or other 
subdivision of any of the armies of the Confederate States, where a military court 
may be needed; and exchanges and transfers of individual members and officers 
from any one court to another, may be made by the Secretary of War, on applica- 
tion of the parties concerned; the consent of the commander or commanders of 
the army or armies to which the particular courts may belong having been first 
obtained to such exchange or transfer. 


y extend the jurisdic 
crane of lieutenant-general. — 


864. 


; age (13.) 


—- ~3) AN ACT to confer additional powers upon courts-martial and military courts. 

+ a : 

___ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That any mili- 
tary court or court-martial convened within the Army of the Confederate States 


shall have power to summon as a witness before it any citizen of the State in 
which said court may, at the time, hold its session; and any citizen disobeyin 
said summons, upon information given thereof by the judge-advocate of sai 
military court or court-martial to the judge of the district court of the Confeder- 
ate States for the district in which said citizen may reside, shall be subject to the 
same penalties as for disobedience of an order of said district court; or, on appli- 
cation of the judge-advocate, such citizen witness may, by military force, be 
arrested and brought before said military court or court-martial by order of the 
commander of the Army, and may be held in close confinement until he or she shall 
consent to testify. 

_ Sec. 2. That any citizen witness appearing upon being summoned, as provided 
in this act, shall be paid such reasonable amount for his or her attendance as the 
commander of the Army shall deem reasonable, which payment shall be made by 
any paymaster, upon the certificate of said commander, specifying the amount. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(14.) 


AN ACT to authorize commanders of corps and departments to detail field officers as members of 
military courts, under certain circumstances. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That command- 
ers of corps and departments be, and they are hereby, authorized to detail field 
officers as members of military courts, whenever any of the judges of said courts 
shall be disqualified by consanguinity or affinity, or unable, from sickness or other 
unavoidable cause, to attend said courts. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


(15.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to punish drunkenness in the Army,” approved April 
twenty-first, eighteen hundred and sixty-two. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the juris- 
diction conferred upon courts of inquiry in the act above recited is hereby 
repealed, and the said jurisdiction is hereby conferred, for the punishment of the 
offence therein named, upon the military courts and general courts-martial con- 
vened in the Army of the Confederate States ; and the proceedings therein shall 
be subject to review as in other cases. 

Src. 2. That any citizen of the Confederate States is hereby authorized to make 
report of any violation of the provisions of the act to which this is an amend- 
ment, in the same manner as officers of the Army are now required to do. 

Sec. 3. Upon any trial for drunkenness, it shall be lawful to prove, without 
special charge, that the accused is of intemperate habits; and if the court shall 
find that he is of such habits, he shall be cashiered or otherwise punished, at the 
discretion of the court. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(16.) 


AN ACT to authorize the organization of auxiliary bureaus of the War Department west of the 
Mississippi River. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That under the 
direction of the President, such bureaus or agencies of the War Department may 
be organized west of the Mississippi River as the public service may require, 
which shall be auxiliary to the similiar bureaus of said Department established 
by law, and shall perform such duties as may be directed by_instructions from 
the Secretary of War, or the general commanding in the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, acting under the authority of the War Department. 
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SEC. 2. Such staff officers and clerks may be assigned to duty, or appointed by 
the President in these bureaus, as may be necessary for the service ; and ‘under 
authority from the President, the general commanding in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department may assign such officers to duty, or make appointments therein, sub- 
ject to the approval of the President: Provided, That no clerk employed under 
this act shall be allowed a salary exceeding $2,000 per annum, or be liable to 
military duty. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 

(17.) 


AN ACT authorizing chaplains, in certain cases, to draw forage for one horse. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That chaplains in 
the Army, in actual service in the field, shall be entitled to draw forage for one 
horse: Provided, The chaplain has a horse in his use. = 

Approved January 22, 1864. 


(18.) 
AN ACT relating to the appointment of a general and lieutenant-generals. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Presi- 
dent may appoint one general in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 
when, in his discretion, it shall be deemed necessary and proper, for the com- 
mand of the Trans-Mississippi Military Department, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Src. 2. That the President may, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appoint lieutenant-generals in the Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States, when, in his discretion, it shall be deemed necessary for the command of 
any one of the military departments. 

Sec. 8. That the officers appointed under the provisions of this act, shall con- 
tinue to hold the rank herein provided, so long as they shall efficiently discharge 
the duties in command of said several departments, and no longer, but will 
resume thereafter their former rank in the service. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


(19.) 


A BILL to repeal an act to organize bands of partisan rangers, approved April twenty-first, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two, and for other purposes. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the act of 
Congress aforesaid be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That organi- 
zations of partisan rangers acting as regular cavalry at the passage of this act, 
shall be continued in their present organization: Provided, They shall hereafter 
be considered as regular cavalry and not as partisan rangers. 

Sec. 2. That all the bands of partisan rangers organized under the said act, 
may, as the interests of the service allow, be united with other organizations, or 
be organized into battalions and regiments, with the view to bringing them under 
the general conditions of the Provisional Army as to discipline, control and 
movements, under such regulations as the Secretary of War may prescribe. 

_Sec. 38. The Secretary of War shall be authorized, if he deems proper, for a 
time, or permanently, to except from the operation of this act such companies as 
are serving within the lines of the enemy, and under such conditions as he may 
prescribe. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


By order: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, )} ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


No. 54. ' Richmond, March 5, 1864. 
I. The following act of Congress and the joint resolution construing 
the same are published for the information of all concerned: 


AN ACT to increase the compensation of certain civil officers and employés in the President’ 
and in the Executive and Legislative Departments, at Richmond tor a limited period. es 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the salaries 
and compensation of all civil officers and employés in the President’s Office, and in 
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Sa 
_ passage of this act to the 15th of May, 1864, at the rate of 100 per cent. per 
annum: Provided, The same shall not be thereby increased Rrcne 


q ecutive and Legislative Departments, at Richmond, whose compensation or 
ries do not éxceed the sum ; 


of $2,000 per annum, shall be increased from the 


2 } the rate of 
$3,000 per annum ; and the salaries of all said officers whose compensation is above 


$2,000, and does not exceed the sum of $3,000 per annum, shall, for the same period 


of time, be increased at the rate of 50 per cent. per annum; but it is hereby 


_ expressly declared that the increased compensation provided for by this act, shall 
not be paid to any officer or employé in any Executive Department of the Govern- 


ment, who is liable to perform military duty, or is able to bear arms in the field, 
unless such officer or employé shall first obtain a certificate from the head of the 
department in which he is engaged, that his services are absolutely necessary to 
the Government, and that his place cannot be supplied by any one known to the 
head of the department who is not subject to military duty, which said certificate 
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Treasury before the money is paid; and it 
shall be the duty of the said Secretary, at the beginning of each session, to com- 
municate a list of all such certificates to Congress: Provided, That no clerk who, 
by virtue of a military commission, receives rations, or commutation of rations, 


shall be entitled to the benefits of this act. 


Approved January 380, 1864. 


JOINT RESOLUTION construing an ‘Act to increase the compensation of civil officers and 
employés in the President's Office and in the Executive and Legislative Departments, at Richmond, 
for a limited period,” approved January 30, 1864. 


Resolved, That the ‘‘Act to increase the compensation of certain civil officers 
and employés in the President’s Office and in the Executive and Legislative 
Departments, at Richmond, for a limited period,” approved January 30, 1864, be, 
and the same is hereby, construed so as to embrace soldiers detailed for clerical 
duty in Richmond. 


* i * *% *% * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
: Richmond, Va., March 4, 1864. 
Capt. WILLIAM GABBETT, 
Supt. Districts Nos. 8 and 9, Blue Mountain, Ala.: 

The attention of district superintendents of the niter and mining 
service is called to General Orders, Nos. 18 and 26, current series. 

In all districts exposed to the enemy a military organization, with 
simple drill for an irregular force moving rapidly, will be arranged 
by each superintendent, to embrace all the workmen who can be con- 
veniently assembled on short notice. To retain unquestioned control 
over the men it is essential that each superintendent should command 
as field officer, always bearing in mind that ‘‘military orders must be 
subordinate to work.” Beyond this the organization will conform 
as closely as possible to. the ‘‘local defense act.” Arms will be 
furnished on requisition. 

When such organization is completed the superintendent will report 
the fact to the general commanding district or department, and, rep- 
resenting the urgent requisitions for ordnance stores upon the niter 
and mining service, will state the wish of the Secretary of War that 
their force shall only be called off in extreme cases and returned at 
the earliest moment. 

All interruptions of work in violation of General Orders, No. 18, 
will be promptly reported for the action of the Secretary of War, with 
a concise statement of names, dates, and facts. To the officer so 
offending, if claiming to act under superior orders, a calm protest 
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will be made, if possible in writing, fixing a distinct responsibility 
upon his actions for damage thereby inflicted upon the service. At 
the same time all reasonable aid will be extended to officers of the 
enrolling service acting in the proper discharge of their duties. 

Special attention is directed to the absence of restriction upon the 
labor of the niter and mining service in the act ‘‘to organize forces 
for the war.” 

The officers of this service, thus placed upon honor, are expected to 
exercise unusual vigilance in sending to the Army every man that can 
possibly be spared by substituting therefor exempt and negro labor. 
Clerical work must be performed by those who cannot render field 
service, special care being taken to employ, where practicable, refugee 
ladies in needy circumstances. 

In all these arrangements results must first be studied. Returns of 
material must be increased, not diminished. Where this ean be done 
by substituted labor especial credit will be awarded, but until the 
Seeretary of War shall see proper to recall the conscript labor at 
present employed usefully and effectively, the superintendent can 
continue existing arrangements rather than risk a deficient supply. 

The charge indicated in these instructions calls for a peculiar degree 
of devotion and personal forbearance. While the frequent misap- 
preciation of labors so important is deeply to be regretted, yet, under 
the orders of the Secretary of War, it remains for the corps to press on 
quietly, resolutely, and most earnestly in the effort to do double duty 
during the present critical campaign. 

I. M. ST. JOHN, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


ATLANTA, March 5, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: In obedience to your instructions I returned home after 
the adjournment of Congress and proceeded at once to encourage the 
raising and organization of volunteer companies, battalions, and 
regiments, to be composed of persons between seventeen and eighteen - 
and forty-five and fifty years of age, under the late military bill for 
State defense, &c. I wrote Governor Brown, asking his co-operation, 
and inclose herewith an exact copy of his reply, from which it appears 
that the question of the propriety of the proposed organization of this 
class of troops will be submitted to the Legislature, soon to assemble 
in extra session. In my efforts to get volunteers I find the young 
men disposed to come promptly forward, but the men over forty-five, 
with few exceptions, refuse to volunteer, giving as a reason that it 
will be time enough to do so when ealled out by order of the Presi- 
dent. In view of this state of affairs I beg to suggest that it would 
greatly facilitate volunteering if the President would issue his order 
allowing a limited time within which to volunteer, and upon failure 
to do so to be enrolled. I have about twenty companies in process of 
organization, and hope to be able to send you before the expiration 
of the present month the muster-rolls of two or more regiments. 
Please send me such instructions as may be necessary, and if deemed 
advisable submit this letter and inclosure to the President. 

With sentiments of highest esteem, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LUCIUS J. GARTRELL. 
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bei A ae : 


[Third indorsement.] 


alent S., 


Secretary. 
[Fourth indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, March 24, 1864. 
Re reenositally returned to the Secretary of War, and attention invited 
to paragraph XIX of Circular No. 8, from this Bureau. 
JNO. 8S. PRESTON,: 
_ Colonel and Superintendent. 


[Inclosure. ] 


MILLEDGEVILLE, March 1, 1864. 
Col. L. J. GARTRELL: 


DEAR SiR: In reply to your letter I state that I can make no state- 
ment about the enrollment of men between forty-five and fifty till I 
know the pleasure of the Legislature soon to assemble. When last 
in session they passed an act directing me to have enrolled all such 
for State defense, and I do not know that they will recognize the right 
of the Confederate Government now to take them all outof the hands 
of the State. If conscription is legal and constitutional, as our 
courts hold, for raising armies in the proper sense of that term, it 
does not follow that Congress is authorized to take into its own hands 
the internal police regulations of the States and deprive the States of 
the power to execute their own laws or to suppress internal insur- 
rections. | 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 5, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 29th ultimo 
relative to an apprehended collision between the Confederate and State 
authorities in the enforcement of the recent law of Congress abolish- 
ing conscription. You cannot deprecate more a collision of such a 
character, nor be more anxious to avoid it, than myself, and yet I am 
unable to perceive how naturally or rightfully, in the enforcement of 
the law, such collision can occur. 
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The decision of Judge Pearson on the constitutionality of the law 
abolishing substitution appears, to my humble judgment, strange and 
clearly incorrect, and, being contrary to the general course of decision 
and received opinion, and only in a case at chambers, cannot be con- 
sidered as settling the law. An appeal has therefore been directed in 
the particular case, and the enrolling officers directed to proceed in 
enrolling under the law. Judge Pearson’s decision, found even inac- 
curate, is, of course, until reversed, the law of the particular case, 
and will be respected as such. No effort will therefore be made to 
arrest or enroll the man temporarily discharged by him, and how then 
can any possible obligation be imposed on you to execute the judg- 
ment or protect that man? You have, I presume, been inaccurately 
informed, or have incorrectly presumed the action of the enrolling 
officers would be against that man. In other cases arising under that 
special law, or others imposing military service, when persons seeking 
to avoid military service sue out writs of habeas ‘corpus, officers are 
instructed not to appear with the person, but to make return accord- 
ing to the precise and clear provision of the late law, that the person 
is held by authority of the President for attempting to avoid military 
service. The act, then, by its plain language, not susceptible of 
doubt or misconstruction, suspends the writ so long as the writ is in 
force. It cannot be presumed that any judge will be guilty of the 
judicial usurpation of disregarding such return and attempt to enforce 
the writ. Should such assumption be practiced, collision would only 
result from the wanton, unauthorized attempt by violence to take 
from the Confederate officer the person of the petitioner, or to take 
the officer himself for punishment. In such event the State authori- 
ties could clearly not be justified in such acts of aggressive violence, 
and it is not deemed necessary to advert to what, under his oath of 
office, would be the plain duty of the President to see to the due 
enforcement of the laws and the protection of Confederate officers 
acting in conformity to them. You will the more readily appreciate 
this obligation, because in another aspect, under a mistaken concep- 
tion of the proposed action of the Confederate Government, you have 
seen no alternative to the discharge of a kindred duty. 

In view of the facts as they exist, and of the proposed action of the 
Confederate Government, I trust all apprehension of collision may be 
dismissed, and yet there will not be the necessity of foregoing, during 
the ensuing critical campaign (on which the civil liberties of all may 
depend), the services of a considerable number of efficient soldiers, 
which the arrangement you suggest would withdraw, to await a 
judicial adjudication, which, I am happy to think, cannot be doubtful. 

Very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


No. 30. Richmond, March 7, 1864. 
_ I. The following act of Congress concerning impressments, and the 
instructions of the War Department respecting it, are published for 
the information and direction of all concerned: 


AN ACT to amend ‘An act to regulate impressments,”’ approved March twenty-sixth, eighteen 


hundred and sixty-three, and to repeal an act amendatory thereof, a ed Apri - 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three. FEE 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That in all cases 
where property is impressed for the use of the Army or N avy, or for other public 


ace enid act, the same shall be paid for at the time of said impressment. — 

appeal shall be taken from said valuation, as harciifier’ pronto n: 
to the valuation agreed upon between the parties, or ascertained by 
; land disinterested citizens of the city, county, or parish in which the impress- 
3! nt may be made, in the manner and according to the regulations provided in 
_ the first, second, and third sections of the above-recited act, or in the eighth sec- 
oon ages , where i applicable. ; 

SEc. 2. enever the officer making the impressment of property, under the 
_act hereby amended, shall believe that the appraisement is fair ed foal he shall 
_ indorse his approval upon the appraisement, and make payment accordingly ; 
_ but if he shall believe that it is not fair and just, then he shall refuse to approve, 

and indorse the reasons of his refusal on the certificate, and shall have the right to 
_ appeal from the decision of the appraisers, by reporting the case to the commis- 
-sioners appointed under said act, to which this is an amendment, for their decis- 
_ ion, whose judgment shall be final, and in the meantime the property shall be 
held and appropriated by the officer impressing the same, who shall give a receipt 
therefor to the owner, who shall also have the right of appeal, as herein provided. 

Sec. 3. The said commissioners shall have power to summon and examine wit- 
nesses to enable them to fix the value of property impressed, which shall be a 

just compensation for the property so impressed, at the time and place of impress- 
ment, and when the commissioners shall have fixed the value of property in cases 
of appeal, they shall furnish the owner and impressing officer with a statement 
of such value, which valuation by the commissioners shall be within three 
months from the time of impressment. 

Sec. 4. That said commissioners shall be sworn faithfully to discharge all their 
duties under this act, and the act to which this is an amendment. 

Sec. 5. That the tenth section of the act, to which this is an amendment, be 
stricken out, and the following inserted instead thereof: ‘‘No slave laboring on 
a farm or plantation exclusively devoted to the production of grain or provisions, 
shall be taken for public use without the consent of the owner, except in case of 
urgent necessity, and upon the order of the general commanding the department 

in which said farm or plantation is situated.” 

Sec. 6. That the act amendatory of the above-recited act, approved April 
twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and so much of the first sec- 
tion of said act as requires an affidavit to be made by the owner or his agent, 
that such property was grown, raised or produced by said owner, or held, or has 
been purchased by him, not for sale or speculation, but for his own use or con- 
sumption, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Src. 7. That no impressment shall be made under this act, or the act to which 
this is amendatory, for the use or benefit of contractors with the Government. 

Sec. 8. Nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize the impressing offi- 
cer to enter an appeal from any decision of the local appraisers, under the sev- 
enth section of the act to which this is amendatory. 

Approved February 16, 1864. 


II. Impressments according to this act, and the act to which this is 
an amendment, may be made for necessary supplies for the Confeder- 
ate armies in the field, and for their accumulation in magazines and 
at posts and depots, and to carry on the various operations of the 
military bureaus connected with the War Department, whenever the 
same cannot be obtained by contract. 

III. They may be made under orders from the generals commanding 
armies, departments, corps, divisions, and by commanders of detached 
parties, when a necessity arises therefor. These orders may be exe- 
cuted by appropriate officers of the staff belonging to the army. The 
chiefs of the various bureaus will designate the officers and persons 
who shall be competent to make impressments under the authority 
conferred upon them. : 

IV. Before any impressment shall be made the impressing officer 
or his agent will make an offer to the owner, his bailee or agent, in 
writing, for the purchase of the property, describing the property he 
wishes to purchase, the price he is willing to pay, and the mode of 
payment, and stating that upon a refusal to accept the same compen- 
‘sation will be made according to the acts of Congress for the regulation 
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of impressments. This notice will be considered as binding the prop- 
erty until the completion of the negotiation for the sale and transfer 
of the same to the impressing officer. The property will remain in 
the custody of the owner and at his risk during the pending of these 
proceedings, unless a delivery of the same be thereupon made to the 
impressing officer, with his consent. In case of a change of posses- 
sion under these circumstances, the Confederate States will be regarded 
as the owner and the property held for its use and at its risk. 

V. In all cases in which the offer of an impressing officer is refused 
he will proceed to adjust the price according to the first section of the 
act above recited; that is, by the judgment of two loyal and disinter- 
ested persons of the city, county, or parish in which the impressment 
may be made—one to be selected by the owner, his bailee or agent, 
and one by the impressing officer. In the event of their disagreement, 
these two will select an umpire of like qualification. The persons 
thus selected will proceed to assess just compensation for the prop- 
‘erty so impressed, whether the absolute ownership or the temporary 
use thereof be required. If the impressing officer believes that the 
appraisement is fair and just, he will indorse his approval and pay 
for the property, and the right in the object impressed will become 
the property of the Confederate States. But if he does not approve 
of the appraisement, he will decline to approve it, and indorse the 
reasons for his refusal on the certificate, and forthwith report the case 
to the commissioners appointed under the fifth section of the act to 
which the act above recited is an-amendment; and in the meantime 
the property will be taken and a receipt, describing the property and 
the proceedings for the adjustment of the price and the appeal, given 
to the owner. The impressing officer will immediately report the case 
to the appraisers, with a statement of the quality and condition of the 
property, and his opinion upon the subject. 

VI. No officer or agent will impress the necessary supplies which 
any person may have for the consumption of himself, his family, 
employés, or slaves, or to carry on his ordinary mechanical, manu- 
facturing, or agricultural employments. 

If any question arise as to the fact whether the supplies are neces- 
sary, or whether there be a surplus, it will be determined by apprais- 
ers mutually selected according to the preceding section, and in this 
case the decision of the appraisers will be binding on the officer, who 
will not be allowed an appeal therefrom. 

VII. These regulations are published as a substitute for the regula- 
tions contained in General Orders, Nos. 37 and 161, series of 1863. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 7, 1864. 
Hon. THOMAS BRAGG, 


Raleigh, N. C.: 

DEAR SiR: I have to thank you for your two letters of the 23d and 
28th ultimo on the subject of the decision of Judge Pearson in North 
Carolina.* After very careful consideration I cannot see my way 
clear to any other course than a firm but temperate execution of the 


* Not found. 


os 


the men liable to military rth Ca: 
iner and to the same extent as in oth ates. To yield 

ceptional arrangement by which conscripts in that State 
e kept out of the field until the stress of the impending cam- 
s passed necessarily involves the result of creating wide and — 
-founded dissatisfaction in all the other States and in the Army. 
would also be a dereliction of duty, for I cannot see that there is 
ny great or pressing necessity which would justify me in refraining 


_ from the execution of the law until the will of Congress on the sub- 


ject could be expressed. It is only in case of- such necessity that my 
sense of duty would permit me to postpone temporarily the execution 
of any law. The decision of Judge Pearson releasing the conscript 
in the case before him will of course be respected until the action of 
the appellate court, for the case was before him prior to the passage 
of the law suspending the writ of habeas corpus; and although I do 


~ not believe that his decision is right, the public interest will not suffer 


by awaiting the result of the appeal in the one ease before him. But 
I understand that both the other judges of the supreme court of 
North Carolina have refused writs of habeas corpus since the passage 
of the law and since Judge Pearson’s decision, on the express ground 
that the act of Congress covers the case of the principals of substi- 
tutes, and thus we know that the appellate court will reverse the 
decision of Judge Pearson. The court of appeals of Virginia has 
just given an elaborate and unanimous opinion confirming the legis- 
lation of Congress as constitutional. In other States like decisions 
have been rendered, and if, under such circumstances, Judge Pear- 
son should pursue the factious course you anticipate, and should 
attempt (in defiance of the very words of the law which I amsworn to 
execute) to put a Confederate officer in prison for contempt for mak- 
ing the exact return to a writ of habeas corpus which the law orders 
to be made, and which the law says should be sufficient to stop any 
further action of the judge, I shall not shrink from the issue. I am 
confident that it will be impossible to mislead or deceive the people 
of North Carolina on so plain a point, and with this conviction you 
will see that it is not possible for me to sanction any arrangement 
which practically relieves for several months the whole body of prin- 
cipals in North Carolina that have furnished substitutes from the 
operation of a law passed on my own recommendation, and which has 
already produced such salutary effects in the Army. 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 8, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

Str: Your letter of the 29th ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, proposing that a commission be appointed to inquire 
of the depredations committed by the Fiftieth Regiment of the North 
Carolina Troops, and to allow the amount of loss sustained by any 
citizen to be credited on the claim of the Treasury for taxes, has been 
referred by him to this Department ‘“‘for consideration and reply.” 
The only reply this Department can make is that it has no authority 
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to comply with the terms of the proposition. All that this Depart- 

ment can do is to direct an inquiry to be made for the purpose of 

ascertaining the persons who have committed the injuries and to con- 

trol their pay and allowances for the purpose of affording compensa- 
tion if they belong oe mee Tee : 
our obedient servant, 

¥ORY eS Or alae JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Marcu 9, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, in reference to organization of 


minute men in the counties bordering on the Alleghany Mountains in 
Virginia, &c., see Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 1212. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ApDJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 57. Richmond, March 9, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


VI. During the absence of General Gilmer from Richmond Maj. 
Gen. M. L. Smith is assigned to duty as chief of the Engineer Bureau, 
and will report immediately in this city. 

* 


* * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 9, 1864. 

Mr. Thomas E. Courtney is hereby authorized to employ a band of 
men, not exceeding twenty-five in number, for secret service against 
the enemy, who will not be liable to conscription while so employed. 
The band shall operate according to the rules and regulations of this 
Department for such organizations, and under the restrictions con- 
tained herein or that may be prescribed hereafter. This authority 
may be revoked or the organization disbanded at any time at the 
pleasure of this Department. Such work as may be necessary may be 
executed at the workshops of this Department, and powder, chemicals, 
&e., be furnished. The work and materials furnished to be paid for 
at the cost thereof to the Government. Transportation for his men 
and materials will be furnished. The services to be rendered shall 
be without pay or compensation other than as herein provided. 

For the destruction of property of the enemy or injury done, a per- 
centage shall be paid in 4 per cent. bonds, in no ease to exceed 50 per 
cent. of the loss to the enemy, and to be awarded by such officer or 
officers as shall be charged with such duty by this Department. 

The waters and railroads of the Confederate States used by the 
enemy are properly the subjects and arenas of operations against the 
enemy’s property, whether public or private. Passenger vessels of 
citizens of the United States on the high seas and private property in 
the waters and [on] railroads, or within the territory of the United 
States, is not to be the subject of operations, except as to such articles 
being the growth and production of the Confederate States as may 
have been thence removed to the United States. But the public 
property of the enemy may be destroyed wherever it may be found. 
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While flag-of-truce boats pass between any point within the lines 
of the enemy to any point within the Confederate lines no torpedo or 
other engine of destruction shall be so placed or used as to endanger 
their safety. i 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary oy War. 


[Marcy 9, 1864.—For Vance to Davis, in relation to affairs in 
North Carolina, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 830. ] 


> 

a 
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_ GENERAL Siac ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 31. Richmond, March 10, 1864. 


I. The following act of Congress, ‘‘for the suspension of the writ 
of habeas corpus in certain cases,” with the instructions of the War 
Department, is published for the information of all concerned: 


AN ACT to suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in certain cases. 


Whereas, the Constitution of the Confederate States of America provides, in 
article first, section nine, paragraph three, that ‘‘the privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it;” and whereas, the power of suspending the 
privilege of said writ, as recognized in said article first, is vested solely in the 
Congress, which is the exclusive judge of the necessity of such suspension; and 
whereas, in the opinion of the Congress, the public safety requires the suspension 
of said writ in the existing case of the invasion of these States by the armies of 
the United States; and whereas, the President has asked for the suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus, and informed Congress of conditions of public danger 
which render the suspension of the writ a measure proper for the public defence, 
against invasion and insurrection: Now, therefore, 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That during the 
present invasion of the Confederate States, the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus be, and the same is hereby, suspended ; but such suspension shall apply 
only to the cases of persons arrested or detained by order of the President, Sec- 
retary of War, or the general officer commanding the Trans-Mississippi Military 
Department, by the authority and under the control of the President. It is 
hereby declared that the purpose of Congrcss in the passage of this act is to pro- 
vide more effectually for the public safety, by suspending the writ of habeas 
corpus in the following cases, and no others: 

First.—Of treason, or treasonable efforts or combinations to subvert the Gov- 
ernment of the Confederate States. 

Second.—Of conspiracies to overthrow the Government, or conspiracies to resist 
the lawful authorities of the Confederate States. 

Third.—Of combining to assist the enemy, or of communicating intelligence to 
the enemy, or giving him aid and comfort. 

Fourth.—Of conspiracies, preparations and attempts to incite servile insur- 
rection. 

Fifth.—Of desertions or encouraging desertions, of harboring deserters, and. of 
attempts to avoid military service: Provided, That in cases of palpable wrong and 
oppression by any subordinate officer, upon any party who does not legally owe 
military service, his superior officer shall grant prompt relief, to the oppressed 
party, and the subordinate shall be dismisssd from office. 

Sixth.—Of spies and other emissaries of the enemy. ; 

Seventh.—Of holding correspondence or intercourse with the enemy, without 
necessity and without the permission of the Confederate States. ] 

Highth.—Of unlawful. trading with the enemy, and other offenses against the 
laws of the Confederate States, enacted to promote their success in the war. 

Ninth.—Of conspiracies or attempts to liberate prisoners of war held by the 
Confederate States. : . 

Tenth.—Of conspiracies, or attempts or preparations to aid the enemy. ; 

Eleventh.—Of persons advising or inciting others to abandon the Confederate 
cause, or to resist the Confederate States, or to adhere to the enemy. 
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Twelfth.—Of unlawfully burning, destroying or injuring, or attempting to 
burn, destroy or injure, any bridge or railroad, or telegraphic line of communica- 
tion, or other property, with the intent of aiding the enemy. 

Thirteenth.—Of treasonable designs to impair the military power of the Goy- 
ernment, by destroying or attempting to destroy, the vessels or arms, or muni- 
tions of war, or arsenals, foundries, workshops or other property of the Con- 
federate States. ' 

Src. 2. The President shall cause proper officers to investigate the cases of all 
persons so arrested or detained, in order that they may be discharged, if improp- 
erly detained, unless they can be speedily tried in the due course of law. 

Src. 3. That during the suspension aforesaid, no military or other officer shall 
be compelled, in answer to any writ of habeas corpus, to appear in person, or 
to return the body of any person or persons detained by him by the authority 
of the President, Secretary of War, or the general officer commanding the Trans- 
Mississippi Department; but upon the certificate, under oath, of the officer, hav- 
ing charge of any one so detained, that such person is detained by him as a pris- 
oner, for any of the causes hereinbefore specified, under the authority aforesaid, 
further proceedings under the writ of habeas corpus shall immediately cease and 
remain suspended so long as this act shall continue in force. 

Sec. 4. This act shall continue in force for ninety days after the next meeting 
of Congress, and no longer. 

A true copy: 

JAMES M. MATTHEWS, 
Law Clerk, 
Approved February 15, 1864. 


II. There will be appointed by this Department, for each military 
department of the Confederacy east of the Mississippi River, one 
or more competent persons aS commissioners to investigate the 
cases of persons who may be arrested or detained by any military 
authority for any cause specified within the above-recited act. 
Information of all such arrests will be given to him bythe depart- 
ment commander as soon as practicable after they are made, and he 
will proceed to investigate the same. If, upon examination, a reason- 
able and probable cause for detention does not appear, he will certify 
the fact to the general or other officer in command, who will immedi- 
ately discharge the prisoner from arrest; but if a reasonable and 
probable cause does appear, the commissioner will forthwith trans- 
mit to this department a copy of the evidence taken in the case, with 
his opinion thereon, for instructions, and meanwhile the prisoner 
shall remain in custody. 

III. In all cases in which a person who has been enlisted in the Army 
under any of the acts of Congress to provide for the public defense, 
or to raise troops to serve during the war, or to provide for local 
defense and special service, or who has been enlisted or enrolled for 
service under the acts of Congress further to provide for the public 
defense, or has been placed in the military service by the act of Con- 
gress to organize forces to serve during the war, approved 17th of 
February, 1864, or shall be held in custody for desertion or encour- 
aging desertions, of harboring deserters, and of attempts to avoid 
military service, or of holding correspondence or intercourse with the 
enemy without necessity and without the permission of the Confed- 
erate States, or of combining to assist the enemy, or of communicating 
intelligence to the enemy, or of giving him aid and comfort, or for 
any other cause specified in the act aforesaid; and in all cases in which 
any person not belonging to the military service shall be held in cus- 
tody by any military authority for any of the causes mentioned in 
the act shall apply to any court or officer in the Confederate States 
for a writ of habeas corpus, it will be the duty of the officer having 
the command or custody of such person forthwith to report the case, 
with all the relevant facts, to the War Department for instructions as 


n the custo 1d control of such person under th 
py of which will be communicated to the officer or cor 
1e writ, as affording the reason why time should be given to make a _ 
more complete return. ee 
IV. In all cases when the requisite delay cannot be obtained, it will 
e duty of the officer having command and custody of persons 
‘ mbraced in the preceding section, or who may have in custody as 
_ prisoners any person charged under any of the sections of the above- 
recited act of Congress, to make a special return in writing and under. 
oath that the body of such person so detained by him is detained by 
_ the authority of the Secretary of War, and that he declines, under 
and by virtue of his authority and the act of Congress aforesaid, to 
_ produce the body of such person, or to make further appearance or 
return to the said writ. e 
_ YV. The commanding general of the Trans-Mississippi Department 
will perform the functions devolving upon the War Department, 
under these orders, in that portion of the Confederacy. 
By order: 
. S. COOPER, 
} 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 10, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BonHaAM, 
Governor of South Carolina, Columbia, S. C:.: 
Str: I have received your letter of the 2d instant with regard to the 
_ discharge of soldiers appointed cadets in the military academy and 
inclosing resolutions of the Legislature of your State by the appoint- 
ment of such cadets. 

In reply I have the honor to say that the State cadets appointed by 
Your Excellency in pursuance of the resolutions of the General 
Assembly will be permitted to attend such military institutions within 
the State as may be designated by you. I had not previously been 
aware of the limited scope of the appointing power, or that when 
applied to youths in service it was intended as a reward for peculiar 
merit. At the same time, as many other States have military institu- 
tions, and it will be difficult to make generally known the difference 
between these special instances and the other cadets whom I have 
refused to discharge, I would earnestly recommend that appoint- 
ments be made, as far as possible, from those not in service. Greater 
dissatisfaction than Your Excellency is aware of is frequently engen- 
dered in a command by a discharge which seems based on partiality 
or a special exception. 

I have also received your letter of the 4th instant* urging the pro- 
priety of stationing in the upper part of your State a force sufficient 
for its protection in the event that General Longstreet should evacu- 
ate East Tennessee. The contingency referred to by Your Excellency 
has not yet arisen, and I trust there will be no occasion for the employ- 
ment of troops within the important section mentioned for its defense 
from raids of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


*See Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 314. 
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Additional regulations to carry into effect the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
impose regulations wpon the foreign commerce of the Confederate 
States to provide for the public defense,” approved February 6, 1864. 


IIL—OVERLAND COMMERCE WITH MEXICO. 


1. The owner of any wagon, cart, or vehicle, or of any boat or 
other vessel, and of any horse, mule, or other animals employed in 
transporting cotton, tobacco, or naval stores from the Confederacy to 


Mexico, shall, before receiving any article for transportation, require _ 


of the owner thereof the collector’s permit for its exportation, as 
hereinafter set forth, and shall, before loading any article for trans- 
portation, present to the military commander of the department, or 
officer assigned by him to that duty, a declaration setting forth a full 
description of all the vehicles, vessels, and animals to be used by 
him, and their value in Confederate currency,-and the names and 
value of the slaves, if any, employed as teamsters or otherwise in his 
business of transportation, and the names, and such other particulars 
as may be required, of the free persons so employed, and the point of 
departure, the route to be pursued, and the place of destination; 
and the commander or other officer as aforesaid shall, if satisfied of 
the loyalty and fidelity of the applicant, and that the application 
may be safely granted, indorse thereon his consent and approval, and 
grant a license to the applicant as a public carrier of exports to 
Mexico for the single trip, or for any length of time, not exceeding 
one year, that may be deemed proper. 

2. Any person desiring to export to Mexico overland any cotton, 
tobacco, or naval stores shall, before placing the same on any wagon, 
cart, or other vehicle, or pack-mule, or other animal, or on board any 
boat or vessel, present to the military commander of the department 
whence the merchandise is to be exported, or to the officer assigned 
by him as aforesaid, a declaration stating the quantity and value in 
Confederate currency of the articles he proposes to export, the name 


of the licensed carrier to be employed by him, the point of departure, ~ 


the route to be pursued, the name of the consignee, and the place of 
destination in the neutral country; and if the officer to whom the 
application is made shall be satisfied of the loyalty and fidelity of the 
applicant, and that the permission may be safely granted, he shall 
indorse on the application his approval. 

3. The applicant shall, before loading the merchandise which he 
intends to export, file with the collector of the district whence the 
exportation is to be made his application indorsed as aforesaid, and 
shall execute and deliver to him a bond to the Confederate States, 
with security deemed adequate by the collector, in an amount double 
the value in Confederate money of the merchandise embraced in his 
application, with condition that at least one-half the net proceeds of 
said merchandise at the place of destination shall be invested in goods 
and merchandise not prohibited by law, and that said goods and 
merchandise shall be brought into the Confederate States within 
sixty days after the delivery of the exported articles at their place of 
destination in Mexico; and the collector shall thereupon deliver to 
the applicant a permit to load the articles embraced in said application. 

4. No licensed carrier shall depart on the trip for which permits 
have been granted until he shall have delivered to the collector of 
the customs a manifest, verified by his oath, setting forth the names 
of all owners of the cotton or other articles which he is about to 
carry, and the quantity received from each owner, and shall have 
obtained from the collector a clearance authorizing his departure. 


ti he 


_ 5. The military commander of any department from which exports 
re conveyed to Mexico shall establish by general orders, to be pub- 
_ lished by him, as many convenient points as may be necessary for 
_ the assemblage and departure of all vehicles or means of transporta- 
_ tion used in the business, and detail officers for the examination, 
search, and seizure of all vehicles. teams, and slaves employed as 
_ drivers whenever engaged in the infraction or evasion of these regu- 
_ lations, or the law which they are intended to enforce. 
6. All vehicles, animals, slaves, or other means of transportation, 
and all cotton or other articles that may be seized, whether by the 
officers of the revenue or by military authorities, for any violation of 
law or of these regulations, shall be, without any waste, spoliation, 
impressment, or injury of any kind, forthwith conveyed and delivered 
to the nearest marshal or deputy marshal of the Confederate States, 
and a detailed receipt taken from him setting forth a full description 
of the property seized and delivered to him for safe custody. And it 
shall be the duty of said marshal or deputy marshal to keep the prop- 
erty so surrendered in safe custody until the further order of the 
judge or a commissioner of a district court of the Confederate States 
having jurisdiction of the subject-matter; and the said marshal or 
deputy marshal shall forthwith, upon the receipt by him of the prop- 
erty seized, give information to the collector of the district or to the 
district attorney, or both, if practicable, of all the facts in relation to 
the seizure of the property and its delivery to him for safe-keeping. 

7. No military authority shall presume, under any circumstances, 
to seize property while being carried under the provisions of the law 
and of these regulations for any other cause than a violation of said 
provisions, nor in ease of seizure to dispose of the property seized in 
any other manner than that prescribed in the foregoing regulations. 
But in cases where there is great risk of the property falling into the 
hands of the enemy it shall be competent for the proper military 
authorities to require the licensed carrier to suspend his trip till the 
danger be passed, or to pursue a different route from that originally 
designated, or even in cases of imminent danger to abandon the trip. 

8. The bonds to be taken under these regulations shall be subject 
to the provisions of the twelfth regulation relative to exportation by 
sea, and said bonds may be taken up on the production to the col- 
lector of satisfactory evidence that the party has complied with the 

‘conditions of the bond as far as practicable. 
Approved. 
C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
Approved March 11, 1864. : 
JEFF’°N DAVIS. 


[MaRcH 11, 1864.—For Seddon to Lee, in reference to the organiza- 
tion of minute men in Virginia, &c., see Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 
1217. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 32. Richmond, March 11, 1864. 
I. The act of Congress relative to the employment of free negroes 
and slaves in certain capacities and the instructions of the War 
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Department relative to its execution are published for the informa- 
tion of those concerned: 


AN ACT to increase the efficiency of the Army by the employment of free negroes and slaves in — 
__ certain capacities. 


Whereas, the efficiency of the Army is greatly diminished by the withdrawal 
from the ranks of able-bodied soldiers to act as teamsters, and in various other 
capacities in which free negroes and slaves might be advantageously employed : 
Therefore, 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That all male free 
negroes and other free persons of color, not including those who are free under 
the treaty of Paris of eighteen hundred and three, or under the treaty with Spain 
of eighteen hundred and nineteen, resident in the Confederate States, between the 
ages of eighteen and fifty years, shall be held liable to perform such duties with 
the Army, or in connection with the military defenses of the country, in the way 
of work upon fortifications or in Government works for the production or prepa- 
ration of material of war, or in military hospitals, as {he Secretary of War or 
the commanding general of the Trans-Mississippi Department may, from time to 
time, prescribe, and while engaged in the performance of ‘such duties shall receive 
rations and clothing and compensation at the rate of eleven dollars a month, 
under such rules and regulations as the said Secretary may establish: Provided, 
That the Secretary of War or the commanding general of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, with the approval of the President, may exempt from the operations 
of this act such free negroes as the interests of the country may require should 
be exempted, or such as he may think proper to exempt, on grounds of justice, 
equity, or necessity. : 

Src. 2. That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to employ for duties 
similar to those indicated in the preceding section of this act, as many male negro 
slaves, not to exceed twenty thousand, as in his judgment, the wants of the service 
may require, furnishing them, while so employed, with proper rations and cloth- 
ing, under rules and regulations to be established by him, and paying to the own- 
ers of said slaves such wages as may be agreed upon with said owners for their 
use and service, and in the event of the loss of any slaves while so employed, by 
the act of the enemy, or by escape to the enemy, or by death inflicted by the 
enemy, or by disease contracted while in any service required of said slaves, then 
the owners of the same shall be entitled to receive the full value of such slaves, to 
be ascertained by agreement or by appraisement, under the law regulating impress- 
See os be paid under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of War may 
establish. 

SEC. 8. That when the Secretary of War shall be unable to procure the service. 
of slaves in any military department in sufficient numbers for the necessities of 
the Department, upon the terms and conditions set forth in the preceding section, 
then he is hereby authorized to impress the services of as many male slaves, not 
to exceed twenty thousand, as may be required, from time to time, to discharge 
the duties indicated in the first section of this act, according to laws regula- 
ting the impressment of slaves in other cases: Provided, That slaves so impressed 
shall, while employed, receive the same rations and clothing, in kind and quan- 
tity, as slaves regularly hired from their owners; and, in the event of their loss, 
shall be paid for in the same manner and under the same rules established by the 
said impressment laws: Provided, That if the owner have but one male slave 
between the age of eighteen and fifty, he shall not be impressed against the will 
of said owner: Provided further, That free negroes shall be first impressed, and 
if there should be a deficiency, it shall be supplied by the impressment of slaves 
according to the foregoing provisions: Provided further, That in making the 
impressment, not more than one of every five male slaves between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five shall be taken from any owner, care being taken to allow 
in each case a credit for all slaves who may have been already-impressed under 
this act, and who are stillin service, or have died or been lost while in service. 
And all impressments under this act shall be taken in equal ratio from all owners 
in the same locality, city, county or district. 

THOMAS 8S. BOCOCK, 
Speaker House of Representatives. 
R. M. T. HUNTER, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Approved February 17, 1864. 


“ ays 2 a a x 
et u of Conscription will direct t nt 0 
perso scribed in the first section of th nforesaid 
_ the Mississippi River who are not unfit for the service required from 
_ them, by reason of physical or mental incapacity or imbecility, and 
_ will assign them to the performance of the duties mentioned in the act, 
or similar duties in any of the military bureaus, or with troops in the 
_ field, as there may be any call for such service. 
III. Applications for an exemption on the grounds that the inter- 
 estis of the country require it, or because it is demanded by justice, 
_ equity, or necessity, will be made to the enrolling officer in writing, 
and will be disposed of by him according to the general directions 
contained in the regulations published in Orders, No. 26, 1864, under 
the ‘‘act to organize forces to serve during the war.” 

IV. For the execution of the sections in the foregoing act, relative 
to the employment and impressment of slaves, the provisions of 
Orders No. 138, of the 24th of October, 1863, will afford the requisite 
rules for the guidance of the military bureaus and commanding gen- 
erals, with modifications hereafter mentioned. First. That slaves 
shall not be impressed when the services of free negroes can be 
obtained. Second. Slaves under the age of eighteen and above the 

age of fifty areexempt. Third. The hire for slaves impressed shall 
. be according to the rates fixed by the appraisers under the act to regu- 
late impressments. Fourth. The limitation as to the term for which 
slaves shall be impressed for service shall be for twelve months, 
instead of the term fixed by said orders, if the exigency shall require it. 
V. All impressments for service in the various military bureaus 
under this act will be by special order upon application to the War 
Department, disclosing the efforts that have been made to provide 
other labor specified in the act, the necessity for the impressment, 
and the plan proposed to secure it. 
VI. The general commanding the Trans-Mississippi Department 
will superintend the execution of the law for that department. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 60. j Richmond, Va., March 12, 1864. 


XX. The Quartermaster-General is hereby authorized to stop pas- 
senger trains upon any line of railroad in which either forage or sub- 
sistence for the Army may be delayed until the same or such portion 
thereof as may be necessary to the public service shall be removed. 
All officers in charge of transportation at points where such supplies 
are delayed will communicate the fact to the Quartermaster- 
General, who will give the necessary directions to them to stop the 
trains. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
14 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 12, 1864. 


Capt. John C. Kay is hereby authorized to enlist in his company 
for ‘‘special service on the Mississippi River” a number of men not 
exceeding fifty. They are to be enlisted from localities within the 
lines of the enemy exclusively. The company to be subject to the 
rules and regulations of this Department for such organizations; 
to be subject to being disbanded at its pleasure, and to operate 
under the instructions of department and district commanders and 
under such restrictions as may be prescribed by them in this Depart- 
ment. The service to be without pay or other compensation than 
the percentage of loss or injury to the enemy’s property, to be 
awarded by an officer or officers charged with that duty by this 
Department, in no case to exceed 50 per centum. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 12, 1864. 
Hon. THOMAS BRAGG, 
Raleigh, N. C.: . 
Sir: In the Richmond Enquirer of this date you will find a pub- 
lication of the orders relative to the writ of habeas corpus.* The 
Department requests that you will undertake the office of chief com- 
missioner for the fulfillment of the duties imposed by the writ and the 
orders for the State of North Carolina. You will be at liberty to 
detail from the class of men between forty-five and fifty competent 
assistants, who, while on that duty, will be relieved from other duty. 
Congress failed to make an appropriation for executing the duties 
imposed by this act upon the Department, but that omission can be 
supplied at the next session. You will keep an accurate account of 
the expenses and return it previously to the 1st of May next. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RicHMonD, March 12, 1864. 
Mr. THOMAS SHARP, 
Richmond, Va.: 

Str: You will proceed without delay to Nassau and thence to Nova 
Scotia for the purpose of purchasing and forwarding to some Confed- 
erate port via Nassau the machinery and material described in the 
inclosed memorandum, to be used in the manufacture of army shoes. 
You will apply for funds on. reaching Nassau to Maj. R. P. Waller, 
quartermaster at that point, who is authorized to advance you the 
sum of £3,500, enough to triplicate the order in behalf of the shoe 
establishment at Atlanta, which, with the risks of the blockade, will 
probably secure the receipt of two complete sets. Be sure to separate 
the three lots in shipping them and so pack the same that whatever 
may come to hand -may be complete. Use all possible dispatch in the 
business and communicate from time to time your success to this 
office. It may be that some of the material and shoemakers’ tools 


*See General Orders, No. 81, p. 208, + Not found. 


y oe 


OO a 


— A, Ri LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


P. §.—Should you have the funds to spare you can purchase a small 


quantity of the chemicals mentioned in your letter of the 13th ultimo, 
_ with a view of making some experiments to shorten the process of 
tanning. 


: RicHMonD, March 12, 1864. 
Maj. R. P. WALLER, d . ; 


Quartermaster, Nassau, New Providence: 


Str: The bearer, Mr. Thomas Sharp, goes abroad for a short time 
to purchase a lot of machinery, material, and tools for the manufac- 
ture of shoes. His instructions will inform you more fully of the pre- 
cise character of his mission and the things to be purchased. He will 
require £3,500 to meet his expenditures, and I write to authorize you 
to advance the sum to him; but fearing at the same time that you may 
not be able to do so promptly, I have to direct, with the sanction of 
the Secretary of War, that you draw, if necessary, for the amount on 
Mr. Colin J. McRae, financial agent of the Confederate States at Paris, 
and deliver proceeds to Mr. Sharp. In a couple of months the depart- 
ment will be able to command quite a considerable quantity of leather, 
and it is all-important that it should secure some facilities in the way 
of machinery to make the same rapidly into shoes. The receipt of 
these appliances will also render the department in a great measure 
independent of-detailed labor. Your experience will tell you that 
this will in time prove a far better investment of a portion of the 
means at the command of this department than even shoes or blankets, 

so do not let Mr. Sharp be disappointed in the receipt of the funds. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


P. S.—Forward the inclosed letter to Mr. McRae, with the draft, or 
in advance thereof. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 14, 1864. 
W. D. HENNEN, Esq. : 
(Care General Joseph E. Johnston.) 

Str: You will find in the Richmond papers the orders relative to 
the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, with the act on that 
subject. * 

The Department desires that you will undertake the charge of com- 
missioner for carrying into effect the act and orders under it In the 
department of General Longstreet. The orders sufficiently express 
the duties you have to perform. You are also requested to afford 
counsel to the commander of conscripts and the enrolling officers in 


*See General Orders, No. 31, p. 203, 
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cases that may arise in which the interposition of that writ may be 
claimed. You are authorized to detail one or more assistants from 
the class between forty-five and fifty, or to designate some gentlemen 
above that age to aid you, if the duties become too onerous for your 
personal attention. ; : 

Congress failed to make an appropriation to carry into effect this 
act, but will doubtless do so at its next meeting in May. — You will 
keep an accurate account of the expenses, and send to this Depart- 
ment previously to the meeting of Congress. 

A reasonable and proper compensation will be allowed to you for 
the duties you may be required to perform. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Same to Peter Hamilton, Mobile, Ala., appointed commissioner in 
department of Major-General Maury, and to J. L. M. Curry, Talladega, 
Ala., March 17, appointed a commissioner in the army of General 
Johnston. *) 


[Marcu 14, 1864.—For authority to J. C. 8. Blackburn and Harris 
H. Johnston each to enlist a company for special service on the Mis- 
sissippi, see Series I, Vol. LII, Part II, p. 638. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 33. j Richmond, March 15, 1864. 


I. The Bureau of Conscription will proceed to enroll all persons 
between the ages of seventeen and eighteen years, and between the 
ages of forty-five and fifty years, under the fifth section of the act of 
Congress to organize forces to serve during the war. 

II. Persons liable to enrollment will present themselves to the 
enrolling officer, in the States east of the Mississippi River, within 
thirty days from the day when notice shall be given in the district or 
county by the enrolling officer for persons of this class to appear for 
enrollment. The failure to comply with this notice will subject the 
defaulter to a liability to be called into the general service with the 
class of persons between eighteen and forty-five, unless he shall have 
a valid excuse therefor, to be judged of by the Bureau of Conscription. 

III. Any person liable to enrollment under this act may join any 
company for local defense which has been formed under General 
Orders, No. 86, issued 22d of June, 1863, for the war, or any other 
company for local defense which has been accepted into the service 
and which, by the terms of its enlistment, is liable to serve anywhere 
within the State; or persons of this class may form new companies 
for local defense and. special service, under General Orders, No. 86 
1863, for the war, and select their own officers. : 

By order: 

8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*For Curry’s reply, see Series I, Vol. LII, Part II, p. 648. 


STATES oF AMERICA, ARTM 
Richmond, Va., Mar 


His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, ; ae 
ook Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: eae 
Se Str: The notice to which reference is made in your letter of the 8th 
_ instant* having been given by authority of the Navy Department, | 
_ your communication was transmitted to the Secretary of the Navy, 
_ who, in his response, expresses some surprise that a ‘notice given in 
conformity to regulations adopted by the President, under the author- 
ity and in pursuance of an act of Congress, should cause indignation 
on your part. He presumes the vessel referred to is the Hansa, and 
adds that the nature of the interest owned by the State of North 
Carolina in her is not explained by you. Under the late regulations 
I have no authority over the subject, which rests now mainly with 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and any remonstrance you deem 
requisite should appropriately be addressed to him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RALEIGH, March 15, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I had the honor to receive this morning your letter of the 12th 
instant requesting me to act as commissioner for North Carolina under 
_ the orders relative to the writ of habeas corpus. The appointment 
is one that I do not desire, but, nevertheless, I will accept it, desirous, 
as I am, to serve the Government in any capacity that my services 
may be needed. I suppose that in doing so I shall be allowed to 
attend to some important business of a professional kind in two or 
three counties the coming spring terms of the superior courts in rela- 
tion to which I am under prior engagements. What assistants I may 
need I know not. It will, of course, depend very much upon circum- 
stanees. One competent clerk or more [ shall certainly need. I will 
‘keep an account of allexpenses, but would suggest that some authority 
be given to procure stationery from the proper officer here. 

Upon my return from Richmond I found a letter from Chief Justice 
Pearson. Isend herewith an extract, from which you willsee that he 
is disposed to raise a question as to the constitutionality of so much 
of the habeas corpus act as suspends the writ in cases of ‘‘ attempts 
to avoid military service” by suing out the writ. I shall decline to 
send him any argument on the subject, but shall inclose him the order 
issued with the act. This letter of Judge P[earson] was written 
before the decision of his associate, Battle, was made and published, 
refusing to issue a writ where it appeared upon the face of the peti- 
tion that the party was attempting to avoid military service. It is 
said Judge Manly, the other judge of the supreme court, has acted 
in the same manner, and I hope Judge Pearson will not persist in his 
course. 

Very respectfully, 
THS. BRAGG. 


*See Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 828. 
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Extract of Judge Pearson’s letter, dated Richmond Hill (his home), 
March 5, 1864: 


Since my return home I have issued a good many writs, but have declined to 
act in any case without a return from the enrolling officer. In the matter of 
Rosser, Captain Pearson, enrolling officer, returned by filing a certificate under 
oath, ‘‘the party is detained by order of the Secretary of War for attempts to 
avoid military service.” I entered on it, ‘March 4, 1864. The return of the 
enrolling officer is so general as not to raise the question whether Congress has 
power to suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in civil cases, or 
whether Congress intended to suspend the privilege of habeas corpus in civil 
remedies. The case awaits such motion as the party may be advised by his 
counsel.” < 

So the matter stands. I anticipate there may be motion for a rule to show 
cause why the return should not be so amended as to raise the question by adding 
that the party was arrested as a conscript, and the attempt to avoid military 
service is by suing out the writ. But I can’t say what course will be taken. 
Probably the enrolling officer may make the addition so as to raise the question. 


He then invites an investigation of the subject by me and requests 
me to send him a written argument, or that he will go again to Salis- 
bury and hear an argument if I prefer it, &c., “‘ provided the question 
is presented in the return.” 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 34. i Richmond, March 16, 1864. 


I. The following act of Congress and orders are published for the 
information of the Army: 


AN ACT to provide an invalid corps. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That all officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates and seamen, who have or shall 
become disabled by wounds, or other injuries received, or disease contracted in the 
service of the Confederate States, and in the line of duty, shall be retired or dis- 
charged from their respective positions as hereinafter provided. But the rank, 
pay and emoluments of such officers, and the pay and emoluments of such non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, privates and seamen, shall continue to the end 
of the war or as long as they shall continue so retired or discharged. 

Sec. 2. That all persons claiming the benefits of this act, shall present them- 
selves for examination, to one of the medical examining boards now established 
by law. Upon the certificate of such Board that such permanent disability exists, 
such persons shall be retired or discharged as aforesaid. 

Src. 8. That all persons retired or discharged as aforesaid, shall periodically, 
and at least once in six months, present themselves to one of said boards for fur- 
ther examination, under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of War, 
the result of which examination shall be reported by such Board to the said Sec- 
retary. And if any such person shall fail so to report himself to such Board, 
whenever he shall be required so to do, he shall be dropped from said retired or 
discharged list, and become liable to conscription, under the terms of the law, 
unless such failure shall be caused by physical disability. 

Src. 4. That the Secretary of War may assign such officers, and order the detail 
of such non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates and seamen, for such duty 
as they shall be qualified to perform. If any such non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, privates and seamen, shall be relieved from disability, they shall be 
restored to duty in their respective commands. 

Sec. 5. That the Secretary of War shall make all needful rules and regulations 
for the action of the medical boards as aforesaid. 

Sec. 6. That vacancies caused by the retirement of officers under this act, shall 
be filled as in case of the death or resignation of such officers. 

Sec. 7. This act shall be in force from its passage. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


II. Applications will be made by officers and soldiers who wish to 
be retired or discharged under this act through their commanding 


indorsement will be the authority to the Board, which will be composed 
_ of three medical officers, for the examination of the applicant. 
Ill. If the application be approved by the commanding general, 
_ and the Board find the soldier permanently disabled by wounds or 
_ other injuries received or disease contracted in the service, it will 
retire the soldier and forward to the Adjutant and Inspector General 
the original application and certificates; or, if the Board find a soldier 
totally unfit for duty in any department of service, he may, if he pre- 
fer it, be discharged upon certificates of disability, under the regula- 
tions and usage of the service, as before the enactment of the law 
providing an invalid corps. If the application be disapproved, the 
Board may, nevertheless, proceed with the examination. If they find 
the applicant permanently disabled from either of the causes stated 
in the act, they will not retire him, but forward the original applica- 
tion and their certificate to the Surgeon-General for final action at 
this office. 

IV. A corresponding course will be pursued when the applicants 
are officers, except that the Board will not retire, but forward the cer- 
tificates, through the Surgeon-General, to the Adjutant and Inspector 
General. 

VY. If the Board examining the officer or soldier find him disabled 
for service in the field, but fit for duty in some department of service, 
the duty he can best perform will be indicated in the certificate, which 
will be forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

VI. Officers recommended under the act to relieve the Army of dis- 
qualified, disabled, or incompetent officers, approved October 13, 1862, 
to be retired because of wounds or other injuries received or disease 
contracted in the service, will receive, upon their written application 
to the Adjutant and Inspector General, authority to appear before 
one of the medical examining boards for retiring officers and privates, 
under the act above recited, approved February 17, 1864. 

VII. Officers or soldiers retired under the provisions of this act will 
present themselves once in six months to one of the boards of sur- 
geons indicated in paragraph II of these orders for further examina- 
tion, the result of which will be certified as directed in paragraph III 
of these orders. If prevented by physical disability from so present- 
ing himself the cause of such failure will be established by the certi- 
ficate of a surgeon of the Army, or of a citizen physician and the 
enrolling officer of the district in which the person may at the time be 
residing. As soon as the physical disability is removed the officer or 
soldier will appear before the Board for re-examination. : 

VIII. Failure to appear periodically, as provided by the preceding 
paragraph, will be reported by the Medical Examining Board and 
proper enrolling officer to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

IX Officers retired under the act of Congress above recited are 
entitled to commutation of quarters and fuel only when assigned to 
duty (as provided in section 4 of said act) at a station without troops 
where public quarters cannot be furnished in kind. 'They will receive 
pay from any post quartermaster upon exhibiting evidence of their 
retirement from active service and the certificate of last payment 
required by paragraph IV, General Orders, No. 28, and paragraph I, 
General Orders, No. 126, 1865. 
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X. Soldiers retired from the service as herein provided will be fur- 
nished with descriptive lists, which, in addition to the usual history 
given, will exhibit the fact that they have been placed on the retired 
list and designate the post at which they will be entitled to receive 
pay and allowances. They will report to the commandant of such 
post—which will be nearest their places of residence—and deliver to 
him their descriptive lists. 3 

XI. Post commanders are required to take possession of descriptive 
lists of all soldiers reporting to them and from the data therein given, 
at the end of every two months, to prepare muster-rolls upon which 
these soldiers will receive pay from the post quartermaster or assist- 
ant quartermaster. They will append to each roll a certificate that it 
has been made out in accordance with statements presented in 
descriptive lists of the soldiers on file in his office. 

XII. Officers of the Quartermaster’s Department will issue neces- 
sary clothing to retired soldiers upon requisitions made by the com- 
mandants of the posts at which they are stationed, taking their 
receipts upon receipt rolls, Form No. 53, Regulations for the Quarter- 
master’s Department. 

XIII. Retired soldiers will have their rations commuted at $1.25 
per day, to be paid by the commissary at the post designated, under 
the orders of the commanding officer. 

XIV. When the soldier shall be returned to his command, his dis- 
ability for field service having been removed, the post commander 
will note upon his descriptive list the dates to which payment may 
have been made him on account of pay and rations commuted and 
the articles of clothing issued, and return it to him to be delivered to 
his company commander, or, if he belongs to the non-commissioned 
staff, to the adjutant of his regiment or battalion. 

XV. The following forms will be observed: 


ARMY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES. 
Medical certificate to retire invalid officer. 


(Under act of Congress approved February 17, 1864.) 


——., of the Regiment, Brigade, having appeared before 
the Board for examination, we do hereby certify— 

(Here state whether the officer is permanently disabled and cannot perform 
duty in any branch of the military service, with a full description of the wound, 
injury, or disease, and the disabling effects, and that it was received or contracted 
in the service of the Confederate States in the line of duty. If it is a re-examina- 
tion, made periodically, state such fact. If the invalid, being disabled for service 
in the field, is fit for other service, recommend him accordingly. Should an 
invalid retired overcome the disability, recommend him for such duty as he can 
perform. ) 

——— -———-,, Surgeon, P. A., C. 8. 

—— ———,, Surgeon, P. A.,C.S. 

——— ——_, DULS OO Ar om or 
Medical Examining Board. 


> 
? 


(Place.) Examining Board. 
(Date. ) 
(Duplicates. ) 


ARMY OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES. 
Certificate of disability for retiring of invalid soldiers. 


(Under act of Congress approved February 17, 1864.) 


, of Captain — 8 company (——), of the Regi 
’s brigade, enrolled or enlisted by i at , on the sie ca 


, Surgeon, P.A.,C.S.,— 
———,, surgeon, P.A., C.S., 

, Surgeon, P.A.,C:58., 
Medical Examining Board. 


——_ 


-(Place.) Examining Board. 
— (Date.) ee, fey: 
_ (Duplicates. ) ' ae 3 
Form for retiring a soldier. 


e~ 


, 


= (Under the act to provide an invalid corps, approved February 17, 1864.) 
— To all whom it may concern: 


Know ye that ——, a of Captain ’s company, ——— Regi- 
ment of , who was enlisted the —— day of , one thousand eight hun- 
dred and , to serve ,is hereby honorably retired from military service, 


with the pay and emoluments of a in the Army of the Confederate States. 


Said -was born in , in the State of ; is —— years of 
age, -—— feet —— inches high, complexion, eyes, hair, and by 
occupation, when enlisted, a ; 

Given at this —— day of , 186—. 

——— ——,, Surgeon, P. A.,C.S. 

——— ———,, Surgeon, P. A.,C.S. 
q — , Surgeon, P. A.,C.S. 
3 By order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


_ [Marcw 16, 1864.—For orders of Governor Allen, requiring every 
person in Louisiana liable to militia duty to hold himself in readiness 
at a minute’s call for the defense of the State, see Series I, Vol. XXXIV, 
Part II, p. 1047.] 


[Marcu 17, 1864.—For Vance to Davis, in relation to the business 
of blockade running, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 837. | 


CIRCULAR BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 8. Richmond, March 18, 1864. 


I. General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
is herewith made a part of this circular,* and commandants of con- 
scripts are enjoined to proceed to the rapid and vigorous execution 
of its provisions, under the instructions and interpretations herein 
prescribed. 

II. Under the terms of the eighth section of the act of Congress, 
published in General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, and the terms of Circular No. 55 of the Bureau, last series, 


E *See p. 178. 
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commandants will proceed to organize the service in their respective 
States. In addition to the organization therein provided for, and in 
further pursuance of paragraph II of the said General Orders, No. 26, 
commandants will forthwith organize in each county a board, to con- 
sist of not more than three of the most reliable and intelligent citizens 
between the ages of forty-five and fifty years, and who have been 
enrolled and detailed for the service. These boards will be charged 
with aiding the local enrolling officer in obtaining information con- 
cerning all applications for exemption and detail for agricultural or 
other industrial pursuits, and also in furnishing all other information 
which may be needed in the duties imposed upon the enrolling officers. 
The loeal and Congressional enrolling officer will be required to super- 
vise the action of these boards, and promptly report to the commandant 
unfitness or delinquencies on the part of the persons detailed for them. 
So long as the duties are properly performed the persons so employed 
will be exempted from other service. Care will be used in the begin- 
ning to select proper men, and in view of the grave duties herein 
devolved upon the enrolling officer, he will at his discretion require 
the written opinion of the Board on claims for exemption or applica- 
tions for detail, and may call on them for special information concern- 
ing matters pertinent to the service. In every case referred by the 
local or Congressional district enrolling officer to the commandants 
an opinion as to the merit must be indorsed or accompany the case, 
and the like rule will be rigidly observed by commandants in referring 
to this Bureau. 

II. Commandants will order the immediate enrollment and exam- 
ination of all persons within the prescribed ages who are found in the 
employment of any department of the Government and who are not 
specially exempted by the act of Congress; and such as are found fit 
for service in the field may be detailed until the 10th day of April 
next, provided an application is made according to the terms of the 
sixth paragraph of General Orders, No. 26, herein cited. 

IV. Commandants of conscripts will forthwith transmit to this 
Bureau recommendations for physicians to be employed in accordance 
with paragraph IX, General Orders, No. 26, herein cited. Much 
complaint reaches this Bureau concerning irregularities in the med- 
ical examinations. Loose or irregular examinations must not be per- 
mitted, and commandants will promptly report any well-ascertained 
delinquency in the matter. 

_ Vv. Forms for consolidated reports by the commandants of con- 
scripts will be forwarded; also forms for the records of the Congres- 
sional district and local enrolling officers. These records must be 
accurately kept and the reports based on them must be in clear and 
intelligible form or they will be returned for revision and correction. 

VI. Persons and classes enumerated in the first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth articles of section 10, except those referred to 
in the latter clause of the fourth article of said tenth section of the 
act of Congress recited, shall beexempted. All other persons referred 
to in said act shall be detailed. 

VII. Exemptions by examining boards. 

1. Persons who shall be determined by the Board of Examination 
to be incapable of performing active service in the field and any of 
the duties mentioned in the eighth section of the said act of Congress 
from causes of a permanent nature shall be exempted from military 
service by the said Board, who shall grant certificates thereof, which 
shall specify the causes of the incapacity, reciting in full the nature 


, 
‘ 
: 


Wey. 
Man” 


f the disease or other incapacity and the probable ura- 


fe) disability caused by it; and the parties shall not be sub- 7 


ject t future examination unless specially ordered by the Board of the 
Congressional district in which such parties reside, or by the com- 
- mandant of conscripts for the State, or by this Bureau. 


2. When in the opinion of enrolling officers the causes for which 
exemption was granted to a person, after examination by the Medical 


_ Board, have ceased to exist, they will make a report to the Board, 


stating the name of the person, when enrolled, when examined, and 
the disease and other cause of disability with the reasons for believ- 
ing it to have disappeared, and that the person is capable of perform- 
ing active service in the field, or some of the duties mentioned in the 
said eighth section of the act aforesaid. The Examining Board will 
then order the party to be brought before it for re-examination. When 
a person is re-examined by the Board his former certificate shall be 
surrendered and canceled. If again found unfit for duty a new cer- 
tificate of exemption shall be issued to him. 

3. Every certificate of exemption granted by a Board of Examin- 
ation shall be approved by the Congressional district enrolling officer, 
which shall protect the person exempted from molestation by the 
officers of conscription and from re-examination unless the Board of 
Examination, or the commandant of conscripts, or the Bureau of 
Conscription shall order the same. 

VIII. Exemption of specified classes and individuals. 

1. Applications for exemption under the third and sixth articles of 
the tenth section of the act aforesaid shall be made to the enrolling 
officer of the county in which the applicant resides, who will thor- 
oughly investigate the case, and if satisfied by competent evidence 
that exemption should be allowed, shall issue a certificate thereof, 
which must be submitted to the enrolling officer of the Congressional 
district for his approval. 

2. Applications for exemptions under the fifth article of the tenth 
section of the act aforesaid shall be made to the commandant of con- 
seripts for the State, who will grant the certificate of exemption 
authorized by law, to continue during compliance with the conditions 
prescribed by said act. Exemption, except for the president, treas- 
urer, auditor, and superintendent, shall not be allowed to any officers 
and employés of a railroad company, unless the president or super- 
intendent shall certify on oath that the parties applied for are indis- 
pensable to the efficient operation of such railroad; that the persons 
exempted on said railroad shall not exceed one for each mile thereof 
in actual use for military transportation; that the exempts for such 
road shall be reported by name and description once a month to the 
commandant of conscripts for the State through which such road 
passes (or to the Bureau of Conscription), together with the names 
and descriptive list of any one who may leave the employment of the 
railroad company, or who may cease to be indispensable to the effi- 
cient operation of the said road. 

3. The exemption of overseers or agriculturists on each farm or 
plantation upon which there are now, and were on the Ist day of Jan- 
uary last, fifteen able-bodied hands between the ages of sixteen and 
fifty, will be allowed for the space of twelve months, and the certifi- 
cate of exemption shall be granted by the officer taking the bond 
required by law, upon being informed by the commandant for that 
State that the bond is approved. 
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4. The bond required to be given upon the exemption of an over. 
seer or agriculturist, under the fourth article of section 10 of the said 
act, shall be taken by the enrolling officer of the county or district in 
which such party resides, with the advice and assistance of the tem- 
porary Board aforesaid. It shall be payable to the Confederate States 
of America, in a penalty double the estimated value of the products 


to be delivered to the Government, and conditioned for the faithful | 


performance of the requirements of the fourth article of the tent 

section of the said act. The value of the said products shall be 
assessed by the enrolling officer, who shall take the said bond, with 
the assistance of the said temporary Board, according to the market 
value thereof at the time and place of assessment. The said bond 
may be secured by a deposit of the amount of the penalty thereof in 
notes issued from the Treasury Department of the Confederate 
States, with any of the depositaries of the said ‘Treasury, or by per- 
sonal security, the nature of the security to be at the option of the 
principal obligor in the said bond. Should the person so exempted 
elect to give personal security, the sureties tendered by him shall 
justify their sufficiency under oath before some justice of the peace, 
but shall not be accepted unless the enrolling officer taking the said 
bond, under the advice of the said temporary Board, shall deem them 
sufficient. Such bonds shall, after due execution, be transmitted to 
the commandant of conscripts for the State for file in his office, to be 
surrendered to the obligors when the conditions thereof are fully 
complied with; and the receipt of any quartermaster or commissary 
specifying that the amount of produce required by the bond has been 
duly delivered and accepted will entitle the person to have the bond 
eanceled; and copies of such receipts should be forwarded to the 


commandant of conscripts, to be by him forwarded to the Quarter- — 


master-General or the Commissary-General, through this Bureau. 

IX. Exemption on account of religious faith. 

Persons entitled to exemption as provided for in paragraph XII, 
General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, eur- 
rent series, will on application receive certificates thereof from the 
Congressional district enrolling officer, on producing satisfactory evi- 
dence that they have complied with the requirements of the law. 

X. Exemption of officers of Confederate and State governments. 

Certificates of exemption for officers of the Confederate and State 
governments will be given by the commandants for the States. 

XI. Investigation of applications for exemption. 

1. All other applications for exemption shall be made in writing to 
the enrolling officer of the county or district in which the applicant 
resides; shall be supported by his affidavit and other sworn testimony, 
and dealt with according to the provisions of paragraph III, of Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current 
series. 

2. Every application for exemption should be carefully, minutely, 
and thoroughly investigated by the local enrolling officer, with the aid 
of the temporary Board to be organized under the second clause of 
paragraph [1 of this circular, and be thereafter transmitted to the 
commandants of conscripts for the State, with a report of facts and 
their respective opinions on the merits of the application. The report 
of facts should be somewhat in detail, setting forth in regular order 
the facts developed in the investigation, giving briefly the reasons for 
the opinion expressed, and instead of being put in the form of an 
indorsement, will be made on a separate sheet of paper. The investi- 


> 


pany 1 0 
ade, but should be directed w ew ¢ ertain-. 
ll the facts and circumstances of the case, and the exact condi- | 
tion of the parties with relation thereto. ate 
XII. Details. = 
ny, _ Agricultural details: 1. The officers of conscription will give the 
_ most careful attention to the provisions of paragraph IV, General 
_ Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current 
_ series, in connection with the last clause of the fourth article of the . 
_ tenth section of the act of Congress cited. This paragraph embraces a 
the whole system of details provided by law to maintain the indus- . 
trial production of the country, in view of the public defense. 

2. The investigation of every case presented must be the most pre- 
_ cise and accurate which can be attained by the enrolling officer (with 
the co-operation of the temporary boards), and all action must be in 
direct view of the necessities indicated. Commandants will institute 
such modes of inquiry and report as will furnish the fullest testimony. 
The policy of the law is to enforce the largest’ amount of production 
in every case in which the detail is made. The schedule of terms 
hereto appended will, it is believed, meet a majority of the cases that 
are likely to be presented. Where it is doubtful whether the case is 
covered by the classification, commandants will in general decide by 
reference to the plain intent of the law, or refer the matter to this 
Bureau, with full testimony and opinion. In all details there must be 
satisfactory evidence of the necessity, as expressed in General Orders, 
No. 26, current series. 
Schedule of terms: 3. Where there are two or more farms contigu- 
ous, or within five miles of each other, measuring from the home- 
_ steads, having on each five or more hands, amounting in the aggregate 
to fifteen hands, or where one person has two or more plantations 
within five miles of each other, having an aggregate of fifteen or more 
- hands, there may be detailed one person as overseer or manager of 
_ the two or more farms; provided there is on neither of the farms a 
white male adult, declared by the enrolling officer and the temporary 
Board capable of managing the farms with a reasonable efficiency, not 
liable to military duty; and provided the person detailed was on the 
1st day of January, 1864, either owner, manager, or overseer residing 
on one of the farms; and provided the owners of said farms shall 
execute a joint and several bond, on the terms prescribed for the 
owners of fifteen hands, except that such persons shall not be allowed 
the privilege of commutation provided in the fourth article of the 
tenth section of the act recited. 

4. Where details are allowed to persons having less than fifteen, 
and five or more than five, hands, they shall enter into like obligation 
as prescribed for the owners of fifteen or more hands, except that for 
each hand less than fifteen down to five there shall be supplied five 
pounds less meat, thus: Each of fourteen hands, 95; thirteen hands, 
90; twelve hands, 85; * * * six hands, 55; five hands, 50 pounds. 

5. Where details are allowed to persons having less than five hands, 
they shall enter into like obligations to sell all their surplus produc- 
tions to the Government. 

6. All details herein prescribed to be allowed are subject to revoca- 
tion by the commandant of conscripts, on the report of the enrolling 
officer that the person detailed is not habitually, industriously, and in 
good faith engaged in the occupation for which the detail is granted. 
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Enrolling officers are required to be unusually vigilant in supervising 
such details. Omission in this duty will constitute grave dereliction. 

7. Enrolling officers are required to exercise the utmost caution in 
recommending details in the classes enumerated. It is by no means 
intended to grant them indiscriminately, but to limit them as muck 
as is consistent with the public good. All pertinent circumstances 
will be carefully inquired into. Among these are fitness for the field ; 
ability or aptitude for the purposes of the detail; condition of the 
family; whether any or how many are in the military service; public 
good, justice, equity or necessity, &e. 

XIII. Details for public necessity. 

Applications for details such as are not required for the service in 
any of the military bureaus, or for service in any of the departments 
of the Government, including service with contractors, will be made, 
accompanied by a descriptive list, to the enrolling officer of the appro- 
priate county or district, and be supported by the affidavit of the 
applicant and other testimony under oath. The district enrolling 
officer will institute a minute and searching investigation into the 
circumstances of the case, the result of which will be set forth on a 
separate sheet of paper. The district enrolling officer may, if he 
approves the application, grant a detail for sixty days and forward 
the papers through the commandant to the Bureau for its action. If 
the application is refused, the reasons in full will be indorsed, and in 
case of appeal, the papers forwarded to this Bureau through the same 
channels. If the persons for whose detail application is made are 
engaged in performing the duties on account of which details are 
asked they will be allowed to remain until finalaction. If otherwise, 
they should be sent to camps of instruction. 

XIV. Details for persons between forty-five and fifty for Govern-— 
ment work. ° 

Applications for the detail of persons between forty-five and fifty 
years of age for service in any of the military bureaus or in any of 
the departments of the Government will be made, accompanied by a 
descriptive list, to the local or district enrolling officer; and it must 
set forth the nature of the duties to be performed, the necessity for 
the detail, and the period for which it is required. The district 
enrolling officer, after investigation made and reported as directed in 
preceding paragraph, may, if he approve the application, grant a 
detail for a period not exceeding sixty days, and forward the papers 
to the commandant for his action. An appeal from the action of the 
enrolling officers and the commandant may be taken to this Bureau. 

XV. Details of artisans, mechanics, &e. 

1. Applications for the detail for service in any of the military 
bureaus or for any of the departments of the Government (including 
contractors) of artisans, mechanics, or persons of scientific skill, to 
perform indispensable duties, should be made, with descriptive lists, 
to the enrolling officer. The skill of the party, the duties to be per- 
formed, and why his services are indispensable, and the period for 
which the detail is required, must be distinctly set forth. Applica- 
tions for the employés of contractors must in addition contain a cer- 
tificate from the officer contracted with, or the head of the department 
that the services of the particular parties are required for the per- 
formance of indispensable Government work. The district enrolling 
officer may grant detail for sixty days and forward the papers through 
the commandant (each expressing his opinion) to this Bureau for its 
action. If the application is refused, reasons in full will be indorsed, 


of appeal, papers forwarded to this Bureau. 
r are at work they will be allowed to remain un tion is 
1; if otherwise, they should be sent to the camps of instruction. 
plications for the detail of contractors themselves must also con- — 
E. the certificate of the head of the Bureau, required by the 
_ eleventh section of the act. KE 

_ XVI. All other applications for exemption or detail not otherwise 
_ provided will be made to the enrolling officer and forwarded through 

_ the proper channels. - 
XVII. Great care should be exercised in exempting or detailing 
_ able-bodied men between eighteen and forty-five. No case should be 
acted on until after minute and thorough investigation as to the 
_ alleged private or public necessity, advantage, convenience, justice, 
- or equity, and as to whether persons not liable to service in the field 
may not be obtained. 

XVIII. Reports. oe ; 

_1. Examining boards, in addition to the lists directed in paragraph 
VIII, General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, current series, will furnish district enrolling officers with lists 
_ of men in their districts found fit for military service but unfit for 

service in the field, specifying in each case what duties they are 

_ eapable of performing. Congressional district officers to furnish 

similar lists to county enrolling officers, the object being to enable 

persons needing detailed men to see who are the subjects of detail, 
and to choose from them. 

2. Enrolling officers will forward to the commandant of conscripts 
monthly a report of all persons enrolled by them and the action taken 
in each case. These reports will be consolidated by the commandant, 
with reference to the distinctions made in the act of Congress, and the 
regulations for its enforcement, in duplicate, one copy of which will 
be forwarded to this Bureau, and one kept on file in the office of the 
commandant. 

_ XIX. Enrollment of reserve classes. 

1. Commandants of conscripts will proceed to enroll all persons 
between the ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty-five and fifty 
years, in execution of General Orders, No. 33, Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, current series, which is herewith made a part of this 
circular. * 

2. Commandants will keep a separate and distinct roll of persons 
between the ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty-five and fifty. 

3. Commandants of conscripts will assign to duty, as a supporting 
force for conscription service, such persons as may be recommended 
by the examining boards as unfit for the field, but as competent for 
this service; and when as many as sixty-four such persons are so 
assigned, they will be organized into a company, elect their officers, 
and return the muster-rolls to the comniandants; and if there be not 
a sufficient number to form a company in each Congressional district, 
then the commandant may assign a sufficient number of persons 
between forty-five and fifty years of age, so as to complete a company 
for each Congressional district. A competent officer of the rank of 
colonel will be assigned by this Bureau to organize such companies 
into a regiment, if there be the requisite number of companies; or 
into a battalion, if there be less than ten companies; or into two bat- 
talions, if deemed preferable. 


—————— 


*Here omitted, but see p. 212. 
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XX. General instructions. : 

1. Commandants will always bear in mind that General Orders, 
No. 26, is not only the basis, but forms a large portion of these instruc- 
tions. They will habitually recur to its provisions to aid in the appli- 
cation of other provisions of this circular. 

2. Commandants will of course refer cases of difficulty to this 
Bureau; but references which’bear on their face that they are rather 
to avoid due responsibility or labor will be retained without remarks. 

3. The duty of the commandants of conscripts is, in accordance 
with these instructions, to maintain and invigorate the industrial pro- 
duction of the Confederacy and supply its armies with men. This 
duty must be performed or our struggle for independence and liberty 
will fail. 

By order of Col. J. S. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B, DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, March 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: Governor Watts, of Alabama, in his letter to the President, 
dated 8th of March,* and handed by you to me, states that there have 
been many companies raised in Alabama for conscript service and the 
arrest of absentees, and that these companies have in general done 
little good and frequently much harm to the service. These com- 
panies were raised by Brigadier-General Pillow when assigned to con- 
scription service by General Johnston. The evils complained of were 
manifest on the transfer of the conscription service in Alabama to 
this Bureau, and instant steps were taken to ascertain the condition 
of the companies, by what authority raised and assigned, the mate- 
rial of which they were composed, and all other matter necessary to a 
proper disposition of them. 

It involved a slow, difficult, and delicate inspection. Most of the 
companies were mustered for the war, contained many conscripts 
liable to general service, and were of such character that if suddenly 
disbanded the men might be entirely lost. If the conscripts were 
withdrawn, they would disband, and if ordered to the field the con- 
script service would be utterly without support. The investigation is 
progressing, and in the meantime all that can be spared from con- 
script service have been ordered to report either to General Polk or to 
officers authorized by the War Department to raise and organize 
forces. The process is now at work under the orders of an efficient 
commandant of conscripts, and it is hoped that all, or nearly all, the 
companies will soon be placed in the field except one for each Con- 
gressional district reserved for conscript service. 

I still believe that the very worst ageney to have control of con- 
scription, except that of generals commanding, is the local civil or 
military authorities. Wherever it has been tried it has proved a dis- 
astrous failure, and such would be the result of Governor Watts’ 
plan. If theState authorities or generals commanding would actively 
and cordially co-operate with the conscript authorities instead of 
endeavoring to control or oppose them good might result. 


* Not found. 
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months in this Bureau ther ean 
ld by State authority. Thousands have been om — 
_ by the action of that authority. The collisions between the 
ute and conscript authorities have been universally caused by the 
rt of the States to keep or take men from the conscript officers. 
__ The same experience indicates that no general commanding a 
_ department or district having control of conscription has sent one 
_ conscript out of his department. I am not informed that fifty con- 
_ scripts have been sent from Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, or Ten- 
nessee to the Army of Virginia while General Pillow, under General 
_ Johnston, had control of conscription in those States. EP I 
The difficulties, delays, and irregularities of conscription do not 
result from the difficulty in finding men, but the impossibility of 
getting those men out of the hands of recruiting officers under gen- 
erals commanding, of Governors, judges, and demagoguing politicians. 
These are the real impediments to the success of this Bureau. From 
one end of the Confederacy to the other every constituted authority, 
every officer, every man and woman is engaged in opposing the 
enrolling officer in the execution of his duties. It is their efforts to 
meet and overcome these obstacles which causes the outery against 
these officers and suggests these crude plans for the service to which 
they are assigned. 
With the present onerous, responsible, and important functions 
_ charged upon the conscription authorities, it may be worthy of con- 
sideration whether the duty of arresting absentees may not be con- 
fided to other agencies; but for conscription merely you cannot devise 
a better system than the one now in operation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 18, 1864. 
Hon. EuGENIus A. NISBET, 
Macon, Ga.: 

Str: I inclose you a copy of the act of Congress for the suspension 
of the writ of habeas corpus, and the orders of this Department for 
the execution of the writ.* The second section of the act requires 
the selection of proper officers for the investigation of the cases of all 
persons who may be arrested or detained, and for the discharge of 
such as are improperly detained. The Department has selected you 
for the oversight and direction of the whole subject in the State of 
Georgia, except the cases immediately arising in the army of General 
Joseph E. Johnston. A person has been selected to attend to that 
army. 

DoH will be authorized to detail from the men between forty-five 
and fifty years such assistants as you may require. The duties to be 
performed will sufficiently appear from the act itself and from the 
orders already issued. A copy of this letter will be sent to the various 
military commanders, and you will be entitled to transportation upon 
application to the quartermaster. 


*See General Orders, No. 31, p. 2038. 
15 R R—SERIES IV, VOL UI 
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Congress failed to make an appropriation to carry into effect the 
act, and the Department cannot at this time specify the rate of com- 
pensation; but an application will be made to Congress in May next, 
and it is hoped that it will be settled on a satisfactory basis. Mean- 
while you are requested to keep an accurate account of the expenses 
and forward them to the Department before the Ist of May. _ 

The Department is aware of the delicate nature of the duties to be 
performed, and the importance in the present condition of the country 
of exactness and circumspection in the administration of the power 
confided by the act the Department devolves upon you in the State 
of Georgia under a sense of the responsibility that rests upon you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ss 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


LIBERTY, VA.; March 18, 1564. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 

Sir: There can be little doubt but that the want of organized 
transportation and the inability of the railroads to effect the domestic 
commerce of the country enters largely into the problem of market 
price, and must to that extent affect the operation of the new cur- 
reney act. The obstacles to internal commerce are: 

First. The incomplete condition of certain railroad extensions and 
connections, such as those of the Danville and Central, in Virginia; 
the connection by rail to Richmond, Petersburg from Yorkville, 
across to Augusta, &e. 

Second. The deficiency of rolling-stock, especially of locomotives. 
The several roads now running in Virginia have not one-fourth, in 
some cases not one-eighth, of the motive power proper for their 
regular trade. The Central road reported only eight locomotives in 
working order. The ratio of engines to length of road run would 
give the road fifty or sixty. The Virginia and Tennessee road is 
short of motive power, and the South Side road in every respect inad- 
equate to its business. The rails of all these roads are reported in 
bad condition, varying of course with grades and tonnage, but all 
requiring repair. The reduction of train speed has its effect upon 
the internal intercourse of the country. 

Third. The refusal of roads.on the same gauge to allow the freight- 
ears of other roads to run over their rail, thereby involving unneces- 
sary transshipments, and throwing the through freights into the 
hands of an express company, heretofore unlimited in its exactions. 
These are, in my opinion, the main causes of the great difference in 
prices between the different portions of the Confederacy and between 
the metropolis and the interior. 

During the last session of the Virginia Legislature it became my 
duty, as chairman of the Committee on Roads and Interior Naviga- 
tion (I state this to authenticate the condition and defects of the 
Virginia roads), to examine into the subject of internal transportation, 
and to recommend measures for its improvement. The lower House 
passed a bill requiring roads to pass the freight-cars of other roads 
of the same gauge over their own road. Railroads were required to 
establish an express department. These provisions were lost in the 
Senate. Express companies were placed under stringent regulations. 
They are now restricted to double the freight allowed the railroad. 


ie ng-mill. Th 


1. The remedies proposed are: eee Mi 
he military possession of the roads so far as to insure 
ugh freights and close connections. fete ; 
ond. The organization of locomotive factories with a detail of : 
led workmen, and the importation or manufacture of boiler ~ 
es, tubular boilers, chilled wheels, chilled tire, &¢., the manu- ; 
facture of freight-cars, the erection of rolling-mills, whenever neces- 
sary for the repair of extensive lines of roads. I am aware this plan 
involves labor and responsibility, but it is submitted in the belief 
that it will effect much to facilitate the military operations and the 
internal commerce of the country. It will indirectly operate upon 
the currency, for if the supplies continue irregular or deficient the 
Government will be driven to a reissue of currency. You will please 
excuse this communication, dictated by an interest in the public 
welfare. 
Respectfully, yours, 


WM. M. BURWELL. 


[First indorsement.] 


: MARCH 28, 1864. 
_ QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL: 
These suggestions are worthy of attentive consideration. 

J. A. 8. 


[Second indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
. March 29, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Sims. 
By order of Quartermaster-General: 
W. F. ALEXANDER, 
Major and Assistant to the Quartermaster- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 9, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, whose attention is 
invited to the inclosed report of Lieutenant-Colonel Sims. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


[Inclosure.] 


CO. S. QUARTERMASTER’S DEPT., RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, April 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to return herewith a communication 
from Hon. W. M. Burwell, and submit for your consideration the 
following reply: 

First. It is well known to all who have investigated the matter that 
everything possible has been done to complete the Danville connec- 
tion, and but for the difficulty in getting rails it would have been 
further toward completion. The connection from Columbia to Au- 
gusta is one of extreme importance and should be fostered in every 
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way by the Government. Immense trouble will be encountered, but 
the reward will be great. It will shorten the distance between those 
two points from 143 miles to about 80 miles, saving about 63 miles 
and giving a line not subject to interruptions by the enemy. It could 
be finished in twelve months, but it would require extraordinary exer- 
tions and every facility that Government could give. It cannot be 
urged too strongly, and I trust the matter will not drop with this 
report. 

Second: The deficiency of rolling-stock is great and without remedy 
until the policy of the Government changes in regard to keeping 
mechanies in the Army, to which must be added another difficulty 
quite as serious, 7. e., the supply of iron. The deficiency of locomo- 
tives is not so serious if those in the country could be thoroughly 
repaired. This takes mechanics and materials, which are not in the 
Confederacy. Iam confident that with 100 mechanics and a supply 
of block tin, copper, cast-steel, &c., distributed through the various 
shops in Virginia, that the effective motive power of the State would 
be in six months increased one-half. It was with the idea of placing 
this machinery in good order that I applied for the detail of one 
mechanic for every ten miles of railroad in operation in the Confed- 
eracy, but so impracticable was considered my suggestion that no 
reply was made to it. 

Third. It is almost an impossibility for those who have had no 
practical experience to understand how any difficulty can arise from 
interchanging cars, and yet it is most fruitful of destruction to prop- 
erty. Cars never get the proper attention when from under the owner’s 
eye, and with the present scarcity it is the true policy to husband 
them with care. The experience of the world is against it, and if 
the time ever comes when it is pursued you may rely upon all improve- 
ment in, or certainty of, transportation is destroyed. In peace times 
competing lines sometimes interchanged cars, but it was always with 
the expectation that many would be destroyed. Can we afford to lose 
any? Certainly not. Then we must manage those we have so as to 
avoid it, and that can only be done by keeping them constantly under 
the eye of the owner. The establishment of a locomotive factory is 
very desirable, but here arises the same question of men and material, 
with the additional one of obtaining complicated machinery; but these 
are not insurmountable obstacles, nor do they need legislation. If the 
mechanics can be had the balance will be forthcoming. If mechanics 
are not to be had for repairing locomotives, where is the force coming 
from to construct them? That the railroads should come under mili- 
tary control I am becoming every day more satisfied. There seems 
to be a desire to work for the road’s interest rather than sacrifice all 
convenience for the country’s cause. For instance, it is clear to any- 
body that the two roads from Richmond to Weldon should be worked 
as one corporation, and yet all the advantages to the Government and 
the public cannot bring it about. If the Virginia Legislature really 
wish to make the railroads serve the Confederate States, let it amal- 
gamate these two roads. This is a matter about which there can be 
no doubt, and nothing but self-interest will oppose it. Greater 
harmony would doubtless produce better results, but this I fear can 
never be obtained until a Government officer manages every road. 
The present incumbents might still retain their positions, but should 
be directly amenable to Government, and made to feel that the inter- 
ests of Government were paramount to every other consideration. 
This question will press more heavily than heretofore from the extent 


of demand which require greater exertions, and its consideration 
‘should not be postponed. The sum of all that is proposed in this 
communication is men and iron. With these we can make boiler 
plate, wheels, tires, cars, rails, &c. There is nothing impossible in 
it. Indeed, it is easy of accomplishment, and if Government will only 
offer the details, works corresponding in extent with the demand will 
soon be started; but before I could conscientiously recommend this 
plan I should like to see all the present motive power and ears in 
working condition, and until this is done it is worse than folly to 
attempt more extensive projects. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. W. SIMS, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


[MaRcH 18, 1864.—For Forrest to Polk and Clark to Polk, in rela- 
tion to the transfer of the State troops of Mississippi to the Confed- 
erate service, see Series I, Vol. XX XII, Part III, pp. 650, 651. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 35. Richmond, March 19, 1864. 


I. Officers on inspection duty, while traveling under the immediate 
orders of the War Department, will be allowed their personal expénses 
(less the commutation value of one ration per day) in lieu of all allow- 
anees for fuel, quarters, and forage. Each account must be certi- 
fied by the officer receiving the payment, and will be paid by any 
quartermaster. 

II. Paragraph 166, General Regulations, is not construed to allow 
certain commanding officers to grant themselves leave. They will 
not absent themselves from their commands without authority from 
this office. 

Ill. Paragraph 170, General Regulations, is hereby revoked. Nor 
will the commander of a post grant leave to an officer without per- 
mission first obtained from the general commanding the army or 
department in which the post may be established. 

IV. Commanding generals and other commanding officers are pro- 
hibited from detaching officers and ordering them to duty or for 
assignment in other commands, or beyond the limits of their depart- 
ments or commands, without previous authority from this office. The 
transportation allowance of an officer so detached and ordered with- 
out previous authority will be charged to the officer giving the order. 

V. Until exchanged and reassembled, the officers and men of cap- 
tured organizations will be temporarily assigned, by the general com- 
manding the department in which the troops have been serving, to 
depleted organizations in the service, or to such other duty as the 
commanding general may direct. To this end it will be the duty of 
the officers of the Conscription Bureau in the several States to return 
to the general commanding the department in which the troops have 
last served such officers and soldiers as are now or may be hereafter 
absent from duty on account of the capture of their command. 

VI. Paragraph VI, General Orders, No. 13, current series, is thus 
amended: 

In making payments to soldiers upon descriptive lists officers of the 
Quartermaster’s Department will be careful to indorse thereon the 
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amounts paid and the time for which they have been paid, returning 
the same to them for delivery to their company commanders. Dis- 
bursing officers will file with receipts given by soldiers thus paid a 
certificate in each case that the descriptive list was according to pre- 
scribed form, dated, and -subscribed by the officer commanding the 
company; that the station of the company was given and that no 
money was paid the soldier except that certified by the officer as due 
from the records of the company. 

VII. Under General Orders, No. 142, 1863, the inspector-general of 
field transportation is charged with impressing and purchasing field 
transportation forthe Army. His officers and agents will not be inter 
fered with by either officers or soldiers when engaged in discharging 
that duty. 

VIII. vescus liable to conscription who have joined companies in 
the local or special service will be turned over to enrolling officers for 
assignment to companies in the general service. ~ 

IX. The following is published as supplementary to the schedule 
of average cost of arms, parts of arms, and accouterments, as set forth 
in General Orders, No. 158, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
December 3, 1863: 


Carbine (breech-loading) - --_--- $75;00- |= Horse. brush:.23 25) 92- eee $2.00 
Carbine (muzzle-loading) --_--- 60.:00-| Bridle:<- =: = 28s. 2 re ee 14. 00 
Parts of same. (See prices of Bitpcaus oo) ee 2.00 
parts of rifle, model 1855.) Goipthees Tet Seon es Sees 5. 00 
Skeleton saddles ---..---------- 75900" PStirrape ss < -f23e2 see ee ee ee) 
Aalense =e sae ee 13.00°|¢ Bridlo-reis’- 4s 5-ces = eee 7.00 
Crirppehetens ates ae sae 8.00: | Spurs. xo een ee eee 1.50 
Stirrup leathers:.--,.-..-.------ 6.005" Curry comp as. — =e 1.25 
Mess blanket ._-_--_-.--------- - “4,00°| Nose bag 2 ov2.... 0. sees ene 2.50 
ELALTORT CIN See eee ones 5.00 | Cartridges of all kinds, each ___  .25 
Headstall Sse see 7.00 | Caps of all kinds, each ________- . 024 
The price of bayonets is increased to $11 each. 
By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
CIRCULAR BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 9. Richmond, March 19, 1864. 


I. This Bureau being charged by General Orders, No. 32, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, current series, with the enrollment and 
assignment of all the persons described in the first section act of Con- 
gress therein published and entitled ‘‘ An act to increase the efficiency 
of the Army by the employment of free negroes and slaves in certain 
capacities,” the said first section and paragraphs II and III of the 
said orders are herewith made parts of this circular.* 

Il. Commandants of conscripts will forthwith proceed in aeccord- 
ance with the foregoing second paragraph of said orders to the enroll- 
ment of the persons described in the said first section of the act 
aforesaid, have them examined by the Board of Examination, and 
furnish the Bureau descriptive lists of such as are fit for the service 
required. Ten days’ furlough may be allowed after acceptance, at 
the expiration of which time the persons who are found fit for the 
service required will be forwarded to the headquarters of the general 


*See p. 207. 


ding the department embracing 
ed. Receipts will be taken upon their delivery. . 
I. Applications for exemptions in this class of persons may be 
A y disposed of by the commandant of conscripts without reference 
_ to this Bureau. He should require them to be forwarded to him in 
accordance with the instructions of Circular No. 8, current series. 
By command of Col. John S. Preston, superintendent: 
T. GOLDTHWAITE, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 19, 1864. 
General E. K. SMITH, 
Commanding, &ce.: % 


GENERAL: The letter of Brigadier-General Greer of the 7th of 
December last* with your indorsement of the 18th of January has 
been received. 

This Department has experienced much embarrassment from the 
eccentric decisions of inferior judges who have had the power to issue 
writs of habeas corpus, and can appreciate the difficulties that Gen- 
eral Greer has had to encounter on that subject. His opinion as to 
the liability of deputy clerks and deputy marshals is concurred in, 
and the late act of Congress to organize forces for the war will enable 
him to apply a corrective to some of the evils he complains of. A 
copy of that act with the orders and regulations will be sent to you 
with this letter. The act embraces two distinct subjects—the organi- 
zation of the existing Army and the recruiting of its ranks by con- 
scription. The act continues in service all men between eighteen and 

forty-five now belonging to the Army till the end of the war. You 
will observe that it does not abridge the term of service of those who 
belong to the Army. It does not provide for the discharge of any 
until their legal term of service has expired. Persons over forty-five 
will serve for that term, whatever it may be. The act also provides 
for the transfer of certain companies and men to other organizations, 
but the mass are continued in their existing organizations. 

Congress, before the passage of this act, had adopted a special act 
repealing the exemption of principals who had put in substitutes and 
who had no other cause of exemption. By the act of Congress of the 
17th of February they repealed all existing exemptions and provided 
that all men between seventeen and fifty years of age should be placed 
in service under the limitations and exceptions embraced in that act. 
General Orders, No. 26, contains the act and the regulations of the 
Department for its execution. Besides these acts the superintendent 
of the Bureau of Conscription has made in the form of instructions 
more detailed arrangements for their complete enforcement. These 
orders and regulations will accompany this letter. By the act of 
Congress of the 27th of September, 1862, the disposition to be made 
of conscripts is declared. They were to be appropriated, first, to the 
filling up of the regiments in existence prior to the 16th of April, 1862, 
and then to the completion of the regiments formed between that date 
and the 1st of October, 1862. No new companies were contemplated 
to be made from men liable to conscription, except in those districts 


*See Series I, Vol. XXVI, Part II, p. 498. 
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in which the conscription act could not be enforced, and no other 
agencies were to be employed except those of the conscription 
service. General Orders, No. 82, series of 1862, were framed with 
this object. This Department has deviated from this plan under 
a supposed necessity in some instances, but experience has convinced 
it that a strict adherence to the law and the regulations would have 
been productive of greater benefit to the service. It now discards all 
plans for recruiting outside of those regular agencies, and refuses 
authorities to raise companies except under very special circum- 
stances, and those are limited to the country occupied by the enemy. 

The act of Congress before mentioned, as you will perceive, greatly 
diminishes the classes of persons entitled to detail for speeial service. 
The act, the orders, and the instructions of the Bureau of Conscrip- 
tion will place you in possession of the general views of the Depart- 
ment relative to the manner of performing these functions. They 
involve considerations of the gravest import, and in intrusting the 
discharge of similar functions to you the Department is fully aware 
of the magnitude and difficulty of the trust. The general principles 
it has adopted it recommends to you—that you cause the Bureau 
of Conscription to be organized with care and managed with efficiency; 
that the pringipal aim should be to recruit the existing organizations 
and to decline the issuing of any special authorities or the creation 
of independent agencies. It is proper that the regiments of Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana, and Texas on the east of the Mississippi River should 
be recruited, and that new regiments should not be formed until this 
be done. The service of the Army proper should as far as practica- 
ble be performed by inen fit for duty in the field, and the Bureau 
and civil service should be supplied by the persons designated in the 
eighth section of the act. Reserve forces should be organized and 
made as efficient as the circumstances of the country will warrant, 
and care should be employed and discrimination exercised to provide 
sufficiently for the maintenance of the industrial operations of the 
country. <A broad, statesmanlike administration is necessary for the 
fulfillment of the duties imposed by this act. 

General Orders, No. 31, contains the act for the suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus. The bill itself imposes upon you the duty 
of its execution in your department. You will find in the orders 
what the Department has done for its execution in the Cis-Mississippi 
Department. Commissioners of the highest character and profes- 
sional ability have been selected for the performance of the duties 
charged upon them, and they have been authorized to detail from the 
class between forty-five and fifty adequate assistance. Congress 
failed to make an appropriation to carry into execution this act, but 
that omission will probably be supplied in May next. The compen- 
sation of the commissioners has not been settled, but the Department 
will be disposed to fix it upon a liberal footing. The country is nat- 
urally jealous of any suspension of this writ, and the Department has 
been anxious to impress upon its administration under it the evidence 
of professional ability, sound discretion, and personal honor, so as to 
avoid any appearance of evil. The most ordinary case in which the 
act will be required is that in which persons seek to avoid military 
service, and your attention is directed to that section as affording a 
cure for some of the evils of which Brigadier-General Greer com- 
plains. Another important branch of your duties will arise under 
the act imposing regulations upon the foreign trade, with the view to 
obtain foreign supplies. The scheme of this act is to prohibit the 
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ortation of cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar, molasses, and military and 
“al Stores, except under the regulations of the President. A pro- 
ibition is laid upon the import of many articles of luxury. The 
gulations framed by the President were designed to secure the 


3 application of all these articles mentioned in the act of Congress to 


_ the accumulation of supplies for the Army and necessaries for the 


_ people. Congress also passed a bill to create two bureaus, one for 


either side of the Mississippi River, for the carrying into effect this 
act, but owing to some inattention or inadvertence it failed to be 


_ signed by the officers of the two branches of Congress, and was not 


carried to the President. It did not therefore become a law. There 
will be required in your department some special agency for the pur- 
chase, transportation, export, sale, and investment of the proceeds of 
the articles belonging to the Government, and for the oversight of the 
transactions of individuals under the act of Congress and regulations. 
The bill which failed to become a law, under the circumstances before 
mentioned, provided such an agency to be subject to your control, and 
in the absence of adequate agencies of administration in the Treas- 
ury Department in that district, and in consequence of the absorption 
by the military department of so much of the active business popu- 
lation and the machinery of government, it is not perceived how the 
act can be efficiently executed otherwise than by the establishment of 
a similar agency to that provided. The regulations that have been 
adopted furnish an outline of the method of proceeding under the 
act. It will be necessary for you to fill up that outline by practical 
measures to give efficiency to the system. Copies of the regulations 
both for the sea and the land will be sent to you. I recommend that 
the officers employed in this business be required to give bonds, and 
that they be selected with discrimination, so as to secure men who 
will not abuse their positions to promote any personal or individual 
object. The country requires that all its resources be husbanded 
with solicitude and that none should be expended except to promote 
the public good. At the same time a liberal consideration of the con- 
venience and comfort of the people at large is proper, so as to obtain 
their cordial co-operation and support. 

Congress revised its act concerning impressments and provided for 
the employment of free negroes and slaves in certain branches of the 
public service. It may be that your circumstances will require the 
employment of slaves in the operations of your department. The act 
provides that 20,000 slaves may be impressed, provided that free 
negroes cannot be obtained, and slave labor cannot be contracted for. 
The Department has directed the enrollment of free negroes and will 
probably impress some 10,000 or 15,000 slaves in the various depart- 
ments on this side of the Mississippi River. The same power is 
extended to your department. You are at liberty to call into service, 
if they are needed, 6,000 slaves to perform the duties that the act of 
Congress contemplates. We have determined here to employ the 
Bureau of Conscription to obtain them as the most diffused of the 
agencies under our control. In the General Orders, No. 138, of 1863, 
you will find some leading directions as to the methods of proceed- 
ing, but some of the details of these orders have been modified by 
General Orders, No. 32, of the present series, especially those in refer- 
ence to the compensation to be paid to the overseers. 

Finally, I will call your attention to the act and orders for the 
establishment of the invalid corps—General Orders, No. 34. The 
persons retired under these orders should obtain their orders from the 
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headquarters, and the roll of officers and men should be preserved 
there. No person should be permitted to have the benefit of that act 
except under the order of the department commanders. Much con- 
fusion and fraud have been the consequence of allowing to subordi- 
nate officers to determine finally upon the condition of officers and 
men in service. 

The delicacy and difficulty of the duties cast on you by these 
various laws and orders are sensibly felt, but full confidence is placed 
in your discretion, zeal, and ability for their faithful discharge. 

I have the honor to remain, general, very truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary-of War. 


(Resolutions introduced by Hon. Linton Stephens.) 
RESOLUTIONS on the suspension of the habeas corpus. 


The General Assembly of the State of Georgia do resolve, 1st. That 
under the Constitution of the Confederate States there is no power to 
suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, but in a manner 
and to an extent regulated and limited by the express, emphatic, and 
unqualified constitutional prohibitions, that ‘‘No person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law,” and 
that ‘‘The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall 
not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable cause, 
supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
places to be searched and the persons or things to be seized.” And 
this conclusion results from the two following reasons: First. Because 
the power to suspend the writ is derived, not from express delegation, 
but only from implication, which must always yield to express con- 
flicting and restricting words. Second. Because this power, being 
found nowhere in the Constitution but in words which are copied from 
the original Constitution of the United States, as adopted in 1787, 
must yield in all points of conflict to the subsequent amendments of 
1789, which are also copied into our present Constitution and which 
contain the prohibitions above quoted and were adopted with the 
declared purpose of adding further declaratory and restrictive clauses. 

2d. That ‘‘due process of law” for seizing the persons of the peo- 
ple, as defined by the Constitution itself, is a warrant issued upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly 
describing the persons to be seized; and the issuing of such warrants 
being the exertion of a judicial power is, if done by any branch of the 
Government except the judiciary, a plain violation of that provision 
of the Constitution which vests the judicial power in the courts alone; 
and therefore all seizures of the persons of the people by any officer 
of the Confederate Government without warrant, and all warrants for 
that purpose from any but a judicial source, are, in the judgment of 
this General Assembly, unreasonable and unconstitutional. 

3d. That the recent act of Congress to suspend the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus in cases of arrests ordered by the President, 
Secretary of War, or general officer commanding the Trans-Mississippi 
Military Department, is an attempt to sustain the military authority 
in the exercise of the constitutional judicial function of issuing war- 
rants, and to give validity to unconstitutional seizures of the persons 
of the people; and as the said act by its express terms confines its 
operation to the upholding of this class of unconstitutional seizures, 
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whole suspension attempted to be aut! whole 
i itself, in the judgment of this General Assembly, are unconstitu- 


with the hope that the people and the military authorities will abide 
by the decision. 
5th. That as constitutional liberty is the sole object which our peo- 
ple and our noble Army have in our present terrible struggle with the 
Government of Mr. Lincoln, so also is a faithful adherence to it on the 
part of our own Government, through good fortune in arms and 
through bad, one of the great elements of our strength and final suc- 
cess; because the constant contrast of constitutional government on 
our part with the usurpations and tyrannies which characterize the 
Government of our enemy, under the ever recurring and ever false 
plea of the necessities of war, will have the double effect of animating 
our people with an unconquerable zeal and of inspiring the people of 
the North more and more with a desire and determination to put an 
end to a contest which is waged by their Government openly against 
our liberty and as truly, but more covertly, against their own. 
THOS. HARDEMAN, JR., 
Speaker House Representatives. 
L. CARRINGTON, 
Clerk House Representatives. 
PETER CONE, — 
‘President of Senate pro tem. 
L. H. KENAN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Approved March 19, 1864. 
JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor. 


(Introduced by Hon. Linton Stephens.) 


RESOLUTIONS declaring the ground on which the Confederate States stand in 
this war, and the terms on which peace ought to be offered to the enemy. 


The General Assembly of the State of Georgia do resolve, 1st. 
That to secure the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness, ‘‘governments were instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right 
of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new govern- 
ment, laying its foundations on such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form as shall seem to them most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness.” . 

2d. That the best possible commentary upon this grand text of 
our fathers of 1776 is their accompanying action, which it was put 
forth to justify; and that action was the immortal declaration that 
the former political connection between the Colonies and the state of 
Great Britain was dissolved and the thirteen Colonies were, and of 
right ought to be, not one independent State, but thirteen independent 
States, each of them being such a ‘‘people” as had the right, when- 
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_ 4th. That in the judgment of this General Assembly the said act is 

_ a dangerous assault upon the constitutional power of the courts and 

_ upon the liberty of the people, and beyond the power of any possible 
necessity to justify it; and while our Senators and Representatives in 

_ Congress are earnestly urged to take the first possible opportunity to 

have it repealed, we refer the question of its validity to the courts, 
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ever they chose to exercise it, to separate themselves from a political 
association and government of their former choice and institute a 
new government to suit themselves. ae 

3d. That if Rhode Island, with her meager elements of nationality, 
was such a “‘people” in 1776, when her separation from the Govern- 
ment and people of Great Britain took place, much more was Georgia 
‘and each of the other seceding States, with their large territories, 
populations, and resources, such a “people,” and entitled to exercise 
the same right in 1861, when they decreed their separation from the 
Government and people of the United States; and if the separation 
was rightful in the first case it was more clearly so in the last, the 
right depending, as it does in the case of every “‘people” for whom it 
is claimed, simply upon their fitness and their will to constitute an 
independent state. 

4th. That this right was perfect in each of the States, to be exercised 
by her at her own pleasure, without challenge or resistance from any 
other power whatsoever; and while these Southern States had long 
had reason enough to justify its assertion against some of their faith- 
less associates, yet, remembering the dictate of ‘‘ prudence,” that 
““eovernments long established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes,” they forbore a resort to its exercise, until numbers 
of the Northern States, State after State, through a series of years, 
and by studied legislation, had arrayed themselves in open hostility 
against an acknowledged provision of the Constitution, and had at 
last succeeded in the election of a President who was the avowed 
exponent and executioner of their faithless designs against the con- 
stitutional rights of their Southern sisters—rights which had been 
often adjudicated by the courts, and which were never denied by the 
Abolitionists themselves but upon the ground that the Constitution 
itself was void whenever it came in conflict with a ‘‘ higher law,” which 
they could not find among the laws of God, and which depended for 
its exposition solely upon the elastic consciences of rancorous parti- 
sans. The Constitution thus broken, and deliberately and persistently 
repudiated by several of the States who were parties to it, ceased, 
according to universal law, to be binding on any of the rest, and 
those States who had been wronged by the breach were justified in 
using their rights to provide ‘‘new guards for their future security.” 

5th. That the reasons which justified the separation when it took 
place have been vindicated and enhanced in force by the subsequent 
course of the Government of Mr. Lincoln—by his contemptuous rejec- 
tion of the Confederate commissioners who were sent to Washington 
before the war to settle all matters of difference without a resort to 
arms, thus evincing his determination to have war; by his armed 
occupation of the territory of the Confederate States, and especially 
by his treacherous attempt to re-enforce his garrisons in their midst, 
after they had, in pursuance of their right, withdrawn their people 
and territory from the jurisdiction of his Government, thus rendering 
war a necessity, and actually inaugurating the present lamentable 
war; by his official denunciation of the Confederate States as ‘“‘rebel” 
and “‘disloyal” States for their rightful withdrawal from their faith- 
less associate States, whilst no word of censure has ever fallen from 
him against those faithless States who were truly ‘‘disloyal” to the 
Union and the Constitution which was the only cement of the Union 
and who were the true authors of all the wrong and all the mischief 
of the separation, thus insulting the innocent by charging upon them 
the crimes of his own guilty allies; and finally, by his monstrous 
usurpations of power and undisguised repudiation of the Constitution, 
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the dominion of one-tenth, who may be abject enough to swear all 
_ giance to his usurpation, thus betraying his design to subvert true 


and his mocking scheme of securing a repul 
sovereign States by putting nine-tenths of the people u 
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constitutional republicanism in the North as well as the South. 

6th. That while we regard the present war between these Confed- 
erate States and the United States as a huge crime, whose beginning 
and continuance are justly chargeable to the Government of our 
enemy, yet we do not hesitate to affirm that, if our own Government 
and the people of both Governments would avoid all participation in 
the guilt of its continuance, it becomes all of them, on all proper 
occasions and in all proper ways—the people acting through their 
State organizations and popular assemblies, and our Government 
through its appropriate departments—to use their earnest efforts to 
put an end to this unnatural, unchristian, and savage work of car- 
nage and havoc. And to this end we earnestly recommend that our 
Government, immediately after signal successes of our arms and on 

_ other occasions when none can impute its action to alarm instead of 

a sincere desire for peace, shall make to the Government of our enemy 
an Official offer of peace on the basis of the great principle declared 
by our common fathers in 1776, accompanied by the distinct expres- 
sion of a willingness on our part to follow that principle to its true 
logical consequences by agreeing that any Border State whose prefer- 
ence for our association may be doubted (doubts having been expressed 
as to the wishes of the Border States) shall settle the question for her- 
self by a convention to be elected for that purpose after the with- 
drawal of all military forces of both sides from her limits. 

7th. That we believe this course on the part of our Government 
would constantly weaken and sooner or later break down the war 
power of our enemy by showing to his people the justice of our cause, 
our willingness to make peace on the principles of 1776, and the 
shoulders on which rests the responsibility for the continuance of the 
unnatural strife; that it would be hailed by our people and citizen 
soldiery, who are bearing the brunt of the war, as an assurance that 
peace will not be unnecessarily delayed nor their sufferings unneces- 
sarily prolonged, and that it would be regretted by nobody on either 
side except men whose importance or whose gains would be dimin- 
ished by peace and men whose ambitious designs would need cover 
under the ever recurring plea of the necessities of war. 

8th. That while the foregoing is an expression of the sentiments of 
this General Assembly respecting the manner in which peace should 
be sought, we renew our pledges of the resources and power of this 
State to the prosecution of the war, defensive on our part, until peace 
is obtained upon just and honorable terms and until the independence 
and nationality of the Confederate States is established upon a per- 


manent and enduring basis. 
THOS. HARDEMAN, JR., 
Speaker House Representatives. 
L. CARRINGTON, 
Clerk House Representatives. 
PETER CONE, 
President of Senate pro tem. 
L. H. KENAN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
rch 19, 1864. . 
OE a JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 19, 1864. 
Hon. THOMAS BRAGG, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 

Str: Your acceptance of the office cf commissioner under the law 
suspending the writ of habeas corpus is gratefully appreciated by the 
Department. It was not presumed the position was desirable, but I 
was not mistaken in relying on your patriotic zeal to accept it. It is 
important that the duty should be fulfilled by a citizen of your State 
enjoying the confidence and influence you so justly command. ‘There 
will be no incompatibility whatever in your attention to the private 
or professional matters to which you refer. You can employ the 
clerks you require to aid you, and the quartermaster at Raleigh will 
be instructed to furnish the stationery, &c., you may need. Judge 
Pearson is still, I fear, bent on mischief. It will be hard, however, 
for him to prevent by construction the plain terms of the law, or to 
stem alone the changing current of public sentiment and the adverse 
opinions of his brethren on the bench. He will probably find disere- 
tion the better policy, and for a time at least, and, I trust, perma- 
nently, cloak his factious purposes. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 36. { Richmond, March 21, 1864. 

I. Special attention is directed to the Ninetieth Article of War, and 
paragraph 877, Army Regulations, requiring the proceedings of gen- 
eral courts-martial, and orders respecting the sentences of such courts, 
to be transmitted with as much expedition as practicable to the War 
Department. The observance of these rules, especially in capital 
cases and trials affecting the commissions of officers, also of para- 
graph 871 of the regulations, prescribing the manner of making up 
and securing the court record, is enjoined upon all concerned. 

II. Every court-martial record, which should be kept distinct and 
separate in each case, must be indorsed with the name, rank, or 
description of the party and the court by which he was tried, to which 
should be added the action of the reviewing officer, confirming or dis- 
approving the sentence, duly attested by his signature. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


cae eae BUREAU OF CONSORIPTION, 
No. 10. Richmond, March 21, 1864. 
Beyond the Confederate lines and within the lines of the enemy are 
many liable to enrollment and military service. You will endeavor 
to enroll and bring into service all such persons as are within the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five. Those above forty-five should not “be 
enrolled, the purpose being to leave them at home, where their services 
7s needed, and not to subject them to the risks of becoming prisoners 
of war. 
In the immediate neighborhood and in rear of the Confederate 
Army, where the lines are liable to fluctuation, a careful discretion 


oe a aD) 


ton, superintendent: 
_ THOS. GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


By command of Col. John S. Pres 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 21, 1864. 

Mr. Joseph W. Tucker is hereby authorized to engage two assist- 
ants for special service against the enemy. Their operations to be — 
governed by the rules and regulations, to be subject to the restric- 
tions imposed by, and this authority to be revocable at the pleasure 
of this Department. 

The compensation for service to consist of a percentage on the 
amount of the enemy’s property destroyed, to be awarded by an 
officer or officers charged with that duty by this Department, in no 


case to exceed 50 per centum. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. D. H. MAurRyY, 
Commanding, &c., Mobile, Ala.: 

GENERAL: Among the acts passed by the last Congress there is one 
to impose regulations upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate 
States, to provide for the public defense, to which your attention is 
directed. The President has caused to be published the regulations 
for the trade by sea and overland to Mexico. The act prohibits the 
export of cotton, tobacco, naval and military stores, sugar, molasses, 
and rice, except under the regulations of the President for the Con- 
federate States. 

The second section of the act provides that any of the said articles 
that are laden for exportation beyond the Confederate States, or to any 
portion of them occupied by the enemy, shall be forfeited, together 
with the slaves and animals that may be employed or collected for the 
purpose of aiding therein. 

The third section prohibits the landing of such articles, except 
under a permission and the giving of a bond by the exporter to 
convey them to their destination. 

The fourth section authorizes the collector of the port or district, or 
such other officer as may be designated by the President, to take into 
their custody any of the articles before mentioned when there is rea- 
son to believe they were intended for exportation, or, when in wagons, 
carts, or other vehicles, they are apparently on their way toward the 
territories of a foreign nation, or toward the territory of the Con- 
federate States in the occupation of the United States, or in the 
vicinity thereof, or toward a place whence such articles are intended 
to be exported, until bond be given, with sureties, that no violation 
of the act or of the regulations is designed. The object of the act 
was to place the commerce in these articles entirely under the control 
of the Government, that it might secure necessary supplies. There 
may be an occasion presented of securing supplies that are indispen- 
sably necessary for the Army. When these supplies can be secured 
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by the exportation of these articles by land into the country occupied 
by the enemy the Department supposes that it would be prudent and 
lawful to do so; but great cireumspection is necessary for the execu- 
tion of any plan of the kind, and all such traffic must be subject to 
the inspection and control of the department commanders, and should 
be under the supervision of trustworthy officers, who would under no 
circumstances abuse it for any personal advantage or to promote 
speculations by their friends and connections. 

In all cases sureties should be taken for the fulfillment of the con- 
tracts, and the delivery of the supplies should be a condition precedent 
to the allowance of the permission. The permission should be coun- 
tersigned by the commander and strict scrutiny should be habitually 
made into the manner of the fulfillment of any such contracts. If at 
any time it should be discovered that any mischief results the system 
should be abandoned. No trade is lawful except such as is thus ear- 
ried on, and the directions in the fifth, sixth, and-seventh regulations 
of the overland trade to Mexico are applicable to any such traffic. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Same to Maj. Gens. George E. Pickett and J. C. Breckinridge, Gen- 
erals G. T. Beauregard and Joseph E. Johnston, Lieut. Gens. L. Polk 
and J. Longstreet. ) 


CIRCULAR BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 11. Richmond, March 22, 1864. 


I. When owners, overseers, or managers of such farms or planta- 
tions as are specially enumerated in the fourth article, tenth section, 
of the late military bill, or whose services are of more importance as 
agriculturists than in the Army, who were enrolled during the month 
of January last, are still in the camps of instruction and have not 
volunteered, or otherwise have been enlisted, the equity of the act 
should prevail and their cases be acted on as if the enrollment had 
never taken place. 

II. Upon general principles of justice, equity, and necessity the 
Government is disposed to relieve persons between seventeen and 
eighteen and forty-five and fifty, members of the Society of Friends, 
Dunkards, &c. When they are in a condition to be detailed for 
agricultural pursuits it may be done under the conditions imposed 
upon other classes of producers. When there are clerical employ- 
ments or artisan or mechanical labors that they can perform they may 
be selected for those objects. Every case, however, should be referred 
to this Bureau for its action, allowing the parties to remain at their 
employments until action is taken. 

By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

THOS. GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ORDNANCE BUREAU, 


Richmond, March 22, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 
Str: On September 15 last Mr. McRae wrote that the whole amount 
advanced to Major Huse and others for account of War Department 
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iger loan was £544,976. Mr. Me 
rer this advance be at once sent to him in orde 
djust the accounts of the loan between the War and Treasury _ 
tments. Warrants to the extent of £311,000 were accordingly 


; part 
sent to him and he was advised (November 30, 1863) that no more 
could be done just then, as the appropriations on this side could not 
_ Stand any further draft upon them without embarrassing the opera- 
_ tions of the bureaus. Other warrants were promised him as soon as 
our appropriations should be made by Congress, then so soon to 
assemble. This, however, has not been done. 


In addition to the above advance of £544,976 it was understood (see 


your letter of September 26 to Mr. McRae) that £262,500 were yet to 
~ accrue to the War Department out of the Erlanger loan. After con- 


sultation with the chief of the several bureaus this amount was appor- 
tioned out by you (see your letter of October, 1863, to Mr. McRae) as 
follows: 2 


Quartermaster’s Department __-.-...-...-.- eae on eee ae £85, 000 
Ordnancoroenathinenteeewies 2222 fe ee ee 55, 500 
Moumiiscany Denarimienl ssc. 2 6.22. saecn ss: oa ee ese cee 40, 000 
MAE ROUGE UD YSN G/DL TENS Bs page ak a eis a 30, 000 
Nate and Minine: Department. 2 2.2 2.2 = 2. 22s eee n-ne cee 40, 000 
wmeincer. Department ....-. ---..-.--:----.------- epneme auaaeie eee 12, 000 

EA ee re ene ee eerie ct St Same Sea ei ee ee ee 262, 500 


It would now seem, however, that these £262,500 were predicated 
upon the further negotiation of bonds by Messrs. Erlanger & Co. 


‘Said negotiation having failed, the funds are not in the hands of Mr. 


McRae to meet the warrants sent forward by the various bureaus 
under the apportionment. 

As, however, a deficit of £233,000 of the advance of £544,976 was yet 
uncovered by warrants, the actual overdraft of the War Department 
on its proportion of the Erlanger loan is something less than £29,000. 
But it is to be considered that while the amount actually advanced 


- for the War Department is covered by drafts, such drafts are in favor 


of bureaus not properly chargeable with the money expended. 

It appears, further, that under authority from the Quartermaster- 
General, approved by you, Major Waller, quartermaster at Nassau, 
has drawn on Mr. McRae for £20,000 at sixty and ninety. Mr. 
McRae has no funds in hand, but has accepted the drafts, hoping that 
he may be placed in funds before their maturity with which to duly 
protect them. These drafts are held by outside parties, but the war- 
rants in favor of bureaus (above referred to) are in the hands of 
officers and agents of the Government. 

Since my assignment to general duty, in charge of shipment of cot- 
ton for the War Department, in August last, the shipments have 
been as follows: 
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The credits aceruing to the various bureaus from the shipments of 
cotton have been more than anticipated and expended (as shown by 
recent letters from Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm & Co. te the chiefs of 
bureaus) by the agents of said bureaus. The Medical Department 
alone has a small credit, and this is more apparent than real, as Tam 
informed that orders more than sufficient to absorb the whole amount 
were long since sent out. 

Your letter of September 26, 1863, gave Mr. McRae power to trans- 
fer from one bureau to another any surplus credits for which it may 
not have immediate need, but I do not suppose that it is your inten- 
tion to withhold payment from the creditors of one department to 
satisfy the claims of those of another. (This is basis of objection 
made to transfer by F., T. & Co.) : 

I have thought it my duty to inform you of the foregoing facts 
before preparing for your signature the instructions called for by 
your indorsement on a late letter of Mr. McRae, which I have the 
honor herewith to return. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
LTieutenant- Colonel. 


P. S.—If the cotton now on hand belonging to the War and Navy 
Departments is transferred, as recommended by me, to the Treasury 
Department, the disposition of proceeds will, under the new regula- 
tions, be under the control of the Treasury Department and agent of 
Treasury now abroad. If Mr. Mallory declines to transfer the cotton 
of his Department, the War Department will, I suppose, be compelled 
to ship as formerly. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 37. j Richmond, March 22, 1864. 


I. The attention of medical examining boards is called to paragraph 
IV, General Orders, No. 34, current series.* Such boards have no 
power to retire an officer, but will forward the certificate of disability 
(giving the officer examined a duplicate thereof) and the application, 
through the Surgeon-General, to the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
that the ‘‘certificate of retirement” may be issued from this office. 
No other certificate of retirement will be respected. 

II. Each officer retired under the provisions of the act will, imme- 
diately on the receipt of the certificate of retirement as set forth in 
the preceding paragraph, or as soon thereafter as practicable, commu- 
nicate to this office the military station or post-office (giving county 
and State) at which he may be found. Whenever any permanent 
change is made in his location he will immediately report such change 
to this office. 

Ill. The certificate of retirement, as provided in paragraph I, will 
be numbered and forwarded to the officer so retired when he is on 
duty in the field through the general commanding the army or depart- 
ment to the regiment or battalion to which the officer may belong. 
When he is absent from his command it will be forwarded directly to 
his address at the place where he appeared before the Board of Exam- 
iners (unless a different direction is requested by the officer) and 
a notice of the fact will be sent from this office to the commanding 
general. 


*See p. 214. 
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Regulations. 
_ By order: 


'. §.. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


z MosiLe, March 22, 1864. 
Hon. JAMEs A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I have received your letter of March 14 desiring [me] to act as 
commissioner under the recent act of Congress for the suspension of 
the writ of habeas corpus in the military department commanded by 
_ Major-General Maury, and also desiring me to give counsel to the 
_ commander of conscripts and the enrolling officers in cases that may 
arise in which the interposition of that writ may be claimed. 

I have communicated your letter to General Maury, and notified 
_ him that I will be ready to act as called upon. To-day I have received 
in the Richmond Enquirer a copy of the general orders upon the 
- above-named act of Congress, and now report that my services will be 
_ rendered to the best of my ability as they may be required. 

1 Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. HAMILTON. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Ga., March 22, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 


Sir: The General Assembly of the State of Georgia has passed a 
resolution, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, in which they 
decline to express any opinion as to the wisdom of the act passed by 
Congress enrolling such persons as had been enrolled under the State 
laws, and recommended that I as the Executive interpose no obstacle 
to its enforcement, and also requesting me to open a correspondence 
with you and request you to exonerate from the penalties of said act 
such persons between the ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty- 
five and fifty who did not volunteer or enroll within the time specified, 
supposing their enrollment under the State law to be legal. 

Having given my views upon this question in my messages to the 
General Assembly and submitted it to their decision, I yield to their 
recommendation. 

.An act was passed by the General Assembly of this State, approved 
December 14, 1863, to reorganize the militia of the State of Georgia, 
which required the enrollment of all male white residents who were 
then or who should be of the age of sixteen years, and not over sixty 
years, for military service, according to the provisions of said act, 
which enrollment was immediately ordered and made; after which 
Congress passed an act declaring that ‘‘from and after the passage of 
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the same all white men, residents of the Confederate States, between 
the ages of seventeen and fifty, shall be in the service of the Confed- 
erate States during the war.” ; 

Under the fifth section of said act it is made ‘‘the duty of all white 
residents o1 the Confederate States between the ages of seventeen 
and eighteen and forty-five and fifty to be enrolled within a certain 
time, and any person who shall fail to enroll himself without a reason- 
able excuse therefor shall be placed in service in the field for the 
war.” 

Instead of constituting a reserve for State defense and detail duty, 
these persons, honestly believing that as both acts required the same 
State defense, and as they were enrolled by State authority for 
that purpose, it was legal, failed to enroll themselves in Confederate 
service, which, I think, ‘‘is a reasonable excuse therefor.” I therefore 
respectfully request that they be allowed thirty days after notice 
given to volunteer, organize, and elect their officers. And as it is 
important that your decision be made known inimediately, with your 
consent I will publish your reply to this letter if you conform to the 
wish of the General Assembly and grant the privilege requested for 
the persons now made subject to enrollment. 

Very respectfully, ‘ 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


[Inclosure. ] 


A RESOLUTION in relation to the recent military act of Congress. 


The General Assembly do resolve, That this General Assembly, 
declining to express any opinion as to the wisdom of the act passed 
by Congress enrolling such persons as had been enrolled under the 
State law, recommend that His Excellency interpose no obstacle to its 
enforcement, and the Governor is requested to open a correspondence 
with the Secretary of War and request him to exonerate from the 
penalties of said act such persons between the ages of seventeen and 
eighteen and forty-five and fifty who did not volunteer or enroll 
within the time specified, supposing their enrollment under the State 
law legal. 

PETER CONE, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 
L. H. KENAN, 
Secretary of Senate. 
THOS. HARDEMAN, Jr., 
Speaker House of Representatives. 
L. CARRINGTON, 
Clerk House of Representatives. 


Having given my views upon this question in my messages to the 
General Assembly and submitted it to their decision, I yield to their 
recommendation. This 22d of March, 1864. 

JOSEPH E. BROWN, 


Governor. 


SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE, GEORGIA, 
Milledgeville, March 22, 1864. 
I certify that the above is a true copy of the original resolution now 
on file in this office. : 
Given under my hand and seal of office. 
N. C. BARNETT, 
Secretary of State. 
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Secretary. 
[Second indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
a : Richmond, April 2, 1864. 
_ Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 
The instructions of this Bureau, under sanction of the Secretary of 
War, to the commandant of conscripts for Georgia allow until the 1st 
of May for the enrollment of the classes indicated by Governor Brown. 
This entirely exonerates these classes from the penalty: provided by 
Congress, and seems to meet Governor Brown’s recommendation. 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 23, 1864. 
_ General R. E. LEs, 
Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: The act of the last Congress to impose regulations upon 
the foreign commerce of the Confederate States provides for an em- 
bargo upon the exportation of cotton, tobacco, sugar, rice, molasses, 
and military and naval stores from the Confederacy, except under 
the regulations of the President. The regulations for export by sea 
and overland to Mexico have been published. There is another 
branch of the same trade that the public necessity alone justifies, and 
which cannot be specially regulated, except by communication with 
the general commanding the lines on the frontier. The act prohibits 
exportation into any portion of the Confederate States occupied by 
the enemy, and authorizes the forfeiture of the articles exported, and 
the vehicles, teams, and slaves employed in the business. It author- 
izes the collectors of the districts, and such other officers as may be 
designated by the President, to take into their custody any of the 
articles subject to forfeiture, when there is reason to believe they are 
intended for exportation, or when in vessels, carts, or wagons, or any 
other carriage or vehicle whatsoever, or in any manner apparently on 
their way toward the territories of a foreign nation, or toward the 
territories of the Confederate States in the occupation of the United 
States, and not to permit the same to be removed until bond shall be 
given, with satisfactory sureties, that no violation of this act and the 
regulations under the same is intended. 

The third section of the act provides that these articles may be 
laden under a special permission, and upon taking a bond to secure 
the delivery of the articles at their destination. 

It is necessary that this Department shall authorize a trade in these 
articles with the border counties, and even Maryland, for ordnance 
supplies, and to obtain subsistence from Northern Virginia, and the 
Department has placed the subject, so far as regards subsistence and 
other supplies, except ordnance stores, under the charge of Maj. B. P. 
Noland. He contracts for articles, takes the bond, and receives those 
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that may be imported in return; that is, he superintends the oper- 
ations. The permissions will all be issued from this Department, and 
none will be granted except for this object, except In a few cases, for 
the supply of soldiers’ families outside of our lines. A contraband 
trade in the prohibited articles cannot be permitted for individual 
advantage, and the duty of the commander is to prevent the same. 

The fifth, sixth, and seventh articles of the regulations in respect 
to the overland trade with Mexico are applicable to persons engaged 
in the trade elsewhere, and contain directions as to the proper course 
to be pursued by the commander in all such cases. 

With this statement of the act, the rules of the Department respect- 
ing it, and by reference to the regulations in respect to the overland 
trade with Mexico, so far as applicable to your lines, will enable you 
to give instructions suitable to the case. The act does not contem- 
plate any action in respect to imports by the military authorities; but 
if any illicit trade in prohibited articles is discovered notice should 
be given. A copy of the Treasury regulations as to such articles is 
forwarded with this letter.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 28, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the effect of the act 
of Congress approved February 17, 1864, amending the law establish- 
ing military courts, which requires that ‘‘charges shall be referred 
to said courts and their proceedings reviewed by the army commander, 
as in the ease of general courts-martial.” This converts military 
courts practically into courts-martial and sacrifices the chief benefits 
that were anticipated from the creation of the former. 

When I recommended the establishment of military courts, in the 
autumn of 1862, the inadequacy of the courts-martial to enforee disci- 
pline in the Army had become apparent to my mind from the experi- 
ence of the campaign in Northern Virginia and Maryland, which had 
just closed. The importance of prompt and certain punishment of 
offenses had been strongly impressed upon me, and as it was impossi- 
ble to accomplish this object by convening courts-martial in the midst 
of active operations, I thought that great good could be attained by 
having a tribunal to attend the Army to try and punish offenses as 
they were committed, so as more effectually to restrain them than 
could be hoped by a trial and punishment after the lapse of a long 
time and when the immunity of one offender had encouraged many 
others to follow his example. The same considerations made me look 
for better results from the military courts when the Army was sta- 
tionary, as their proceedings, if conducted according to the original 
plan, could be much more expeditious than those of courts-martial, 

One of the chief sources of delay in the latter courts was the neces- 
sity of forwarding all charges to my headquarters for examination 
before being ordered to trial, and subsequently of reviewing the pro- 
ceedings of all the courts. Much time was necessarily lost in both 
these particulars, as the number of cases was so great that they could 


*See p.206. For Lee’s reply, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 842, 


ressing duties. Thess ties 
ated to a great extent by allowing the corps. i eB 
do charges directly to the military courts of their respective 
_ corps for trial, and to review the proceedings of those courts, and it 
_ was found in practice that such was the case. The labor of reviewing . 
- was divided among several, and the time necessarily consumed in the 
transmission of papers was also saved. 

The act of Congress above referred to has entirely taken away these, 
which were the chief benefits of the military courts, and restored all 

_ the objectionable features of the system of courts-martial. In fact I — 

- would prefer the latter, as they do not require the additional trans- 
portation and subsistence necessary for the military courts. While 

_ the army is stationary there is absolutely no difference in point of 
efficiency between the two courts, and although the military courts 
might sit while the army is moving, the necessity that the charges to 
be tried shall first be sent to me to be referred to these courts, and 
that their proceedings shall be reviewed by me, makes the courts of 
no practical use during a time of active operations, owing to the 
impossibility of my discharging these duties under such circumstances, 
and the great loss of time that must always occur, especially when 
the troops are separated, as almost always happens. 

If the corps commanders and commanders of cavalry divisions, each 
of which will have a court, be authorized to refer charges to the mili- 
tary courts and review their proceedings, they will continue to prove 
useful to the Army. If the present law is to continue, they are 
expensive incumbrances. 

If you should desire it I will forward to you the outlines of a law 
which will embody the principal features that experience has shown 
should characterize the military courts, to be presented to Congress 
at their next meeting, and I hope their wisdom will see proper to 
remedy the objections above pointed out in the existing constitution 
of those tribunals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


ne es, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


[First indorsement. ] 
MARCH 26, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the President, who may be interested to 
learn General Lee’s well-considered opinion of the objections to the 
recent legislation of Congress relative to military courts and the 
amendments that are desirable. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement. | 
APRIL 1, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

IT do not find in the law referred to anything which requires the 
commanding general to refer all charges to the military courts. It 
seems to me to be placed just where the Articles of War, the Regula- 
tions of the Army, and practice in relation to general courts-martial had 
before fixed it. The revision of the proceedings by the commanding 
general is made obligatory wherever it was requisite in the case of a 
general court-martial. eo 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 38. : Richmond, March 23, 1864. 


I. The second and third paragraphs of General Orders, No. 8, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, series of 1862, are hereby 
revoked. = 

II. With a view to facilitate the organization of citizens of Mary- 
land into companies, squadrons, battalions, and regiments, in accord- 
ance with the act to authorize and provide for the organization of the 
Maryland Line, published in paragraph I, General Orders, No. 8, 
above referred to, a camp will be established at Staunton, Va., to be 
called Camp Maryland, and a camp near Hanover Junction, to be 
called Camp Howard. — 

III. The troops now under the command of Col. Bradley T. Johnson 
will for the present occupy Camp Howard, and all other Maryland 
companies, squadrons, and battalions will, upon their written appli- 
cation, be detached by commanding generals from their present com- 
mands and ordered to proceed, for the purpose of being organized 
into regiments, either to Camp Maryland or to Camp Howard, as they 
may elect. 

IV. All persons now in service in other than Maryland companies 
who are, or were at the commencement of the war, native or adopted 
citizens of Maryland, and who desire to join companies from their 
own State, will, upon their application in writing, with reliable evi- 
dence of their citizenship, addressed and sent directly to the com- 
mandant of Camp Maryland or to the commandant of Camp Howard, 
be transferred to the Maryland Line, and at their option will either 
be assigned to Maryland companies now existing, or, provided the 
number be sufficient, organized into new companies with the privi- 
lege of electing company officers. And persons now in service in 
Maryland companies who are citizens of other States will, upon their 
request in writing, accompanied by proper evidence of their citizen- 
ship, be transferred by commanding generals to any company from 
their own States in the army to which they belong. : 

V. Upon receipt of orders from this office making transfers in 
accordance with the preceding paragraph commanding generals are 
directed to forward the men so transferred to the camp designated in 
charge of commissioned officers, and they will furnish every possible 
facility for the prompt movement of companies, squadrons, and bat- 
talions as directed in the third paragraph of this order. 

VI. All native or adopted citizens of Maryland who are not now in 
the Confederate service will, upon application to either of the com- 
mandants herein mentioned within the next sixty days, be enlisted 
into the Maryland Line, and at their option assigned to existing Mary- 
land companies or organized into the new companies hereinbefore 
provided for. 

VII. Major-General Elzey is relieved from the command of the 
Department of Richmond and assigned to the command of the Mary- 
‘ land Line. He will for the present take immediate command of Camp 
Maryland. Col. Bradley T. Johnson will assume command of Camp 
Howard. ‘They will at once proceed to carry out the purpose of these 
orders. 

By order: 

8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


er | 


DER i _ Abst. AND Insp. GENERAL’S 


The following act of Congress is published for the information of 


aT als, 
> ay 


AN ACT to authorize the impressment of meat for the use of the Army, under certain circumstances. 


_ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That whenever the 
President shall declare that the public exigencies render it necessary, impress- 
ments of meat, for the use of the Army, may be made from any supplies that may 
exist in the country, under the express condition that just compensation shall be 
afforded to the owner of the meat taken or impressed, and subject to the fol- 
lowing restrictions and limitations: 

Sec. 2, The power to direct such impressments shall be conferred upon the 
Secretary of War 3 but he shall not reduce the supplies of any person below one- 
half of the quantity usually allowed for the support of himself, his family, and 
dependents for the year. He shall exercise the said power by orders directed to 
the officers or agents he may employ, who shall have explicit instructions as to 
the mode of its execution, and injunctions that the same shall not be abused. 

Sec. 3. That these orders shall direct that a notice shall be given to the owner 
of the meat needed, his bailee or other agent, declaring the quantity required, 
the price offered, the existence of a necessity, and whether possession is to be 
taken of the same immediately, and with whom the risk of the safe-keeping is to 
be, pending the negotiation, and in what manner the compensation shall be set- 
tled, in case the offer is not accepted—service of which notice shall be a condition 
precedent to any impressment or seizure by the impressing officer. 

Sec. 4. That upon the service of this notice upon the owner of any meat liable 
to impressment, the owner shall hold the same subject to the claim of the Con- 
federate States, and shall be entitled to just compensation, according to the pro- 
visions of this act; and if the necessity is declared by the impressing officer to be 
urgent, he shall deliver the possession to the impressing officer upon his demand, 
who shall give a receipt therefor, as provided in the sixth section of this act. 

Sec. 5. That for the ascertainment of the quantity of meat liable to impress- 
ment under this act, and also of just compensation for the same, where the owner 
and the impressing officer cannot agree, the impressing officer shall appoint one 
loyal and disinterested citizen of the county, district or parish, in which the 
meat impressed shall be at the time of impressment, and the owner of the meat 
so impressed, his agent, or other bailee, shall appoint another, who shall, upon 
oath, ascertain the quantity liable to impressment, and the value of the same at 
the date of the notice served upon the party, which oath may be administered by 
the impressing officer, and which ascertainment of the quantity and value shall 
be conclusive evidence thereof; and if the assessors cannot agree, they may asso- 
ciate with them a third person, of like qualifications, to make said assessments. 

Sec. 6. That whenever an impressment shall be made, under this act, it shall be 
the duty of the impressing officer to give an official certificate, showiug the quan- 
tity taken, the company, battalion, regiment or other command, for whose use it 
is required, the compensation to be paid, the circumstances of necessity that 
existed, which certificate shall be evidence of a claim against the Confederate 
States, and shall be promptly paid by the disbursing officer of the command for 
which the meat was taken, or by the chief of the bureau having charge of dis- 
bursements for similar objects. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


I. The necessity for the impressment of meat under the above act 
having arisen, in the opinion of the President, these regulations for 
the exercise of the power of impressment are made, under the author- 
ity of the preceding act of Congress, by the Secretary of War. 

II. The power to make the impressment under this act is conferred 
upon the commanding generals of departments, and of armies in the 
field, to be exercised by officers specially designated by them for that 
purpose, and also upon the chief of the Subsistence Department, and 
such officers of his Bureau as he may select. 

Ill. When any impressment of meat is required, the impressing 
officer will require a statement of the supplies on hand, the number of 
persons to be provided for, the length of time for which the provision 


GENER. FET Lie eee 
Richmond, March 24, 1864. — 
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is made, and will, thereupon, if he shall conclude that there is a cause 
for impressment, proceed to give the notice required by the third sec- 
tion of this act. 

IV. The officer making the impressments will in all cases commence 
by giving a written or printed notice, which shall express all the par- 
ticulars contained in the section aforesaid, and he will take care not 
to impress more of the supplies of any owner than the act of Congress 

ermits. 

# V. If any question should arise as to the quantity of the meat in 
possession of the owner, or whether a reasonable allowance has been 
made under the conditions of this act, or in reference to the rate of 
compensation to be paid, the difference will be settled, according to 
the fifth section of the act. The decisions of the arbitrators appointed 
under this section will be conclusive upon both the impressing officer 
and the owner, and the settlement will be made according to the 
award. . 

VI. A report of all impressments under this act, whether by officers 
in the field or by officers of the Subsistence Department, will be made 
to the chief of the Bureau of Subsistence by the officer making it. 

VII. The attention of officers in the field who may be required to 
make impressments under this act is particularly directed to the con- 
ditions of the sixth section, and they are specially directed to conform 
in all cases to the same. Any deviation from this order will subject 
the officers concerned to punishment. 

VIII. No impressment under this or any other order shall be made 
of milch cows or of the breeding stock of any farm or plantation. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Nee BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 12. Richmond, Va., March 24, 1864. 


The following is prescribed as the form of the bond required in the 
second clause, fourth article, tenth section, of the late military bill, and 
with slight alterations may be adapted to the cases of agricultural 
details: 

THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 

STATE OF ; 
_ Know all men by these presents, That we (name of principal), of County, 
in the said State (name of surety), of County, and (name of surety), of 
- County, in the said State, are held and firmly bound unto the Confederate 
States of America, in the penal sum of (double the estimated value of produce to 
be delivered, in words, not figures) dollars, to be paid to the said Confederate 
States of America; for which payment, well and truly to be made and done, we 
bind ourselves, and each of us, our heirs, executors, and administrators jointly 
and severally, firmly, by these presents. ; 

Sealed with our seals and dated this —— day of 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty- ——. 

Whereas, the above bound (name of principal) has applied for the exemption 
of (himself or name of person exempted) as (‘‘ overseer” or “ agriculturalist,” as 
the case may be), under the fourth article of the tenth section of the act of Con- 
gress, approved 17th February, 1864, entitled ‘‘An act to organize forces to serve 
during the war,” there being upon the farm or plantation of the said (name of 
owner of farm), for which exemption is sought (number in words) able-bodied 
slaves between the ages of sixteen and fifty, within the meaning of said act; 


a Beg application is to be granted upon the satisfactory execution of this 
bond. 


, in the year of our Lord 


ell 


7 


\ Zed offi 9 
iilroad depot, or other station agreed upon), or at such ot 
rected by the Secretary of War, or his duly authorized 
elve months from the date hereof (number in words, not figure 
bacon, or, at the election of the Government, its equivalent in por 


and (nu i 
on foot), to be paid for by the Government at the prices fixed by the commis- 
_ sioners of the State, under the impressment act; and shall sell the marketable 
surplus of provisions and grain now on hand, and which he may raise from year 
to_year while this exemption continues, to the Government or to the families of 
soldiers, at prices not exceeding the prices fixed by the commissioners of the State, 
under the impressment act; and shall in all other respects faithfully conform 
to the requisitions of the said act, under which the said (name of person — 
exempted) is exempted, according to the true intent and meaning thereof (he being 
_ entitled to the commutation therein provided, upon compliance with the terms 
thereof), then this obligation to be void and of no effect, or else to remain in full 
force and virtue. tea 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 


By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 
THOMAS GOLDTHWAITE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[MARCH 24, 1864.—For Watts to Davis, in relation to completion 
- of railroad from Blue Mountain, Ala., to Rome, Ga., see Series I, 
; Vol. LI, Part I, p. 647.] 


> OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, 
Montgomery, Ala., March 25, 1864. 


Lieut. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK, 
Comdg. Department of Mississippi, &c., Demopolis, Ala.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your 
communication of the 24th instant,* but regret that I cannot fully 
agree with you in regard to my duties relative to the supporting force 
placed under my control by the superintendent of conscription. 
Though I have perfect confidence in your disposition to advance the 
wishes of the Government in its every effort to support and recruit 
our armies, yet I cannot but think that the withdrawal from the 
immediate control of the Bureau of Conscription of a force which has 
been found so indispensable for the past six or eight months in the 
enforcement of the conscription laws will prove most detrimental to 
the service. Ascommandant of conscripts for this State Iam charged 
not only with the enforcement of the conscript laws, but with the 
duty of arresting and returning to their commands all stragglers and 
deserters. A large portion of this State is in such a condition that 
the constant presence of an armed force is absolutely necessary to 
secure even respect. In some portions, even with the force at present 
engaged in this service, I am unable to overcome the armed resistance 
presented. In view of these facts, I feel confident it would be impos- 
ing a tax heavier than you contemplate to render me the assistance 
necessary for this service. 


* Not found. 


ber in words, not figures) pounds of net beef (said beef to be delivered — oo 
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I beg leave respectfully to call your attention to the fact that whilst 
Brigadier-General Pillow was charged with these duties, under the 
direction of General Johnston, in the Department of Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi, he was unable to suppress desertion and dis- 
affection by such details as Generals Johnston and Bragg were then 
able to afford him, and that upon repeated applications, approved by 
General Bragg, the Honorable Secretary of War was at last induced 
to allow the organization of a sufficient number of companies which 
you now desire to perform this duty. This power was left discretion- 
ary with Brigadier-General Pillow so far as the number of companies 
was concerned. Under the discretionary power so granted, Brigadier- 
General Pillow raised over twenty companies in this State-as a sup- 
porting force to his system of conscription. When this force was 
organized little less than a reign of terror existed in a large portion 
of Alabama. The operations of this force and the inclemency of the 
past winter have for a time produced comparative quiet and confi- 
dence and greatly reduced the number of deserters and recusants. 
It is reasonable to expect that during this spring and coming summer 
the number of deserters will increase, and an ample supporting force 
will be indispensably necessary. 

Under present regulations the Bureau of Conscription is charged 
with the duty of returning all absentees and deserters from the Army. 
Monthly reports of such are rendered by the various regiments in the 
field to the Bureau of Conscription and the War Department, and 
veteran soldiers in the field look to the Bureau of Conscription to 
return those who have deserted the post of duty. Brigadier-General 
Pillow having been ordered to the field, and the entire control of this 
service having been transferred to Colonel Preston, he directed me 
when in Richmond recently to inspect and report upon the condition of 
the supporting force organized by Brigadier-General Pillow, stating 
that he did not believe that it. would be necessary to retain all that 
Brigadier-General Pillow had organized under discretionary power, 
but that so little was known of the condition and material of which 
these companies were composed that no order could be made relieving 
them until inspected and reported upon. On my arrival at this place, 
on my return from Richmond, Brigadier-General Pillow showed me a 
letter from the Honorable Secretary of War authorizing him to organize 
for field service such companies of the supporting force as Colonel 
Preston should turn over to him, after all parties liable to conserip- 
tion should have been taken out. Brigadier-General Pillow insisted 
that I should at once turn over to him all but seven companies. This 
I was not authorized to do, but believing that Brigadier-General 
Pillow had retained whilst superintendent of conscription more com- 
panies than were actually necessary, and being anxious to contribute 
whatever I could consistently with orders to secure him a command in 
the field, I telegraphed Colonel Preston for authority to turn over at 
once such companies of the supporting force as I did not need. This 
authority was granted by telegram, leaving me, of course, responsible 
for any error that might be committed by turning over too many com- 
panies, or by turning over companies out of which the conscripts had 
not been taken. Under that authority I turned over to Brigadier- 
General Pillow what purported to be thirteen companies out of twenty- 
five reported to me. This is as low as I feel that I could safely reduce 
the force under the power granted me by Colonel Preston, unless he 
were to direct otherwise. I regret that Brigadier-General Pillow 
seems to think that I am not disposed to assist him in obtaining a 
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iy » so kindly made that you will fu 


ence upon your sound judgmen 
yo rnish whatever as ce 
may be required for this service, and thank you most heartily for 
your expressions of confidence made known to Major Thompson in 
his interview and communicated to me by him. <A copy of this corre- 
spondence will be forwarded to Colonel Preston by next mail, asking 
instructions. 

Iam, general, very respectfully and truly, your friend and obedient 
servant, 

H. C. LOCKHART, | 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commandant for Alabama. 


[Marcu 26, 1864.—For Magruder to Smith, inclosing correspondence 
with the Governor of Texas in reference to State troops, see Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 1087. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 26, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 


Str: I have the honor to suggest that in my opinion a plan might 


be adopted which would sensibly lessen the issue of Confederate 


money without doing injustice to the rights of any one. Since I have 
had the command of this army large amounts have been paid to 
citizens for articles consumed or destroyed by the troops, or for 
damages of different kinds. These payments have all been made in 
money, although much of the property paid for was such as the owner 
would probably never have sold, or at any rate not for a long time. 
In the situation in which we are placed it is probably necessary to 
give every inducement we can to the people to sell us what we require, 
and we cannot avoid paying them in the way that they prefer. But 
such need not be the case with reference to such things as wood for 
fuel, taken by the troops. The wood they use is not generally a 
source of income or revenue to the owner, nor in most cases, if it were 
not burned by them, would it be cut for many years. It contributes 
to the value of the real estate, but can hardly be regarded as personalty. 
There is no reason why it should be paid for in money, as the owner 
would be equally well off if paid in bonds or certificates of indebted- 
ness, to constitute the foundation of a claim hereafter. 

I respectfully recommend that this plan be adopted, and that it be 
extended to all claims resting upon the same grounds. When prop- 
erty usually sold in market or in the ordinary business of the owner 
is taken or destroyed there may be some equity in his claim to be 
paid in current money; so in those cases where property is destroyed 
that must be restored, such as fences, houses, &c. But in all other 
cases a great deal of money might be saved by giving bonds or certifi- 
cates. If this cannot be done to the whole amount of the claim, part 
at least might be thus settled. 

As I take it to be desirable to make the issue of the new currency 
as slow as possible, I respectfully suggest that action in this matter 
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be taken at once. In many cases persons have received more for 
wood used by the troops, and which but for such use would now be 
standing, than was originally paid for the land itself. It is evident 
that if all the property of this kind is to be converted into currency 
the volume of it must be greatly augmented. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


[Marcu 26, 1864.—For Davis to Vance, in relation to the business 
of blockade running, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 841. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 28, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter calling my 
attention to the serious inconveniencies resulting from the recent 
legislation of Congress respecting the military courts. * 

T concur fully with your views, and my recommendations for the 
action of Congress were of an opposite tendency and sought to give 
greater facilities for their action and to relieve both the commanding 
general and the President from the burden of reviewing the cases 
decided. I was not consulted in reference to the act passed, and I 
think it very probable some misapprehension existed in consequence 
of an impression prevailing (correctly, I believe) that the President 
considered it incumbent under the Articles of War that the records 
should be reviewed by the commanding general. I will take pleas- 
ure in calling the matter to the notice of Congress at its next session, 
and will endeavor to procure such legislation as will conform to your 
views, and while adding to the efficiency of the military courts yet 
lighten the labors now injudiciously cast on you and other command- 
ers in the field. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[MARCH 28, 1864.—For Smith to Davis, in relation to the intentions 
of Governor Murrah with reference to the Texas troops, see Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 1095. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 29, 1864. 
General R. E. Lien, : 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 
26th instant and to express my obligation for the counsel you sug- 
gest in regard to the use of certificates of indebtedness. My own 
judgment fully approves the policy you recommend, and it was owing 
in some Measure to suggestions and urgency on my part that there 


* See p. 246. 
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this end as possible. No one can be more thoroughly satisfied, or 
perhaps none has better opportunities to feel the necessity of reducing 
our redundant currency and of maintaining it at some fixed reason- — 
able standard. It is very difficult to correct the excesses to which we 
have been incautiously led in the issue of notes circulating as money, 
but I am hopeful, with the perception of the evil that now prevails, 
both with the people and their representatives, there will be a steady 
reduction of the notes issued to the reasonable amount required for 
circulation, and an inflexible determination to maintain the circula- 
tion steady. 

In my opinion almost any sacrifice ought to be made to obtain 
credits requisite to carry on the war rather than to recur to the most 
expensive and mischievous of all modes—the issue of a redundant 
eurrency. To aid I shall endeavor to obtain supplies from abroad, 
and even through our lines by an exchange of our products. Even in 
our own limits I expect to introduce and rely upon to a considerable 
extent a system of barter. I am happy to think in all this I shall 
have, as I infer from your letter, your approval and co-operation. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[MARCH 29, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, in relation to the subject of 
exportation, with copy of general orders for the guidance of the 
army, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 842. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 40. Richmond, March 29, 1864. 


I. The enlistment of deserters is a serious evil in the service. The 
attention of the Army is therefore directed to the Twenty-second 
Article of War, which provides that ‘‘no non-commissioned officer 
or soldier shall enlist himself in any other regiment, troop, or com- 
pany without a regular discharge from the regiment, troop, or com- 
pany in which he last served, on the penalty of being reported a 
deserter and suffering accordingly; and in case any officer shall 
knowingly receive and entertain such non-commissioned officer or 
soldier, or shall not, after his being discovered to be a deserter, 
immediately confine him, and give notice thereof to the corps in which 
he last served, the said officer shall by a court-martial be cashiered.” 

Il. A strict observance of this law, and the arrest and trial of all 
who violate its injunctions, are required. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


~~ 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF Aas V 


His Excellency WILLIAM SMITH, 
on Governor of Virginia: : 

Str: Your letter of the 22d instant,* in regard to the State force in 
the city of Richmond, has been referred to the Conscript Bureau with 
this indorsement: 
’ The men in these militia organizations come, in my j ent, under the 
liabilities to military service declared by the act of the donfederate Congress. 
They are none of them “troops of war” kept by a State in time of war in the 
contemplation of the Constitution. eine ee liable, those capable of active 
service in the field between the ages of eighteen and forty-five must be at once 
conscribed and devoted to the old o izations, either by their own selection or 
by assignment. Those who would belong to the reserve forces, being already 
in organizations similar in a great degree jeg under State authori ty) to 
those contemplated for the reserve, and by their union with others not liable to 
conscription, holding perhaps together a larger local forcé than might otherwise 
collect, need not at once be called into Confederate service, but may be allowed 
to remain as they are until further orders. The claim to them cannot be sur- 
rendered, but the contingencies of the future must determine whether they may 
not be more usefully employed in their present organizations than in new reserve 
companies for Confederate service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RALEIGH, March 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I received the inclosed letter+ from Mr. Boyden to-day. Mr. 
B. resides in Salisbury, but you will see that the letter was written 
from the residence of C. I. Pierson. I have written Mr. B. in reply 
that he misinterpreted my letter in supposing that all persons who had 
sued out writs prior to the orders from your Department of the 10th 
instant were to be put upon the same footing as those who were dis- 
charged at Salisbury. In the latter cases the ordinary return was 
made that the parties were held for military duty. In the cases referred 
to by Mr. Boyden the returns were under the orders of Colonel Mal- 
lett, he having received orders before yours of the 10th instant from 
the Conscript Bureau. Mr. B. states the returns and says that a 
motion will be made to discharge the parties upon the ground of the 
insufficiency of the returns—I presume for the reason that they do 
not correspond with the orders of the 10th. I have explained to Mr. 
B. the whole matter and said to him that I had neither power nor ineli- 
nation to interfere further, and also that I did not believe the general 
would regard any discharge granted in any such ease. How many 
cases there are of this kind I know not. There were some 115 or 120 
of the Salisbury cases. 

I received your last letter. Am I to receive any commission as 
commissioner, or any other instructions than those embraced in the 
order of the 10th of March, 1864? 

Very respectfully, 


THS. BRAGG. 
* Not found. + Omitted. 


3 CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, _ 
eee : Richmond, Va., March 80, 1864. 

 W.N. ESTELLE, Esq., 

* Mobile, Ala.: 


ores Youw find herowith inclosed the orders relative to the sus- 


_ pension of the writ of habeas corpus with the act on that subject.* 

The Department desires that you will undertake the charge of com- 
missioner for carrying into effect the act and orders under it in the 
_ State of Mississippi. The orders sufficiently express the duties you 

have to perform. You are also requested to afford counsel to the 
commander of conscripts and the enrolling officers in cases that may 
arise in which the interposition of that writ may be claimed. 
You are authorized to detail one or more assistants from the class 
between forty-five and fifty, or to designate some gentlemen above 
that age to aid youif the duties become too onerous for your personal 
attention. 
Congress failed to make an appropriation to carry into effect this 

act, but will doubtless do so at its next meeting in May. You will 
_ keep an accurate account of the expenses and send it to this Depart- 
ment previous to the meeting of Congress. A reasonable and proper 
compensation will be allowed to you for the duties you may be required 
to perform. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
z JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Same to J. M. Forbes, Saltville, Va., appointed commissioner for 
_ State of Virginia, and to Alexander R. Boteler, Richmond, Va.) 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 13. Richmond, Va., March 31, 1864. 


Commandants of conscripts will forthwith proceed, in compliance 
with General Orders, No. 33, Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
current series, rapidly to enroll all persons between the ages of seven- 
teen and eighteen and forty-five and fifty years, allowing them until 
the 1st day of May next to join any company for local defense which 
has been formed under General Orders, No. 86, Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, last series, for the war, or any other company for 
local defense which has been accepted into the service and which by 
the terms of its enlistment is liable to service anywhere within the 
State, or to form themselves into voluntary organizations of compa- 
nies, battalions, or regiments, and elect their own company officers in 
conformity with existing law, as provided in the sixth section of the 
act of Congress to organize forces to serve during the war, published 
in General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
current series. Those who do not before the Ist day of May next 


*See General Orders, No. 31, March 10, p. 203, 
17 R R—SERIES IV, VOL Ii 
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volunteer or organize themselves into companies will be formed into 
companies, battalions, and regiments under regulations to be pre- 
scribed therefor. 
By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


C. S. QUARTERMASTER’S DEPT., RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, March 31, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General : 


GENERAL: The necessity of more rapid communication with Wil- 
mington has long been felt, but has failed of accomplishment from a 
want of harmony with the railroad officers. I -am satisfied that we 
can expect no lasting improvement until the three roads between this 
city and that are under one management and worked as one corpora- 
tion. Iam also satisfied that this can never be done if the wishes of 
the present officers are consulted. Three presidents and as many 
superintendents will be sure to find reasons why no good could result 
from such an arrangement. I would therefore recommend that the 
six officers of these roads above named be convened and the wishes 
of Government be unfolded to them, at the same time assuring them 
that the temporary amalgamation was a military necessity and must 
be complied with. The terms should be liberal, as the end, if 
attained, is beyond price. If the Government would take the roads 
with all rolling-stock, shops, machinery, tools, &c., just as they stand, 
and agree to pay an annual interest of 124 per cent. until the war 
closes, and then to replace the roads, &c., in as good condition as 
received, there would be no reasonable objection to turning them 
over to the Government. It is not an object to stickle about terms if 
the companies can be brought to agree to it; and so important do I 
consider the arrangement that I urge it upon your consideration even 
to the extent of an impressment. 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., 
F. W. SIMS, 
Lneutenant-Colonel, &c. 
[Indorsement.] 
APRIL 1, 1864. 

As this proposition involves the exercise of large powers, and may 
involve very heavy expenditures on the part of the Government, it is 
respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War for his sanction. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


: [Marcu 31, 1864.—For Smith and Magruder to Murrah, urging, in 
view of the situation, that every armed man be put into the field, 
and referring to the demoralization caused by the action of the State 
authorites, see Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part II, p. 1103.] 


[MaRcH 31, 1864.—For Polk to Seddon, in relation to the oper- 
ations of the Bureau of Conscription in the Department of Alabama 
Mississippi, and East Louisiana, with indorsements, see Series I Vol. 
XXXII, Part IN, pp. 723-726. ] : 


ney President Davis: 
: Itrust you will pardon the liberty I take in 


ews 


ie 


ur brave soldiers in the field. Nine-tenths of the militia officers of 
_ Georgia are between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and thus, 
_ under Governor Brown’s protection, they will escape all military 
service. The idea of keeping up such a militia organization is sim- 
_ ply absurd. Their commands will consist of boys from sixteen to 
seventeen, and of men between fifty and sixty, who had no voice in 
_ the election of said officers, and who would much prefer men from 
- among theirown number. There are few of the people of Georgia, 
- men and women, who do not, after God, place all their trust in you, 
and confidently look to you to interpose your authority to stop this 
outrageous wrong. All between the ages of seventeen and fifty 
should, as by law they are required to do, immediately take their 
places in the ranks, and particularly these same unpatriotic militia 
officers. Relying on your sense of justice, I trust you will give the 
foregoing lines your attentive perusal. 

With the assurance that you and yours are daily commended to the 
care, protection, and guidance of our Heavenly Parent, and sympa- 
thizing deeply with you in your many cares and perplexities, 

I remain, your obedient servant, 
J. C. MATHER. 


[First indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred, by direction of the President, to the super- 
intendent of the Bureau of Conscription for attention. 
4 BURTON N. HARRISON, 

. : Private Secretary. 
[Second indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Apru 13, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the commandant of Georgia for attention. 
By order of Colonel Preston: 
THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPTION, 
Macon, Ga., April 30, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Major Rowland for attention. 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAMP COOPER, 
Macon, Ga., May 2, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Colonel Browne. as 
The statement made in the extract appended to the within letter is 
no doubt true. Many men between eighteen and forty-five have been 


* Inserted as an inclosure, following. 


attention to the above extract* from the Savannah - Morning = 


a “You here see an act of great injustice about to be perpetrated on 
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elected under the militialaw of Georgia recently, and received com- 
missions from the Governor. No method is known by which such 
men can be properly sent to the field, they being understood to be- 
exempt therefrom by the recent proclamation of Governor Brown, as 
necessary to the militia service of the State. 
For the commandant: 
Rk. 8. LANTER, 
Lieutenant and Acting Adjutant. 


[Fifth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPTION SERVICE, 
Macon, Ga., June 6, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent 
Bureau of Conscription. 

There can be no doubt of the truth of the statement of the within 
letter or of the justice of the writer’s appreciation of the facts. As 
far as I can learn, almost all the militia and civil officers exempted 
by the Governor of Georgia ‘‘as necessary to the State Government” 
are between the ages of eighteen and fifty and fit for field service. 
District and sub-engineer officers have been directed to obtain and 
furnish these headquarters accurate information as to the number of 
officers in their respective districts and counties thus exempt, together 
with their ages and date of appointment or election, which will give 
a precise exhibit of the extent to which these wholesale exemptions 
have affected the effective strength of the Army. 

' WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. 


{Inclosure. } 
THE STATE MILITIA. 


The Legislature at its extra session having transferred all between 
the ages of seventeen and fifty to the Confederate Government, the 
Milledgeville Union says Governor Brown immediately sent a copy of 
the resolutions to the Secretary of War and requested him to permit 
the militia so transferred to volunteer and elect their own officers. 
So soon as the reply of the Secretary of War is received the decision 
will be made public. 

‘‘It is proper here to remark,” says the Union, ‘“‘that the transfer 
of those between seventeen and fifty does not disband the militia 
organization of the State. The newly elected militia officers will 
retain command of the reserved militia between sixteen and seventeen 
and between fifty and sixty, together with such exempts from Con- 
federate service as are not exempts from State militia duty. The 
reserved will remain a complete organization for police purposes and 
for the suppression of servile insurrection or internal troubles in the 
counties of their locality.” 


[Maron 31, 1864.—For Davis to Vance, in relation to affairs in 
North Carolina (military and civil appointments, &c.), see Series J, 
Vol. LI, Part II, p. 844. } 


ft of the orders proposed to be issued by you has been considered — 
the orders are approved. The only question is whether, if they — 


the trade itself and not the orders will come to their knowledge 


posed by the pickets to the persons engaged in the trade, and that 
ose concerned should be facilitated and protected as much as pos- 
ble. The expectation of the Department is to press it to the fullest 


mport trade was excluded from the act of Congress purposely. The 
difficulty of subjecting it to military inspection and regulation has 
_ been discovered by experience, and it was thought that any effort to 
— eontrol it by military authority might be productive of mischief. 
_ Persons bringing imports can be required to report to the custom- 
house, and this, perhaps, will be sufficient.. 
A list of the prohibited articles will be found in the paper inclosed. + 
In ease of the seizure of any articles of the kind, the articles seized 
_ should be sent to a receiving officer or to the marshal of the district. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Apri 1, 1864.—For Lee to Cooper, in relation to disbanding par- 
_ tisan rangers, see Series I, Vol. XX XIII, p. 1252.] 


Z [APRIL 1, 1864.—For Polk to Clark, in relation to the transfer of 
Mississippi State troops to the Confederate service, see Series I, Vol. 
’ XXXII, Part III, p. 730.] 


poeta 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSIST. DEPT., 
OFFICE OF CHIEF COMMISSARY FOR VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, Va., April 1, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir: The plan adopted by Judge Campbell for regulating the export 
of cotton and tobacco through our lines along the Rappahannock and 
Potomac border is to require the bond to be taken and the permits 
indorsed by me to some local officer, who indorses them with the 
length of time for which they can be used. He has so informed 
General Lee, and asked the prohibition of all trade not authorized 
by such permits. On the North Carolina and Tennessee border, 
where a heavy trade is going on, the permits cannot readily be granted 


*See Series I, Vol. LI, Part IT, p. 842. 
+ Not found as an inclosure. 


GT be discovered by the enemy, their attention to the trade we 
ose to carry on might not be awakened. But the probability is _ 


t readily. It is of importance that no obstruction should be 


tent that it may be found practicable. The regulation of the | 
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by the War Department, and I would, therefore, respectfully suggest 
that all permits for trade in those sections be granted by the general 
commanding, who shall require them before being valid to be indorsed 
by the chief commissary of the State or district, or some officer 
specially charged by the chief or district commissary with the contro] 
of that business. On the North Carolina border General Pickett 
could grant the permit, and Maj. R. Tannahill, the chief district 
commissary, should indorse it, and in the Southwest General Breck- 
inridge’s permits should be indorsed by Maj. Joseph Cloyd, the chief 
district commissary. ' 
Agents for railroad companies are now at work in North Carolina 

with permits from General Whiting, exchanging cotton for bacon, 
pound for pound, while our agents are exchanging two and three 
pounds of bacon for one of cotton. The trade should be under the 
control of designated officers, and thus uniformity and regularity 
could be attained and fraud and speculation prevented. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. P. NOLAND, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia. 


{Indorsement.] 
APRIL 4, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

If your judgment approves, will you give the requisite instructions ? 
If not, I should be pleased to have the benefit of your counsels. I 
am inclined to make the modification of requiring the permit from 
the commissary and the approval by the general rather than as 
suggested. 

A Fe 
Secretary. 


Circular list. 


CoLuMBUS, Miss., April 1, 1864. 

The undersigned, commissioners for the State of Mississippi under 
the act of Congress regulating impressments, establish the prices fol- 
lowing, to be paid from this date by the Government until further 
notice, for property impressed or taken for the public use “‘in the 
hands of any person other than the persons who have raised, grown, 
or produced the same, or persons holding the same for their own use 
or consumption,” in the following districts: 

First District: Composed of the counties of Carroll, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Holmes, Issaquena, Kemper, Lowndes, Monroe, Noxubee, 
Oktibbeha, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Yalobusha, and Yazoo. 

Second District: Composed of the counties of Amite, Attala, Boli- 
var, Clarke, Claiborne, Coahoma, Copiah, Franklin, Jasper, Jefferson, 
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Leake, Marion, Neshoba, Newton, Pike, 
Rankin, Scott, Smith, Tunica, Wayne, Wilkinson, Winston, and 
Washington. 

Third District: Composed of the counties of Calhoun, De Soto, Ita- 
wamba, Lafayette, Madison, Marshall, Panola, and Pontotoe. 

Fourth District: Composed of the counties of Adams, Covington, 
Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Hinds, Jackson, J ones, Perry, Simpson 
Tippah, Tishomingo, and Warren. 
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Rates of transportation. 


Hawhing, per hundred... ...<. 2. -geeeeeeee es er ener eee per mile. $ .05 
Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver: 
Rations furnished by the owner.-.-.------------------------ pet day. 7.00 
Rations furnished by the Government----.------------------- do- =. 5.00 
Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver: : 
Rations furnished by the owner...--..-.-.-.-~-.--<--<------- dO2.2e5 10. 00 
Rations furnished by the Government.----.------------------ AO sence 8.00 
Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver: 
Rations furnished by the owner_-_-_.----------- RS ee a AGS xe=- 12.00 
Rations furnished by the Government-_._.-------------------- do..-: 10.00 
Hire of laborer : 
Rations furnished by the owner... ---.-.---<~-.<-------==-=- (GG eee 1.50 
Rations furnished by the Government_-_-.-.-----.------------- des. -- 1.00 
Rations furnished by the Government. -__--..------------ per month__ 25.00 


The foregoing are the maximum prices to be paid wherever pur- 
chased or impressed, the Government paying for transportation. 

The undersigned deem it proper to state that the foregoing are the 
prices at which alone Government agents can, without a violation of 
law, impress private property, and for the information of all con- 
cerned that section of the impressment act which prescribes the pains 
and penalties incurred by a violation of its provisions is hereto 
appended: 

Src. XI, That any commissioned or non-commissioned officer or private who 
shall violate the provisions of this act shall be tried before the military court of 
the corps to which he is attached, on complaint made by the owner or other per- 
sons; and on conviction, if an officer, he shall be cashiered and put into the ranks 


as a private; and if a non-commissioned officer or private, he shall suffer such 
punishment not inconsistent with military law as the court may direct. 


The undersigned can be addressed at Brooksville, Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, Noxubee County, Miss. 
JNO. J. MCRAE, 
G. D. MOORE, 
Commissioners. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., April 2, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. L. POLK, 
Commanding, Demopolis, Ala.: 


GENERAL: The Bureau of Subsistence has a confidential contract 
with Mr. William J. Stoddard, of Alabama, for getting meat from the 
north side of the Tennessee River into our lines. Mr. Stoddard writes 
that he has already a permit for 20,000 pounds of bacon, and says his 
agent thinks he can obtain a large amount provided he (Stoddard) 
can protect a steam-boat to bring it up the Tennessee River, but that 
he has no authority to protect his boat. Mr. Stoddard will be 
instructed to see you and lay his contract before you. I am not pre- 
pared to recommend protection to a boat on the Tennessee unless 
laden with a much larger amount of subsistence or other stores for 
the Government or without ample assurance of the loyalty of the cap- 
tain and parties controlling it. “You will, however, be better prepared 
to judge whether any and what protection should be allowed, and the 
matter is submitted with confidence to your discretion and superior 
knowledge of the circumstances. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


ER HAMILTON, Esq., : 
etn Mobile, Ala.: Mees? 
in the performance of the duties of commissioner under Orders 
_ No. 31 who may not be liable to service in the field. An exempt 
_ from disability or other cause may be detailed, but the Department 


parte — 
~~ 


‘There will be no objection to your detail of any person to assist you ae 


desires that the details shall not exceed the exact necessity for serv-_ 


ice. Several cases of hardship and injustice arising from arrests in 
the Department of Alabama have been reported to this Department, 


and lately a Mrs. Knox was sent to Richmond without any charges 


being sent or cause assigned for such a proceeding. The Department 
expects of you to examine all such persons and that your direction 
to discharge a person under arrest shall be sufficient. If there be a 
reasonable cause for arrest or detention you will perform what is 
required by Orders No. 31. 

There is not the slightest disposition upon the part of this Depart- 
ment to use the power conferred by the act of Congress for the arrest 
of parties except to maintain the efficient execution of the acts of 
Congress for the organization of the Army and to protect the country 
from the invidious operations of the enemy. It desires that a candid 
investigation shall take place in all cases, and that justice be awarded 
to all persons charged with offense in any form. It desires that the 
administration under this law shall be such as to vindicate those who 
made it under the extraordinary circumstances of the time for having 
intrusted the powers it confers with this Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., April 2, 1864. 
Hon. THOMAS BRAGG, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 


Your letter of the 29th ultimo has been received. It is not sup- 
posed any commission is necessary to enable you to perform the duties 
imposed upon you under the letter of appointment already in your 
possession. 

The Department has not issued any instructions other than those 
contained in General Orders, No. 31, of the 10th of March, ultimo. 
It desires that as little obstruction be made to the operations of the 
civil tribunals as is compatible with the execution of the acts of Con- 
gress relative to the organization of the Army. When a case is pre- 
sented in which there is a reasonable claim for relief from the service 
under the law, and when there is a bona fide effort to test the validity 
of the claim, the Department has no desire to prevent the litigation 
of such a claim. Its object is to employ the power given by the act 
to prevent those who desire to evade the service from availing them- 
selves of the crude opinions and injurious efforts of some judges who 
seem to have come to the conclusion that by diminishing the Army 
and obstructing the authority of Congress they are performing a pub- 
lic duty. The Department desires that all cases in which persons 
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have been or may be arrested shall be examined under your direc- 
tions, and that none shall be retained in custody against whom there 
is not a valid cause for arrest and detention. That in the cases in 
which the courts can render adequate security the parties charged 
shall be placed at their disposition and control, and that no person 
shall be retained in the military custody whose conduct has not fairly 
warranted such a detention. These cases are comparatively few, and 
when they are discovered a report should be made of the facts and 
the evidence to the Department as is provided for by General Orders, 
No. 31. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[APRIL 2, 1864.—For Magruder to Murrah, in regard to organizing 
Texas State troops and the enforcement of the conscript law, see 
Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part III, p. 739. | 


[APRIL 2, 1864.—For Magruder to Nichols, in regard to the failure 
of the Governor of Texas to organize the State troops or to execute 
the conscript law, see Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part III, p. 726.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 79. Richmond, April 4, 1864. 
k * * ; * * * * 
XXXII. Col. Robert H. Chilton, senior assistant adjutant-general 
of the Army, is hereby assigned to duty in the Bureau of the Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Department, and will be charged with the 
superintendence of the inspecting branch of that department. This 
assignment to take effect from the 1st instant. 
* * * * * * * 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Lynchburg, April 4, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: There is an impression generally entertained that the 
Honorable Secretary of War has decided that officers of the second- 
class militia organizations who may be between eighteen and forty- 
five years of age are not to be interfered with, but are to be permitted 
to remain at home as militia officers, and that it is only intended that 
the privates between these ages shall be sent off. In a letter to me, 
under date of February 10, 1864, Governor Smith, through his aide- 
de-camp, Colonel French, wrote me as follows: 


Neither officers nor men of the second-class militia, nor of the home guards, if not 
otherwise relieved, are exempted from conscription by reason of being attached 
to such organizations. If between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, they come 
under the provisions of the conscript law, unless exempted in accordance with 
the provisions of the same. 


(0) 

he officer young men. The conduct 
esponding to my calls upon them does not entitle its officer: 

y dispatches will show that on the last occasions whet 
them, the battalion absolutely declined going. Individual _ 
s and men would have done their duty, but in such small num- _ 
rs as not to warrant any organization. I question whether these 
ntlemen between eighteen and forty-five years of age had any right 
in the second-class militia in the first instance, either as officers 
rmen. sae ee 
I wish to call your attention to the fact that this battalion failed to 
go to the assistance of neighboring counties when they wereindanger _ 
_ of raids, because the Governor, it was supposed, could not force them — 
and had not ordered them to go. The undersigned on these occasions 
had called on them to go and had informed them ofthe occasion of 
 thecall. I would state that in August, on my first call, about 250 
responded; on my second call about 100 went, but on my last calls 
(which have been several in number) they have utterly declined, as I 
have stated. 

——- I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 

Brigader-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
Apri 6, 1864. 


ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 


Respectfully forwarded. 


_ [Second indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 20, 1864. . 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
It is presumed the officers of the second-class militia between the 
ages of eighteen and forty-five are not exempt from conscription. 
The law evidently makes no distinction in their favor. 


By order: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(Third indorsement.] 
APRIL 23, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
The Secretary of War allows the Governor to certify the officers 
where exemption is proper for the administration of the State. They 


are not exempt otherwise. 
By order: J. A. CAMPBELL, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Richmond, Va., April 5, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM M. BROWNE, : 
‘ Aide-de-Camp to the President, Richmond, Va.: 
COLONEL: You are hereby assigned temporarily to the duty of 
superintending and directing the conscript service in the State of 
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Georgia, and to this end, after full conference with the superintend- 
ent of the Bureau of Conscription, you will proceed without unneces- — 
sary delay to such point or points in that State as you may deem nec- 
essary for the proper performance of this duty. The Adjutant and 
Inspector General aoe goa wationmt orders. 
ery respectfully and tru ours 
bene = eee JEFF’N DAVIS. 


RicHMoND, April 5, 1564. 
General 8. COOPER, = 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

GENERAL: In a conversation yesterday with the President he ex- 
pressed his regret that the compulsory organization of the reserve 
forces was not in process, the 1st of April being the latest day he was 
willing to allow for volunteering. He wished me to see the necessary 
orders were issued. As this is a matter on which the Honorable Sec- 
retary of War has probably acted heretofore, I simply bring to your 
notice the President’s emphatic expression and wishes. 


Yours, very truly, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


I saw the Secretary on receipt of this letter and invited his atten- 
tion to General Orders, No. 33, of this year. I suggested his sending 
for the chief of Bureau of Conscription in order to impress on him 
vigorous and immediate action, which I have reason to believe he has 
done. On referring to the act above referred to, the Secretary was of 
the impression that the thirty days when volunteering would cease 
would be the 15th of April, which is thirty days after the publication 
of the order. 

Ss. C. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 14. Richmond, Va., April 5, 1864. 

I. Circular No. 13, current series, is hereby revoked. 

II. Commandants will retain out of the reserve classes a sufficient 
number to compose their camp guard and supporting force, and pro- 
ceed as rapidly as possible to organize into companies persons of the 
said reserve class already enrolled. 

III. Commandants will instantly designate proper rendezvous and 
order all persons of the reserve classes to report at such rendezvous 
on the 16th day of April, instant, for the purpose of electing company 
officers and being organized into companies. 

IV. The instant organization of these classes is deemed of the high- 
est importance, and all such persons as do not appear at the rendez- 
vous on the day appointed must be enrolled and assigned at the 
discretion of the commandants. Unless otherwise instructed, com- 
mandants will forward the muster-rolls direct to this Bureau. 

By order of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


lah iain 


a 


GENERAL ORDERS, 
No. 41. 

I. The following schedules of prices for articles named therein, 
adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law, for the State of 
‘Virginia, are announced for the information of all concerned; and 
the special attention of officers and agents of the Government is 
directed thereto: . 


Hon. James A. SEDDON: 


Apst. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, April 6, 1864. 


RicumonpD, March $1, 1864. 


Sir: In reviewing the schedules of prices for April we invited the co-operation 
and aid of Mr. William B. Harrison, and it is just to add that the schedules 
received the unanimous sabe of the commissioners. 

We respectfully offer the accompanying schedules, A and B, with the under- 
standing that the prices are to remain for the month of April, unless in the inter- 
val it should be deemed necessary to modify them. 

_ The following prices are to be the maximum rates to be paid for the articles 
impressed, in all cities and in usual places of sale, and when impressed on the 
farms or elsewhere the same prices are to be paid. : 

Under existing circumstances we have deemed it not only just, but most likely 
to favor increased production, that producers in future should not be required to 
transport their surplus productions when impressed, but that the agents of the 
Government should employ or impress the neighborhood or county wagons and 
teams to haul all such articles, and so divide the work between the owners of 
wagons and teams as to be least prejudicial to those successfully engaged in 
agriculture. 


SCHEDULE A. 


Articles. Quality Description. Quantity. Price. 
Heo NOGhs cer ecasseneeniesien Prime White or red .....-.. Per bushel of 60 pounds.| $5.00 
. DARTS Resse eancerocenecs WING Soe es wanna Per barrel of 196 pounds.| 22.00 
Saree Ore eesecr ces . d .| Superfine ..... ---do ac} = 20.00 
SmaBe CG essescnne .| Extra superfine. --do. -| 26.50 
sans OOreaee a Family ..-...--. Penn (ncoasrsecenacaaran pratt) 
Site Com sees nna Per bushel of 56 pounds. 4.00 
4) Unshelled corn ..-..---.|.--.-d0 .=..--.-|-----dO..------een--e}er=-- (NAR RES Re meen os eee 3.95 
5 | Corn-meéal .....-.-------| Good .......-.|s.-.0-.--- Per bushel of 50 pounds. 4, 20 
6 GScssn-6 Per bushel of 56 pounds. 3. 20 
7 | Cleaned oat .| Per bushel of 82 pounds.| —2..50 
8 | Wheat bran ...-.....-..| Good -.....-..|.----------- .| Per bushel of 17 pounds. -50 
DAP SHOLOR sae rete pegs sel ipa AO) < cicicnmmel een ececnseirinamemmcnniai Per bushel of 22 pounds. -70 
AOrlo BrOWN StMibers. -n—en nem |-25--O0 noone nelamenos sone ansers=— sere Per bushel of 28 pounds. . 90 
11 | Ship stuff........---.--.|.----dO ---.----|--------------+------- Per bushel of 37 pounds. 1,40 
12 | Bacon —.-.--------------|-----do ..-..--.| Hog round......-.-. (Per pounce sane nase 3.00 
13 | Salt pork GO mS ste sass cae =e neteeenn tos arte Ompaemeaaaatcs sessees 2. 60 
14 | Fresh pork t= | Pat and good...) <2 0 wenece--cmmenae Per pound, net weight -. 2.25 
BL Gye ee AUTO t= store iain orasieic was Good Saeqmeeiel sates one ete eee eee Per pound.....--..--..-- 3.00 
16 | Horses and mules .----- First class..-..| Artillery, &c .....-. Average price per head .| 500.00 
el WOO aean recat es Fairor merino} Washed .-.-..--..--. Per pound=- ..-=-~=-c55-2 3.00 
te Sec (reseed Aoneaee eos BASS (OlaTesaaance Unwashed.......--.|.---- Ors soiasaus cacy sicel=s 2. 00 
NOs Peasesco- senses eee ae GOR sen apece| =aeacrbeseatnaseceeeee Per bushel ..-........--- 4.00 
DOs UW DOANS seater ees eee nc Serial Ofrsimlern sina (ae onlate cite ecnietale ciate al wiciesia 6 OS aocreeeesecenns 4.00 
Die PotnwOOe ccc fe = oes aig wre! a are GOpcasn see Trishpec ass ad-aeseielase es OOsnws-hersesea= sca 4.00 
CPs ee Ge ice SSeS Opa cn oaomca GO snaatenens Sweet-wereeseencamalenece Omens Serieee ea cesem oe 5. 00 
23 SOnionses soca sce se ele ees (SERS SR Od Cec nant: arinc a onnemces stare AGiscacaeecssiascsuage< 5. 00 
24 | Dried peaches ....-...-.]----- G0 zeaneeee Peelediscenmtsemsaaca|eca= (i (Ne Aeae eee 8.00 
Balsa ac Omseeee eee sass cemes| crimes DOseeeproses Unpeeled ..-.....--.|..... OOsrecsces sera cease <* 4.50 
26 | Dried apples.-.---.-----|----- GOsens eae Peelodiicsast se nccse och = Ota tee eae nose 5. 00 
27 | Hay, baled ..--..-----.|----- dotienaace Timothy or clover -.| Per 100 pounds ..--.---.-- 3.90 
28) | oan= 3 MOfesseepasctesce == sna dozer Orchard or herd }..... GO siamo niawn's 9M woiewwince 3.90 

grass. 

29 | Hay, unbaled ..-.......|----- COme sacees Bee OM aa eines paces =|so=s' OQ ssess- ces seeen esa 3.00 
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ScHEDULE A—Continued. 


Articles, Quality. 
Sheaf oats, baled ....-.-| Good ....- 
Sheaf oats, unbaled.....|....-do 
Blade fodder, baled -.---.|..-.- a 
Blade fodder, unbaled ..|..-... Go eatceeetasanet arse teaasios 
Shucks, baled ...-....-. 5 
Shucks, unbaled..-.....-|.--.- 
Wheat straw, baled .... 


Bloom iron... 
Smith’s iron ....... 
Railroad iron -..... 


Sent @OnSeaaskcsease nase 
Beef-cattle........- 


Sass GO csearssos vers 
Salt beef..........- z 
WHEOD = cccninessie cos tenoss 
Army woolen cloth, 3-4 

yard. 
Army woolen cloth....- 
Army woolen cloth, 6-4 
yard. 
Army woolen cloth..... 
Flannels, 3-4...---...-.- 
Cotton shirting, 3-4.- 
Cotton shirting, 7-8 -. 
Cotton sheetings, 4-4 . 
Cotton, Osnaburg, 3-4... 


J ATTY SROCS i... sce s asin 
Shoe thread............. 
Wool socks, men’s.....- 
Corntop fodder, baled. - . 
Corntop fodder, unbaled 
Wheat chaff, baled...... 
Wheat chaff, unbaled - -. 
Sorghum molasses....-- 
Pasturage for sheep .... 


Superior.....- 
First rate 


-| Superior-...... 
-| First rate 


| 


Cotton, Osnaburg, 7-8..-! 
Cotton tent cloths .....-. 


Sa d0=>..-<- 


Soe DOS ae 
Seas 16—— ee 
| Superior ...... 
| First rate... .. 


| 
| 
} 


Description. 


“10 ounces per yard..| Per yard -....-..-.....-. 


6 ounces per yard... 
---| 44 yards to pound. 
--| 3¢ yards to pound... 
-| 3 yards to pound... 
6 ounces per yard - 
8 ounces per yard... 


ee Seen Fee ae 
Jasssebcesases eee 


10 ounces per yard..|-.-.. 
Sse os. on) Par 
eeleie steepest ees Per 
mechs omnes Soeneace Per 
Crh het Scodsrrermoss Per 
“Interior ..2.0202.22. 
nes = (i eases ss 
sec (OS Rin dost Sans 


On ce en cece nc cwsnnns 


ae 0-sccdt~ a0), BROW ccs ace te coe cack OF PONNEG a. aoe ee 
ae do: .-.---| New Orleans: ....-:-}: Per gallon... ui. < Seo se san 
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132. 00 


according to its obvious common-sense import. 


a Pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


b On the above enumerated cotton cloths, pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


In assessing the average value of first-class artillery and wagon horses and 
mules at $000, we designed that the term should be accepted and acted upon 


In other words, that they should 


be selected and then impressed accordingly as their working qualities and 
adaptation to army service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a 
judicious purchaser in considering them as coming within the contemplation of 
the commissioners when they assessed the average value of such horses as the 
Government needed at $500. But cases might arise, however, when the public 
exigencies would be so urgent as to demand that all horses at hand should be 


- wagon mules. 


inder ordinary circumstances, when { 
or brood mares of admitted high value are impressed, we respectt: 

t to the Secretary of War to have instructions forwarded to the impressing 
3 to vee and allow the owners to substitute in their stead such strong, 
sound, and serviceable horses or mules as shall be considered and valued by 
competent and disinterested parties as first-class artillery horses or first-class 


The term “ average value per head ” isin contradistinction to a fixed and uniform 


_ price for each horse or mule. We supposed that in impressing a number of horses 


or mules, whether owned by several persons or one individual, that some might 
be estimated at $300 and others at different advanced rates, according to their 
worth, up as high as $700—thus making an average value or price for a number 
of good, sound, and efficient horses or mules $500 each. 

‘In illustration of our views, we will add, that a horse with only one eye sound 
might, in all other respects, be classed as a first-class artillery horse, yet the loss 
of one eye would justly and considerably curtail his value. So a horse from ten 
to eighteen years of age might be deemed in all other particulars as a first-class 
artillery horse, but of course, however efficient or able to render good service for 
a year or so, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his value. 
Any horse, however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery 
horse, must, according to deficiencies, fall below the maximum price; and as few 
comparatively come up to the standard, and therefore are entitled to the maxi- 
mum price, so of course in all other instances the price should be proportionately 
reduced, as imperfections place them below the standard of first class, &c. 


SCHEDULE B.—Hire of labor, teams, wagons, and drivers. 


Labor. Quantity and time. | Price. 
ales all aap LOMO TOVAL Clan <n inil- alam cians ovina alain = = mniewievinsasiewceacce- Per 100 pounds ....... $0. 90 
2 | Shelling and bagging corn; sacks furnished by Government ....| Per 56 pounds ........ - 05 
ee eee Ae ean IR ee calc o iam nm monn (mim nimi wipers mio wmimysin @ m[alminj=jmiais Per cwt. per mile..-.. - 08 
aU || alert bres 29 er 54s on So em AOC Sa EEO TS ASR AeO TORE TC aCe Per bushel per mile. -. 04 
5 | Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by | Per day..........-.--- 10. 00 
owner. : 
6 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government......-. Bavon|secas Om ase ern seetter 5. 00 
7| Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by |---.- Gomera cacee en ness 13.00 
owner. 
8 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government -.-...-..---.|----- CO \crsciex onceme sae =e 6.50 
9 | Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by rae SAE Oe ee 16. 00 
owner. 
10 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government. -........--.|.---- OOehaseceer sama 8. 00 
11 | Hire of laborer; rations furnished by owner do. 2.50 
12 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government 1.50 
13 | Hire of same; rations and clothing furnished by owner ..--..--- 50. 00 
14 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government....--..-.--. 30. 00 
15 | Hire of teamsters; rations furnished by Government..-...-..----- 40. 00 
16 | Hire of laborer; clothing and rations furnished by Government - 300. 00 
17 | Hire of same; clothing and rations furnished by owner-.--.--.--. 550. 00 
18 | Hire of same; rations only furnished by (xovernment..--..------- 400. 00 
19 | Hire of ox carts, team, and driver; rations furnished by owner - 10. 00 
20 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government --...-....-. 5. 00 


Upon further consideration we have concluded to value sheaf oats, hay, and 
blade fodder east of the Blue Ridge Mountains, when baled, at $5.40 per 100 
pounds, and unbaled at $4.50 per 100 pounds, and shucks baled at $3.90 per 100 
pounds, and $3 unbaled. 


REVISION OF THE SCHEDULE OF FEBRUARY AND MARCH LAST. 


Since the adoption of our last schedules for the months of February and March 
the financial bills passed by Congress, taxing the currency, have seriously impaired 
the value of the old issues of Confederate Treasury notes. At this juncture large 
numbers of horses and mules were impressed and paid for in a currency which 
was in a few days thereafter to be taxed 33} per cent. é : 

The Board of State Commissioners having adjourned, and one of its members 
being out of the State, it could not be convened in time to review our schedules 
of prices. Under this state of facts we have re-examined and rearranged our 
tariff of prices, so far as we have been advised of recent impressments, proposing, 
in this mode, to remedy any diminution of valuation which may have resulted 
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from the action of Congress upon the currency. Therefore we assess the average 
value of artillery or wagon horses or mules, impressed since the poeeage of the 
currency bill of the 17th of February last, at $600. This award will entitle each 
person to receive higher compensation accordingly as each horse or mule recently 
impressed may be considered as being a first, second, or third class artillery or 
wagon horse or mule, whether the parties appeal to our Board or not; and the 
impressing agents and officers should forthwith call on all of those persons of 
whom they impressed horses or mules and propose a settlement upon the fore- 
going basis, but allowing to each person only such prices as first, second, and 
third class artillery or wagon horses or mules may be estimated at, assuming our 
average appraisement of $600 as a fair medium valuation. This, then, would 
allow a maximum price of $800, and a minimum price of $400,making $600 the 
average price—thus allowing more for first-class horses or mules and proportion- 
ately less for the inferior, as they may fall below the grade of first class. Pay- 
ment of whatever amount may be awarded to be made in the-old issue of 
Treasury notes as circulated before the 1st of April, or else in the new issue, but 
with a deduction in such cases of 83} per cent. from the additional sum allowed 


in each case. 
E. W. HUBARD, 
ROBERT GIBBONEY, 
WM. B. HARRISON, 
Commissioners for Virginia. 
By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Atl appeals and communications for the Board of Commissioners 
should be addressed to D. 8. Chilton, clerk of the Board of Commis- 
sioners of the State of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 81. ‘ April 6, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


VIII. Col. William M. Browne, aide-de-camp, is temporarily 
assigned to the duty of superintending and directing the conscript 
service in the State of Georgia, and to this end, after full conference 
with the superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription, will proceed 
without unnecessary delay to such point or points in that State as may 
be deemed necessary for the proper performance of this duty. 

* * * * aK * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RALEIGH, April 6 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, mieeane 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Your letter of the 6th [2d] instant was received this morning. 
I infer from it that I am to examine into cases in which parties are 
held for military service, and who claim not to be liable under the 
law. For instance: A man claims to be over forty-five years of age 
has been sent to camp here as a conscript, and claims that he is only 
liable to be enrolled for home defense, being between forty-five and 
fifty years of age. Again: A foreigner has been sent to Camp Holmes 
as a conscript. He claims never to have obtained a domicile here, 


EN eS eee 


= 


ble to military duty 
te and decide such ca “ e 
f I am to investigate cases of the kind, must I delay 
ng are reported to me by the department commander 
rdance with General Orders, No. 31, March 10, 1864? Would it 
be more convenient and save time by requiring such cases to be 
orted to me by the commander of conscripts? The commander 
conscripts showed me a letter to the Conscript Bureau desiring to. 
be informed whether he was to arrest the harborers of deserters, and 


also the answer from the Bureau. It was to the effect that no 
authority of the kind could be given to him, and if made, it must be 
_ at his peril, and must be reported through the Bureau to the general 
- commanding the department. Nothing, perhaps, tends so much to 

_ the encouragement of deserters from the Army as this harboring and 
concealing of deserters when at home, and unless such persons in the 
interior of the State are arrested by subordinate officers with their 


guards, who go in pursuit of deserters, the mischief is likely to con- 


_ tinue. The power is a very delicate one, and I fully appreciate what 


is said in your letter as to the arrest and detention of persons under 
the late act of Congress. A few examples, however, would have a 


_ salutary effect. I think the parties, where there is probable cause, 


should be bound over to the superior courts of their counties to 
answer to the court for the offense, which is now indictable under a 
late act of Assembly. If examined by a commissioner they might be 
required to enter into recognizance before a magistrate or judge for 
their appearance before they are discharged from custody by the 


military officer. 


Excuse these inquiries and suggestions, as I know you are occupied 
incessantly with matters of more importance. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THS. BRAGG. 
4 
CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 15. Richmond, Va., April 7, 1864. 


In pursuance of instructions from the Secretary of War, comman- 
dants of conscripts will grant details until the Ist day of June, 1864, 
to all persons liable to conscription on the 10th day of April instant 
who are certified by the Commissary-General to be in the service of 
his department on the said 10th of April and as necessary thereto. 

By order of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MONTGOMERY, April 7, 1864. 


His Excellency President JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Richmond, Va.: 

The act of last Congress to organize forces to serve during the war 
requires enrollment of persons between seventeen and eighteen and 
between forty-five and fifty at such times and places and under such 
regulations as shall be prescribed by President. Orders No. 33, from 
Adjutant-General Cooper, issued March 15, and received by Lieut. Col. 
H. C. Lockhart on the 29th, prescribes thirty days’ notice from publi- 
cation of order in county or district by enrolling officer. Colonel 


276 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


Lockhart issued his order on the 30th of March. Telegram from 
Colonel Preston of the 5th instant orders rendezvous on the 16th of 
April, stating that War Department construes Order No. 33 to mean 
notice to commence from day of its publication. The construction 
placed on it is absurd. This order is inconsistent with law and with 
order from Adjutant-General. The order cannot be enforced. It is 
impossible to comply with it. The attempt will only do harm—no 
good. Let me hear from you. 
TAO WATTS; 


Governor of Alabama. 


[First indorsement.] 


Secretary of War for remarks. a 


[Second indorsement.] 


. 


Respectfully returned to the President. . 

Governor Watts has misunderstood or been misinformed as to the 
construction of the Department. Ihave considered that companies 
may be at once formed of all men who have been enrolled under the 
General Orders, No. 33; and that to hasten enrolment reserves may 
be appointed at any time within the thirty days allowed by law, but 
that the privilege of entering the reserve organizations will only be 
lost by failure to enroll for thirty days after the publication of the 
order in each district. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
April 7, 1864. 
His Excellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor of Georgia: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter inclosing a reso- 
lution of the General Assembly of Georgia recommending that no 
obstacle be interposed to the conscription under recent laws of the 
Confederate Congress of such persons as have been enrolled under 
the State laws, and desiring that the Secretary of War of the Con- 
federate States be requested to exonerate from any penalties imposed 
by the Confederate law on such persons so enrolled as had failed to 
comply with the called-for enrollment under the Confederate law 
within a specified time. 

While I will not disguise the feelings that even greater satisfaction 
would have been experienced from the cordial approval by your Gen- 
eral Assembly of the wisdom of the Confederate law, yet it is gratify- 
ing to have the evidence afforded by the resolution of the Assembly 
of the spirit of harmonious co-operation and patriotic zeal that ani- 
mated their deliberations. I take pleasure in responding to their 
request, that on reference to the Conseript Bureau, which is charged 
with execution of the Confederate law, I am informed that no meas- 
ures have been taken which as yet have imposed penalties on those 
enrolled under the late law, and that opportunity has been and will 
be afforded all such to report themselves or volunteer before they will 
be subjected to the proscribing penalties. I should add the additional 
pleasure T have found in the assurance that your own original objec- 
tions to the Confederate law will be relinquished in deference to the 
decision of your Assembly, and my hope that a spirit of wise concilia- 


FE 8 ea 


_ His Excellency President Davis: 


arance will always avoid any 60 
etween Confederate and State authori 


eee , JAMES A. SEDDON, 


ATLANTA, April 7, 1864. 


My Dear Sir: As you are aware, I submitted an application to you 


_ in February last for the appointment of brigadier-general to command 
_ a portion of the reserve forces in this State to be organized under the 
late law of Congress. I inclose copies of the indorsements made upon 


the application by yourself and the Secretary of War, by which it will 


_ be seen that the Honorable Secretary of War stated ‘“‘regiments may 
_ be formed by volunteering before the term of enrollment has expired, 
and in case ofa sufficient number of regiments being organized under 


Colonel Gartrell’s influence in that time to constitute a brigade, I see 


; no difficulty in thus making the desired appointment,” &c., and at the 


same time he gave me written authority to raise and organize regi- 


ments by volunteer enlistment. Since that time I have been actively 


engaged in raising volunteer companies, and have a sufficient number 
to constitute two or three regiments. On the 31st ultimo the Secre- 
tary of War dispatched me in the following words: ‘‘ General Cobb 
has been assigned to the command of the reserve forces of Georgia. 
Report to him at Macon.” I did so, and General Cobb has ordered 
me to take all necessary and proper steps to organize regiments as 
rapidly as possible, and at the same time informed me that he had 
written on the 5th instant to the Adjutant-General for full instruc- 
tions, and had recommended my appointment, and earnestly requested 
that my commission be forwarded to me at once. I think you will 
concur with me in the belief that under all the circumstances I have 
been quite successful in getting up volunteers. Governor Brown’s 
message to the Legislature greatly retarded my operations, but since 
the action of the Legislature in turning over all persons between the 
ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty-five and fifty years to the 
Confederate Government has become generally known, volunteering 
in this section of the State has progressed rapidly. I wrote the Sec- 
retary of War yesterday asking him to present my case for your con- 
sideration. Should you honor me with a commission, I pledge an 
honest effort for the faithful discharge of all my duties. 

Hoping for a favorable response, and with renewed assurances of 
my highest regard, 

Iam, very truly, your friend and obedient servant, 
LUCIUS J. GARTRELL. 


[First indorsement.] 
APRIL 15, 1864. 


Secretary of War for attention and advice. ee 


[Second indorsement. ] 
APRIL 20, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Has the letter of General Cobb referred to been received? If so, 
submit with this. 
J. ASR 


Secretary. 


Secretary of War. 


= =" : . 
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[Third indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
April 25, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War, with the letter of 
General Cobb.* 
By order: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


{Inclosure. ] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 
Secretary of War for special attention. 
Colonel Gartrell is personally known to you, and the records of the 
Department will show his services inthe Army. Commending the case 
to kind consideration, it is referred for inquiry ard Sone ee = 


FEBRUARY 22, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the President. 

As I understand the late law (an official copy of which I have been 
as yet unable to obtain), regiments may be formed by volunteering 
before the term of enrollment has expired, and in case of a sufficient 
number of regiments being organized under Colonel Gartrell’s influ- 
ence in that time to constitute a brigade, I see no difficulty in thus 
making the desired appointment, subject to the contingency which 
must attend any future appointment, since it is not the practice of 
the Department to give any previous positive promise. Before the 
brigade is organized it is not consistent with the established usage of 
the Department (even if the power exists) to make any appointment 
of the brigadier to command it. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

I concur in the above. 

J. D. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 7, 1864. 
Hon. JACOB THOMPSON: 
(Care of Governor Charles Clark, Macon, Miss.) 
If your engagements will permit you to accept service abroad for 
the next six months, please come here immediately. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[APRIL 7, 1864.—For Murrah to Magruder (two letters), relative to 
organizing ‘Texas State troops and the enforcement of the conscript 
law, see Series I, Vol. XXXIV, Part III, pp. 747, 748.] 


CRAWFORDVILLE, GA., April 8, 1864. 
Hon. H. V. JOHNSON, 


Sandy Grove, Ga.: 


My DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 6th instant has just reached me, 
and I devote a few leisure moments to you in reply this evening, 


* Not found. 


to 


e you a pretty long tetter day before yesterday, and feel no 
n to prolong the discussion. If after reading that you are — 
of the opinion that the act suspending the writ of habeas corpus 
j rtain cases does not attempt to confer upon the President and 
_ others under him the power to arrest and to hold persons arrested 
: without proper warrant under oath, a power that they could not exer- 
_ cise without it, then it is useless to say more; and after reading that “ 
etter and the order of General Cooper alluded to in it, you are still of — 
the opinion that personal liberty is not jeoparded by it, and that no 
blow is struck by it at the very ‘‘vitals of liberty,” then, indeed, you 
_ would not believe though one were to rise from the dead. So no more 
~ on those points. 
I wish barely to say a few things on some other points. After 
speaking of the commendable tone of the Milledgeville speech you 
say, ‘‘Yet below the surface your antipathy to the President is per- 
ceptible to any one acquainted with your opinions of the man” (under- 
scoring mine), and on this point you say, ‘“‘I think you had as well 
have fully unbottled your wrath; for, after all, you are as well under- 
stood, in the estimation of the country, to be hostile as if you had 
avowed it.” And you go on to say that I will necessarily be classed 
*‘with those whose palpable object it is to organize a party in opposi- 
tion to the Administration,” underscoring all mine; and further on 
you say that my antipathy to Davis has misled my judgment, or I 
have allowed my antipathy to him to mislead my judgment. 
7 For your candor and frankness in all this I sincerely thank you, for 
it is conclusive evidence to me that such are your opinions, and I 
allude to these matters for the sole purpose of correcting an erroneous 
impression on your mind. 
I assure you I have no antipathy to Mr. Davis; nor am I hostile to 
him; and if there is an object or intention or wish with any to organ- 
ize a party in opposition to the Administration, I know nothing of it— 
have heard nothing of it. As to the late movement on the action of 
Georgia upon the subject of the habeas corpus and the resolution 
in relation to the terms upon which peace should be sought, I think I 
know as much as anybody else. If any one is responsible for it, no 
one is more so than myself. It is true that those resolutions were 
not drawn up by me, but they were prepared by Linton after full 
consultation; prepared at his house before he went to Milledgeville. 
And as for Mr. Davis or his Administration, they had but little to do 
with it—nothing in the world except in so far as they fall within the 
scope of the point as stated. They did not rise to the dignity of a 
moment’s serious consideration or thought one way or the other. 
Greater objects by far were then engrossing my attention, and Lin- 
ton’s too, I think. 
As for Mr. Davis, I repeat again I have no feelings of antipathy, 
much less hostility. What opinions you may think I entertain of him 
as you intimate I know not, but I have no hesitancy in stating to you 
freely and frankly, and most confidentially, what my opinions of him 
are.. They are much more akin to suspicion and jealousy than of 
animosity or hate. While I do not and never have regarded him as 
a great man or statesman on a large scale, or a man of any marked 
genius, yet I have regarded him as a man of good intentions, weak 
and vascillating, timid, petulant, peevish, obstinate, but not firm. 


a a 


* Johnson’s letter not found. 
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Am now beginning to doubt his good intentions. I say doubt, for 
after watching him closely I am not satisfied in my own mind, or 
arrived at any conclusion, whether some of his shortcomings are to 
be attributed to weakness or bad purposes. These are my real senti- 
ments, and my reasons for them are these: Since his first elevation to 
power he has changed many of his former State’s rights principles, as in 
case of conscription. His whole policy on the organization and discipline 
of the Army is perfectly consistent with the hypothesis that he is 
aiming at absolute power. Not a word has come from him of military 
usurpation in the orders for martial law by Bragg and Van Dorn on 
the whole system of passports and provost-marshals, which is utterly 
wrong and without authority of law. After all that may be said or 
written by myself and others against these usurpations, not one word 
has escaped Mr. Davis showing his disapproval of them. Again, it is 
well known that the subject of a dictatorship has been mooted, talked 
of, and discussed in private and in the public journals, and that the 
most earnest advocates of such a course, the virtual doing away with 
Congress and the Constitution, have been editors near him—right 
under his nose; editors of journals recognized at the time to be the 
organs of the Administration. Now, it seems to me strange that this 

should be so, and men holding and advocating such sentiments for 
months should hold such near relations to him if such sentiments 

were distasteful to him. These are bad signs to me, yet they are not 
conclusive evidences of bad objects or intentions on his part. They 
leave me in doubt, but certainly awaken my suspicion and watchful 
jealousy. They teach me to be on my guard, and they should, in my 
opinion, put the whole country on their guard. The price of liberty 
is eternal vigilance. But again I assure you I feel no more hostility 
to him than I do to you and great numbers I meet with who see no 

danger in these things. My hostility and wrath (and I have enough 
of it to burst‘ten thousand bottles) is not against him, or any man or 
men, but against the thing—the measures and the policy which I see 

is leading us to despotism. If you can understand and appreciate this 
position and these feelings, then you can understand me; and if you 
cannot, then you do not understand me, and cannot. But I trust you 
do. How you could have got the impression, or entertained the 

thought, that I had an antipathy to Mr. Davis, or was hostile to him, 

is strange and unaccountable tome. You surely have heard me in 

conversation speak of his weakness and imbecility, but certainly with 
no bitterness of feeling, and what I have said on this subject has 
always been more in sorrow than anger. I had no more feeling of 
resentment toward him for these than I had toward the defects and 
infirmities of my poor old blind and deaf dog that you saw when you 
were here. Poor old Ris; he is dead now and gone to his long rest. 

Peace to his ashes and honor to his memory. While I deplore his 
infirmities I certainly have no feeling of unkindness to him. As to 
what you say about the Administration, one word: I hardly know 
what idea you attach to this term as used by you. If you mean the 
Cabinet, then they are sustained by neither the Congress nor country 

and when their recommendations were rejected by Congress, if they 
had had any self-respect they would have resigned their places. If 
you mean the acts and messages of Congress, then I am confident 
not one-tenth of the people of this country approve them. I would 
stake my head upon the issue that not ten districts in the Confederacy 
could be carried in a Congressional election for a candidate running 
on the advocacy of the four leading measures of the last Congress. 


SS 


40 sustain. thom as the settled 


is ery of sustaining the Administration, you ow me to 

1 all due respect to you, is nothing but a stupid, senseless cachin- 
nation. Nobody approves it. I heard that General Cobb, in his 
speech at Milledgeville, said all these acts of Congress were proper, 


_ wise, and just; and yet I do know that General Cobb spoke very 


differently to me of some of them before they were passed. Why 


will men thus degrade themselves by attempting to bamboozle the 
_ people; and how are we to get better laws if bad ones, that all feel 


and know to be bad, are not denounced and true principles proclaimed ? 

I said but little about the tax and currency question in Milledge- 
ville, because money at best, in my estimation, is but trash. Greater — 
and more vital interests were in jeopardy. 

Now I am done with all these matters with you. I wished to put 
myself right with you on certain points. I hope I have done go. 
Hereafter I will write on other matters. I do not know yet when I 
can get tosee you. It still continues to rain, and I cannot get my corn 
in the ground. I must see after that before I can leave home. But 
I must add, in conclusion, that you are, I think, mistaken in suppos- 
ing that the late movement in Georgia was started with any view 
toward the organization of a party against Mr. Davis or his Adminis- 
tration. I knowall about that movement, if allusion is made to Gov- 
ernor Brown’s message. I advised it from stem to stern and approve 
it. I don’t mean the language, but the policy and the course taken, 
and I know I had no such object, thought of none such, nor dreamed 
of anysuch. Itis the proclamation and vindication of great essential 
truths that I desired to see set forth at the right time and on a proper 
occasion. But again enough. 

What I have written to you is with that freedom and frankness I 
always use in writing to one who holds such high place in my esteem, 
and I trust you will so consider it and appreciate it. Let me hear from 
you when you have leisure to write, and as we cannot agree on these 
great questions let us entertain ourselves on other topics. 

Yours, truly, 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, _ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 83. t Richmond, April 9, 1864. 
* * * * a * * 
XXIX. Paragraph VIII, Special Orders, No. 81, current series, is 
hereby revoked, and the appointment of Maj. C. J. Harris as major 
and enrolling officer in the Provisional Army, Confederate States, not 
having been confirmed by the Senate at its last session, and he 
thereby ceasing to be an officer, Col. William M. Browne, aide-de- 
camp, is temporarily assigned to the duty of commandant of con- 
scripts for the State of Georgia, and will forthwith proceed to assume 
the duties thereof under instructions from the Bureau of Conscription. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: ; 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[APRIL 10, 1864.—For Forrest to Polk, in relation to raising troops 
in West Tennessee, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part HI, p. 7 69. | 
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OFFICE CHIEF INSPECTOR FIELD TRANSPORTATION, af 


. Brandon, Miss., April 11, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Richmond, Va.: 

Under the late act of Confederate Congress the Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to issue permits to persons to trade beyond 
our lines. Ihave been residing at this point—the western termina- 
tion of the railroads—and from a long residence at Vicksburg and 
familiar acquaintance with the people and localities I have good 
opportunities to judge of men and things and accomplishing results. 
Many articles are needed in my department (field transportation) 
which it is impossible to procure in the country, and can only be 
obtained from beyond our lines. I am satisfied that when Yankee 
troops and officers being removed from the Mississippi River to 
Tennessee and Virginia leave, that a large amount.of supplies can be 
landed at such point on the river as to be removed.easily within our 
lines and used by our Government. Understand me. I have nothing 
to say as to policy of the Government, supposing it indicated by 
passage of the act of Congress. There are a number of persons in 
and about the Yankee lines (Confederates who have taken the oath) 
whose integrity is undoubted, and whose feelings are with the Con- 
federates, if not their political principles (bad thing swearing), who 
I am satisfied can collude with Yankee officers that will be left, and 
can have anything they wish delivered, if necessary under the French 
flag, either on the Yazoo River or some other interior stream, and 
removed. There is in the Yankee lines a perfect mania for trading 
in cotton, even going so far as to control their military operations, 
covered under the pretense of getting out negro men, mules, and sup- 
plies of food—in truth, gotten up and being controlled by cotton 
traders, dividing the profits with superior officers. Witness the late 
raid into the Yazoo River, and the return to Yazoo City of a steamer 
for cotton under the French flag; the raid at same date sent into lower 
part of Hinds County with a military force, Government wagons and 
teams, to procure cotton where they had previously destroyed all 
the supplies and taken off the negroes; also the raid into Ouachita 
and Red River, and the continual trading around Natchez, in all 
cases the marks being cut off the Government cotton and proceeds 
divided with any woman or man who points it out and makes the 
outside arrangement, avowedly for the purpose of defrauding their 
own Government by using for private gain Confederate cotton cap- 
tured, and to which the United States Government would be entitled. 
If necessary the arrangement might be made in the name of citizens 
of France. The Government yet owns a large amount of cotton west 
of Pearl River, on the entire front from Lake Maurepas to the Ten- 
nessee line. This cotton is being hourly stolen and carried to the 
Yankee lines, and the whole military force of the Confederate States 
could not stop it. The Government has not and cannot procure trans- 
portation to move it. As it stands, the whole population is being 
demoralized, socially, morally, and politically, and the whole social 
fabric is being destroyed and demoralized, and the country is becom- 
ing filled with speculators, deserters, and conscripts—overrun by our 
own troops and the Yankees. Ladies residing in this region, eminent 
for wealth, respectability, intelligence, and beauty, make nothing of 
taking Government cotton without authority and traveling in the 
night to the enemy’s lines, as they assert, bribing both pickets, and 
in return bringing out whisky, calico, and coffee, and have it sold ata 


do so during the war. Under the above state of facts it is important 
that the Government should act promptly on the cotton and trading — 
_ question, and also on the passport question. Sees 
Not being known to Mr. Memminger, I address this to you, and if 
upon consultation itis deemed advisable to procure mules, cast-steel, 
shoe thread, trace chains, &c., and numerous other articles, by 
exchange for this cotton, I think I can accomplish it. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
A, M. PAXTON. 


[First indorsement.] 


APRIL 27, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Ruffin, Commissary 
Department. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement.] 


. 
BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, April 29, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

The narration of the within writer discloses nothing new tome. I 
have heard it all before, and more than once. Part of it has been 
caused by the Federal occupancy of the territory in question; but 
much of it was to have been anticipated as the inevitable result of 
the Government policy and of Mr. Memminger’s administration. 
Until both are changed I can see nothing better in the future than 
is presented by the past. Suppose the Government, as advised by 
Mr. Paxton, shall now become a party to these transactions, which 
once it might have directed, if not controlled, it will be necessary to 
get the cotton from Mr. Memminger. Can that be done? About the 
20th January last I heard that there were 3,000 bales of cotton, more 
or less, at Tuscaloosa in bad condition, with ropes burst and bagging 
rotted, preyed upon by thieves and eaten by cows. I wanted at least 
a part of that cotton for an important contract. I applied for it to 
Mr. Memminger through Colonel Northrop. Mr. Memminger replied 
that he could not spare it; he wanted it himself; so I had to instruct 
my agent to buy cotton for his purposes. He has lately applied for 
funds for that purpose and I have none tosend him. Under the state 
of facts evidenced by this and other similar cases I see no chance of 
getting the cotton except upon a change of policy. If the policy shall 
be changed, then I presume the trade will be carried on under Mr. 
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Memminger’s regulations, in which event I respectfully submit that 
all that I can do will be, under the orders of the Commissary-General 
of Subsistence and the Honorable Secretary of War, to present just 
estimates for supplies for the wants of the Army as it may be deter- 
mined to furnish from that quarter. But should the regulations be 
abolished or properly modified and the cotton put at my disposal, 
then under the orders of the Secretary of War I think I could obtain 
large supplies upon the basis indicated in Mr. Paxton’s letter. 
FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va.- April 11, 1864. 
Hon. THOMAS BRAGG, . 
Raleigh, N. C.: 

Your letter of the 6th instant has been received. The decision of 
questions under the conscription act in reference to the liability of 
parties to serve under the act, under Orders No. 26, is to be made 
by the enrolling officer. An appeal can be taken from his decision to 
the commander of conscripts, and from his decision an appeal can be 
taken to the Bureau of Conscription, and finally to this Department. 
There was no intention on the part of this Department that you 
should be burdened with the performance of the duty of deciding 
such questions. The officers, in case of doubt or difficulty, have been 
authorized to take counsel from you, but the instructions of the 
Bureau and the orders of the Department are full and precise, and it 
was not anticipated that any occasion would arise in the ordinary 
business of that department. They should refer cases to the Bureau 
if necessary. These cases have no connection with the act to sus- 
pend the writ of habeas corpus. Congress passed an act relative to 
the harboring of deserters. The act will be found in Orders No. 29. 
It provides that if any person shall procure or entice a soldier to 
desert, or shall aid or assist any deserter from the Army or any per- 
son enrolled for service to evade their proper commanders or to pre- 
vent their arrest to be returned to the service, or shall knowingly 
conceal or harbor such deserter, or shall purchase from any soldier 
or person enrolled for service any portion of his army equipments, 
rations, or clothing, or any property of the Confederate States or of 
any officer or soldier, upon conviction before the district court of the 
Confederate States having jurisdiction of the offense, he shall be 
fined not exceeding $1,000 and be imprisoned not exceeding two years. 
All cases arising under this act should be turned over to the judicial 
tribunals whenever the facts warrant that course. There is no par- 
ticular occasion for any interruption of the course of these tribunals 
in ordinary cases. If the prosecution of such cases under the act of 
the Legislature of North Carolina would be as efficient and conven- 
ient a mode of redress, no objection is perceived to a resort to the State 
courts. The committing magistrates of the State are empowered to 
act under the laws of the Confederacy for the same purpose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


’ ; ; 
: Ss ry of War: ms 
R Str: The people of this county are already suffering much 
corn, and unless something can be done to supply them the condi-— 
m of things by the middle of May must be painful in the extreme. 
is is no pretense set up to accomplish a purpose, but is sober and 
entable reality. The county court has appointed two agents, viz, 
r. N. H. Hancock and Mr. T. H. Trent, with instructions to make 
mmediate and earnest efforts to procure and send on corn for the use — 
the families of the soldiers. This will probably be handed you by 
_ Mr. Trent, who will explain more fully the condition of our people — 
and the views of the court. If the Confederate Government can 
_ directly or indirectly aid them in their undertaking it will perform a — 
- most laudable and meritorious service. It has been thought that by 
_ releasing for a short time a portion of the cars appropriated to the 
Government use it might effect the end desired. Of course I do not 
_ know the state of the Government supplies, and much must depend 
-onthat. But I beg leave again, in conclusion, earnestly to bespeak 
whatever aid can possibly and properly be rendered. The need, 
indeed, is urgent. 
I remain, very truly, &c., 


TH. 8. BOCOCK. 


[APRIL 11, 1864.—For Vance to Seddon, recommending suspension 
of conscript law in the mountain counties of North Carolina, see 
Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 324. ] 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
: No. 85. if Richmond, April 12, 1864. 
4 * * * * * ae * 
: XXV. Col. W. M. Browne, aide-de-camp, assigned to duty as com- 
mandant of conscripts for the State of Georgia, is empowered to relieve 
F from conscript service in Georgia, subject to approval by the super- 


intendent of Bureau of Conscription, such officers as he may deem 
‘ incompetent or unnecessary to the service, promptly reporting his 
action, with the reasons therefor, to the Bureau of Conscription. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 12, 1864. 
Maj. B. P. NOLAND, tee 

Chief Commassary of Subsistence for Virginia, Richmond: 
Magsor: I beg leave to suggest to you, as the officer charged with 
the management of the system of exchange and barter for provisions, 
some considerations which I think may be found useful, and which 
may probably have occurred to your own mind. Whatever vigilance 
may be used by the military authorities, it will be found difficult to 


} 
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prevent the prohibited traffic in cotton, tobacco, &c., where the induce- 
ment to engage in it is sogreat. It has been reported to me that con- 
siderable quantities of tobacco have passed through Gordonsville 
consigned to persons residing within our lines, but who are so situ- 
ated that they can easily take the tobacco beyond them. On Thurs- 
day last seventeen boxes reached Gordonsville en route to Liberty 
Mills, consigned to the postmaster at the latter place. A large quan- 
tity had been sent thither previously, and though the owners avowed 
that it was to be used or sold there, it was manifest that the supply 
exceeded any lawful demand in so small a place. It is also reported 
that tobacco is frequently sent to Madison Court-House in large quan- 
tities, the shipments being made from Richmond, Charlottesville, and 
Lynchburg. While there is no doubt of the illegal purpose of the own- 
ers, it is almost impossible to prove it, and the only provision that can 
be made to prevent the abuse with any hope of success is to require 
that no shipments of the prohibited articles shall be made by rail or 
otherwise from any point without a permit from proper authority, 
unless the destination of the article be such as to preclude the possi- 
bility of its being taken out of the lines. The permit should contain 
the names of the real owner, of the carrier, and of the place of desti- 
nation, as well as of the route to be pursued, and the goods should be 
declared subject to seizure if found on a different route, in other 
hands than those of the parties named in the permit, or going toward 
a different destination. By this means it can be ascertained whether 
more of the articles are being taken to a particular place or by a par- 
ticular person than is consistent with a lawful use of them, and there 
will be some restriction upon the trade. All the prohibited commodi- 
ties found in transitu without a permit should be seized. 

In this connection I would also call your attention to the difficulties 
that attend the lawful trade. As the great object is to obtain sup- 
plies and prevent the staples mentioned in the law from being exported 
except in exchange for them, it would seem that the strongest induce- 
ments should be held out to persons who wish to procure cotton, 
tobacco, &c., to bring in the supplies. This end can best be obtained 
by withholding the tobacco, &c., and the permit to take it out until 
the supplies shall be first delivered. It is manifest that a bond to 
perform the contract will not suffice. What we want is a strong 
inducement to the party contracting to exert all his efforts to get the 
supplies to us, and the chief inducement to make such efforts is taken 
away when he receives the commodities he desires with a permit to 
take them out. If he succeeds in getting them to the enemy’s coun- 
try, he sells them at a large profit, and then he will find it much 
easier and safer to pay his forfeited bonds than to incur the labor, 
hazard, and expense of bringing in the supplies in return. 

If it be answered that the contractor cannot buy the provisions 
unless he be allowed to take out and sell the tobacco, &e., I think that 
it would be better not to employ him unless he has means adequate to 
perform his contracts. This is a precaution always insisted upon in 
awarding contracts of this kind; and if adequate assurance be given 
that upon the delivery of the supplies at a designated place the com- 
pensation in tobacco and cotton, &¢., together with permission to 
remove them, will be forthcoming, the contract itself will be a basis of 
credit which will enable the contractor to raise the means required to 
purchase supplies. Indeed, I think that unless this course be pursued 
the result will be that, either from dishonest purposes or from actual 
inability to bring the provisions within our lines, which ig practically 


turn but paym While this pa) 
ment will prevent pecuniary loss to the Government, it effectually 
defeats the object of the system which it is desired to inaugurate. T 
would suggest that the safest plan, and one that can be carried out 
with least difficulty and liability to abuse, would be to offer the arti- 
cles referred to—cotton and tobacco, &e.—with permission to remove 
_them, to any person who will deliver provisions at a price to be agreed. 
upon. A limit might be put upon the amount of provisions to be fur-_ 
nished in exchange by individuals to prevent too great a multiplica- 
tion of permits. For instance, no exchange might be entered into 
_ with any individual for less than 500 pounds or any other quantity. 
Persons desiring to take these contracts would find means, either by 
purchase from our own citizens or by bringing the provisions from 
abroad, to obtain enough to exchange for cotton, tobacco, &¢., and the 
-Government would be relieved from the risk of transportation. I 
think it will be found if proper agents be sent to suitable localities 
with authority to contract to deliver the staple articles, with permits 
to those who will give provisions for them, much would be obtained 
from our own citizens that cannot now be reached by purchase or 
impressment. Those who sell on such terms can readily procure what 
they require for their own use or even additional supplies to continue 
the traffic. Larger numbers would become interested in bringing in 
supplies, they would come in smaller quantities to each man, and be 
less liable to seizure. At the same time it would encourage our peo- _ 
ple to produce more, as it would afford them a profitable market. I 
have deemed it proper to make these suggestions in order that the 
system may have as full a trial as possible and in the hope that it 
may afford us considerable relief. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 

[First indorsement.] 


OFFICE CHIEF COM. OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, April 15, 1864. 
Respectfully referred through the Commissary-General to the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War for his consideration, and with the sugges- 
tion that formal regulations in regard to overland commerce be 
adopted, or at least that all Confederate officers be charged with the 
duty of preventing (under the fourth section of the law) the unlawful 
transportation of the prohibited articles. Undoubtedly very large 
quantities of these articles are being now forwarded to the border by 
parties who have not even proposed to operate for the Government, 
and doubtless with the view of an illegal traffic. If the Government 
can keep the control of this trade, and thus make the demand for 
these necessary articles entirely tributary to army supplies, a very 
large amount of meat will undoubtedly be secured. 
B. P. NOLAND, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia. 
[Second indorsement. | 
APRIL 15, 1864, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
A general order regulating or prohibiting the transfer of tobacco, 
&c., to points contiguous to the enemy’s lines without permit had 
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better be framed, had it not? If you concur, will you draft such a 
one as you deem appropriate and consistent with this law? var 


RicHMoOND, April 12, 1864, 
Maj. R. P. WALLER, , 
Quartermaster, Nassau, New Providence: 

Str: Inclosed is a list* of all the shipments of cotton made to Nas- 
sau since the commencement of your operations at that place, and on 
which Mr. Heyliger was authorized to draw for your benefit. Recently 
they have not been large, some of the cotton shipped on account of 
this department having gone direct to Liverpool. What they will be 
in future it is impossible to tell, as the recent legislation of Congress 
and the regulations announced by the War and Treasury Departments 
in execution thereof have yet to be tested. This and other uncertain- 
ties of a similar character have prevented this department giving you 
any definite response to your repeated inquiries respecting the stabil- 
ity of your position at Nassau and your prospect for funds. Nor is 
it practicable for me to say now how long the services of a purchasing 
agent may be required at Nassau or to what extent and in what 
manner the funds he may require will be provided. I can only state 
that as you are now there, and in your past transactions have made 
your purchases and shipments in a manner satisfactory to the depart- 
ment, you will be expected to remain as long as the presence of any 
officer may be deemed necessary at Nassau, and, moreover, that no 
effort will be spared to meet your expenditures. Nassau, it is true, 
was resorted to in the first instance to relieve the pressing demands 
of the winter now closed; but so many supplies have been attracted 
to that point, from which they can be promptly drawn and at prices 
but little in excess of European rates, that the prospect is it will con- 
tinue to be availed of. 

Ihave just written to Mr. Heyliger to see if he has ever received a 
report of sales of cotton from Fraser, Trenholm & Co. It has been 
drawn for at an average of £25 per bale, which appears low. I hope 
there may be a surplus available for you in the future. Your last 
report shows an indebtedness of several thousand pounds sterling. 
Still I must look to you to continue your purchases as best you can. 
It occurs to me that you can operate to advantage in this way: It is 
understood that vessels that bring in supplies under contract for the 
Government will be allowed to carry out cotton delivered in payment, 
dependent on the restrictions recently imposed. Such cotton has 
been expended heretofore at the rate of 10d per pound in exchange 
for supplies taken at prime cost, with 75 per cent. added for profit and 
risk and freight from Bermuda or Nassau at the rate of £25 per ton. 
To facilitate purchases you might assume the risk and take the sup- 
plies at a fair market price, and freight payable, as stated, at Wilming- 
ton. In every such transaction you must make a special report and 
furnish the party with a certificate showing the amount of cotton due 
in payment for each shipment. On presentation of that at this office 
I will provide for the delivery of the cotton at Wilmington. 

You will suspend for the present the shipment, or rather purchase, 
of blankets, and forward as largely as you can shoes and woolen 
cloths, taking care to secure a good article of each. Shoes especially 


* Accidentally omitted ; see letter of April 28, p. 351. 


A h 


months will be heavy. You are authorized to purchas 
t you may be able these necessary articles in advance 
f cotton or funds. You may rely upon receiving one o 


A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


. 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, oe 
| FourtTH DIsTRICT VIRGINIA, 
pe Dublin, April 12, 1864. 
~ Maj. B. P. NOLAND, 

Be, Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia, Richmond: 
zx MaJor: Yours of the 7th reached me yesterday. In accordance 
with last paragraph I immediately telegraphed Captains Wade, Shields, 
and Venable to hold all breadstuffs and bacon now on hand, collect 
as rapidly as possible, and hold subject to my order, and to inform 
me at once the stock on hand. I inclose their replies, which please 
return me. In yours of April 1 you informed me that ‘‘Major King 
will be directed to turn over to you all subsistence under his control 
except at his depot, and confine himself hereafter to issuing to troops 
supplies received from your department, at the post commissaries.” 
Mr. Glendy, my principal cattle agent, has just returned from 
~ Monroe and reports that there are parties purchasing cattle there for 
' Mr. Ludington, who purports to be the agent for Major King (and I 
have no doubt is), under the authority of Major-General Breckinridge. 
o™. Glendy says there are some 425 head of cattle held over by Major 
~~ King from last year, and some six men employed to attend to them, 
' as he was informed, and these men are also engaged purchasing for 
Mr. Ludington, the agent of Major King. He has purchased about 
400: poor cattle, agreeing to pay for them the maximum of the old 
schedule, in some cases paying 30 cents, paying no attention to the 
scale of prices. I have engaged the services of a valuable man in 
Monroe, as agent of that county. I hope he will not be interfered 
with. My agents can purchase the entire stock of the district in a few 
weeks if started out at unlimited prices. The question is, major, has 
Major King, with or without the authority of General Breckinridge or 
myself, the management of purchases of stock in this district? He 
cannot put it on the ground of an urgent necessity, because if such 
really did exist the stock now being purchased cannot be ready for 
» slaughter before August—should not be before October. Some months 
ago a question was submitted to you from the Commissary-General 
which you referred to me, if King was paying too much for grazing. 
The question I believe was submitted by King himself. I saw then 
that he was but paving the way for this operation, which is but the 
renewal of last year’s business, and then felt confident that Luding- 
ton, the contractor of last year, would. again be engaged in the busi- 
ness. I have seen to-day a copy of the Richmond Enquirer, which 
contains the new schedule, showing an advance in price. ‘These pur- 
chases were made under the schedule of $16, $18, and $20. I am very 
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much in want of impressment powers for my agents. I am in hopes 
they will be here by to-day’s mail. Every day’s delay will be felt. 
The details have not yet reached me or my agents. Some of the last — 
detail I am in hopes will not be renewed after June, if it is possible 
to secure competent men in their place. : 

I have seen General Breckinridge on the subject of Major King’s 
purchasing through Ludington. He says he authorized it and has 
asked for the permission from Richmond. He desires, he says, to. 
secure for his department provisions which will not be forwarded to 
other commands. He is simply looking out for his own-troops by 
making purchases through his own commissary and agents. I inclose 
Captain Wade’s requisition for funds, approved. I have none as 
yet, though I have received notice of a small amount, $50,000 being 
transferred to me. mee 


Very respectfully 
JOSEPH CLOYD, * 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Fourth District. 


[ First indorsement.] 


OFFICE CHIEF COM. OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, April 15, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Subsistence, 
with request that orders be sent to Major King to turn over all cattle 
and other articles of subsistence in his hands except amount at his 
depot, not exceeding thirty days’ supply for General Breckinridge’s 
command, to Major Cloyd, chief commissary Fourth District. 
B. P. NOLAND, 
Major and Chief Commissary for Virginia. 


[Second indorsement. | 
APRIL 28, 1864. 
Captain RIELY: 

The Adjutant and Inspector General thinks this matter has been” 
already settled by the Secretary of War, to whom the question pre- 
sented on other papers was referred. 

Hee ©: 

File. 


[Inclosure.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
' SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, April 15, 1868. 

Str: It is determined to establish as soon as possible a thorough 
system in the collection of supplies that can be inaugurated at an 
early day, by which competition between the commissaries and agents 
of this Bureau and the army commissaries and all other Government 
agents will be entirely prevented. This system, briefly shadowed 
forth, is as follows: 

A chief purchasing commissary of this Bureau will be selected for 
each State in the Confederacy, who will divide his State into districts 
(say some four or five, with a chief purchasing commissary or agent 
selected for each district, whose duties shall correspond in his district 
with the duties of the chief commissary in the State, these districts 
to be subdivided and sub-commissaries or agents selected for each 
subdivision) who will control and direct all purchases and business 
done by these district commissaries or agents and through them their 


{ district con 
he chief State commissary to reau for ap 
sub-agents or commissaries shall be nominated by the 
icU Commissaries or agents to the chief State commissar: 


point, because, as far as possible, commissaries or agents already 


vin 

competent persons in every respect, thoroughly active and energetic 
_ and sufficiently numerous to obtain every pound of surplus supplies 
in the State. But it must not be forgotten that the fewest number 
_ eapable of accomplishing the desired object is greatly preferable for 
many reasons. In all new appointments commissions will not be 

issued, but the appointment will be that of agents. : 
You have been selected as the chief commissary for the State of 
3 , and will proceed at once to inaugurate the above system 
‘gradually, but with as much energy and dispatch as is at all com- 
patible withits harmonious accomplishment. You will at once forward 
a copy of this circular to all the commissaries and agents of this 
Bureau in your State, and obtain from them immediately all the 
information necessary to enable you properly to divide your State into 
districts, and make your nominations for chief district commissaries 
and agents, and report the same to this Bureau as soon as practi- 
eable. You will also require from the said commissaries and agents 
of this Bureau in your State (a list of which commissaries with their 
respective posts is herein inclosed—the address of the agents you 
can obtain from these commissaries) full reports of their present and 
contemplated operations, the prices they are pdying, quantity, and 
description of the supplies being obtained, and the promise for the 
future. As soon as you can get this system inaugurated you will 
require from each chief district commissary or agent (who will require 
the same from their sub-commissaries and agents) a report of supplies 
on hand every ten days, with probable future accumulations and 
issues. These reports when received (and they must be required by 
you promptly, beginning on the last day of the earliest calendar 
month at which circumstances will permit you to require them) you 
will consolidate and send to Maj. S. B. French, commissary of sub- 
sistence, Richmond, Va., with the utmost dispatch. You will also 
report the places in your State deemed by you most suitable for main 
depots, or rather reservoirs, to and from which supplies may be best 
collected and distributed. It may be well also to have auxiliary 
depots to these reservoirs, both in the collection and distribution. 
These selections must be made with due regard both to safety of posi: 
tion and convenience in relation to transportation. It must ever be 
remembered that transportation should be husbanded in every man- 
ner possible, and therefore that under no circumstances which care, 
' prudenee, and foresight can provide against must supplies be twice 
transported over the same road, nor any article of subsistence trans- 
ported in opposing directions. When this system is thoroughly 
organized and worked there will be no portion of the Confederacy 
which is not thoroughly drained, and therefore wherever our armies 
move all thesupplies of our country will be tributary to their use; and 
then application will be made to prevent army commissaries from com- 
peting with this Bureau’s commissaries or agents, and the chief com- 
missary of each army directed to supply his wants by application to 


nt upon the approval of this Bureau. This latter clause, 4 
vever, will apply literally only to the new commissaries or agents 
ich it may be found necessary, in the working of this system, to _ 


service must be continued. The commissaries and agents must be 
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such chief State commissary of this Bureau as may be indica a 
Commissary-General, giving notice of requirements ahead of his actual 
wants and the points at which his supplies will be needed. And 
whenever the commissaries in one State or district need supplies 
which cannot be obtained in their State or district, they will draw 
them from the most convenient commissaries or agents from points 
in other States or districts. It may very frequently occur that some 
articles of subsistence ought not to be purchased in some States or 
districts because of very high prices. Whenever this occurs the 
rule will prevail. : 
Tt is eos to give in a circular all the detailed directions 
which might be desired; much must of necessity be left to your dis- 
cretion and judgment, but enough has been said to let you under- 
stand the system that is to be inaugurated, and great reliance is 
placed upon your judgment and energy in establishing it at an early 
day. 
Very respectfully, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, C. S. Army. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Apri 13, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I beg leave again to call your attention most earnestly to the - 
discrimination against this branch of the public service in the matter 
of furnishing funds. It has become my duty on several occasions 
before to refer to the effect of making so many requisitions for funds 
‘“special,” and to the fact that the Quartermaster’s Department was 
not furnished by the Treasury at all in the proportions contemplated 
by the appropriations made by Congress. As all public funds were 
turned in by disbursing officers previous to 1st of April, the warrants 
signed since that date afford a prompt illustration of this continued 
injustice. The appropriations to this department alone amount to a 
larger sum than all the other bureaus of the War Department com- 
bined, and it is but fair to ask that at least one-half of the warrants — 
signed should be in its favor; otherwise Congress has misconceived 
its duties in so apportioning the appropriations. I am informed that 
the warrants signed at the Treasury for the bureaus of the War 
Department from the Ist to the 12th of April, inclusive, amount to 
$5,144,575, of which only the sum of $410,000 were for this depart- 
ment, though the sum of $13,460,000 had been requested. I am 
unable to perform the duties assigned me or to keep in operation the 
immense machinery of this department if this discrimination is per- 
sisted in. I respectfully ask that the Secretary of the Treasury be — 
requested (when all amounts required cannot be furnished) to sign 
the warrants for each bureau within the month in proportion to the 
appropriations made by Congress. 

‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
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y of the Treasury, and, besides, have an ¢ 
view to more equal distribution. = 
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ernor T. H. WATTS, 
Montgomery, Ala.: : 
__ Your dispatch of the 7th received and referred to the Secretary of 
War, who replies that the Department considers that companies may 
_ be at once formed of all men who have been enrolled under Géneral 
Orders, No. 33, and that to hasten enrollments rendezvous may be 
appointed at any time within the thirty days allowed by the law, but 
that the privilege of entering the reserve organizations will be lost by 
failure to enroll for thirty days after the publication of the order in 


each district. 
: JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


hy 
oa 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, April 13, 1864. 
- General J. E. JOHNSTON, 
Dalton, Ga. : 
GENERAL: I ineclose you a copy of a communication from the Chief 
- of Ordnance, to which I invite your special attention and beg that 
_ you will favor me at an early day with your views. 

A serious difficulty not mentioned by this report will soon arise— 
indeed is now felt—in regard to our field artillery. The supply of 
horses on the present extended scale cannot possibly be kept up, and 
were the supply sufficient they cannot be foraged without endanger- 
ing the subsistence of the troops. 

Will you indicate what should, in your opinion, be the proportion 
of field artillery in an organized army? 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 


ea General. 
[Inclosure.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, , 1864. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG: 

GENERAL: I beg to call your attention to the very large proportion 
of artillery now in the armies in the field. 

The number of pieces is as follow: General Lee’s army (not includ- 
ing battalion of Washington Artillery at Petersburg), 197, of which 
about one-half are rifles, including eight 20-pounder Parrotts and one 
2-pounder Whitworth; General Longstreet’s corps, 27, of which four- 
teen are rifles, including two 20-pounder Parrotts; General J ohnston’s 
army, 123, of which about one-fifth are rifled pieces; General Polk’s 
corps, 24, of which sixteen are Napoleon guns and three rifles. 

I respectfully submit that a maximum be fixed for the artillery, not 
to exceed five pieces for each brigade of infantry. 
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Three pieces for every 1,000 men, for a full organization, is the 
largest allowance of modern equipment. It is possible, however, that 
as the organizations recede from their maximum of strength it no 

‘longer becomes a safe rule to apportion the artillery exactly by the 
strength present. ; ; ; 

I propose, therefore, to apportion it by brigades or by regiments, 
and as our brigades are generally composed of five regiments and 
scarcely exceed 2,500 men now, and are more probably reduced to 
1,500, five guns to a brigade would be an ample allowance. Of these 
one might be reserve. 

The equipment of so much artillery overtaxes our means and neces- 
sarily renders the equipment of the whole less complete than it would 
be if reduced to moderate limits. . ieee 

By the rule suggested, allowing twenty pieces to the division of 
cavalry, as at present (quite too much), the artillery of General Lee 
would be reduced to about 170, including Eshleman at Petersburg, 
instead of 213. Besides, an increase of thirty pieces has been asked 
and is preparing under the requisition of General Pendleton, approved 
by General Lee. 

I earnestly invite your attention to the subject. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
* J. GORGAS, 
Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., April 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. L. POLK, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 31st 
ultimo,* and am pleased to hear that it is not your desire to interfere 
with the execution of the conscript law through the regular adminis- 
tration of the Bureau here, but that you seek only that the military 
police of your department shall be administered by yourself. To this, 
of course, no objection can be entertained. The Conscript Bureau may, 
indeed, give, as it has been directed to do, valuable aid in returning or 
notifying the presence of deserters and stragglers to the commanding 
general; but he certainly has the power and is at liberty to employ any 
portion of his command in the arrest of deserters and stragglers. No 
special organization for such purpose can or ought, however, to be 
formed by him which shall be composed of conscripts, or which will 
prevent the regular organization under the terms of the late law of the 
local reserve forces. When such reserves shall have been, as they are 
now being, enrolled and organized, companies of them, to such extent 
as may be necessary, are liable to be called out under the authority of 
the President, to be assigned to such duties. 

It is the-contemplation of the President to assign for each State some 
officer of rank, at least of brigadier-general, who shall be charged with 
the duty of organizing the local reserves and directing the calls for their 
services when needed, Such officer within the limits of your depart- 
ment will probably be placed by the President under your general diree- 
tion, and through him the companies of local reserves can doubtless 
be commanded by you for police purposes. 


*See Series I, Vol. XXXII, Part ILI, p. 728. 


~ 


= CS eee 


ss of exempts stric € 
fford material for new organizations. The law, as you wil 


ifty. Generals for the organization of the reserves have not yet 


n appointed, but the subject is under the consideration of the Presi- 


dent, and will doubtless receive his early action. 


Tam glad to learn that I misapprehended your meaning in supposing 


that you contemplated recruiting in the border country from stragglers 
and deserters. I concur with you fully in regard to the mischievous 
effects which would follow from such a course. Those mischiefs have 
been so vividly realized in the border counties of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee that Generals Lee and Johnston have urged earnestly that no 
authorities whatsoever for the recruitment of new organizations should 
be given, as it was almost impossible to prevent their being abused by 
the reception of those who had straggled or deserted. It was thought, 
too, that the mere hope of being able to join such organizations in proc- 
ess of formation tends to produces restlessness and discontent among 
the soldiers in the embodied armies. In deference to such opinion I 
have revoked all authorities heretofore granted, and am now issuing 
none. : 

The imperfect accounts which we have received from the border 
counties of North Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana represent 
the evils and abuses supposed to flow from the allowance of such 
authorities as prevailing there to a great extent. So strong has been 
the impression of the President on this point that he has just requested 
Brigadier-General Ferguson to be sent to Mississippi and East Loui- 
siana to organize and bring under more discipline the detached and 
loosely formed companies said to be in those districts. The presence 
and authority of that officer, acting under your command, will proba- 
bly enable you to accomplish the purpose you have in view in those 
districts without the necessity of issuing new permits or forming addi- 
tional companies. Should it be practicable to obtain such control over 
the disputed districts as will allow the regular enforcement of the con- 
seript law, that course, I have no hesitation in saying, would be more 
satisfactory to the Department, as it would be alike more equitable and 
more beneficial to the service to secure the men Liable to military serv- 
ice to the veteran rather than the new organizations. Still, if that be 
not practicable, I have such deference to your judgment and wishes 
as to sanction the formation of new companies in your department 
when the conscript law is not and cannot beenforced. I rely, however, 
on the exercise of this power with caution and due consideration for 
the avowed policy of the Department to prefer the regular enforcement 
of the conscript system. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, April 13, 1864. 
Maj. N. 8. WALKER, 
Agent, Saint Georges, Bermuda: 

Str: There is a lot of machinery at Bermuda belonging to this 
department and intended for the manufacture of ambulances, &e., 
which, with the material accompanying it, it is of great importance to 
receive. A portion, too, of the cargo of the Princesse Royale, the 


places in the military service all between the ages of seventeen ie = 
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shoes and cloths, are greatly needed. The pressure for blankets has es 


oe 


Saal 


ceased for the present. If arrangements cannot be made to ship the — 


articles wanted at a very early day direct to Wilmington from Ber- 
muda, I have to request that you will immediately forward the same 
to Nassau, from which point there is no difficulty in securing freight 
room. You ean do the same with regard to any other supplies belong- 
ing to this department that may hereafter reach Bermuda, where 
they are likely to meet with unreasonable detention. I understand. 
that there are fair facilities for reshipping to Nassau, and I presume 
the charges are moderate between that point and Bermuda. ~ 

Your duplicate accounts (vouchers withheld) forwarded by the City 
of Petersburg have been received. They show that over £5,600 has 
been drawn for by you against the funds of this départment. Please 


write at an early day and explain the nature of some of the disburse- - 


ments. But one lot of supplies, some 1,500 pair shoes, have been 
received through you from Bermuda. The draft in favor of William- 
son was given at a time when this department had no funds abroad, 
and it was not intended that the Ordnance Bureau should be reim- 
bursed in sterling. The Secretary of War, in fact, had directed the 
amount to be paid here. These items, with the freight charges on 65 
B. C., are the only ones about which this department knows anything. 
The pay of signal officers at Bermuda is hardly chargeable to this 
department, especially as at that point next to nothing in the way of 
quartermaster’s stores has been received. These explanations are, of 
course, only desired with a view to adjusting these expenditures as 
between the bureaus chargeable. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


P. 8.—Reshipments to Nassau will not, of course, be desirable at 
any time when the vessels engaged in the trade may be diverted to 
Bermuda, by reason of the establishment of quarantine as to such as 
come from Nassau. 


RICHMOND, April 13, 1864. 
CoLiIn J. MCRAE, 
Financial Agent Confederate States, Paris : 

Str: Yours of 25th December advising me that you had advanced 
£50,000 to Major Ferguson has been received. I am gratified to see 
from the contents of this letter, as also from one addressed to the 
Secretary of War, that you are fairly impressed with the importance 
of responding liberally to the wants of this branch of the service. 
Until recently it has drawn nothing from abroad, and its losses by 
capture have been so heavy during this winter that it still requires, I 
can assure you, all the aid that can be extended. 

The demand for shoes will soon be greater than ever, when our 
armies resume active operations, and the limited quantity of wool 
in this region of country compels me to look abroad for material for 
clothing. The only relief that spring brings is in the item of blankets, 
and even these will have to be accumulated during the summer and 
fall for next winter’s use. I regret, therefore, that Major Ferguson 
was disappointed in the receipt of £25,000, for which a draft was 
remitted, but at the same time I feel confident that you will continue 


to aid him, as you have done in the past, to the full extent of your 
power. 


.¢ Tyo 


A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster- General. 


GENERAL OPS 'ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


No. 42. Richmond, April 14, 1864. 
I. At the end of each month monthly inspection reports, in accord- 


ance with forms last furnished, will be forwarded to this office from 


the headquarters of the different Confederate States armies. These 


_ reports to embrace all troops, of all arms, serving with each army. 


The cover of all documents relating to inspection duties will be 
marked on the upper left-hand corner, ‘‘ Inspecting Department.” 

II. To secure more full and complete information to this depart- 
ment, army inspectors will forward, with their own reports, those of. 
corps, division, and brigade inspectors, indorsing the latter with such 
remarks as will indicate changes which have occurred since previous 
reports, or give a more clear and full idea of the condition of the 
Army and the relative efficiency of its different organizations and 
their commanders. 

III. Thorough inspections, under arms, of all troops of the armies 
will be made by the inspectors of the different commands with which 
they are respectively serving, as follows: Tri-monthly of brigades, 
semi-monthly of divisions, and monthly of corps. Inspectors at army 
headquarters will inspect monthly so much of the army as their other 
duties will permit, stating in their reports the extent of such personal 
inspections. To avoid harassing the troops by too frequent inspec- 
tions, the ranking inspectors will inspect, when practicable, at the 
same time with the subordinate inspectors and at the stated periods 
of their inspections. At all inspections the ranking inspector will be 
accompanied and assisted by his subordinates of the commands 
inspected—for example, the corps inspector by the inspectors of the 
division and of the brigade to be inspected. 

IV. The requisite inspection blanks will be furnished from this 
office upon timely requisitions, the receipt of which will be acknowl- 
edged by army inspectors, who will look to their proper distribution. 

V. The commander of each army will have a report of all inspect- 
ors serving with it forwarded to this office, giving their names in full, 
their rank, and the command with which they are serving. 

VI. The following is substituted for paragraph V, General Orders, 
No. 35, current series, which is hereby revoked: Officers of the Con- 
scription Bureau will send to the general commanding the army or 
department in which the commands captured last served such officers 
and men belonging to them as have themselves escaped capture. The 
general commanding will assign them temporarily to depleted organi- 
zations, or such other duty as he may direct. 

VII. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 86, 1863, is modified to this 
extent: The minimum number prescribed by law for a company of 
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infantry is sixty-four privates; for a company of cavalry, sixty 
privates. oi es ee 

VIII. Soldiers over the age of forty-five years will be discharged 
from service in the Army at the expiration of their present term of 
enlistment. Those under eighteen years will also be discharged in 
like manner when the enlistment expires, unless they are at that time 
liable to conscription. 

IX. Paragraph IV, General Orders, No. 34, and paragraph I, Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 37, 1864, are thus modified: Medical examining boards 
will forward the original applications of officers (who desire to be 
retired under the act to provide an invalid corps) and their certificates 
to the general commanding the army or department to which the offi- 
cers belong. The general commanding will forward them, with an 
indorsement of his opinion in each case, through the Surgeon-General 
to the Adjutant and Inspector General. Certificates of retirement of 
officers will be issued only from this office. ; 

X. All authorities heretofore given to raise troops, or to recruit for 
any particular command, are hereby revoked. 

XI. The ordnance depot at Savannah (heretofore regarded as a field 
depot, and under the command of the district commander), having 
assumed the proportions of an arsenal, will hereafter be designated as 
the ‘‘Savannah Arsenal,” and, like other arsenals, will be subject to 
the supervision of the Chief of Ordnance, Richmond, to whom its 
commanding officer will report directly. 

XII. Officers to whom soldiers on detached or detailed duty report 
will take possession of their descriptive lists, and, in accordance with 
instructions thereon given, will prepare and certify to the muster- 
rolls, upon which they receive the pay due them. Payments will be 
made such soldiers, when in the field, at the end of every two months; 
when at posts, at the end of each month. Upon these rolls annual 
settlements of clothing accounts may be made with soldiers on detailed 
duty at posts. 

XIII. To prevent their detention on their way home, soldiers leaving 
the Army on furlough of indulgence will, instead of being furnished 
with descriptive lists, be paid at their commands to the close of the 
month preceding the dates of their furloughs, upon detached rolls, 
signed by their company commanders. 

XIV. Sick or wounded men sent to hospitals will be paid as hereto- 
fore, upon hospital muster and pay rolls. Those who, on account of 
wounds or ill-health, are permitted to go to their homes may be paid 
upon descriptive lists by the nearest quartermaster or assistant quar- 
termaster. 

XV. When soldiers are ordered to rejoin their commands, officers 
with whom they have been on duty, surgeons in charge of hospitals 
of which they have been inmates, and quartermasters and assistant 
quartermasters paying those sick and wounded at home will (after 
carefully noting upon their descriptive lists payments made to them) 
return such soldiers their descriptive lists, to be delivered to their 
company commander, and will also transmit, through the general 
commanding the army to which they belong, duplicates of the same 
to the latter. 

XVI. The following acts of Congress are published for the informa- 
tion of the Army: 


AN ACT to provide compensation for officers who may heretofore have performed staff duty under 
orders of their superior ofticers. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That when any 
officer or private of any legally constituted military organization may have here- 


= rman » shall be e eceiv ‘or tl 
> i ia a 28 of sate duties : eee r _ there was not th 
t ht tor duty any officer duly appointed for the discharge of the same. _ 
oved February 11, 1864. . , B : grace > 
> _ AN ACT to provide tobacco for the Army. 


Congress of the eae als States of America do enact, That there shall be 
nished to every enlisted man in the service of the Confederate States one ration 
tobacco, under such regulations as the Secretary of War may establish. 
Approved February 17, 1864. 


_ XVII. The Commissary Department will carry out the provisions _ 
of the above act in providing and issuing tobacco to enlisted men. 
The ration is fixed at three-quarters of a pound per month. 
=" By order: 


: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ogee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 87. Richmond, April 14, 1864. 
* * * * 


* * * 


II. Col. W. H. Fowler being commissioned as superintendent of 
army records for the State of Alabama and as agent to adjust the 
claims of deceased soldiers from that State, commanding officers of the 
armies in which Alabama troops may be serving are requested to 
afford to him such facilities in the discharge of his duties (as set 
forth in the subjoined circular) as may not conflict with the interests 

_ of the service. 


OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT OF ARMY RECORDS, STATE OF ALABAMA, 
January 24, 1864. 
THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS AND OTHERS INTERESTED HEREIN FROM THE STATE 

OF ALABAMA: S 

The Legislature of Alabama at its recent session instructed the Governor to 
appoint a superintendent of army records to ascertain the names, rank, organi- 
zations, and facts concerning troops from the State that have been or may here- 

' after be mustered into the service of the Confederate States, that the same may 
be compiled into an historical record, to be preserved in the archives of the State, 
for the benefit and satisfaction of the living, as a grateful tribute to the memory 
of the dead, and as a welcome presentation to our posterity, who, in freedom 
hereafter, will proudly hail this glorious roll of the patriot sons of Alabama. 

Iam engaged in this work; but the difficulties in my way are serious, owing to 
the delay in its commencement, the sad want of systematic records, the imperfect 
returns to the War Department, the loss of rolls, and the numerous changes and 
vicissitudes of organizations. The work is, however, eminently worthy to be 
attempted, and the purpose of the Legislature in ordering it is highly commend- 
able. I therefore earnestly request all officers and soldiers from the State, the 
relatives and friends of those who have died or fallen in the field, and all parties 
interested herein to aid me promptly and vigorously in obtaining the informa- 
tion required. 

It is very desirable that all commanding officers of companies, battalions, regi- 
ments, and batteries from Alabama shall forward to me forthwith complete lists 
from the beginning, in the nature of muster-rolls, of the men and officers of their 
respective commands. showing the name, rank, age, description, residence, place, 
date, and term of enlistment; when, where, and how service terminated ; meri- 
torious facts [acts] of individuals or organizations; alterations and changes in 
commands or officers; notes of such as have been wounded, captured, died from 
disease, or killed, and when and where; promotions, resignations, discharges, 
transfers, permanent desertions, and such succinct narrative of organization, 
service, marches, battles, incidents, &c., as may be essential for perfect record ; 
and of organizations that have been merged into others or broken up from any 
cause. I will be glad to receive information from any source that will facilitate 


investigation. 
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I also request all commanders of companies to send me full descriptive lists of- 


their dead, to aid me in the performance of other important duties with which I 
am charged in settling claims of deceased soldiers. nee 

Surgeons and chaplains can assist me materially by furnishing such memo- 
randa as they can procure of Alabama troops, deaths in hospitals, é&c. 

Names and facts sent to me by the relatives or intimate friends of deceased 
soldiers will be very valuable. $a ; 

It is my intention to visit our various organizations personally ; but this may 
be impossible in many instances, and will consume much time, so that | again 
urge commanders to assist me by the prompt preparation and remittance of the 
lists above described. Such record as is designed is due to our soldiers—will be 
serviceable to them, to their representatives, and to the State, and I-confidently 
expect the cordial aid indicated above. 

Let each Alabamian into whose hands this circular may fall consider himself 
as personally addressed, and set about immediately to forward the matter pre- 
sented, and I also request every officer of all grades and branches of the service 
from our State to send me his address (autographic), rank, location, &c., for 
preservation, reference, and correspondence when necessary. 


Address : 
W. H. FOWLER, 
Colonel, Richmond, Va. 


III. Col. W. H. Fowler, agent for the State of Alabama for records, 
&¢., will be allowed by commissaries of subsistence to purchase such 
rations as an officer of his grade in the field is entitled to. He will 
be afforded transportation to the various armies in the field in the 
discharge of his duties as State agent. 

* * * “OK * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, Apri 14, 1864. 
General SAMUEL-COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 


GENERAL: I have just addressed, this date, to the Commissary- 
General a note, of which the following is a copy: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, April 14, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NortTHROP, 
Commissary-General, Richmond: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that it is the desire of the President 
that the present arrangement of paying toll, in grain, to the mills for grinding 
our meal or flour in the Department of Henrico be discontinued immediately; 
oe that the whole of the supplies received shall be devoted to the use of the 
TOODPS. 

This has become a military necessity and admits of no delay in its execution. 

This note is addressed you as immediate information. An appropriate order 


Be Ae authority will be issued to you from the Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
ce. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 
_ Trespectfully request that you cause the appropriate order to issue 
immediately to the Commissary-General so as to arrest at once the 
operation of the arrangement which the President desires to have 
terminated. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


ave the honor to return inclosed letters to. you 
12th and 19th of February last.* They were referred BOE : 
or examination, and I beg to report as follows: = 
September last Mr. McRae wrote that he had advanced — 
War Department, out of the Erlanger loan, £544,976 5d., and — 
quested that warrants to cover said advance be promptly forwarded — 


Scoaers Un es 120, 578 1 


a CUOUER IS. 2 cei 2 oe re el a pe a ee aR Iie Ale eis alc aot aie 976 0 


The last item includes transportation from England to the islands, 
purchase of stores, &c. 
In accordance with Mr. McRae’s request, on 30th of November last 
_ warrants were forwarded him by— 


= ansportation nse sreresses none 
° 


Betomvas d. 

paiiance Wrenariment. (OL). <2. fa=- oS 5. 2s eas ene ones 100,000 0 0 
Quartermaster’s Department for.... _,..-.--..---- eee Pat OES. 156,190 6 1 
Quartermaster and Commissary jointly for._........ ---....--. 55,000 0 0O 
eS Oba leet see eee ee eee nat ose Gears SU 190 Gee 


And he was informed that the deficit of £233,785 14s. 4d. would be 
covered as soon as the appropriations of the bureaus on this side 
permitted. - 

Now, in addition to the £544,976 5d. which Mr. McRae had already 
advaneed, it was understood that the War Department was still 
entitled to £262,500 out of the Erlanger loan. After consultation 
with the chiefs of bureaus you apportioned out this amount as 


follows: 
Quartermaster’ PRP oMAnIRMen te 26 acre o..<2+-- - .wsneee kee e epee nee £85, 000 
GnrananceMonarlmMentseneer mee see <8 8 = aot ene eee eee 55, 500 
Gommissarye ll epambMen termes 22 ent = oo ema ene ees 40, 000 
Macicotepepariim On teen msen a 326 2 S55 o2S)s ass -gere ee eee ae eee 30, 000 
INGermarias Wimin en DO par tM tse. 52 -< 9 26= 5 = ao noe ea eee 40, 000 
Engineer Department ------------- We Stow pase eee ee eee eee oe 12, 000 
DRO tal ee ee ee me ae ees 262, 500 


From Mr. McRae’s letter and statements it appears that all the 
bureaus except the Engineer have forwarded warrants for the amounts 
to which they were entitled under the above apportionment. The war- 

rants of the Ordnance, Medical, and Niter Bureaus were all in favor 
of Major Huse, and seem to have been used by Mr. McRae to cover 
the advance under which he still was to 

This use of these warrants reduces the deficit of £233,785 14s. 4d. 

to £108,285 14s. 4d. Since letter of 14th of September last Mr. McRae 


*See McRae to Seddon, and inclosure, pp. 154, 155. 
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appears further to have furnished the War Department with £52,820 
4s. 1d., and to have received from it in the shape of warrants and — 
bonds £52,476 15s. (see statement covered by his letter of 19th of Feb- 
ruary), so that he is at present under actual advance to it of £108,629 
3s. 5d. 

Major Ferguson still has a claim of £35,000 on Mr. McRae, as £50,000 
only have yet been paid him on his warrant for £85,000. 

Mr. W. G. Crenshaw holds the Commissary warrant for £40,000, 
which Mr. McRae cannot honor. = 

If the Engineer Bureau has drawn for its £12,000 the warrant had 
not appeared at date of Mr. McRae’s letter and statement. 
~ Major Waller, of Quartermaster’s Department, has drawn for 
£20,000, and the drafts have been accepted by Mr. McRae. 

Major Huse informs Mr. McRae that he owes £129,593 12s. 4d. 

The sum total of all this is that Mr. McRae is under advance to the 
War Department £128,629 3s. 5d., including the accepted drafts, and 
that the agents of the various bureaus hold warrants on him for 
£89,000, including the £12,000 of Engineer Bureau, which I presume 
has been drawn for. 

These are the facts of the account between the War Department 
and Mr. McRae. The accounts cannot be thoroughly adjusted until 
it is definitely ascertained how much the War Department is to get 
out of the Erlanger loan. A second question will then arise, the 
apportionment of this amount between the various bureaus and the 
settlement of accounts between them. The funds of the one have, 
it would seem, been used to meet the liabilities of the other. 

Assuming that the share of the War Department out of the Er- 
langer loan is £807,476 5d., the accounts between the various bureaus 
may be adjusted as follows: 


& $s. ds 

The Ordnance Department to draw for ___.-_____--.-- AS 187,628 8 5 
The Medical Department to draw for .____...._---=+---..__- -.2es 08,062 SDedL 
Commissary Department (now Ordnance Department) ------.--__- 22,500 0 0 
otal... Fees ee eS 233,785 14 4 


This will exactly cover the deficit (see eighth line, second page) 
uncovered by warrants out of original advance of £544,976 dd. and 
leave the £262,500 additional to be used by the various bureaus 
according to apportionment. 

As Major Waller, of Quartermaster’s Department, has drawn for 
£20,000 more than justified by the apportionment made here, it 
becomes a question whether this amount should not be credited Mr. 
McRae on the £80,000 warrant held by Major Ferguson, and on which 
£50,000 have already been eredited. 

Your obedient servant, very respectfully, 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
TIneutenant-Colonel, &e. 


The above sum of £22,500 has been reimbursed to the Ordnance 
Department here, and therefore should be covered by the draft of 
that Bureau. The above arrangement charges the Ordnance Depart- 
ment with the whole $120,578 10s. 10d. for transportation. 


: Governor of Georgia: ) 
EAR SIR: I received from you by telegraph the following commu- 
nication: 


: - MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., April 13, 1864. 
_ The Confederate Government refuses to permit the States to export their own 


& leatley upon their own ships, unless they will allow that Government to occupy 


= 
¥ 


a) 
5 


alf the room of the vessel. Will you unite with me and other Governors in 
asking Congress when it assembles to remove the restriction ? 


I promised by telegraph a reply by letter. Most respectfully I 
decline to unite with you and other Governors in asking Congress to 
legislate upon the subject. I am not sensible of the political pro- 
priety of the Governor of a State, or the Governors of States, asking 
Congress to legislate upon that or any other subject. My judgment 
does not approve of any direct attempt by persuasion or otherwise to 
be made by the Governor of a State, or the Governors of States, to 
influence the legislation of Congress. Whenever the acts of Congress 
shall be considered injurious to any one of the States, or Congress 


Shall fail to legislate wisely upon subjects intrusted by the Constitu- 


tion of the Confederate States to its legislation, exclusive of the right 
of legislation by the States severally, joint resolutions by the General 
Assembly, approved by the Governor of one State (or more States), 
instructing the Senators and Representatives of the State in Con- 
gress, seem to me to be more consistent with the sovereignty and dig- 
nity of the State; more probable to command respect, and better 
adapted to the government of the State as well as the Government of 
the Confederate States. 

It is true that Congress is expected to be in session prior to the 
General Assembly of this State, or of Georgia, but is it not prudent 
to defer any anticipated benefit from the legislation which you would 
suggest, rather than unauthorized by any precedent in a matter of 
doubtful political propriety to attempt, as you propose, to influence 
the legislation of Congress? Permit me in candor to say, and most 
respectfully, that I am not convinced of the necessity of any further 
legislation of Congress upon the subject. 

The act of Congress, approved February 6, 1864, and the regu- 
lations to carry it into effect, approved March 4, by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, Secretary of War, and the President of the Confederate 
States, impose no restrictions ‘“‘upon the Confederate States, or any 
one of them, from exporting any of the articles enumerated in the 
act on their own account, nor is a bond required of the State in any 
case.” 

I apprehend that if each of the States should undertake to supply 
the wants of their citizens respectively, whether in military service or 
at home, the result would be alike disastrous to the Confederate 
States and the several States. > 

The Government of the Confederate States has better recognized 
advantages and superior facilities to provide for the armies in service 
than any one of the States, and to supply the wants of citizens not 
connected with the Army, if their necessities can only be supplied by 
traffic with the citizens of foreign nations, it is better to rely upon 
individual enterprise than upon the respective State authorities. — 

Might not attempt on the part of the States, separately, to relieve 
the necessities of the armies and citizens by trade with citizens of 
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foreign nations destroy the confidence and respect which those nations 
entertain for the ability of the Confederate States as belligerents: 
under a government of their own choice; embarrass Congress under 
the obligations imposed by the Constitution ‘‘to provide for the com- 
mon defense and carry on the Government of the Coufederate States ;” 
cause our armies and citizens to suffer, and endanger the stability of 
the Confederate Government, if not entirely destroy it, by a separa- 
tion of the States? 

‘The safety of the people and preservation of their rights under the 
Government of free, sovereign, and independent States, confederated 
for mutual protection, demand the utmost confidence and generous 
support of the State governments to the maintenance of the Confed- 
erate Government in the execution of sacred crusts which have been 
confided to it. It is best, therefore, where it can be honorably done, 
to avoid all conflicts and competition between the State and Confed- 
erate authorities for political power, or commercial privileges, at all 
events during the existing war. When the independence of the Con- 
federate States shall have been achieved and recognized by other 
powers, and the din of war shall have ceased, the rights of the States 
and the constitutional powers of the Confederate Government will be 
adjusted by an intelligent, brave, and free people, to secure the 
enjoyment of civil liberty to themselves and their posterity. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 14, 1864. 
Hon. R. M. T. HUNTER, 
Lloyds Post-Office, Essex County, Va.: 

My DEAR Sir: I have your note of the 11th with its inclosures.* 
I have not been unmindful of the necessity for prompt action in the 
matter ta which you refer, and have made attempts to engage for the 
service in Canada several gentlemen deemed competent, but they 
have declined for various reasons. The subject is too delicate to per- 
mit my entering into details until Ihave the pleasure of seeing you. I 
confine myself to saying that two persons specially qualified are now 
on their way here from the south, and I have reason to hope they 
will depart on the duty intrusted to them in afew days. One of them, 
the general agent, is well known to you. I think our friend, whose 
letter you inclosed, ought not to expect any further action in his 
favor at present. You are aware that the business in which he is 
now engaged was not suggested by me, but was devised by himself 
as offering a provision which he represented as perfectly satisfactory. 
I understood that he would rely on his success for remuneration, and 
was so confident of the result as to declare distinctly that if his 
expenses were paid he would ask nothing more. A considerable sum 
has been spent in affording him the opportunity, and he now seems 
not to have proceeded beyond Halifax before indicating a doubt of 
success. I cannot appoint a consul there, as he could not get an 
exequatur, or commercial agent, as none is required; and do not see 
that anything further can now be done for him, although quite dis- 
posed to render him any proper service, as well as anxious to oblige 
you. 


* Not found. 


{ 


es a y, and hi 
return to the Confederate States 
» meeting of Congress? ORIG S 
sver, very truly, your friend, oo Rene in cs 
ORT JEFFERSON DAVIS. — 


* 


War DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION,  __ 
‘No. 16. Richmond, Va., April 15, 1864. 
The circular issued from this Bureau on the 10th day of October, 
_ 1868, directing enrolling officers to ‘‘ respect the certifieates of agents 
_ authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, given to persons engaged in 
_ the construction of ships, gun-boats, engines, sails, or other articles 
necessary to the public defense under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Navy,” is hereby revoked, and in future no such certificate 
_ will be respected. Hereafter details for such service will be governed 
by the regulations pertaining to details for service in the other 
departments. ‘a . 
By order of Colonel Preston, superintendent: 
; C. B. DUFFIELD, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 


ae ne 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
; Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 17. Richmond, Va., Apri 15, 1864. 


Persons detailed for bureau service in accordance with special 
instructions from the War Department should not be disturbed by 
the officers of conscription. The orders for the reduction of the 
details are addressed to the chiefs of the bureaus, and the reductions 
are to be made by them and under their directions. It is only when 
the details are terminated that the jurisdiction of this Bureau attaches 
to such persons so as to authorize their removal. Upon any such 
case coming to the knowledge of enrolling officers they should report 
the fact for action by the War Department, giving in full all the 
cireumstanees of the case that can be collected. 

By order of Colonel Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 43. Richmond, April 16, 1864. 

I. By the provisions of an act of Congress entitled ‘“‘An act to impose 
regulations upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate States to 
provide for the common defense,” approved 17th of February, 1864, 
the exportation of cotton, tobacco, military and naval stores, sugar, 
molasses, and rice from the Confederate States, except under such 
uniform regulations as might be made by the President, was prohib- 
ited; and the President was authorized to employ any portion of the 
military and naval forces of the Confederacy in order to prevent the 
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departure of any vessels or vehicles that might be employed in carry- 


ing on a commerce in these articles contrary to law. er , 
Il. The commanding generals of departments and districts will 
issue orders and instructions to their officers that whenever it shall 
reasonably appear that any vessel or vehicle has been laden, in whole 
or in part, with any of the said articles for exportation or conveyance 
beyond the limits of the Confederacy, or to any place within the Con- 
_ federacy not under the control of their civil or military authorities, 
and whenever there is reason to believe that any of the articles afore- 
said have been so laden, or have been collected at any place of deposit 
with a view to exportation or conveyance beyond the limits or lines 
aforesaid, to seize and detain the same, with the vehicles, teams, and 
slaves employed, that investigation may be had according to the con- 


ditions of the act aforesaid and these orders, unless the owner or his - 


agent or bailee has a permit from a collector of the revenue, or from 
an officer of this Department who may be authorized to grant such 
licenses. 

III. The conditions upon which the trade by sea or overland to 
Mexico ean be carried on have been determined by the regulations of 
the President, and any exportation or attempt to export any of the 
articles aforesaid contrary to those regulations will authorize the 
detention of the vessel or other instruments of transport. 

IV. When a deposit of the prohibited articles is made at a point 
from which easy access to the lines of the enemy can be obtained, or 
are on a vehicle apparently on the way to their lines, or in the vicinity 
thereof, or when the owner is not a permanent resident of the place 
where the articles are found and from which they can easily be trans- 
ported beyond the lines, or is a suspicious person, detention of the 
articles and vehicles for inquiry will be made. 

V. All vehicles, animals, slaves, or other means of transportation, 


and all cotton or other articles that may be seized, whether by the — 


officers of the revenue or by military authorities, for any violation of 
law or of these regulations, shall be, without any waste, spoliation, 
impressment, or injury of any kind, forthwith conveyed and delivered 
to the nearest marshal or deputy marshal of the Confederate States, 
and a detailed receipt taken from him, setting forth a full description 
of the property seized and delivered to him for safe custody. And it 
shall be the duty of said marshal or deputy marshal to keep the prop- 
erty so surrendered in safe custody until the further order of the 
judge or a commissioner of a district court of the Confederate States 
having jurisdiction of the subject-matter; and the said marshal or 
deputy marshal shall forthwith, upon the receipt by him of the prop- 
erty seized, give information to the collector of the district, or to the 
district attorney, or to both if practicable, of all the facts in relation 
to the seizure of the property and its delivery to him for safe-keeping. 

VI. No military authority shall presume, under any circumstances, 
to seize property while being carried under the provisions of the law 
and of these regulations, for any other cause than a violation of said 
provisions; nor, in case of seizure, to dispose of the property seized 
in any other manner than that prescribed in the foregoing regulation. 
But in case where there is great risk of the property falling into the 
hands of the enemy, it shall be competent for the proper military 
authorities to require the licensed carrier to suspend his trip till the 
danger be passed, or to pursue a different route from that originally 


designated, or even, in cases of imminent danger, to abandon the 
trip. 


“3 


ing generals of the con 


y land be made. 


8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ad STaTE OF NorTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
a Raleigh, April 16, 1864. 


on. J. A. SEDDON, Z + 
ag Secretary of War: 
__ DEAR Sir: Permit me to express the hope that yeu will suspend, 
- for the present at least, the enrollment and conscription of the State 
_ reserves in North Carolina from seventeen to eighteen and from forty- 
_ five to fifty years. Their enrollment now, with the present prospect 
of their being called to the field from their crops, causes the most 
_ general consternation and gloom. I have no hesitation in assuring 
_ you that the partial abstraction even of these men from their crops at 
any time between this and August would be followed by the most 
distressing consequences. 

In addition to these considerations I beg leave to remind you that 
the authorities of this State would be left powerless, without the 
shadow of a militia organization to enforce obedience to law or respect. 
Having no second-class militia, as most of the States have, I presume 
it cannot be the intention of the Confederate Government to reduce a 

~ sovereign State to this dangerous and humiliating condition. Such 
a course would be utterly at war with the genius of our new Govern- 
ment and repugnant to all the professions of the Administration. 
Our Legislature will convene again in the latter part of May, when 
I have no doubt steps will be taken to provide such a militia force as 
the exhaustion of the country will allow. Till that time I insist that 
you will leave the present organization untouched. In the meantime 
the Home Guards, now thoroughly organized and pretty well officered, 
are entirely at your service in case of emergency. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Z. B. VANCE. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Macon, April 17, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. L. POLK, 
Demopolis, Ala.: 

GENERAL: Inclosed is a copy of the order to Captain Ashcraft 
authorizing him to raise troops for State service. He has not been 
commissioned and will not until discharged from Confederate service. 

- Can you inform me whether he has been discharged or has leave of 
absence ? 
Iam, general, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. CLARK, — 
Governor of Mississippr. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqrs. STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 25. Macon, December 24, 1868. 


Capt. T. C. Asheraft is hereby authorized (provided the Confed- 
erate authorities will grant him a leave of absence for that purpose) 
to raise a regiment of cavalry for the State service, to serve for two 
years or the war. The regiment will consist of ten companies, and 
each company will consist of not less than sixty-four men, exclusive 
of officers and non-commissioned officers. The company officers will © 
be elected by the men, and hold their offices during the pleasure of 
the Governor. The field officers will be elected by the regiment, or 
nominated by the company officers and appointed by the Governor, as 
may be hereafter ordered. 

By order of Charles Clark, Governor and commander-in-chief : 

W. H. McCARDLE, 
Colonel and Adjutant-General. 


[Imeclosure No. 2.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, HDQRS. STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 7. Macon, January 25, 1864. 

I. As many mounted volunteers (not liable to conscription in the 
Confederate service) as may offer will be received and mustered into 
the State service, to serve during the war, unless sooner discharged 
by the Governor. All able-bodied men between the ages of sixteen 
and sixty years will be accepted. They will be received by com- 
panies. Full companies will consist of not less than seventy-seven 
men, officers included. Each company will have one captain and 
three lieutenants, to be elected by the men. 

II. The companies will be organized into battalions and regiments, 
as may be hereafter ordered. Each regiment will have one colonel, 
one lieutenant-colonel, and one major, to be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor upon the recommendation of the company officers. Battalions 
of not less than five companies will be entitled to one major, and 
those of six or more companies to one lieutenant-colonel, and one 
major should the latter be deemed necessary; these officers to be 
appointed in the same manner as the field officers of regiments. 
Regiments, battalions, and companies will be subject to reorganiza- 
tion or consolidation. 

III. All commissions will be held during the pleasure of the Gov- 
ernor, and will be revoked by him when he deems that the interest of 
the service requires it. Vacancies will be filled by promotion, appoint- 
ment, or election, as the Governor may in each case determine. 

IV. When full companies cannot be conveniently formed a less 
number will be received as follows: Twenty or more men, with one 
lieutenant, one sergeant, and one corporal; forty men or more, with 
two lieutenants, two sergeants, and two corporals. These fractions 
will be combined into companies as may be hereafter ordered, and 
until such combination be made the lieutenants will hold the rank of 

.Junior second where the fraction has but one, and of second and 
junior second lieutenants where there are two. 

V. All men hereafter mustered into the State service will be allowed 
to remain at home until ordered to active duty, and when so ordered 
they will be entitled to receive a bounty of $50 (having previously been 


ie 


] 1e Confede: 

‘s and men will furnish their own horses, which i 
appraised and regularly mustered. The same com 
he use and risk of horses and pay for them when killed. 
ade as is allowed in the Confederate armies. — “se 


i 


e upon a surgeon’s certificate of absolute disability. 
VIII. The power to remove all officers is retained by the Governor 
to enable him to hold them to a rigid accountability for the order, “ 
_ discipline, and good conduct of their men. 
IX. The Regulations for the Army and the Rules and Articles of 
War established by the Confederate Government have been adopted 
_ by the Legislature of Mississippi for the government of the State 
forces. They will be rigidly enforced against all delinquents. 
_ X. All companies accepted and mustered into service will, until 
ordered to the field, be assembled at least once a week for company 
drill. 
XI. The Confederate Government has agreed to furnish all the arms 
required, and they will be placed in the hands of the troops as rapidly 
as they can be assembled. 

XII. From the number of companies already offered it is believed 
that a sufficient number of volunteers will be raised to aid the Con- 
federate Government in effectually protecting the State, and thus 
obviate the necessity of a draft from the militia. 

XIII. Any gentleman desiring to enter the State service is author- 
ized to raise a company, under the restrictions and in compliance with 
the terms of this order. ul 

By order of Charles Clark, Governor and commander-in-chief: 

W. H. McCARDLE, 
Colonel and Adjutant-General. 


PER Aes. 


oY © oe 
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CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WaAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 18. Richmond, Va., April 18, 1864. 


In pursuance of instructions from the Secretary of War, comman- 
dants of conscripts will grant details until the lst day of June, 1864, to 
all persons liable to conscription on the 10th day of April instant who 
are certified by the Quartermaster-General to be in the service of his 
department on the said 10th of April and necessary thereto. 

By command of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, : 
No: 91: Richmond, April 19, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
XXXVI. Joseph Jackson, jr., having been commissioned by the 
Governor of Virginia as ‘‘recorder of Virginia forces” serving during 


[. All pay and allowances to officers and men will cease while — 
are absent from duty, whether with or without leave, unless on — 


e 
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the existing war, commanding officers of armies in which Virginia 
~ troops may be serving are requested to afford to him such facilities in 
the discharge of his duties as may not conflict with the interests of 
the service. ; 

XXXVII. Joseph Jackson, jr., ‘‘recorder of Virginia forces,” will 
be allowed by commissaries of subsistence to purchase such rations 
as a colonel, Provisional Army, C. S., in the field is entitled to. He 
will be afforded transportation to the various armies in the field in 
the discharge of his duties as recorder, &e. 

XXXVIII. William B. Johnston, having been appointed by the 
General Assembly of South Carolina as agent for the collection and 
record, for deposit in the State archives, of the names of the gallant 
sons of South Carolina who have fallen in their.country’s defense, 
from whatever cause, commanding officers of armies in which South 
Carolina troops may be serving are requested to afford to him such 
facilities in the discharge of his duties as may not conflict with the 
interests of the service. 

XXXIX. William B. Johnston, State agent of South Carolina for 
record of deceased soldiers, will be allowed by commissaries of sub- 
sistence to purchase such rations as a colonel, Provisional Army, 
C. S., in the field is entitled to. He will be allowed transportation 
to the various armies in the field in the discharge of his duties as 
State agent, &c. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, April 19, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: In accordance with directions from the Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, I have the honor to inform you that the 
regiments and battalions on the inclosed list herewith returned, with 
the exceptions of the First, Second, and Twenty-third Battalions, 
formed the late Georgia State Guard, and were mustered out of serv- 
ice on or about the 4th day of February, 1864, their term of enlist- 
ment having expired. The First and Second Battalions are accounted 
for on the list. The Twenty-third is composed of the employés at the 
Athens Armory, and has never formed a part of my command. 
Brig. Gens. A. Iverson and H. R. Jackson served with me and 
reported through me to the Department on March 3, 1864, as my let- 
ter to you of that date will show. General Iverson has sinee been 
assigned to the command of a brigade of cavalry in the Army of 
Tennessee, and General Jackson was assigned to duty with my pres- 
ent command on April 6, 1864, by orders from your office. 

Iam, general, very respectfully and truly, yours, &c., 
; HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


oo 


_ List of Georg 
fantry, Col. W. H. 
avalry, Col. John B. | 
Col. Robert 
Col. Robert 


Col. W. L. 
Col. W. A. 
Barras Lofton. 
 %th Regiment Infantry, Col. G. N. 
ae: Lester. 
8th Regiment Infantry; Col. J. T. Hen- 
a erson. 
9th Regiment Infantry, Col. P. H. Mell. 


— 10th Regiment Cavalry,Col. J.J. Floyd. 
1ith Regiment Infantry, Col. A. T. Mc- 


: Intyre. 

12th Regiment Infantry, Col. W. H. 
__ Robinson. 
| Floyd Legion, Col. James G. Yeiser. 
Cherokee Legion, Col. James E. Rusk. 
1st Battalion Infantry, Lieut. Col. J. 

B. Oliveros.a 

2d Battalion Infantry (no field offi- 


cers). 
38d Battalion Infantry, Lieut. Col. G. 
W. Lee. 
4th Battalion Infantry, Maj. A. White- 
f head. 
5th Battalion Infantry, Maj. W. A. 


Wilson. 
6th Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. Col. A. 


eae ° ‘. ‘* Sas +2 
7th Battalion Cavalry, Maj. 


ia Coma 5 
9th eis Cavalry, Maj. William 


B, Culberson. 


Stephens. a0 — 
8th Battalion Cavalry, Maj. J. T. — 


_ Phillips. noe ae 
10th Battalion Mounted Infantry, Maj. 
H.-F. Price, — he 

11th Battalion Infantry, Maj. John 


es ee 

12th Battalion Cavalry, Maj. T. R. 
Stewart. 

13th Battalion Infantry, Maj. C. C. Yar- 


borough. | 
14th Battalion Infantry, Maj. J. E. 


Jones. 
15th Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. Col. E. 
T. Jones. 
16th Battalion Cavalry, Maj.D.M. West. 
17th Battalion Infantry, Maj. J. W. 


McGee. 
18th Battalion Infantry, Lieut. Col. 
Charles A. Platt. 
19th Battalion Infantry, Lieut. Col. D. 
B. Thompson. 
20th Battalion Infantry, Maj. H. G. 
rei ; 


Wright. 
2ist Battalion Infantry, Maj. J. B. Ken- 


edy. 
22d Battalion Infantry, Lieut. Col. N. 
A. Carswell. 
23d Battalion Infantry, Maj. F. W. C. 
Cook. 


[APRIL 20, 1864.—For Forrest to Jack, in relation to raising troops 
in West Tennessee, see Series I, Vol. XX XII, Part III, p. 798. | 


-CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wark DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 19. Richmond, Va., April 21, 1864. 


Commandants are instructed to investigate with special care the 
eases of all persons claiming to be citizens of Maryland. Unless 
the parties can prove beyond all reasonable doubt that they are not 
‘‘residents of the Confederate States,” they will be assigned to the 
Army in accordance with existing regulations for the disposition of 
conscripts. 

In ease such proof is given the parties will be forthwith reported to 
this Bureau, with descriptive lists, and notified that they will be 
expected to report in person either to Major-General Elzey, at Staun- 
ton, or Col. Bradley T. Johnson, at Hanover Junction, Va., for incor- 


a Not forwarded by General Cobb. 
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poration with the Maryland Line, failing to do which they will render 
themselves liable to be considered alien enemies. 
By order of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


3 ; MontTGoMERY, ALA., April 21, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, “ 
Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: It has been ordered that the supplies of Georgia be for- 
warded to the Army of Virginia and that the Army of Tennesse* be 
sustained from Alabama. ‘The corn crop of the eastern section of 
this State was limited and will not afford a supply; hence the neces- 
sity of depending upon the middle and western portions. The only 
outlet for the removal of stores from Central Alabama is the Mont- 
gomery and West Point Railroad, which has not capacity for the 
requirements of the Government. Its gauge is narrower than that 
of the other roads, and it is now deemed impracticable to increase its 
rolling-stock. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the completion of the 
railroad from Talladega, Ala., to Rome, Ga., a distanee of fifty-three 
miles, the track for which, I am informed, is graded through. This 
would complete the line to the Alabama and Tombigbee Rivers, and 
the rich land of all that portion of the State. The great pressure 
upon this, the only available, line would be relieved, and the most 
productive section now within our reach brought in easy communi- 
cation. 

I have understood the value of this improvement has been before 
represented, and pressing necessity alone induces me to ask that con- 
sideration which the importance of supply demands. 

Your obedient servant, 
PARKER CAMBELL, 
Mapor, &e. 
[First indorsement. ] 
APRIL 29, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

The subject is one of greatimportance, which has previously received 
my favorable indorsement. 

BRAXTON. BRAGG, 


General. 
[Second indorsement. | 
nie MAY 3, 1864. 
Engineer Bureau for consideration. 
J. A. S. 


[Third indorsement. | 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
May 17, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. 

Lieut. Col. Minor Meriwether received instructions a month since 
to do all in his power to press forward this connection. A letter has 
been written calling his attention to this important subject again, and 
I believe that everything will be done that can by Colonel M. 

A. L. RIVES, 
Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


ve the honor to acknowledge the letter of General Brage 
g to me by your direction an inquiry as to the legal status 
of certain general officers, to wit: ern => 
_ First. Those appointed under sixth section of the act ‘‘to provide __ 
the public defense,” approved 6th March, 1861, and the amenda- 
tory acts of 18th September and 6th October, 1862. 
_ In relation to this class it is stated ‘‘some have been left out of 
command by the great reduction of the rank and file, rendering a 
consolidation of brigades and divisions necessary; some by the 
_ breaking up and dispersion of their commands, as in the cases of the 
garrisons of New Orleans and Vicksburg; some have left their com: | 
mands from sickness, wounds, &¢., and prolonged absence has ren- 
dered it necessary to fill their places.” 
Second. Lieutenant-generals, who may have been relieved of their 
commands by various casualties, as in the case of Lieutenant-General 
Pemberton at Vicksburg. His command, as exchanged, has been 
_assigned to other corps. So, also, of Lieutenant-General Holmes, first 
relieved from duty in Arkansas, who reports here for assignment. 

The acts authorizing the appointment of brigadier and major gen- 
erals in the Provisional Army are the following: 

Act of 6th March, 1861, to provide for the public defense, section 6: 

That the President is hereby authorized to organize companies so tendering 
their services into battalions or squadrons, battalions or squadrons into regi- 
ments, regiments into brigades, and brigades into divisions, whenever in his judg- 
ment such organization may be expedient; and whenever brigades and divisions 
shall be organized, the President shall appoint the commanding officers for such 
brigades and divisions, subject to the confirmation of Congress, who shall hold 
their offices only while such brigades and divisions are in service. 

By the acts of 8th May, 1861, ‘‘to raise an additional military force 
to serve during the war,” and 11th May, 1861, ‘‘to make further pro- 
vision for the public defense,” the troops therein authorized to be 
received were directed to be organized according to the provisions of 
the foregoing act of 6th March, 1861. 

Act of 13th October, 1862, ‘‘to increase and regulate the appoint- 
ment of general officers in the Provisional Army:” 

That the President be, and is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint twenty general officers in the Provisional Army, 

-and to assign them to such appropriate duties as he may deem expedient. 

It will be more convenient to consider the case of major and briga- 
dier generals separately from that of lieutenant-generals. They may 
be divided into two classes: First, major and brigadier generals 

appointed under the acts of 6th March, 1861, and 8th and 11th May, 
1861. These are all governed by the sixth section of act 6th March, 
1861, above cited. 

The intention seems too plain for doubt. It was to prevent the 
accommodation [accumulation] of supernumerary generals, which 
would cheapen the honor of promotion and be a useless burden upon 
the Treasury. The President is not authorized to appoint major and 
brigadier generals at his discretion. No such appointment can be 
made unless there is an organized brigade or division, to the com- 
mand of which the appointee is to be assigned, and by the express 
words of the act, whenever the brigades or divisions go out of service 
the generals are no longer to hold their offices, The office depends 


%, 
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upon the organization; is lawful only when that is complete; con- 
tinues only while it exists, and expires with it, unless there be some 
other organized brigade or division to the command of which the 
officer may be and is assigned. It was not the intent of the act so to 
blend together the organization and the office that neither could exist 
apart from the other. Its chief purpose, as has been said, was to 
prevent the Army from being burdened with supernumerary and use- 
less officers. Whenever, therefore, an officer has been duly appointed 
to an organized brigade or division, it is within the scope and policy 
of the act that the President may assign him to the command of any 
other organized brigade or division. So, when the organization of a 
brigade or division is destroyed, the President may-assign the general 
who commanded it to any other vacant brigade or division, and is not 
compelled to make a new appointment for this lastcommand. Iam of 
the opinion, therefore, that the major and brigadier generals appointed 
under these acts, whose commands have lost their organization by con- 
solidation or by the casualties of war, and who cannot be assigned 
to the command of some other organized brigade or division, have 
lost their commissions. 

As to the other class—those whose long absence, from sickness, 
wounds, &c., has rendered it necessary to fill their places, the 
organization of their commands remaining unchanged—it is under- 
stood that one of the main objects in passing the act of 13th October, 
1862, was to furnish the President with the means of filling their 
places temporarily, so that they might not lose their grade by having 
become disabled in the publicservice. And it is as consistent with the 
policy of the law as it is with justice and humanity that such absent 
officers should not lose their commissions in cases where other offi- 
cers appointed under the act of 15th October, 1862, have been 
assigned to their commands; and they may be restored to their com- 
mands upon returning to duty. 

This class may present another condition. Such officer upon report- 
ing for duty may be unfitted by his wounds for commanding a bri- 
gade or division in the field, but may be capable of discharging other 
duties appropriate to his grade. The President may appoint him 
under the act of 13th October, 1862, provided the whole twenty have 
not already been appointed. But can he under that act be con- 
tinued in his grade under his old commission and with his old date? 
I think not. The act gives the President an authority which he did 
not before possess. It empowers him, ‘‘by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint twenty general officers,” &¢. It 
contemplates future action by the President and Senate, and not a 
mere passive confirmation of something which has been done before. 
Some of these officers were appointed under the Provisional Goyern- 
ment. It cannot be contended that their former confirmation by the 
Provisional Congress would fulfill the condition of the advice and 
consent of the Senate, required by the act. If so, the mere will of 
the President to let them remain in their grade would amount to an 
appointment by him without the consent of the Senate, which is 
against the express words of the act. I think that an act which 
authorizes the appointment of an officer cannot be construed so as to 
continue an appointment already made under a former act passed 
diverso intuitu, more especially when such a construction would 
necessarily give a rank which antedates the passage of the law. 

Second. Major and brigadier generals, appointed under the act of 
13th October, 1862. This act is general in its terms. It authorizes 


ae 


Provisional Army are the following: 


yin the Provisional Army, according to the assign- 
the President; and it contains no limitation of their terms 
ce. Iam of the opinion that the generals appointed under this" 
d their commissions during the war. 


e acts authorizing the appointment of lieutenant-generals in the 3 


Act of 18th September, 1862, ‘‘to amend an act entitled ‘An act 
to provide for the public defense:’” 


That the sixth section of the act to provide for the public defense, approved 
on the 6th March, 1861, be amended by adding, after the words ‘ brigades into 
divisions,” the words ‘‘and divisions into army corps,” and each army corps 
shall be commanded by a lieutenant-general, to be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall receive the pay of a 


_ brigadier-general. 


Act of 6th October, 1862, ‘‘to provide for the organization of army 
corps,” which is substantially the same with .he one last cited, and 
seems to have been passed by an oversight, as it contains no provision 


- notin the former act, and effects its purpose in precisely the same way. 


Act. of 13th October, 1862, authorizing the appointment of twenty 
general officers, above mentioned. 

Act of 17th of February, 1864, relating to the appointment of a gen- 
eral and lieutenant-generals, section 2: 

That the President may, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint lieutenant-generals in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, 


when in his discretion it shall be deemed necessary for the cymmand of any one 
of the military departments. 


Section 3: 


That the officers appointed under the provisions of this act shall continue to 
hold the rank herein provided so long as they shall efficiently discharge the duties 
in command of said several departments, and no longer, but will resume there- 
after their former rank in the service. : 


The lieutenant-generals may be divided into three classes: 

First. Those appointed under the acts 18th September and 6th 
October, 1862. These acts are amendatory of the act of 6th March, 
1861, and are to be understood as if their provisions were inserted in 
the body of that act. Their effect is to enlarge the organization of 
the Provisional Army and to create a higher grade of general officers. 
But the policy of the former act is not changed, and the officers of 
this higher grade are subject to all of its provisions. Lieutenant- 
generals, therefore, appointed under these acts hold office only while 
in command of an organized corps. Those whose commands had lost 
their organization, and those relieved of their command while the 
organization of their corps remains unchanged, may be assigned to 
any other organized corps; but if there be no such corps to which 
they can be assigned they lose their commissions. 

Second. Lieutenant-generals appointed under the act of 13th Octo- 
ber, 1863, authorizing the appointment of twenty general officers, for 
the reasons assigned in relation to brigadier and major generals, hold 
their commissions during the war. 

Third. As none of the eases presented have-arisen under the act of 
17th February, 1864, the construction of that act is not called for now, 
and it would not be proper to express an opinion. 

GEO. DAVIS, 
Attorney-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 

per Richmond, April 22, 1864. 
Col. WILLIAM PRESTON JOHNSTON, - 
Aide-de-Camp : 

CoLONEL: The views expressed in the draft of a message to the 
Senate, returning with objections the ‘‘staff bill” of last session, 
occur to me as sound, and some of them so importarit as to have 
precluded the approval of the bill in the shape passed. : 

Our staff requires great modification and admits of much improve- 
ment. Its greatest wants, however, can only be supplied by time, 
experience in service, and high military education. No increase in 
rank or number can cure, though it may palliate, the radical defects 
of our present imperfect organization. % 

The great error of the bill was in making the staff almost entirely 
personal—the mere creation of the general. Our present inefficiency 
is due almost entirely to this cause. A system of favoritism and 
nepotism has been the natural result, and inefficiency its consequence. 

The staff, except the personal aides of the general, should be consid- 
ered as a component part of the command and remain with it without 
reference to change of commanders. 

The staff corps should be so organized as to allow the assignment 
by the War Department of the following officers to armies and their 
component parts, and the President should have power to inerease 
these corps, so as to allow special assignments to detached commands, 
large geographical departments, and fixed posts: 

Army, two or more corps: Chief of staff, with rank of brigadier; 
assistant adjutant-general, with rank of colonel, and two assistants; 
inspector, with rank of colonel, and two assistants; quartermaster, 
with rank of colonel, and one major; commissary, with rank of 
lieutenant-colonel, and one captain; medical, with rank of surgeon, 
with pay of lieutenant-colonel, and one with pay of major; ordnance, 
with rank of colonel, and one major. Corps: Adjutant-general, 
lieutenant-colonel, and one major; inspector, lieutenant-colonel, and 
one major; quartermaster, one lieutenant-colonel; commissary, one 
major; ordnance, one major; medical, one surgeon. Division: 
Adjutant-general, one major; inspector, one major; quartermaster, 
one major; commissary, one captain; ordnance, one captain; med- 
ical, one surgeon. Brigade: Adjutant-general, one captain; quarter- 
master and commissary, one captain; medical, one surgeon. 

The following, it seems to me, would be ample for the personal staff 
of the several grades of general officers: Aides-de-camp, brigadier, one 
first lieutenant; major-general, one captain; lieutenant-general, one 
major and one captain; general, one lieutenant-colonel, one major, 
and. one captain, and when commanding one or more armies, one 
military secretary, with rank of colonel. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG. 


RICHMOND, Va., April 23, 1864. 
His Excellency THomas H. Warts, 
Governor of Alabama: 
My Dear Str: Your letter of March 8* was duly received by me 
but an answer has been necessarily delayed by its references for the 


* Not found, 


, 


oy 


made by which e ¢ 

effectively carried out, as suggested in your letter, by 
ment of reserves instead of able-bodied men liable to milit. 
It would seem that where these reserves are composed of r 
izens, and a resort to military force is requisite, either ; 
_ enforeing the conscript act or for the preservation of the community 

from evils of other sorts, that those acquainted with the localities 
and who cannot go to the field for active duty are the proper agency 
to be used. I am well assured that in this and all other measures for 
_ vigorously and successfully prosecuting the war to a triumphant issue - 
that the Confederate Government will receive your hearty co-operation = 
and assistance. Please accept the assurances of my continued regard 
and esteem. : 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


7 , HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
= Mobile, Ala., April 23, 1864. 
General SAMUEL CoopER, C. S. Army, 

a Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I respectfully suggest to the consideration of the War 
Department the establishment here of a military school for the edu- 
cation of young officers. There are many young gentlemen serving 
as privates in the ranks who would derive much benefit and be enabled 
to render better service if the means of education were afforded them. 
Mobile seems to me to be the best place in the southwest for the estab- 

~ lishment of military schools, and at this time there are several officers 

on duty here, graduates of military colleges and men of good ability 
and attainments, who will gladly aid in organizing a good system of 
military education. I have requested Colonels Burnet, Beltzhoover, 
Sheliha, Brown, and Quattlebaum, and Major Trueheart to submit to 
me a project for military education, which, if desired, I will transmit 
to the War. Department for the consideration of His Excellency the 
President. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. | 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 17, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
H. *L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Second indorsement.] 
May 21, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

I believe there is a law for the establishment of a military school, 
but it has not been considered practicable to establish and put it in 
operation during the war. The best military education just now must 
be found in the field. Note and please look up the law and let me 


see it. 
, JecATe SR 


Secretary. 


7 
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[Third indorsement.] 


_ 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR -GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 7, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. i= 
There is no law authorizing the establishment of a military school. 
H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[APRIL 23, 1864.—For Seddon to Vance, in regard to suspending the 
execution of the conscript law in the mountain counties of North 
Carolina, see Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 329. ] = 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Richmond, April 26, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: The papers transmitted by you in the case of A. C. Myers 
present the following facts: 

On the 15th of April, 1861, A. C. Myers was appointed lieutenant- 
colonel in the Quartermaster’s Department, and after that date he is 
styled Acting Quartermaster-General in the correspondence of the 
War Department. 

On the 15th of February, 1862, he was nominated to the Provisional 
Congress in the following words: ‘A. C. Myers, of South Carolina, 
Quartermaster-General, to be colonel, to take rank from the date of 
his confirmation,” and the nomination was confirmed the same day. 
On the 27th of January, 1864, Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawton was nominated 
to the Senate to be Quartermaster-General, “‘to rank as brigadier- 
general from April 13, 1861, the date of his confirmation to that grade 
by the Provisional Congress.” 

On the 17th of February, 1864, the Senate passed the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Senate advise and consent to the appointment of A. R. Law- 
ton to be Quartermaster-General, to take rank from the date of confirmation. 


The several acts of Congress under which these appointments were 
made are the following: 

Act of 26th of February, 1861, for the establishment and organiza- 
tion of a general staff, section 3: 


That the Quartermaster-General’s Department shall consist of one Quartermas- 
ter-General with the rank of colonel, six quartermasters with the rank of major ; 
and as many assistant quartermasters as may from time to time be required by 


the service may be detailed by the War Department from the subalterns of the 
ine. 


Same act, section 6: 


That the officers of the Adjutant-General’s, Quartermaster-General’s, and 
Commissary-General’s Departments, though eligible to command, according to the 
rank they hold inthe Army of the Confederate States of America, shall not assume 
command of troops unless put on duty under orders which specially so direct by 


authority of the President. 
Amendatory act of 14th of March, 1861, section 3: 


That the Quartermaster-General’s Department shall consist of one Quartermas- 
ter-General with the rank of colonel, one assistant quartermaster-general with 


States shall be those of a 
_ Two views have been taken as to the proper construction of the act 


at from-and after the passage of this act the rank, pay, and allowances 
ched to the office of uartermaster-General of the ae of the Confederate 
rigadier-general in the Provisional Army. 


of 26th of February, 1861, for the establishment of a general staff, and 
_ the amendatory act of 14th of March, 1861: 


First. That they create a distinct and separate office of Quartermas- 


_ ter-General, to which in every instance an appointment must be made, 
and to which the rank of colonel is annexed. If this view be correct, 


¥ 


_ then the nomination and appointment of Colonel Myers, on the 15th 
_ of February, 1862, must be understood as a nomination and appoint- 
ment to the office of Quartermaster-General with the rank of colonel 


ut res magis valeat quam pereat, because only so understood was the 
action of the President and Senate in conformity with the law. This 
appointment was made under the Provisional Government, and by 
the terms of the Constitution of the Confederate States could continue 
only until his successor was appointed. (Constitution, Art. VI, clause 
1.) Upon the appointment, therefore, of General Lawton upon the 


27th of January, 1864, assuming that to be duly and lawfully made, 


-Colonel Myers was displaced from the office of Quartermaster-General; 


and as that was the only office which he held, it follows, of course, 
that he is no longer in the Army of the Confederate States. 

Second. That the acts aforesaid did not create a distinct office of 
Quartermaster-General, but merely a post of duty to which any officer 
of the Army might be assigned, and afterward withdrawn and assigned 
to other duties at the discretion of the President. If this view be cor- 
rect, then the nomination and appointment of Colonel Myers on the 
15th of February, 1862, must be understood to be an appointment to be 
colonel in the Quartermaster’s Department and an assignment to duty 
as Quartermaster-General. And this view is thought to be sustained by 
the provisions of the sixth section of the actof 26th of February, 1861, 
authorizing the President to assign officers of the Quartermaster’s 
Department to duty in the line of the Army, and by those of the eighth 
and twenty-sixth sections of the act of the 6th of March, 1861, ‘‘ For 
the establishment and organization of the Army of the Confederate 
States,” and the second section of the amendatory act of May 16, 1861, 
which authorize the President to assign officers of the line, even the 
highest, to staff or other duties at his discretion. Conceding this 
view to be the true one, its effect, so far as the Quartermaster-General 
is concerned, will be to make the acts for the organization of the staff 
to read as follows: 

There shall be one colonel in the Quartermaster’s Department, who shall dis- 
charge the duties of Quartermaster-General, and who may be assigned to the 
command of troops by orders from the President specially so directing. 

Then comes the act of 20th of March, 1863, which provides that the 
rank, pay, and allowances attached to the office of Quartermaster- 
General shall be those of brigadier-general. Now, the view of the 
organization of this department which we are now considering denies 
that there is any such distinct office as that of Quartermaster-General. 
What, then, is the intention of the act? It did not mean to place an 
additional officer in the Quartermaster’s Department. Its language 
is not appropriate to that end. It speaks not of persons, but of 


lowed the style of the 

¢ ermaster-General’s Dep Ss 2onsist O 
master-General, with the rank, p: id allowances of a brigé 
general, one assistant quartermaster-general, with the ra 
colonel, &e.” I think the true meaning is, not to add to the fe e@ 

the Quartermaster’s Department, but simply to increase the unk, 
pay, and allowances of the highest officer in it. It is as if th ct 
had said, ‘that hereafter the highest officer in the Quartermaster’s 
Department shall be a brigadier-general, instead of a colonel, as here- 
tofore.” And the necessary result is to abolish the office of colonel — 
in that department, and to substitute for it that of brigadier-general. 
It makes no difference how this act was intended to operate, whether 
by elevating the then colonel to the grade of a brigadier-general, or — 
by authorizing the President to appoint him or some one else to the 
higher grade. Either way the office of colonel is abolished. And as 
that was the only office held by Colonel Myers, it follows that he no 
longer holds any office in the Army. 

Under the view first taken it still remains to inquire whether Gen- ~ 
eral Lawton has been duly and legally appointed Quartermaster- _ 

General. His nomination to the Senate was ‘‘to be Quartermaster- 
General, to rank as brigadier-general from April 13, 1861;” and he 
was confirmed ‘‘ to take rank from the date of confirmation.” 

An important question of constitutional construction is presented. 
Is it within the functions of the Senate to diminish the rank assigned 
in the nomination of an officer? That the Senate cannot add to the 
rank so assigned is admitted. It cannot originate an appointment. 
It has no part of the nominating power. That is intrusted solely to 
the President. The constitutional action of the Senate is confined to 
an affirmation or rejection of the President’s nomination. 

It was upon these principles that Coxe’s case was decided by Attor- 
ney-General B. F. Butler. On the 7th of February, 1837, the Presi- 
dent of the United States nominated Coxe ‘‘to be a lieutenant in the 
Navy from this date.” The Senate adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate advise and consent to the nomination of John R. 


nore to be a lieutenant in the Navy, to take rank next after Lieutenant Elisha 
eck. 


The effect of the appointment according to the confirmation of the 
Senate would have been to place Coxe on the register above 162 lieu- 
tenants. 

The Attorney-General, upon a reference of the question to him, 
decided that Coxe could not be commissioned at all. Not according 
to the nomination, because that had not been confirmed; not accord- 
ing to the confirmation, because the Senate had exceeded its powers. 

In this opinion I fully concur. The case did not call for a decision 
of the other question, whether the Senate can diminish the rank 
assigned in a nomination, and so far as the Attorney-General’s rea- 
soning intimated any opinion upon that point it was an obiter dictum. 
It is not a ruling precedent; but there is a precedent in point which is 
cited in the same opinion: 


On the 4th of May, 1822, President Monroe nominated Colonels House and 
Fenwick and Major Eustis for promotion in the Army, with dates of rank in 
each case from a prior day specified in the nomination. On the 8th of May, 1822, 
the Senate acted on these nominations. In each case the question was divided, 
and the vote taken first on the proposed nomination, and then on the date of 


E ments. (See Opinions of Attorneys-General U. §., 3-190.) 


om their appoint-— 


Mr. Butler adds: 
_ These cases would seem to show that in the judgment of the Senate and of 


_ President Monroe, the date and rank may be separated from the office itself. 


This, perhaps, may be done where the President nominates, as in the cases 


referred to, with rank from a prior day, and the Senate strikes out the rank 
_ altogether, thus reducing it to the date of the appointment.—Jbid. 


In exact conformity with this precedent has been the action of the 
President and Senate of the Confederate States in the case of Gen- 
eral Lawton. Ina former opinion I have had occasion to declare that 
I would be reluctant to advise any departure from settled practice, 
or respectable precedents, in appointments to office, unless impelled 
by an imperative sense of duty to the Constitution. Such cases 


can seldom or never constitute a lis pendens, so as to present the 
- questions arising in them for judicial determination; and unless 
_ practice and precedents are to have the weight of authority nothing 


can ever be settled. There can be no uniformity of action, and fre- 
quent and painful conflicts may arise between the President and the 
Senate. I find nothing in the Constitution militating against these 
precedents, and a well-settled principle of law sustaining them. 
Omne majus continet in se minus is not less a maxim of law than a 
conclusion of logic, and is of familiar application in many cases. 
Thus, the Constitution of the Confederate States, following that of the 
United States, gives to the President the power to pardon offenses; 
and upon this principle it has been held without question, from the 
earliest time, that the President is not compelled to exercise the full 
power, but may remit a portion only of the sentence. So a power in 


a settlement to lease for twenty-one years is well executed by grant- 


ing a lease for fourteen years. (3 M. and S., 382.) So where there is 
a custom within a manor that copyhold lands may be granted in fee 
simple, a grant for any less estate will be upheld under the custom; 
and so where an act done under a power is greater than the power 
authorizes, it will be held good to the extent of the power; as, where 
there is a power to lease for ten years and a lease is granted for 
twenty years, it will be held in equity to be a good lease for ten years 
under the power. ‘“(Woodf. L. and I., 32.) 

Upon this principle a nomination to take rank from the date of 
confirmation is necessarily contained in a nomination to take rank 
from a prior day. Where the Senate adds to the nomination a rank 
not given by it, it goes beyond the act of the President and originates 
a nomination; but when it cuts down the rank from a prior date to 
the date of confirmation, it adopts a portion of the act of the Presi- 
dent, and it is to that extent the nomination of the President and the 


confirmation of the Senate. And when the minds of the President 


and Senate have met, and the appointment is made in conformity 
with the confirmation, I see no good reason why it should not be valid. 
I would have more hesitation in adopting this conclusion if the action 
of the Senate were binding upon the President; but it is not. Nomi- 
nation and confirmation together do not make an appointment. Con- 
firmation is merely the expression of the Senate’s assent that the 
appointment may be made. The appointment still remains to be 
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made, and that must be the voluntary act of the President. — He may 
make it according to the confirmation of the Senate, or he may with- 
hold it and send in a new nomination. (Marbury vs. Madison, 1 
Cranch, 137.) ; . 
I think, therefore, that the appointment of General Lawton to be 
Quartermaster-General has been duly and legally made. 
GEO. DAVIS, 
Attorney-General. 
[First indorsement. ] 
JUNE. 2, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted for the information of the President. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Seerelary of War. 


[Second indorsement. } 


Returned to the Secretary of War. 
The opinion closes case. 75 


[APRIL 26, 1864.—For Davis to Murrah about the relief of certain 
counties in Texas from the operation of the acts of conscription, see 
Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 985. | 


RICHMOND, VA., April 27, 1864. 
Hon. JACOB THOMPSON: 
Sir: Confiding special trust in your zeal, discretion, and patriotism, 
I hereby direct you to proceed at once to Canada, there to carry out 
such instructions as you have received from me verbally in such man- 
ner as shall seem most likely to conduce to the furtherance of the 
interests of the Confederate States of America which have been 
intrusted to you.* 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
(Similar letter to Hon. C. C. Clay, jr.) 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, April 27, 1864. 
His Exeellency President DAVIs: 

DEAR SIR: With the assent of my predecessor and with my appro- 
bation since I came into office several gentlemen who had been drill 
officers in the conscript camp at Talladega were allowed permission 
to raise companies of boys between sixteen and eighteen years old. 
Ten companies have thus been raised, and most of them have been in 
the Confederate service for four or five months. They were all raised 
before the passage of the recent law requiring the enrollment of these 
young men. This battalion or regiment has for its officers, field and 
company, Maj. J. L. Davidson, Capts. B. F. Yniestra, James A. McCaw, 
J. L. Walthall, and R. H. Redwood, and Lieuts. H. H. Foy, W. H. 
Kelly, Theo. Bethea, R. T. Norred, W. H. King, Richard Neely, and 
John W. Simmons. All of them had been drill-masters at Talladega 
with the rank of lieutenants, first and second. The separate compa- 


*For Thompson to Benjamin, December 8, 1864, reporting operations, &c.. 
Series I, Vol. XLII, Part II, p. 930. gree es See 


replaced of 


e were formed into a battalion of re ight coi 
elected their field officers. I understand there are now t 


oanies. The authority of General Pillow was given to raise these af 
panies. The young men composing the companies are of the very 


_ best material, many of them sons of the most influential citizens of 
_ the State. They are now as well drilled as veteran soldiers. I have 
been informed that it is in contemplation to disband these companies 
and turn them over to the conscript officers, and the young officers 
themselves, all of whom have seen actual service in the field, will be 
_ turned over likewise to the conscript officers for enrollment. I would 


regard such action as a great calamity—one doing the grossest injus- 
tice to the officers and young men who compose the battalion or regi- 
ment. Although these men were all mustered into the Confederate. 
service, yet, inasmuch as at the time of their organization the men 
were all a part of the State militia force, over which the Confederate 
States had no control except through a call on the Governor, I have 
regarded them as a part of the State troops in the service of the 
Confederacy. 

Now, I ask that this organization shall not be broken up; that the 
officers, field and company, may be permitted to remain and receive 
their commissions. The most patriotic motives prompted these young 
men to volunteer before any law made them liable to Confederate 
service. They volunteered under promise given them that they would 
be received into the Confederate service with the officers of theirown 
choosing. The officers they have selected are all gentlemen of educa- 


_ tion and high qualifications as officers. No better organization exists 


in our service. For two or more months they have been stationed at 
Selma doing regular duty. To break up their organization would do 
them injustice and produce great dissatisfaction among our best peo- 
ple. I cannot believe the facts were known or it would never have 
entered the head of the War Department to interfere with them. I 
have had no correspondence with the Secretary of War on this sub- 
ject and may be misinformed as to the intentions of the War Depart- 
ment. I, however, appeal to you as the Commander-in-Chief in behalf 
of these young officers and men. 

I have the honor to remain, with great regard, your friend and obe- 
dient servant, 

TH WATS. 
Governor of Alabama. 


[First indorsement. ] 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

In this case, as stated, it would seem proper to receive the companies 
as organized either in the reserve or active foree. If you should upon 
examination concur, please have the necessary orders given and 
respond to the Governor’s letter. Otherwise return the letter to me 
with objections. 

eDe 
[Second indorsement. | 
May 6, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 

Order the organization here to be retained and considered part of 
the reserve forces. The great majority must be too young for field 
service as regulars. 

J Aes 
Secretary. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
: Richmond, Va., April 28, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America: 

Str: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the 
operations of this Department: 

In the brief period since my last report the inclemency of the 
season has enforced comparative inaction on the armies in the field. 
Operations on our part have been mainly defensive, but have been 
varied by some brilliant affairs of an offensive character, executed 
generally by cavalry detachments. The enemy have essayed several 
serious invasions and various marauding incursions. The results 
have been almost invariably honorable to our arms. 

The large force thrown into Mississippi, with the purpose of march- 
ing to the attack of Mobile, expended itself along less than a third of 
its contemplated course in discreditable ravages against non-com- 
batants and hasty damages of the railroads, speedily repaired. A 
decisive repulse of the formidable cavalry column designed to co-oper- 
ate with them from Tennessee, by not half its force of recently 
recruited men, under the bold leadership of General Forrest, followed; 
and then at the first intimation of the assembling of a force adequate 
to encounter them, the main army, some 25,000 or 30,000 strong, beat 
a hasty retreat. Their whole plan of campaign was effectually broken 
up, and besides the losses sustained in men and material, by straggling 
and capture, their troops returned exhausted and discouraged to 
their strongholds, whence they have not ventured since to emerge. 

More signal disaster punished their invasion to subjugate Florida. 
They were met promptly and gallantly by General Finegan, with a 
smaller number of hastily collected troops, and completely defeated, 
with heavy loss and utter rout, in the decisive battle of Olustee. 
Driven back to the protection of their ships of war, they received 
large re-enforcements, and for a time threatened the renewal of their 
invasion, but their most bloody experience of the prowess of our 
forces, and the great consequent discouragement of their troops, 
doubtless induced despair of success. They have since withdrawn 
nearly their entire force and relinquished as desperate the invasion 
of a State so courageously defended. 

Various raids of the enemy have been made by cavalry, generally 
in indefensible portions of the Confederacy, and for the most part for 
purposes of mere rapine and destruction. They have been conducted 
with a precipitation most wasteful to their men and animals, and 
indicative of constant apprehension, but have been marked by a 
malignant spirit and practices of infamy and barbarity that would 
have disgraced brigands or savages. Their warfare has been almost 
exclusively on peaceful citizens, and their avowed object has been the 
destruction of private property; the taking off of the slaves, even by 
force; the waste of stores and the means of subsistence; the destruc- 
tion of animals and implements of husbandry, and the privation of 
all means of future production and support to the whole people. 

The most important of these raids, undertaken with an unusual 
force and a special aim, surpassed even their many inhuman enter- 
prises in the atrocity of its discovered designs. It was avowed as an 
effort, with 5,000 picked horsemen, sustained by light artillery, to 
seize and hold temporarily the Capital of the Confederacy, and to 
liberate the large number of their prisoners held in its vicinity. Our 


ad been thinned by the withdrawal of our caval 
ment and supply, and the enemy succeeded in starting, with 
_ observation, on their enterprise, but it was conducted with a timidity ~ 
and feebleness that were in ludicrous contrast with the boldness — 


of the conception and the extent of their means. Fifteen hun-— 


dred of their number detached -to Charlottesville, for the double 
purpose of destroying our railroad communications and distracting 


attention by varied attacks, with a view of subsequently reuniting 


with the main column, were easily repulsed by a mere handful of half- 
armed artillerymen with a single gun when in a few miles of their 
contemplated prize of Charlottesville, and compelled to fly affrighted 
back to their main army. Another detachment of some thousand 
men, under an officer (Colonel Dahlgren) deemed by them one of 
especial merit, was sent across the country to pass some distance 
above the city to the south of the James, and coming rapidly on that 
side, where there was least reason to expect a defensive force, and 
near which, on an island, were the greater portion of the prisoners, to 
aid in a combined attack to be made on the north side by the great 
body of the troops under General Kilpatrick, esteemed among their 
most enterprising generals. Dahlgren marked his course to the river, 
unimpeded by any hostile foree, only by ravage and incendiarism, but 
failed wholly to effect a crossing, and sought to cover the timidity 
that shrank from trying a doubtful ford by an act of savage venge- 
ance on his negro guide, who indeed well merited his fate, but not 
at the hands of the enemy, for his treachery to an indulgent master 
and his attempted services to a cruel foe. Baffled in this part of his 
plan, he hastened toward the city on the north side of the river to 
unite with Kilpatrick in his proposed attack. Meantime, some hours 
before his arrival, that attack had been made by the great body of 
the forces under Kilpatrick, and repulsed, by only a few hundred 
men on one of the outer lines of the city defenses, with such ease as, 
but for the limited number engaged, would almost have deprived the 
victory of glory. Kilpatrick retired baffled, to find another opportu- 
nity, if not to beataretreat. Later, near night, Dahlgren approached 
on the road from the west, down the river, and encountered a few 
miles from the city the most advanced battalion of our forces, which 
happened to be of the local reserves, and to be composed of clerks, 
recently organized and untried in war. This, too, was in the open 
field, without defenses of any kind. Yet the charge of this select 
body of the enemy’s cavalry, in superior numbers, was speedily 
repelled, and they driven off in ignominious flight. Their only pur- 
pose seemed escape, but as they hastily pursued after the retreating 
column of Kilpatrick they learned that he, too, had been attacked in 
the night and his force dispersed. This gallant deed had been done 
by General Hampton. He, approaching with about 400 cavalry, 
hastily summoned to the aid of the city, had been apprised of the 
locality of the enemy by Col. Bradley T. Johnson, who, with a small 
party of horsemen, had been for many hours courageously scouting 
around and skirmishing with their forces. Despite his insignificant 
force General Hampton at once charged the enemy in his camp, and 
after a brief struggle routed them, capturing many men and horses. 
Being too weak to pursue, he was compelled to allow them to 
escape with impunity, but their only thought afterward seemed to be 
of rapid flight, and the next day they found a refuge in a supporting 
force of cavalry that had been sent up the peninsula to their relief. 
Startled by the intelligence of this disaster, Dahlgren’s men seem, 


out 
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many, to have scattered, finding their way to Kilpatrick’s column, 
while their leader with some hundreds of his choice men crossed the 
Pamunkey, with the hope of evading Hampton and escaping across 
the country to Gloucester Point. In King and Queen they were 
encountered by some few furloughed cavalry and a local company, 
hurriedly summoned for pursuit. Ambuscaded by them, Colonel Dahl- 
gren and a few of his men were killed, and the residue of the force 
under his command speedily surrendered as prisoners. Thus inglo- 
riously and disastrously terminated an expedition inaugurated with 
formidable forces and with high anticipations of great results. But 
the disgrace of failure was exceeded by the infamy of the base de- 
signs of the expedition. On the body of Colonel Dahlgren, the chosen 
and specially trusted leader, were found copies ofthe plan and pur- 
poses of the expedition, and the original of his address to his soldiers 
on starting. These disclosed, unequivocally, the nefarious purpose, 
after liberating their prisoners, to turn them loose, armed, and mad- 
dened by privation and every evil passion, and by them, with the aid 
and under the protection of the embodied forces, to sack, burn, and 
destroy the city, and to kill the President and the leading authorities 
of the Confederate Government. The dullest sensibility will sicken 
and revolt at the horrible brutalities and atrocities that must have 
attended such a carnival of crime. The perpetration of such deeds 
by an infuriated soldiery, under all the fierce impulses of a sanguinary 
struggle and in the flush of triumph, is by all nations felt to be a 
reproach on the character and humanity of man; but that such 
horrors should have been deliberately planned and ordered by the 
authorities of any people professing to be civilized and Christian, 
must inflict an indelible stigma of hypocrisy and infamy. Such fell 
designs might seem almost incredible of any other people, but they 
are supported by irrefragable evidence in the possession of the papers 
themselves, with conclusive indications, internal and external, of 
their authenticity. It is only the culmination of many inferior exhi- 
bitions of like malignity and atrocity. The captives taken in the abor- 
tive effort to perpetrate these or like atrocities must be admitted to have 
forfeited all rights to the privileges of civilized warfare, and might well 
be punished by their intended victims as the worst of criminals; but 
it has been thought to comport more with the dignity and self-com- 
mand of an enlightened Government, as well as to be more consistent 
with the humanity, clemency, and Christianity that has, throughout 
this war, characterized our people and authorities, not to mete out 
bloody retaliation on the subordinate instruments of an infamous 
Government, but to consign them for retribution to the reprobation 
of outraged Christendom and the lasting stigma of recording history. 
Our armies in the field are believed to be in excellent condition and 
spirits. Inured to war and practiced in habits of endurance, they 
have passed through the exposure and privations of the winter and 
inclement spring with remarkable health and content. Animated by 
an invincible resolution not to be subdued, and a zeal of patriotic self- 
devotion beyond all praise, they have almost universally re-enlisted 
for the war, and voluntarily renewed the pledge of their all—their 
property, their labor, and themselves—to the sacred cause of the 
safety and independence of the country. They have reacted on the 
people everywhere, encouraging the bold and shaming the timid to 
a more confident reliance on a future of success, and have effectually 
hushed the whisperings of despondency or disaffection. They were 


Some deficiencies of organization yet require amendatory legisla- 
tion. The staff, affording to the quick intelligence of the general his 
perceptive and administrative faculties, should be constituted of the 
best material, have the highestattainable experience and qualifications, 
and be animated by strong incentives to activity and improvement. 
Unfortunately, in our Army it has not enjoyed the repute, nor, per- 
haps in consequence, commanded the merits desirable for its efficiency. 
From unavoidable circumstances, probably, the staff has been toomuch 
the object of favoritism through the recommendations on behalf of 
personal friends, or the refuge of supernumeraries and those by non- 
election or otherwise thrown out of the line of regular service. They 
have come to be considered in some measure as attachés to the persons 
and fortunes of their respective generals, rather than as officers 
selected for peculiar qualifications and assigned to special duties. In 
consequence of this kind of estimation, probably, they have not been 
allowed rank consistent with their importance or regulated appro- 
priately by the standard of merit. These evils it is most desirable to 
remove, and it is respectfully suggested that the remedy may be found 
in organizing the respective departments of the staff into separate 
corps, with proper gradations in rank, and in affording the incentive of 
advance on the exhibition of qualifications or superior merit. Some 
increase in the numbers to be attached to the larger commands of the 
Army, as well as the proposed advance in rank, would also seem advis- 
able. This is, indeed, almost a necessity in relation to the commis- 
sary and quartermaster branches of the staff service. The law has 
never made direct provision for the appointment of such officers to 
organizations larger than brigades. Experience has demonstrated 
them to be essential not only to the Army as a whole, to assure har- 
mony and unity to its movements and due distribution of supplies, but 
likewise, from similar reasons, to corps and divisions, which not infre- 
quently have to act independently and at wide intervals of distance. 
In consequence there has been no alternative but for the general in 
command, or the Department, to withdraw and assign, by detail from 
their proper brigades, the quartermasters and commissaries indispen- 
sable to the larger organizations of the Army. Such assignments have 
rendered oftentimes imperative the appointment of other officers of 
the same branch of service to the destitute brigades; and thus in- 
directly, and with only the rank and legal assignment of brigade 
officers, have these essential officers of the staff been secured to the 
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divisions, corps, and armies in the field. This has been so well under- 
stood that in one of the acts of Congress there has been implied sanc- 
tion by reference to such division and corps officers. Still, action in ~ 
such cases, without more direct authorization of law, is always embar- 
rassing to the Department, and not incapable of mischievous effects 
in the establishment of precedents, and it is earnestly recommended 
that such appointments be directly sanctioned by law. 

In another particular respecting the appointment of quartermas- 
ters and commissaries it is desirable the law should be made more 
explicit. The only authority for the appointment of these officers, 
not for commands in the field, but for the general service of the 
bureaus, is conferred by the act of the 15th day of February, 1862, 
which provides: : 

That in addition to the number of quartermasters, assistant quartermasters, 
commissaries, and assistant commissaries now allowed by law, the President 


shall have authority to appoint as many of said officers as shall in his discretion 
be deemed necessary at permanent posts and depots. 


This seems to contemplate that the officers of this class for the gen- 
eral service are only required at posts and depots. and are expected 
to be stationary there; but in reality there is an imperative necessity 
for a greater number to be distributed and actively engaged in all 
parts of the Confederacy, purchasing, accumulating, and moving sup- 
plies, and supervising the administration of the extended operations 
of the commissary and quartermaster’s service. As such officers are 
all remotely connected with and report to the respective bureaus 
stationed at the Capital, or more immediately to a superior officer at 
some post or depot, the above act was, from an early period after its 
passage, construed to authorize the appointment of as many quarter- 
masters and commissaries as the necessities of the general service 
demanded, and such has been the continued practice of the Depart- 
ment. Doubt may, however, exist whether this be not a latitude of 
construction dictated rather by the necessity of the case than justified 
by the language and original conception of the act. The law should 
explicitly confer a power of appointment coextensive with the needs 
of the service, for the exercise of a questionable right of appointment 
is always to be deprecated. In such matters encroachment is facile 
and precedents dangerous, and as little latitude to excess as practica- 
ble should be left by the law-makers. 

On another point of more importance ambiguity exists, which should 
be corrected by more explicit legislation. It is in relation to the 
appointment and tenure of office of the general officers of the Pro- 
visional Army. The system pervading the organization of the Provis- 
ional Army does not allow the appointment of officers at large 
assignable to any command appropriate to their grade of rank, but 
only of the officers of each special organization, on the legal continu- 
ance of which their commissions are dependent. This is clear as to 
the company and field officers, as may be illustrated by the fact that 
such officer of a company or regiment is not a captain or colonel at 
large of the Provisional Army, but only the captain or colonel of his 
particular company or regiment. The disbandment or termination of 
the service of such special organization loses the officers their commis- 
sions. The same principle of organization seems to have been origi- 
nally contemplated in the provision by the act of the Provisional Con- 
gress of the 6th of March, 1861, for the appointment of general 
officers to brigades and divisions, and by analogy, as is presumable, 
likewise to the commanders of corps when they were authorized. It 


; would thus have resulted that appointments of g 


4 


- general officer was either wounded, incapacitated temporarily, or oth- 


erwise withdrawn from his special-command, no successor could be 
appointed; and that on any brigade, division, or corps being broken 
up or radically changed by the diversion or redistribution of its com- 
ponent parts, the general officer would go out of commission. The 
inconveniences and hardships hence resulting were so great and mani- 
fest that, although in the first instance a disposition was manifested 
by the Executive to maintain this scheme of appointment and tenure 
of office, almost of necessity it had to be practically overlooked in the 
many changes inevitable in the composition of such large organiza- 
tions, and general officers came to be assignable from one brigade to 
another, or, to secure an actual commander in the field in case of tem- 
porary disability of the general officer previously commanding, from 
capture, wounds, or other temporary cause, were appointed for the 
destitute organizations. This came to be recognized and acted on as 
a necessity by Congress, as well as the Executive, and to obviate the 
inconveniences or embarrassments which might result from a deficiency 
in the number of general officers, the act of the 13th of October, 
1862, was adopted. This act provides ‘‘that the President be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to appoint twenty general officers in the Provisional Army, 
and to assign them to such appropriate duties as he may deem expe- 
dient.” Under this law there is no doubt that the Executive may 
appoint, to a number not exceeding twenty, general officers of the Pro- 
visional Army at large, who may be assignable to any command or 
duty appropriate to their rank, whose commissions are not contingent 
on their special commands. As thus a number of supernumerary 
officers, not exceeding twenty in number, were authorized, it was con- 
sidered, by construction, to obviate, so long as that number was not 
exceeded, any obligation of discharging such general officers as were, 
from any changes of the service or otherwise, thrown out of their spe- 
cial commands, and to allow even those originally appointed to such 
special commands, by being considered as among this number of 
supernumeraries, to be assigned to any other appropriate duties or 
commands. On these points, however, well-founded doubts exist, since 
the original appointments may perhaps more justly determine whether 
the general officer be the officer of a special command, dependent on its 
continuance, or be one of the supernumerary class assignable at will. 
Such construction, however sustainable by the language and apparent 
contemplation of the law, would be both unjust and mischievous. 
Very many of the most capable general officers in the service, often- 
times because of their superior merits selected for other more impor- 
tant stations, under the changes of the service are no longer attached 
to the special commands for which they were appointed, and suc- 
cessors have replaced them, or in the distribution of forces their 
original organizations have been broken up. Shall they be thrown 
out of commission and deprived of commands? Nor would the injus- 
tice be more than partially: remedied by placing them among the 
supernumerary class, since for that a new appointment would be 
necessary, which would deprive them of their original date, and post- 
pone them to all juniors previously in commission. On the other 
hand, if those originally appointed as supernumeraries are always to 
be considered as of that class, and not on assignment to a particular 
command to hold the relation of a commander originally appointed 
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for it, the number allowed by the law would at once exceeded | 


without meeting the deficiencies of the service. An invidious dis- 
tinction would be established between officers of the same grade in 
the Provisional Army, founded solely on the accident of appointment, 
which could not fail to be prolific of jealousies, rivalries, and dis- 
contents. 

In view of the whole subject, it is recommended that all general 
officers of the Provisional Army, like the supernumeraries, be made 
independent of their commands, and assignable, according to rank, 
to any appropriate command or duty. 

A slight extension of the power of appointing chaplains for the 
Army is likewise desirable. There is, happily, a large religious ele- 
ment and much devotional feeling in our Army, which every consid- 
eration of ‘policy, no less than grateful duty, requires should be con- 
sulted and fostered. At present, chaplains can only be appointed to 
posts and regiments. Now, the men of one of the most important 
branches of service, the artillery, are not regimentally organized, but 
formed either in detached companies or arranged in battalions. 
Hence to them cannot be afforded the guidance or consolations of 
religious ministry. It is suggested that a chaplain should be allowed 
to every ten detached companies, or to two battalions, when so situated 
as to permit to them a common ministration. 

The act of the late Congress for retiring disabled officers and men 
has been put in execution, and is working beneficially for the Army. 
Its provisions, however, do not seem to have been commensurate with 
the claims of equity and gratitude due to the gallant soldiers who 
have been shattered in health or maimed by the exposures and 
wounds of service. It is confined in its operation only to such as are 
still on the rolls of the Army, and has no respect to those who may 
have been, by resignation or otherwise, heretofore put out of service. 
No adequate cause, either in reason or justice, can be perceived for 
such limitation. Indeed, on the score of merit, the cases of those 
who had continued, while incapable of active duty in the field, on sick 
leave, or in positions of light duty, rather cumbering than aiding the 
service, appear less entitled to consideration than those more disin- 
terested officers who sacrificed their commissions, often their sole 
dependence, from honorable sensibility, lest they should block the 
promotion of the inferior officers on whom their duties had been east. 
Not a few cases of this kind have been known to the Department, in 
which the acceptance of the resignation, while constrained by the 
interest of the service, has been done with pain and regret at the 
necessity of allowing the self-sacrifice which a sense of honor imposed 
on the gallant officer. The sole consideration which can exist to pre- 
vent the extension to all such resigned officers of the privileges 
accorded by the act to those still in service, is the ungracious one of 
economy, which, in a liberal view, would be as inapplicable from true 
policy as from a due regard to the sentiment of justice and gratitude 
involved. As very many of these disabled and scarred veterans are 
still capable of much service at posts or other light duties, their 
restoration to rank would probably prove much more a gain than a 
burden to the country, while it would manifest grateful appreciation 
and secure some partial provision for the honored sufferers of our cam- 
paigns. It is, therefore, earnestly recommended that the privileges 
of the act be extended to embrace those who, from like causes of dis- 
REELG ae. wounds in service, have heretofore resigned or been dis- 
charged. 


engineer troops authorized by ) ‘ 
( iments and delays resulting from the reluctan = 
_ commanders to part with, by details, their veterans from the line, 
_ have at last been organized in the main of new material, and have — 
been provided with the requisite trains and implements of service. 
They have been the object of special interest and care to the able 
head of the Engineer Bureau, and to his intelligent supervision and 
persistent efforts are mainly due their efficient organization and com-. 
plete provision. They are composed for the most part of picked men, 
and embody many valuable mechanics and skilled laborers, who, 
guided by the intelligence and experience of officers selected from 
_ their peculiar qualifications and training as engineers, cannot fail to 
prove eminently advantageous in facilitating the movements and 
providing the defenses of our armies. Their merits and value are 
already warmly appreciated and acknowledged by the generals who 
have enjoyed the advantages of their services, and it 1s not doubted 
they will so advance, with increased experience and practice, in 
estimation and utility, as to fully vindicate the wisdom of their 
organization. 

The boards of examination, the military courts, and the provisions 
of the late law allowing officers to be dropped on the recommenda- 
tion of commanding generals, are operating favorably on the disci- 
pline and efficiency of the Army. Grave doubts have, however, been 
expressed by one of our most distinguished generals whether changes 
by a lawof the late session in relation to the military courts have not 
so closely assimilated them, in the necessity of referring charges and 
having them reviewed in each case by the commanding general, to 
general courts-martial as to have diminished their efficiency in facil- 
itating the dispatch of cases and promptitude of punishment. Mod- 
ification of the law in these respects is therefore respectfully suggested. 
Indeed, the mass of business cast on the reviewing authorities—the | 
commanding general, the Department, and the President—by these 
various modes of removing incompetency and punishing offenses, 
cannot be dispatched without neglecting other duties of higher import. 
The responsibilities, however, entailed are of so grave and delicate a 
character, and involve so much of personal discretion, that they can- 
not be discarded or consigned to others. Remedial legislation in 
these particulars is urgently demanded. It is with deference sug- 
gested that an officer, to be connected with the Adjutant-General’s 
Bureau, and to be designated the Judge-Advocate-General, with the 
rank at least of colonel, to be aided by assistants, one to be with the 
commanding general of each separate army in the field, with the 
rank at least of lieutenant-colonel, be authorized, whose duty it shall be 
to review in the first instance all the sentences of the military courts, 
courts-martial, and examining boards, with the right of appeal within 
a limited time, where the cases were tried in the field and the sentence 
deprived the accused of either commission or life. This appeal might 
be first to the general commanding, who might either decide it finally 
or suspend execution and refer it, through the Judge-Advocate-Gen- 
eral, to the Department, to be decided by it, or, at its discretion, sub- 
mitted to the President. In all cases not arising and tried with an 
army in the field, the review might be, in the first instance, by the 
Judge-Advocate-General, subject to the right of like appeal, when 
life or commission was the forfeiture of the sentence, to the Depart- 
ment, which should either decide or submit to the President. Of 
course, the privilege of interposing by Executive clemency, vested in 
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the President, would remain unaffected, and application in appro- 
priate form might be made tohim in all cases. By the plan proposed, 
or some similar one, all venial cases and a large proportion of grave 
ones would be disposed of without burdening the commanding gen- 
eral or the Department. So only those of special gravity would come 
to the Department, or claim the action of the President, while the 
gracious prerogative of mercy would in all be preserved to him. 
Promptitude and certainty in the disposition of all cases would be 
reconciled with due consideration and full revision. ms 

More important advantage to the service, it is believed, would result 
from the extension of the power now intrusted to the Executive, of 
assigning to commands, with temporary rank, officers of the Confed- 
erate Army, to officers likewise of the Provisional Army. The power 
has been both useful and convenient with respect to the former, and 
the considerations that recommend it apply with daily increasing force 
to officers of the Provisional Army. In the service, the power of 
promptly rewarding and advancing decided merit presents an invalua- 
ble incentive to improvement and the display of high qualities. The 
right, too, of selecting from all ranks or branches of the service, 
without. being restricted by the gradation of permanent rank, the 
officers who may have shown qualities eminently adapting them for 
special commands, must conduce greatly to the development and com- 
mand of the highest qualifications of leadership. Surprise has not 
unfrequently been felt and expressed that, though happily blessed 
with not a few generals distinguished alike by skill and success, yet 
with our armies, composed in large degree of such intelligent and cul- 
tivated men, and characterized by such high courage and proclivities 
for war, more of conspicuous ability and military genius have not 
been elicited and displayed. That these rare and inestimable gifts 
exist latent within our armies cannot be doubted, but our system, 
especially in the Provisional Army, has not been calculated to foster 
or discover them. Officers are in that army made strictly dependent 
on and confined to limited organizations in special branches of the 
service, and, whatever their peculiar qualifications, cannot be perma- 
nently assigned nor be advanced, save by the accident of promotion 
by seniority, or even on the display of distinguished valor and skill, 
except in their limited organizations. As the officers of the Provis- 
ional Army improve in experience and military attainments it becomes 
more and more important that they should not be confined to special 
branches of service, but have varied or enlarged spheres of action, so 
as to be prepared for more general commands, and that their special 
capacities should be utilized to the greatest advantage. Besides the 
benefits attained by temporary assignments, grave inconveniences 
would likewise be avoided. Alladvancements, when made, especially 
with officers not trained by military education or experience anteced- 
ent to the war, must necessarily be in large measure experimental 
and of doubtful results, and yet they are permanent, however unsuited 
or inefficient. Unless positively incompetent, the officers must remain 
in their new commands, searce equai to their duties and incapable of 
inspiring confidence or enthusiasm, and yet often by their rank over- 
shadowing or blocking the way to their superiors in all the endow- 
ments forcommand. It would have been far better to have tested, by 
temporary assignment, the qualities of the officer for the increased 
rank and command before he was irretrievably fixed in it. It is often 
found that an admirable captain proves unequal to the command of a 
regiment, or an accomplished colonel fails in the wider command of 


much suffering in some instances to officers at posts by the late law 
giving but restricting the former to one ration and allowing the lat- 
ter the privilege of purchasing only one. It is respectfully recom- 
mended that the law be so amended as to give officers in the field one 
ration, and to allow to all the privilege of purchase, subject to such 
regulations as may be imposed by the Department. This cannot pos- 
sibly result in any injury to the public service, while the object of the 
late law will be attained, which was obviously to confer a benefit and 
not work a hardship. 

In this connection it is appropriate to advert to the peculiar and 
rather anomalous provision of the existing law regulating the pay and 
allowances of general officers. No difference in these respects is 
made among them, with the sole exception (under the present excep- 
tional rates of prices of trivial effect), that to the general actually 
commanding an army in the field there is an added allowance of $100 
a month. No distinction otherwise in pay or allowances is made 
from a brigadier up to a general. As with increase of rank and com- 
mand additional expenditures and charges are imposed, the simple 
consideration of justice would demand correspondingly increased 
pay and allowances. Equality in such cases is inequity, but, in addi- 
tion, it is contrary to all experience and practice to have no consid- 
eration in compensation to increased dignity and more important 
service. <A singular illustration of the present inequity of the law is 
presented by the fact that the veteran general recently assigned to 
the duty of directing, under the President, all our armies, and required 
to incur all the expenses of a residence at the capital, is deprived of 
the additional allowance he would have had as a general commanding 
an army in the field, and receives no more than the latest brigadier. 
It is surely only right that pay and allowances should have an appro- 
priate relation to rank and extent of duties, entailing, as they must, 
larger expenditures, and it is confidently hoped that our general offi- 
cers of the more advanced grades will not longer be enforced to the 
embarrassments, privations, and destitution of attendants by which, 
under the present compensation allowed and the restrictions on the 
subject of rations, in the midst of their anxieties and high responsi- 
bilities, they are now annoyed. 

Attention is likewise called to the necessity for some adequate pro- 
vision to defray the expenses of officers traveling under orders. The 
present allowances are insufficient to bear the charges, which no econ- 
omy, or even parsimony, can avoid, and the inadequate pay of the 
officer little enables him to discharge such expenses. The simplest 
justice requires that at least the necessary expenses incurred in obe- 
dience to orders should be defrayed by the Government. 

Some provision should likewise be made to compensate the commis- 
sioners directed to be appointed by the act suspending in certain 
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cases the writ of habeas corpus. The duties are of a delicate and 
responsible character, and the compensation should be liberal enough 
to engage the services of men of high character and intelligence. 

The recent military bills increasing the range of conscription have 
engaged the constant attention and energetic efforts of the able head 
of the Conscript Bureau in their enforcement. His accompanying 
report, to which attention is invited, will exhibit results so far 
attained in recruiting the armies and at the same time explain the 
embarrassments and impediments which have hindered more rapid 
execution.* These have resulted very much from the necessity of 
examining the numerous claims presented for exemptions or details 
under the exceptions and avowed policy of the law, and from the diffi- 
eulty of commanding the class and number of assistants and officers 
for the multifarious duties cast on the Bureau. Owing to the deca- 
dence of the volunteering spirit, a large proportion of those liable to 
enrollment prefer claims of exemption or detail which justice and a 
regard for the aims avowed in the law require to be investigated and 
decided. At the same time the omission of Congress to authorize the 
appointment of officers for enrolling service and the expectation that 
officers to be retired under the invalid bill would suffice by assign- 
ment for such duties have placed the conscription service under some- 
thing like a temporary privation. The period of such transition from 
old to new agencies under the most favorable circumstances would 
have been embarrassing and retarding, but the delays have been 
increased by the necessity of awaiting the process of retiring officers 
under a contemporaneous law, which must inevitably be of slow and 
gradual execution. ven when such officers have been retired and 
can be commanded, they are new to their duties, and the retention of 
their full rank often makes it difficult to adjust them in appropriate 
relations with the few more experienced officers whom the laws had 
authorized to be appointed for the duties of conscription. This will 
readily be appreciated when it is recollected that the highest rank 
authorized for such service is that of major of a camp of instruction. 
It is earnestly recommended that power of appointing, with rank 
varying from a lieutenant to a colonel, for enrolling and for supervis- 
ing conscription in each State, a limited number of competent offi- 
cers, whether from the retired list or those having special training or 
qualifications for the duties, be conferred. The duties cast on the 
Conscript Bureau are multifarious and arduous, as well as of prime 
moment, and it surely is not unreasonable to ask the privilege of 
selecting and employing fitting instrumentalities for their accom- 
plishment. : 

Another cause of some retardation in the execution of the laws of 
conscription results, necessarily, from the persistent policy of the 
Department to rely for its regular administration on the prestige of 
law and the support of intelligent public opinion to established author- 
ity, rather than on military coercion by sustaining forces. Thus, 
instead of the forced gathering up, as with a drag net, of all that come 
within prescribed ages, there is the accorded privilege of volunteer- 
ing; thereafter enrollment, with due respect to the limitations of the 
law and the claims for exemption and details, and their appropriate 
assignment. As the regular administration of law is more tedious than 
the summary judgments of arbitrary authority, so this system sacrifices 
something of expedition to justice. But much greater advantages are, 
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rge a number of conscripts may not, under this system, be at once Ss 
thrown into the Army, yet the continuous return of deserters and = 
‘stragglers and the steady recruitment of our armies may be counted 
on to maintain and enhance their numbers and efficiency. , oe 
In natural connection with the maintenance of our armies the _ : 
_ thought is attracted to the condition of numbers of our gallant sol- 
_ diers now languishing in the prisons of the enemy. ‘The sympathies 
_ of a grateful country are fixed upon them with the deepest interest, 
_ andthe Department has but shared and responded to those feelings in 
_ making all the efforts consistent with dignity and honor for their 
_ relief and release. The protraction of their confinement has been 
due solely to the inhuman policy and perfidy of our enemies, whose 
_ Government has omitted and refused to maintain the faith pledged in 
_ the cartel of exchange. With the terms of that agreement our Gov- 
_ ernment has ever been ready and earnest to comply, and in a variety 
of modes, even by an extraordinary mission of the second officer of 
the Government, has sought to re-establish its operation or to arrange 
satisfactory measures of exchange. Its remonstrances and its over- 
tures have alike proved futile, and the Government of the United 
States must stand responsible before the world and in the sight of a 
just God for all the privations, sufferings, and loss of life by disease 
or otherwise entailed by confinement on the prisoners held on either 
side, not less on their own than on ours. The latest, among the 
_ shifts and subterfuges adopted by them to evade compliance with 
their plighted engagements, has been the selection, with the ostensible 
purpose of renewing exchanges, for the mission of treating on the 
subject with our authorities, of General Butler, the infamous author 
of so many atrocities in a former command as to have received the 
execration of the world, and to have been banned by the proclamation 
of the President with the name and character of an outlaw and a felon, 
to whom were to be extended none of the privileges of civilized war- 
fare, but whose crimes, if he came into our power, were to be visited 
with the condign punishment of an infamous death. It may well 
excite surprise and indignation that the Government of the United 
States should select, for any position of dignity and command, a man 
so notoriously stigmatized by the common sentiment of enlightened 
nations. But it is not for us to deny their right to appreciate and 
select whom they may, not inappropriately perhaps, deem a fitting 
type and representative of their power and characteristics. While 
we maintain belligerent relations with them, we must, of course, rec- 
ognize the official character of whatever officers they may empower 
to act within their own limits and within the sphere of their separate 
action. We must, therefore, recognize the fact of official position 
being held by such a character, and this was done, contemporaneous] y 
and subsequently to the issue of the President’s proclamation, by our 
generals in the field, when compelled to necessary official relations 
with the Federal commander at New Orleans; but when option can 
be exercised by ourselves, and within the limits of our own territory 
or within the control of our armies, it is neither to be expected, nor 
would it comport with the honor or dignity of the Confederacy, that 
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an outlaw and a felon should be received and admitted to the courte- 
sies or privileges of civilized warfare, or exempted from the liabilities 
of acriminal. It has held him up to the detestation of Christendom 
and obtained the answering award of moral condemnation from the 
tribunal of enlightened public sentiment everywhere. Within its 
limits, and wherever its power may enable it to execute justice, he 
has been and will be held an outlaw and a felon. To essay more 
would be mere brutwm fulmen against the criminal, yet entail incon- 
veniences to our own Government and injury to innocent victims 
of his malevolence. In this view, the Government has. sought to 
regulate its action. It has not denied the power or position, how- 
ever unworthily bestowed by his own Government on General Butler 
within their limits, but has refused to receive or admit him within 
ours. If an honest purpose of effecting exchanges, in compliance 
with the cartel or on equitable terms, be really entertained by the 
enemy, all the arrangements essential thereto may be readily attained 
consistently with the position thus justly held by our Government; 
while, if the selection was intended merely as a pretext of avoidance, 
or for the purpose of gratuitous offense, the hypocrisy of the one 
design or the malignity of the other will be exposed. Since this 
relation has been held some limited exchanges by indirect communi- 
eation have been effected, and hopes are entertained, especially in 
view of the increased number of prisoners which recent successes 
have given us, that the inhuman policy and delusive pretenses of the 
enemy will be abandoned and the equitable stipulations of the cartel 
be again acknowledged and executed. Such consummation would 
thrill with emotions of gratification the whole population of the Con- 
federacy, and bear relief and consolation to thousands of families 
throughout the land. For a fuller history and explanation of all the 
proceedings connected with the subject of exchange, reference is 
made and special attention invited to the accompanying report of Mr. 
Ould, our able commissioner of exchange. * 

Since my last report the administrative operations of the respective 
bureaus have been conducted with ability and energy by the zealous 
officers in charge. They have had many difficulties to encounter from 
the fluctuating currency; from deficiency of supplies; from the with- 
drawal of workmen and imperfect means of transportation; yet 
despite of these and other impediments, they have, in all instances, 
it is believed, not only maintained, but have rather increased the 
efficiency and success of their varied working departments. One of 
their greatest embarrassments has resulted from the law of the late 
Congress prohibiting, under severe penalties, the employment or 
continuance in employment of any liable to military duty. As the 
operations of several of the most important bureaus required assistants 
as well as officers of great activity and energy, rarely to be found 
except in the prime of life, a large number of the most trusted and 
essential employés came within the prohibited classes. To dismiss 
them at once, without breaking up, at the most critical and important 
period, the operations of the essential bureaus of Subsistence, Supply, 
and ‘Transportation, was plainly impossible. It became necessary, 
therefore, that the power of detail, which had been reposed, it is to 
be presumed, to guard against such, among other contingencies, should 
be exercised by the Department more liberally than would have been 
otherwise consistent with its views. Every exertion has, however, 
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been made to restrict the details to the narrowest limits consistent 
with the continuance of efficient service in the bureaus, and they have 


- not been made without strict scrutiny and assurance, as far as practi- 


_ cable, of their positive necessity. Instructions, too, have been given 


and efforts are being made to diminish gradually these details and to 
_ supply their places, as fast as substitutes can be found, from the 


disabled or infirm or from the reserve classes. The steadfast aim of 
the Department has been, and will continue to be, to place in our 
armies in active service every able-bodied man, liable to bear arms, 
between the ages of eighteen and forty-five. If such result be attained 
it cannot be doubted armies will be maintained as large as the resources 
of the country would, in consistency with the permanent welfare of 
the people, justify, and fully adequate to achieve and assure independ- 
ence and peace. : 

Another embarrassment in the administrative departments has 
resulted from the limitation by law to the compensation allowed to 
detailed men from the armies, who are generally skilled workmen 
or experts, and withdrawn on that account. Only $3 a day is by 
the law allowed them, and at existing inordinate rates it is, in the 
places where their duties compel their presence, simply impossible for 
them to support life, much less secure reasonable comforts or aid 
their families. What adds to the grievance is, that to the foreigners 
and others working by their sides three or four times as much com- 
pensation has to be given to retain them in their employments. Some 
additional provision for such detailed men must be made, and it is 
suggested that at least support, quarters, and clothing be secured to 
them. It is impracticable to provide them by any fixed rate of pay, 
for in our exceptional circumstances the necessary amount would vary 
largely in different localities and in brief intervals of time. In this 
connection, too, it is not inappropriate again to invoke earnestly con- 
sideration to the wholly inadequate compensation afforded to the clerks 
and employés of the Department. The financial measures of the late 
Congress, it is hoped, will, in their full development, compel reduction 
of inflated prices, but as yet they have been inoperative to afford any 
relief. Without means other than their salaries it is impossible for 
the clerks to obtain bare subsistence. They are faithful and laborious 
officers, and every consideration of justice and policy demands that 
they should receive at least a fair support. With the fluctuation of 
prices this cannot easily be secured by a moderate compensation in 
currency. Provision should be made to supply them with rations and 
clothing, or a part of the funds appropriated for their pay being 
employed in the purchase and export of cotton, they should receive a 
limited proportion, say a third or fourth, of their salaries in sterling 
exchange. é : : 

The supply departments are experiencing increased difficulties from 
the scarcity existing in considerable portions of the Confederacy, and 
from the reluctance in all to sell under the expectation of advancing 
prices. The great resource is, «nd it is feared will have for some time 
at least to be, impressment. While it is certainly most desirable this 
mode of supply should be dispensed with, or at least made as equitable 
and regular as practicable, yet facility and rapidity of execution are 
indispensable. Some features of the late law regulating impressments, 
it is suggested with deference, retard and obstruct its operation, and 
might be modified to the great convenience of the Government and 
without serious prejudice to the citizen. The requirement, too, of 
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local appraisements, without appeal to a general arbiter, seems a very 
defective mode of securing only just compensation, and is rather 
calculated to stimulate grasping desires and to foment the discontents 
which always spring from inequality and diversity of prices. Such 
appraisements, it is submitted, do not afford a fair criterion of just 
compensation under the exceptional circumstances of the Confederacy. 
A much juster rule would be the cost of production with a fair profit 
thereon, to be determined by selected officers of undoubted probity 
and intelligence. Recurrence to such system of general regulation, 
rather than to the fluctuating estimates of local appraisers, is earnestly 
recommended. Some positive provision and some regular process of 
enforcement against citizens resisting or evading impressments are 
also desirable, as the law is now almost without, the sanction of a 
penalty or a mode of legal execution. Military coercion is ever to be 
deprecated as a dependence for the administration of law. 

The expediency of the tithe tax has been fully vindicated, as it has 
proved a most valuable resource for the subsistence of the armies and 
the most acceptable form of imposition on the producers. It should 
certainly be continued, and, in my judgment, on some leading articles 
of subsistence, such as meat, wheat, rice, and products of the sugar 
cane, should be increased. Some delays have arisen in its collection 
from the lack of adequate transportation, and from the want of har- 
mony between the assessors and collectors. As the supervision of 
both classes of officers is now reposed in the same department, more 
unity of action may hereafter be expected. In the amendments made 
to the law, however, at the last session, too limited a time has, accord- 
ing to the judgment and experience of the officers charged with its 
execution, been allowed for collection before the privilege of commu- 
tation. That period is limited to five months only, within which all 
collections must be completed. With the means of transport and 
storage possessed, this is physically impracticable throughout the 
whole of the Confederacy. An extension of the period to at least 
eight months is therefore recommended. 

Under the legislation of the late Congress efficient regulations have 
been adopted to make our great staples more available for providing 
funds and sustaining our credit abroad by exportation. Adequate 
precautions have, likewise, been taken to assure, on the export of 
these leading articles of commerce, when taken out of the Confed- 
eracy for private gain, fair returns of useful supplies for the Govern- 
ment and people. The period is yet too brief to allow full realization 
of the benefits to be expected from this policy, but enough is shown 
to vindicate its wisdom and call for its maintenance. It would be at 
once a great triumph over our enemies, and not an unprofitable lesson 
to neutral nations, that the malice of the former, as exhibited in their 
futile efforts, by a pretended blockade, to cut off the commerce of the 
Confederacy, and the stolid indifference of the latter to their viola- 
tion of the law of nations and recent treaty stipulations, should, by 
the enhancement of prices consequently falling on consumers abroad, 
and especially their own people, prove the effective means of sustain- 
ing our credit and securing adequate supplies to the Confederacy. 
This is perfectly practicable by sufficient increase in the number of 
vessels, and by greater attention to affording facilities for evading 
the blockade, and rendering more directly the aid and countenance 
of the Government to the provision of the staples at the ports, and to 
the enlistment of private enterprise and capital in the trade. 
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production, they may not be employed within the Confed- 


to maintain our internal as abroad they will our external credit. 
This subject’ belongs perhaps more appropriately to another depart- 

- ment of the Administration, from whose matured thought and larger 

_ experience more reliable counsel may be obtained; but the great 
_ interest of this Department in utilizing all means of stipply and secur- 
_ ing acceptable securities for purchasing may excuse the suggestion. 

It is believed a plan might be devised by which the quantities of these 
great staples, which could be readily obtained for the Government, by 
the tithe and the exaction of the tax on them, as on gold in kind, rather 

than value, might be so disposed of as to provide a tempting mode of 
investment to capitalists, whether at home or abroad, and thus assure 
large available means for meeting the disbursements of the war, 

without the further issue of a redundant currency. : 

Of all the difficulties encountered by the administrative bureaus, 
perhaps the greatest has been the deficiency in transportation. With 
the coasting trade cut off and the command by the enemy, through 
their naval superiority, of all our great rivers, reliance for internal 
trade and communication has been necessarily on the railroads. 
These were never designed nor provided with means for the task 
now incumbent upon them. They have, besides, suffered much from 
inability to command the supplies of iron, implements, and machinery 
they habitually imported, and from many sacrifices and losses in the 
war. The deficiency of skilled labor has also been a great embar- 
rassment, even in requisite repairs. It is impossible they can be 
maintained in efficiency, or that even the leading lines can be kept 
up, without the direct aid and interposition of the Government. 
Some of the shorter and least important roads must be sacrificed and 
the iron and machinery taken for the maintenance of the leading lines 
and for the construction of some essential and less exposed interior 
links of connection. They will also have to be supplied with sterling 
funds, or means of exporting our staples to command them, and facil- 
ities of purchasing and importing necessary supplies of machinery 
and the like. The Government will have to assist, by the construction 
of cars and locomotives, and to give facilities for procuring labor, 
and especially skilled labor, oftentimes even by details from the Army, 
in which, during the first stagnation of business attendant on the war, 
a very large proportion of the machinists and mechanics entered. It 
is recommended that by appropriate legislation aids in these various 
modes be authorized. In return for such privileges full command 
over all the resources and means of transport possessed by the roads 
whenever needed for the requirements of the Government should be 
established. It may be, indeed is, believed now to be absolutely 
essential for the support of leading armies that on certain lines all 
the means of transport that can be commanded should be exacted. 
The roads should be run under unity of management, without refer- 
ence to their local limits or separate schedules, and with the rolling- 
stock possessed by all, or which can be drawn from other sources. 
There should be the full power of commanding all this, and at the 
same time of requiring the continued service, as far as needed, of all 
officers and employés of the roads, so that there should not be even 
temporary (which might be fatal) delay or embarrassment in conduct- 
ing the transportation. There should be also the power of at once 
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taking possession of and removing the iron on roads which must 
be sacrificed to maintain or construct others more essential, leaving 
the just compensation and all other questions of possible litigation 
to be settled by subsequent equitable and satisfactory processes of 
investigation and decision. The delays incident to previous settle- 
ment, often by vexed litigation, are fatal to the imperative uses which 
demand the sacrifice, and if permitted local and private interests will 
almost invariably invite them. No reflection is intended on the zeal 


or patriotism of the officers or members of these railroad companies. | 


On the contrary, it is gratefully acknowledged that they have gener- 
ally manifested a most commendable disposition to meet the require- 
ments of the Government, and to make even large sacrifices for the 
common cause. Still, the measure of sacrifice which the need 
demands is dimmed to their perception by special interests, and is 
not unfrequently too great to be acquiesced in without the exhaus- 
tion of all means of procrastination and prevention. The boards of 
directors, too, where they would individually make the required sacri- 
fice, feel constrained, by conscientious regard for their representative 
trust, to interpose all the obstruction and delays in their power. As 
the immediate possession and use of the iron in such cases is a press- 
ing necessity, no alternative appears to exist but to give the power of 
seizure in the first instance, with the fullest precaution for after lib- 
eral settlement, and it is earnestly recommended this be done. 

The distance and difficulty of communication cause imperfect 
knowledge of the transactions in the Trans-Mississippi Department 
since my last report, yet operations there are in the main believed to 
have been scarcely less encouraging and successful than on the east- 
ern side of the river. It is true that under the pressure of superior 
numbers, from strategic considerations mainly, our forces retired from 
Little Rock, and have allowed the enemy to advance to considerable 
distances in the interior of Arkansas; but in such movements they 
expose themselves to imminent hazards, and will probably have only 
been lured to more complete destruction. Similar tactics in the war 
of our Revolution achieved the decisive triumphs of Saratoga and 
Yorktown, and the remembrance of these glorious results should 
enable the people overrun to endure the many sacrifices such policy 
of withdrawal must entail. 

In Texas and Louisiana the invasions of the past winter have either 
accomplished ridiculously small results, in comparison with the for- 
midable commands employed, or have been successfully repelled. In 
Western Louisiana especially the various advances of the enemy into 
the interior have met from our forces, under the skillful leadership of 
General Taylor, repeated and signal discomfitures. Of the most for- 
midable of their invasions, attempted apparently for the subjugation 
of the whole country by several converging columns of their land 
forces, aided by a formidable fleet of gun-boats on the river, we are 
as yet imperfectly acquainted with results, as the wise policy of our 
able commander has withdrawn the scene of conflict to the far inte- 
rior. We have only meager and glozing accounts through the journals 
of the enemy, yet they suffice to show reiterated disasters sustained 
and afford grounds for sanguine hope to us that they have met the 
retribution of fearful losses and may have been entirely captured or 
destroyed. Another San Jacinto may signalize the annals of the 
southwest and illustrate the fearful risk to an invading army of 
pressing, with the purpose of subjugation, to the interior defenses 
of a free and gallant people. 


abundant productions of this fertile region have fortunately 
precluded all deficiencies of supplies for subsistence to either the 
armies or the people. In this respect they are fully provided. Their 
needs are rather of munitions and manufactured stores. Even before 
_ the interruption of communication with the east efficient means had 
_ been adopted for the establishment of foundries, arsenals, and manu- 
facturing establishments of various kinds and for the development of 
the mineral and other internal resources of the country. These 
efforts have been since pressed with increased vigor and with most 
creditable success. No long time will elapse before, in all material 
respects, the Trans-Mississippi Department will be made self-sustain- 
ing for war. Meantime, most liberal contracts and all other practi- 
cable measures have been adopted to afford them requisite supplies 
by importation of arms, munitions, and quartermaster’s stores. 
These have been at least partially successful, and have met the most 
pressing wants. The deficiency most to be deplored is of a full sup- 
ply of arms, and this has resulted from no want of foresight or exer- 
tion on the part of the Government, but from casual miscarriages 
and unexpected and most unjustifiable seizures of large cargoes by 
neutral powers. The subsequent rendition of them, with acknowl- 
edgment of error, at distant points, by no means remedied the mis- 
chiefs the injustice had inflicted. Notwithstanding the frustration 
in this way of well-concerted arrangements for supplies of arms and 
munitions, others have been rewarded with success, and measures 
now in train of execution, it is confidently hoped, will soon remove 
existing deficiencies. It is not improbable this has been already more 
speedily and effectively accomplished by the triumph of our arms and 
the capture of the abundant stores of the enemy. It is certainly 
mortifying to think that brave men are kept from the field, when 
their all is staked, by the want of arms; yet, if they can be supplied 
by the spoils of victory, they will find, in their equipment, at once 
encouragement and an inspiration of generous emulation to gallant 
achievements. They will know, too, the value of their arms and 
how they should be both guarded and used. 

The legislation of the late Congress for the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment was both liberal and provident. Provision was made for the 
peculiar needs incident to its comparative isolation from the super- 
vision of the central Government and all the agencies of a partially 
independent government were authorized. In the same. spirit has 
been the action of the Executive. Added rank and dignity have been 
bestowed upon the able commander and administrator at its head, and 
to him have been intrusted the full measure of executive powers, which, 
under our constitutional system, could be exercised by other than 
the President. Thus, full confidence has been manifested by both 
branches of the Government in his fidelity, capacity, and judgment, 
and all the incentives to effort and all the means of accomplishment 
which could be commanded have been imparted. It is not doubted 
such unusual trusts are merited and will be justified in their exercise, 
and that continuing confidence and sanction to his administration of 
affairs will be assured by its happy results. Accounts concur in 
representing him as enjoying likewise the esteem and confidence 
of the people of the department. They, notwithstanding the sacri- 
fices and losses to which they have necessarily been subjected, are 
believed to be resolute, hopeful, and reliant both on themselves and 
their leaders. Portions of their country may be overrun or tempo- 
rarily occupied by the hosts of their unscrupulous foes, but they 
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know that with the resources in men and means and the advantages 
for defense of their extensive department, employed with energy and 
skill, the attempt to subdue a people as brave and determined as 
themselves is one of folly and madness. They endure with fortitude 
their temporary ills, await with patience the hour of approaching ret- 
ribution, and anticipate with confidence the overthrow of their hate- 
ful enemies and their final disgraceful expulsion or destruction. In 
view of the means at command, the invincible spirit of the people, 
the skill of their leaders, and the approved prowess of their soldiers, 
the Trans-Mississippi Department may be regarded as, no less than 
the States of the Confederacy east, prepared against the utmost 
efforts of their malignant enemies for successful defense, and assured 
of ultimate triumph. . 

Attention is invited to the accompanying report of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs.* Credit is due to that officer for the dangers 
and privations he has endured in twice visiting the distant abodes of 
the Indian tribes. His presence and influence among them have 
proved salutary in affording encouragement and maintaining fidelity. 
It is important they should be dealt with in a spirit of consideration 
and liberality. They should not suffer from the changes which have 
been made in our financial system, the necessity and wisdom of which 
they cannot be expected to have foreseen or now to understand. The 
recommendation, therefore, by the Commissioner of timely legisla- 
tion to authorize substitution of the new currency for the old, without 
loss to them, is approved and seconded. The great body of the 
Indians, notwithstanding their losses, are attached to the Confeder- 
acy and confident in its fortunes, and with reasonable consideration 
for their peculiar wants and feelings may easily be retained in amity 
and fidelity. 

We have now entered upon the fourth year of the war, and the end 
is not yet. Originating in the wrong and perfidy of our enemies, it 
is continued through their rage and hate. We have asked and seek 
only peace and separation from them. They profess to enforce a 
detested union, and wage really a war of conquest and extermination. 
Prostrating their own Constitution and surrendering their liberties, 
they are intent only to crush ours. A campaign of momentous events 
is impending on us. For it our people stand prepared and resolute. 
Nor have their representatives proved unworthy exponents of their 
indomitable purpose and self-sacrificing patriotism. The measures 
of the late Congress, considered as a combined system, are character- 
ized by high resolve and enlarged statesmanship. They concentrate 
the energies and resources and command the men and property of the 
Confederacy in larger measure than have ever been done by any 
government. The whole male population capable of arms, from 
seventeen to fifty, are either marshaled to the field or organized in 
reserves, ready to be summoned. One-third of the currency of the 
Confederacy has been annulled, and taxation of unprecedented 
amount has been exacted from all values. One-tenth of productions 
in kind has been claimed without pay, and besides, the residue and 
all property has been subjected to seizure and conversion for publie 
use at moderate rates of just compensation. The railroads, the great 
means of internal trade and communication, are made primarily sub- 
servient to the necessities of Government. Even the great writ of 
personal liberty is suspended in cases requisite to preclude evasion 
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tary service, or to repress uprising is- 
oyalty. In short, by their representatives, the people, not reluc-— 
tantly, but eagerly and fearful rather of shortcoming than excess, 

ve, through regular constitutional action, commanded for their — 

untry and its cause the labor, property, and lives of all. In the 

- consciousness of such devotion and sacrifice to a righteous cause they 

_ may well feel reliant and indomitable, and await with constancy and 

_ faith the shock of coming battle. They have, too, much to encourage 
and every incentive to nerve and animate. Our enemies exhibit 
unmistakable evidences of despondeney, of approaching bankruptcy, 
and internal convulsion. They will be, during the year, in the throes 
of intense political struggle, distracted beyond all precedent by the - 
jars and strifes of acrimonious factions contending for the prize of 
almost despotic power and madly extravagant expenditure. To a 
large proportion of their people, and among them the wisest and the 
best, the vile faction who are the authors and prosecutors of the war 
are scarce less odious than to ourselves, and with nearly as much 
reason, since its triumph is the practical subversion of their Consti- 
tution and laws, and the precursor of speedy destruction to their, as 
surely as to our, liberties. If any redemption remains to the people 

of the United States from the wickedness and madness that have 
urged them to this war, it can only be by recurrence to the principles 
of self-government in the people of the States and to the counsels of 
peace. ‘ 

All the indications of the incipient campaign, too, are auspicious 
and inspiring. Cheering accounts of successes greet us from every 
quarter of the Confederacy. Since the penning of the first pages of 
this report the notes of decisive victory, imperfectly heard from the 
remote confines of the trans-Mississippi, have been swollen by the 
acclaim from Padueah and Fort Pillow, and have culminated in the 
shouts of complete triumph at the brilliant achievements of a young 
and rising general of North Carolina on his native soil. Many minor 
successes contribute to justify grateful exultation, but all should fail 
to excite presumption, and only animate to greater effort and to hum- 
bler trust in the blessing of Heaven on our arms. 

The greatest incentive yet remains. Our only outlet to existence 
and safety is through the portals of victory. We have burned the 
ships behind us. It will not do to fail. Subjected to the hate and 
brutality of our malignant foes, to what depths of penury, misery, 
and baseness should we not be crushed? Our Confederacy would be 
extinct; our States broken up; our institutions, social and industrial, 
uprooted, and our people stripped of property, liberty, and all rights, 
now and in coming generations, the thralls of Yankees and their 
allied hordes of miscreant foreigners, held to the tasks of drudgery 
and infamy by the insolent ministry of our slaves in arms. No con- 
quered people would have ever writhed under such masters, nor have 
been steeped in such bitterness and infamy. For this end, shall we 
have made such priceless sacrifices of blood and treasure, and done 
and dared as our Army and people have in this war? Shall the hosts 
of our gallant dead—our ‘‘noble army of martyrs”—in vain have 
attested with their lives the sacredness and truth of their country’s 
cause? Are they to live in memory not enshrined amid the halo of 
fame for the inspiration and reverence of future generations, but 
branded for warning and execration, with the lasting stigma of a 
rebel’s name and a traitor’s fate? Are the thousands and tens of 
thousands of the invalided, the scarred and maimed heroes.of this 
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war, instead of being followed through life with the homage of honor 
and gratitude, to drag out a wretched existence, the conspicuous 
objects of detestation, obloquy, and contempt? Shall we and ours, 
from the honored sires and beloved mothers to the maiden in her purity 
or the prattling innocent, with all our homes and means, be the vic- 
tims or prey of Yankee insolence, cupidity, and hate? We cannot, in 
sober verity, afford to be conquered. Such existence offers no boon 
to tempt nor consolation to reconcile. In contrast, on the other hand, 
through the vista of no distant time, see the Confederacy of our 
choice established in power and dignity; our States in the benignant 
exercise of acknowledged sovereignty; the courage and virtue of our 
people tested and approved; our institutions, social and industrial, 
vindicated and freed from the malignant intermeddling of fanatic or 
insidious enemies, confirmed on the basis that so. happily reconciles 
capital with labor and harmonizes dependence with protection, and 
the desolated homes and ravaged fields of our favored land restored 
and flourishing under the benignant smiles of peace and plenty. Let 
our people ‘‘look on this picture, and then on that,” and choose. For 
it is a matter only of choice and the will to fulfill it. We have 
the numbers, the resources, and the means adequate to our certain 
redemption and triumph if only they be commanded, concentrated, 
and wielded with energy and unity by the will of a people unalterably 
fixed never to succumb, but to prefer release in the grave and refuge 
with God to the horrors and infamy of lasting slavery. We have 
only to act in this spirit, and humbly confiding in the favor of Heaven, 
we may be assured no distant day will witness the confusion and dis- 
comfiture of our enemies and the permanent attainment to us and 
our posterity, through the achievements of victory, of peace, freedom, 
and independence. 
Respectfully submitted. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, Ga., April 28, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant-General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I feel it my duty to state to you that the number of the 
reserve corps is likely to fall below the estimate, as well as the reason 
for it. It is attributable to the course of the Governor of Georgia. 
If Governor Brown had complied with the requirements of the law of 
Congress and exempted those only who were necessary for the proper 
administration of the State government, we should have had several 
thousand more men in the service than we can get under his proclama- 
tion. That you may be fully apprised of what he has done I herewith 
inclose a copy of his exemption proclamation and a copy of a letter 
I addressed him on the subject, to which I have received no reply. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding, &e. 
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LE OF GEORGIA: gli Mica ite 
imber of letters are being received at this department 
1at_ civil and military officers of this State are exempt 
ederate conscription, which makes the labor of answering 
rdensome, I adopt this mode of giving a general reply. 

Congress of the Confederate States, prior to the session of the _ 

eral Assembly last winter, had by act left it to the Legislatures of 

e respective States to say what State officers should be exempt from _ 

nscription, and our Legislature passed the following joint resolution, 

hich was approved December 14, 1863: 

__-—-~Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia in response to the law 

of the Confederate Congress inviting the several States to specify what State officers 

shall be exempt from conscription, That all civil and military officers of this 

State shall be so exempt. Ary 

The late act of Congress, known as the military act, exempts the 
members of the State Legislature and such other State officers as the 

Governors of the respective States may certify to be necessary for the 

proper administration of the State government. 

In conformity to the resolution of the General Assembly, I have cer- 
tified to the President that I claim as exempt all civil and military 
officers of this State. This embraces the judges of supreme court of 
this State and their clerk and deputy clerk, reporter and deputy 
reporter; all judges of the superior courts and one clerk and deputy 
elerk in each county, with one sheriff, one deputy sheriff, and one 
jailer for each county, with an additional deputy in each county 
embracing the larger cities, if the sheriff will file his affidavit that 
the services of such second deputy are actually necessary to enable 
him to discharge the duties of his office faithfully and promptly. The 
justices of the inferior court of each county, with their clerk and 
deputy clerk; the ordinary and his deputy clerk, all justices of the 
peace, and all lawful constables; all tax collectors, receivers of tax 
returns, county treasurers, county surveyors, and coroners; all mayors 
of cities and aldermen or councilmen who are made by the act of 
incorporation ex officio justices of the peace or State officers; all finan- 
cial agents appointed by the Governor to aid in carrying into execu- 
tion the laws of this State for the exportation of cotton and the impor- 
tation of clothing and other supplies for Georgia soldiers in service, 
and the importation of cotton cards and articles necessary for the 
repair of the State road; the judge, clerk, and sheriff of each city 
court, and all officers and necessary employés of the State road; 
one notary public for each county, if appointed as the statute requires 
prior to this date; all state-house officers and the secretaries and 
clerks employed in each department; the staff officers of the Gov- 
ernor, including the adjutant and inspector general and his assist- 
ants; the aides-de-camp, the quartermaster, and commissary-general 
and their necessary assistants; the officers and cadets of the Georgia 
Military Institute, who together are made by law the engineer corps 
of this State; the chief of ordnance, and the superintendent and 
employés of the State armory under him, and all commissioned offi- 
cers of the newly organized militia of this State, including the sur- 
geons appointed under the act. The militia officers as well as the 
civil are protected from the date of their election. -The militia 
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officers under the old organization are protected by law till their com- 
missions are suspended, which takes place in each senatorial district 
so soon as the Governor issues his order to that effect, which is to be 
done in ten days after the new organization in the district is com- 
pleted. The officers and guards of the penitentiary, the officers and 
employés of the cotton card factory in Milledgeville. 

If I have omitted any officer whom the law makes it my duty to 
protect, the fact will be made public when the omission is discovered. 

As some of the enrolling officers in this State, from ignorance of 
their duty or disregard of the orders of their superiors, assume to 
command the officers of the State, and to sit in judgment upon the 
legality of their commissions, all the above-mentioned officers are 
hereby notified that the enrolling officers have no jurisdiction over 
them, and they will obey no orders from any Confederate officer. If 
they are seized by force and carried from their homes they will at 
once notify me of the fact. 

Upon the demand of the enrolling officer, it will be the duty of each 
State officer to exhibit his commission if he has it with him; if not, to 
get and exhibit it in a reasonable time. In case of deputy sheriffs, 
deputy clerks, jailers, and constables, the law provides that the order 
of appointment by the person or court having the power of appoint- 
ment shall constitute the commission. 

The enrolling officers have no jurisdiction to try the legality of a 
commission issued from this department or from the court or person 
in whom the law vests the power to give commissions. In case any 
doubt arises as to the legality of a commission held by any person, or 
the enrolling officer has reason to suspect that it is a forgery, or 
that the holder is practicing any other imposition, such enrolling offi- 
cer is respectfully invited to forward a statement of the facts to me 
at this place, and I will inform him promptly whether the person 
claiming to be an officer is such in fact, and will afford him every 
facility in my power to arrest any person who may have escaped 
under such false pretext. If the enrolling officers will adopt this 
course there will be no reason for conflict or misunderstanding. 

In case of deputy sheriffs and deputy clerks of the several counties, 
the law does not limit the principal sheriff or clerk to a single deputy, 
but authorizes him to appoint ‘‘deputies.” As I am satisfied, how- 
ever, that one deputy is quite sufficientin any county, unless it may be 
in the office of sheriff in the larger cities, and that some of the eoun- 
ties may not need a deputy at all, I have thought that I carry out 
in its spirit, if not in its letter, the resolution of the Legislature when 
I refuse to protect more than one deputy for each clerk and sheriff in 
each county, except in case of the sheriffs of the counties embracing 
the larger cities, who upon their oaths declare that a second deputy is 
necessary, aS above provided. 

T regret to learn that able-bodied young men have in some cases 
been elected to inferior county, district, or militia offices to the exelu- 
sion of old men competent to fill the places; but as the constitution 
and laws give me no control over the decisions of the people in such 
cases, and no right to interfere with them in the exercise of the elect- 
ive franchise, I have no discretion, but am obliged to commission 
those who are legally elected, and under the general rule of law am 
obliged to extend to them the same protection which is afforded to 
other commissioned officers. I know of individual cases where I 
regret this necessity imposed by a general rule of law, and would give 
the office to older men over whom they have succeeded, and send them 
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JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 

; Macon, April 21, 1864. 

His Excellency JoserH E. Brown, 
Governor, &c., Milledgeville, Ga.: 


Str: I have been assigned by the President to the command of the 
Georgia reserve force to be organized under the late act of Congress, 
calling the men between seventeen and eighteen and forty-five and 
fifty into the service. Impelled by both duty and feeling I desire to 
make this force as efficient as possible. We are pressed on all sides 
by the overwhelming numbers of the enemy, and our own State is 
threatened both on the sea-board and the northwest. At no time since 
the war began has-there existed so urgent a necessity for calling into 
the field every man capable of serving the country, and whose sery- 
ices are not more valuable at home than inthe field. It is only neces- 
sary to state the proposition to receive your responsive approval. In 
your recent address to the people of Georgia, of the 9th instant, 
declaring who are exempt from military service, I find the following 
paragraph: 

I regret to learn that able-bodied young men havein some cases been elected to 
inferior county, district, or militia offices to the exclusion of old men competent 
to fill the places; but as the constitution and laws give me no control over the 
decisions of the people in such cases, and noright to interfere with them in the 
exercise of the elective franchise, E have no discretion, but am obliged to commis- 
sion those who are legally elected, and under the general rule of law am obliged 
to extend to them the same protection which is afforded to other commissioned 
officers. I know of individual cases where I regret this necessity imposed by a 
general rule of law, and would give the office to older men over whom they have 
succeeded, and send them to the Army if I could do so in the legal discharge of 
my duty. ButI must yield to the choice of those who have the right to make 
the selection. 


This expression of feeling authorizes the conclusion that Your Excel- 
leney desires to place in the military service of the country all that 
class whom you regret to find avoiding their duty by holding State 
commissions, but whose presence at home is not required for any 
State service. This class I fear is large, and with Your Excellency’s 
co-operation I think can be withdrawn from their official retreats, and 
be brought into the service of their country, where their presence is 
called for by every consideration of duty and patriotism. 

Allow me to call your attention to the language of the act of Con- 
gress under which these exemptions are made. It is as follows: 

The Vice-President of the Confederate States, the members and officers of Con- 
gress, and of the several State Legislatures, and such other Confederate and State 


officers as the President or the Governors of the respective States may certify to 
be necessary for the proper administration of the Confederate or State govern- 


ments, as the case may be. 


You will perceive that Congress intended that those, and those only, 
should be exempted whom the Governors of the respective States may 
certify to be necessary for the proper administration of the State 
governments. I submit that the sweeping exemption of all civil and 
military officers of the State was never contemplated for a moment 


in the passage of this act; if so, the law could have so declared; but 
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the object was to enable the Governor of each State to retain all who, 
in his judgment, were necessary for the administration of the State 
government. Hence the law, reposing confidence in the sound judg- 
ment and patriotic devotion of the State Executives, put these exemp- 
tions under the control of the Governor, whose certificate was alone 
required to authorize the exemption. If Iam right in this view of 
the subject I should respectfully ask Your Excellency to consider 
whether all the officers exempted under your certificate are necessary 
for the proper administration of the State government. Allow me to 
allude to some of these officers in detail. = 

First. The number of sheriffs and their deputies, clerks of the 
superior and inferior courts and their deputies. The business of the 
courts is almost entirely suspended, and I seriously doubt if there is 
a county in Georgia where a single deputy is required in either of 
these offices. Sheriffs require a jailer in each county, but beyond 
that none of them have the least use for a deputy. In these two 
offices of sheriffs and clerks of courts there -are probably over 400 
deputies not needed at home for the business of their offices. 

Second. There are in Georgia over 2,000 justices of the peace and 
over 1,000 constables. I think I may safely say that one justice of 
the peace can do all the business of any district in the State, and one- 
fourth of the constables could do all that appertains to that office. 
Could not all these offices be as well filled by men over fifty, and by 
not exempting any justice of the peace or constable of military age? 
I am sure no injury would be done to this branch of the State service, 
whilst the ranks of our Army would be considerably increased. I 
have been informed of districts where there has not been a justice of 
the peace for several years, but to obtain exemptions these offices 
have been sought and are now filled by men both liable and capable 
of doing military duty. 

Third. The number of militia officers commissioned in the late 
organization of the active militia of Georgia is unknown to me, but 
from the best data in my possession I say they exceed 3,000, inelud- 
ing field and staff officers and company officers. As all the men com- 
posing the active militia have been transferred to the Confederate 
service, I do not see that their services are required for the proper 
administration of the State government. I would respectfully sug- 
gest that when the militia over fifty and under seventeen are called 
out there will be found in their number those qualified to fill all the 
offices without withholding from the service for that purpose the 
able-bodied young men who now hold commissions as military officers. 
I do not know what proportion of the officers to whom I have alluded 
are between the ages of seventeen and fifty, but I am quite sure the 
State service would not suffer any grievous injury if all such were 
put into the regular military service of the country. There are 
doubtless other officers of the State with whom, and their necessity 
for State service, Your Excellency is better acquainted than I am. 
My object is to call your attention to all who at this trying and crit- 
ical juncture can be induced or required to come forward and stand 
by their brethren in arms, in the defense of the rights and liberties 
of our State and Confederacy. I am aware that the Legislature at its 
late session resolved ‘‘That all civil and military officers of this State 
shall be exempt.” ‘To this, however, I would respectfully reply that 
the act of Congress did not submit this question to the respective 
Legislatures, but to the respective Governors, for decision, and I insist 
that the Legislature could not require the Governor to give a certifi- 
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that such was the case. iy 

ax your conscience with a certificate whic 
ntry had submitted to your own decision. If, there- 
, as I infer from your published address is your _ 
sure every intelligent and patriotic man in the _ 
gree with you in saying, that all of these officers are not 
the proper administration of the State government, I~ 
submit that you would render the country great benefit by so modify- 

ing your certificate as to limit the exemption to those officers who are 

necessary to the proper administration of the State government, and 

_ allow and require all others to go into the military service of the 
country. I feel quite sure from my knowledge of the members.of the 
_ Legislature that they did not contemplate such a result from their 
action as it now appears is likely to follow. Your action, I feel confi- 
_ dent, in giving to the military service of the country all not necessary 
for the administration of the State government, will give to the mem- 
bers of the Legislature, in common with your fellow-citizens generally, 
real and sincere gratification. 

It is to be regretted that the condition of the country demands so 

large a withdrawal of its population from the ordinary pursuits of 
life, but this is a necessity which cannot be avoided, however much 
; it may be deplored. Besides, it is not justices of the peace, deputy 
sheriffs, clerks, and militia officers who are needed at home, but 
farmers and mechanics, and it is far better that as many of the latter 
and as few of the former as possible be withheld from service, as just 
as the number of sinecure deputies and militia officers at home 
increases, so the necessity for calling into the field more of our farm- 
ers and mechanics is increased. As it is important that the reserve 
force should be efficiently organized at the earliest possible day, I 
request your early attention to the subject. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HOWELL COBB, ° 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS FOR EAST LOUISIANA, . 
Mobile, Apri 28, 1864. 
Col. JOHN S. PRESTON, 
Superintendent of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: 

COLONEL: I have the honor to state that I have temporarily estab- 
lished my office at this place. I have received reports from some of 
my officers exhibiting the fact that conscription in East Louisiana 
has thus far proved a failure. This failure arises not for the want of 
material upon which to operate, for such material is there and can be 
made available, but is entirely owing to the laxity and irregularities 
of officers sent there. They have been subject to no control; they 
have not been established at any regular posts; they have been fur- 
nished with none of the laws and orders touching conscription; they 
have not been paid since they entered the State; they have not been 
supplied with blanks, books, or stationery, and, in short, had they 
been disposed to exercise industry and energy, they could have 
accomplished nothing without organization as prescribed by your 
Bureau and an efficient and recognized head of the department. I 
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have already taken steps with a view of bringing about this organiza- 
tion, and I am encouraged in the belief that out of the disorder that 
has spread itself throughout Eastern Louisiana, system and order ean 
be inaugurated and that portion of our country brought within the 
influence and control of your Bureau. I deem it most important that 
I repair at the earliest practical moment to my field of action, and 
earnestly though respectfully urge that a quartermaster and commis- 
sary be sent me at this place as soon as possible. I cannot enter upon 
the discharge of my duties without them, and will therefore wait at 
this point for them to report tome. In the absence of a disbursing 
officer I have the honor to inclose an estimate* for funds required in 
my department. I would be glad if it could be referred to the officer 
designated by the Quartermaster-General as my quartermaster. I need 
not repeat how absolutely essential it is that in a country where towns 
are few, where there are no post quartermasters and commissaries, 
that the quartermaster of our bureau should come to us prepared to 
supply the wants of the department. 

Asking your indulgence for the earnest manner in which I repre- 
sent my wants, 

I have the honor to be, colonel, your most obedient servant, 
FRANK CLARKE, 
Major and Commandant. 


[First indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., May 25, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Col. J. S. Preston, superintendent, with 
the recommendation that application be made for the assignment of 
a quartermaster to report to Major Clarke for duty. 
JOHN CLAIBORNE, 
Major and Quartermaster in Charge, Bureau of Conscription. 


[Second indorsement. | 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, May 25, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Quartermaster-General, with the request 
that a quartermaster be assigned to duty with Maj. Frank Clarke as 
soon as possible. 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 31, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General with 
the recommendation that Capt. Israel Gibbon, assistant quartermas- 
ter, be ordered to report to Maj. Frank Clarke, commandant of con- 
scripts for Kast Louisiana, for assignment to duty. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General. 


* Not found. 


led. 
le able to provide Mr. Sharp with the ean 
oe for a lp he baal 


is likely to bea aieeeaion of some of the shipping which’ has aa 
gone to Nassau to Bermuda, between the apprehension of 
S as to quarantine, and the action recently taken by the Goy- 
ment in chartering certain steamers to go to Bermuda, so as to 
move some of the freight which has accumulated at that point. 
t the department know as time goes on what effect all this may 
have on your facilities for shipping. Is freight ever paid on quarter- 
master’s stores from Nassau in sterling? 
_ Youcan consign any goods going to Mobile to Major Barnewall and 
such as go to Charlotte to Captain Crafts, the depot officers at those 
points. — “Major Hirsch, at Savannah, will receive anything that may 
reach that point. 
By order of Quartermaster-General: 


W. B. B. CROSS, 
Mayor and Quartermaster. 


[Inclosure.] 


Memorandum of shipments of cotton to Nassau, 1863. 
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GENERAL ORDERS ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 44. ' Richmond, April 29, 1864. _ 

I. The number of general staff officers, and the grade of each, 
allowed io the several commands in the field are established as 
follows: 

1. To an army composed of two or more corps: A senior assistant 
adjutant and inspector general, and an assistant adjutant and 
inspector general, not to exceed the grade of colonel, each of whom 
may have two assistant adjutant and inspector generals, one not to 
exceed the grade of lieutenant-colonel, and the other of major. One 
of the assistants to the senior assistant adjutant and inspector gen- 
eral, selected with a view to his special qualifications for the duty, 
will be charged with the examination of court-martial records. <A 
surgeon as medical director, who may be assisted, by one other sur- 
geon. A surgeon as medical inspector. 

2. To an army corps: A senior assistant adjutant and inspector 
general, and an assistant adjutant and inspector general, not to 
exceed the grade of lieutenant-colonel, each of whom may have one 
assistant adjutant and inspector general, not to exceed the grade of 
major. A surgeon as medical director and inspector. 

3. To a division: A senior assistant adjutant and inspector general, 
and an assistant adjutant and inspector general, not to exceed the 
grade of major. A surgeon as chief surgeon and inspector, who will 
also have charge of the field infirmary. 

4. Toa brigade: An assistant adjutant and inspector general, of 
the grade of captain. A brigade quartermaster and a brigade com- 
missary, each of the grade of major, as now authorized by law. The 
senior surgeon will act as brigade surgeon and inspector. He will 
also have charge of the field infirmary, and perform at the same time 
his duties as regimental surgeon. 

5. Each general officer will have the aides-de-camp allowed by law— 
one for a brigadier-general and two for all other general officers. 

6. Cavalry divisions and brigades may each have an assistant adju- 
tant and inspector general, not to exceed the grade of major, in addi- 
tion to the number allowed infantry divisions and brigades. 

II. Senior assistant adjutant and inspector generals and assistant 
adjutant and inspector generals may be required to alternate their 
duties. 

Ili. The number and grade of the preceding general staff officers 
attached to the headquarters of a military department will be assim- 
ilated, according to the above scale, to the number of troops consti- 
tuting the military force in the department. Special assignments in 
addition may be made by the War Department when the extent of 
country and nature and scope of duties may require it. 

AV. The assistant adjutant and inspector generals will not be of 
higher grade than is herein designated. Should the general prefer 
an officer having a lower grade, he may be assigned to duty with the 
command. 

V. General officers will report to the Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral all officers of the several staff departments now serving in their 
respective commands, and will at the same time recommend for reas- 
signment such as may be required under the provisions of this order. 

VI. Allassignments of general staff officers will be made by order 
from this office, and they will not be changed except by like authority. 

VII. Commands will not be allowed a greater number of staff 
officers than is herein established; nor will officers of the line be 


transmis: 


:. _— od, ec ae 
and guides (authorized in General Orders, No. 17, last series) will be 


eneral officers, who will announce them in orders as 


: 


ited to convey their instructions and other communi- 


i. by 
sons accre 
ations. 

__ VHT. Vacancies will be filled by selection from the officers of the 
department in which they occur. 

aa IX. These orders being confined to the general staff proper, the 
organization of the other departments will not be affected by them. 
___ X. Promotions in the general staff of the Army will be by selec- 
_ tion and not by seniority, except in cases of known competency for 
_ higher grade. 
By order: 


3 S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


__[ApRIL 29, 1864.—For Anderson to Brent, in reference to execution 
of impressment law in East Tennessee, see Series I, Vol. XXXII, 
Part III, p. 847.] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, April 29, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office: 


GENERAL: After a full conference with Colonel Mallett, comman- 
dant of conscripts, and on examination of the reports of his enrolling 
officers in different parts of the State, Iam pained to report that there 
__ ismuch disaffection in many of the counties, which, emboldened by the 
absence of troops, is being organized in some places to resist enroll- 

ing officers and persecute and prey upon the loyal and true citizens. 
At present my orders do not authorize me to act, as the reserve force 
is as yet without organization. I therefore respectfully suggest that 
my powers be extended so as to enable me to use any troops that may 
be available for the suppression of this insurrectionary spirit; and 
further, that in organizing the reserve force that I be authorized to 
separate the two classes, and as far as I may find necessary call the 
junior class (7. e., from seventeen to eighteen) into immediate service. 
This will take but little from the agricultural interest, and that little 
will be more than counterbalanced by the quiet and confidence inci- 
dent to the security it will give to those that remain. An early answer 
is respectfully requested. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
Tieutenant- General. 
[First indorsement. ] 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 3, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
Peo ACUAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
[Second indorsement. | 
APRIL [May] 5, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg for his consideration and 
counsel. 
23 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 
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I had supposed it would be more judicious to mingle the youths of 
seventeen and eighteen with the older men. This, however, had refer- 
ence rather to the morale and management of the former than to the 
individual interests to which aneiry eis: refers. There 

itional troops available for the service recommended. 
suppose, no additiona p eA SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


[Third indorsement.] 


May 29, 1864, 


Special instructions have been given about calling out the reserves. 
Ido not think the officer charged with the organization and equip- 
ment of reserves should have his duties: complicated by any geo- 
graphical command beyond what is necessary for that purpose, and 
it is especially objectionable that military officers should be at all 
mixed up with the unfortunate political dissensions in our States. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 
[Fourth indorsement.] 
MAy 31, 1864. 

Conference with General Holmes has obviated the necessity of any 
instructions. 

B Se 3 eer 
Secretary. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, April. 30, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to submit my report concerning the oper- 
ations of the conscription service from the lstof January to the Ist of 
April, 1864. This report indicates but a very meager portion of the 
work which has been performed. The results are the scanty glean- 
ings from an almost unlimited and nearly exhausted field of labor, 
every inch of which has to be searched, analyzed, and classified in 
every relation to the great problem of recruiting and maintaining the 
armies. 

No attribute which pertains to society or civil economy but has been 
subjected to the scrutiny and action of this Bureau and its agencies. 
With the incompetent means under its control, all has been done 
which could be effected by zeal and diligence. The results indicate 
this grave consideration for the Government, that fresh material for 
the armies can no longer be estimated as an element of future ecalcu- 
lation for their increase, and that necessity demands the invention of 
devices for keeping in the ranks the men now borne on the rolls. 
The stern revocation of all details, an appeal to the patriotism of the 
States claiming large numbers of able-bodied men, and the accretions 
by age, are now almost the only unexhausted sources of supply. For 
conscription from the general population, the functions of this Bureau 
may cease with the termination of the year 1864. 

Papers A, B, C, and D are the reports of the officers of this Bureau 
relative to matters with which they are respectively charged and 


exhibiting statements and views which I deem worthy of your con- 
sideration. * 


* Not found. 
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us operations of the conscript service in the diverse func- 
a8 allotted to it. From these, however, are excluded an immense _ 
$s of work which it is not deemed necessary to report, because itis 
_ of a character not demanding record in this Bureau. 

__Thereturns furnished are unavoidably incomplete, and I respectfully 

_ refer to the latter portion of this report for the explanation. 

Papers O and P will exhibit very valuable reports from Colonel 
Blake, the registrar of this Bureau, in regard to the military capa- 
bilities of Georgia and Virginia.* Within a few days I expect to 
receive from the same intelligent and zealous officer similar reports on 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Alabama. 

* Paper Q is a list of the enrolling officers whose commissions have 
been vacated.* The ease is fully stated below. 

These various exhibits show that much good work has been done, 
although the numbers recorded in this Bureau do not manifest a large 
increase to the Army. A rigid and universal inspection, not only of 

company rolls, but personal and also pay rolls, will prove that more 

men have been received into the service irregularly since the 1st of 

- January than have gone through the conscription authorities.” The 
results of conscription since the Ist of January have not been equal 
to the anticipations of the country, and, perhaps, not quite up to the 
ealeulations of this Bureau. 

I. The act of Congress entitled ‘‘An act to put an end to the 
exemption from military service of those who have heretofore fur- 
nished substitutes” (approved January 5, 1864), has not furnished the 
number of men which it was supposed would be brought into the 
service by that law. It has been found that a number of persons 

having substitutes come within the classes exempted by the act of 

February 17, 1864, and other large numbers belong to those classes who 

are the subjects of detail for the industrial productions. Wealthy 
farmers, enterprising manufacturers, and mechanics were the per- 
sons chiefly furnishing substitutes. Besides these many patriotic 
persons of feeble health, but within the conditions of the regulations, 
sent in substitutes, and on being enrolled have been detailed for serv- 
ice out of the field. The Bureau, under your instruction, has been 
very cautious in allowing such details. I regret to state that there 
seems to have been a general effort to keep principals of substitutes 
out of the Army. 

It is proper to add that the calculation of enrolling officers is, that a 
larger number of this class have gone into the Army without report- 
ing to the enrolling officers than have been passed by them through 
the camps. The result of the law, therefore, has been better than is 
exhibited by the records of this Bureau. 

II. It has been found exceedingly difficult to interpret the ‘‘act 
to organize forces to serve during the war,” so as to adapt its provis- 
ions to just administration under the agencies provided for conscrip- 
tion. The purpose of the law seems to be that while all men are 
made liable to military service the productive industry must be main- 
tained as necessary to the public defense. Under the classes of ex- 
emption there are but a limited number engaged in production. Of 
persons “‘owning fifteen able-bodied hands” a very small minority 
produce more than they consume, rarely having a surplus of grain 
or meat to sell, and a large majority of such persons between the 
ages of seventeen and fifty are already in the service. The surplus 


* Not found, 
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producers, those on whom the country and the Army must depend 
for supplies, are the classes having much less than “fifteen hands, 
and down to single laborers on farms. As numerous as this class is, 
it has already been drained of men to a point which requires great 
caution in making further abstractions. My opinion is that the 
agriculture of the country cannot safely spare more than a very small 
additional draft. I am not sure that the public defense would not be 
strengthened instead of weakened by adding to the labor thus 
employed. able 

III. In manufactures and mechanical arts the like necessities seem 
to exist. Perhaps no civilized country was ever so barren of manu- 
factures and mechanical arts as the States of the Confederacy at the 
beginning of the war; and certainly no country, Since the blockade 
was established, has needed them more. No one article of clothing 
or mechanical production was supplied within these States, so that, 
under the blockade, it has become an absolute necessity, even for the 
meager supply now existing, that every manufacturer and mechanic 
should be kept to his art. As the stock which existed at the begin- 
ing of war approaches absolute exhaustion this necessity of course 
increases. Prudence requires great caution in further diminishing 
this class. The Army and the people must be fed and clothed, and 
the munitions of war must be furnished, and the persons engaged in 
these purposes are already too few for the ends. It is in the class of 
non-producers that the enrolling officer must chiefly look for his 
recruits to the Army, and itis in determining who these non-producers 
are that the conscript authorities are engaged in hourly contest with 
every authority, every prejudice, every interest, and every fear 
which exists in the Confederacy. Governors and judges demand some 
local convenience; others, pecuniary or other interests, and the needs 
of every occupation are magnified into public necessities. Towns and 
cities demand able-bodied men for police; banks and brokers, for 
clerks; charitable institutions, for wardens; public functionaries, for 
subalterns, and all on the plea that such are necessary for the public 
good. There is one universal effort to keep men from the field. Since 
I took charge of this Bureau no authority, association, or individual 
has offered one man to the military service. Against all this the con- 
scription authorities are daily contending. The results evinee that 
the officers have been doing their duty. 

IV. I regret that I am compelled to report that in no depart- 
ment of Government has the law been rigidly complied with in the 
matter of details. The plea of public necessity has been so strenu- 
ously urged and so distinctly proved that continuations have been 
allowed beyond the contemplation of law. I respectfully reeommend 
that as soon as the reserves are organized the law be rigidly enforced. 

V. The functions of conscription are now narrowed down to a 
system of delicate gleaning from the population of the country, involv- 
ing the most laborious, patient, cautious, and intelligent investigation 
into the relations of every man to the public defense. There are but 
few left whose appropriate duties in those relations have not been 
defined, and it thence becomes the province of the conscription agents 
to weigh and determine whether those relations may not be disturbed 
for the purpose of sending more men into the field and distributing 
them for the general service. 

The efficiency of the Bureau in these investigations has been seri- 
ously impaired by the failure to retain in office about seventy officers, 
selected by you for their peculiar fitness for and accurate training 
in these duties, 
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- fused and languid, and the administration of the conscript laws neces- 


Q*) were. 
ate discrimination and appointed o1 assigne : 
With few exceptions, all other officers in that serv e 

by accident or by reason of unfitness for other duties; and 
om this cause, when I came to the Bureau, I found the service con- _ 


_ sarily unsatisfactory. Chiefly by the zealous and intelligent aid of 
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these seventy officers thus selected, the system was organized and 
the administration became fruitful, not only in men for the field, but — 


in managing the external police of the armies, and also in furnishing | 
a large amount of information on which to base the military policy of 
the country. These officers were the chiefs who controlled, informed, 
and energized the ungenial agencies filtered into the conscript from 
the debris of the general service. They were the practiced and 
trained soldiers and judges on whom I relied to sustain me in my 
hard duty of wringing from the wasted population the scanty rem- 
nant of men, and at the same time to'preserve, as far as our military 
need would permit, the enfeebled productive energies of the country. 
These officers have been discharged by the operation of a law which 
does not provide adequate compensation to the public service. 

In the States of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina 
these officers were the principal agents of conscription, and in these 
States conscription has been eminently successful. In Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida the officers were altogether casual, 
and from these States came all the complaints of the evils and failures 
of conscription. 

The Invalid-Corps bill has furnished no substitutes for these 
officers, and I have no authority to ask or receive officers from any 
other source except such as may be sent by the casualties of the field, 
or on declarations of incompetence. I cannot too strongly express my 
dismay at the almost certain prospect of the utter failure of the con- 
seription service during the coming vital campaign if it is made 
dependent on the accidental officers who are fitfully and irregularly 
assigned to its duties. On the lst day of April no branch of the 
publie service was working with more order and efficiency than that 
under the control of this Bureau. All obstacles and impediments— 
and they were of the gravest character—were yielding to the intelli- 
gence, the indomitable zeal and devotion of the officers. On the 1st 
day of May over a large portion of the Confederacy the service will 
be paralyzed. Leaving out the plea of harsh and cruel dealing with 
these officers, a large majority of whom are disabled by wounds and 
disease, and have resigned higher to take inferior commissions, I 
regard this statement I have made as sufficient warrant for me to 
suggest a recommendation that Congress make some provision for 
reinstating these officers in the enrolling service with their proper 
commissions. 

VI. Another grave interruption has come of the occasional, but 
too frequent, assignment of officers commanding in the field to the 
duty of conscription and recruiting in particular localities. In every 
instance this has unduly disturbed the production of the country—has 
violated legal rights—has failed to send men into the field—and has 
been unjust to the general service. In no instance has an officer 
commanding in the field, charged with local conscription, sent a con- 
script out of his department. The assumption by local authorities to 
determine liability to service has uniformly been detrimental, keep- 
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ing unnecessarily many from the field and impeding and delaying 
the conscript officers in sending others. Feetatss 

VII. In my report of December 5, 1863, I estimated that nearly 
one-third more men went into the field directly under the compul- 
sion of the law than passed through the camps of instruction. My 
belief is that the proportion has been increased since the passage of 
the acts of January 5 and February 17—that is, that the conscript 
rolls and assignments will not exhibit one-half the number of men 
who have gone into the service since the 5th of January. Proper 
returns to the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office should make 


an accurate exhibit of these accretions. General orders have been — 


inoperative to prevent this mode of direct volunteering; and requisi- 


tions for the men by enrolling officers and this Bureau have been — 


unheeded. The abuse exists in every military department. Your 
attention is respectfully and earnestly invited to this matter, and a 
rigid inspection of company rolls is recommended. 

VIII. The applications for details in the various departments of 
the Government and in other pursuits have increased and are daily 
increasing. The allegation of public necessity is generally set forth, 
and it is very difficult for this Bureau to determine. I have endeay- 
ored to limit such details as rigidly as possible, but have not suceeeded 
to the extent which it appears to me the public service demands. 
My opinion is that all proper labor, except of mechanical experts 
and agriculturists, can, by due effort, be furnished from the exempt 
classes, the reserves, the light-duty conscripts, and the Invalid Corps, 
and that there is no absolute necessity, at this time, for one detail in 
ten of the able-bodied men between eighteen and forty-five. I believe 
stern adherence to a rule embracing this conclusion would not dimin- 
ish the vigor of the productive industry to any appreciable extent. 

The exceptions are very rare which involve a permanent necessity 
of departing from the provisions of sections 8 and 9 of the act 
of February 17, 1864. At present there is not one department of the 
Government or one enterprise in the country which is not clamor- 
ing for such departure. The various bureaus of Government ask 
over 12,000 able-bodied men. The railroads ask at least one brigade 
beyond the allowance of exempts. The express companies demand 
nearly a regiment, and State authorities fully 10,000. Wherever a 
contract is made with the Government, in which a large profit is pro- 
vided, the Government is immediately called upon to do the work for 
which it pays. Thus a railroad, an express, telegraph, or manufac- 
turing company contracts with the Government and lays its profits; 
it then asks the Government to detail from the Army or abstain from 
the military use of all the labor necessary to fulfill the contract. The 
evil is an enormous one. The authority of this Bureau is not com- 
petent to the remedy. 

IX. In many localities it has been found expedient, indeed neces- 
sary, to suspend wholly or partially the operations of conscription. 
This has been done in localities between the lines of our armies and 
those of the enemy—so far as the reserve classes are concerned—for 
the obvious reason of preventing those classes from becoming prison- 
ers of war, and it has been extended to all classes within the enemy’s 
lines from the impossibility of the enrolling officers operating. In 
the First Congressional District of North Carolina the whole matter 
has been turned over to the Governor of that State, the men to be 
used for State defense. 

_X. Frequent complaints are made of the inefficiency and corrup- 
tion of the enrolling officers. Such complaints are made against the 
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satisfied both with the system and the officers. As to the officers of 
this Bureau immediately under my eye, I have, without undue 
assumption, great pride in testifying to their zeal, their apt intelli- 
gence, their untiring industry and absorbing devotion in the public 
service. : 

In view of the important and delicate service you have confided to 
my administration, I cannot refrain from the expression of my grate- 
ful acknowledgment to you and to the eminent public servant who 
acts as your assistant for the patient and courteous consideration 
you have given to all my applications, and for the enlightened, 
judicious, and prompt instructions by which you have authorized and 
enabled me to execute your orders. Of the nature, the extent, the 
intricacy, and the delicacy of the duties to be performed by the con- 
scription authorities, you have, and what is extremely rare in the 
country, a full and clear comprehension, and in their performance 
you have generously permitted me to avail myself habitually of your 
direct and minute counsels. 

JOHN 8. PRESTON, 


Colonel and Superintendent. 
E.—VIRGINIA. 
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By law and orders ---..------- 2.22.2 --0--2---- 02-222 --- 313 241 454 229 1, 237 
By boards of examination .-.........-...--------------- 143 812.) 1,785 | 1,244 3, 434 
Conscripts assigned ..-.....-..------------------+-22++-2--- 223 361 859 595 2, 038 
Volunteers assigned .....-.---.------------------++-------+- 59 74 29 4 166 
Deserters returned to Army ...--...--...---------------+---- 503 575 492 590 2, 160 
Inorease to Army....-.--------------+---- 220-2 ---0+ 785 | 1,010} 1,380] 1,189 4, 364 


Express compaly ..---.-----------------+- err steeeeeee: 
Telegraph company....--.--------------+--++rreer eer 
Railroad companies.......---.------------+---2+++-+7-2- 
Navy ----- 02 eenn ns eenn ne cerns ners neee ne eer eset cecsaes 
Medical Department...--.-.---------- Sans 
Government contractors 
Miscellaneous.,....-+.--+--------222- 


Total number detailed April 1, 1864, 4,166. 


* According to the factors of this column the sum total should be 7,101. An 
evident error exists somewhere in the figures. 


360 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 
F.—NORTH CAROLINA. 
— pie noe 3 
ie i as oe 
® 
RS be ie ey. 
A 5 Fy a 
Namber enrolled... -cescedeas=sea4 ssapkancnaivenemcnin Cress 875 250 244 1,029 
Number exempt: ; 
By law and orders .....-..------ +--+ ------ eee ne eee ren alone een erieeeaeen= ay acai ed ae ieee 
By boards of examination ..----.-..------------+ +--+ ---[e20-+---]-- Spence ete shel =e Dae 


Conscripts assigned 
Volunteers assigned 


Deserters returned to Army ..-..:.-..-----+--------+-- ral 404 
Increase to Army... .-..---2--s22- 2005 ener nsereer cone 790 


Conscripts detailed in the State to— 
Ordnance Department 
Niter and Mining Bureau 

uartermaster’s Department 
ubsistence Department .......--.-------- 
ETS pLOSS: COMPANY. oo - --see-nqe.omnwee singers 
Telegraph company...-.-..--.---..------- 
Railvood. CGM PAICSis-cadeae a= casera aso aee ra ogen memes 
AG NGV Stee stains Seo alnieos Ceid eh nd aera a IAT Male ol eto ate bateie al 
Medyeal MO PAL CMON sasha <iey os eee pas c's anges= was Scene n> 
Government Contractors .-.. 5- scence een ct aae ence 
MESES UHOOUS = ove een sccieniia- su smnadsees a yadsbanen se ses 
State quarternias ters <<. s an%joijee wer ease hlewsl epee 
State-factories — 2.4.0 --ve.cts ccs s awe ues eoeeee ee eee 
State salt-works -....---2.-2---2-ssee-s 
State ordnance department 


Total number detailed April 1, 1864, 2,614. 


G.—SOUTH CAROLINA. 


ral 3 B 
| § Sahel 
=| a r=] a a 
o 5 a 2 3 
3 & | 3 E % 
A 5 Fy a a 
a 
Number enrolled cs. <j. ssccneuces-Seeasenw os ener eeeeeenaans 480 476 393 279 1, 622 
Number exempt: 
By law ang Orders: sass sew secs - betenccassdecuccce cache 148 274 223 28 668 
By boards of examination... 2 = Sace. oa encsscdesecentese 428 256 256 215 1, 155 
CONSCHIPIS ASI ENCOs is ceri ensaegccaecrs accnmenama cisas toes 193 373 143 197 906 
Volunteers. Assigned. 4. - «ala. a5 shoes seer scstecceaccdaence 46 286 545 312 1, 189 
Deserters returned to Army cases ewsuneninensies sdecenzccevee 256 270 190 189 905 
Inerease towArmMy, <<. seco « cence =e cnieen aeinnae= sie saine 495 929 878 698 3, 000 
Men detailed im the State to— 
Ordnance Department..... eased bahedseeaeaaialn 36 52 
Niter-and Mining Burean. ..<dacss- q-lis can seseseeeeeees 1 3 
Quartermaster’s Department 22 75 
Subsistence: Department: <.-. soc. -.+ 5.22 =. see seeesemens 9 39 
Ex press3COM PAN Vere ask tsiewScavecwoms oadoe nea ce ee ee on ESE oe oe ae 
DLélesraph ‘Companyiew coc caace osc sacs sminncee <scece cee nec es eee 
Railr a companies's Bateson. sets db eee oe ss oteecees ens 85 56 
NOV Y-s3. <2 ose Guanes Sree toate c oes eee see nena eCeEeee 19 15 
Medical: Department.225... een eases tenet case cee 28 37 
Government. contractors <cssccere secsen ee enon te eae a eee eee 
Miscellancous ..'...0ssccscsssmutnasienoncareeceochenueene 229 343 
POtBL os 2-2 cae aaeisscis'se ssc cones e eee ees 375 620 


All details revoked. New ones to be granted under the act of Congress approved February 17, 1864. 


ON a a a 
' 


See | 


TERS Pat emerewerecense 


tare e een e ee nene 


Gre then contractors 
Miscellaneous 


Total detailed in State April 1, 1864, 2, 858. 


I.—EAST TENNESSEE AND KENTUCKY. 


igmber enrolled=<".5 .-4 mer sun aaneseusatinwann es etianiasweln 

Number exempt: 
By law and orders. ....-.-- 
By boards of examination. ..- 


Conscripts assigned ...-----2-------------0605-0% 
Volunteers assigned 
Deserters returned to Army 


cin crease 40 “ATM Yates oa aoe vsise=eesinsaacac sens s9ee5= 


Men detailed in the State to— 

Ordnance Department....... AAaApCRaAG Sanigiteiea a aeminae sai 
Niterand Mining Bureaw= 2)... 5 <cnccenccssemc-<sesce- == 

uartermaster’s Department. ...-...-.------------------ 

ubsistence Department .- ~~... 12. .6-2.s00 cscs - eee ne ese 
Express company 
Telegraph company -..----------------++++++++e22eereee- 
Railroad companies 


oe ween aecec cc se ses eeew asec ec teoscccans 


Me elaine i ae cok pivsanens 
Government contractors 
MisCellanGOUsicnaee © cccnwen twas cise cap. seacs cssianeeaecon 


eee! 
Ez | Ee 
'D a 
a 

229 106 


1 539 
5 7 
1 27 
2 2 
31 31 
82 66 


122 672 
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J.—FLORIDA. 


Numi ber. cnrolled: cuseecsaneee esetee ce eaa ere areca tae es eee ee eee ae 
Number exempt: 
By law-andiordorse.- seem seca se tasnw << -reee ees oe elo ann 
By boards of examination 


Consoripts aSsigaed = cc epaewess sce eesnriccers a scores esses mee mavessss 
Volunteers assigned ...--....------ 
Deserters returned:to ATMY: ... 2.0%. 25-.cb acces cose ce deere sneccesees 


TRCROASS TOA TMY sa. 55 = poe ees tone swe ot eelenes tenet seas sence = 


Men detailed in the State to— 
Quartermaster’s Department .....-....-....-+--------------- wee 
Medical Department <<. .o: So. - oe cece ct seas u oeece ener = 
Subsistence Department... 2. .-t. esc foe cee se css smccsecswess 


e e 
eae ¢ 
ax xi 
so so 
ge | 2° 
iz) oF 
166 484 


| Total. 


Norz.—Florida was turned over to the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Conscription by Special Orders, 


No. 310, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, December 31, 1863. 


K.—ALABAMA. 


@onscripts:enralledceos se sc sas 0scn wesc odawerae sees aneaeeene moeeeae 
Number exempt: 
By lawn (Orders = scree ona ease ces soe seat ear- «in asaaeaee rte 
By boards of examination 


Conscripts assigned 
Volunteers assigned 
Deserters returned to Army 


Increase to Army «22-5 ine nc oes oer e ieee Seo 


Men detailed in the State to— 
Ordnance Department ............. mares enaesocssiadsssoe 
Niterand: Mining Bureau... .-222.% 2 eocscecasoecesoecwaseeoeee 
Quartermaster’s Department 
pupsistence Department. <==. Sass eoseae eee en 
Express COMPANY s...2<s-caen. ees acceeee 
Telegraph company. -...52s....--2..-.-- 
Railroad companies 
Nav 


RS E ; eee 
gs So £3 BS 
ga aes Ss ie 
[->) b= iS: 
5 fy =a 
Pee ree A Se re 8, 835 
232 151 740 
Cty eee 816 
256 foaers es 1,135 
924 2, 691 


Nore.—Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart was assigned to duty as commandant of Alabama Feb 
29, 1864. His full report for March not yet received; therefore can only give the number testa | 


through camp of instruction. 


a? 


olun assigned ......- — 
8 erters returned to Army ... 


“Tnereaso to Army.......-+-.c--e20eeseseese+ penta ah ees 


wees eee eens ttt eee eee eee eee ee 


=—~ Navy 
Medical Department 


Government contractors |... 
_ Miscellaneous... “ 


On 15th of February cam. 
the invasion of the enemy th 


zprees Seepety- SSaaaeers Raaag aie we aeenwewenae aoe es enee foeaee |e acetal se 
egraph company... : : x 
oo companion te ates 


removed to Demopolis on account of invasion of the enemy. Owing to 
© business of conscription was nearly suspended during the whole month 


a Alldetails revoked. New ones to be issued under late law. 
b Not known. 


of March. 
-f° 3 Z F M.--RECAPITULATION. 
Oe She ee en eee ee 
E - . = ; 
4 a as 
& i=] med 
= ca} O° sy 
z g aS a 
ae & Ss ; oa a = 
= o 1S) g¢ | ag 4 a 
Be eg er a eae Bel 
P) Ele] e ele) 2] 242 
Pe Bonin es) wea) cl eee 
Conscripts enrolled ...........----- 3, 224 | 1,898 | 1,622 | 1, 824 420 870 (d) (b) 9, 835 
Conscripts exempt: 
By law and orders..........---. pedal a siateisials 668 581 263 414 | 8,835 | 8,511 | 20,509 
By boards of examination.-.--- AE SY Gi oem £5155 783 311 280 (b) (b) 5, 963 
Conscripts assigned. I { f 7, 513 
Volunteers assigned 2, 325 
Deserters returned to Army 8, 306 
Increase to Army....-------- 18, 145 
Men detailed to~ E 
Ordnance Department.......--- 3, 647 
Niter and Mining Bureau..-.--- 2, 783 
uartermaster’s Department...; 564 234 123; 1,305 
ubsistence Department --.-.--. 187 351 57 761 
EXpross COMpany:- 2... ceesscclscas==-|=s--0-- 14 109 
coweTaph COMPAaIy,.<<s---s4 =< SOW oe caus 14 61 
Railroad companies ...--.------ biel ree 45) 1,172 
Navy---.--------+------------+- 22 A eA eseep as aloes ets) Fei ees = Bil sane oi ese a SAR ee ae 235 
Medical Department ....--..---- 49 58 36 225 
Government contractors ....--.|-------|------- 147 642 
Miscellaneous..........-..----- 620) Saseneie 22 1,889 
State quartermaster’s depart- |...---- PLUS EIRA ER oe Gano ss |S Sais5 at Gonaac | Sopsese) pesacne 265 
ment, 
State factories..........--.-.--- 35 
State salt-works.........------- 148 
State ordnance department 52 
PPOLALeriskaee ceerercastt er = 2, 858 672 13, 142 


364 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. ‘ 
N.—SUMMARY. 


From the reports now in this Bureau, it appears that for the months 
of December, January, February, and March, 7,513 conscripts were 
assigned to the Army, 2,325 volunteers were assigned to the Army, . 
8,306 deserters were returned to the Army—18,144 increase to the 
Army. ; 

The reports of the number of persons exempted by law and orders 
of the War Department are not complete. The number so reported 
in North Carolina has not been fully reported, and the commandant 
has been directed to furnish this information. 

In Alabama and Mississippi the number exempt by law and orders 
up to Ist of January is given, but not the number exempt by boards 
of examination. : 

The total number of persons detailed in Alabama and Mississippi is 
not known, as the reports of the number detailed is up to the Ist of 
January, 1864. 

Taking the number detailed in those States at that time, there are 
13,142 conscripts detailed. 

Upon the same reports, exclusive of North Carolina, there are 20,435 
conscripts exempted by law and orders, 5,847 conscripts exempted by 
boards of examination. 

The commandants of Alabama and Mississippi have been written 
to to furnish a complete report of the operations of conscription in 
those States, and as soon as their reports are received they will be 
forwarded. It is a matter of much difficulty to obtain accurate 
reports from these States, owing to the confusion of the service and 
to the very meager reports (in some instances none) from no records 
having been kept. All these details and exemptions are now revoked, 
and new ones will have to be issued under the late act of Congress, 
which went into operation on the 1st of April, 1864. 


[APRIL 30, 1864.—For Davis to Chesnut, relative to the organiza- 
tion of the reserve force in South Carolina, see Series I, Vol. LIII, 
p. 329. | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, TREASURY DEPT., 
Richmond, April 30, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I have just received a communication addressed you by 
Colonel Bayne of the 2d instant,* and indorsed by you on the 4th, 
requesting a reply to certain inquiries of the Quartermaster-General 
respecting contracts to pay for supplies for his department in cotton. 
Since the late act of Congress and the regulations issued in execution 
thereof, it seems to me that the policy of the Government on that sub- 
ject is changed, and that no new contracts should be made for the 
delivery of cotton in payment of contracts. It would be better to put 
an end to some of the existing contracts and take to the Government 
the benefit of the entire shipment of Government cotton. The diffi- 
culty which meets every arrangement is transportation; and inasmuch 


* Not found. 


limited amount can be 

will be a continual contest for that amount. — 

Government abroad require that it should have the p 

ein shipments. Every contract, therefore, which gives to individ- 
a right to ship cotton is so far an injury to the Government. 

_It would be better, it seems to me, for the Government to ship on its 

own account all the cotton which it can transport, and from the pro- 

_ ceeds of sale to pay for supplies in money abroad. — 

a Respectfully, 


C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


[Indorsement.] 
Ee ; May 4, 1864. 
To Colonel Bayne for remarks. * 
Jone Z Jee As ees 
Secretary. 


: RIcHMOND, May 2, 1864. 
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDER- 
ATE STATES OF AMERICA: 


You are assembled under circumstances of deep interest to your 
country, and it is fortunate that, coming as you do newly elected by 
the people and familiar with the condition of the various localities, 
you will be the better able to devise measures adapted to meet the 
wants of the public service without imposing unnecessary burdens on 
the citizen. The brief period which has elapsed since the last adjourn- 
ment of Congress has not afforded sufficient opportunity to test the 
efficacy of the most important laws then enacted, nor have the events 
occurring in the interval been such as materially to change the state 
of the country. 

The unjust war commenced against us in violation of the rights of 

the States, and in usurpation of power not delegated to the Govern- 
| ment of the United States, is still characterized by the barbarism 
with which it has heretofore been conducted by the enemy. Aged 
men, helpless women, and children appeal in vain to the humanity 
which should be inspired by their condition for immunity from arrest, 
incarceration, or banishment from their homes. Plunder and devas- 
tation of the property of non-combatants, destruction of private 
dwellings, and even of edifices devoted to the worship of God; expedi- 
tions organized for the sole purpose of sacking cities, consigning them 
to the flames, killing the unarmed inhabitants, and inflicting horrible 
outrages on women and children, are some of the constantly recurring 
atrocities of the invader. It cannot reasonably be pretended that 
such acts conduce to any end which their authors dare avow before 
the civilized world, and sooner or later Christendom must mete out to 
them the condemnation which such brutality deserves. The suffer- 
ing thus ruthlessly inflicted upon the people of the invaded districts 
has served but to illustrate their patriotism. Entire unanimity and 
zeal for their country’s cause have been pre-eminently conspicuous 
among those whose sacrifices have been the greatest. So the Army, 
which has borne the trials and dangers of the war, which has been 
subjected to privations and disappointments (tests of manly fortitude 


*See Bayne to Seddon, May 18, p. 428. 
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far more severe than the brief fatigues and perils of actual combat), 
has been the center of cheerfulness and hope. From the camp comes 
the voice of the soldier patriots invoking each who is at home, in the 
sphere he best may fill, to devote his whole energies to the support of 
a cause in the success of which their confidence has never faltered. 
They—the veterans of many a hard-fought field—tender to their coun- 
try, without limit of time, a service of priceless value to us, one which 
posterity will hold in grateful remembrance. Pit, 

In considering the state of the country the reflection is naturally 
suggested that this is the Third Congress of the Confederate States 
of America. The Provisional Government was formed, its Congress 
held four sessions, lived its appointed term, and passed away. The 
permanent Government was then organized, its different departments 
established, a Congress elected, which also held four sessions, served 
its full constitutional term, and expired. You, the Second Congress 
under the permanent Government, are now assembled at the time and 
place appointed by law for commencing your session. All these 
events have passed into history, notwithstanding the threat of our 
prompt subjugation made three years ago by a people that presume 
to assert a title to govern States whose separate and independent 
sovereignty was recognized by treaty with France and Great Britain 
in the last century, and remained unquestioned for nearly three gen- 
erations. Yet these very governments, in disregard of duty and 
treaty obligations which bind them to recognize as independent Vir- 
ginia and other Confederate States, persist in countenancing by moral 
influence, if not in aiding by unfair and partial action, the claim set 
up by the Executive of a foreign Government to exercise despotic 
sway over the States thus recognized, and treat the invasion of them 
by their former limited and special agent as though it were the 
attempt of a sovereign to suppress a rebellion against lawful author- 
ity. Ungenerous advantage has been taken of our present condition, 
and our rights have been violated, our vessels of war detained in 
ports to which they had been invited by proclamations of neutrality, 
and in one instance our flag also insulted where the sacred right of 
asylum was supposed to be secure; while one of these governments 
has contented itself with simply deprecating, by deferential repre- 
sentations, the conduct of our enemy in the constantly recurring 
instances of his contemptuous disregard of neutral rights and flagrant 
violations of public law. It may be that foreign governments, like 
our enemies, have mistaken our desire for peace, unreservedly 
expressed, for evidence of exhaustion, and have thence inferred the 
probability of success in the effort to subjugate or exterminate 
the millions of human beings who, in these States, prefer any fate to 
submission to their savage assailants. I see no prospect of an early 
change in the course heretofore pursued by these governments; but 
when this delusion shall have been dispelled and when our independ- 
ence by the valor and fortitude of our people shall have been won 
against all the hostile influences combined against us, and can no 
longer be ignored by open foes or professed neutrals, this war will 
have left with its proud memories a record of many wrongs which it 
may not misbecome us to forgive, some for which we may not prop- 
erly forbear from demanding redress. In the meantime it is enough 
for us to know that every avenue of negotiation is closed against us; 
that our enemy is making renewed and strenuous efforts for our 
destruction, and that the sole resource for us as a people secure in 
the justice of our cause and holding our liberties to be more precious 


ee | 


other earthly possessions, is to combine and a 
slement of power for their defense and preservation. eam 
n the subject of the exchange of prisoners I greatly regret to be 
inable to give you satisfactory information. The Government of the 
ited States, while persisting in failure to execute the terms of the 


cartel, make occasional deliveries of prisoners and then suspend 
_ action without apparent cause. I confess my inability to comprehend 
_ their policy or purpose. The prisoners held by us, in spite of humane 
_ care, are perishing from the inevitable effects of imprisonment and 


the homesickness produced by the hopelessness of release from con- 
finement. The spectacle of their suffering augments our longing 


desire to relieve from similar trials our own brave men who have 


spent so many weary months in a cruel and useless imprisonment, 


endured with heroic constancy. The delivery, after a suspension of 


some weeks, has just been resumed by the enemy; but as they give 
no assurance of intent to carry out the cartel, an interruption of the 


_ exchange may recur at any moment. 


The reports of the departments, herewith submitted, are referred to 
for full information in relation to the matters appertaining to each. 
There are two of them on which I deem it necessary to make special 
remark. The report of the Secretary of the Treasury states facts 
justifying the conclusion that the law passed at the last session for 
the purpose of withdrawing from circulation the large excess of Treas- 
ury notes heretofore issued has had the desired effect, and that by the 
1st of July the amount in circulation will have been reduced to a sum 
not exceeding $230,000,000. It is believed to be of primary importance 
that no further issue of notes should take place, and that the use of 
the credit of the Government should be restricted to the two other 
modes provided by Congress, viz, the sale of bonds and the issue of 
certificates bearing interest for the price of supplies purchased within 
our limits. The law as it now stands authorizes the issue by the 
Treasury of new notes to the extent of two-thirds of the amount 
received under its provisions. The estimate of the amount funded 
under the law is shown to be $300,000,000, and if two-thirds of this 
sum be reissued we shall have an addition of $200,000,000 to our cir- 
culation, believed to be already ample for the business of the country. 
The addition of this large sum to the volume of the currency would 
be attended by disastrous effects and would produce the speedy recur- 
rence of the evils from which the funding law has rescued the country. 
If our arms are crowned with the success which we have so much 
reason to hope, we may well expect that this war cannot be prolonged 
beyond the current year, and nothing would so much retard the benefi- 
cent influence of peace on all the interests of our country as the 
existence of a great mass of currency not redeemable in coin. With 
our vast resources the circulation, if restricted to its present volume, 
would be easily manageable, and by gradual absorption in payment 
of public dues would give place to the precious metals, the only basis 
of a currency adapted to commerce with foreign countries. In our 
present circumstances I know of no mode of providing for the public 
wants which would entail sacrifices so great as a fresh issue of Treas- 
ury notes, and I trust that you will concur in the propriety of abso- 
lutely forbidding any increase of those now in circulation, = 

Officers have been appointed and dispatched to the trans-Mississippi 
States and the necessary measures taken for the execution of the laws 
enacted to obviate delays in administering the Treasury and other 
Executive Departments in those States, but sufficient time has not 
elapsed to ascertain the results. 


bers 


368 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — - 


In relation to the most important of all subjects at the present time, 
the efficiency of our armies in the field, it is gratifying to assure you 
that the discipline and instruction of the troops have kept pace with 
the improvement in material and equipment. We have reason to 
congratulate ourselves on the results of the legislation on this sub- 
ject, and on the increased administrative energy in the different 
bureaus of the War Department, and may not unreasonably indulge 
anticipations of commensurate success in the ensuing campaign. —__ 

The organization of reserves is in progress, and it is hoped they will 
be valuable in affording local protection without requiring details and 
detachments from active force. 

Among the recommendations contained in the report of the Secre- 
tary of War, your attention is specially invited to those in which 
legislation is suggested on the following subjects, .viz: 

The tenure of office of the general officers in the Provisional Army, 
and a proper discrimination in the compensation of the different 
grades. 

s The provision required in aid of invalid officers who have resigned 
in consequence of wounds or sickness contracted while in service. 

The amendment of the law which deprives officers in the field of 
the privilege of purchasing rations, and thus adds to their embarrass- 
ment, instead of conferring the benefit intended. 

The organization of the general staff of the Army, in relation to 
which a special message will shortly be addressed to you, containing 
the reasons which compel me to withhold my approval of a bill passed 
by your predecessors at too late a period of the session to allow time 
for returning it for their reconsideration. 

The necessity for an increase in the allowance now made for the 
transportation of officers traveling under orders. 

The mode of providing officers for the execution of the conscript 
laws. 

The means of securing greater dispatch and more regular adminis- 
tration of justice in examining and disposing of the records of cases 
reported from the courts-martial and military courts in the Army. 

The recent events of the war are highly creditable to our troops, 
exhibiting energy and vigilance combined with the habitual gallantry 
which they have taught us to expect on all occasions. We have been 
cheered by important and valuable successes in Florida, Northern 
Mississippi, Western Tennessee and Kentucky, Western Louisiana, 
and Eastern North Carolina, reflecting the highest honor on the skill 
and conduct of our commanders, and on the incomparable soldiers 
whom it is their privilege to lead. A naval attack on Mobile was so 
successfully repulsed at the outer works that the attempt was aban- 
doned, and the nine-months’ siege of Charleston has been practically 
suspended, leaving that noble city and its fortresses imperishable 
monuments to the skill and fortitude of its defenders. The armies in 
Northern Georgia and in Northern Virginia still oppose with unshaken 
front a formidable barrier to the progress of the invader, and our 
generals, armies, and people are animated by cheerful confidence. 

Let us, then, while resolute in devoting all our energies to securing 
the realization of the bright auspices which encourage us, not forget 
that our humble and most grateful thanks are due to Him without 
whose guidance and protecting care all human efforts are of no avail, 
and to whose interposition are due the manifold successes with which 
we have been cheered. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


> 


GENE! Be 

Richmond, May 2, 1 < 
raggling in the Army, commanding officers, upon _ 
: receipt of orders to move from one command to another, will for- 
ward to the general commanding to whom he is ordered to report a 
field return, which will exhibit the present strength of their commands. 
When their destination is reached a like return will be made to the 
same commander, upon which the number and names of the absentees 
and the cause of their absence will be stated. Similar returns will be 
forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. Officers will be 
held strictly accountable by commanding generals for any straggling 
that may occur with their troops. 

Il. Special attention is called to the appropriation by impressment 
of horses for cavalry service. It is without warrant of law and will 
not be allowed under any circumstances whatever. Commanding 
generals and inspecting officers will promptly report to this office any 
violation of this order. 

_ WII. Prisoners captured south of Richmond will be sent direct to 
Andersonville, Sumter County, Ga. 

IY. Special agents to make purchases or secure shipment of supplies 
will not be sent to any foreign port except in cases of most urgent 
necessity, of which necessity report will be made immediately to the 
Secretary of War. All purchases will be made by agents under orders 
from the Secretary of War, or by officers charged with the export and 
importation of cotton and purchase of foreign supplies, or by officers 
or agents acting under express authority from the general command- 
ing the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

g V. All horses impressed by the Government sold or in any manner 
assigned to officers will be immediately restored to the Quartermaster’s 
E 


Department, to be appropriated to the public service as contemplated 
by law. Such sales and assignments by order of a commanding gen- 
eral are prohibited and will not be sanctioned. 

VI. Every officer hereafter appearing in behalf of a prisoner on trial 
before a military court or court-martial will do so only upon the con- 
dition and understanding that he is under a pledge of honor that he 
has not and will not receive compensation therefor. 

VII. The Bureau of Conscription will proceed at once to organize 
into companies and cause to be mustered into service the reserve forces 
in the several States enrolled in pursuance of General Orders, No. 33, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series. For this 
purpose district enrolling officers are authorized to act as mustering 
and inspecting officers. ‘They will superintend the election of company 
officers, and forward the muster-rolls certified by them, with the cer- 
tificates of election, to the commandant of conscripts for the State in 
which such companies may be organized, to be by him turned over to 
the general commanding the reserve forces. : 

VIII. Upon receiving the muster-rolls the general commanding the 
reserve forces will issue orders placing in commission and upon duty 
the officers named in the certificates, if competent; and, reserving 
copies, will forward the original rolls, with certified copies of their 
orders inclosed, to this Bureau for file. If there be reason to doubt 
the competency of an officer elect, his qualifications and fitness for 
commission will be inquired into and reported upon by a board to be 
convened by the general commanding, in accordance with General 
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Orders, No. 39, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, series of 
1862. : 

IX. Each company of infantry must consist of at least sixty-four 
privates; of cavalry, sixty privates; of artillery, eighty-four privates. 
The muster into service of new companies in the reserve forces having 
a less number of privates is positively prohibited. 

X. Paragraph XVII, General Orders, No. 42, current series, is thus 
amended: 

The tobacco ration issued to enlisted men will be one pound per 
month. ; 

By order: 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


. RIcHMOND, VA., May 2, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Stir: On the 26th ultimo I had the honor to address the Honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury asking his construction of the thirteenth 
regulation. My letter is returned with the following indorsement: 

* * * * * * * 


When cotton is delivered by the Government to a vessel for freight or supplies 
upon a contract approved by the Treasury Department, the whole quantity can 
be shipped without hindrance, and the Government only claims one-half the 
remaining tonnage. 

I have not understood that contracts for supplies and munitions of 
war would require any other approval than yours, and I have sup- 
posed that such cotton as the War Department might pay for impor- 
tations, or freight upon the same, would become entitled to the 
privilege of the thirteenth regulation upon the certificate of the agent 
of the War Department at the port of entry that it had been so paid. 
The Honorable Secretary of the Treasury’s indorsement seems to 
convey a different impression, and I have the honor, therefore, to 
request specific instructions upon these points. In this connection I 
beg to invite your attention to a question of some importance which 
it would be well to decide distinctly at once. From what appropria- 
tion will the cotton needed to pay for importations and freight on 
same be purchased? Will the importations and the freight be paid 
for out of the $20,000,000 appropriation for the purpose of making 
‘‘purchases of cotton, naval stores, and other produce, under the 
direction of the President, to meet the engagements of the Govern- 
ment and to purchase necessary army, navy, and other supplies?” 
Or will each bureau and department provide out of its appropriation 
the funds to purchase cotton to cover cost of the importations for its 
account? My own opinion is that the first view is the correct one. 
The second would entail upon the agents of the War Department the 
very complications it has been so long the object to get rid of. Every 
bureau and department would have a cotton account, and it would pe 
difficult, if not impossible, to bring forward to the ports the propor- 
tions needed by the several bureaus and departments. The plan 
proposed is to have at each port one stock of cotton and one disburs- 
ing agent, who would pay for such importations and freights as were 
chargeable to any department of the Government. It is the simplest 
and best, and, as it seems to me, the one contemplated by the language 


),000,000 appropriation, as well ‘ ze 
purchase, transportation, and shipment abroad of tobacco, 
? established by yourself and the Honorable Secretaries 


on, 
a of the 
_ Navy and the Treasury, and approved by the President, for, mani- 
festly, if you had not so thought, the seventh regulation, which pro- 
_ vides for the transfer to the Treasury Department of the cotton, &c., 
_ now owned by the various departments, would have been omitted, 
-- inasmuch as such departments would have to make other purchases 
to pay for importations and freights. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a THOS. L. BAYNE, 
~ Ineutenant- Colonel. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
- Richmond, Va., May 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss: 

GENERAL: I have regretted being unable sooner to reply to the 
inquiries of your letter to General Cooper on the subject of local 
reserves, but hope that no inconvenience has resulted, as I had full 
conference with Colonel Browne, of the President’s staff, before his 
departure to superintend conscription in Georgia, and requested him 
to confer with you and explain fully the views of the Department. 

There is no doubt that before the expiration of the thirty days 
after notice allowed by the law organizations may be formed by vol-- 
unteering under the law, and that such should be received with the 
officers elected by the men. Upon the expiration of the thirty days 
the men enrolled (being called together in each county 01 more con- 
venient divisions) will be arranged into companies and allowed to 
| elect their officers, and then turned over to you for organization. I 
j would have preferred to have the men simply enrolled and turned 
; over to you, but I did not see how, without a double set of officers, 
the agencies of the Conscript Bureau could well be dispensed with in 
the arrangement into companies and the preliminary steps to organi- 
zation. Further than may be necessary for the purposes of organiza- 
tion, I do not deem it desirable to have these local reserves either 
placed or kept in camps. My own conviction of policy is very decided 
that the men of the reserves should be as little taken from their homes 
and avocations as possible, and should only be called into service in 
great emergencies or to repel raids. This opinion is likewise enter- 
tained by the President in somewhat less degree, and he may be dis- 
posed to call them into service somewhat more freely. 

The general rule, however, will undoubtedly be retention at home. 
The possibility of doing this and yet holding the men organized and 
ready for service just as quick and for as brief a period as may be 
necessary, constitutes the great advantage of this organization over 
that of militia or State forces. 

I will endeavor to secure as large a measure of exemption from 
active service as may be at all consistent with defense. Some few 
companies or regiments may constitute an exception, as some of the 
local forees will be required for guards in towns and at bridges or 
prisons, and I think some of the organizations already formed as spe- 
cial service ones (which contemplated something like general employ- 
ment) should be selected, or some should be formed specially of 
material most easily to be spared, with a view to these kinds of 


service. 
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In the selection of officers men in active service cannot be chosen 
from the field even for promotion except under the liability of having 
their acceptance approved by the superior officers, and, indeed, I do 
not think it advisable attention should be called to the selection of 
such, as the refusal of the superiors in the field is the most probable, 
and the officers thus precluded would be apt to feel aggrieved. 

Many very efficient officers may be obtained from the invalided 
and retired class or from those by various circumstances thrown out 
of active service, and it is very desirable the selection should be from 
them. The companies heretofore formed for special service should be 
required to conform their engagements to service in the State, and 
then be retained as reserves. If they do not consent they can, when- 
ever desirable, be disbanded and the material organized into com- 
paniesof thereserves. They will probably prefer generally to maintain 
these organizations and will readily conform. 

You will exercise your discretion as to the various branches of the 
service into which you will throw the reserves. There should un- 
doubtedly be some cavalry and artillery, but the proportion and the 
localities where to be raised or stationed are for your judgment. 
Every effort will be made to properly arm and equip the reserve 
forces, and requisitions should be made by you or the proper bureau 
as for armies in the field. Of course, with our limited resources, those 
organizations most likely to be called on from the exposure of the 
localities, and those reputed to be kept most constantly in service, 

-will be prepared and first supplied. In regard to the care of the 
arms, I had supposed they might be safely intrusted to the possession 
of the men; but if you think otherwise, and that they had better be 
kept stored in convenient depots, you will adopt that course. 

Quartermasters, surgeons, &c., should, as far as practicable, be 
found among the men of the reserves, and should hold office and 
receive compensation as the men when in service. Some few might 
be necessary for more permanent service, and should be so appointed. 

In relation to brigadiers, General Jackson will probably be assigned 
you, and Colonel Gartrell appointed as soon as his brigade is organ- 
ized. The President conceives he cannot properly appoint before 
such organization. The same rule will be followed should other 
brigadiers be required. 

I believe I have covered all the points of your letter. I did not 
answer fully your last letter, because I had explained my views in 
reference to the policy of pursuing the conscript system rather than 
relying on volunteering, and I had no satisfaction in recurring to a 
subject when I had the misfortune to dissent from one in whose judg- 
ment I habitually placed great reliance. 

With my best wishes, most cordially yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, Ga., May 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE 'T. ANDERSON: 
Sir: I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th 
ultimo,* accompanied by the resolutions which purport to have been 
“almost unanimously adopted” by the men composing your brigade, 


* Not found. 


ning my action in convening the Ss ae 
nouncing my message and the action of the Legislature as 


sts.” The preamble also speaks of the willingness of those whom 
Fa i denounce to sacrifice everything to ‘“‘self-aggrandizement and 
_ personal ambition” and of ‘‘prostituting the dignity of high office to 
_ the accomplishment of unholy ends.” 

Those who deal thus with the actions and motives of others should 
be prompted only by the most lofty patriotism and the purest motives, 

and should themselves be above suspicion of ‘‘ personal ambition for 
self-aggrandizement” or of a desire to ‘‘subserve partisan interests.” 

How will the motives and acts of those who were the originators 
and managers of this meeting, and who covered the President with 
laudation so fulsome as to be offensive to modest merit, while they 
denounced the acts and impugned the motives of the Governor and 
Legislature of their own State, stand the test of the just rule above 
mentioned ? x 

If I mistake not, the name of the chairman of the meeting, who is a 
brigadier-general, has been mentioned by his friends for promotion to 
the position of major-general. Neither the Governor nor the Legisla- 
ture of his State has any power under the acts of Congress to grant 
the promotion. It can come from the President alone. 

The secretary of the meeting, himself a lieutenant-colonel, can be 
made colonel only at the will of the President. The orator of the 
occasion, now a captain, cannot expect promotion from the State 
authorities. The same may probably be said of most of the others 
who were prominent in this meeting. While I do not charge upon 
them a desire to ‘‘accomplish unholy ends” for ‘‘self-aggrandize- 
ment,” I must leave it to others to say whether the judgment of con- 
demnation pronounced by them was entirely unbiased by personal 
ambition and a desire for self-promotion. I apprehend the way-worn 
private soldier upon his weary march by day and his lonely watch by 
night, who serves his country only for his country’s good, while he 
meets the enemy in deadly conflict at the hazard of his life, can look 
for no personal promotion from the President which will give him 
high command or historic fame, has taken a more just and less 
excited view of this subject. 

The helpless families, so dear to many of the gallant men whom you 
command, as well as of thousands of other brave sons of Georgia now 
in military service, were dependent upon the action of the Governor 
and Legislature of your State for bread. 

The act of Congress which you so highly approved had depreciated 
the Confederate currency in the treasury of the State till it would no 
longer purchase the bread which they must have or they must die 
of hunger. In this condition of things the extra session which you 
denounce was called. The currency with which bread can be pur- 
chased was provided, and provision was made which it is hoped will 
secure its transportation to and save their lives. 

Was this an “‘unhallowed purpose;” and did it accomplish an 
‘“unholy end?” I am willing for the hardy sons of toil who obey your 
orders and whose wives and little ones at home are dear to them to 
judge, and I am content to abide their decision. 

The Governor and Legislature of your State whom you denounce 
have appropriated for this year nearly $10,000,000 to feed and clothe 
the suffering wives, and widows, and orphans, and soldiers, and to 


se and unpatriotic” and intended to ‘‘subserve partisan inter- 
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put shoes upon the feet and clothes upon the backs of soldiers them- 
selves, who are often destitute and cannot get supplies from the Con- 
federate Government. Is this an ‘‘unholy end” for which they 
deserve your denunciation ? ' : 

But you and those who act with you complain of the resolutions 
passed by the Legislature in response to my message, on the subject 
of the suspension of the habeas corpus, and those relative to the terms 
upon which peace should be sought. Whatever may be the opinion 
of those officers who managed the meeting over which you presided, 
I venture to say that not one private soldier in every ten in your 
brigade believes it is the right of Congress to suspend the privilege of 
the writ of habeas corpus, and authorize the President to arrest the 
people and send them in irons to the islands or dungeons of other 
States, and confine them at his pleasure, and to deny to the courts the 
right to inquire into the cause of the imprisonment, or to place the 
case upon the docket, and give the accused the benefit of the speedy 
and impartial trial guaranteed to him by the Constitution of his 
country. 

This is not the constitutional liberty which so many Georgians have 
died to defend. He who possesses this control over the personal 
liberties of the people has in his hands the powers of a monarch, call 
him by what name you may. 

Again, I apprehend the private soldiers under your command, whose 
official promotion and self-importance do not depend upon a continu- 
ance of the war, will be unable to discover any dishonor in the resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly of their State upon the subject of peace. 
The Legislature has declared that negotiation as well as the sword 
has its proper part to perform in terminating this bloody struggle. 
The terms of adjustment proposed by the Legislature are the identical 
terms by which South Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, and the other 
States of the Confederacy stood the day that each seceded from the 
Union. If they were right then, why are they wrong now? What 
soldier, who has no stars and has no office, would not be glad to see 
the struggle transferred upon these principles from the battle-field to 
the ballot box, as proposed by the resolutions of the Legislature of 
your State, which seem to meet your hearty condemnation. 

In conclusion permit me to remark that I have the most reliable 
information from your brigade since the meeting that what purports 
to be the almost unanimous action of those who compose it, meets the 
sanction of but a very small fraction of it. The resolutions were, as 
I am informed, prepared by some of the officers before the men were 
convened. .When called for to ratify what the officers, without con- 
sulting them, had concocted, a comparatively small part of the brigade 
attended, and of those present a smaller part voted, and of that 
small number part voted against the resolutions, and the meeting 
adjourned amid cheers which resounded through your camp for him 
whom it was the purpose of the managers of the meeting to condemn. 

All know the great advantage which the officers have over the men 
in the management of an affair of this kind. The officers are 
accustomed to command, the men to obey. They cannot meet their 
officers on an equality and condemn their action, but it seems they 
can by spontaneous acclamation in the camps, when they feel that 
injustice has been done, testify their approbation without being 
individually marked by those who have the power over them. 

Begging you to assure the men under your command that I shall 
continue to do everything in my power to protect and defend the 
great principles of constitutional and personal liberty for which they 


- , A> 4 
1g, and to clothe and feed their help s and litt 
r absence, and to relieve their own wants when they are su: 
r clothing which they cannot get from the Confederacy, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


ting, ani 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 2, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 

Str: Major-General Whiting has referred to this Department the 
correspondence between yourself and him relative to the exemption of 
D. L. Russell, under your claim for his discharge that he is an officer 
of the State of North Carolina. No act of Congress has provided for 
the discharge of any person belonging to the Army from service in 
consequence of his election to an office, either by the State or Confed- 
erate Government, except the act of April 2, 1863. That act provides 
that any person who has been elected or appointed since entering 
the military service, or who may be thereafter elected or appointed a 
Senator or Representative in Congress or in any State Legislature, 
judge of the circuit, district, or superior courts of law or equity in any 
State of the Confederacy, district attorney, clerk of any court of record, 
judge of any court of probate, collector of State taxes, not to exceed 
one for each county, parish recorder, upon proof of his election or 
appointment, shall be permitted to resign if he be an officer, or if a 
non-commissioned officer or private, shall be discharged. 

All the conscription acts provide for continuing in the Army those 
who belong to it, and the exemption allowed by the acts plainly 
refer to persons who are not in the Army, but who are made liable to 
conscription. 

The acts relative to the exemption of State officers refer only to such 
persons. The fourth section of the act of May 1, 1863, provides that, 
in addition to the enumerated officers mentioned in previous acts, 
there should be exempted all State officers whom the Governor of the 
State may claim to have exempted for the due administration of the 
laws and government thereof; but the exemption shall not continue 
in any State after the adjournment of the next regular session of its 
Legislature, unless such Legislature shall by law exempt them from 
military duty in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. 

By the military act of the 17th of February last Congress repealed 
all laws exempting persons from military service, and provided that 
none should be exempt but those enumerated in that act. The ques- 
tion presented, then, is, what is the condition of Mr. Russell under 
this act? The second section of the act placed in the service those 
between seventeen and fifty—all residents in the Confederate States 
not belonging to the Army—for the war. From this class exemptions 
were to be made. Among the exemptions are such State officers as 
the Governor of any State might certify to be necessary to the proper 
administration of the State government. The Department does not 
in any case go behind the certificate of the Governor of the State to 
ascertain whether the person be an officer or whether his services are 
required for the administration of the government. But the person 
claimed must be one who does not belong to the Army. __ 

The person in the Army is already in the service of the Confederate 
States under the laws of the Confederacy, and no power exists to 
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withdraw him from that service, except in the cases provided by those 
laws. This power has not been delegated to the State Executive under 
the act aforesaid, or any other act. 

The facts disclosed by the papers show that Russell was in the serv- 
ice at the date of the act of 17th of February, 1864, and held no office in 
the State at that time; that he was reduced to the ranks by the sentence 
of a court-martial, and under the Army Regulations became liable to 
service in the brigade to which he belonged ; that subsequent to this 
he procured his election, and that upon that election this claim was 
made on his behalf by you. This question has been frequently pre- 
sented to the Department, and when the laws and regulations have 
been explained the decisions of the Department have been acqui- 
esced in. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
JAMES .A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RicHMoND, VA., May 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Lynchburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 4th of April, 1864, inquiring whether 
officers of the second-class State militia organization between eight- 
een and forty-five years of age are liable to conscription, has been 
received. 

The Secretary of War directs me to say that if such officers obtain 
the certificate of the Governor of the State certifying that they are 
necessary to the further administration of the State government 
according to the act of Congress of the 17th of February, 1864, and 
General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
paragraph XI, their exemption will be allowed; otherwise they are 
en to conscription. You will inform the enrolling officer accord- 
ingly. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
No. 103. ftichmond, May 3, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

X. Maj. J. C. Denis, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to duty 
as commandant of conscripts for the State of Mississippi, and will 
report to the chief of Bureau of Conscription for orders. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 

_ JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND, May 3, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 


_SIR: I respectfully report that I have given my attention to the 
Yankee deserters from U. 8. Army since the month of November last, 


- + 


ire to bring before you a subject [ ! } deem o: 


ae 


Breit Sesce S eae Tat Ee eee 
; is important to encourage desertion so far as it can be safely 
one. The obstacles in the way of this are, first, the bad character 
nd conduct of these people; second, the prejudice of our citizens 
gainst them. — 

First. I cannot doubt that many of these people are destitute of 
_ principle, and of the worst habits. Many, I suspect, have been pro- 
_ fessional thieves and burglars at home. All of them are restless” 
_ and unwilling to submit to the scant fare, the regular labor, and the 
_ restraints to which our people cheerfully submit. The consequence 
has been the greater part of those put out to work have deserted their 
employer and are roaming through the country, and some of them | 
commit serious depredations on the persons and property of our 
people. ae - : 
_ Second. The prejudice of our people against them is great. Public 
opinion has compelled men who wished their service to decline taking 
them, and in one instance I was informed that if a gentleman in the 
interior of the State took a deserter who might have been useful to 
him he would be mobbed. 

To avoid incarceration of these people and to promote desertion, 
some new mode of disposing of them ought to be devised. To this 
end I have conversed with the vice-consul of France. At first he 
seemed reluctant to enter into any arrangement, but from a recent 
conversation [ entertain hope I can make an arrangement with him 
as to Frenchmen and others willing to go to Mexico by which we may 
get rid of many of these people, the substance of the arrangement 
to be: The Confederate Government to send them to some port at 
which they may be sent out of the United States; the men to be 
sent out at the expense of their Government, and with such papers as 
the consuls can furnish them; no arrangement to take effect until 

| reported to and sanctioned by you. 
If you approve this plan I will proceed to make such arrangements 
} as I can and report it to you for approval. 
Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
S. S. BAXTER. 


[First indorsement. | 
May 3, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War. 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 
MAY 3, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: ; 

Mr. Baxter suggests that he can probably make arrangements with 
the French consul by which we can be relieved of all Frenchmen 
deserting into our lines from the Yankee Army. The scheme sug- 
gested is for the Confederate Government to send to some port and 
the French Government to furnish means of transportation out of the 
country. He asks the authority of the Secretary to prosecute his 
negotiation with the French consul, any arrangement, however, to 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War before it is com- 
plete. It is undoubtedly very desirable to encourage desertion In 
the Federal Army, and if we can, in the mode suggested, be relieved 
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of the delicate question of policy as to their treatment, it will be very 
desirable. This question is one of great difficulty and continual 
embarrassment. é 

B. R. W., JR. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
May 5, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
Such negotiations may be carried on, to be finally submitted when 
arranged. It will relieve an embarrassment. eeent 
AMS, 


Secretary. 
[Fourth indorsement. ] 
~ May 6, 1864. 
Referred to 8. 8. Baxter. y 
By order: J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 

No. 20. Richmond, Va., May 4, 1864. 

I. The following extract from General Orders, No. 45, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, current series, is hereby made a part of 
this circular: * 

II. In the organization of the reserves the officers to be elected 
must be chosen from the class of reserves. No departure from this 
rule will be allowed. No person between. the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five is eligible to an office in this corps. 

Ill. Enrolling officers will carefully exclude from the Reserve Corps 
persons who are not clearly proved to be within the ages of seventeen 
and eighteen and forty-five and fifty years. 

IV. Applications in cases of special merit for the admission of 
persons as privates, who have been exempted on other than State 
exemptions or for State service, may be considered and referred to 
this Bureau; but all such as may be admitted will, when the cause of 
exemption ceases, be liable to transfer to the general service. 

V. All exemptions are made for the benefit of the Government, and 
the duties of exempts are defined by the causes for which the exemp- 
tions are granted. To these duties they must be held as rigidly as 
they would be to the proper duties if serving in the field. The policy. 
of the Government is that every man between the ages of seventeen 
and fifty shall perform service which tends to the military strength 
of the country, and the system of exemptions and details is intended 
to prescribe and define certain modes of doing this service and the 
persons allotted to it. 

VI. As soon as the company organizations are completed, and the 
rolls turned over to the generals assigned to command the reserves, 
the jurisdiction of this Bureau ceases over that class of forces. All 
applications for renewals of details, or any other proceedings concern- 
ing the reserves, must be made direct to the generals commanding. 
It is understood that after the company organizations are completed 
the generals commanding entirely supersede the authorities of con- 
scription, so far as this class is concerned. 

By order of Col. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*See paragraphs VII, VIII, IX (here omitted), p. 369, 370. 
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Table of certain articles of subsistence on hand April 1, 1864, and comparative 
: ae statement of subsistence April 1, 1863 and 1864. 


Bacon and 
Cattle. pork, 


On hand April 1, 1864: Pounds. 
Virgins SRN fiat tS EE PURGES FNL PEN Oe Ove 52 SOE i 2,121 423, 000 


Recent importations a 500, 000 
IYI SRE AM SS) aie, SASS SS Se Oe ee Se ey a eee ees ee Seen 

Rt SRROUNN 5 shades ass n ns CA RS eee ee 5,959 | 4,951, 421 
ACUTE Sh, TERS Cae SS se al rg co ea 4, 461 7, 261, 555 
BP LMOFOAS arin teeen eee. ap eisai nislsiios. sits ass- coo aces tee eh ge CESS sane 1, 498 oe 
TIOOPOASE see teeter owt anise wi -cisisislin aoatwieh ace iescceeceus cece cere seancceoeeslpesateeas 2,310, 184 


The tithe in South Carolina now on hand is estimated at 1,000,000 pounds. 
a At Wilmington. 
b No report. Several thousand head believed to be on hand in that State. 


From this it will be seen that there is an excess on hand this year 
of cattle and a decrease in bacon. 

There is also a very considerable amount secured by the tax in 
kind; how much cannot be stated in the absence of reports from the 
tax-in-kind bureau, which could not have been expected to report 
so soon after the time at which the meat became due under the law, 

but it is believed that the number of pounds, if the meat can be col- 
4 lected in good condition and properly taken care of, will be sufficient 
| to take the troops well on into the summer, and, with the addition of 
the supplies now reported on hand and those that are believed to be 
at Bermuda and Nassau (if the two last shall be in good condition), 
there will be enough to last them until the fall of the year. 

But it is feared that the condition of much of the meat will not be 
good. Some of that at Bermuda has been lying in that climate nearly 
one year for want of transportation. The tithe meat has been much 
of it paid in as soon as due by parties who wished to save the loss 
that would result from keeping it longer. <A great deal of meat so 
paid is understood to be imperfectly salted and smoked and to be 
accumulating at points in the interior where it cannot be properly 
taken care of and whence it cannot be removed, at least with suffi- 
cient dispatch, for want of transportation. How far these causes may 
operate to cut short the supply cannot be estimated. 

Under the comparative scarcity of subsistence the Army has been 
reduced, as is known, to much less than what is called the regulation 
rations, but it is believed with much less discomfort or suffering to 
the troops than was anticipated, with but little dissatisfaction on 
their part, and, it is hoped, with a better effect on their health than 
was produced by the wasteful issue of full rations. The vegetables 
issued have been mainly rice and peas. These were all that could be 
had. Efforts were made to engage cabbages, at least to the extent of 
hospital supply; but the uncertainty of army movements and hospi- 
tal necessities, the newness of that sort of culture to our people, and, 
more than all, the state of the currency indisposed people to make 
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contracts, even on a comparatively small scale. To furnish such 
things to the whole Army is obviously impossible. Potatoes, both 
sweet and Irish, have been issued to hospitals and troops as far as 
obtained; but it would have been unsafe to make large purchases of 
them, even if to be had, for army consumption. To say nothing of loss 
by freezing in transitu during the delays of transportation, the inces- | 
sant efforts and appeals of this Bureau have never enabled it to 
engage transportation enough to meet the supply of essentials to sub- 
sistence and to accumulate the most meager reserves. Indeed, but 
for the seasonable purchase of coffee, wherewith to supply the defi- 
ciency of meat, serious evils would have resulted from want of neces- 
sary food, which, though procured, could not be distributed for want 
of transportation. : 

The Bureau still looks forward to the importation of supplies—first, 
of meat, and next, of other articles, even to breadstuffs—from beyond 
our lines, as the cheapest and safest reliance for feeding the Army. 
True commercial principles, not less than sound policy, would seem 
to recommend that whenever and wherever cotton, worth abroad six 
times as much as gold and about one hundred and twenty times as 
much as Confederate currency, can be exchanged for any article the 
Government needs, that the occasion for exchange should be embraced 
with alacrity, not only as affording subsistence to the Army and relief 
to the currency, but as relief to our people. 

This has been the uniform view of this Bureau. Very early it 
favored the appointment of a commercial agent abroad, who should 
be enabled to furnish all the wants of the Government, its own 
included, as they might be developed. But this, it is understood, was 
discountenanced by the Government on the ground that private enter- 
prise was a better reliance than Government efforts. It adopted and 
urged the acceptance of the first propositions made for trade beyond 
the Mississippi and through the blockade, and has done so persist- 
ently ever since. Its efforts have sometimes been disapproved of and 
at others sometimes foiled by failures in obtaining ocean transporta- 
tion. That more active efforts would have been abortive is proved by 
the ill-success that has attended the later enterprises of the Govern- 
ment, and if attempted by this Bureau could only have resulted in an 
accumulation of supplies to a greater extent than those now at the 
islands, and a still greater loss than attends their delay at those points 
for want of steam transportation hither. 

Respectfully submitted. i,..B. NORTHROP, 

Commissary- General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

; Tallahassee, May 5, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

President of the Confederate States : 

Sir: The inclosed copies* of a correspondence between His Excel- 
lency Governor Brown, of Georgia, and myself are respectfully [sub- 
mitted | to your consideration, because I think it probable the effort 
proposed by him to influence the action of Congress upon the subject 
may be made, and my judgment disapproves of it entirely. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


* Not found as inglosures, but see Milton to Brown, April 14, p. 808. 
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sd. by Honorable Secretary of the Navy. 
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a Prepare letter of acknowledgment, and thank for sentiments in 
support of general cause and interests. 
= J; De 


m= 


aes Si. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
- a ; Milledgeville, May 5, 1864. 
_ Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss, 

ee ae Commanding, &c.: 

; Str: Your letter of the 21st ultimo, which bears no postmark, was 

laid upon my table since my return from Atlanta. 

_ IT regret to see that you seem to have fallen into the error, now so 
common among Confederate officers, that the States derive their 
powers, and the people of the States their rights and privileges, from 

the will of Congress; when in fact Congress and the Confederate 

Government derive all the powers they possess from the delegation of 
the respective States. 

You say: 
_ Iam aware that the Legislature at its late session resolved that “all civil and 
military officers of this State shall be exempt.” 
To this, however, I would respectfully reply that the act of Congress did not 
submit this question to the respective Legislatures, but to the respective Gov- 
ernors; and I insist that the Legislature could not require the Governor to give a 
certificate that all the civil and military officers of the State are necessary for the 
proper administration of the State government, if, in point of fact, he did not 
believe that such was the case. They had no right, either legal or moral, to tax 
; your conscience with a certificate which the laws of the country had submitted 
; to your decision. 
Now, the fundamental error into which you have fallen is in assum- 
ing that Congress, and not the State Legislatures, have jurisdiction 
over State officers, and that the acts of Congress, when in conflict 
with the Constitution, are the ‘‘laws of the country.” 

The State Legislature has declared that all civil and military officers 
of the State shall be exempt. Congress has declared that such State 
officers as the Governors of the respective States may certify to be 
necessary for the proper administration of the State government are 
exempt. Now, if I understand your position, it is this, that Congress 
has the jurisdiction over this subject-matter, and is the higher power; 
and as Congress has referred this question to the Governor, you hold 
that if he should differ from the Legislature, and should believe that 
part only of the State officers should be exempt, he may, by virtue of 
the authority conferred upon him by Congress, set aside the act of 
the Legislature, and protect only part of the State officers, when the 
Legislature has said he shall protect them all. 

If Congress has the constitutional power to conscribe the officers of 
the States, you are right, as Congress in that case would also have 
the power to exempt such as it might think proper. Having the sole 
jurisdiction over the question, it might exempt such as the Governor 
should select, and independently of the act of the Legislature con- 
seribe all the balance. If on the other hand Congress has no power 
to consecribe the State officers and the States alone have jurisdiction 
over their own officers, Congress cannot confer upon the Governor 
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the power to turn over to conscription State officers while in the faith- 
ful discharge of duty, in the teeth of an act of the Legislature 
declaring that they shall be exempt. co A 

The whole question in dispute thus seems to turn upon the jurisdic- 
tion of Congress over the State officers, and I beg leave to call your 
attention to the fact that the supreme court of your own State has 
decided it against you in the very case in which they held that Con- 
gress has power to conscribe ‘‘the population of the States.” The 
court uses this language: : 

We have said that ‘‘the power to raise armies” is unlimited as to the use of 
means. We have not said that it is unlimited as to the subjects upon whom it 
may operate. There are certain first principles which underlie all governments 
and all organized society, the violation of which the framers of governments 
are not supposed to intend, and the attempted violation of which will always be 
arrested. ; 


Again they say: ' 

The Government of the Confederate States was formed by the sovereign people 
of the respective States for specific, well-defined purposes; but they retained for 
other purposes equally well defined their several pre-existing governments. 

To enable it to accomplish one of the purposes for which it was instituted, we 
say they granted it unlimited power in the use of means to raise armies from 
their population. But if ever that Government shall apply those means to the 
enrollment of the officers and agents by whom the State governments are operated 
and without whose agency their machinery must stop, it will manifestly transcend 
its limit by violating the intention of those who conferred the power. 


Congress, therefore, having no jurisdiction over the officers of the . 
States and no power to enroll them by a former act, referred the ques- 
tion to the Legislatures of the respective States to say what officers 
they claimed as exempt. The Legislature of this State in response 
said it claimed all the civil and military officers of the State. 

By a subsequent act Congress referred the question to the Goy- 
ernor, but it is very clear that both Congress and the Governor are 
bound by the action of the Legislature upon this subject-matter, as it 
alone, subject only to the restrictions imposed by the State constitu- 
tion, has jurisdiction over it, to determine what officers are necessary 
to prevent the machinery of the State government from stopping. 

If Congress had passed an act declaring the State officers subject to 
enrollment it would have been in violation of the Constitution and 
void; and our own supreme court have in effect pledged themselves 
that they would so declare it. Their language on this point is: 

In the population of the States there is ample scope and verge for the exercise 
of the power in question without invading the departments of the State govern- 
ment. So far the Congress has recognized the limit here pointed out by an act 
of exemption directory of their enrolling officers. We have said that they may 
be safely trusted for its observance, and we now add that, in our opinion, if ever 


regardless of it, the judicial interposition sought and refused in this case might 
properly be invoked. 


In my address to which you refer, after referring to the acts of Con- 
gress and the resolution of the Legislature, I have said: 


In conformity to the resolution of the General Assembly I have certified to the 
President that I claim as exempt all civil and military officers of this State. 


Their exemption is not claimed by the State under the act of Con- 
gress nor accepted as matter of grace or favor from Congress; nor 
does the certificate so state. It is claimed as matter of reserved right 
under the Constitution and by virtue of the resolution of the General 
Assembly of the State independently of any legislation which Congress 
has or can enact. 


aes BS ayy: 
ing of the resolutions you are pleased t 
re, from your knowledge of the members of the : v 
did not contemplate such a result from their action as it 
s likely to follow. By this I presume I am to understand that 
when the members voted for a resolution to exempt all civil and mil- 
itary officers they did not understand the meaning of the language 
_ they used, and when they said all they only meant part. Ok 
_ I dismiss this part of your letter with the single remark that from 
a tolerably intimate acquaintance with most of [the] members I am 
happy to be able to assure you that I entertain a very different opinion 
of their capacity, and think you have done them injustice by greatly 
underrating their intelligence. . 

T am fully aware of the importance of adding to our armies all the 
men who can be spared without so crippling our agricultural and 
mechanical interests as to make it impossible for us to support the 

_ armies in the field and the women and children at home. I have never 

failed to do my part in this particular. Prior to the extension of con- 
scription from seventeen to fifty the President never made a requisi- 
tion upon me for troops that I did not fill. To his last call I responded 
with more than double the number required. 

You will doubtless agree with me that it is quite as important that 
the armies be clothed and fed and the helpless wives and children of 
the soldiers be supported as it is that we keep armies in the field, and 
that the conscription of so large a number as to leave no means of 
support at home would be as fatal an error as we could possibly com- 
mit. With 200,000 or 250,000 brave men in the field well fed and com- 
fortably clad, and their families at home well supported, with all the 
advantages we have as the invaded party, we are in no danger of 

- subjugation. With 500,000 men in the field destitute of food and 

_ clothing and their families at home naked and starving, we would be 
, weak indeed, as our armies so situated must soon disband and we 
would beruined. In your zeal to increase your command it is possible 
you may earry conscription to an extent that will so seriously cripple 
the agricultural and mechanical interests of the State as to prevent 
the production of the necessary supplies another year, and thus ruin 
the cause you attempt to serve. As so much depends upon your 
orders whether bread shall be made in this State for another year, I 
beg to remind you of your duty to grant the most liberal details to 
farmers and other laboring men. When no immediate assault is 
expected by the enemy both common sense and patriotism dictate that 
the reserves should not be kept in camp, but that they should be 
detailed and sent home to labor in their fields and shops, to produce 
supplies to sustain their own families and the families of those who 

are absent in other States defending our rights. - 

If the policy adopted last fall with the portion of the Home Guards 
called into the field under your command is adopted with those now 
called out, and they are kept in camp away from their agricultural 
pursuits when there is no immediate use for their services, the most 
deplorable results must follow. You cannot be ignorant of the fact 
that after all the efforts the State authorities can make there is great 
danger that many soldiers’ families will suffer this summer for bread, 
and that if there is enough in this State there is certainly no surplus. 
If this is so when all who are to constitute your command were at 
home last year, what may we expect another year if they are all taken 
away from their fields and workshops? 
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Your enrolling officers are now dragging from their homes hun- 
dreds who leave helpless families with no prospect of support, to be 
added to the long list already in so deplorable a condition. They 
have not the number of slaves necessary to entitle them under the act 
of Congress to exemption, and if you do not grant them liberal details 
or furloughs when not needed to meet an assault of the enemy, their 
families must suffer. : 

Again, others with constitutions wrecked and health ruined, are 
being forced by your enrolling officers to conscript camps or assigned 
by boards of surgeons to what is called second-class duty. 

If you do not interfere for their relief many of these wretched men 
must linger out upon a sick couch a miserable existence for a few 
short weeks or months and fall victims to an unwise policy without the 
hope of being able to render any valuable service-to the country. 

I have reason to believe that it is this severe rigor in the exercise of 
conscription which has caused the people in many counties and dis- 
tricts in this State to elect men within conscript age to fill county 
offices. They have felt the necessity of having some able-bodied men 
at home to attend to home affairs and to look to the wants of the suffer- 
ing families of soldiers. 

You say we need farmers and mechanics and not justices of the 
peace, deputy sheriffs, clerks, and militia officers athome. You seem, 
however, to overlook orignore the important fact that probably nine- 
tenths of the justices of the peace, deputy sheriffs, clerks, and militia 
officers of this State within conscript age, who are exempt, are neither 
farmers nor mechanics; and that a large proportion of them have 


been elected by the people to keep them at home as farmers and — 


mechanics, as well as officers; far from the annoyance of conscript 
officers and the uncertainties of obtaining details which must be had 
at the sacrifice of much valuable time in running the red-tape round 
prescribed by Confederate officers to obtain them. 

You refer to. the number of justices of the peace and constables in 
the State, and express the opinion that a smaller number would be 
sufficient, and that persons over fifty years of age could as well fill 
these positions. 

As Ihave already shown, the Legislature, which has the sole jurisdic- 
tion over this question, has not left it to you or me to say that a smaller 
number is sufficient. They have laid down the rule, and I have no 
discretion but to execute the law, nor have I any power to say what 
shall be the age of the man who receives the commission. The con- 
stitution and laws of this State leave the selection to the voters and 
not to the Executive. My duty is to commission those who are legally 
elected, and not to dictate to the people who they shall elect. As 
stated in the address to which you refer, there are some individual 
cases in which selections are made which I regret, but I have no right 
to reverse the decision in the legal exercise of the elective franchise. 
I have not said the officers are not necessary, the Legislature has 
decided that question, but I have expressed regret that in some indi- 
vidual cases the people had not selected a different class of men to 
fill them. 

The same remark may probably be made with reference to the 
militia officers, the number of whom has been greatly overestimated 
by you. With occasional exceptions, the people have elected farmers 
and mechanics who are among our most useful citizens at home in 
producing supplies and relieving the necessities of soldiers’ families. 
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__ The law requires me to keep up the militia organization which may” 
be useful for police purposes, and may be needed to suppress negro 
insurrection in the counties, as well as to arrest deserters from the 
Army, which by proclamation I have required them to do. 
_ Inenumerating the civil and military officers in this State, you must 
not forget the important fact that a very large proportion of them are 
exempt from conscription, independently of their offices. Many are 
over the age of conscription, others are wounded soldiers, or exempt 
from physical debility or other causes; and many hold both civil and 
mnilitary offices, as, for instance, justice of the peace and captain of 
the militia, while others hold the office of clerk of the superior and 
inferior courts, and in some instances ordinary also. Thus you see 
that you do very great injustice if you count each office as filled by a 
separate individual, and each individual as protected by the office. 
A man is over the conscript age and holds the offices of ordinary, 
clerk of the superior and inferior courts of his county; here three 
offices are filled and nobody is exempted on account of either of them. 

You refer to the great necessity for calling men into the field 
immediately to meet the enemy now pressing us on the sea-board and 
on the northwest. 

In this connection I beg to remind you that the State had a militia 
organization which would have been thorough and complete by this 
time, ready to meet the enemy for this emergency, which has been 
much disorganized and crippled that its most active material might 
be taken to form your command, which I fear you may not be able to 
organize in time to meet the enemy on the front, where the great col- 
lision of arms occurs. If you should not, it may be very unfortunate 
for the State that the organization which she had prepared for her own 
defense has been disturbed. 

Our gallant, self-sacrificing troops at the front, who stand like a liv- 
ing breast-work between their homes and the enemy, who have under- 
gone much suffering for food and clothing, know the importance of 
having a sufficient force at home to make supplies for themselves and 
their families, and of maintaining the government and sovereignty 
of their State, for which—as well as for the achievement of our inde- 
pendence—they left their homes and took up arms. 

These men also know how much the agricultural and mechanical 
interests of the country upon which their bread depends are crippled 
by the annoying detail system, which hinders so much of a farmer’s 
time in keeping his papers right, to enable him to cultivate his land 
and make bread by the permission of the Government. 

They also have the intelligence to see that it would be infinitely 
better that those whom it is the policy of the Confederate Govern- 
ment to leave at home to produce provisions should be left free from 
this annoyance to make all the supplies in their power, the surplus 
to be turned over under proper laws to the support of the Army and 
the families of soldiers at home. They do not therefore complain 
when auseful farmer or mechanic is elected to a State office, and left 
at home to attend to the double duty of making supplies and dis- 
- charging the functions of his position; nor do they labor to raise a 
clamor and excite prejudice against the government of their State, 
which is exerting all its power and energies to clothe them when 
naked, and to feed and clothe their helpless families at home. 

This outcry against the State government and State officers comes 
up from the almost countless swarms of Confederate officers, agents, 
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* and detailed men who, as the favorites of power, have obtained safe — 


and comfortable positions in the rear, while their less-favored com- 
rades, who seldom get furloughs or details, are required to meet the 
enemy in front. This class of protected men—vastly more numerous 
than all the protected State officers—all in the pay of the Govern- 
ment, who can be found in every city, town, backwoods village, rail- 
road car, and hotel in the State, or almost anywhere else but in front 
of the Army, who are much engaged in attention to their own private 
business and speculations, or in earnest, industrious efforts to man- — 
age and control the politics of the State, while their fellow-soldiers 
are required to meet the enemy on the battle-field, seem to feel the 
necessity of diverting public attention from themselves, which they 
conceive can be best accomplished by raising ‘public clamor, and 
attempting to excite public indignation against the State government 
and the State officers who are exempt from military duty. The chief 
difference between the two classes is, that the State officers are 
exempt from the fatigues and dangers of the battle-field without 
drawing pay from the Government during the time they are so 
exempt, while the Confederate officers and agents of the class referred 
to enjoy the same exemption from danger and draw regularly as 
much pay from the Government as those who are exposed to the 
greatest peril. 

I am perfectly willing for the army in the field as well as the people 
at home to decide upon the respective merits of the two classes, and 
to say who most deserve to be ‘‘ withdrawn from their official retreats ” 
and brought into the active service of the country, where the enemy 
is to be met and the victory lost or won. In your earnest efforts to 
fill up the ranks of the Army with State officers, let me beg of you 
not to forget the numerous class above referred to, a large number 
of whom I feel quite sure could be spared from their retreats for 
duty in the field, and no injury done to the service, ‘‘ while the ranks 
of our Army would be consideraly increased.” 

Very respectfully, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


[May 5, 1864.—For Polk to Davis, in relation to raising companies 
for local defense, see Series I, Vol. XX XIX, Part II, p. 579.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, May [6], 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary of War: 

Str: The regimental organization and the command of the reserves 
having been provided for by the assignment of a general officer to 
each State for those purposes, I have the honor respectfully to sub- 
mit that authority be given this Bureau to organize, equip, and 
place in conscript service in each Congressional district one company, 
to be composed of persons of the reserve classes.and such others as 
may be declared unfit for active service in the field. These compa- 
nies to contain not more than 100 men, to be either cavalry or infantry, 
and to be kept on duty at the discretion of the commandants of con- 
scripts under the order of this Bureau, but to be subjected to 


~—_ 
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giving to the conscripti 


e al to the efficient performance of their duties. * 
cond. That these companies can be mainly constituted of non- 


1e country. : 
‘hird. That they will form a nucleus for the rapid rendezvous of 


and munitions for such regiments; and, 
Fourth. Being composed mainly of sedate persons, having personal 
interests in the localities, they will constitute an unexceptionable 
police. . : 
__ For these reasons I respectfully recommend that the arrangement 
be allowed. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
= JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
OConscript Superintendent. 


[Indorsement. ] 
May 6, 1864. 
_ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
The authority may be given as guards are required in each camp 
_and for conscript duty, but the persons selected should be of those 
least required for industrial pursuits. 
JAS Se 


Secretary. 


¢ 


RIcHMOND, May 6, 1864. 
General COOPER: 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Assistant 
Adjutant-General Clay’s note of the 4th instant informing me of the 
_ Secretary’s decision in regard to the cases of the Marylanders whose 
term of service has expired, and can only say that I deeply regret the 
eonclusion to which the Department has arrived in regard to the sub- 
ject presented. Some of these parties are now in the Maryland Line, 
having been ordered to it since they enlisted, and will doubtless 
re-enter it if discharged; but their ground of complaint is, that they 
are endeavored to be conscripted into said line; not allowed their free 
choice. In plain words, they consider that the Government is violat- 
ing faith, and the effect is anything but beneficial to the service. If 
they should be discharged and leave the front with the enemy before 
them, the infamy will be theirs; but if it is their right, they should 
be permitted to enjoy it. I don’t believe that there are twenty Mary- 
landers in the Virginia army who would leave it if discharged under 
such circumstances; but I am equally sure that if there be any of that 
description the attempt to hold them forcibly will fail to accomplish 
its object after their term has expired.. This very question has been 
fully elaborated in the Richmond papers within the past week in criti- 
cisms on the action of the Yankee Government in holding their troops 
under corresponding circumstances, and you may rely upon it that 
acts savoring of bad faith will have the same effect everywhere, and 


‘Pree ea 


on authorities a permanent local oe 
oducers, and thus will not affect injuriously the productive industry 


the regiments, and may be placed on guard in charge of the stores” 
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such conduct heretofore evinced on the part of persons seeking pro- 
motion has had no little agency in paralyzing the efficiency of Mary- 
land organizations. At this very moment men are here from Charles- 


ton, having reported to the provost-marshal here, whose term of — . 


service has expired. They applied for transfer to the Maryland Line 
near a month ago, but, as they say, their applications are disre-_ 
garded, and that they are, in spite of such applications and the assur- 
ances of the Government given in the late general order to that effect, 
endeavored to be forced to re-enlist at Charleston. They are leaving 
their posts, availing themselves of any route to escape, as they say, 
acts of despotism. Such was the language of one of these men whom 
I met on the street here this very day, and when I admonished him 
that he was incurring the penalty of a deserter, he replied, the Gov- 
ernment might shoot him if they pleased, but that he would not go 
‘pack to Charleston, having served his full term of enlistment. I 
merely give you facts. This party I learn has registered his name 
with General Winder. The class of people who are here for plunder 
would gladly see such cases brought before the courts, to be used by 
them as a plea for not doing their duty. I can only report my con- 
viction that the Department is, in my judgment, acting under very 
bad advice. 
Yours, truly, ‘ 
GEO. P. KANE. 


[First indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 17, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
H. L. CLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


MAY 20, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

I cannot concur in these views. The Marylanders who have entered 
our service and cast their lot with us are surely to be regarded as 
residents, and are only required to do as our own citizens and other 
residents. The case of the enemy’s soldiers cited in illustration has 
no analogy. Had all Yankees of the ages of these soldiers been sub- 
jected to like military service, could there be either surprise or com- 
plaint if they were retained in service? The injustice with them is, 
they were expressly receipted and exempted even from draft, but are 
still, notwithstanding, forced to remain in service. I see no cause to 
change the decision or course of the Department. 

J. A.-S., 
Secretary. 
[Third indorsement. | 
9 : 
Major Rreuy: 2 ee 

This is a correspondence that cannot have a different result from 
being extended. A previous letter to Mr. Kane explained to him the 
views of the Department and its determination upon the question 
involved. I do not think it essential, therefore, that the Secretary’s 
indorsement should be communicated to Mr. Kane. 
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are announced for the information of all concerned, and the — 
tel ion of officers and agents of the Government is directed 


Ricumonp, VA., May 4, 1864. = 


Sir: In reviewing the schedules of prices for May and June we invited the _ 
peration and aid of Mr, William B. Harrison, and it is just to add that the — 
schedules received the unanimous approval of the commissioners. = 
e respectfully offer the accompanying schedules, A and B, with the under- 
nding that the prices are to remain for the months of May and June, unless in 
the interval it should be deemed necessary to modify them. — = 
The following prices are to be the maximum rates to be paid for the articles 
npressed in all cities and usual places of sale, and when impressed on the farms — 
or elsewhere the same prices are to be paid. 
- Under existing circumstances we have deemed it not only just, but most likely 
to favor increased production, that producers in future should not be required to 
transport their surplus productions when impressed, but that the agents of the 
Government should employ or impress the neighborhood or county wagons and 
teams to haul all such articles, and so divide the work between the owners of 
wagons and teams as to be least prejudicial to those successfully engaged in 
agriculture. 
aa SCHEDULE A. 


Articles. Quality. Description. Quantity. Price. 
1| Wheat........ i White or red ....-.-. Per bushel of 60 pounds. 
s 2 | Flour Win@secesecot n= -| Per barrel of 196 pounds. 
ee ee di Superfine -.... og AOS a sate eee 
= aaa do. Extra superfine <0ses 
5m do. PaMily nana. 28 Sasesel ses d0.ceeae oat eae eee 
3 | Corn z 
4 4] Unshelled corn. ........ 
5 | Corn-meal] ..-.....-...-.. Good Per bushel of 50 pounds. 
Gl SEW ies ass eaerinsessos Prime Per bushel of 56 pounds. 
7 | Cleaned oats,..-.---.--.-|.--.- d Per bushel of 82 pounds. 
8 | Wheat bran .....-...... Good. Per bushel of 17 pounds 
DU ESHOLiA sce cocs ons cm cailenise ad Per bushel of 22 pounds. 6 Bo 
10 | Brown StUtls- cose soenie.locee= Per bushel of 28 pounds. Ae ee 
le SES) rh OSFo1 i rt Reese rae Per bushel of 37 pounds. pia) 
PoE ERCON cone -resess eas aeel-=- = PerVownl a. seme see 3.00 
ORES SoG a segs =e Geneel Nia aa Ao Aree O0se 2 seus eenen aasenee 2. 60 2 
14 | Fresh pork ....-..------ Per pound net weight... 2. 25: 
= Mose antenna) ooo. soso =e (BES Sere a| CA Sr Se ene aera Per pound..-..-..------- 8.00 
_ 16 | Horses and mules....... First class....| Artillery, &c ...--.- Average price per head -| 500.00 
¥, Dia WV2O ON aioe caesin nine ani=o.0 Fair or merino| Washed ..-..-.----- Per Bonne Sos semoeemeenee 3. 00 
3 19 Ie. AOS copes snes eve | occ deeene WinwashedSsess--enoer - OFcc2 escent 2.00 
= TONE PEGS ae cass one oneis seen Gootltesaseae et tiasnas se eniccasten eee Per bushels, ----s-s-—ee0 12. 00 
0) SOON Szcer aceci-ccse oielet mnie ls'e oar (IGT aes SAGd BeOS SOO S ARO OSOnC Ta omeEs Ornincins mab aeemyaenee 12. 00 
F. DIG POtAlOCS .a-<c=c2eenisame,n|sisainim Ove canaas irishescscsc a2 seicitae| meals (ISS eae sceraretene 5. 00 
: Pj 7a a ahr Oise SeaS 60S aUrad Beans On san = SWeeticscn csr ceca cecleresc CF ree eee SITE 8.00 
Del MORONS sao kaicac cio’ oncies|- 0a Oona lnieanic sinwin Sain iolaeinie'aes alent GOrcckacacec ae ase 5. 00 
24 | Dried peaches --.-......-.]..-.- OG2a--5 een Pecled’sase--saese een oeies oiavacscseeataceces 8. 00 
bili eede Gwe eo eee reccale cass CD: Unpeeled ...........|.--.- Orn sca aer sacersesoun 4.50 
26 | Dried apples..........-.|.-:.- (Uns asacies Peeled <<< cewncaweleenes Gasser Sh Sa aSo SoS 5. 00 
DT At AY, DALOM csc acacmlesases| scm = (0 Cr eae Timothy or clover-.| Per 100 pounds.--..-.--- 3.90 
OLD ea Gomecce ma SE IIS ES (i Reenae Orchard or herd |}....- Come tareeaecensae 3. 90 
grass. 
Qa se ay, UNDaled i <acseciecine|ss=o- DOrecnmmacelesece GO Keseistetate aciaerscoal Meera omeer an er aeeceaaine 3. 
30 | Sheaf oats, baled ....-..]..-.- GO se2 ano nas onsen areciseteeeaiieieae loa (eed EEO ORE ea SOe 4. 4 
31 | Sheaf oats, unbaled .--..}.--.- dG nats soil pe cecsaaere eee aera Oe aes eee rcn 3. 50 
32 | Blade fodder, baled .....|.--.- (i SERBS DErrpamoaercioe carers | ener CGesees earner a ame acs 3. 90 
33 | Blade fodder, unbaled...|---.- Oe seins Weetaeie erie etme tel ma aise do.-.------------+--+ : Bs 
84 | Sbucks, baled......----.].---- QO0iccce Sa a0| saath acer seere=s eee (aes Sepocee re sere ee 
85 | Shucks, unbaled ...--.-.|----- i rn ere Merercriscoc tienes) Smee dOivssataessee so-so se rae 
36 | Wheat straw, baled.....|.--.- (i RERRRHINES acer: csecr Ser Scr sors Oem eecewie semen aoe 
37 | Wheat straw, unbaled ..|.-.-- AO .-...---|-2---- coon ee eee ------|e =~ dO25-<-2-.0---- eee ee 
SG DPasturgge <=. - 2.26 cn cn.| cess Oss sneeeee Diterionree. .enes-on. Per head per month..... 5 
AO estas eee Superior ...---|----- OOles ese coceee hanes QOsea eaxe ene eee ae 4.00 
QO ase First rate.....|----- do ........-.....|----- DOP se anon -- + 0nnnn= 5. 00 
Gone ee ae Good=.<-.-2--| Nearcities...-.-..2)22.: - AOieases viene eeeaaae 5.00 
Ou ce eras sine niniaca 245,00 Superior......|.-.-- OL ipeeewretatace mais | foie - OE aR eae peRo crests - 6. 00 
43 |, 202-00 veces seecdd cee MIPst TAtC i vecrlesiescQ0l cos nieccersneslsccns (CO sweshmalc a naceteeeer 7.00 


UV iueparox-.25-cks5002-< .....-.| Manufacte ured .-.-- 
Tk a a el eget | BP er rs No. 1 quality ------ 
6 ac beeen Se emeg ae) INO. 2 QUBOY: ce cmos eceee a 
Gaaeiaeiee veces es | sen RO camara No.3 quality -.-. 


SRaleOatl ION, oes = sep acs mes lOrs ean ans rior a ne annie es ee a ae Oncaseeeasaeerestta 
Distr so <n o nn ninecsfeces C0 oo aa0>--} MABENOSS © enna sm ‘er POURRA. 2 sasee== = 


MEE EANO areas nok cowecwes ois een AO) 5 a mee| SIOIO woes s anea' ante 
acd Oreaswe acute ts ieas| sion G0: 522% = =} Upper ia-aa2sk een aes eee eee 
See do ....---.| Gross weight --.. SESS A 
Sere GREASE Superlor sc. assis cackOc cose essa cee caaeaee 
OUalins «.< do .. First rate.....|..... 3 Ci ee ee) rer ee ee ee 
67 | Salt beef. A 
(3s! [a et ee ees 
69 | Army woolen cloth, 3-4 
yard. 
70 | Army woolen cloth -.--- 
71 | Army woolen cloth, 6-4 |....-do -.-...--- 
yard. 
72 | Army woolen cloth : 
TSU EaRBOLS; 8-4 a5--252ses5- 555200 son nace 6 ounces per yard. : 
74 | Cotton shirting, 3-4 ...-.|..-.-- POssns-ese 4% yards to pound. . -|72.-.d0..5.52---2sanseeeee 
75 | Cotton shirting, 7-8 ..---|.--.- CO-aateae 3 yards to pound. (00 scn5 == sees 
76 | Cotton sheeting, 4.4..--.|.--.-. 0 \em seer 3 yards to pound... ¢}.- 2+-GQeas cone cael 
* 77 | Cotton, Osnaburg, 3-4 -.-|.-...do ..--..-- 6 ounces per yard: \:|t~..-d0<. S220. -- eee oeeee 
78 | Cotton, Osnaburg, 7-8 ---|----- OG se 8 Sse 8 ounces per yard—-2).<-. .d0-~- 5. -scessceeeee #98: ; 
79 | Cotton tent cloths ......|..... dOiaasacns 10 ounces per yard ne E 
80 i 
81 | Army shoes .... Sp Seo Oro satay Lecco aes Segect Per pairiss.-4---- eee 15. 00 
S2eehOS “GhEead: ss <2). sinss=+=|ss <6 200 taser eaelaa eee ae ein «pene eet Per pound 3.00 $< 
83 | Woolsocks, men’s .- As Pee «t Per 1. 25 
84 | Corntop fodder, baled - . -do .. -| Per 2.40 Z 
goa Oorntop fodder, unbaled.|-..:.d0 «- S2s221).a2- seme se eset ae 1.50 q 
86 | Wheat chaff, baled....-.|....- 7 CSS PARR sons A) ore 2.40 
87 | Wheat chaff, unbaled .-.|....-. O-..2eoo5.|scccscsscane cee eeeeaitemee 1.50 
88 | Sorghum molasses. ..-...|.-..- do Sa ss s2-|s3 sss aese eee eee Per 20. 00 
89 | Pasturage for sheep ---.|.-.-.- d0:-2--==--|" Interlor==-=. aaa Per - 40 
Ce aeece UO isey- CSE H ORC Se EOD Superior-—--.-)>- +=: dO: ssc ncleceeelesee ae di - 50 
(ile Beets dotesemenenstaee ae: First rate..-.-. |scma d0': 2-2 <accoscnee een - 60 
| 


a Pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 
b On the above enumerated cotton cloths, pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


In assessing the average value of the first-class artillery and wagon horses and 
mules at $500, we designed that the term should be accepted and acted upon 
according to its obvious common-sense import. In other words, that they should 
be selected and then impressed accordingly as their working qualities and adap- 
tation to army service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a 
judicious purchaser in considering them as coming within the contemplation of 
the commissioners when they assessed the average value of such horses as the 
Government needed at $500. But cases might arise, however, when the public 
exigencies would be so urgent as to demand that all horses at hand should be 
impressed, Yet under ordinary circumstances, when family or extra-blooded 
horses or brood mares of admitted high value are impressed, we respectfully sug- 
gest to the Secretary of War to have instructions forwarded to the impressing 
officers to propose and allow the owners to substitute in their stead such strong, 
sound, and serviceable horses or mules as shall be considered and valued by com- 
Dene and disinterested parties as first-class artillery horses or first-class wagon 
mules. 

The term ‘‘ average value per head” is in contradistinction to a fixed and uniform 
price for each horse or mule. We supposed that in impressing a number of horses 
or mules, whether owned by several persons or one individual, that some might 
be estimated at $300 and others at different advanced rates, according to their 
worth, up as high as $700—thus making an average value or price for a number 
of good, sound, and efficient horses or mules $500 each. 


all respects, be classed as a first-class artill 

d justly and considerably curtail his value. So a horse from tei 

ars of age might be deemed in all other particulars as a first-clas 

r 'se, but of course, however efficient or able to render good service fo: 
r so, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his value. 


‘se, must, according to deficiencies, fall below the maximum price; and as few 
mparatively come up to the standard, and therefore are entitled to the maxi- 


um price, so of course in all other instances the price shoula be proportionately 
uced, as imperfections place them below the standard of first class, &c. 


SCHEDULE B.—Hire of labor, teams, wagons, and drivers. 


Quantity and time. | Price. 
LL |LTRETy TEAS i ae Per 100 pounds ......- $0. 90 
2| Shelling and bagging corn; sacks furnished by Government .-..| Per 56 pounds ....---- 05 
|) ESRUILEIVES = oA 0> S585 ion Sep eee ec See se: Soe a neo Seance er ice Per cwt. per mile ...-.. 08 
Seared ert A eee eee lomo Aa gece wine pec dddncr sine =nades cease Per bushel per mile .. 04 
5 | Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by | Per day -.-...-..-..--. 10. 00 
: | _ owner. 
6 |. Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government ..-....-----|.---- d0s-c ecto eoee 5. 00 
_ 7| Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by |.---. Oldies eas acne oe 13. 00 
owner. 
8 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government..--.....--.]..--- OOtn os bee see see 6.50 
- 9| Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by |.----do.--....--------- 16.00 
owner. 
10 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government .........-..|-.... Ok eten oe eee Se 8. 00 
11 | Hire of laborer; rations furnished by owner.-........-.-..------|-.-.- OOyeseasnneemesaee 2.50 
12 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government -.-.....--.---|.--.- @Oigees antes sete 1.50 
1s | Hire of same; rations and clothing furnished by owner.-...---- Per: mouth aos e ose 50. 00 
14 }) Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government .--....-....]---.- COs eet sea e eee 30. 00 
15 | Hire of teamsters; rations furnished by Government ..-..-..-...|..--- CS Ce peer ee eames 40. 00 
16 | Hire of laborer; clothing and rations furnished by Government-.| Per year.......-----.- 800. 60 
17 | Hire of sanie; clothing and rations furnished by owner ....-..--.}.--.. OO ~scteescseeceese 550. 00 
18 | Hire of same; rations only furnished by Government -...--..-.--.|----- 0) cso ee ane one eee! 400. 00 
19 | Hire of ox carts, team, and driver; rations furnished by owuner--| Per day...-.-.-------- 10. 00 
20 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government .........--.|----- GS HRs SRA ase 5. 00 


Upon further consideration we have concluded to value sheaf oats, hay, and 
blade fodder east of the Blue idee Mountains, when baled, at $5.40 per 100 
pounds, and unbaled at $4.50 per 100 pounds,and shucks baled at $3.90 per 100 
pounds, and $3 unbaled. 


REVISION OF THE SCHEDULE OF FEBRUARY AND MARCH LAST. 


Since the adoption of our last schedules for the months of February and March 
the financial bills passed by Congress, taxing the currency, have seriously impaired 
the value of the old issues of Confederate Treasury notes. At this juncture large 
numbers of horses and mules were impressed and paid for in a currency which 
was in a few days thereafter to be taxed 334 per cent. 3 

The Board of State Commissioners having adjourned, and one of its members 
being out of the State, it could not be convened in time to review our schedules 


‘of prices. Under this state ot facts we have re-examined and rearranged our 


tariff of prices, so far as we have been advised of recent impressments, proposing, 
in this mode, to remedy any diminution of valuation which may have resulted 
from the action of Congress upon the currency. Therefore we assess the average 
value of artillery or wagon horses or mules, impressed since the passage of the 
currency bill of the 17th of February last, at $600. This award will entitle each 
person to receive higher compensation accordingly as each horse or mule recently 
impressed may be considered as being a first, second, or third class artillery or 
wagon horse or mule, whether the parties appeal to our Board or not; and the 
impressing agents and officers should forthwith call on all of those persons of 
whom they impressed horses or mules and propose a settlement upon the fore- 
going basis, but allowing to each person only such prices as first, second, and third 
Class artillery. or wagon horses or mules may be estimated at, assuming our aver- 
age appraisement of $600 as a fair medium valuation. This, then, would allow a 
maximum price of $800,and a minimum price of $400, making $600 the average 
price—thus allowing more for first-class horses or mules and proportionately less 


rse, however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery . 
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for the inferior,as they may fall below the grade of first class. Payment ot 
_ whatever amount may awarded to be made in the old issue of Treasury notes. 
as circulated before the 1st of April, or else in the new issue, but with a deduc- 
tion in such cases of 33} per cent. from the additional sum allowed in each case. 

E. W. HUBARD, 

ROBERT GIBBONEY, 

WM. B. HARRISON, 

Commissioners for Virginia. 


bs geuuiaih ite ached saa te 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


we, 


All appeals and communications for the Board of Commissioners 
should be addressed to D. Saunders Chilton, secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners of the State of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., May 7, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to report that I have visited and carefully 
examined the Piedmont Railroad in order to ascertain from personal 
inspection its features and condition, and whether the Government 
could furnish any aid which-would materially hasten the completion 
of the road. The Piedmont Railroad is forty-eight and three-tenths 
miles in length, the heaviest grade coming northeast, sixty feet to 
the mile. In an opposite direction, that of least transportation, and 
therefore no great disadvantage, there is a grade on temporary track 
of 106 feet, the maximum permanent grade being only 68. The neces- 
sity of rock cutting, combined with the scarcity of blasting powder, 
led to the adoption of the temporary track. The road is completed * 
to a distance of thirty-one miles from Danville, where there is a 
break between iron and iron of four and a half miles, the rest of the 
road to Greensborough being completed. On this break the grading 
is practically finished, although there are still cross-ties to procure 
as well as stringers for Haw River bridge. The road will be opened, 
probably, by the 20th instant, or 25th at latest, and I do not know of 
any available labor at the disposal of the Government which would 
materially hasten the time of completion. The Quartermaster-General 
has been called upon for some assistance in hauling, which he has 
cheerfully promised, and the Engineer Department has been able to 
assist by supplying additional tools, principally axes. I found the. 
road thoroughly well and intelligently located and constructed, in 
consideration of the times, and the company’s force, although not 
large, energetically and satisfactorily employed, under the immediate 
and constant personal direction of the chief engineer, Capt. E. T. D. 
Myers, of the Engineer Corps. It gives me the more pleasure to be 
able to make this statement after personal inspection and conscientious 
conviction, as there is and has been much misapprehension. Few per- 
sons but those who have made the attempt have any conception of 
the innumerable difficulties which retard the completion of a great 
work of internal improvement in these disjointed times. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. RIVES, 
Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


- General B. Braaa: 


us been prosecuted by the engineer in charge. As much misapprehen- 
on has existed on this subject, and some reproach in popular esti- 


— J. A. SEDDON, 

E ; Secretary of War. 

[Second indorsement. ] = 

ae MAy 25, 1864. 

_ Read with satisfaction and returned to Secretary of War. = 
; Rined 


OPELIKA, ALA., May 8, 1864. 


GENERAL: I returned yesterday from my tour of investigation as to 


the secret treasonable society alleged to exist in this State. I met 


Colonel Falkner and Mr. A. R. Hill, who gave me their written state- 
ments herewith inclosed. Mr. Burke, who joined the society for the 
purpose of disclosing its secrets, became alarmed for his safety and 
has left this region of country. I was not able to communicate with 
him... I can find him at no distant period, I think, if it should be 
deemed necessary. Under these circumstances I was compelled to 
take his disclosures as made to Falkner and Hill and forwarded in 


their statements. Jam satisfied that the society embraces more than 
half the adult males of Randolph, Coosa, and Tallapoosa Counties, a 


large number in Calhoun and Talladega Counties, and a considerable 


- membership in some of the other counties in Alabama. It extends 


into portions of Georgia. I stateas a fact that the society has no reg- 
ular times or places of meeting, and has no organized ‘‘ lodges” or 
“* communities.” Men who have studied the obligations, signs, &e., 
and who can communicate them well are styled ‘‘ eminent,” and pass 
through the country giving the ‘‘ degree” to all whom they regard as 
fit subjects. The society is nameless, or, rather, has such name as 
any particular ‘‘eminent” may choose to give it for the occasion. Its 
general designation is the Peace Society. Norecords are kept. Hach 
initiate is an independent, dissevered link in a perfect chain. He is 
told by his eminents who are his associates or brethren, but meets 
them at no ‘‘ convocation” of the order. Hence the difficulty of pro- 
curing evidence. You prove one man to be a member, but outside of 
his statements you have no other proof of other memberships. It isa 
society without officers, a community without members. 

- But it is no less singular in its objects than its organization. Its 
obligation and its professed object, peace, are not objectionable, but 
its real teachings are as varied as the communities or even the men to 
which they are imparted. If the initiate is an ignorant but true man 
he is told that the object of the society is to procure an honorable 
peace; if disaffected as to the policy of the Government he is told that 
the aim is to procure a change of rulers; if a traitor, to produce 
mutiny among our soldiers, to destroy our loyal citizens, and to take 
the State back into the Union on any terms. A designing politician 


ation has been cast on both the engineer and the contractors, it is 


~ deemed only just to them to submit the report to your consideration. Bid 
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could precipitate the whole society into a measure that would appal 
many of its members if they could see the end of their actions or had 
results presented before them. I am inclined to the belief that no 
action will be taken by its leaders so long as our arms are victorious; 
but should great disasters befall us, the widespread distrust which 
marked the past winter would ripen into treason; and find in this 
society an organization that would prove disastrous to our cause. 

Under these circumstances I scarcely know what to do. If you wish 
a further investigation I will cheerfully give it. A shrewd detective 
would be of great service if unknown in this section of country. I 
can enter no county in any of the cotton States east of the Mississippi 
River where I am not recognized by some citizen, officer, or soldier. 
Tf I take a step the door of information is closed against me as an offi- 
cer in the Army. ; 

I shall leave in the morning for Columbus, Ga., on inspection, and 
shall defer further action in this matter until I hear from you. I may 
say that I believe Mr. Parsons, a prominent, talented Yankee lawyer 
at Talladega, is one of the most prominent members if not the head 
of this organization. 

I thought some time since that Colonel Seibels (late candidate for 
C.S. Senate) was connected with this order, and procured the statement 
of Major Hollis and Captain Dowd (the latter the commissary at this 
place and both most reliable gentlemen) in reference to him, herewith 
inclosed. Ihave found nothing further to connect him with the order. 
I have not been able to see Colonel Holly, to whom reference is made 
in this statement. If deemed necessary I will see him, although I 
have made considerable effort to do so. It is due Colonel Falkner to 
say that he enjoys the reputation of being aman of honor and a 
patriot. He is certainly a man of no mean abilities. Mr. Hill is an 
honest man, of good sense, but not of great ability. Should a detec- 
tive be sent out, I will cheerfully give him all information in my pos- 
session and all aid in my power. 

Since writing the foregoing I have heard of the raid on the railroad 
between Richmond and Petersburg. 

The forwarding of this report will be delayed a short time. It will 
be forwarded by my wife as soon as communications are re-estab- 
lished.* 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WALTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[First indorsement.] - 


Respectfully referred to Adjutant and Inspector General. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
é General. 
[Second indorsement.] 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
June 15, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. If approved, an 
intelligent officer from Louisiana can be sent to investigate this sub- 
ject more thoroughly, with authority to employ detectives. 
By order of General S. Cooper: 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*In connection with this paper, see Clanton to Polk i 
XXXIX Part IL y 58 p on to Polk, May 9, 1864, Series I, Vol. 
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Wie tees Exuisir A. a ©. he 
ba ee : = : 


ent of myself in regard to a secret organization oa dislo 


a 
i 


of certain citizens. 


ze 


First. Are all present constitutional men ?—Answer. I am. ; ; 
_ It now becomes necessary that you take upon yourselves an oath or obligation, 
_ which oath or obligation does not conflict with your political or religiousfeelings. 
The following is a synopsis of the obligation: . 
_ First. I promise and swear that I will not reveal or make known any of the 
secrets of this order to any person or persons, except it be to a brother of this 
_ order, and not to him or to them that I may hear so to be, but to him or to them, 

after strict trial and lawful information, I may believe him to be entitled to the 

same as I myself am now about to be. 

Second. I furthermore promise and swear that I will not cut, carve, mark, 

scratch, chop, &c., upon anything, movable or immovable, under the whole canopy 
_of heaven, whereby any of the secrets of this order might become legible or intel- 
 ligible through my unworthiness, 

Third. I furthermore promise and swear that I will not give it to an old man in 
4 his dotage, to a young man in his nonage, to a woman, or to a fool. 

Fourth. (I have forgotten in toto.) ; 

Fifth. I furthermore promise and swear that I will always be found aiding a 
brother of this order, that when I hear the word spoken or see the secret sign given 
I nats rush to his relief, and would feign myself his enemy to accomplish his 
relief. 

Sixth. I furthermore promise and swear that I will always be found aiding a 
brother of this order, his widow or orphan, they applying to me and I finding 
them worthy. ; 

Seventh. I furthermore promise and swear that I will not wrong a brother of 
this order nor suffer it to be done by others if in my power to prevent it. 

- Eighth. To all these and those, my solemn oath or obligation, I bind myself 
f 


3 under no less penalty than that of having my head cut open, my brains taken 
- from thence and strewn over the ground, my body cast to the beasts of the field 
or to the vultures of the air should I be so vile as to reveal any of the secrets of 

this order. 


The above is as correct an exposition of the obligation as I am able 
at present to make. 

The root and branch, as I understand, is to set on foot some tricks 
which would in the end become masters of the Government, accord- 
ing to the lectures of James Wood and Thomas Lambert. 

The intention of this secret organization is alone in opposition to 
the maintenance of a Confederate Government. I had long and ‘ 
instructive lectures from both Wood and Lambert; they were bend- 
ing their energies to make me an earnest worker of the order, that I 
might make this thing tell more effectually when I arrive at my com- 
mand, then stationed at Mobile. 

This thing was introduced to me by W. C. Brown, jr. After talking 
on the war subject he asked me how I would like to look into an 
order which had for its object the bringing about a speedy peace. I 
answered, ‘‘ Quite well.” He (Brown) then stepped away and beckoned 
to his friend to come thither, who was James Wood, who, after a few 
remarks, proceeded to confer the obligation which I have previously 
given. He (Wood) stated, as I was going to join my command soon 
I would be a very good hand to introduce the order in the army at 
Mobile. James Wood also said that Parton Vardenon was then gone 
to Virginia to introduce it in our army, and, if possible, to communt- 
cate it to our common enemy. He further stated that J. W. Joiner 
was gone in the direction of our Western army to get it through the 
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lines in that quarter; and further, Wood said his son-in-law, John H. 
Paster, had been home on furlough and had also been initiated, and — 
was going to the Tennessee army, and would soon have the army well 
posted in this thing. : . 

The original of the above was handed me by Judge John T. Heflin, 
of Talladega, but I did not learn the name of the man who made the 
disclosure. 

James Wood has since been taken up by our cavalry and hung. 
Thomas Lambert, I learn, has run away and is supposed to have gone 


to the Yankees. 
J. FALKNER. 


[{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Statement of Maj. E. Hollis and Capt. W. C. Dowd in reference to a 
conversation between Colonel Serbels, of Montgomery, Ala., and 
Col. J. J. Holly, of Tallapoosa County, and. with Colonel Holly. 


About the 1st of March last Colonel Seibels and Colonel Holly were 
sitting on the veranda of the Exchange Hotel in Montgomery, when 
Major Hollis and Captain Dowd stepped to the window to go out. 
They, Seibels and Holly, were talking in a low tone. Colonel Seibels 
remarked to Colonel Holly that the arrangement was made and he 
was going on. Captain Dowd immediately stepped back and Major 
Hollis went through the window on the veranda and was introduced 
by Holly to Seibels. Holly remarked to Seibels that he (Hollis) was 
all right. Hollis took a seat a short distance off and heard Seibels 
mention several names, amongst them Hon. James Johnston and Dr. 
Tuggles, of Columbus, Ga., and George Reese, of West Point. The 
conversation was in an undertone and aroused his suspicions. That 
night he asked Holly what Seibels was up to. He replied that Seibels 
said that the Lincoln Government would not hear any proposition 
from the Jeff. Davis Government, and that he, Seibels, was anxious to 
know what could be done; that he was going to Washington; that 
the Arkansas, or Sebastian, platform had taken in Arkansas and would 
take in Alabama, and that the proposition was that slavery should be 
abolished in the present century, or should commence with the end of 
the present century. Hollis thinks the former. Colonel Holly stated 
that he (Holly) did not approve of it, and thought it would result in 
a great dealof harm. The foregoing is the substance of the conver- 
sation. 

K. HOLLIS. 
W. C. DOWD. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


Statement of Col. Jefferson Falkner and Mr. A. R. Hill, of Randolph 
Scott, Ala. (post-office, Wedowee), in reference to a secret 
society. : 


Some time about the 1st of March, 1864, Theophilus Burke, a citizen 
of Meriwether County, Ga., was induced by said Falkner and Hill to 
join a society, said to be organized for the overthrow of our Govern- 
ment. He did so. He was initiated into the society in Randolph 
County, Ala., by William Kent, of that county, known to be disloyal. 
He saw the obligation, herewith filed, marked Exhibit A,* and said 

——it-was the_obligation of the society. The fourth point in the obliga- 
tion he could not recollect. He stated to Mr. Hill that their object 


*See p. 395. 


> Home Guards (county reserve) and secessio: : 
tates that he showed Burke what purported to be a of the 
ith or obligation of the order, ora part of it, and that after Burke 
ined he stated that the paper was correct as far as it went, but did not 
tain all the obligation. (Exhibit A, hereto appended, isthe copy.) 
Said Falkner states, from the best information he can get from Burke 
other sources, that the object of the society is twofold— ose 
_ First. The organization of a political party opposed to the present 
Government. ea =: 
Second. By means of getting a majority of the people at home 
committed to them, and as many of the soldiers as possible, to either 
overturn the present Government or, by opposing and refusing to 
_ support it, to compel the present Government to make peace on such 
terms as can be obtained, let them be what they may. 
The grip of the order is given by taking hold of the hand as usual 
in shaking hands, only the thumb is turned with the side instead of 
the ball to the back of the hand, when the following dialogue ensues: 
“What is that?” ‘“‘A grip.” ‘A grip of what?” ‘A constitutional 


_ peace grip.” ‘‘Hasitaname?” ‘“‘It has.” ‘‘ Will you give it to me?” 
“*T did not so receive it, neither can I so impart it.” ‘‘How will you 
impart it?” ‘‘I will letter it with you.” ‘‘Letter it and begin.” 


**Begin you.” ‘‘No; you begin.” ‘‘Begin you.” They then spell 

the word peace by calling a letter alternately, beginning with any 
letter except the first. This is the password. The ordinary signs of 
recognition are given as follows: The party giving the sign takes up 

a stick or something of the kind in his hands, holding it in both in 
: front of the body and carelessly throwing it to the right, using both 

- hands. This is to be recognized by putting the right hand to the 
lock of the hair on the right side of the head as if pulling off some- 
thing and throwing it to the right. Another sign consists in tapping 
three times on the toe of the right foot with a switch or stick and 
then waving it to the right. Another sign consists in taking a 
switch, stick, or whip and setting it on the right thigh and then lean- 
ing it to the right. The sign to be given by the soldier on the battle- 
field is by the soldier carrying his gun with the muzzle inclined to the 
right, or an officer carries his sword with the point inclined to the 
right, and if on horseback, with the hilt resting on the thigh. The 
sign of distress is given by extending the right hand horizontally 
and then bringing it down by three distinct motions; or, if the sign 
cannot be given, then the words ‘“‘Oh, Washington!” are substituted 
for it. An expression used as a means of recognition is, ‘‘I dreamed 
that the boys are all coming home.” 

In the opinion of Mr. Hill two-thirds of Randolph County are mem- 
bers of the society; Colonel Falkner thinks a majority. Lieut. Col. 
E. B. Smith, commandant of the reserves of Randolph County, is a 
member; R. 8. Heflin, ex-State senator and now a lawyer of that 
county; Dr. R. L. Robertson, also a prominent Methodist preacher; 
W. W. Dobson, a justice of the peace; William Kent, an influential 
citizen and one of the prominent officers of the order; David A. Perry- 
man, late enrolling officer and a justice of the peace; Capt. William 
T. Smith, now at Demopolis commanding a company raised for con- 
script duty, and a large number of other citizens of Randolph County 
are members of the order. Colonel Falkner has been informed and 
believes that Henry W. Armstrong and A. A. West, the two mem- 
bers of the Legislature from that county, are members of the order, 
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Mr. Burke said that Lieut. N. B. D. Armon, the district enrolling 
officer at Talladega, isa member. Mr. Hill states that about the 1st 
of April last he, as an officer of the reserves, arrested T. J. Penning- 
ton, a deserter from the Army, with a forged furlough, sent him to 
the conscript camp at Talladega, and that Pennington (a member of 
the order) gave the sign, and that a lieutenant vouched for him, and - 
he was thereupon released, and got back to the county as soon as ~ 
those who carried him to Talladega. He has not since been heard 
from. Mr. Burke also stated that the Board of Surgeons at Talladega 
on the 1st of April were members. Colonel Falkner has~ learned 
through Burke that L. E. Parsons, a prominent lawyer of Talladega, 
isamember. L. McKee, a most prominent member of the order, told 
Burke that the battle of Missionary Ridge was lost and the surrender 
of Vicksburg was occasioned by the order. Burke also learned from 
the members of the order that Colonel Hannon (Army of Tennessee) 
and a large portion of his regiment were members of the order; that 
Captain Hannon, of same regiment, and most of his men were mem- 
bers of the order. The names of the members of the order as above 
furnished are given by Burke and Capt. M. D. Robinson, the enroll- 
ing officers of the county. Both Colonel F. and Mr. Hill believe it to 
be correct, from what they know of the men. 

JEFFERSON FALKNER. 

ABNER R. HILL. 


CLINTON, La., May 8, 1864. 
His Excellency H. W. ALLEN: 

Sir: At the time of Colonel Sandidge’s departure for Richmond the 
enemy were moving so as [to] envelop this section of the country, 
and not being able to foresee the result of these movements, I did 
not feel at liberty to proceed to Richmond with Colonel 8. I, how- 
ever, wrote to the President a communication in which the following 
subjects were fully and forcibly placed under his consideration, to wit: 

First. The appointments of commissioners to audit and pay the 
claims of our citizens for forage, subsistence, transportation, property, 
&c., impressed (whether legally or not) for Government use. 

Second. The grossly illegal manner in which impressments have 
been made in this State, and the great abuses of private property by 
Confederate officers. 

Third. The high-handed and lawless manner in which Confederate 
officers have violated and are still violating the rights of persons 
and things in this State. 

Hach one of these subjects was fully and strongly placed before 
the consideration of the President, and will be as efficient in provok- 
ing the application of the necessary remedy as a personal interview 
would have been, and perhaps more. ' 

If Colonel Sandidge should need my presence he will telegraph to 
me. Your letter accrediting me to Richmond limited my authority to 
the matter of the negotiation of the bonds; but under the general 
terms of the credentials in the hands of Colonel §., I presumed to 
speak at large, and very plainly, in reference to the gigantic abuses 
of power by inferior officers, which are in derogation of and insult- 
ing to the authority and dignity of the State of Louisiana, and which 
are not demanded by any exigency of public safety or general suc- 
cess. I should, perhaps, send you the original communication, that 
you might judge whether my expressions have transcended your 


Sa 


aa 


Fe et ee ee 
. The evils are enorm nan 
orrection. The lives, liberties, and p: y 
disposed of with the same facility of subordinate military — 
as if each of them was a hereditary despot in the district or 
tment assigned to hiscommand. Citizens of this State aretaken, 
_ conveyed into the State of Mississippi, and executed without trial, 
- civil or military. Six or eight have suffered death by the peremptory 
orders of Colonel Dillon. I believe the Constitution of the country 
provides that ‘‘all prosecutions shall be by indictment or informa- 
_ tion;” that ‘‘the accused shall be entitled to a speedy trial before an 
_ impartial jury of the vicinage,” and that ‘‘he shall have the right to 
be confronted with his accuser and with the witnesses against him.” 
_ I believe that the authority of the State and the guardianship of her 
tribunals over the rights and immunities of her people is original and 
reserved, and I am at a loss to know by what authority any military 
commander of whatever grade, from the President to the corporal, 
_assumes to annul these great conservative provisions of the Constitu- 
tion; to move across the lines of State sovereignty as if they did not 
exist, and by simple military orders to deprive our citizens of life. 

I am at a loss to know in what article of the Confederate Constitu- - 
tion the power is lodged which authorizes the military power of the 
country to try and punish offenses committed by citizens or persons 
not enrolled in the Army and Navy. The pretext, I believe, is that 
the civil tribunals are too slow; they are neither sufficiently fast nor 
reckless for the purposes and wishes of many military commanders, 
who are neither the wisest nor the purest men which the country 


7 affords. This invasion of the just and constitutional authority of the 
| civil and criminal tribunals of the country is a common portent of 
— . * eye he eye 

revolution; is the premonition of civil decay and political anarchy, 


y and calls for the most sleepless vigilance from the mind of Your Excel- 
leney. Private property is subjected to the same abuses, and exhibits 
a field for deep reflection and prompt action by the authority of the 
State. Property of citizens of the State is taken by military seizure, 
carried out of the State; and under the pretext of confiscation is 
turned over to the quartermaster and consumed without any previous 
conviction of the owner for having violated the laws either of the 
State or of the Confederate Government, and without any action ad rem 
to procure the legal condemnation of the property. The constitution 
of the State, her jurisprudence, her tribunals, her original and undel- 
egated custodianship over the civil rights of her citizens, her territo- 
rial lines, are all set aside and annulled by a military proceeding 
which has no use or respect for one nor the other. The evil here 
strikes deeper than the mere loss of property. It is the loss of prin- 
ciples, the redintegration of which may excite a bloodier revolution 
than the present. Itis to be regretted that military men cannot keep 
in view the great cardinal principles of our Government, and preserve 
the harmony of its structure and action, even through the convul- 
sions of war. There is no want of possibility, and the intelligent and 
upright mind can exercise all the necessary and proper powers of the 
military commander without invading in the slightest particular the 
just and peculiar province of the civil power. The evil results from 
the ignorance and recklessness of men in military power, who at once 
- imagine themselves to be the exclusive and absolute authority in the 
district assigned to their command over all questions of property, 
liberty, or life, and the idea that such authority is restrained by any 
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considerations of State jurisdiction or State sovereignty is received 
with open and violent contempt. How far these things may have 


passed under your own observation, and may have excited your offi: 8 


cial solicitude for the dignity of the State and the immunities of her 
citizens, Iam not able to say. Doubtless you have seen enough to 
induce the conviction that the evil is not only enormous, but danger- 
ous, and to inspire your mind with the determination that it must be — 
checked. 

Major Corkern is proceeding slowly with the organization of the 
State troops. A few days since an order was issued by the provost- 
marshal-general of the district annulling the State organization and 
forbidding enlistment in its ranks. 

Major Corkern is proceeding, so far as I can learn, strictly according 
to law. He came to me for advice, and my advice was to disregard all 
such orders, maintain his organization, and proceed to complete it 
according to law and the orders received from you; that whether the 
State had the right and power to form troops of her own out of any 
material she pleased was not a question to be disposed of by the order 
of a provost-marshal or any other military officer in the Confederate 
service. It was a question to be settled in the event of any difference 
between the Governor of the State and the President. He will stick 
to his position—he appears to be one of the sticking kind—and I am 
glad of it. 

We are rejoiced to hear of the brilliant success of our arms on 
Red River. We may hope that great and happy results will flow 
from it, and that this miserable abolition spawning of which Hahn 
is the appropriate head may no longer disgrace the soil and character, 
of the State. The crushing out of that dirty thing is a result most 
devoutly to be wished, and the power once in our hands, its very 
root should be extirpated from the land. _Not a man should be suf- 
fered to breathe the air of our State who would avail himself of the 
hours of her misfortune to assassinate her civil and political life. We 
may be thankful that they have all marked themselves for retribution, 
and when the authority of the State shall re-enter its wonted field the 
purgation will be prompt and thorough. 

We have the rumor here that Texada and Elgee have taken the oath 
to the United States Government. I cannot believe that it be true. 
Is it possible? 

I should like to be in the field again; and if I was with the proper 
command I could render great service to the country in this district. 
I know all the country intimately. I know the people, and can draw 
them into the service and retain them. I could introduce and main- 
tain both military and civil order here; could annoy the enemy and 
defend the country. The people and the soldiery from the river to the 
lakes desire it, and I am ready and willing to undertake it. I sup- 
pose, however, that Mr. Davis would consider it a personal favor ‘to 
me to grant me such a command, and consequently would not do so. 
I have no personal ambition to gratify in the matter, but am simply 
willing to assume the position as a matter of public duty. If the idea 
meets your concurrence, and you are of opinion that my services 
would be of any value to the State and to the Confederacy, I commit 
myself to your hands, to do as you may think best. I should be glad 
to hear from you if convenient by the return of Mr. Gayle. 

Very truly, yours, 
PRESTON POND, Jr. 


; BRSON DAVIS, : ‘ zs 
federate States of America: 


“ 2 aA 


SIDENT: 


undertaken its conveyance and will deliver it in person. 


first potentate who formally recognized your official position and 
accorded to one of the diplomatic representatives of the Confederate 
_ States an audience in an established court palace, like that of St. 
_ James or the Tuileries. — 
Ihave the honor to be, with the most distinguished consideration, 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 


A. DUDLEY MANN. 


= [Inclosure.*] 


PIUS NINTH—POPE. 


ILLUSTRIOUS AND HONORABLE SIR: Health! We have received 
with all fitting kindness the gentlemen sent by Your Excellency to 


deliver us your letters bearing date the 23d of September last. We . 
certainly experienced no small pleasure when we learned from the * 


-same gentlemen and the letters of Your Excellency with what emo- 
tions of joy and gratitude toward us you were affected, illustrious 
and honorable sir, when you were first made acquainted with our 
letters to those reverend brethren, John, archbishop of New York, 
and John, archbishop of New Orleans, written on the 18th of Octo- 

ber of last year, in which we again and again urged and exhorted the 

same reverend brethren that, as behooved their distinguished piety 

and their episcopal charge, they should most zealously use every effort 

in our name also, to bring to an end the fatal civil war that had arisen 

in those regions, and that those people of America might at length 

attain mutual peace and concord, and be united in mutual charity. 

And very grateful was it to us, illustrious and honorable sir, to per- 

ceive that you and those people were animated with the same feelings 

of peace and tranquillity which we so earnestly inculeated in the let- 

ters mentioned as having been addressed to the aforesaid reverend 

brethren. And would that other people also of those regions, and 

their rulérs, seriously considering how grievous and mournful a thing 

is intestine war, would be pleased with tranquil minds to embrace 

and enter upon counsels of peace. We indeed shall not cease with 

most fervent prayers to beseech and pray God, the omnipotent and 

all-good, to pour out the spirit of Christian charity and peace upon 

all those people of America and deliver them from the evils so great 
with which they are afflicted. 

And of the most merciful Lord of compassion himself, we likewise 
pray that He may illumine Your Excellency with the light of His 
grace, and may conjoin you in perfect love with ourself. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, December 3d,‘in the year 1863, and 
of our Pontificate the eighteenth. 


IPTUSP. -Pse 


*This translation was obtained from the U.S. Treasury Department, in which 
the original, in Latin, is on file. 
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Herewith I have the honor to transmit tl fer. = — 
Holiness Pope Pius IX addressed to Your Excellency on | 
" December last. Mr. W. Jefferson Buchanan has obligingly 


_ This letter will grace the archives of the Executive Offiee in all 
coming time. It will live forever in story as the production of the 


402 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


CIRCULAR) WAR DEPARTMENT, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 8. Richmond, Va., May 9, 1864. 
I. Medical directors will instruct the medical officers that in all 
cases requiring surgical interference in which no serious risk to life 
is incurred by such action, they have the power (in the opinion of 
this office, sustained by the approval of the Secretary of War) to 
compel submission to surgical operations. This opinion is expressed 
with the full appreciation of the mutual obligations resting upon the 
soldier and the service, and with the intention of securing the mutual 
advantages equally derived from a just fulfillment of these obliga- 
tions. ‘The power vested in the medical officer should be exercised 
firmly, yet with due delicacy and caution. 
* * * * 


tee, 


* = * * 

III. In view of their intrinsic value and of economy to the Govern- 
ment, and also the impracticability of procuring sufficient supplies 
of medicines from abroad, medical officers are again urged to avail 
themselves of the resources of our native materia medica by the 
employment of such indigenous remedies as have been prepared for 
issue by purveyors, or as may be found growing in proximity to every 
hospital and station. 

* * * * * * * 
SAMUEL PRESTON MOORE, 
Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


(To Medical Directors in the Field and Hospitals. ) 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, May 9, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Richmond: 

I have purchased 30,000 soldiers’ blankets for the State of Georgia 
now in the islands, and have to send out cotton to pay for them. 
The steamer Little Ada, chartered by the State, has been loaded for 
three weeks with about 300 bales of cotton, ready for sea. She lies 
thirty miles from Charleston. I ask clearance for her to go out now, 
while we have dark nights. She is detained at heavy expense to the 
State. I solicit an early reply. 

JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, Va., May 10, 1864. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL: 

The inclosed are a letter by M. L. Bonham, Governor of South 
Carolina, covering four papers of complaint, and a letter by Major 
Guerin, covering the reports by Major Trout and Captains Means and 
Conner relative to the matters complained of, which are respectfully 
submitted with the following suggestions, viz: 

With regard to the general tenor of these complaints this Bureau 
may properly refer to the paper of investigation submitted by it 16th of 
December last relative to certain complaints laid before the Secretary 


of War by Governor Bonham. In that paper the view was entertained 
and expressed— - 


That it is when the impressing agents detect and seize the stores of these specu- 
lators and those in the hands of illiberal producers, which are either being held 
by them for the appreciation in prices or are latently wending their way to the 


be difficult to conceive of a batch of complaints v 
nt of facts in regard to the complainants which would more — 


tment, is not responsible to this Bureau, yet he submits a report 
rough Captain Means, which the latter so indorses as to render it 
of undoubted veracity; and from his report it appears that Montague’s 


_ property has not been impressed, but his feelings have been so much 
_ disturbed in consequence of the interruption of his schemes for spec- 
ulation that he has given vent to his rage by an expressed apprehen- 
__ sion of an insurrection by the people. Robertson and Rutland both 


a See teh ne, | 


ee 


evince (according to Major Trout’s showing) considerable illiberality 
and unwillingness to aid properly in supplying the wants of the Goy- 

ernment, although the latter urges no complaint for himself.: The 

former (Mr. Robertson), it appears, made his own selection (from his 
herd of twenty-odd. cattle) of the two cows for the impressment of 
which he complains; and this selection, too, seems to have been made 
contrary to the suggestions of the impressing agent and the advice of 
his friend. Moreover, Mr. Myers, the agent, reports to Major Trout 
that he has never carried out the impressment in this case, nor had 
any cattle whatever from John E. Robertson. Indeed, these com- 
plaints and this revelation of the complainant’s conduct in the prem- — 
ises are of a character not very creditable to the latter, to say the 
least of it. With regard to the circulars or notices of impressment 
here questioned, this Bureau may, in justice to itself, submit a refer- 
ence to the indorsement by it of 16th January last on the letter by 
the Hon. A. P. Aldrich, inclosing notice served on J. J. Brabham, &ce., 
the concluding sentence of which indorsement was as follows, viz: 

It is requested that the War Department cause a form of impressment notice to 
be drawn up, so that all may be uniform. 

Major Trout is certainly well protected against the charge of willful 
or gross misconduct in the use of his circular or impressment notice, 
first, because it is the production of Senator Orr; and secondly, 
because this notice seems to have been well sustained by the law and 
orders as they then stood, and the notice used by Mr. Heriot seems to 
have been equally well sustained by them at that time also. 

Now, while this Bureau recognizes in the law and orders a grant of 
power to the officer (when ordered to impress) of a discretional charac- 
ter as to the amount he may impress from each individual of the arti- 
cles required, limited only by the exempting clauses in the law and 
orders and by the decision of the appraisers as to the quantity to be 
exempted, yet it does not fully approve in its officers any system of 
tithing by impressment which is not controlled by the circumstances 
in each case. This Bureau had already at the time the within reports 
were called for instructed these officers through Major Guerin that 
‘it is not the policy of the Government in procuring its supplies to 
destroy breeding stock, but to draw from the surplus of that which is 
fit and designed for consumption.” 

_In reply to the view taken by Governor Bonham that ‘‘the people 
of the towns and cities, many of them refugees, &c., are absolutely in 
want of the necessaries of life, and the reason is that these circulars 
have deterred many citizens from selling,” &c., it is proper to say 
that the law makes such exemptions from seizures as in the wis- 
dom of the legislators were thought sufficient to enable the citizens to 


Uustrate and verify the above-quoted view than this under 
eration. Mr. Mark E. Cooper, being an agent of the Navy 
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hold their necessary supplies, which provision, together with that con- 
tained in General Orders, No. 144, series 1863, is, it would seem, amply 
sufficient and cannot be augmented without dangerously relaxing 
the entire system of impressment, so indispensable at this time as a 
means to aid in the procurement of army supplies. 

Further, in vindication of these officers it does not appear from the 
within papers that the above provisions have been denied by any of 
them to the citizens. It is also respectfully submitted that the offi- 
cers and agents for impressing in the State of South Carolina have (so 
far as this Bureau is advised) done as much to palliate and as little to 
harass the citizens under the onerous consequences of impressment 
in that as in any other State in the Confederate States. 
Therefore, that the officers here charged should receive no addi- 

tional admonition whatever, is respectfully submitted. 

A. F. EDWARDS, 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Approved and respectrully forwarded, with the recommendation 
that copies of Major Trout’s paper and the affidavit of Mr. Myers be 
furnished to Governor Bonham for his attention, as furnishing matter 
for executive animadversion. This Bureau believes that subsistence 
is more than usually abundant in South Carolina this year, and that 
there is not much danger of suffering, as supposed. 

L. B. NORTHROP, 


Commissary- General. 
[Inclosure No, 1.] 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Columbia, March 2, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Str: Inclosed I send you copies of a circular served upon many cit- 
izens by Major Trout, one by Captain Heriot, and copies of com- 
“munications from citizens of this State, C. Montague and John E, 
Robertson, one under oath; also a printed slip by J. S. Hair, an agent 
of the Government. These afford illustrations of the complaints 
made by many citizens. You will perceive that Major Trout forbids 
the removal or disposal of the surplus at the peril of the owner, and 
Captain Heriot also forbids its removal or transfer. The effect of 
this course of conduct has been that the poor of the country, the peo- 
ple of the towns and cities, many of them refugees from States now 
in the hands of the enemy and from our own sea-coast, are absolutely 
in want of the necessaries of life, which can only be purchased at 
ruinous rates; and the reason is that these circulars have deterred 
many citizens from selling a bushel of meal or flour to the needy at 
home, and from bringing it to the cities, towns, and villages, through 
apprehension of interference by impressing officers. The slip pub- 
lished by J. 8. Hair, agent, is one of many of the same kind, showing 
that the Government is unable to provide depots for the tax in kind 
or to transport it. It is not improbable that one-half of the tax in 
kind in South Carolina yet remains to be disposed of by Government 
and yet you will see by these papers that the agents are either taking 
grain to send elsewhere or compelling the citizens to withhold it from 
the non-producers, refugees, and the poor. The attorney-general 
has given the opinion that ‘‘the service of this circular cannot be 
supposed to act as a lien on the property of the person to whom it is 


reat of personal pe 
this character - 


is not, 


your attention further to the matter mentioned in the s 
f Mr. Robertson that stock cattle—cows with calf—are b 7 
pressed. I have heard of similar cases. I have desired to avoid 
en the appearance of a conflict with the Confederate Government, 
id have therefore abstained from making any publication to the 
eople of this opinion of the attorney-general, as desired by resolu- 
ons of the House of Representatives herewith inclosed, and of their 
rights, but prefer first to ask you to require these agents to undo the 
mischief they are working. The surplus products of the country 

above its absolute wants cannot get out of the Confederacy and will 
not be destroyed, so that when the Government shall have transported 
its tax in kind to where it is needed it will still be able to find this 
surplus, and most probably in the hands of those who above all others 
should feel the operations of the law of impressment. I ask your 
early attention to this subject. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


> 


M. L. BONHAM. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 
Chesterville, S. C., December 12, 1863. 
| J. M. RUTLAND, 
Executor : ‘ 
Sir: As division commissary for this district I desire to purchase 
all the produce now in your possession, amounting, as Iam informed, 
to eattle, hogs, wheat, flour, bacon, sirup, &c. I am authorized to 
pay you the prices fixed by the commissioners of South Carolina for 
the same, and will pay in currency at my office. Upon your refusal 
or declining to accept the above offer, the emergency of the Army 
and my instructions from Major Guerin, chief commissary of South 
- Carolina, require that I should impress the same, which I hereby do, 
except the necessary supplies for your consumption. If you decline 
to accept, you are also notified that any effort to remove or dispose 
of the same will be at your peril. Should you decline to sell as pro- 
posed in paragraph 7, then, upon your making affidavit that the above 
is the growth and produce of your farm, you will immediately select 
one loyal citizen and I will select another, and in the event of their 
disagreeing then they will select an umpire, and after being duly 
sworn shall assess just compensation for the aforesaid. If you have 
not grown, raised, or produced the same for family use (which you 
must also verify by affidavit) then you shall be paid for the same 35 
cents net for beef, 40 cents per pound gross for hogs, sheep $15 per 
head, it being the prices given by the commissioners of South Caro- 
lina under the fifth sectior. of the impressment act. 


Respectfully, &e., 
eve ROUT, 
: a Major and Division Commissary. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] : 
SUMTER, January 16, 1864. 
Mr. JAMES CALDWELL, 
Statesburg, S. C.: 


Str: I propose to purchase in behalf of the Confederate States of 
America the sorghum molasses and surplus corn, bacon, lard, and 


“ 


- 
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pickled beef now on your hands belonging to yourself or others, and 
hereby offer you for the molasses $4 per gallon; corn, $2.50 per bushel; 
~ bacon sides, $1; hams, 90 cents; shoulders, 85 cents; lard, $1;. and 
pickled beef, 50 cents per pound, in currency. Should you decline 
the price offered, I will be obliged to impress the said property; in 
which case compensation will be made according to the act of Congress 
for the regulation of impressments. This is sufficient notice under 
the act to bind the said property until the completion of the negotia- 
tion, so that there can be no removal or transfer of the same. 
Respectfully, &e., 
JOHN O. HERIOT, 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 3.] 


COLUMBIA, January 18, 1864. 
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF SOUTH CAROLINA: 


The affidavit of the subscriber showeth that, having been in Union 
District last week, for the purpose of procuring food for his own and 
other families of the city of Columbia, he was informed by various 
planters of the district that a certain man, purporting to be acting by 
the authority of the Confederate States, by the name of McClure, had 
seized or notified them that if they would not sell him their wheat 
that he would take it; that he left, and another young, hearty, stout- 
looking man, by the name of Cooper, came to same district in a 
few days to carry Mr. McClure’s plan into execution; that the sub- 
seriber received a message from the said Cooper to go and see him; 
that on Sunday evening last deponent went to see the said Cooper, 
and that Cooper told deponent not to remove the flour he had bought 
and paid for some time before until he received an affidavit from him 
and the others for whom he had purchased that it was for their own 
use; that deponent told him that Lincoln or the devil could not devise 
any better means of breaking up this Confederacy than the plans he 
told me of; that he came to Mr. John Long’s late last Sunday night, 
and that Long told me.that Cooper appointed him an agent, and that 
he was to get $5 a day for acting while he was absent; that this wheat 
was to be sent to Augusta immediately, and then sent to Charleston 
for the use of the Navy; that Mr. Long told deponent that Cooper 
told him they were also going to take the corn and peas and deal 
them out to the citizens as they needed them. These and a great 
many more unreasonable propositions and questions were asked the 
subseriber, one of which was the number of persons in subscriber’s 
family, and how long a barrel of flour would last him; and that 
Cooper told him that negroes must not get flour; that subscriber told 
him he would not get corn down the road, and would not let the - 
negroes perish; that Cooper was otherwise impertinent; that sub- 
seriber fully believes that if these wolves are suffered to harass the 
country in the way tney propose that an insurrection of the citizens 
is imminent, and that anarchy will ensue; and that great discontent 
prevails already and threats made to withdraw their son's from the 
Army; and when Cooper was told of this by deponent that he said 
they would be soon put down; that Mr. Long told deponent that 
Cooper said that we did not know what kind of crops we were going 
to have next year, and it was best to store the flour, and when Long 
asked Cooper what would become of the poor, that he answered that 
they would take care of them themselves. 


C. MONTAGUE. 


a 


AQT 


are true. | 


= T. J. GOODWYN, 
we = Magistrate ex Officio. — 


a 
[Sub-inclosure No. 4.] 


ea RIDGEWAY, FAIRFIELD District, December, 1863. 
s Excellency Governor BONHAM: a 
DEAR Sir: As a citizen of this State I think it my duty toinform _ 
you of some of the acts of the impressing agents, or sub-agents, or 
_ treble agents, or whatever you may call them, as I do not know their _ 
titles. On this day one of Major Trout’s agents impressed two of my 
cows with calf, I protesting against it. I only own twenty-five head 
of cattle, consisting of cows and yearlings. He said he had made it 
_ his rule to impress one-tenth of all the cattle in this neighborhood. 
IT asked by what authority he acted. Hesaid he had done so to make 
it equal. I asked him how he knew there were that many. His — 
answer was that he knew. I told him I objected because I had no 
__ beef-cattle, and that I wanted to increase my stock. I have eighty 
‘negroes or more on my plantation, and that I wanted the milk; as I 
only had about thirty hogs to kill, as it was cheaper to buy them 
_ before the war than to raise them, but if the agents were to go on in 
this way we will have no stock cattle, and I am afraid nothing else. 
I have inclosed you his impressment bill* on one of my neighbors. 
I asked him if he intended to give me a receipt for what he impressed. 
: He said no; but he said he would take a receipt from me for the 
: money. I told him he must give me a receipt, so as to show the next 
agent that came along. If the Government wanted the cattle, or if I 
had any beef-cattle, they could have them, but I did not believe they 
wanted stock-cattle. He said he would impress all my corn. I told 
him no; that I had agreed to support Doctor Powell and family, con- 
sisting of twenty-seven in white and black, and four head of stock, at 
$2 per bushel; and Doctor Powell was medical purveyor of A. P. 
Hill’s division, and depending on me for supplies. 
I have stated to you the facts of the case. I hope you will inform 
me how to act in this matter. If it is law there will be starvation in 
the country. We are willing to pay one-tenth to the Government, 
but nobody to receive it as yet. The agent pretends to be acting 
under some other authority. I am very sorry to intrude on you so 
much. I will be governed by your directions. 
Hoping you will reply right off, I am, yours, 
JOHN E. ROBERTSON. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 5.] 
Notice. 


There will be no more corn received at Chappell’s Depot until 
further notice, as there is not room to put it in. 
J. S. HAIR, 


Agent for Government, Chappell’s Depot. 


\ 


JANUARY 21, 1864. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 6.] 


de Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested by his 
proclamation to publish a brief statement of the provisions of the 
impressment law of the Confederate States, to be prepared by or 


* See sub-inclosure No. 1, p. 405. 
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under the advice of the attorney-general and solicitors of the State, 
and that he be requested to add thereto such recommendations to 
the people as he shall think fit and proper. ’ 

2. Resolved, That he be requested to forward to our Representa- 
tives and Senators in Congress the wish of this General Assembly 
that they will urge upon the President and other departments of the 
Government a prompt correction of the evils and abuses of the system 
of impressment as administered in this State. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] —~ 


OFFICE OF CHIEF COMMISSARY, 
Charleston, April 26, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, . 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith the replies of Major 
Trout and Captains Means and Conner to the several papers trans- 
mitted, with the letter of Capt. A. F. Edwards of the 16th of March. 
I have delayed sending these replies until I should receive that of 
Major Trout, which came to hand last night. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. GUERIN, 
Major and Chief Commissary. 


(Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


OFFICE OF DIVISION COMMISSARY, 
Chesterville, S. C., April 16, 1864. 
Maj. H. C. GUERIN, 
Commissary of Subsistence : 

MaJgor: The package of papers referred to me from your office 
under date of March 20, 1863 [1864], has my attention. I will simply 
premise that the delay in answering the complaints urged against my 
agents and myself has been caused by pressing business and having 
no assistance in my office. I have taken the liberty of numbering the 
papers so as to answer more intelligibly. 

In answer to paper No. 1, indorsed ‘‘ Major Trout’s cireular,” I 
simply inclose one of the printed forms used, together with an affidavit 
of Mr. J. H. Devereux in relation to the authorship of this notice, 
which authorship certainly led me more readily to use that form.* 

By paper No. 2 it appears that Mr. Robertson (John E.) complains 
of my agent having impressed two of his cows with calf, he protest- 
ing.+ He likewise forwards the impressment notice and advocates the 
cause of Mr. J. M. Rutland, executor of the estate of Peay, in Fair- 
field District. In answer I beg leave to submit the attested statement 
of Mr. Franklin Myers, my agent in Fairfield District; also his letter 
to me (a copy thereof) dated December 18, 1863. This letter will 
exhibit the fact that the amount impressed from Mr. Rutland, execu- 
tor, was far below the proportion adopted by Mr. Myers; and I will 
here state that in adopting a rule of this kind several of my agents 
were guided by their own judgment, and did it simply with a view to 
equalize the burden to the people. . In earrying out this rule some of 
the agents caused the cattle to be penned; then he selected one head, 
the next choice to be given to the Government being accorded to the 
owner of the cattle, and so on alternately until the one-tenth was 
exhausted. The parties were, however, notified that in case of fur- 
ther need another draft would be made upon them. 


* For affidavit, see p. 412. {See p. 407. 


a 


tion to Mr. Rutland’s case, I will sta 
Purchasing Division of South Carolina he is the only part; 
ced me to issue impressment paper, and in this I felt 
ty to proceed; otherwise the people of moderate means seeing 
n of wealth allowed to retain his cattle, a disposition todo the _ 


‘3 


same might become general and force me to a general impressment. 


he statement of John E. Robertson in regard to the impressment of 
is two cows with calf is rebutted by Mr. Myers’ sworn statement, 


_ and Mr. Myers informs me that he has never carried out the impress- _ 
- ment in this case, nor had any cattle whatever from Mr. John E. . 


Robertson. 


Paper No. 3 is indorsed ‘‘ Copy of letter of Governor M. L. Bonham, 


Columbia, 8. C., March 2, 1864.”* In connection with this I will pre- 
mise that while the Legislature was in session I was in Columbia and 
conversed with one of the members of that body, stating to him the 


mode of procedure adopted by me in procuring the provisions of the ~ 


ie ek, 


country. In answer to the letter of His Excellency Governor Bon- 
ham I will state that General Orders, No. 37, section 11, paragraph 


II, distinctly states that the notice which the officer is directed to 
serve upon the owner ‘“‘shall bind the said property until the com- 


pletion of the negotiation for the sale or appropriation thereof, so 
that there can be no removal or transfer of the same;” and as regards 
the nature of the peril incurred, I have never regarded it as His 
Excellency terms it, ‘‘ personal peril,” but only that peril which every 
person incurs in resisting the carrying out of the laws by the properly 
authorized officers. Governor Bonham states that the effect of this 
notice has been to cause distress to the poor of the country, the people 


of the towns and cities, and refugees, &c. To this I answer that I 
- received orders from the chief commissary of the State, Maj. H. C. 
’ Guerin, commissary of subsistence, not to interfere with provisions in 


transit to the markets, and I have given to all agents from the first 


moment of my taking charge of this division strict orders on this 


point, and I have frequently seen parcels of subsistence stores pass- 
ing over the roads to Columbia and Charleston, and have often aided 
their transit. If the people of the towns and cities have suffered, it 
has most likely been from the speculators among themselves, to whom 
the farmers haye been eager to sell the supplies which the Govern- 
ment needed for higher prices than the Department was authorized 
to pay, and who, swarming the country, have overbid each other and 
continued to accede to the increased demands of the farmers, and 
then in turn exacted from their customers prices and profits to suit 
their views. 

As regards preventing the sale of a bushel of meal or flour to the 
needy at home, this may have happened, but I opine it was only in 
cases where the holders were only too glad to have a loop-hole to 
escape from that duty of benevolence; and I imagine that at the same 
time the opportunity was not lost to get good prices from speculators. 
It is true that supplies were interrupted, or rather that I vainly 
endeavored to interrupt them in transit out of the State. In this I 
acted under orders, but not being supported, and in danger of com- 
ing in conflict with the people, I abandoned the efforts, and thousands 
of bushels and pounds of subsistence stores have passed out, sold by 
the farmer to parties from neighboring States. This has been also 
another fruitful cause of the exorbitant demands of the farmers for 


provisions. 


* See p. 404. 
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I note that Governor Bonham’s letter is dated on March 2, 1864; the 


action of the Legislature was in December, 1863. The difference in 
time has made a great change in circumstances. In December last the 
tenth only of wheat, peas, &c., was the only portion being taken up by 
the tax-in-kind department, from whom our department received the 
tenth. This forced us to purchase corn, and failing to obtain it by 
purchase, to give notice that we would impress; but little, however, 
was taken in that way in this division. No bacon was then coming 
in, and hogs we could not obtain; consequently beef-cattle were an 
absolute necessity. These were not included in the tenth, and I was 
directed to make strenuous efforts to obtain as many as possible. 

Finally, I beg leave to submit that in none of the districts under 
my charge has there been any complaint, except-where the agents, 
misunderstanding their instructions, have created: some excitement; 
and in some instances I have met with approbation from those whose 
property has been drawn upon by my orders for the suavity I have 
exercised to’them in pursuance of my duties. I beg leave to submit 
herewith papers numbered 4, 5, 6, and 7; also to refer to a letter (a copy 
of which I have means of obtaining) written by William M. Shannon, 
esq., to General Beauregard, complaining of the foraging parties in 
Kershaw District from some command on the coast, in which he 
speaks of the action of Mr. J. H. Devereux, my agent in that district, 
as perfectly satisfactory. My only desire has been to perform my 
duty to the Government, and it was my openly declared intention in 
taking charge of this division not to come into conflict with the peo- 
ple, and I am satisfied that as a general thing I have been successful. 

Iam, major, with respect, your obedient servant, 
T. B.-TROUE. 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Paper No. 4.] 
CAMDEN, April 6, 1864. 

I state with pleasure that I have never heard of any complaints 
against the commissary agent at this point. We pretty generally 
complied with his requisitions cheerfully, feeling that although it 
was a sacrifice to give our stock, that our Army needed it, which was 
sufficient impressment for me. : 

JNO. M. DE SAUSSURE. 
[Paper No. 5.] 
CAMDEN, April 9, 1864. 

I state with pleasure that I never heard of any complaints against 
the agent of the Commissary Department at this place, and if any 
abuse of the law has taken place it is unknown to me. I have not 
any general intercourse with the people of this district, but I have 
heard frequent discussions among individuals as to impressments, 
and have not heard Mr. Devereux’s conduct censured. 

G. J. WITHERS. 
[Paper No. 6.] : 
CAMDEN, April 8, 1864. 

I certify on honor that while in the employ of the Commissary 
Department, under T. B. Trout, major and commissary of subsistence, 
I endeavored to discharge my duty in strict accordance with his 
orders, and that in doing so I never found it necessary to abuse or 
trespass on the rights of my fellow-citizens. I never selected cattle 
intended for the use of the Army, always leaving to the planter to 
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ly complied with r ne a 
JOHN CANTRY. 


== 
es ee A SS [Paper No. 7.] : 
I ee CAMDEN, April 6, 1864. 
certify on honor that I never received an order from T. B. Trout, 

rand commissary of subsistence, that required me to purchase  ——_ 
impress cows heavy with calf, but on the contrary have been _ 
tructed by him to reject such cattle as unfit for beef. With refer-— 
mee to my abusing the authority vested in me, I appeal to the gen- 
tlemen whose certificates accompany this certficate. 

sees J. H.. DEVEREUX. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


_ OFFICE ASSISTANT COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, 
eS ee Alston, March 27, 1864. 
— Maj. H. C. GuERIN, . 
ES Commissary of Subsistence, Charleston: 
_ Magor: A copy of the complaint of C. Montague to the Governor 
of South Carolina, with your indorsement, has been received. I 
j would respectfully state that Mr. Cooper is a Navy agent, acting 
under the orders of Secretary Mallory, and is entirely independent of 
me. He is authorized to purchase and impress if necessary any- 
where in the States of North and South Carolina. His instructions 
are to report to district commissaries wherever he may design operat- 
ing, only with a view to prevent any conflict between them as to 
- prices. While I do not in the least consider myself responsible for 
his acts, yet from my knowledge of his operations in my district I am 
willing to indorse him as a zealous, energetic, and skillful agent, and 
have been informed by a superior officer in his department that he 
was the best agent the Navy had. Mr. Cooper and myself have had 
frequent interviews, and he has unreservedly told me his plans and 
what he was doing, and I have invariably found his statements cor- 
roborated by the testimony of others. He has never to me indulged 
in the expression of such sentiments as those attributed to him by 
Mr. Long. There are some circumstances connected with Mr. Long’s 
statement (within my own knowledge) that would make me extremely 
cautious in receiving it to the detriment of Mr. Cooper’s reputation. 
From Mr. Montague’s own statement it appears that he gave Mr. 
Cooper occasion to be what he terms ‘‘impertinent.” Mr. Cooper 
(although a Government agent) is, I presume, in some respects like 
other men—can be provoked to strike back. In this case I think it 
probable he might have thought it best to obey the Bible injunction, 
““Treat a fool according to his folly.” It is by no means impossible 
to provoke a man to say harsh things, and then make an ex parte 
statement apparently injuriousto him. This thing hasbeen very often 
done against that much abused class of men known as Government 
agents, or, as Mr. Montague would say, “‘wolves.” When a man is 
pursuing a straightforward, upright, and honorable course he seldom 
refuses to make the necessary showing when demanded by one who 
even has the shadow of authority. It appears that Mr. Cooper had 
no intention of taking from Mr. Montague his necessary supplies, 
but not knowing him from any other speculator perhaps thought it 
best to ask the proof. Instead of feeling a just pride in vindicating 
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himself, and showing that he was not aiming to evade the obvious 
intention of the law, he accuses Mr. Cooper of hitting upon a better 
plan for breaking up the Confederacy than had ever entered into the 
minds of Lincoln or the devil to devise; complains to the Governor 
and calls Mr. Cooper ‘‘impertinent,” ‘‘ wolf,” &e. It really appears 
that he thought every one should know Mr. Montague, and that was 
sufficient, and that it was high treason even to question him. Unfor- 
tunately we seldom hear of our Governor except as he occasionally 
flings at the General Government and its agents. With your permis- 
sion I will refer this matter to Mr. Cooper, feeling assured that he 
can and will vindicate. I disclaim being responsible for his acts only 
’ so far as my most cordial approval of those that have come unde1 my 
observation will go. I will. take pleasure in forwarding to you Mr. 
Cooper’s report as soon as received. 
Iam, major, yours, very respectfully, 
Ss. C. MEANS, 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 3.] 


OFFICE ASST. COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, Div. No. 5, 
Florence, March 22, 1864. 
Maj. H. C. GUERIN, 
Commissary of Subsistence, Charleston, S. C.: 

Magor: I am this morning in receipt of copy of circular issued by 
Captain Heriot, which has an indorsement of your own. I have the 
honor to state that in a circular issued by me to the agents instrue- 
tions were given to make due allowance for the wants of non-producers, 
and I am sure such allowance has been made. Since I have been in 
charge of the division but one impressment has been made. Notices 
have been served in one or two instances, but have been withdrawn 


at the parties’ request. As far as my agents report, I think planters’ 


have as little to complain of in my division as in any part of the 
Confederacy. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. CONNER, 
Captain and Division Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 4.] 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Kershaw District: 

Personally appeared before me, a magistrate of this district, John 
Hf. Devereux, who, being duly sworn, deposeth that in August, 1863, 
he was in the employ of the Commissary Department, and that he had 
occasion to visit Anderson Court-House, 8. C. While there an impress- 
ment was about to be made, and the question arose as to which was 
the best form for serving a notice; that the Hon. James L. Orr was 
present, and the question was referred to him; that he, the said James 
L. Orr, told deponent to draw up a form; that deponent did so, but 
as the form did not meet his views the said James L. Orr did with his 
own hands draw up and write on paper a form; and deponent further 
stated that this form was placed in an impression copying book by 
Capt. K. L. Simons, assistant commissary of subsistence, the officer 
in charge of that purchasing division, and a copy taken; that the 
copy was given to deponent, the said Capt. K. L. Simons keeping the 
original. Deponent further stateth that from this copy he had printed 
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= - Sworn to and subscribed before me this 21st day of April, 1864. 
J. K. WITHERSPOON, ~ 
Magistrate, Kershaw District. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 5.] 


: WINNSBOROUGH, March $31, 1864. 
Maj. T. B. TRovt: 


_ DEAR Sir: In reply to your inquiries relative to the complaints 
made against me as an agent of the Government by Mr. John E. 
Robertson, in behalf of himself and Mr. Rutland as executor, I desire ~ 
to submit the following statement: 
That soon after my appointment as agent, knowing that Mr. Rut- 
land as executor had a good many beeyes, I called on him to purchase 
some for the department. He seemed not at all inclined to accom- 
modate me, and I soon found out that if I got the number of beeves 
I supposed I was entitled to I would have to impress. In fact, he 
informed me that I could only get them according to law. I then 
served him with notice of impressment, which notice, through inex- 
_ perience, was improperly filled out, as I discovered next day. I then 
_ served him with another notice properly filled out. After the notice 
was served and the persons were to be selected by the parties to 
appraise the property, Mr. Rutland selected Mr. John E. Robertson. 
To him I objected, because I believed he was not a loyal citizen 
required by the law, and would not act impartially in the matter. I 
concluded for several reasons that he was not loyal, and especially 
because I had just heard him say that he thought we (meaning the 
seceded States) had best compromise on the best terms we could and 
get back into the old Union; and previously I had heard him say that 
he thought the sooner this damned Government fell to pieces the 
better it would beforus. Indeed, it seems strange that Mr. Robertson, 
wholly disconnected with the parties interested in Colonel Peay’s estate, 
should manifest so much interest in the welfare thereof and attempt 
to guard it against this deponent, who is a first cousin to all the parties 
interested therein. Mr. Robertson himself was served with a notice of 
impressment, which has never been formally carried out. After this 
notice Mr. Robertson exhibited to deponent some twenty-odd head of 
cattle, from which deponent selected a yearling, and Mr. Robertson 
objected to that and pointed out two cows which he said he preferred 
to part with and could spare best, as they were old. Deponent and 
Mr. Jones, the friend of Robertson, both suggested to Robertson he 
had better retain these cows as they were with calf. ‘Robertson still 
insisted he could part with these two best. Deponent would here 
boldly express the opinion that Mr. Robertson was not influenced by 
any pure or laudable motive in making the representations he has 
done to His Excellency in this behalf. I am sure that he has suffered 
nothing at my hands as an agent of the Government that will justify 
him in the course he has taken. 
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In conclusion I would suggest that Mr. Rutland, being a man and — 


a good lawyer, would at least be as able as Mr. Robertson is to defend 
himself if he thought himself aggrieved. 
Yours, respectfully, 


SouTH CAROLINA, 
Fairfield District: 

Before me personally appeared Frank Myers and made oath that 
the matters stated in the foregoing letter as facts are true, and that 
the opinions therein expressed he believes to be well founded and 
correct. 

FRANK MYERS. 

Sworn to before me 31st March, 1864. ; 
W. E. AIKEN, 
Magistrate ex Officio. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 6.] 


WINNSBOROUGH, December 18, 1863. 
Maj. T. B. TROUT, 
Chester : 


DEAR SiR: I inclose you a letter from J. M. Rutland, executor of 
the estate of Peay, in this district. I began buying, and when parties 
refused to sell I impressed one-tenth of every man’s cattle. Rutland 
has 300 head of cattle. I require of him thirty head as the quota, and 
you see what he says. I did do wrong in agreeing at first to let him 
off with eight, but I immediately reconsidered the matter and came 
to the conclusion that I must discharge this duty impartially and 
make him furnish what all of his neighbors had done—one-tenth of the 
number. His statement as regards my visiting one man and taking 
none is incorrect. You will please instruct me how to proceed in 
this matter. Write to me at Ridgeway. 

Yours, respectfully, 
FRANK MYERS. 


P. S.—Shall I impress corn? No one will sell, and I think there is 
10,000 bushels of surplus corn in the neighborhood where I now am. 


FOG 


[Inclosure. ] 


LoNGTOWN, December 18, 1868. 

DEAR SiR: I received your letter by Nap., and read it with sur- 
prise. It seems tome that you are entirely at sea on the subject of 
impressment. You first claim everything except a bare support for 
the place. You next claim one-tenth of the hogs, cattle, sheep, bacon, 
&c., and next one-tenth of the cattle, and finally firmly agree that 
you will accept eight beeves as the quota of this estate; and I am told 
in one instance you have visited a citizen of this place who objects to 
furnishing of his cattle, and that you have acquiesced, or at least did 
not impress. ‘’o be candid with you, I think it is your duty to find 
out where-there is a surplus of hogs and cattle, and take from such 
surplus only what is necessary to satisfy the present necessities of 
that portion of the army which you are acting for. We have no sur- 
plus on this estate except of corn, fodder, peas, and a little wheat. 
We have raised no cattle except for our own use for several years, 


FRANK MYERS. _ 


Wer Re INT? 
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i for our own use, and 
I consented, howe 


lopting the rule of impressing one-tenth of a man’s entire stock, — 
taking your tenth in number altogether of beef-cattle is entirely 
rary and unjust, and without authority, even where there is a 
Ey lus, unless it can be shown that the necessities of the army impera- 

tively. demand it. I am still willing to comply with the agreement 
ade with you this morning, but I will not consent to go beyond it, 
and if you get more you will have to take it by force, and if it comes 
to that perhaps you ought to be careful not to overstep the limits 
of your authority. I don’t wish to be offensive, but I wish to speak 
plainly. I think your demands on the community at this time, if you 
~ require of others as youseemed disposed to require of me, amount to 
a great deal more than the army you are acting for has any use for 
at present, and I know something of its numbers as well as you, and 
of course can judge as well as you. 
g Respectfully, yours, 


J. M. RUTLAND, 
EHaecutor. 


g P. S.—Since receiving your letter I shall not drive in the eight 
beeves unless I hear from you again. 
a J. M. R. 


a . Marion, May 10, 1864. 
Hon. W. P. CHILTON: 

My Dear Sir: It is evident that if the army bill of the last session 
of Congress is carried into effect by sending the reserves to the camp 
of instruction this month it will be productive of incalculable misery 
without any corresponding benefit. I do not pretend to know what 
the military necessities of the country are, but I am informed that it is 
not the purpose of the Government to call the reserves into the field 
at this time, there being no necessity for it, but that with the view 
of organizing them into companies, regiments, &c., the reserves are 
ordered to the camp of instruction, and when these organizations 
are completed they, the reserves, will be furloughed home. Some 
weeks will be required to effect this. Nine-tenths of the reserves are 
laboring men, who make their living by their own manual labor on 
their farms. To take them from their farms at this season of the year 
and keep them away for a few weeks would result in the loss of their 

crops. After their crops are ‘“‘laid by” they would much better spare 
three months from home than ten days now. I therefore earnestly 
solicit you to urge the Secretary of War to suspend the order to send 
the reserves to the conscript camp. 


Yours, truly, W. M. BROOKS 
_M. cS. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of War, asking his 


particular consideration of the within suggestions. ; 
W. P. CHILTON. 


ofe D 3 
was sent to you stating that the act 
ons on export of cotton required that the regulatio 
ld be uniform. Therefore the requirement that one-' 
- eargo of every outward-bound vessel should be for account 0 
federate States cannot be relinquished as an exception in your fa 
April 27 Mr. Lamar applied for a clearance for this steamer, and w. 
informed that she could not go until she complied with the regul 


tion. ws ae 
C. G. MEMMINGE 
Secretary of the Treas 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPTION, STATE OF GEORGIA, Y 
- Macon, Ga., May 10, 1864. 
His Excellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor of Georgia: i 
Str: It having been reported to me from many counties in the State 
that men enrolled under the act of Congress 17th of February, 1864, "4 
' “to organize forces to serve during the war,” are claiming exemption __ 
from service by virtue of their election to civil State offices subse- 
quent to date of enrollment, and under the erroneous impression that 
- you will protect them in their claims, I have the honor, very respect- 
fully, to request you to authorize me to inform the officers under my 
command that you will not countenance claims for exemption from 
military service on the ground of election to State offices subsequent 
to enrollment in the C. 8. Army. It [is] my earnest desire to avoid, 
by myself and by my officers, any real or apparent conflict with the __ 
officials of the State, and am therefore very desirous that Your Excel- 
lenecy should make such declaration as would remove the Gifficulty to 
which I have referred and which is of constant occurrence. 
= Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, | 
Raleigh, N. C., May 11, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary of War, Richmond: ‘ \ 
Sir: Circumstances have arisen which make it necessary that I 
should again call your attention to the claim which the State of North 
Carolina has against the Confederate Government for cotton loaned 
it some twelve months since. The cotton loaned was part of that 
purchased by the State and pledged to parties in Europe, who upon 
such pledge advanced the money necessary to purchase and bring 
over army supplies. The terms upon which this cotton was so pledged 
were that the party holding the obligation might at any time, on sixty 
days’ notice, receive the cotton from the State. This notice has now 
been given, and the credit of the State requires that the cotton shall 
be delivered, The cotton loaned to the Confederate Government was 


= 


l oes 
the present. ane of ee affairs it isi 
nd transportation, and unless you order your agen i 
pay the debt due the State her credit must ‘suffer, 
it of the State abroad receive this blow it will very 
ripple me in my efforts to bring in supplies of food and 

ing, which efforts up to this time have been attended with a fair 
ion of success, and this blow will most unnecessarily be inflicted 
the Confederate Government. The Government has now lying in 
the town of Wilmington, in charge of the Navy Department, a large 
Becunt of cotton, and the War Department, I am informed, has also 
a large amount there. I submit to you, sir, that I should not be met 
by the answer that the cotton was loaned to the War Department and 
that cotton belonging to the Navy Department cannot be used. The 
loan was made to the Government, and justice demands that it should — 
be paid, even at some inconvenience. I will be most entirely satisfied 
with an order on your agent at Wilmington to deliver to my agent 500 

bales of cotton per month until the debt i is discharged, and : as Iam 
so moderate in my demands I have every hope that I will not be 

disappointed. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. B. VANCE. 


{First indorsement.] 


% MAY 23, 1864. 
To Colonel Bayne for attention and remarks. 
= J=AES. 


[Second indorsement.] 


MAY 28, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 
The same exigency (demand for transporting food for the Army) 
prevents the War Department from bringing its cotton to Wilming- 
ton. The cotton has been due to the State a long time, and I propose 
to pay as desired at the risk of not having an adequate supply for 
shipment; and I inclose orders with letter I respectfully propose 
should be sent to Governor Vance. The quantity of cotton due is, I 
think, about 1,000 bales. 

THOS. L. BAYNE. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, May 12, 1864. 
His Exeellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor, &c., Milledgeville, des 

Sir: Your letter of the 5th instant reached me to-day, and I reply at 
once, to correct some of the misapprehensions under which you are 
labori ing; and I must express my regret in finding that I was mis- 
taken in the inference which I drew from your published proclamation, 
that you would co-operate with the Confederate authorities in their 
efforts to carry to the Army all men who could serve the country bet- 
ter in the field than at home. There was certainly nothing in the 
language I quoted from that address to induce me to look for a labored 
argument from you in justification of the course of those who were 
seeking the evasion of duty under the cover of State commissions, 
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In imputing to the officers of the Confederate Government the doc- 
trine that ‘‘the States derive their powers and the people of the States 
their rights and privileges from the will of Congress,” you have done 
them an injustice, of which I presume you were fully conscious at 
the time you penned the charge. To suppose otherwise would be to 
impute to Your Excellency a degree of ignorance which it would be 
offensivetointimate. Theonly ground upon which you can justify such 
an imputation in this correspondence is the fact that I addressed you 
under (what.now seems to be) the mistaken supposition that. Your Excel- 
lency had determined to comply with the act of Congress calling upon 
the Executives of the several States to ‘‘certify ” what officers were 
required for the proper administration of the respective State gov- 
ernments. I did not suppose that I had subjected myself to so grave 
and unjust a criticism by manifesting confidence in the Governor of 
my State to the extent of believing that he would comply with an act 
of Congress of which he had made no official complaint and with the 
provisions of which the Executives of other States had cheerfully and 
promptly complied. I did not suppose that the sons of Georgia, who 
had manifested their devotion to her, her rights, and sovereignty in 
every way intheir power, would forfeit their claims of loyalty to that 
sovereignty and those rights by complying themselves and expecting 
others to comply with the laws of the Confederate Government. They 
supposed a law that could be enforced in Virginia and the other 
States of the Confederacy, and cheerfully responded to by Governor 
Smith and the Executives of other States without impairing the rights 
or violating the sovereignty of those States, might be enforced in. 
Georgia with equal impunity and responded to with equal cheerful- 
ness; and J venture, even at the hazard of incurring again Your 
Excellency’s rebuke, to say that such would have been the ease if 
the Governor of Georgia had, like the Governor of Virginia, witnessed 
in person the privations and sufferings of our brave soldiers in the 
field and shared with them, as he did, the hardships of the camp and 
the dangers of the battle-field. It was the personal knowledge by Gov- 
ernor Smith of the wants of our Army and the necessity of bringing 
to their support every able-bodied man-who could be spared from his 
pursuits at home, that induced on his part a cordial co-operation 
with the Confederate Government, increasing the numbers of the 
Army and thereby adding to its efficiency. A similar experience on 
the part of Your Excellency might have induced similar action. 

It was quite natural that I should have fallen into the error of sup- 
posing that Your Excellency intended to comply with the act of 
Congress from another consideration. I saw in your published ad- 
dress that you had furnished to the authorities at Richmond the cer- 
tificate which the act of Congress required. It is true you state 
the fact that the Legislature had declared that all civil and military 
officers should be exempt; still you did not say that the Legislature 
demanded the exemption, but that you claimed it. Your language 
is: “‘I claim as exempt all civil and military officers of the State.” If, 
as you now intimate, you regarded the act of Congress as an infringe- 
ment of the sovereignty and rights of the State of Georgia, why did 
you humble that sovereignty and compromise those rights by a pre- 
tended compliance with a law of Congress which you considered and 
intended to treat as a nullity? 

I submit that it would have been more candid and dignified to have 
said to the Confederate Government that you refused to comply with 
a law that you had determined to nullify. 


SO, but in the very certificate you furnish ‘Te! 
w of Congress, you do not content yourself with info 
resident of the action of the Legislature, but you add: 
therefore hereby certify, in conformity to the resolution of the General 


_ Assembly of this State, that I consider all civil and military officers of this State 
_ who hold commissions or have been appointed as directed by the constitution and 
laws of this State to be necessary for the proper administration of the govern- 
ment of this State. 


This [is] a plain, unequivocal certificate that you consider all mili- 
tary and civil officers in Georgia necessary for the proper administra- 


tion of the State government. Now, I am informed that there are at 
least 2,726 militia officers in the State. In your message to the late 


extra session of the Legislature, alluding to the act of Congress, you 
say: 
If the act is executed in this State it deprives her of her whole active militia. 


Well, the act is being executed in Georgia with the concurrence and 
approval of the Legislature, and, according to your own official state- 
ment, there is now no active militia in the State. 

How, then, are these 2,726 militia officers necessary for the proper 


administration of the State government? To what use or purpose 


are they applied? The only legitimate use to be made of them is, that 
they should take military charge of themselves, for they constitute in 
and of themselves their sole and entire command. You have solemnly 
stated that you consider them necessary for the proper administration 
of the State government. Such is your certificate to the President, but 
in your reply to my communication you no longer pretend that such is 
the case; you now put your action purely and simply upon the resolu- 
tion of the Legislature, and seek to place upon that body the odium 
and responsibility of withholding these and other sinecure officials 
from the Army. I cannot pass unnoticed this attempt to throw upon 
the Legislature the just indignation universally felt at the effort to 
keep able-bodied men out of the service. In my former letter to you 
I expressed the opinion, based upon my knowledge of the members of 
that body, that they never intended to withhold from the Army some 
five or six thousand men liable to military service, as by your cer- 
tificate has been done. I repeat that opinion, notwithstanding your 
gratuitous assumption that it reflects upon the intelligence of the 
body. My remark does the members of the Legislature the justice to 
believe that they would scorn to participate in the wrong and injustice 
done both to the country and our noble Army by the withholding of 
these sinecure officers from military service. Your defense puts upon 
the members of the Legislature the entire odium and responsibility 
of the act. I am more than willing that they shall be the judges 
between us as to who has done them the greater wrong—I, in saying 
that they never intended to screen holders of sinecures from their 
duty, or you, in making them responsible for what you have done 
yourself. Before your efforts to throw upon others the responsibility 
which has attached to yourself in this matter succeeds, the public will 
be curious to know why you did not arrest the action of the Legisla- 
ture by your favorite resort to the veto power, if, indeed, you did not 
approve and sanction this wholesale exemption of sinecure officers. 
In view of the fact that you first gave a certificate, as required by 
the act of Congress, and your present denial of any intention to 
recognize the obligation of the law, I conclude that your position is 
this: You comply with the law in form, and nullify it in substance. 
Whatever doctrine our supreme court may have announced in the 
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decisions to which you refer, I feel confident you will find nothing in 
those decisions to justify such a practice in morals. a 

Though I do find in the decisions quoted in your letter that our 
supreme court holds that ‘the enrollment (by the Confederate Gov- 
ernment) of the officers and agents by whom the State governments 
are operated, and without whose agency their machinery must stop,” 
would be violative of the very existence of the State government, 
and hence void; yet you can not fail to observe the strict conformity 
of the act of Congress to the doctrine of our supreme court, for that 
act in terms exempts all officers necessary for the proper administra- 
tion of the State government; but neither Congress nor our supreme 
court, nor anybody else but Your Excellency, ever conceived the idea 
that justices of the peace who never held a court, constables who 
never served a warrant, and militia officers who have no men to com- 
mand were necessary for the proper administration of the State 
government, ‘‘ without whose agency the machinery must stop.” 

Will even Your Excellency on calm reflection assert and certify 
that in any county in Georgia twenty justices of the peace and an 
equal number of constables are necessary for the proper administra- 
tion of the State government, and that ‘‘without their agency you 
have serious apprehensions the machinery of the State government 
must stop.” It does seem to me your fears and apprehensions might 
be quieted, especially in those districts which have had no justices or 
constables for several years preceding the time when the present 
incumbents sought and obtained those offices to keep out of the Army. 

You seem tothink that there is ample justification for withholding 
these men from the field, and protecting them in their “‘ official retreats,” 
in the fact that there are ‘‘ Confederate officers, agents, and detailed 
men, who as the favorites of power have obtained safe and comfort- 
able positions in the rear, while their less favored comrades who 
seldom get furloughs or details are required to meet the enemy in 
front.” Granting the truth and justice of this imputation upon the 
Confederate officers and men on duty in the rear, instead of inducing 
you to withhold still others from the field, if you are the friend you 
profess to be of our gallant soldiers in the front, it should have stimu- 
lated your efforts to fill up their decimated ranks and strengthen 
their efficiency. It will be hard to convince those true and brave men 
that you were befriending them in the hours of their greatest trials 
by keeping out of the Army justices of the peace who have not a case 
upon their docket, constables who never saw a warrant, and militia 
officers whose whole duty consists in drilling themselves. It may be 
that there are Confederate officers and men in the rear who are more 
needed in front, and who are engaged, as you allege, in attending to 
their private interests and the disgraceful practice of speculation. 
You know that such is not the case with all of these officers, and that 
some of them at least occupy their present positions not at their own 
suggestion, but in obedience to the orders of those who have the right 
to assign them to these duties. But if it was otherwise, there is this 
striking difference in their case and that of your sinecure officials: 
They have seen service in the field, and have borne the heat and 
burden of the war in the past; they have, for a time at least, endured 
the privations of the camp, and encountered the dangers of the battle- 
field, whereas your officials have from the beginning enjoyed the 
same quiet and security from danger which have fallen to the lot of 
Your Excellency. Besides, these Confederate officers and men are 
liable to be summoned to active service at any moment, whereas your 


due time. 

The habit of speculation, whether indulged in by Confederate or 

_ State officers, or any others, is equally reprehensible, and as Your 

_ Excellency doubtless has personal knowledge of such conduct among 

State officers, I commend to your consideration the propriety of a 
thorough examination into and public exposure of all such cases. 

The complaint you make that your militia organization has been 
broken up by the action of Congress in bringing the men who com- 
posed that militia into Confederate service, and that the proper 
defense of the State has thereby been weakened, is not justified by 

the facts unless you intend to throw every obstacle in your power in 

_ the way of the efficient organization of the Reserve Corps. Unfortu- 
nately for the good of the country you have it in your power to do 
much mischief in this way, though it will not go to the extent you 
intimate. 

As all the material that belonged to your active militia is trans- 
ferred by the act of Congress to the Reserve Corps, I do not see why 
the men cannot be as well spared from their business at home to serve 
in the one as in the other organization. If these very men could be 
spared from their official duties to serve in the active militia, I do 

_ not see why they may not be as well spared to serve in the Reserve 
Corps. The only difference is that in the one case the force would be 
under your command and control, and in the other it will be under 
the command and control of the President. You seem to think that 
its efficiency would be greatly increased by having the control your- 
self, but in this opinion I apprehend you will find few, if any, to 
agree with you. One thing is certain—the Legislature entertained a 
different opinion, for notwithstanding your earnest protest, that body 
did not hesitate to say by their action in turning over these men to 
the Confederate authorities they preferred the President to yourself. 

~ In the correctness of that decision of the Legislature there is a very 
general, if not universal, concurrence. Your Excellency constitutes 
as far as I know the solitary exception. You say: 

Prior to the extension of conscription from seventeen to fifty the President 
never made a requisition upon me for troops that I did not fill. To his last call I 
responded with more than double the number required. : 


This reference to your-‘response to the last call of the President is 
an unfortunate one if brought forward as evidence of your peculiar 
qualification for raising and organizing troops. It is true you fur- 
nished the President, on paper, double the number he asked for, but 
owing to your divisions of the State into territorial districts, beyond 
which the troops could not be required to go, the number of men 
obtained where their services were needed, in response to every 
appeal and effort that could be made, was not much greater than one-_ 
half the number called for by the President. 

The anxiety which you manifest for the agricultural interest and 
your fears that it might be seriously injured by a withdrawal of too 
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large a portion of that worthy class of our people into the public 
service involve matters of grave importance which have received, 
and will continue to receive, the earnest consideration of the Confed- 
erate authorities. Details and furloughs for the benefit of this inter- 
est can be as freely made under the existing organization as could 
have been done under your militia organization. If it is not done it 
will not be owing to any unwillingness on the part of the Confederate 
authorities to make such details and furloughs, but will be attrib- 
utable to the fact [that] you have withheld so many sinecure officers 
from the service. I am aware that some of these officials belong to 
this class, but a large number of them are, doubtless, of that non- 
producing class whose absence from home would cause no injury to the 
agricultural interest. If these men could have been brought into the 
Army a proportionate number of our farmers and mechanics could 
have been permitted to return to their homes. As it is, these worthy 
and useful citizens must be kept away from their business for the 
benefit of the less useful but more fortunate holders of State commis- 
sions in sinecure offices. To the utmost extent, however, that it can 
be done consistent with the public interest, I have no hesitation in 
saying details and furloughs will be granted. 

In view of the deep interest you manifest on the subject, and satis- 
fied as you must be that the resolution of the Legislature under which 
you profess to act was never intended to receive the construction you 
have placed upon it, I submit whether the circumstances would not 
justify another extra session of that body, that your hands might be 
untied and the services of your sinecure officials secured to take the 
place of the farmers and mechanics now kept from their farms and 
workshops. As in the programme of efficient defense which you had 
provided in your disbanded militia organization, you evidently caleu- 
lated upon the services of your militia officers in the field, I am sure 
you do not consider it ‘‘ necessary for the proper administration of the 
State government” that they should be kept permanently at home. 

You are right in supposing that I am anxious to make the Reserve 
Corps—to the command of which I have been assigned—as large and 
efficient as practicable. It is my duty to do so, and I am happy 
to know in discharging that duty I am advancing the best interests 
of the country. The strength and efficiency of the Army are objects 
of vital importance, and those objects cannot be more efficiently 
advanced than by adding to its numbers. I regret that the zeal I 
have manifested in this matter should have incurred your implied 
censure, but am consoled with the reflection that it will be more 
kindly and favorably regarded by the brave and gallant men of our 
Army, who will see in it a desire to add to their strength, increase 
their efficiency, and advance the best interests of our country. 

The liberty exercised by Confederate officers and men of partici- 
pating in the discussion of political questions affecting the interests 
of their State seems to be a grave offense in youreye. Iam charitable 
enough to believe that you would have regarded their conduct in this 
particular in a far different light if they could have found in Your 
Excellency’s course more to approve and less to condemn. You should 
bear in mind that is your fault, not theirs. 

I am, respectfully, 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


mer a RICHMOND, 
AMES A. SEDDON , 
a Secretary of War: "2 Se 
Sir: I have the honor to return to you the letter of the Honorable 
etary of the 30th ultimo referred to me for remarks. I think it. = 
_is true that the policy of the Government is changed toa great extent = 
_ by the late act of Congress and the regulations established as therein 
provided. Originally the cotton paid by the Government for supplies 
_ and freight did not diminish the quantity of cotton which private 
_ vessels were required to carry out for its account. The only excep- 
tion made was in the ease of the Davis & Fitzhugh contract, under a 
_ proviso that they should build or purchase new steamers and bring in 
_ entire cargoes for the Government, thus providing that the supplies 
might be secured, and the tonnage in the trade should not be thereby 
diminished. Whether or not any discrimination should be made 
_ between payments of cotton obligations given by the War Depart- 
ment for supplies delivered, or to be delivered within the country, or 
such obligations as have been given by the Treasury Department for 
money, cannot be determined without a better knowledge than I pos- 
sess of the relative wants of the Army and of the condition of the 
E Government loan abroad. The public faith is, I consider, equally 
pledged in each case. In both cases, where there is no stipulation 
requiring the Government to make delivery of cotton at Wilmington, 
I think that notice should be given that payments of cotton will only 
be made at other ports, or at places stipulated in the obligation, leayv- 
ing that port to be used by the Government for loading its own steam- 
ers, and to pay such cotton obligations as specifically require delivery 
-. there. 
It is unquestionably true that every pound of cotton that goes out 
under the thirteenth regulation, as now interpreted, diminishes the 
means of the Government abroad to purchase supplies or to provide 
money for other use. The cotton paid by the War Department under 
its oldest contracts is valued at 6 pence per pound; under later con- 
tracts at 10 pence per pound. The cotton paid by the Treasury will, 
I suppose, cost the person receiving it about 4 pence per pound. The 
cotton thus paid is exported without exaction under the thirteenth 
regulation, and diminishes the quantity which the Government can 
send out on private steamers. It would be cheaper to send the cotton 
out for the Government, receive the enhanced price of a foreign 
market—say 20 pence net—and make payments by drafts on the 
proceeds. The object of thirteenth regulation was doubtless to 
encourage the introduction of new ships into the blockade trade, to 
appreciate the public credit, and to enable the Government to pur- 
chase foreign supplies with cotton when it had no foreign funds at its 
command, or at ports where it found such purchase to its advantage. 
Under the operation of the thirteenth regulation I am satisfied that 
the whole character of the trade will be changed. All owners of 
private vessels will provide themselves with cotton bonds, which 
will enable them to carry out full cargoes for their own account, and 
the Government will be compelled to rely upon its own steamers to 
carry out its cotton. There is nothing in the contracts made by the 
War Department which offers any profit upon cargoes of supplies 
delivered. The price does not cover more than cost and usual 
insurance and freight. The profit is made upon the cotton, which 
is given in payment, and-as the cotton is valued at 6 pence per 
pound, it cannot compete with cotton delivered or bonds which may 
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be purchased at such rates as to reduce to 3 or 4 pence per pound 
the price of the cotton. If this view is correct, then any cotton that 
may be given in payment for supplies will not in reality diminish 
the quantity which will be sent out for the Government, but only 
divert it from being absorbed by cotton bonds. If the Government 
is still the owner of the bonds, or of the most of them, it may be a 
matter of general good policy to allow them to absorb all the outward 
tonnage of private vessels, and thus enhanco their value, so as to 
place the Treasury Department in funds to meet all the wants of the 
War Department for foreign supplies. If it is not the owner, and the 
Government has only a small number of steamers running for its own 
account, the necessities of the War Department will compel it to pur- 
chase some foreign supplies in its own ports and to pay for them in 
cotton to avoid ruinous rates of exchange. No-contracts are now 
made for delivery of cotton at Wilmington. Two have recently been 
authorized by you for deliveries at Mobile and the Florida ports to 
encourage ships, if possible, to run between Havana and Mobile and 
Havana and the Florida coast, and secure much needed supplies at 
those ports. 

Colonel Helm, at Havana, has made some small engagements with 
parties owning vessels and arms to deliver them on the coast of Texas, 
stipulating that they should receive cotton in payment. Some few 
exceptional contracts of the kind are desirable, and it is necessary at 
times to purchase some indispensable supplies brought in on private 
account, but the general policy, I think, should be, as suggested by 
the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, to pay by draft against cot- 
ton exports both for imports and freights. But no cotton can be 
exported for Government unless it is transported to the ports in pref- 
erence to private cotton, and cotton in payments of bonds which do 
not stipulate for delivery at ports. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
Tneutenant-Colonel, &e. 


[May 16, 1864.—For orders directing General Kemper to organize 
the reserves of Virginia and place them at once in service, see Series 
I, Vol. XXXVI, Part IT, p. 1012. ] 


PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., May 17, 1864. 
DUNCAN MACAULEY, Esq., 
No. 4 Fourth Street, Edinburgh, Scotland: 

DEAR SiR: I have received your letter of the 20th of January last,* 
and learn with much gratification that a very large portion of the 
inhabitants of Edinburgh appreciate and sympathize with this people 
in their struggle for freedom and self-government. It is quite encour- 
aging to know that all the efforts of our encmies to misrepresent the 
true nature of the conflict on this continent have been without sue- 
cess, and that numerous associations have been formed in Great 
Britain for the purpose of giving effectual expression to public 
opinion in our favor. The names of Mr. James Spencer and Mr. 
Thomas Kesshaw were known to us long before the receipt of your 


* Not found. 


to them ane their ad Aisi as awe as to rece 
assurances of our gratitude, of the esteem we entert 
ons, and of the value we attach to their disinterested : 
efforts in our behalf. 
_ Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
: May 18, 1864. 
a General S. COOPER, : 
Adjutant and Inspector ‘General: 


‘Str: A resolution calling for information as to the number of men 
in the military and naval service of the Confederate States, the num- 
ber that have been killed or died of wounds received in battle, and 
the number that have deserted, with the States of the Confederacy 
from which each and all of these have come, has been referred by the 
_ House of Representatives to the Committee on Military Affairs. I 
have been instructed by the committee to inquire whether it is in the 

power of the Government at present to give the desired information. 
Will you be kind enough to let me know, that the committee and the 
| House may determine the propriety of approving the resolution. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. G. SWAN. 


& STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
: Raleigh, May 19, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: Your letter* relative to the claim of exemption for 
D. L. Russell, jr., as a State officer has been received, and, as I dissent 
from the conclusion at which you have arrived, I beg leave most 
respectfully to present the reasons which have influenced my judg- 
ment. 

In the first place, I am unwilling to concede that the exemption of 
State officers depends upon the action of Congress, believing as I do 
that each State has the unqualified right to exempt from military 
service such officers as the General Assembly may declare necessary 
for the due administration of the government and laws of the State. 
The act of Congress declaring there shall be exempted ‘‘all State offi- 
cers whom the Governor of the State may claim to have exempted for 
the due administration of the laws and government thereof” was not 
to confer power on the Governor to exempt State officers, for the 

’ Governors derive their power from the constitution and laws of the 
State, and not from Congress, but to make the operation of the act of 
Congress depend upon the action of the Governors in claiming certain 
State officers for the due administration of the laws of the State. (See 
Jones’ Reports, ninth volume, p. 186, in the matter of Kirk.) 

The supreme court of appeals of Vir ginia, in the cases of Burroughs 

s. Peyton and Abrahams vs. Peyton, “has decided that Congress can 
eee e no right to deprive a State of the services of any officer necessary 


* Of May 2, p. 375. 
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to the action of its government, and the State itself is the sole judge 
as to the officers that are necessary for this purpose. 

Again, I am unwilling to concede that the Confederate Government 
has the right to retain in its service and refuse to discharge any con- 


scripted citizen of a State who has been elected or appointed to an_ 


office which the Legislature has declared to be necessary for the due 
administration of the government and laws thereof. 

You make no question as to the fact that Mr. Russell was elected 
to an office which I had declared necessary, but you assume that he 
was at the time of his election in the military service, and that ‘‘the 
conscription acts provide for the continuing in the Army those belong- 
ing to it, and the exemptions allowed by the acts plainly refer to 
persons who are not in the Army, but who are made liable to conserip- 
jane e : 

In my opinion you are mistaken both as to the fact assumed and 
the construction placed upon the law. You say that Mr. Russell 
‘“was reduced to the ranks by the sentence of acourt-martial.” Such 
is not the language of the sentence of the court. It is as follows: 

And the court does therefore sentence the said Capt. Daniel L. Russell, jr., 
Company G, Thirty-sixth North Carolina Troops, to be dismissed from the sery- 


ice, and on account of his extreme youth, the court recommends the said Capt. 
Daniel L. Russell to the clemency of the commanding general. 


What then was his status? The court sentenced him to be dis- 
missed from the service, the commanding general approved the sen- 
tence, and the War Department directed it to be carried out, and yet 
you hold that he is now, was then, and had previously been in 
the military service. 

To dismiss means to send away; to give leave of departure; not to 
retain; not to reduce to the ranks. The language of the court, the 
recommendation to clemency in consequence of the extreme youth of 
the party, plainly show that it was not the purpose of the court to 
subject him to the humiliation of being reduced to the ranks, and it 
is respectfully submitted that no action of the commanding general 
could modify or change the sentence; he could only approve or dis- 
approve it. 

You say that the first section of the act of Congress, approved the 
17th day of February, 1864, entitled ‘‘An act to organize forces to 
serve during the war,” placed in the service those between seventeen 
and fifty all residents in the Confederate States not belonging to the 
Army, for the war. From this class exemptions were to be made. 
This restricted operation of the act cannot be admitted. The tenth 
section of first clause of the act is as follows: 

That all laws granting exemptions from military service be, and the same are 
hereby, repealed, and hereafter none shall be exempted except the following. 

After enumerating certain exemptions, it provides: 


And such other Confederate and State officers as the President or Governors of 
the respective States may certify to be necessary for the proper administration of 
the Confederate or State governments, as the case may be. 


The act continues in the service those between eighteen and forty- 
five who were then in the Army, and declared all ‘‘ white men, resi- 
dents of the Confederate States, between the ages of seventeen and 
fifty,” to be in the military service from and after the passage of the 
act during the war. 

From the date of the passage of the act, therefore, the latter class 
namely, those between seventeen and fifty, are in the military service 
as well as those then actually in. 


clause of exemption is general in its 
a ‘y perecaiay class, either those placed or continued in ser 
said act. . ores 
_ Inthe matter of Bradshaw, Chief Justice Pearson, in commenting 
upon the previous exemption act, the language of which was, ‘There 
_ Shall be exempted all State officers whom the Governor of any State a 
- may claim,” says, “‘I can see no good ground to except from the 
_ operation of these general words State officers who were in the mili- 
_ tary service.” If such was the intention, a proviso to that effect 
would have been made, and there is no rule of law by which it can be 
_ made under construction. It was suggested in the argument that the — 
exception should be made by implication from the use of the words 
‘shall be exempted,” and it was said that the word ‘‘exempted” is 
restricted in its meaning to persons who are not in the military serv- 
ice, and ‘‘discharged” is the proper word when referring to persons 
who are in the military service. 

This distinction may obtain in military circles, but the word ‘to 
exempt” is not a technical term. It is a plain English word, and 
means, literally, ‘‘to take out of or from,” and its ordinary significa- 
tion is, ‘‘to free from,” not to subject to any service or burden to 
which others are made liable, as, to exempt from military service, to 

exempt from taxation; and it is a settled rule of construction that 

- words ina statute are to be construed according to their ordinary 

meaning unless there is something to show that they are used in a dif- 
ferent sense. 

You concede the right of the Governor of a State, from whatever 
source that right may be derived, to claim the exemption of such 
State officers as he may deem necessary, provided the exempted per- 
son be between seventeen and fifty years of age and ‘‘not in the Army.” 
The act of the 17th of February, 1864, declares that ‘‘all white men 
residents of the Confederate States between the ages of seventeen and 
fifty shall be in the military service from and after the passage of this 
act.” If your construction be correct, the States cannot rightfully 
place in office (except certain officers enumerated by Congress) any citi- 
zen except he be one under seventeen or over fifty years of age. This 
power being conceded, Congress may extend indefinitely, upward 
and downward, the age of conscription, and thus absorb the whole 
male white population, place them in the military service, leave the 
States without an officer, and thus blot them out of existence. 

Upon consideration of the whole case, my conclusion is that by the 
sentence of the court Mr. Russell was dismissed from the service and 
beeame liable to be enrolled as a conscript; that before his enroll- 
ment he was duly elected to an office which I deemed necessary, 
namely, a ‘‘commissioner for distributing money and provisions to 
soldiers’ families.” I am aware of the existence of an order of the 
War Department which provides ‘‘that officers of the Army cashiered 
by courts-martial, and who may thus become liable to military duty 
under the conscription acts, will, when present with their commands, 
be at once enrolled by their respective brigade commanders. When 
not so present their names will be furnished by their commanding 
officer to the proper enrolling officer of the district to which they 
belong.” : 

This proves the position which I hold, that Mr. Russell was not in 
the service when elected to the office of commissioner, but by being 
cashiered he became a conscript. You concede my right to claim the 
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exemption of persons liable to conscription who have not been in 
actual service, although declared to be in service by act of Congress. 

Why, then, may I not claim the exemption of one declared in the 
service by the order of a commanding general or the War Depart- 
ment? I can see no difference. State officers have been enrolled | 
and placed in camp of instruction, and yet the commandant of con- 
scripts and the Bureau of Conscription have uniformly discharged 
them upon my claim for exemption. ; d 

What difference can it make if the party has been enrolled by a 
commanding general after being dismissed from the service by the 
sentence of a court-martial? General Whiting, in a letter to the 
adjutant-general of this State, says that ‘‘Mr. Russell had been 
allowed a short leave to make his choice of a company in which to be 
enrolled,” but I indorsed upon it a positive order, directing him to 
remain at his home until further orders, viz, those of the 7th. 

In a subsequent letter to me General Whiting says: 

Previous to his receipt of these orders (of the 7th instant), which directed him 
to report to General Hébert at Smithville, I am informed that he had been 


elected a county commissioner or trustee by the bench of magistrates of Bruns- 
wick County. 


; 
}, 
4 
3 


The order of the 7th directed him to report at once to General 
Hébert or General Martin for assignment or selection, as you may 
choose. He had not, therefore, been enrolled as a conscript at the 
time of his election, but had simply been ordered to report for enroll- 
ment, which order had not been received by him. 

Should I be in error upon the law of the case I must earnestly urge 
upon you not to wound the spirit of this gallant and promising young 
officer by sending him into the ranks. At the age of sixteen he left 
the university of the State, raised a company, served in such an 
acceptable manner as to win the admiration and applause of his 
superior officers. Major-General Whiting, in approving the sentence 
of the court, bore testimony to his very good character as an officer. 
Colonel Lamb, under whom he served, gave most flattering testimony 
as to his capacity and efficiency. His aged father feels most keenly 
and sensitively upon the subject, and on his account, in behalf of the 
promising young officer himself, and as a matter of justice and right, 
I again most respectfully insist that my claim of exemption for him 
be allowed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B.. VANCE, 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ForT FISHER, N. C., 
March —, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. Joun D. TAYLOR: 

My DEAR COLONEL: I would have written with great pleasure 
some time since my high opinion of Capt. Daniel Russell’s social and 
moral worth, but I was at a loss to whom to direct the letter, so that 
if my opinion was of any value it might be used to his advantage. 
My first acquaintance with young Russell was when, in the spring of 
1862, the gloomiest period of our war, he left the attractive lecture 
rooms of the university to encounter the dangers and fatigues of the 
tented field, and I witnessed his successful efforts to raise a company 
in his native county when the spirit of volunteering had departed 
from our people. I remember well an exhibition of his patriotism in 


Ov is age, to take 0 
od and getting a senior to assume command 
1e became captain by promotion, I was pleased to see 
t his company to a state of discipline and perfection 3 
surpassed by any ‘of the companies with which it was associate 
the defense of this important district. I have never heard anything 
_ but commendation from his commanders, and it was subject of deep 
mortification to his comrades in arms when by a decision of a general 
court-martial he was deprived of his command for a most unfortunate 
indiscretion. * * * It is my sincere hope that the President, in 
consideration of his past services and the promise his character gives 
for future good, will overlook the unfortunate result of a high spirit 
chafed by real or fancied indignity to a father, and restore him to his 
command, 


aay WILLIAM LAMB, 
Colonel Thirty-sixth North Carolina Troops. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 20, 1864. 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 
AMERICA: ; 


The following resolution passed by the House on the 14th instant 
) has been received: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the House, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, whether the reasons given in his special message 
for suspending the writ of habeas corpus still exist, and what additional reasons 
now exist to such extent that the public safety requires the continuance of the 
suspension thereof. 

In my opinion the reasons given in the special message transmitted 
to Congress at its last session, reeommending the suspension of the 
writ of habeas corpus, still exist in undiminished force and the pres- 
ent juncture especially requires the continuance of the suspension. 

The effects of the law for that purpose have been most salutary, and 
to that law in no inconsiderable degree are we indebted for the 
increased efficiency of the military preparations which have enabled 
our gallant armies, under the providence of God, to beat back the vast 
invading forces which still threaten us. 

In my judgment it would be perilous, if not calamitous, to discon- 
tinue the suspension while the armies of the enemy are pressing on 
our brave defenders with persistent effort for their destruction and 
for the subjugation of our country. 

It is a source of gratification to be able to inform you that the mere 
passage of the law suspending the writ was so effectual in restraining 
those who were engaged in treasonable practices and in dangerous 
complicity with our enemies that the instances are very few in which 
arrests were found necessary. 

The effect of the law in preventing the abuse of the writ for the 
purpose of avoiding military service by men whose plain duty it is to 
defend their country can hardly be overestimated. 

The sensitiveness exhibited in different parts of our country to the 
legislation on this subject is indicative of the love of freedom which is 
innate among the people, and which should ever be cherished as the 
sole guaranty for the preservation of their constitutional liberties. 
It is not doubted, however, that if those who have expressed dissatis- 
faction with the law had been in possession of the information which 
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it was my duty to communicate to you, and which may not yet be 
revealed without injury to the public interest, they would fully have 
approved the exercise of the power of suspending the writ, which was 
intrusted to Congress by the Constitution. All trusts impose duties. 
The power was intrusted expressly with the intent that it should be 
used when necessary to the public safety in case of invasion. Congress 
concurring with me that the exigency had arisen which required the 
exercise of the power, performed but a plain duty in passing the law, 
and such will, I doubt not, be the judgment of the people when the 
facts can be made known without detriment to their interest. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Richmond, Va., May 20, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Str: I have the honor, by direction of the President, to forward for 
your attention and the proper action the following copy of a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 5th instant: 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate 
to this House, if not incompatible with the public interest, whether the cavalry 
and artillery portion of the Holcombe Legion of South Carolina Volunteers are 
now serving together or separate. If separate, how long they have been separated, 
and for what reasons they were separated, and whether there exist any commands 
in the Confederate Army now doing duty under legionary reorganization. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


{First indorsement. ] 


MAY 20, 1864. 
To Adjutant-General for prompt attention and response. 
J. Ss 


[Second indorsement. ] 


ORGANIZATION OFFICE, May 28, 1864. 
The Holcombe Legion consists of infantry and cavalry. No artil- 
lery has ever, within the knowledge of this bureau, been attached 
to it. There are special legionary organizations in the Provisional 
Army; that is, several organizations combining different arms of the 
service. It has been found impracticable for these arms to act 
together in the field, and in every instance they have practically been 
separated from the date when each organization has gone into active 
service. The infantry and cavalry of the Holcombe Legion, though 
constituting one organization in law, have been doing duty separately 
since August, 1862, The legal separation of these arms in the several 
legions is earnestly desired by the troops concerned as well as by the 
War Department. To do this, however, it has been decided, requires 
legislation. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
: SAML. W. MELTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


E -May Gen. 


“ig! ng calla ia EXECUTIVE DE 
=f Milledgeville, . 


HOWELL Coss, ssi 7i oh 
Commanding Reserves, &c.: i 


‘Str: In your letter of the 12th instant, received on the 16th, is the = 
— following language: ; 


Bae AG. find in the decision quoted in your letter that our supreme court holds 
- ‘that the enrollment (by the Confederate Government) of the officers and agents 


by whom the State governments are operated and without whose agency their 
machinery must stop” would be violative of the very existence of State govern- 
ment, and hence void. 


This admission on your part is sufficient reply to your earnest and 

_ labored argument to prove that I, in certifying that all civil and mili- 
tary officers of this State are claimed as exempt from conscription in 
conformity to the resolution of the General Assembly of this State, 
have nullified, or attempted to nullify, the act of Congress. If the 
Confederate Government has no jurisdiction whatever over the State 
officers, and an act of Congress directing their enrollment would, as 
you admit, ‘‘be violative of the very existence of State government, 
and hence void,” such an act, being a nullity, would not be the sub- 
ject of nullification, as that which is absolutely void can have no 
foree and can bind nobody. No act of mine could make void that 

which is already void. 

In your former letter you claim for Congress the jurisdiction to 
confer upon the Governors of the States the power to decide in oppo- 
sition to the act of the Legislatures of the States what State officers 
shall be exempt and who enrolled as conscripts. You now admit that 
the Confederate Government has itself no power to enroll a State 
officer; but you do not inform me where the Confederate Government 
gets the jurisdiction to delegate to the Governor of a State the power 
to do that which it has no power to do itself. You are certainly 
entitled to the credit of originality for the discovery that Congress can 
delegate to the Governor of a State the power to do a thing which Con- 
gress itself has no power to do. The State alone has jurisdiction over 
her own officers. You admit that Congress has no jurisdiction over 
them, and cannot enroll one of them without the consent of the State. 

The Legislature of the State has not only refused to give that con- 
sent, but has expressly declared that they shall all be exempt. Con- 
gress now, after the Legislature has expressly refused to give its 
consent to their enrollment, refers the question to the Governor to say 
whether they shall be enrolled, and you insist that the Governor has 
power under this act of Congress, which you refer to as the “‘laws of 
the Confederate Government,” to set aside the act of the Legislature 
and order their enrollment, though you admit that if Congress itself 
did the very act which you insist that the Governor should do under 
the act of Congress, it would ‘‘be violative of the very existence of 
State government, and hence void.” 

Iam perfectly willing to submit the question to the judgment of 
any candid man whether I did any ‘‘injustice” to an “‘ officer of the 
Confederate Government,” who claims for Congress such powers over 
the States, and whose opinions rest upon such reasoning when I 
expressed regret that he had fallen into the error of believing that the 
‘States derive their powers and the people of the States their rights 
and privileges from the will of Congress.” An officer of the Confed- 
erate Government has no just right to charge any one with ignorance 
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or conscious misrepresentation for attributing to his own mind the 
conclusions which necessarily result from its own reasoning. 

If an officer of the Confederate Government had never been consid- 
ered a very decided advocate of State’s rights or State sovereignty, 
but had filled office in the Federal Government most of his political 
life with an eye to its highest official position, and while he considered 
his prospects bright had seemed to regard the Union as the greatest 
good, but when he lost sight of obtaining the highest position in the 
Union, if he warmly espoused for a time the cause of State’s rights, to 
get out of the Union that he might take his chances in the new organ- 
ization, and he then claimed for Congress such powers over the States 
as I have above referred to, it might not be injustice to consider these 
things in forming a conclusion as to his present political opinions. 

You are so much accustomed to practice upon .popular credulity 
and appeal to popular prejudice by the ery of conflict between the 
State and Confederate governments that you seem to feel that an 
opportunity for making political capital is lost when you are left with- 
out a pretext for bewailing a supposed conflict which you so often 
attempt by a stretch of the imagination to discover far in the misty 
distance. As this ery of conflict now constitutes your political stock 
in trade, and you have much reason to fear ‘‘ Othello’s occupation 
gone” whenever you can no longer alarm the people with it, 1 ean 
well imagine your disappointment when I so shaped my certificate as 
to maintain the sovereignty and rights of the State, carry out the reso- 
lution of the Legislature, and avoid all conflict or appearance of con- 
flict with the President. 

You refer to the example of Governor Smith, of Virginia, who, it 
seems, has turned over the justices of peace of that State under fifty 
years of age to conscription. If the newspapers are to be credited, 
while he has done this he has claimed as exempt other classes of per- 
sons who are not strictly State officers or agents, and are not, there- 
fore, claimed by me as exempt, which sums up the whole number 
claimed by him to a larger aggregate than I have claimed under the 
resolution of the Legislature of this State. 

I am not advised as to the action the Virginia Legislature bad taken 
upon this subject. From my knowledge of Governor Smith’s char- 
acter I feel satisfied, however, that he has not turned over to conserip- 
tion any officer of the State whose enrollment has been forbidden by 
the act of the Legislature. I unite with you in honoring Governor 
Smith for his services in the military field, which, I suppose, afford 
satisfactory evidence even to yourself that he is not wanting in either 
courage or patriotism; and yet I suppose you will not pretend that he 
has shared in the dangers of battle or spent much time in the field 
with the soldiers since he has been called by the people of Virginia to 
the responsible position of Executive of his State. 

I have not heard of the military exploits in the field of Gover- 
nor Smith, of Virginia; Governor Vance, of North Carolina; Govy- 
ernor Bonham, of South Carolina; Governor Watts, of Alabama; 
Governor Clark, of Mississippi, or Governor Allen, of Louisiana, since 
each, respectively, was called from the Army to preside over the execu- 
tive department of his State. Take a more distinguished example. 
I have not heard of the instance since the war commenced in which 
Mr. Davis has exposed himself to the dangers of battle. Each of these 
gentlemen since he has been called to the discharge of. executive 
duties has enjoyed ‘“‘the same quiet and security from danger” which 
you say “‘has fallen to my lot,” and I presume neither of them has 


db 


ocure appropriations, and get up supplies to feed and clothe, when 
uffering for food and raiment, shall judge whether my services have 
en more valuable in my present position than they could have been — 
ioe however a good soldier I might have been able to 
and whether I have indeed been their friend, or, as you 
_mnate, only their ‘‘pretended friend.” Iam as well. ide 
_ their judgment now as I was last fall when, with remarkable una- 
- nimity, they gave me assurances that they were my friends, which were 
as gratifying to me as they were mortifying to conflict croakers and 
enemies of the State government, who had spent more time and labor 
‘In misrepresenting my motives and my acts and attempting to con- 
vince the people at home that the Army was almost a unit against me, 
_ than they had in providing for the wants of the soldiers or the com- 
fort of their families at home. 
You call attention to the number of militia officers in this State, 
and refer to my statement in my late message that if the act of Con- 
- gress is executed in the State it deprives her of her whole active 
_ militia; and you say the act is now being executed which leaves 
these imilitia officers to take ‘‘military charge of themselves,” for, 
say you, ‘‘they constitute in and of themselves their entire and sole 
command.” : 

Now, it does seem to be a little remarkable that a Confederate major- 
general of the reserves, who you say are to be left to the ‘‘easier 
duties” ‘‘in the rear,” in which others who are to ‘join their com- 
rades in the field” are ‘‘at present engaged,” should conclude that he 
is entitled to a monopoly in the easier duty in the rear, and should 
assume that his own reserves are the only reserves. I beg you to 
remember that the laws of this State provide for militia reserves, who 
are to participate with you in the discharge of those ‘‘easier duties” 
“in the rear,” and who, when the active militia—or militia proper— 
have gone, may in great emergencies be called out to ‘‘repel invasion, 
suppress insurrection, or execute the laws.” If, when the active Con- 
federate soldiery have been called from the discharge of the ‘‘ easier 
duties” ‘‘in the rear” to ‘‘ join their comrades in the field,” you, as the 
commander of the Confederate reserves, find other occupation than 
the military charge of yourseif, experience may soon teach you what 
use there may be for officers of the militia reserves after the active 
militia have gone to the field. The great desire on your part seems 
to be that these officers of the militia reserves shall be transferred 
from their present reserve service to the Reserve Corps under your 
command. : 

Their “official retreats” in command of reserves seems to annoy 
you, but you have no objection to their ** private retreat” as reserves, 
if placed under your control. In other words, it seems to be a question 
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whether you or the proper State authority shall command these State 
reserves, and the Legislature with great unanimity determined to 
leave them under the command of the proper State authority. If you 
are not the ‘“‘solitary exception on the other side” who find fault 
with the action of the Legislature, I would submit whether modesty 
may not suggest the propriety of your acquiescence in the decision of 
the General Assembly of your State upon this point. I do most 
respectfully insist that while engaged in the command of reserves, 
who you must admit are a very useful organization, you should have 
a little more fellow-feeling for those who are engaged in the honora- 
ble and useful employment, which occupies all your own time which 
you cannot spare to the important political duties of your office. In 
your letter appears a reiteration of your former statement that from 
your knowledge of the members of the Legislature they never intended 
to exempt all State officers, though they have solemnly declared on 
their official oaths that they did so intend. And you go further, and 
in effect say that neither Congress nor our supreme court nor any- 
body else but myself ever conceived the idea that the justices of the 
peace, constables, and militia officers (for whom you seem to have a 
great aversion) were to be exempt. 

I am aware that you, while your fellow-generals were in front of the 
enemy in the field, spent days and nights in Milledgeville lobbying 
and lecturing the members of the Legislature at its late session for 
the purpose of convincing them that it was their duty to sanction the 
late act of Congress suspending the privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus; but as neither your knowledge of them nor their knowledge 
of you influenced them to sustain your views, I am still at a loss to 
know, and you have not been pleased to say, how you are able to 
determine from your knowledge of the members that they did not 
understand the meaning of plain English words, and when they said 
all civil and military officers should be exempt, they did not mean jus- 
tices of the peace, constables, and militia officers; and how it was 
that the supreme court, when they said State officers and agents, did 
not mean justices of the peace, when the constitution of the State, 
which the judges of the supreme court are sworn to support, expressly 
mentions justices’ courts as part of the judiciary of the State, and 
makes justices of the peace as much State officers as judges of the 
supreme court. As this new rule, which you have the honor of dis- 
covering, of interpreting the meaning of the language used by the 
Legislature by your simple knowledge of the members, which proves 
that the English word ‘‘all” means only part, is unknown to the author- 
ities on the rules of construction, and as you have not thought proper 
to explain or elaborate it I presume the world must remain in igno- 
rance of it till such time as you may think proper to enlighten the 
judges and other luminaries of the law. I suppose you were guided 
by this new secret rule of construction when you, while referring to 
my certificate, use this language: 

The Legislature had declared that all civil and military officers should be 
exempt; still, you did not say that the Legislature demanded the exemption; your 
language is, ‘I claim, as exempt,” &c. 

To say that the Legislature has declared that all civil and inilitary 
‘officers shall be exempt, but the Legislature does not demand their 
exemption when it says they shall be exempt, isto draw a distinction 
which, I presume, would be rather refined for the comprehension of 
the supreme court. 
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ou recoil at the odium which would attach to the Legis! 
ir language should be construed to mean what every sane man _ 
the State except yourself knows it does mean, and was intended to 


= mean. Now, I trust you may be able to quiet your apprehensions for 
the safety of the Legislature with the cool reflection that after all 


your efforts to stir up public odium upon this question it is only 


nate 
_ inhaled in the atmosphere breathed by yourself and co-laborers, many 


of whom were themselves defeated candidates for the very offices 
whose incumbents in ‘‘ official retreats” they affect to regard with so 
much loathing and detestation. As a majority of the voters elect 
these officers, the reasonable presumption is that they feel less indig- 
nation at their own action than is professed by defeated candidates 
and designing politicians. : 

My attention is invited by you to. the propriety of convening an 
extra session of the Legislature to repeal this resolution and turn 
over these State officers to conscription. As it is a question upon 
which the same Legislature which I am invited to convene has 
already acted, and as they have, after returning home and consulting 
with their constituents, been in session since the passage of the reso- 
lution, and as they had the benefit of a lecture from you upon their 
duties when last in session, and did not think proper to reconsider 
and reverse their action, I do not feel called upon to incur so heavy 
an expense to the State for the gratification of a single individual 
who was much exercised about the unnecessary expense incurred at 
the late extra session. 

Again, when I take into account the fact that we are obliged to 
have provisions another year, and to have some able-bodied men at 
home to attend to the business of the country, and to look to the 
wants of the wives and children of our brave defenders in the field, 
and that you are taking so large a number of the population of the 
State by conscription, including the lame and the halt, if not the 
blind, who might be of some use at home, but can be of none in camps 
of instruction and in hospitals, and that of the whole number of 
State officers probably nine-tenths are either farmers or mechanics, 
or, aS Shown inmy last letter, exempt without regard [to] their State 
offices, or who were elected to those offices because the people consid- 
ered their services more valuable at home than in the battle-field, I 
must decline to comply with your suggestion, however much I may 
regret my inability to relieve your mind from the disquietude which 
the presence of some of these State officers as co-laborers in com- 
mand of reserves seems to excite. You will at least have the conso- 
lation to know, however, that you have the oldest commission as 
major-general of reserves, and are therefore the ranking officer in 
that service. If you should at any time chance to go to the front, 
where the emergency is pressing, I trust you will find the officers of 
the reserve militia with a goodly number of the civil officers there in 
advance of you, prepared to welcome you, and to vie with you in 
patriotic deeds and heroic valor till the danger has passed. As they 
are now hastening to the front to meet the enemy in the present 
emergency, let me suggest for your consideration whether it would 
not be more profitable to the country that you follow their example 
than that you remain at home to make issues upon them, and attempt 
to stir up public indignation against them in the rear while they are 
confronting the enemy ati the post of danger. ; 

I am assured by your letter that the defense of the State will not 
be weakened by the breaking up of the State militia, under the act of 


y this time. You have had 
efer with so much apparent feeling 
relieving our gallant men in front to 
activity and energy, and with all this 
weighty reasons to wake you up to prompt action; witl 
military commander can be useful, I fear you are not prepz 
that it may still take you weeks to complete your organization | 
reach the field with your command in condition to strike an effectiv 
blow for your State in this critical hour of her danger. Within as 
long a time as that already consumed by you the adjutant and inspec- _ 
tor general of this State, under my direction, had organized over 20,000 , 
militia, who would have been subject to have been called out for th 
emergency upon the shortest notice, and might now have been 
Cherokee, Ga., ready to aid in the great struggle had not the organi- 
zation been crippled that its most active material might be turned 
over to make your command. oe 

Your attempt to divert attention from your tardiness in this most 
important and critical period, when so much depended upon your 
promptness, by taking up time in raising issues about the exemptions 
of State officers, and whether it was best that I or the President 
should command the militia, cannot succeed. After assuming that 
everybody desired that the President should command them you put 
me down as the solitary exception on the other side. I presume you 
had neglected before making the assertion to examine the journals of 
the Legislature upon that question. 

While the resolution to turn over the part of the militia between 
seventeen and fifty to the command of the President passed by a 
majority of the Legislature, you may probably learn from the jour- 
nals and from your knowledge of the members that the minority was 
too large and respectable to leave any foundation in fact for your 
assertion. = 

If it should turn out that the President has been so unfortunate in 
his selection of a proper officer to organize and command this force as 
to render it useless at the time when it is most needed, the action of 
the minority of the Legislature, which was in favor of retaining the 
State militia already organized for the emergency, may be proven to 
have been wiser than you are willing to admit. 

While referring to the Confederate officers who hold positions in 
the rear you say that I know that some of them occupy their present 
positions not at their own suggestions, but in obedience to orders of 
those who have the right to assign them to these duties. I think I do 
know of at least one instance in which the President, having once 
trusted a general with a command in the front which required some 
qualification for the position, afterward transferred him to the rear, 
and: I know of no reason for calling into question either the patriotism 
or the prudence of the President in making the transfer. Doubtless 
his action was prompted by a desire to promote the best interest of 
the service. 


hoes much g n one-half the number 
* by the Pre nt. In order to test this statement by the standard 
s proper that I refer to the call made by the President 
iroops and the service to be rendered by them. The call 
le by the President through the Secretary of War was based upon 
e two acts of Congress passed 21st of August, 1861, and 13th of 
ber, 1862, to raise troops for local defense and special service. 
One of these acts, as you well know, declared that troops under it 
may be mustered in for local defense, and gives the troops the right 
in their muster-rolls to set forth distinetly the “services to be per- 
formed.” In specifying the objects of the call the Secretary of War, 
in referring to those acts upon which it was based, uses this language: 
Under the former of these, if organizations could be effected with the limi- 
tation prescribed in their muster-rolls, of service only at home or at specified 
points of importance within the particular State, they would be admirably ——-~— 
adapted to obtain the desired ends of calling out those best qualified for the serv- 
ice—of employing them only when and so long as they might be needed, &c. 


Under this call each company had the right to specify on paper— 
that is, in its muster-roll—what places it would engage to defend. If 
the muster-roll specified that the company would act for local defense, 

- in the language of the Secretary of War ‘‘at home” or at ‘‘ specified 
_ points,” it was a full compliance with the call, and troops so organ- 
ized, the Secretary says, are admirably adapted to obtain the desired 
ends. Now, so far from accepting troops with the narrow territorial 
limits in their muster-rolls, which by the eall of the President they 
were authorized to prescribe, I required them—except in cases of 
troops for the defense of certain cities, &c.—to prescribe a larger 
limit, covering at least one-fourth of the territory of the State. I not 
' only furnished over double the number of troops required by the 
President, but I tendered them, most companies covering with their 
muster-rolls a much larger space of territory than the President 
required. Indeed, a considerable number of their muster-rolls covered 
the whole State as their limit. Each and every company was there- 
fore tendered with as large a territorial limit as the President called 
for, and each and every one was subject to do service at any moment 
within that limit if the emergency happened which they were organ- 
ized to meet. You were the major-general placed in command of 
these troops; you had before you the acts of Congress under which 
they were organized; you knew that their muster-rolls covered as 
much territory as either the act of Congress or the call of the Presi- 
dent required, and you admit that I furnished double the number 
ealled for. 

Your denial that I filled the requisition according to the call of the 
President was made with full knowledge of the facts that the call was 
not only filled, but doubly filled. As you cannot plead ignorance in 
mitigation of your palpable misstatements, I must leave you to 
reconcile it with the facts as best you may. Whether you employed 
those called to the field ‘‘only when and so long as” the emergency 
lasted for the kind of service which they were called for to perform, 
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as was promised by the President, or kept them in the field at great 
inconvenience to them and loss to the State after the emergency had 
passed, that you might not-be left with wreaths upon your shoulders 
without a command, is a subject upon which those who were then 
subject to your orders are entitled and doubtless have their own 
opinions. 

Upon the subject of ‘‘reprehensible speculations” you take occa- 
sion to say that I ‘‘doubtless have personal knowledge of such con- 
duct among State officers.” In this you labor under a very erroneous 
impression. I know of no reprehensible, dishonorable, or unjust 
speculation among State officers. If you have knowledge of any such 
it will doubtless be an agreeable task for you to expose it, and I com- 
mend the subject to your earnest attention. ~ 

Taking the term ‘‘ personal knowledge” as used by you in connection 
with reports in circulation that in the bitter denunciations of me 
with which you are accustomed to entertain those around you, refer- 
ence has been made by you to certain lands which I have purchased 
in Southwestern Georgia, with some other property, and insinuations 
thrown out that I had obtained the money by unfair means, I may © 
be justified in making such reference to my individual affairs in this 
connection as under other circumstances would be improper. 

Before the war commenced I had a handsome property, which 
yielded me, outside of my salary, a competent income. I had inher- 
ited very little of it, but had made it by industry and energy and 
what the world is pleased to call good luck—as by the discovery of a 
mine upon lands which I had purchased for a small price for other 
purposes. 

Since the commencement of the war I have inherited, as the records 
of the county will show, over $20,000 in gold or its equivalent, which 
was invested before the depreciation in a manner to be worth in the 
currency in its depreciated condition the past winter a larger sum 
than would have been necessary to pay for every dollar’s worth of 
property I have purchased, including my lands in Southwestern 
Georgia. 

If you will take the trouble to calculate a moment you will see 
that $20,000 in gold last winter, or this spring, at 20 for 1 was worth 
$400,000 in currency; or if the gold had been invested so as to be 
worth 10 for 1 it was worth in eurreney $200,000, which latter amount 
in currency will a great deal more than cover all the investments in 
property which I have made. 

As the amount of inheritance to which I have referred came to 
me in right of my wife and children, I feel quite sure that you will 
not object to this as a ‘‘reprehensible speculation” or a dishonest 
mode of obtaining property, if the sum inherited even amounted to 
all I ever made. 

At the time I made the purchase of the southwestern lands and a 
small interest ($10,000 in currency) in iron property in Bartow County 
I did not choose to convert all the securities I had into curreney, and 
I borrowed most of the money to meet the payments, and owe $50,000 
in currency. I expect to pay this back whenever, in my judgment, 
the securities in which I invested gold, or part of my lands, will bring 
the best price in currency and take the least amount of property to 
raise the money. I believe my creditors are not apprehensive of loss. 
Iwill only add that I have the gratification to know that I never lived 
in ease upon the property of my wife and children while my judg- 
ment creditors were delayed in the collection of their just dues. 


ly an apology for th 
al business. I certainly am if by the use of th L = 
edge” you did not intend to impute anything dish able or 
to me in my individual transactions. If you did, I have given _ 
_ yous ch information as will enable you in future to avoid misrepre-_ 
_ senting me personally, if you have the will to do so, whatever may — 
-be your opinions of the merits of my official acts [as] a public officer; 
~ upon the latter subject I must confess I feel a very cool indifference. 
— Respectfully, 


JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

- _ Milledgeville, May 21, 1864. 

Hon. C. G. MEMMINGER, . : 
Secretary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.: 

Your telegram of the 10th did not reach me till yesterday. The 
act of Congress to which you refer, which prohibits the exportation of 
cotton and other productions except under such uniform regulations 

~ as Shall be made by the President, has in it this express proviso, ‘‘ that 
nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the Confederate 
States or any of them from exporting any of the articles herein 
enumerated on their own account.” The 300 bales of cotton upon 
the Little Ada belong to the State of Georgia, and I propose to export 
it on State account to pay for blankets for Georgia soldiers, and if 
any surplus to apply it to the purchase of cotton cards for the people 
of the State, under an act of the Legislature. 

I deny your right to repeal the act of Congress by your order, or to 
refuse clearance to the State under any just rule of construction which 
you ean apply to the plain proviso in the act of Congress. I there- 
fore again demand clearance as a right, not as a favor, and waiving 
for the present the question of your right to ask it of the State, offer 
to pay export duties. 

JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 

Macon, Ga., May 21, 1864. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: Iam, in accordance with your directions, preparing with all 
earnestness the organization of the reserves into regiments. Two of 
these regiments are now on duty at Anderson. I expect to send a 
third in a few days. One is on duty here, and by the middle of next 
week I shall have another organized at this point. By the Ist of next 
month I hope to have three others organized. I fully coneur in the 
views of the President and yourself that these men should not be kept 
permanently in the field, but with the demands made upon me for 
guards, &¢c., I shall be compelled to keep them all in service. I trust 
that the condition of the country may soon authorize a different 
course. <A circular from the Conseript Bureau positively forbids any 
persons between eighteen and forty-five from holding office in the 
reserves. I beg most earnestly that no such order will be enforced. 
It is a virtual disbandment of the reserves. If the officers of that age 
were now taken from the regiments now on duty it would utterly ruin 


From the time you were charged not merely with the duty 


ing companies of reserves and organizing, but with the duty of organ-_ 


izing the companies also, you were of course exempt from the obligation 
of Colonel Jordan’s circular, and was free to exercise your discretion. 
Besides, that order went further than my intent, which was misunder- 


stood by Colonel Preston. I did not wish active conscripts or men in — 


the field between eighteen and forty-five eligible, but I 
of the exempt or invalided classes to be so capable of selection. — 
cannot agree with you in thinking men should be taken for such 


casual service from the field, but I will not take away existing officers 


or vrevent the selection of invalids or exempts, &c. : 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Milledgeville, May 21, 1864. 

Col. WILLIAM M. BROWNE, 
Commandant, &e.: 
Str: Iam gratified to find that it is your desire, while you discharge 
your duties faithfully to the Confederacy, to respect the rights of the 
State and her officers and to avoid, as you say, any ‘‘real or apparent 
conflict” with the State authorities. You submit the inquiry whether 
I claim as exempt from conscription persons who have been elected to 
State offices since their enrollment as conscripts. I hold that any 


citizen not actually in military service may accept any office to which 


he may be elected, and that he is not in service till he is actually 
enrolled and personally notified of his enrollment. I have already 
informed many who have applied to me for information that if there 
has been actual enrollment and personal notice to the conseript that 
he is enrolled before he is elected or appointed to a State office the 
election or appointment will not protect him. Some have differed 
from me on this point for whose legal opinions I have much respect, 
and have expressed the opinion that persons in the military service 
of the Confederacy have the right, without the consent of that Gov- 
ernment, to accept civil or military office under the State government, 
which entitles them to protection under the resolution of the Legisla- 
ture of this State, which declares that all civil and military officers of 
this State shall be exempt from conseription. I have therefore 
advised such as entertain this opinion to submit the case to the judg- 
ment of the judiciary by habeas corpus if not content with my ruling; 
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2 ure, which has jurisdiction | 
ll be exempt; but shall hold that those who ar e 
ry service of the Confederacy cannot, during their term 
rvice, accept office in the State without the consent of the Con- 
lerate Government. Fe cg te 
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ca You are doubtless aware that there are certain classes of State 
_ officers whose previous enrollment will not interfere with their right = 
_ of acceptance, as the Confederate Government has already bytheact 
of Congress given its consent to their discharge from military service 
_ when elected as members of the General Assembly, judges of the 
— eourts, clerks of courts of record, sheriffs, ordinaries, &e. I shall 
expect you to discharge even from eamps of instruction persons 
elected or legally appointed to fill any of the offices mentioned in the 
act of Congress, as I consider that they have the consent of the Con- 
federate-Government, which for the time has control of them, that’ 
they be discharged to accept these positions when legally tendered to 
them; but till the courts rule otherwise I shall hold that persons in 
military service have no right to be discharged to accept offices not 
mentioned in the act, as the Confederate Government has given no 
~ consent in these cases. — 
ie Iam happy to be able to state that there is no prospect of conflict 
between me and the Confederate Government upon this point. TIalso 
hold that a State officer who has voluntarily enlisted in the military 
service of the Confederacy has waived his right as an officer and ean- 
not fall back upon his office for protection. If, however, he volun- 
teered under threats of coercion or of immediate enrollment and | 
arrest if he did not do so, or his consent was obtained by fraud or 
misrepresentation, you will no doubt agree with me that his act in 
volunteering would not bind him; and I shall expect you in such case 
to order his discharge upon proper evidence that the enlistment was 
not voluntary. I will also add in this connection that under my 
proclamation, which has never been revoked, all military officers of 
this State are required and civil officers expected to be active and 
vigilant in the arrest of deserters and stragglers from the Army. 
They are therefore expected to co-operate with and assist your enroll- 
ing officers in making such arrests, as they have frequently made 
arrests in remote portions of the State and had much difficulty in 
disposing of the deserters to a proper Confederate officer and in 
procuring the repayment to them of money which they have paid 
out as necessary expenses and which they are not able to lose. I 
would suggest that you publish.some proper regulation to meet these 
difficulties in future, 
You are authorized to make such use of this letter as you may 
think proper. } 
Appreciating your personal courtesy and reciprocating your desire 
to avoid all misunderstanding, 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 
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AN ACT to provide passports for Senators and Representatives in Congress 
< lon travelisig En eh art gamer abains. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
it shall he ihe a of the Secretary of State of the Confederate 
States to furnish, without application, each Senator and Representa- 
tive in Congress, Delegate and officer of each House, with a certificate 
under seal, setting forth the official character of such Senator or 
Representative, Delegate or officer; and such certificate, when exhib- 
ited, shall entitle the person to whom it is issued to travel without 
other evidence, of any kind, in all parts of the Confederate States, 
except that it shall not entitle him to visit an army or vessel of war 
against the orders of the commanding officer thereof. 

Approved May 23, 1864. = 


AN ACT to exempt railroad companies from the payment of certain duties. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
all machinery and materials in any wise necessary for the construe- 
tion, equipment and operation of railroads, imported by any railroad 
company for its own use, and all engines, cars, and other rolling- 
stock, for use upon any railroad, be admitted free of duty during the 
existing war. 

Approved May 23, 1864. 


RICHMOND, May 23, 1864. 
Governor JOSEPH E. BROWN: 
Your telegram of 21st instant is received. Clearance cannot be 
given except in conformity with the regulations of the President. 
C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, May 23, 1864. 
His Excellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, Governor, 
Milledgeville : 

Str: Your letter of the 20th instant was received by yesterday’s 
mail. 

I am not disposed to consume time upon the irrelevant topics which 
you have dragged into the discussion, especially as you have lost sight 
of the practical questions involved, and seem to write for the sole 
purpose of indulging in personalities which you supposed would be 
offensive. This correspondence commenced in an effort to get you to 
abandon a certificate which you had given, that it appears both from 
your admissions and conduct was untrue. You had certified that 
‘“‘you considered all the civil and military officers of the State nec- 
essary for the proper administration of the government of the State.” 
Now, in view of all you have said on the subject in this correspond- 
ence, as well as your recent orders calling a large number of these 
officers into military service, do you not feel self-condemned in having 
certified to a statement which is untrue, and which you knew to be 
untrue at the time you gave the certificate? This is the whole point 
of controversy, and all else has been drawn in by your efforts to avoid 
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_ the odium and responsibility which you have incurred by conforming 
your action to this false certificate. 

_ That you have been driven to abandon this pretense to the extent 
of calling out the officers who are not necessary for the proper admin- 
istration of the State government proves that my efforts have not 
been wholly fruitless. Had you done so at the time and in the mode 
I suggested, it would perhaps have been better for the country, and 
at the same time saved you from the exposure to which you have 
subjected yourself. You reiterate your claim upon the gratitude of 
our soldiers for what you have done in providing for their wants 
and the necessities of their families. Everyone has awarded to you 
and your officers full credit for what you have done with the public 
money. In these particulars you seem, however, to be nervously 
apprehensive that it may be forgotten, as you never lose an oppor- 
tunity of calling attention to it. I would suggest that it might not 
be inappropriate, in some of your future references to the subject, to 
give some of the credit to your fellow-citizens, who by their cheerful 
payment of the taxes imposed upon them have placed in your hands 
the means with which you have contributed to the wants of our noble 
soldiers and their deserving families. It is a duty in which all have 
participated with a cheerfulness and earnestness worthy of the object, 
and for which all deserve and will receive the grateful thanks of our 
gallant soldiers. We have not and cannot do too much for these 
noble men and their suffering families. In your zeal to magnify your 
own conduct you should not forget what is due to others equally as 
deserving as yourself. The men whose gratitude you seek to obtain 
will not think the less of you for it. 

You have so often repeated the statements of your great success in 
furnishing more than double the number of troops the President 
called for in September last that I am not surprised at your loss of 
temper at the exposition of the fact that you simply furnished that 
number on paper. You should remember that you are responsible 
for the introduction of the subject into this correspondence, and if 
the exposure is mortifying to your pride you brought it upon your- 
self. 

The acts of Congress under which the call was made are plain and 
simple, and could have been responded to without the embarrass- 
ment of territorial divisions which you resorted to. Your effort to 
escape from the exposure by the use of offensive language is quite 
natural to a man who has lost his temper, and may be pardoned in 
one who has so many graver offenses to atone for. 

In reference to the one Confederate officer who was transferred by 
the President from a position in front to one in the rear, you say you 
“know of no reason for calling into question either the patriotism or 
the prudence of the President in making the transfer.” Whether 
your description of this position as a ‘‘safe and comfortable” one be 
correct remains yet to be seen; but it is evident you so considered it, 
and, so considering it, your application to become his volunteer aide, 
with the fact that you never so honored him as long as he was in the 
enemy’s presence, is a very significant illustration of the direction 
which your ambition takes in time of war. It seems that not until 
you perceived his fitness for a “‘safe retreat” did you perceive your 
own fitness to become his aide. Let me assure you that if that officer 
had then known the conviction under which you acted he would 
have been more impressed with your qualifications for the post to 
which you aspire, for whilst your opinion of that officer may not be 
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be so easily detected. AS te m 

lated fortune, whether by inh 
hie I neither know nor care, as it does. Bees | 
the question involved in this discussion, aehielt is th 
certificate, in which you say you consider all the civil aKa ae ’ 
officers of this State necessary for the proper administration of the 
Beet government. 

I shall leave you in your allusions to my own pecuniary embarrass- 
ments in the past to the full enjoyment of all the pleasure which a | low | 
and groveling mind derives from the repetition of stale and 1 : 
slanders. When those who originated them blush in the remembrance 
of their turpitude, the subject becomes eminently suited tc one of your 


Respectfully, 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: Box 1122, RicuMonpD, VA., May 23, IS64. 
Colonel HOLLIDAY: 


DEAR Sir: I think you told me that if { could give the Secretary 
proof that I could raise fifteen men he would authorize me to form 
them into a company for the special service I had suggested. 

The following-named gentlemen have several times assured me that 
they would serve with me on such, and most of them have done so. 
They are from the Eastern Shore and about Norfolk, and Missouri, 
Kentucky, and Canada. Some are now in prison, captured with me; 
others are in the Confederacy, and some on Eastern Shore: 

Annan, Baker, Brown, Brock, Cobb, Crouse, Chinn, Doughty, 
Doughty, Fitzgerald, Hudgins, Hamson, Morehead, Reed, Stedman, 
Thomas, Wheeler, McGrim, Kiedel (19). Several others have made 
Similar promises whose names I cannot recall, and communication 
now is so uncertain that I cannot get their names. I entertain no 
doubt of my ability to get more men, provided we can get the privi- 
lege of remaining in this branch of service as long as “such branch 
exists. 

I hope you will [not] feel troubled by my sending you this and 
requesting you to use it if you think it will [be] of | any assistance 
tome. 

Respectfully, 


J. Y. BEALL. 


= see pares relating to Beall’s subsequent arrest and execution, see Series dW ie 
i) 


given within of his ability 
2 erred to, but upon any and every 
. makes on the subject or on any other 


sider Mr. B. one of the most gallant and patriotic young gen- 
that Virginia has produced during the war, and that he is not 
ess noted for intelligence and his loyalty to truth and honor. 
I have the best reasons for speaking thus emphatically of Mr. B., 
and I do not hesitate to pledge my own reputation for the | 
of what I here avouch. <4 Sint SM alee eel ie eae 
‘Respectfully, 


he “et Ft hy SP eek Said sil 


ANDREW HUNTER. | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., May 24, 1864. 


: 


Colonel PRESTON, 
Chief of the Bureau of Conscription : ° 

COLONEL: The following extract from the inspection report of 
Lieutenant-General Polk’s command, by George B. Hodge, colonel 
and assistant inspector-general, is respectfully referred to the Bureau 
of Conscription for its information. It is requested that information 
may be afforded the assistant inspector-general of what measures 
have been adopted to remedy the evils herein mentioned. 

““From the commencement of his administration of the affairs of 
the department, the lieutenant-general commanding complains that 
he was embarrassed by the evils ensuing upon the inefficient adminis- 
tration of the conscript laws and the failure of the Bureau of Con- 
scription, which was charged with the duty of arresting absentees, to 
perform its functions with the necessary vigor and energy. He esti- 
mates that on assuming command there were in his territorial limits 
quite 10,000 men liable to military duty absent from their commands 
and evading the claims of the Government for their services. In the 
county of Jones, in Mississippi, as heretofore intimated, there were a 
large number of disaffected persons who had proceeded to such 
extremities as to engage in a raid upon and plunder of the public 
stores at Paulding, in Jasper County. In the country northwest of 
the Tallahatchee, Captain Rison, of the Confederate service, having 
deserted his post and enticed away with him a portion of his com- 
mand, had established and inaugurated a system of private plunder 
ostensibly against the common enemy, but too often without regard 
to the sentiments of the owners of the property. He was constantly 
sending messages to his friends in the army and inviting them to join 
him, buying them by promises of brigandage and free quarters. 

“In the counties of Lawrence, Morgan, Blount, and others in Ala- 
bama the recruiting agents of the Federal Government were organiz- 


446 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


ing mounted regiments, colluding with disaffected citizens, and 
carrying on with them an almost avowed correspondence.” 
Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., May 24, 1864. 
His Excellency JOSEPH E. BROWN, 
Governor of Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga.: 

DEAR Stir: Your letter of November 18, 1863, has remained unan- 
swered until this time through no want of respect, personal or official, 
but from the pressure of events which have prevented an earlier 
response. It has been my earnest wish that every officer of the Con- 
federacy, whether employed in a civil or military capacity, should 
testify his reverence for the law of the land by a strict adherence to 
its forms, as well as its spirit. In the presence of the enemy and 
with an army scantily supplied with the commonest necessaries of 
life, a general, whose first care must be that his troops do not suffer 
from want of food, should be charitably judged if in providing for 
them he inadvertently exceeds his legitimate authority. No instrue- 
tions were issued to General Cobb, and none were necessary, the law 
empowering him to order impressments when the exigency requires 
it. The order of Captain Byers, the commissary, provides for the 
local appraisement established by law. If in the enforcement of 
their orders subordinates displayed rudeness or a disregard for the 
rights of citizens or acted violently and illegally, the complainants, by 
pointing out the individual offenders to the local commanders, would, 
I confidently hope, have procured redress; but accusations against 
undescribed persons afford no means of bringing them to justice. 
Hardship, privation, sacrifice, must be suffered for the sacred cause 
we contend, and I am sure that the people of Georgia will prove 
themselves in other respects, as they have on the field of battle, equal 
to the most trying tests to which they may be necessarily exposed. 

Very truly and respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Macon, Miss., May 25, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

No reply received to my telegram of the 13th instant. Justices of 
peace and other civil officers declared by my proclamation exempt 
have been forced into service. I respectfully demand your order to 
Captain Wren, at Enterprise, Miss., for their discharge. 

CHAS. CLARK, 
Governor of Mississippi. - 


OFFICE C. S. MILITARY PRISONS, 
Richmond, Va., May 26, 1864. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
I have the honor to report that while on a tour of inspection of the 
prisons in Georgia, I had an interview with General Howell Cobb at 
Macon, and communication by mail and telegraph with Richmond 


duty at the prisons in Georgia have been ordered to the field, and 
_ the prisoners are at present guarded by the Georgia reserve force, 


ie | he prisons in Georgia, the 
is so great as to require the consideration of 
grea ae 


a recent order from the War Department, all veteran troops on 


the regiments of which are, for the most part, officered by men who 


have seen some service, are acquainted with guard duty, and are 
_ capable officers. They number altogether from 250 to 300, but they 
~ are between the ages of eighteen and forty-five and therefore liable 
_ to conscription. A recent order from the Conscript Bureau directs 


that they should be conscripted and sent to the field. Tf this order is 


_ enforced new officers will have to be elected; boys and old men totally 


unacquainted with guard duty, drill, and discipline, scarcely one in 


a hundred understanding the manual of arms or capable of taking _ 
_ charge of a guard, will have to be taken to officer the regiments of this 


reserve force. — 


For these reasons and in consideration of the very large number of 
prisoners of war to be guarded, comprising as they do 18,000 drilled 
soldiers and 1,500 officers ranking from brigadier-generals down to 
the lowest grade, some courageous and desperate men, General Cobb 


considers it extremely hazardous for the above-mentioned order to be 


enforced, and earnestly requests that Your Excellency will cause it to 
be suspended, at least for the time being. 
I have the honor to be, Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
ee TaN ts 
Major, &e. 


[First indorsement. | 


MAY 27, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Suspend the conscription of the officers designated within, and 


direct General Bragg to have further inquiry and full report. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 28, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the chief of Bureau of Conscription. 
Please note President’s indorsement and return. 
By order Adjutant and Inspector General: 
H. L. CLAY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
[Third indorsement. | 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, June 1, 1564. 
Respectfully returned to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 
The President’s order has been communicated to the commandant 
of conscripts for Georgia. : 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 
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Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Ta 
Secretary of War: i 9S cae 

Str: I have the honor to lay the following statement before you, 
and request that if possible you will render such assistance as may be 
needed in the premises. On the 5th instant requisitions were issued 
from this office for the various disbursing officers connected with this 
Department to the extent of $2,500,000. Others have since been adder 
making in all about $3,500,000. -Up to this morning not one o 
these requisitions has been made out, and pay-day is now rapidly 
approaching. Iam informed that this Department is only allowed to 
draw some $2,600,000 per month, which is entirely inadequate to the 
current expenditures, according to our last estimates, somewhat over 
$4,000,000 per month (including Trans-Mississippi). The above- 
mentioned requisites are absolutely needed, and I beg that you will 
authorize the same to be issued as early as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. GORGAS, 
Colonel and Chief. of Ordnance. 


MAY 27, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

The $2,600,000 is not a limit; it is only the pro rata of the Ordnance 
Department upon the basis of an aggregate expenditure of $50,000,000 
per month. The appropriations for six months for all the bureaus 
being $503,000,000, and the Ordnance Department $23,000,000, this 
monthly expenditure upon the basis of the estimates would be nearly 
$84,000,000, and the pro rata of the Ordnance Bureau would be about 
$4, 333,333.33 permonth. In Aprilthe Ordnance Bureau had $7,000,000. 
By the same scale, 7. e., the basis of the appropriations, the Quarter- 
master’s Department would expend monthly $53,171,000. During the 
last month all the bureaus except the Quartermaster-General got their 
requisitions passed through your office for about the amounts they — 


teed 
— 


= 
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would be entitled to on the scale of the appropriations, except 
the Quartermaster’s Department, which had requisitions so passed 


for only $28,081,580.92, against $36,000,000 by the one scale and 
$53,000,000 by the other. 


Respectfully, 
R. G. H. KEAN, 
Chief of Bureau of War. 
GENERAL ea ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 48. Richmond, May 27, 1864. 


I. The receipts of bonded quartermasters and commissaries and of 
agents of tax service are the only receipts valid to a producer for his 
tithe tax. All others are worthless and unjust impositions on the 
tax-payer. It is strictly forbidden that any other persons than those 
above named shall give receipts for the tithe. 

II. In all cases of collections of tithes by officers of the Quartermas- 
ter and Commissary Departments in the field, receipts will be given 
monthly to the district quartermaster on tax duty. Such receipts 
must state the name and county of the producer. 

III. Quartermasters and commissaries who have means of transpor- 
tation, and all such officers collecting supplies, will give special atten- 
tion to the removal of the tax in kind from interior depots to railroad 
stations and to the supply store-houses of the army. 

IV. Officers with troops are prohibited from forcibly taking posses- 
sion of the tax depots or appropriating the tithe. If they need sup- 
plies, requisition therefor will be made upon the tax officer or agent. 

V. Paragraph ITI, General Orders, No. 107, 1863, is amended to pro- 
vide that if conscripts accepted for field duty and sent to camps of 
instruction are, upon medical examination, found disqualified for 
field service but capable of performing duties named in section 8 of 
the ‘‘act to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved Feb- 
ruary 17, 1864, certificates setting forth the ground of disability and 
stating the appropriate duties in any of the departments of service 
for which they are best fitted will be forwarded through the Bureau 
of Conscription to the Surgeon-General for approval, and returned 
‘to the superintendent of conscription for final action. 

VI. Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 6, current series, is amended 
as follows: 

The decision of this board, if approved by the brigade or district 
commander, will be final. If not approved, it will be forwarded ‘‘dis- 
approved” to the division or department headquarters for final action, 
when it will be the duty of the brigade or district ordnance officer to 
notify the company commander, as required in the paragraph to which 
this is amendatory. 

VII. Officers of the Quartermaster’s Department will return to the 
quartermaster from whom grain is received the sacks in which it is 
contained. Failing to do so, they will be charged $1.90 for each sack 
not returned. 

VIII. Post commanders will inspect the offices of such officers as 
are prohibited from employing able-bodied men in their departments 
or bureaus, and in cases of violation of the law, take the action 
required by the department and district commander, in section 9, act 
of February 17, 1864 (General Orders, No. 26, current series). 
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IX. The attention of post commanders is called to the Nineteenth 
Artiéle of War. The monthly returns therein required will be made 
directly to this office. The name and rank of every officer at the post, 
and how and by what authority each is employed, will be reported in 
addition to the other information called for by the printed notes on 
the forms. Blanks will be furnished from this office upon requisition ~ 
of commanders. 

By order: 

8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


= 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 27, 1864. 
Governor CHARLES CLARK, 
Macon, Miss.: 

The evils from not giving a special certificate in each case are 
greater than I am sure you appreciate. I directed the head of the 
Conscript Bureau to explain them fully to you and respectfully ask 
you to accord to a special certificate. Of course, officers certified to 
by you will be exempted, and I shall not insist on any mode of certifi- 
cate you object to, but urge the uniform one least liable to abuse. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RIcHMoOND, May 28, 1864. 


THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDER- 
ATE STATES OF AMERICA: 


A bill ‘‘to provide and organize a general staff for armies in the 
field to serve during the war” was passed by your predecessors and 
submitted for my approval at the close of the last session. 

I was unable to approve it, and now desire to state my objections 
to it, as well as my views on this important subject, in a hope that 
by a comparison of opinion some measure may be framed equally 
acceptable to the Legislative and Executive Departments of the 
Government. 

I believe it to be established by the experience of Europe as well as 
our own that it is impracticable to organize and administer armies 
with efficiency without the aid of a general staff, permanent in its 
character, trained in its duties, aspiring to promotion in its own corps, 
and responsible to the head of the department. Such a staff should 
be composed of a small body of officers, whose education, experience, 
activity, and special adaptation to their duties render them peculiarly 
competent to perform functions on which an army depends for its 
capacity to act with vigor. In Europe years of varied education in 
the schools, the cantonment, and the field fit. the staff officer for his 
position, and a long experience in the lower grades is required before 
he is deemed competent to duty in a more important sphere. Weare 
forced to make experimental appointments of officers unprepared by 
any previous training, and who can only acquire in actual service 
that experience which must serve in place of well grounded instruc- 
tion. It is searcely possible to make this experience supply the defect 
of previous military education, otherwise than by the organization of 
the officers into one corps, responsible to one head, who can assign 
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_ them to positions independent of the movements of general officers, 
and who, by judiciously varying the field or character of their duties, 
can give them larger opportunities for instruction and prevent their 
views being narrowed to the routine and usages of a single commander, 
himself, perhaps, without military education. 

Hope of promotion, founded on their own merit and length of good 
service, is as necessary to the officers of the general staff as to those of 
the line, furnishing the best stimulus known to honorable exertion 
and zealous discharge of duty. This stimulus cannot exist unless the 
staff be organized into one corps, responsible to one chief, who thus 
becoming intimately acquainted with the capacity and merits of each 
is able properly to distribute the duties so as to secure the services of 
the right man in the right place, and to afford to each an opportunity 
for distinction. If, otherwise, each staff officer becomes dependent 
upon the particular commander with whom he is serving, no means 
of comparison exist between the relative merits of the officers. Each 
looks for promotion to the favor of his general, and rises in grade, 
not by his own relative merit, but by the patronage of his commander. 
A gallant and able commander, whose own promotion is exceptionally 
rapid by reason of his special merits, is thus enabled to lift to higher 
grades the officers of his staff to whom he has become attached by 
companionship in the field, although these officers may be far inferior 
in merit and length of service to others whose duties have connected 
them with generals less distinguished. Promotion thus becomes with 
the staff a matter of hazard, dependent not on the merit of the officer 
himself, but of the general with whom he serves, and heartburnings, 
jealousy, and discontent are the natural results of so false a system. 

Again, if the general staff is not formed into corps there will not be 
the ‘‘esprit” necessary in all military organizations, and there cannot 
be the co-intelligence among the officers thereof which secures the 
certain and rapid communication of all information through the dif- 
ferent parts of an army. There will also be embarrassment in their 
tenure of office and assignment to duty, as when a general officer dies 
or is relieved from his command there remain no duties to be per- 
formed by the staff which has been authorized for him especially. 
However valuable or meritorious the officers may be, they are dis- 
placed by the staff chosen by the successor of their commander. 
Nothing remains but to deprive them of their commissions, without 
fault of their own, or to keep them in service as supernumeraries, 
and thus to add to the number of officers already in excess of the 
wants of the Army. 

Again, an organization of a general staff should possess flexibility, 
so that the proper number and class of staff officers can be sent where 
needed. If an inflexible rule of assignment be fixed by legislation, 
some commands will be cumbered with unnecessary officers, while 
others will be deficient in the number indispensable to perform the 
necessary duties. Legislation would surely be considered unwise if 
it allotted by inflexible rule the number of troops to be used in each 
military department; yet it would be scarcely more objectionable 
than the assignment of the same specified number of staff officers 
to each commander, according to his grade, thus applying a general 
rule to a series of cases each requiring special treatment. 

The inspecting duties in an army ought not, in my judgment, to be 
separated from those of the adjutants. The erroneous impression 
prevails that an inspecting department, independent of the general 
staff, is established in most of the armies of Europe. ‘The reverse is 
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the fact, and the duties of inspection are so intimately connected with 
the other duties of the general staff that they can be properly performed 
by it alone. The objections to the separation are manifold. In the 
first place, officers having no other than inspecting duties must fre- 
quently be unemployed, even in war, while in peace their duties will 
occupy but very little time. Next, it is to be observed that where the 
adjutants and inspectors form one corps the duties of the adjutant make 
him familiar with the details of the service where reform and discipline 
are most needed, and thus render him more competent to effective 
inspection when assigned to that duty than he could be if exclusively 
employed as inspector. Lastly, the duties of an inspector are such 
as not to render the officer who performs them acceptable to his 
brother officers, if his duty be properly performed. It is not to be 
wondered at that an officer whose duties may not be inappropriately 
described as those of a detective, should, if his duty be rigidly per- 
formed, incur somewhat of the odium of an informer; and when these 
duties constitute the sole service of an officer permanently attached 
toanarmy, he must become either so lax in their performance as to ren- 
der him useless, or his professional pride and self-respect are wounded 
and his relations with his brother officers unfavorably affected by the 
distrust and dislike resulting from his official reports. When, how- 
ever, an assistant adjutant and inspector general is from time to time 
assigned to the making of necessary inspections at various points, 
this temporary discharge of an unpleasant duty becomes but an inci- 
dent in his professional career, and does not affect his relations with 
his brother officers. 

Having stated these as the general principles which in my judg- 
ment should govern legislation on the subject, the objections to the 
bill passed at the last session can be more easily understood, and I 
proceed to state them briefly: 

I. The first section of the bill authorizes a general commanding 
armies, or a separate army, to assign to duty one of the general offi- 
cers under his command as chief of staff, one of the brigadier-generals 
under his command as inspector-general, and one other brigadier as 
chief quartermaster, one officer below the rank of brigadier as chief 
commissary, and one as chief of ordnance. 

This power of assignment is given without reference to or consulta- 
tion with the War Department or the Executive, and might be exer- 
cised in contravention of the views and judgment of both. . Leaving 
out of view the question whether it is in accordance with the Consti- 
tution to make the commander of an army independent of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in the discharge of any of the duties of his office, and 
looking only to the effect of such a system, it plainly creates in this 
branch of the service as many independent executives as there are 
generals commanding armies in the field, and thus destroys that unity 
of design and concert of action which are indispensable elements of 
success in war. The generals commanding armies would be by this 
section vested with the right to derange the organization of their 
commands as settled by the Commander-in-Chief by removing from 
their appropriate functions the commanders of corps, divisions, and 
brigades, whom the Executive had selected and the Senate had 
approved as specially fitted to lead the troops in battle. 

That the general commanding the army has, under the terms of 
this section, the right of assigning general officers under his command 
to the duties of the general staff without reference to the authority of 
the Executive is plain from the other sections, which declare that the 
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_ President is to appoint, with the advice of the Senate, the staffs of all 
general officers other than those who command armies. 

Nor does this section restrict the commanding general in relation 
to the branch of service or the grade of the officers whom he is per- 
mitted to assign to commissary and ordnance duties of the general 
staff. It is only necessary that they be below the rank of brigadier- 
general. The commanding general would have the power, therefore, 
to assign a captain commissary to be chief of ordnance, or a lieuten- 
ant of infantry to be chief commissary, without check or control from 
the President or Senate, while the President would be without power — 
to appoint subordinates to the officers thus selected by the general of 
the army without submitting their nominations for the approval of 
the Senate. Not only, therefore, is all order of authority introverted 
by these provisions, but the officers assigned to duty by the com- 
manding generals, not being permanent members of the general staff, 
would be independent of its chief, and inextricable confusion would 
necessarily result. 

This section, so far from responding to the title of the bill by pro- 
viding a general staff, in reality breaks up that which now exists, 
subdivides it into a number of small bodies, irresponsible to the head 
of the department, and destroys the possibility of any regular, con- 
sistent, and intelligent’co-operation in the action of our forces, so 
essential to success. Its effect is to create a staff for generals, not a 
general staff. 

If a contest should arise between the quartermasters-general, the 
commissaries-general, or the chiefs of ordnance of Generals A and B, 
in any district of country for supplies or means of transportation, 
who is to determine between these rivals, each equal in authority and 
each dependent on a separate chief? How are the chiefs of those 
bureaus in Richmond to apportion the supplies in store according to 
the wants of the different armies without authority to exact from 
them reports and returns? If it be said that these officers would 
become temporarily responsible to the heads of departments, how is 
this responsibility to be enforced if the orders of the general and those 
of the chief of the department should conflict? If ordnance depots 
are provided at different points for different commands, how is the 
officer in charge of these depots to act if ordered by the chief of ord- 
nance of a general in the field to make a different disposal of the 
stores from that ordered by the head of the department in Richmond ? 

If such a bill should become a law, in vain would the War Depart- 
ment seek to exact rigid obedience to law or orders from the irrespon- 
sible staff created under its provisions. In vain would it seek for the 
information necessary for its guidance, or attempt to change the 
relative strength of armies to meet the varying movements of the 
enemy. ‘The staff officers could be made the ready and safe means of 
thwarting the Government in its orders for the removal of troops 
from one command to re-enforce threatened positions in another, and 
could be easily rendered subservient to the natural but dangerous 
propensity of most commanders to retain all the troops under their 
own control for the safety of their own commands, without reference 
to more urgent needs at other points. i 

It is scarcely necessary to add to these considerations more than a 
bare allusion to the tendency of such bodies of officers, when depend- 
ent for their own promotion on the favor of the special chiefs, to 
resort to agencies less commendable than the zealous discharge of 
their legitimate duties for the attainment of their desires. 
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II. Another very objectionable feature of the bill proposed is its 
effect on the officers of the general staff other than those who may 
be selected as the favorites of commanding generals. 

Numbers of zealous, meritorious, and valuable officers have made 
the duties of the general staff objects of special study; have embraced 
the staff as a branch of the profession in which under existing laws 
they are entitled to promotion for merit and long service, just as the 
line officers have a right to promotion in their branch. 

This bill deprives the staff officers of this the great incentive to the 
zealous discharge of duty. It debars them from promotion to the 
higher grades of their own branch of service, and bestows these 
prizes of honorable ambition on the officers of the line, who will thus 
monopolize the promotions to the higher grades, beth in the line and 
staff, to the entire exclusion of the officers of the latter. Few will be 
willing to remain in the staff under such circumstances. Those who 
consent to continue will be those least ambitious of promotion, and 
the whole staff service will be impaired in tone and efficiency. 

Ill. The assignment of general officers to staff duties as provided 
in the bill would leave many brigades, some divisions, and perhaps 
some corps without their appropriate commanders, and no provision 
is made to supply the vacancies thus created. Are their commands 
to be considered vacant and successors appointed ? If so, what is to 
become of those assigned to staff duty should the commanding gen- 
eral revoke the assignment? If the contrary, many brigades will be 
commanded by the officer next in rank to be assigned brigadier, 
however incompetent such officer may be to command a brigade, and 
the like would occur as to divisions and corps, in contravention of 
the policy, well considered and established, that general officers are 
appointed by selection for merit, and not promoted by seniority. If 
the commanding general is ordered to another command, is he to 
take his staff with him, or is he to leave it for service with his suc- 
cessor? In either case, is the whole general staff of each army to be 
changed at the caprice of the new commander? This must be the 
effect of the bill, for the power to assign necessarily implies the 
power to revoke, as it would otherwise be equivalent to a permanent 
appointment that could only be made by the President with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. 

IV. The fourth objection to the bill is that it applies one rigid 
rule for the number of the general staff, based solely on the rank of 
the commander and having no reference to the necessities of a com- 
mand. ‘The staff allowed is excessive in number and rank in many 
instances and entirely inadequate in others. A law providing a gen- 
eral staff on such a basis as is assumed in this bill cannot, from its 
very nature, be executed according to its terms. The labor required 
of the staff connected with a brigade, division, or corps depends on 
the fact of its being part of an army or a separate command as well 
as on the number of men; the extent of the country over which oper- 
ations are to be conducted; the abundance or scarcity of supplies in 
the district; the existence or absence of railroad, river, or other trans- 
portation; the concentration or dispersion of the troops, and the many 
other circumstances which control military movements in time of war. 
It is impossible to apply a rigid, unbending rule to such diverse cases. 
An organization into corps meets all these difficulties by providing for 
assignment of the proper number of officers to different commands 
according to the needs of each. 


. 
, 


PO 


de-camp allowed by the pill 


oy is believed to be greatly in excess of those allowed by other govern- 


ments and quite unsuited to the nature of ours. They would rather 


impede than improve the service. They would encourage love of 


ostentation and feed a fondness for vain display, which should rather 
be discouraged than fostered. The experience of this war has demon- 
strated that the most efficient commanders, those who have most 
attracted the respect, gratitude, and admiration of their country, 
have avoided the large retinue of personal staff which this bill would 
seem to sanction as proper or desirable. 

VI. The objection to the enormous increase in the number of officer 
and expenditure that would result from the passage of such a bill 
becomes a matter of serious concern when no corresponding increase 
of efficiency is secured; of still graver importance when the opposite 
result is to be feared. — 

According to the bill as passed the staff would embrace an addition 


of about 400 officers, involving an increased annual expenditure for 
- pay, rations, forage, and allowance amounting to $1,138,728 above 


the present staff as organized by general orders under existing 
legislation. 

If generals are to be allowed to change the staff of each army to 
which they may be assigned at their pleasure, it is difficult to caleu- 
late the extent to which this abuse would grow, the number of men 
that would be drawn from useful service to cumber the staff, or the 
increase of expenditure involved. 

Congress will perceive that with objections so radical it was impos- 
sible for me to approve the bill passed at the last session, and that the 
subject was too important to be treated in a hurried message within 
the last few hours of the close of a Congress. Concurring in the expe- 
diency of legislation for the organization of a general staff, I have 
thought a full exposition of my views on the subject would perhaps 
conduce to the framing of a measure which would earry into effect the 
views of the Legislative Department while excluding the provisions 
which have compelled me to decline approving that devised by your 


predecessors. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


: ATLANTA, May 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL COBB, 
Commanding Reserves: 
Str: Your letter of the 23d instant, mailed to me at Milledgeville, 
has been forwarded to me at this place. As you enjoy more leisure 
for bandying words and indulging in personal abuse than now falls 
to my lot in this crisis ot our fate, while the enemy is pressing hard 
upon us, I shall content myself with a short reply to your misrepre- 
sentations. : 
Having already shown to the satisfaction of any intelligent mind, 
not too much warped by prejudice to see the truth when presented, 
that my certificate claiming all civil and military officers of this State 
as necessary to the proper administration of the government of this 
State is in strict conformity to the resolution of General Assembly, 
whose authority and sole jurisdiction over the question has been sol- 
emnly adjudicated by our own supreme court; and not having 
claimed a single officer as exempt from conscription whose office is 
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not created by the constitution or laws of the State, because con- 
sidered necessary to the proper administration of the State govern- 
ment, I can afford to pass as harmless your naked and unsustained 
assertion that my certificate is untrue. You can draw no support 
from the fact that in a great crisis like the present the State officers 
for a time have rallied to the front in response to my call to aid in 
repelling the enemy. It is true their offices are temporarily closed 
and their official duties neglected till the enemy shall be repulsed, 
but that does not prove that their presence at home is not necessary 
or that their official duties are unimportant. 

A judge of the superior court, who has reported for duty in the 
military field, has for a time suspended his official functions; but this 
does not prove that his office is unimportant or that he could be 
enrolied as a conscript and his duties suspended during the war with- 
out detriment to the public interest. 

You say if I had called out the State officers at the time and in the 
mode suggested by you it would perhaps have been better for the 
country. By this I suppose I am to understand you to assert that it 
would have been better for the country if I had turned them over to 
your command. Judging from the fact that after all the militia of 
the State between seventeen and fifty, except the officers, had been 
turned over subject to enrollment by you, and you have had two 
months to bring them to the field, you have not succeeded in getting 
ready for service aS many as I now have in camp, assembled in one 
week after my call, I am of opinion you will find few persons so 
prejudiced as to agree with you that the public interest would have 
been promoted by placing these men under your command, which I 
fear, if I'may judge from the past, it will yet take you months to 
organize. The public safety calls for men in the field now, while the 
enemy is pressing us, and it is fortunate for the country that the State 
officers were not placed in a position to be kept back by you. 

While I trust I have faithfully discharged my duties to our gallant 
soldiers and their families, in supplying their wants, I have never 
arrogated to myself the credit due the people of the State for afford- 
ing themeans. If Iam entitled to credit for the judicious and faithful 
management of those means my ambition is satisfied. 

After I have convicted you of willful misrepresentation of the facts 
relative to the number of troops furnished by me in response to 
the last call of the President, and have shown from the record that 
the requisition was filled in letter and spirit, with over double the 
number called for, most of whose muster-rolls covered a larger part 
of the territory of the State than the act of Congress or the call of 
the President required, which facts you knew when you penned your 
denial, you still persist in reiterating the assertion, and attempt to 
escape exposure by charging that I have lost my temper in replying 
to your statement. While it may be a little trying to the patience 
of a right-minded man to see truth so utterly disregarded by one 
occupying so high a position, I am willing to leave it to the judgment 
of the unbiased who has most exhibited the loss of temper, I, in 
exposing your willful misrepresentations, or you, while laboring under 
the exposure. 

When you were assigned by the President to the command of the 
troops called out last fall for local defense, and I assured you of my 
willingness to render all the aid and assistance in my power, and in 
the case of active services in the face of the enemy to act temporarily 
with you, it was not possible for you to have understood me to express 


a willingness to act as your aide-de-camp while you were lying in a 
state of inactivity in a safe place in the rear. I supposed in the case 
of an exigency, such as we passed through when our army was driven 
back from Missionary Ridge to Ringgold, that you might leave your 
safe retreat and go to the front. Butif I had no higher ambition to 
serve the country and no more important duties to perform I could 
not, of course, expect to be favored with a position upon your staff so 
long as your retreat is safe and comfortable, as you probably have no 
place to spare after you have provided for your numerous relatives, 
whose prior claims upon you entitle them to preference in sharing 
the honor with you. 

As in your reference to the words ‘‘ personal knowledge” you say 
_ you had no reason to believe that I had been dishonorable or unjust 
in my speculations, I need only remark that had I understood you 
then as I now do I should have made no allusion to certain complica- 
tions in your »wn past financial history. I did it upon the principle 
that ‘‘those who live in glass houses should not throw stones.” 

As I made no allusion in my letter, however, which had not truth 
for its foundation, and as a statement of truth can never be a ‘‘ mali- 
cious slander,” I can see no just reason why it should have thrown you 
into so towering a passion; nor can I attempt to imitate the elevation 
of thought, the elegant style, or the refined taste of the closing 
paragraph of your reply. 

; Respectfully, 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


[Indorsement.] 3 
JUNE 6, 1864. 
This communication and the author are alike unworthy of further 
notice. 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., May 31, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President : 
DEAR SiR: I amhappy to inform you that after some little struggle 
‘the bill to authorize the conferring temporary rank passed both 
Houses last evening, and the motion to reconsider failed. It may be 
regarded, therefore, as settled, and I venture to suggest that the 
nominations required be at once prepared and made. Will you send 
me the names required by General Lee for the respective positions? 
General Lee sent me again last night an urgent message as to the 
imperative necessity for these appointments. 
Very truly, yours, 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, Ga., May $31, 1564. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: It is with great reluctance I address you at this important and 
critical juncture upon the subject of this letter, but believing that the 
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interests of the public service demand it, I doso. I have been directed 
by a telegram from Judge Campbell, Assistant Secretary of War, to 
restore to its former status the battalion of Major Howard, at Colum- 
bus, Ga., and I have replied to him that to do so ‘‘would destroy all 
~ my power of usefulness in this command, and therefore I ask to be 
relieved.” Let me ask your attention to the inclosed papers, which 
were forwarded to me from your office for my action. I will simply 
indicate the points to which I desire particularly to direct your 
attention: . 

First. The two letters of Colonel Robertson, commandant of the 
post, showing the inefficiency of the battalion and recommending that 
it should be disbanded, with the approving indorsements of Generals 
Beauregard and Gilmer. 

Second. The indorsement, by your order, referring the whole matter 
to me, with the announcement that upon my recommendation the bat- 
talion would be disbanded. 

Third. My order directing my aide, Col. M. J. Crawford (who was 
kindly acting as volunteer aide), to examine fully into the condition 
of the battalion, and his report stating its condition, as well as the 
extract from his unofficial letter showing the conduct of Major Howard 
on the occasion and the hopelessness of filling the ranks of the bat- 
talion. 

I desire simply to add that I preferred to retain the battalion organ- 
ization and fill it up, and only determined on a different course when 
I became satisfied that there was no hope of recruiting its ranks, and 
that the only way to get the small remaining material of the battalion 
into useful service was to disband it and let new companies be organ- 
ized. This I did, and from Colonel Crawford’s letter you wiil see 
that so little was left that only one company was formed and another 
started. With these facts I telegraphed to you for authority to dis- 
band this and other local organizations, and you replied, giving me 
the authority, and I have acted upon it. The company formed has 
reported here and is on duty, and I had hoped to have organized 
another regiment of reserves this week, with the assistance of the two 
companies from this battalion. I submit to you that if my action is 
overruled by the Department without even an opportunity of vindi- 
cating my conduct, I necessarily lose the respect of the men under 
me. It is well known that this matter was submitted to my discretion 
and that I acted after thorough and mature examination. I would 
submit to the humiliation if I thereby promoted the public service, for 
I am determined to allow no mere personal feeling to interfere with 
an honest effort to discharge my duty; but in this case the public 
interest would suffer by my remaining in command of men who looked 
upon my action and decisions with no respect, feeling that they had 
only to ask for a reversal and it would be granted. I am sure you 
will agree with me that I ought to be relieved if this order to restore 
Major Howard’s battalion is to be carried out, and if such continues 
to be the judgment of the Department I trust that my request may be 
granted. The telegraphic communication between Judge Campbell 
and myself being on file in your office, I do not inclose copies. 

I am, with sentiments of sincere regard, very truly, yours, &c., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding, &e. 
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HEADQUARTERS Post, 
Columbus, Ga., February 16, 1864. 
Maj. J. H. ALEXANDER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Savannah, Ga.: 


MaJor: Some time since I forwarded documents with reference to 
the status of Howard’s battalion of non-conscripts. A few days since 
I received a copy of the order allowing the organization of this bat- 
talion, and find that a condition annexed is that as members of the 
battalion arrive at the age of eighteen years they shall be turned 
over to the enrolling officer for conscription. I have ordered this con- 
dition enforced, and would now respectfully call attention to the fol- 
lowing facts with reference to this organization: The battalion now 
numbers five companies, composed of boys from fourteen to seven- 
teen years old, officered by young men in many instances under — 
eighteen years, and who are, in my opinion, too young and inexpe- 
rienced for the positions they occupy. The supreme court of Geor- 
gia has decided that any member of this organization under eighteen 
years old, although enlisted with the written consent of parent or 
guardian, can at any time be discharged on a writ of habeas corpus. 
Many have been discharged. This decision renders discipline out of 
the question, for should a court-martial inflict a punishment consid- 
ered by parents or friends at all severe, the party could be discharged 
before the sentence is enforced. After all members of eighteen years 
are enrolled the companies will not in a single instance reach the 
minimum number required, and cannot be recruited, as the majority 
enlisted under the impression that they would be permanently re- 
tained here. For the reason given I find the battalion inefficient and 
regard it as a useless expense on the Government, and respectfully 
recommend that it be discharged from service, and that other means 
be adopted by which the post can be supplied with troops reliable for 
provost and guard duty. The amount of Government property in 
Columbus, valued at $5,000,000, certainly warrants a guard for its pro- 
tection. I would respectfully suggest that companies which have 
been decimated by the casualties of war, and which now number, 
many of them, only ten and fifteen muskets, be temporarily assigned 
to this duty, which would give them an opportunity to collect the 
absentees and increase their effectiveness, and that when their effect- 
ive total reaches twenty they be replaced by some other decimated 
company, or that State troops be called for to perform local duty. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. ROBERTSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Post. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Savannah, February 18, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters. 

I coneur in the recommendation of Colonel Robertson that Major 
Howard’s battalion be disbanded as soon as troops for State service 
can be organized for the protection of the Government property at 
Columbus under the recent act of Congress, as reported troops for 
the purpose recommended will soon be available in large numbers. 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General, Second in Command. 
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= HEADQUARTERS POST, 
Columbus, Ga., March 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS JORDAN, 


Chief of Staff, Charleston, S. C.: 

GENERAL: I inclose with this a commission* received at these head- 
quarters through Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, commanding Georgia State 
Guard, and respectfully ask your attention to the following remarks: 

Major Howard is commanding an organization doing provost guard 
duty and guarding public property at this post, and known as 
Howard’s battalion of non-conscripts. Major Howard claims that 
this organization is recognized at the War Department as the Twenty- 
seventh Georgia Battalion. I have no official information to that 
effect. The authority granted by Secretary of War to Major Howard 
to raise the battalion specified that it was for special duty in and 
around Columbus, Ga., and required Major Howard to turn over to 
the enrolling officer all members of the battalion as they became liable 
to conscription by virtue of age or otherwise. The battalion is com- 
posed of five companies made up of boys from fourteen to eighteen 
years old, and now numbers only 161 non-commissioned officers and 
privates, with a full quota of commissioned officers, thus rendering 
this battalion of boys as expensive to the Government as any other 
battalion of five full companies in regular service. The commis- 
sioned officers are nearly all over eighteen years of age, and claim 
that they are not liable to conscription by virtue of their commissions. 
The fact that the inclosed commission was sent through Maj. Gen. 
Howell Cobb indicates that the battalion is a portion of the Georgia 
State Guard. Ifso, should it be on duty at this post? By virtue of 
section 8 of an act entitled ‘*‘ An act toorganize forces to serve during 
the war,” should not this battalion be discharged from service ? 

In view of the facts stated I respectfully recommend that the bat- 
talion be discharged from duty at this post, and that troops for pro- 
vost and other guard duty be supplied in accordance with General 
Orders, No. 36, Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, 
dated March 14, 1861. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. ROBERTSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Hp@rs. DEPT. OF SOUTH CAROLINA, GEORGIA, &C., 


Charleston, March 30, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 


The views of Colonel Robertson appear to be sound, and I approve 
of them. 


G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 20, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Cobb, commanding Georgia 
Reserves. If this battalion can be made effective by recruits from 


* Not inclosed. 
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the reserve men it should be continued. The commission of Major 
Howard, improperly returned by General Beauregard, is inclosed, and 
will be delivered to Major Howard if General Cobb concludes the 
battalion can continue to be effective. The taking of men from 
_ active service to command local troops cannot be thought of. They 

may of course elect men permanently disabled, especially those placed 
in the Invalid Corps, and should be encouraged so to do, but able- 
bodied men between eighteen and forty-five cannot be spared. 

By command of Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 16, 1864. 

The several papers inclosed are respectfully referred to General 
Howell Cobb for his consideration and action. 

The battalion was raised by authority of the Secretary of War by 
T. B. Howard upon condition that the youths upon coming at eight- 
een years of age would be assigned to companies in the general serv- 
ice under the conscript act. This condition must be carried out. If 
the battalion thereby fails, very good; let it be disbanded. There 
should be a competent guard at Columbus of the reserve material. 
If it be practicable to retain this organization and fill it up to the 
requisite number, let it be done. If not, the Department will disband 
it upon General Cobb’s recommendation. The material in it will be 
organized as other reserve material. The rolls are on file. 

By command of Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


COLUMBUS, GA., May 10, 1864. 
Maj. LAMAR COBB, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Magsor: In obedience to Special Orders, No. 13, I proceeded to this 
place, and have inquired into the election of the officers of Howard’s 
battalion, and find that all the companies have been organized and 
the officers elected since the 15th of October, 1863, at which time orders 
were issued prohibiting the election of any officer unless permanently 
disabled from field service. My information is that none of these 
officers come within the orders. The strength of the battalion is 
eighty-three. The remainder have been discharged by the courts or 
gone to other commands, and most generally without leave. Of those 
present but seven are understood to be over forty-five years of age, 
and those under eighteen are leaving almost daily for the Army; thus 
the battalion is reduced to its present numbers and cannot be easily 
recruited. The guard furnished by the battalion has not been satis- 
factory to the officers in charge of public works and property. 

In reference to the protection and defense of the public property, 
there is abundant material here for any ordinary occasion. There is 
one battalion regularly and legally organized numbering 245 men, com- 
posed of factory and railroad hands. There are at the naval iron- 
works 138 men; at the arsenal and workshops under its control 175 
men; in the quartermaster’s office 200 men; and at the Government 
transportation works 37 men, making an aggregate of 795 men. All 
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these men are not enrolled, many of them having heen detailed by 
the War Office when first liable under the conscript law without being 
members of any company. They should all be enrolled at once and 
lists made out of those in each of the public establishments, and no 
furloughs granted unless signed by the officer in charge of the work 
and approved by the commandant of the post. Out of these men two 
companies might be formed at the naval iron-works, three at the 
arsenal, and three in quartermaster’s department, electing their 
officers from among their own number, and drilled at such times as 
would be least inconvenient to the officers in charge of them. The 
public property is now guarded by watchmen composed of disabled 
and maimed soldiers, who upon neglect of duty are at once discharged. 
They afford ample protection against any damage liable to occur from 
ordinary sources. It is perhaps proper to state further that this 
whole force (the detailed men) could be used only for local defense, 
as they are employed as mechanics and laborers in the city. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. J. CRAWFORD, 
A ide-de-Camp. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


CoLuMBUS, GA., May 25, 1864. 
[General HOWELL CoBB:] 


DEAR GENERAL: I have succeeded in making one company only 
out of Howard’s battalion. It was difficult to do that, as they have 
used no means to keep them here since it has been known they would 
be disbanded. Ido not know that itisso, but I believeit. The com- 
pany will leave for Macon to-morrow (Thursday) night. Captain 
Davis, of the enrolling office, will aid me in getting up such as have 
gone home and who reside in this district, and send them up as rap- 
idly as possible. There were not more than about eighty-one men 
who were doing duty here, and never more than 115 or 120 at any 
time. Very many were from Alabama, and have gone over there out 
of reach, but their names shall be forwarded to the enrolling officer 
of their district. 'They have men on all their rolls who are not and 
have not been here for five or six months. Howard refused at first 
to disband his men, and I had some trouble about it, because he had 
orders from the War Department as late as the 9th instant, and 
besides he claimed to be in nowise under your authority, &e., but he 
acted at last upon my making out and showing him my report to you 
of his refusal. He wanted also the order to come through the com- 
mandant of post. It is all arranged, however. 

* * * * * * * 
Very truly, yours, 
M. J. CRAWFORD. 


[Inclosure No. 6.] 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Macon, May 10, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

There are several local organizations which the good of the service 
require should be disbanded at once and material formed into reserve. 
Colonel Browne has so recommended to Colonel Preston. Will you 
telegraph me authority to disband all such? 

HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 
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[Tnclosure No. 7.] 


BS Fe RicHMoND, May 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss: 

; The companies referred to in your telegram may at your discre- 
tion be disbanded. All conscript material had been ordered to be 
withdrawn. 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, May 31, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR SIR: Some weeks since I wrote to you in reference to several 
volunteer organizations forming in the State of men and boys between 
the ages of forty-five and fifty and below eighteen years old. Some 
of these companies were formed before the act of Congress of Febru- 
ary 17 was passed, some after that time, but before the notice issued 
by the President and required by law was published. These com- 
panies, most of them, were made up and tendered to the Governor for 
the war for State defense. Their rolls were filed in this office, and 
copies of such rolls were furnished the enrolling officers of the 
counties in which the companies were located. The enrolling officers 
are harassing these men and requiring them to be enrolled and sent 
to camp. This action of the enrolling officers is not warranted by the 
law of Congress. These organizations are in strict accordance with 
the spirit of the law of Congress, if not with its letter. The manner 
in which the enrolling officers are doing their work in this State is 
creating much injury—actual injury—to the planting interest of the 
State, and actual injury by estranging the best people from the proper 
regard to our cause. They can see no use in taking men over forty- 
five years old and boys under eighteen from their farms at this season 
of the year and placing them in camps to do nothing, and let their 
crops be destroyed. And I must be permitted to say that I think it 
the most egregious folly, to call it by no harsher name. These volun- 
teer companies of which I speak have been organized in their respect- 
ive counties and they are ready to respond whenever a call for the 
reserves is made. In the meantime, except when called out to drill, 
which is once a week, they are permitted to remain at home making 
something to eat for their families and for our soldiers. I haveresisted, 
by remonstrance, the action of the enrolling officers, and I may feel 
myself justified in going farther unless some stop is put to the matter 
by you. J have no complaint to make of Col. H. C. Lockhart, the 
commandant for the State; he is a gentleman for whom I entertain a 
very high respect. He has common sense, a very rare sort of sense, 
paradoxical though it may seem, but he says he is restricted by his 
orders. I learn now that it is not allowed to mix in the same company 
boys under eighteen and old men over forty-five years of age. Surely 
such orders could not have issued from the War Department; they 
would violate the act of Congress. What is the object of such orders 
I cannot discover, unless it is to prevent any State organizations. It 
must not be forgotten that the States have some rights left, and that 
the right to troops in time of war is guaranteed by the Constitution. 
These rights, on the part of Alabama, I am determined shall be 
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respected. I cannot permit the troops organized for State defense 
and ready to obey my calls to be all taken out of the control of the 
State. The laws of Alabama must be executed and I must have some 
troops at my command to execute them; such troops, while I am Goy- 
ernor, will always be ready to obey any call made by the President. 
I wish to call your prompt attention to the contents of this letter 
and ask for a prompt reply. 
I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
T. H: WATIS; 
Governor of Alabama. 


[Indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, June 18, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

The commandant of conscripts for Alabama has been instructed to 
organize the reserves and turn over the muster-rolls to Major-General 
Withers. That organization is to be made in exact accordance with 
General Orders, No. 45, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, cur- 
rent series. These claims by local authorities for troops, stated to be 
organized by them, are having the effect of entirely defeating the law 
in relation to the reserve forces. 

If the Governors persist in raising and holding armies composed 
largely of classes brought into the service of the Confederacy by the 
act of 17th February, 1864, then the anticipated effect of that act is 
neutralized. If these organizations are turned over to the Confeder- 
ate Government there can probably no harm result from retaining 
them after abstracting from them the material due to the general 
service, and this eourse is recommended. 

The promise to hold them by State authority, ready to answer the 
call of the President, does not fulfill the purposes of the law, which 
places them in Confederate service. The jurisdiction of the conscrip- 
tion ceases on the completion of company organizations, and the 
holding the men in camp or restoring them to their avocations is a 
matter for the action of the general commanding. I have the honor 
herewith to submit a correspondence of the commandant of conseripts 
for Georgia with the Governor of that State relative to like matters. * 

The tendency of the action of the State authorities is to absorb the 
whole class of reserves. 

JOHN 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[May 31, 1864.—For Davis to Anderson and Davis to Milton, in 
regard to the organization and employment of Florida reserves, see 
Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 339. ] 


[JUNE 1, 1864.—For Maxey’s requisition on the Six Confederate 
Nations (Indian) for troops to complete three brigades, see Series I, 
Vol. XXXIV, Part IV, p. 639. ] 


*See Mather to Davis, March 31 (with indorsements and inclosure), p. 259; 
Browne to Brown, May 10, p. 416, and Brown to Browne, May 21, p. 440. 
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TREASURY DEPT., CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Richmond, June 2, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I would respectfully ask your special attention to the fact that 
on yesterday, the 31st of May, the issue of new currency from the 
Treasury amounted to $57,483,903. In the report made to Congress 
at the opening of the present session by the Secretary of the Treasury 
it was shown that under existing laws the issues of new currency 
authorized would probably reach $200,000,000, and it was recom- 
mended that this amount should be reduced one-half. An increase 
of taxes and the issue of certificates of indebtedness were recommended 
as means to make good the deficiency insupply to the Treasury. You 
are doubtless aware that the Senate has passed a bill adopting the 
first suggestion. Should this bill pass the House, then the new issues 
of currency at the command of the Treasurer would be reduced to 
$100,000,000. As already stated, $57,000,000 of this sum have already 
been issued, leaving only $43,000,000 in currency for the payment of 
all further requisitions. In view of this state of things the Depart- 
ment has for some time past advertised forsale part of the 6 per cent. 
untaxable bonds; but the disturbance at the Capital produced by the 
approach of the enemy has prevented the proposed sale, and may delay 
the same for several weeks longer. Under these circumstances I would 
respectfully urge upon you the absolute necessity of withholding your 
requisitions for money, and instead thereof making use of certificates 
of indebtedness. Thereare certain payments which must of necessity 
be made in money, such as pay of the Army and Navy, wages, salaries, 
and interest on the public debt. It would be well, therefore, to reserve 
for these purposes the remaining amount to be issued, and insist upon 
paying all other demands in certificates, at least until bonds can be 
sold. Unless some such course shall be promptly adopted the Treas- 
ury will soon be without the means to respond to any requisition. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


[JUNE 2, 1864.—For Bonham to Seddon, urging the Confederate 
Government not to call the South Carolina reserves into the field, &c., 
see Series I, Vol. XX XV, Part II, p. 519. | 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for holding elections of 
Representatives in the Congress of the Confederate States in the State of Ten- 
nessee,” approved May first, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, 'That 
the act entitled ‘‘An act to provide for holding elections for Repre- 
sentatives in the Congress of the Confederate States in the State of 
Tennessee,” approved May first, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, be 
amended so that the person voted for as Representative of any speci- 
fied district, receiving the highest number of votes of the whole vote 
of the State, shall be commissioned as Representative of the district 
for which he is voted for. 
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requiring especial examination and report. Examine the office records 
of the army headquarters in order to secure a proper understanding 
of the system of government prevailing in each army, and the extent 
to which it is observed. The inspection of the troops of the different 
organizations composing the army will be made in the manner herein 
prescribed for inspectors serving with armies, looking especially to 
their armament, discipline, drill, and sanitary condition; the relative 
efficiency of the different organizations, and the merits of their 
officers; and where the differences are marked, the causes thereof, as 
such information, if unprejudiced, may lead to the promotion of the 
meritorious. As to intelligent and efficient staff officers properly 
carrying out the orders and intentions of commanders the success of 
an army is in a large measure due, their acquaintance with and 
faithful performance of the duties pertaining to their respective 
departments will be critically observed, and where found to be ineffi- 
cient or negligent they will be so reported. All officers with the 
commands inspected who are in excess of the number authorized by 
law and orders will be reported, with the nature of their duties and 
the circumstance of their assignment. 

The supplies pertaining to the different departments being difficult 
to procure, especial attention will be given to the due observance of 
property responsibility by the officers of each, respectively, seeing 
that all property is properly preserved or distributed strictly in 
accordance with allowances authorized by orders. Learn the sources 
from whence supplies are drawn, their amount and availability for 
the present and the future, their nature, and the system under which 
they are collected. Call attention to any obstacles in the way of 
their procurement, and suggest any improvements calculated to 
secure their more prompt, abundant, and economical delivery. 

As impressment is sometimes necessary to secure supplies and injus- 
tice is occasionally inflicted through the indiscretion or viciousness of 
agents, impress upon officers resorting to it the importance of soften- 
ing its rigors by explanations of the law, and the courteous assertion 
of duty under it, leaving in all instances the certificates required by 
General Orders, Nos. 30 and 39, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, current series. In passing through neighborhoods where 
impressments have been made inspectors should listen to all com- 
plaints; advise those really aggrieved how, under orders, to redress 
their wrongs, and note the names of the impressing officers, the amounts 
impressed, and dates of impressments, with the view to after compar- 
ison, in examining the officers’ accounts, of the facts so reported with 
those exhibited by their vouchers. 


DUTIES OF INSPECTORS SERVING WITH ARMIES. 


Inspect troops in the manner prescribed by Article XXX and for 
the purposes indicated in paragraphs 459 and 460 of the Army Regu- 
lations published by authority of the War Department in 1862. 

The number, appearance, and bearing of officers and men present 
at inspection and of their arms and accouterments should be ascer- 
tained, and also that all arms or parts of arms and accouterments lost 
have been properly accounted for, in accordance with General Orders, 
No. 148, of 1863, and No. 6, current series, from the Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office. ; 

The inspections under arms completed, examine the police of camps, 
quarters, hospitals, and guard-houses; the number of prisoners in the 
latter, and the nature of the charges against each; the messing arrange- 
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ments, and the character and quantity of the ration issued. If troops 
inspected are artillery or cavalry, see that guns and caissons are prop-- 
erly parked, ammunition chests filled and properly packed, and the 
ammunition dry and serviceable; that harness and horse equipments 
are properly cleansed, greased, and placed on racks raised from the 
ground; the number, character, and condition of the guns, caissons, 
and horses, and that the latter are properly groomed and fed and never 
used except on public service; the number of stables and their loca- 
tion, which should be upon dry, sloping ground and well protected 
from the northern winds. The same examination should be-extended 
to all army transportation as regards stabling and the care bestowed 
upon animals, harness, and vehicles. 

The company, regimental, and brigade records should be next exam- 
ined with reference to the strength, present and absent, reporting by 
name all officers and numerically all enlisted men improperly absent 
from inspection or their commands, and ascertaining if lists required 
to be furnished by General Orders, Nos. 125 and 130, of 1863, from the 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, are regularly forwarded. 

Observe the correspondence in number of the rations drawn with 
that of the men entitled to draw actually present with the command; 
this correspondence to be verified by examination of the brigade 
reports and the abstract of issues made by the brigade commissary. 

See that regimental returns and reports of ordnance are regularly 
made. Knowing, from inspection, the number of arms in the hands 
of the men inspected, they, with those in charge of the ordnance ser- 
geant, and others accounted for by certificates of boards of survey, 
should cover the responsibility of regimental commanders. 

Learn whether the orders issued from the War Department and the 
different headquarters of the army are duly promulgated, understood, 
and observed throughout the commands inspected. 

Examine the medical department with reference to provision made 
for the sick, their hospitals, medical supplies, the sanitary condition 
of their commands, the efficiency and capability of the medical offi- 
cers, and that all required returns and reports are promptly rendered. 
The property and money accounts of quartermasters and commissaries 
should next be examined, seeing that they are correct and promptly 
rendered; that all public property is properly appropriated; that for- 
age received and issued is only given to animals legitimately within 
command, and subsistence only to troops actually present, and that 
sales to officers are limited to regulation allowance—reporting all 
irregularities and inefficiency or neglect of duty on the part of officers 
and all employés, vehicles, and animals in excess over those authorized 
in orders. 

The ordnance department will be similarly examined. The em- 
ployés in all these departments should be men unfit for active duty 
in the ranks, as far as the nature of the duties to be performed will 
permit. The number of detailed men employed should be reduced to 
the lowest limit, and all supernumeraries and able-bodied men be 
remanded to the ranks. 

Inspectors will attend drills occasionally, or at stated times, and call 
upon officers to put their commands through any movements within 
its school. Lieutenants should understand company, captains and 
field officers regimental, and colonels brigade drills, as the casualties 
of service frequently impose upon officers commands above the grades 
which they hold. 

Inspectors will frequently ride through and about the neighborhood 
of their camps, observe the conditions of inclosures, private property, 
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crops, &¢.; repress all irregularities or depredations, and, where com- 
mitted, cause prompt indemnity to the injured and punishment of 
offenders. As troops habitually encamp by brigades, and establish 
guards for the protection of all neighboring property, and the preser- 
_ vation of order and discipline within their own camps, such irregu- 
larities amongst well-organized and disciplined troops rarely occur. 

Before leaving vacated camps inspectors will ride over the ground 
encamped upon by the troops and cause all property left by them to 
be collected and placea in the wagons. The regimental quarter- 
master and ordnance sergeant should be required to do this in each 
regiment. Do the same with al! arms, accouterments, or other prop- 
erty left by stragglers on the line of march, and if left by those of his 
own command, bring offenders to trial; or, if not, turn property so col- 
lected over to the department to which it pertains. Arms, &c., thus 
found will be placed in any wagon, irrespective of commands, most 
easily reached. Roll-calls and an examination of arms, which should 
be invariably made in every company at the commencement and at 
the end of each day’s march, would measurably prevent both strag- 
gling and the loss of arms, and every inspector should secure within 
his command the publication of an order enjoining this duty, and look 
to its strict observance. He will pass frequently along the line of 
march, cause the ranks to be kept properly closed, and all stragglers, 
whether of his own or other commands, to rejoin their companies; or, 
if this is impracticable, to turn them over to the nearest provost guard, 
to be marched forward and returned at the end of the march. See 
that the second officer in rank, with one of the medical officers of each 
regiment or battalion, is in rear of his command, to preserve order, 
prevent straggling, and to give written authority to the sick and 
broken down to ride in the wagons or ambulances moving with the 
brigade. 

Note the names of stragglers, and those of their regimental and 
company commanders, who will be held responsible for their neglect 
of duty in permitting such irregularity, and required to give their 
immediate attention to its correction. See that staff officers in charge 
of trains or public property are with their respective trusts, and hold 
them responsible for all irregularities committed by their employés. 

Preparatory to battle inspectors will locate their provost guards at 
eligible points for arresting all stragglers; acquaint themselves with 
the localities of the ordnance, supply, and ambulance trains, and of 
the field hospitals, the character of the grounds in the vicinity of their 
commands, front and rear, and of all roads to and from the line of 
battle, and connecting with the main traveled roads in rear; the troops 
supporting both flanks; the position of reserves; the watchfulness 
observed by pickets and skirmishers thrown to the front, and report 
this, and all other information, derived from the examination of pris- 
oners or other sources, which may prove important in aiding his com- 
mander in the intelligent performance of his duties. 

In the intervals of the fight, where practicable, he will cause to be 
collected all arms, accouterments, or other movable property left by 
our own men or the enemy, to points in rear easily accessible for the 
wagons. They will keep an account of all captures made by their 
commands, whether of prisoners or property, sending in a tabular 
statement of the same after the battle, in order that each command 
may receive due credit for its services; and cause all property cap- 
tured or collected to be turned over on publie account to the officers 
of the department to which it pertains. 
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These inspections involve more general duties than those of an 
army, in the examinations of the various public interests located at 
the numerous posts, depots, camps of instruction, or other institutions, 
growing out of the wants of the different departments of the Govern- 
ment. In making them inspectors will give their especial attention 
to the following points: ? 

The strength, efficiency, and character of the troops occupying the 
different stations inspected, recollecting the requirements of General 
Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, 
while inspecting detailed men and provost guards, the latter usually 
composing the garrisons of all stations, other than posts of a strictly 
defensive character. : ; . 

The strength and efficiency of the troops garrisoning fortifications; 
the extent and nature of the defensive works and their armament; 
the fitness and sufficiency of the ammunition for the guns, and the 
care bestowed upon its preservation; and that all other supplies nec- 
essary to the maintenance of a vigorous and effective defense are on 
hand. 

The money and property accounts of all disbursing officers within 
the district inspected; and their prompt rendition at prescribed 
periods, to the chiefs of departments to which they belong. 

That all public property, wherever found, is properly cared for, and 
in charge of responsible agents, and in no instance misapplied. 

That adequate storage is provided for the protection of all stores 
collected at depots, and that the supplies received correspond with 
amounts invoiced; or if not, the measures adopted to correct the 
deficiency. 

That rations, wherever issued, correspond strictly with the number 
of men present and entitled to them; and where this number varies 
between the regular periods of issue, that any surplus thereby accu- 
mulated is deducted from the next returns. That impressing officers, 
where supplies are obtained by impressment, conform strictly to regu- 
lations and orders governing this system. 

The means adopted by tax officers to collect the tax in kind, the 
resources of the country within their respective districts, if faithfully 
and impartially assessed and collected; the amount of supplies col- 
lected and remaining uncollected; the facilities for their transporta- 
tion from points of production to the depots, and thence to points of 
consumption; and the intelligence, integrity, and energy of officers 
and agents employed in this duty. 

The authority under which detailed men are acting in the different 
departments in the employment of Government contractors, and that 
they are reduced to the lowest number which will accomplish the 
work to be performed. All supernumeraries to be reported, in order 
that they may be remanded to their commands. 

The arrangements adopted at camps of instruction for the accom- 
modation and instruction of conscripts, and for their examination, 
distribution to commands, and exemptions; and the number received, 
assigned to duty, or exempted within the year. 

The records at conscript agencies; that they show thorough enroll- 
ments, collection and examination of all persons of conscript age 


within each district; that the examinations by the medical boards are’ 
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_ ical disability, that they act strictly in compliance with regulations 
and the true interests of the service. 

The energy with which conscript officers apprehend and return to 
their commands all deserters, and officers and men improperly absent; 
and their strictness in enforcing the orders relating to sick, fur- 
loughed, or retired officers and men within their districts. 

That registers are kept at each agency of all men of conscript age; 
and of all exempted, detailed, furloughed, or retired officers and men 
within their districts, and the authority under which each is acting. 

The management of hospitals, the number of invalids they receive, 
return restored to their commands, transfer to other hospitals, or who 
have died within them during the month preceding inspection. The 
number and efficiency of officers and men employed at each, the 
quality and quantity of supplies, and that no rations other than those 
issued to men in the field are allowed within the hospitals, except to 
the sick, for whose use alone all extra supplies are designed. 

At depots in rear of the armies, adjuncts thereof, and at which all 
surplus supplies are accumulated, shops for repairs are established, 
and to which unserviceable animals are sent back to recruit; examine 
the different departments, and the efficacy of measures adopted by 
each to carry out these various objects. 

To perform efficiently their duties inspectors will acquaint them- 
selves with the regulations and orders governing all branches of the 
service, issued from the War Department, or the headquarters of the 
army with which they are serving. This knowledge is indispensable, 
as it is the duty of the inspector to see that all orders are understood 
and obeyed by the command with which he is serving, or which he is 
inspecting. Army Regulations, and Tactics of different arms of the 
service, and General Orders from Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office up to the close of each year, can be purchased at the book- 
stores. Within the year the orders are so distributed throughout all 
the armies as to be accessible to all. The regulations of the different 
departments are usually to be found in the hands of their officers in 
each brigade. 

Inspections are intended to secure greater efficiency throughout the 
service, in procuring the strict observance of orders, the correction 
of abuses, and in bringing to the notice of the authorities the merits 
and demerits of all military officers and organizations; and such other 
information as will acquaint them with the condition of the different 
commands, and enable them to act advisedly in making any changes 
necessary for the advancement of the public interests. 

Inspectors, while critically inspecting each command with a view 
to full information respecting its condition, should be exceedingly 
cautious in forming their opinions, which should be based upon relia- 
ble facts and personal observation. They will look only to the public 
interest in making their reports. Patience, courtesy, and firmness 
should characterize their performance of duty in every position, with 
a strict avoidance of all action approaching a ‘‘ detective” character. 
While their reports are to be strictly confidential, except in so far as 
the authorities to whom they are made may deem it expedient to 
disclose them, all inspections and the relations between the inspector 
and the inspected must be perfectly ingenuous, impartial, and sol- 
dierly. 

By order: : 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 4, 1864. 
Hon. C. G. MEMMINGER, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 2d instant. 
Without further legislation allowing the tender of certificates of 
indebtedness on impressment, it is vain to expect their use to any 
considerable extent, as they will not, in despite all explanations 
and efforts on the part of officers, be voluntarily received. Besides, 
considerable amounts in currency are absolutely necessary to pay 
employés of the Government, of the railroads, and of contractors. I 
trust every effort will be made at once to raise money by the sale on 
hypothecation of bonds or by the negotiation of aloan. Otherwise 
I fear the machinery of Government will stop. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 4, 1864. 
Governor T. H. WATTS, 
Montgomery, Ala.: 


Your letter of April 27 addressed to the President was referred to 
me with the indorsement that ‘‘in this case as stated it would seem 
proper to receive the companies as organized either in the reserve or 
active force.” In accordance with this instruction I directed the 
Adjutant-General to order the organization to be retained and con- 
sidered part of the reserved forces. <A letter was by him addressed 
to General Withers to that effect and a copy of it sent toyou. I have 
received no letter from you addressed to me on this subject. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[JUNE 4, 1864.—For Johnston to Brown, with reference to 3,000 
Georgia State troops placed at disposal of former, see Series I, Vol. 
XXXVII, Part IV, p. 758.1 


RICHMOND, June 6, 1864. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


I regret that a sense of duty compels me to return to the Senate 
without my signature a joint resolution which originated in your hon- 
orable body entitled ‘‘ Joint resolution in regard to the exemption of 
editors and employés of newspapers.” 

The terms of this resolution extend to editors of magazines and 
periodicals other than newspapers, together with their employés, the 
same exemption from military service as is now accorded in favor of 
newspapers 

I see no reason for exempting these citizens from the duty of de- 
fending their country which would not apply to all authors, pub- 
lishers, booksellers, printers, and other persons connected with the 
publication of books, pamphlets, religious tracts, and other reading- 
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matter. At a moment when our lives, our liberty, and our independ- | 
ence are threatened by the utmost power of our enemies, when every 
citizen capable of bearing arms ought to be found in the ranks, I can- 
not but deem it impolitic to add to the list of exemptions without the 
most urgent necessity. Seeing no such necessity, and believing the 
precedent set by this resolution, if passed, to be productive of evil 
effect, I am constrained to return it without my approval. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure. ] 


JOINT RESOLUTION in regard to the exemption of editors and employés of 
newspapers. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That 
so much of the tenth section of the act entitled ‘‘An act to organize 
forces to serve during the war,” approved 17th of February, 1864, as 
exempts from military service one editor for each newspaper being 
published at the time of the passage of the act, and such employés as 
said editor may certify on oath to be indispensable to the publication 
thereof, shall be understood to include magazines and other period- 
icals published before and at the time of the passage of the said act. 

TH. S. BOCOCK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
R. M. T. HUNTER, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 131. Richmond, June 6, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


X. The chiefs of the military bureaus in Richmond will render 
monthly returns to this office on the last day of each month, setting 
forth the names and rank of the officers of their respective corps 
and their particular assignments and duties. 

“foal * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, Ga., June 6, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your telegram of the 5th instant and your letter of the 
27th ultimo, inelosing General Bragg’s letter of the 26th ultimo, just 
received, and I reply to both in this letter as the subject is the same. 
I fear that the Department will feel a disappointment when the 
strength of the Georgia Reserve is made known to it, though I have 
endeavored to prepare you for it in my previous communications. 
Governor Brown by his false certificate “that all the military and 
civil officers of Georgia are necessary for the proper administration 
of the State government,” as well as by his mustering into State 
service men afterward detailed as operatives in factories, &c., has 
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made such inroads upon the material out of which the reserve force 
was to be organized, that its strength will fall far below what was 
anticipated at the time the law was passed for its organization. Some 
idea may be formed of the effect of Governor Brown’s exemption cer- 
tificate when I inform you that he claims now to have over 5,000 men 
in his militia force at Atlanta, most of whom would belong to the 
Reserves if they had not been withheld by the certificate to which I 
have referred. The fact that they are now brought into the service 
is satisfactory evidence that they are not necessary for the adminis- 
tration of the State government, as claimed by Governor Brown. 
Another difficulty I have had to encounter is the number of men 
exempted by the local boards for agricultural and other necessary 
purposes. Ihave no reason to believe that improper exemptions have 
been made, still it has greatly diminished the material left after 
Governor Brown’s sweeping exemption. 

I have organized four regiments who are now at Andersonville. 
The fifth will be organized here this week, and is required here to 
guard the prison camp and the public works at this place. <A bat- 
talion of six companies (Girardey’s from Augusta) is here, except two 
companies temporarily doing duty, at Augusta, and I am making 
arrangements to increase it to a regiment, which I hope to accom- 
plish in a few weeks. 

There are at Savannah six organized companies, and alrangements 
in progress for four other companies to complete the regiment. At 
Augusta the organization of Reserves has been somewhat delayed by 
the existence of local companies, which I am now converting into 
regular reserves, and from the best information I can obtain I should 
say that a battalion, perhaps a regiment, may be formed there. At 
Atlanta and other points reserves are still reporting, and other com- 
panies and regiments will be organized as rapidly as possible. My 
present calculation is that there will be at least eight full regiments 
of reserves for the State. In addition to these I have taken steps for 
‘the more perfect organization into companies and battalions, for 
strictly local defense, of all men who are detailed or otherwise 
employed in the public workshops and factories, &c., at Savannah, 
Augusta, Atlanta, Columbus, Macon, and Athens. These organi- 
zations I propose to keep separate and distinct from the State Reserves, 
but I shall have at each of the points a pretty effective force for 
strictly local defense. As soon as the muster-rolls are sent to me I 
will have them forwarded, that you may be informed of the extent of 
the organizations. 

I have not forwarded to you the muster-rolls of the regiments which 
have been formed, because they have not yet been properly prepared. 
I have had to deal with men who were wholly uninformed, and it has 
been difficult to get them to comply with the regulations. A more 
serious difficulty has occurred from the fact that the pressure upon 
me for troops to relieve the old regiments at Andersonville made it 
necessary for me to organize with less than the minimum number into 
some of the companies. These I have been filling up preparatory to 
sending forward the muster-rolls. 

I have endeavored to state as clearly as possible the facts connected 
with the reserve force, that you may have a tolerably correct idea of 
its strength, and will place before you as soon as possible a more full 
report, accompanied by the muster-rolls. 

The letter of General Bragg seems to indicate the points at which 
the different regiments are to be stationed. If this is to be regarded 
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as a direction you will observe it changes the whole disposition of the 
force, except that it leaves three regiments at Andersonville, whereas 
there are now four, and that number is not considered too many. 
He also requires five regiments at Atlanta. These are not required 
there now, as Governor Brown’s whole force of 5,000 men is at that 
place; besides, I have not as many regiments as he assigns to different 
places. I await your instructions in these matters. 

Allow me to say that since Colonel Browne has taken charge of the 
conscript office here he has extended to me not only cordial but 
efficient aid, and by the system which he has adopted I have no 
doubt our united efforts will bring into the service all who are liable 
to this duty, and that in a very short time. 

I should have stated in the proper place that the companies below 
the minimum number were in Gartrell’s regiments and did not pass 
through the conscript office, but were put on duty by me in the 
emergency mentioned. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, yours, 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, &c. 


RICHMOND, June 7, 1864. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 

A bill which originated in the Senate entitled ‘‘An act to authorize 
the appointment of additional officers of artillery for ordnance duties” 
has been presented for my signature, but it contains a provision 
founded on an error of fact which compels me to return it without 
approval, that the error may be corrected. 

The bill contains the following proviso: ‘‘ Provided, That acting 
ordnance officers having been found duly qualified for appointment 
according to the regulations of the War Department, and being 
already on duty in the field under the orders of the Secretary of War, 
shall have preference of appointment under this act.” There are no 
acting ordnance officers on duty in the field, and I learn on inquiry 
that the persons so designated are in reality merely employés of the 
Ordnance Bureau for the performance of ordnance duties in the field 
in the absence of legislation authorizing the appointment of officers. 
This proviso, therefore, has the effect, under an error of fact apparent 
in its terms, of restricting the Executive in the choice of persons to 
fill the offices created by the bill to a list of employés selected by a 
chief of bureau, which is plainly not in accordance with the expressed 
intention of Congress, nor with the terms of the Constitution. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure. } 


AN ACT to authorize the appointment of additional officers of artillery for 
ordnance duties. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, 
That the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
may appoint fifty officers of artillery in the Provisional Army for the 
performance of ordnance duties in addition to those authorized by 
the act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the appointment of officers of 
artillery in the Provisional Army,” approved April 21, 1862, and “An 
act to authorize the appointment of additional officers of artillery for 
ordnance duties,” approved September 16, 1862, and that the rank of 
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said officers shall be as provided in said last-named act: Provided, 
That acting ordnance officers having been found duly qualified for 
appointment according to the regulations of tho War Department, 
and being already on duty in the field under the orders of the Secre- 
tary of War, shall have preference of appointment under this act. 
TH. 8. BOCOCK, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
R. M. T. HUNTER, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, Ga., June 7, 1864. 
General §8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: On the 28th of April last I indorsed to you a copy of a 
letter I had addressed to Governor Brown on the subject of his 
sweeping exemption of State officers, both civil and military. I now 
forward to you copies of his reply and the subsequent correspondence. * 

There is but one fact in this correspondence worthy of your consid- 
eration. You will observe that Governor Brown regards the act of 
Congress on the subject of exempting State officers ‘‘ necessary for 
the proper administration of the State government ” asa nullity; and 
his certificate given in response to the requirements of that act was a 
mere pretense, which he does not and will not deny was wholly 
untrue. 

His excuse for this false certificate you will find to be a resolution 
of the Legislature of Georgia, which, it seems, he thinks justifies him 
in making a certificate which was manifestly untrue. 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, &ce., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding, &e. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Montgomery, Ala., June 7, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


The enrolling officer, Colonel Browne, of Macon, Ga., has enrolled 
several of the hands of the Shakanoosa Arms Manufacturing Com- 
pany, at Dawson, Ga., and threatens to take many more, thus in 
effect destroying an establishment with which Alabama has a contract 
for a supply of arms. This establishment is of common and great 
utility to the Confederate States and the States of Georgia and Ala- 
bama. Arms are a necessity, and Alabama has a very inadequate 
supply. I request, therefore, that no further conscription from that 
factory be made, or that of those making [arms?] such may be re- 
turned or detailed as may under oath by the superintendent be 
deemed necessary to the successful working of the establishment. 

T. H. WATTS, 
Governor. 
*See Brown to Cobb, May 5, p. 381; Cobb to Brown, May 12, p. 417; Brown to 


oe May 20, p. 481; Cobb to Brown, May 23, p. 442; Brown to Cobb, May 30, 
p. 455. 
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RICHMOND, VA., June 7, 1864. 
_Hon. CLIFFORD ANDERSON, 


Member of Congress from Georgia: 


My Dear Str: I have just received the report in the case of Maj. 
_C. J. Harris, for which I have informed you I had called on the War 
Department. It is as follows: 


Charles J. Harris was appointed by the Secretary of War a major for con- 
script duty in Georgia, but as he was not appointed to the actual command of a 
camp o1 instruction the President declined to nominate, and accordingly at the 
end of the session (February 17 last) he was notified that ha was dropped because 
not confirmed. He has been notified of the cause and facts of the case. 

ED. A. PALFREY, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


By reference to the law you will perceive that the appointment was 
unauthorized, and therefore, when the case came before me, I decided 
against it and declined to nominate. There is, and has long been, a 
necessity for other officers than those allowed by the law. The com- 
mandant of a camp cannot perform all the duties required by the act 
for a general enrollment, but in the absence of legislation for other 
officers the course pursued in this case was the only one which I 
could adopt. 

- Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 8, 1864. 
The Commissary-General is authorized to purchase the paper cur- 
rency of the United States for the use of his office as occasion may 
require. 
By order of Secretary of War: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 8, 1864. 
Governor T. H. WATTS, 
Montgomery, Ala.: 
Your telegram submitted to General Cobb, who has charge of the 
subject, and to whose discretion it has been committed. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 8, 1864. 


General HOWELL COBB, 
Macon, Ga.: 


Following telegram just received.* Matter submitted to your dis- 


retion. 
ees, J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


*See Watts to Seddon, June 7, p. 476. 
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Macon, June 9, 1864. 
JAMES A. SEDDON: 

Yours, forwarding Governor Watts’ dispatch, received. Colonel 
Browne will recommend detail of all the operatives at Dawson except 
those whose work can be done by negro laborers. I approve his 
decision and will communicate to Governor Watts. 

HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 9, 1864. 
Major-General COBB, : 
Macon, Ga.: 

Your letter of 31st of May received. The Department was misin- 
formed as to the condition of Howard’s battalion. Your report satis- 
factory and action approved. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


OFFICE OF MISSISSIPPI CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY, 
Grenada, June 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. 8. D. LEE, C. 8. Army: 

DEAR SiR: I find it almost impossible to keep this road in safe run- 
ning order for want of shovels, axes, and some framing tools. The 
recent heavy rains north of this place has covered the track with sand 
in some places to the depth of two feet, and I can with difficulty obtain 
shovels to supply the few hands I have in removing it. I am com- 
pelled, therefore, to ask again for permission to send out a few bales 
of cotton to obtain railroad supplies. Twenty-five bales would pur- 
chase all I could hope to get out. Cotton is sent toward Memphis 
almost daily, and for every purpose you can imagine, yet I will not 
move a bale except by authority. I need labor on the road north of 
this place, and am willing to pay for it. I want twenty hands for two 
or three months. After the press of the farmers is over would you 
impress them for me, we paying them? I cannot hire them. This I 
have tried in vain to do. This road may or may not be of any benefit 
to the Government. This you must determine. If it is or is to be, I 
must have labor to repair it and tools for them to work with. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. GOODMAN, 
President. 


AN ACT to amend the laws relating to the tax in kind. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the act approved seventeenth February, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to lay taxes 
for the common defense and carry on the Government of the Confed- 
erate States,’ approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-three,” be, and the same is hereby, amended as follows: After 
the word “wool” in the first proviso of the fourth paragraph of sec- 
tion ten, the words ‘‘in the aggregate,” shall be inserted; and in the 
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same article and section, the word ‘‘eight” shall be substituted for 
the word ‘‘five,” so as to read: Provided, That post quartermasters 
Shall direct such delivery to be made at any time within eight months 
after the date of said estimates, &e. 

Src. 2. In all cases where crops, subject to a tax in kind, have been, 
or may be destroyed, in whole or in part, by fire or any other accidental 
cause, or by the enemy, if before assessment, the assessor shall regard 
the part of the crop not destroyed as all that was produced by the 
owner; if after assessment, and the destruction be satisfactorily 
proven, the post quartermaster shall also regard the portion of the 
crop not destroyed as all that was produced, and the proof relieving 
the producer shall entitle the quartermaster to a credit on his return 
for the property thus lost. 

Sc. 3. In cases where the quantity of corn reserved from the tax 
in kind is not sufficient to supply the actual wants of the producer, 
without any default on his part, upon satisfactory evidence of the 
fact, the Secretary of War is authorized to allow the money value to 
be paid for the tithe to the extent thus required. 

Sec. 4. The law imposing a tax upon the assessed value of property 
shall not be so construed as to impose a tax upon the products of 
gardens intended for the use of the family of the owner, nor upon 
fruit raised for domestic use and not for sale. 

Sec. 5. That the account of slaughtered hogs required by the first 
section of said act shall be rendered on or about the first day of March, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-five and eighteen hundred and sixty-six, 
for each year preceding said date. 

Approved June 10, 1864. 


AN ACT to raise money to increase the pay of soldiers. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
upon all subjects of taxation under existing tax laws, there shall be 
assessed and levied a tax equal to one-fifth of the amount of the 
present tax on the same subjects for the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four, which tax shall be payable only in Confederate Treasury 
notes of the new issue, and shall be collected at the same times with 
the other taxes on the same subjects, under the laws now in force. 

Src. 2. The money arising from the tax hereby imposed shall be 
appropriated, first, to the payment of the increased compensation of 
the soldiers under the act passed at the present session. 

Approved June 10, 1864. 


AN ACT making appropriations for the support of the Government of the Con- 
federate States of America, from July 1 to December 31, 1864, and to supply a 
deficiency. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, 'That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the sup- 
port of the Government, from July first to December thirty-first, 


eighteen hundred and sixty-four: 
* * 33 * * oh * 
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WaR DEPARTMENT.—For compensation of the Secretary of War, 
Assistant Secretary, chief of bureau, clerks, messengers, and others 
employed in the War Department, two hundred and five thousand 
dollars. ; 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the War Department, 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For salary of Commissioner, chief clerk, and incidental expenses of 
Indian Bureau, nine thousand two hundred and fifty dollars. 


For contingent expenses of the Adjutant and Inspector General’s | 


Department, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For incidental and contingent expenses of the Army, one hundred 
thousand dollars. 

QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT.—For pay of the Army, seventy- 
four million two hundred and forty-nine thousand nine hundred and 
fifty-one dollars. : ’ 

For disbursements for the public service of the Quartermaster’s 
Department, one hundred and twenty-five million seven hundred and 
fifty thousand and forty-nine dollars. 

COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT.—For the purchase of subsistence stores 
and commissary property, in addition to the unexpended balance of 
the last appropriation, one hundred million dollars. 

So much of the appropriation for the Quartermaster and the Com- 
missary Departments as may be necessary may be transferred from 
one to the other by order of the Secretary of War, for the purpose of 
paying for supplies impressed or purchased according to the exigencies 
of the service. 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT.—For the ordnance service in all its 
branches, twenty-five million dollars. 

For the niter and mining service, four million three hundred 
thousand dollars. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT.—For the engineer service, ten million 
dollars. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.—For pay of physicians employed by con- 
tract, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For pay of nurses and cooks, not enlisted as volunteers, three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For pay of hospital laundresses, one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. 

For the purchase of medical and hospital supplies, fourteen million 
eight hundred and twenty thousand dollars. 

For the establishment and support of military hospitals, one hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

For pay of hospital stewards, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For pay of matrons, assistant matrons, and ward matrons, three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For pay of ward-masters, two hundred thousand dollars. 

* * * * * * * 


SEc. 2. That no appropriation made under this act shall be drawn 
from the Treasury until all unexpended balances standing to the 
credit of the Department for which the appropriation herein made 
shall have been exhausted. 

Approved June 13, 1864. 
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; & ing from the Quartermaster's Department.” 


ADIT. AND Insp. GENERAL'S OFFICE 
Richmond, June 18, 186: 


Vy. Pt 


INOTS to amend the act approved February seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, entitled 
‘An act to allow commissioned officers of the Army rations, and the privilege of purchasing cloth- 


_ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That all commis- 
sioned officers in the Army and Navy shall be entitled to one ration, and all com- 
missioned officers in the field and afloat, in addition thereto, shall be allowed to 
purchase from any commissary or other officer required to issue subsistence to 
soldiers, marines, or seamen, at the eae cost thereof, including transportation, 
as follows: One ration each for officers of and below the rank of colonel, two 


‘rations each for officers of the rank of brigadier-general, major-general, and 


lieutenant-general; and three rations each for a general; one ration each for 
commissioned officers of the Navy of and below the rank of commander, and 
two rations each for officers above that rank. : 

Src. 2. That an officer shall not draw or purchase, at any time, more of the 
component part of a ration than is issued to the private soldier at the same time. 

Sec. 3. That nothing contained in this act or the act to which this is an amend- 
ment, shall be construed as allowing commutation for rations or as authorizing 
an officer to receive or purchase rations, except when he requires them for his 


~ Own use. 


Sec. 4. That this act shall continue in force only during the war. 
Approved June 7, 1864. 


IJ. AN ACT to provide transportation in kind in certain cases to Members and Delegates in Congress. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That whenever 


_ the usually traveled routes between the homes of members of Congress and the 


Capital are interfered with by the enemy, it shall be the duty of military com- 
manders to facilitate the passage of Members and Delegates going to or returning 
from Congress, by furnishing transportation in kind for any distances over which 
they may state in writing they cannot provide themselves with transportation ; 
and such written application, indorsed ‘‘furnished,” by the party receiving the 
transportation, shall be accepted as a sufficient voucher for the expenditure of the 
officer in furnishing the same. 
Approved June 8, 1864. 


By order: 
Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


AN ACT to authorize the manufacture of spirituous liquors for the use of the 
Army and hospitals. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
it shall be lawful forthe Surgeon-General or the Commissary-General to 
make all necessary contracts for the manufacture and distillation of 
whisky, brandy, and other alcoholic and spirituous liquors for the 
supply of the Army and hospitals upon such terms as may be con- 
ducive to the public interest; and that the said contracts and any 
heretofore made shall operate as a license to the contractor to manu- 
facture the same for the purpose aforesaid. 

SEC. 2. That the Surgeon-General and the Commissary-General shall 
be authorized to establish manufactories or distilleries for the purpose 
of obtaining the supplies aforesaid, and to employ laborers in the 
same, instead of resorting to contracts, if they shall deem it more 
prudent to do so. 
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SEG. 3. That no contractor or party shall, under the license granted 
by this act, distill or make more alcohol, whisky, brandy or other 
alcoholic or spirituous liquors than he shall deliver to the Govern- 
ment or its agents in fulfillment of his contract or contracts; nor shall 
it be lawful for any such contractor to sell, or in any way dispose of, 
otherwise than as said contract or contracts may require, any alcohol, 
whisky, brandy, or other alcoholic or spirituous liquors manufactured 
by him under the license aforesaid; nor shall this act operate as a 
license to any contractor for any violation of the prohibitions herein 
contained, when such violation shall be a crime or misdemeanor under 
the laws of the State in which the same may occur. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


- 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to reduce the currency and to 
authorize a new issue of notes and bonds,” approved February seventeenth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
instead of six per cent. bonds, authorized to be issued to the States, 
under the twelfth section of the said act, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury is authorized and required to issue to any State which may desire 
the same, one-half of such amount as the said State is entitled to claim 
in Treasury notes of the new issue, and the other half in said six per 
cent. bonds; or, at the option of the State in coupon bonds, payable 
in twenty years, with interest at the rate of four per cent. per annum, 
payable half yearly; the said four per cent. bonds not to be taxable 
either upon principal or interest; and this provision shall extend to 
any portion of the amount which such State may be entitled to claim. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


AN ACT further to amend ‘‘An act to reduce the currency and to authorize a 
new issue of bonds and notes,” approved February seventeenth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the above-recited act be further amended, so as to allow States which 
have funded the Treasury notes of the old issue held by them under 
the provisions of the ‘‘Act to reduce the curreney and to authorize 
a new issue of notes and bonds,” approved February seventeenth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to exchange the certificates or bonds 
so received for the new issue of Treasury notes, in the same propor- 
tion, and on the same conditions as provided in said act, and the act 
amendatory thereof, authorizing the exchange of old notes held by 
the States for notes of the new issue. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


AN ACT to amend the tax laws. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the first, second and third sections of the “Act to levy additional 
taxes for the common defense and support of the Government,” 
approved seventeenth of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four 
be amended and re-enacted, so as to read as follows, to wit: ; 

SECTION 1. That, in addition to the taxes levied by the “‘Act to lay 
taxes for the common defense and to carry on the Government of the 


erate States,” approved April twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred 
ty-three, there shall be levied from the seventeenth day of — : 
‘'y, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, on the subjects of taxa- 
tio reinafter mentioned, and collected from every person, copart- “s 

Ed association or corporation liable therefor, taxes as follows, 
LO Wit: : 

_ I. Upon the value of all property, real, personal and mixed, of 
every kind and description, not hereinafter exempted or taxed ata 
different rate, five per cent.: Provided, That from the tax on the 
value of property employed in agriculture shall be deducted the value 
of the tax in kind derived therefrom during the same year, as assessed 
under the law imposing it, and delivered to the Government, whether 
delivered during the year or afterward, including the bacon, deliver- 
able after, and not prior to, the assessment of the tax on property 
_ employed in agriculture as aforesaid; and the collection of the tax on 
~ such property shall be suspended after assessment, under the order 
_ of the Secretary of the Treasury, until the value of the tithe to be 
_ deducted can be ascertained, and when so ascertained, it shall be the 
: duty of the post quartermaster to certify, and of the district collector 
> 

. 


to deduct, the value of such tithe, and any balance found due may 
be paid in bonds and certificates therefor, authorized by the ‘‘Act to 
reduce the currency and to authorize a new issue of notes and bonds,” 
in like manner as other taxes payable during the year: Provided, 
That no credit shall be allowed beyond five per cent. 

IJ. On the value of gold and silver ware and plate, jewels, jewelry, 
and watches, ten per cent. 

Ill. The value of property taxed under this section shall be assessed 
on the basis of the market value of the same, or similar property in 
the neighborhood where assessed, in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty, except in cases where lands, slaves, cotton and tobacco have 
been purchased since the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-two, in which case the said land, slaves, cotton and tobacco so 
purchased shall be assessed at the price actually paid for the same by 
the owner: Provided, That land purchased by refugees and held and 
occupied by them for their own use and residence, shall be assessed 
according to its market value in the year eighteen hundred and sixty. 

Sec. 2. That section second of an act entitled ‘‘An act to levy addi- 
tional taxes for the common defense and support of the Government,” 
approved seventeenth February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed; and it is hereby declared, that all the 
property and assets of corporations, associations and joint stock com- 
panies of every description, whether incorporated or not, shall be 
assessed and taxed in the same manner,'and to the same extent, as 
the property and assets of individuals; the tax on such property and 
assets to be assessed against, and paid by, such corporations, associa- 
tions and joint stock companies: Provided, That no bank or banking 
company shall be liable to pay a tax upon deposits of money to the 
credit of, and subject to the checks of, others: Provided further, That 
the stock, shares or interests representing property or assets in corpo- 
rations or joint stock companies, or associations, shall not be assessed 
or taxed: And provided further, That all property within the enemy’s 
lines be, and the same is hereby, exempted from all taxation so long 
as it remains in the enemy’s lines. ; 

Sc. 3. That paragraph one of section three of an act entitled ‘‘An 
act to levy additional taxes for the common defense and support of 
the Government,” approved seventeenth February, eighteen hundred 
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and sixty-four, be, and the same is, hereby amended and re-enacted, 
so as to read as follows: Upon the amount of all gold and silver coin, 
gold dust, gold or silver bullion, moneys held abroad, or bills of ex- 
change, drawn therefor, promissory notes, rights, credits and securi- 
ties, payable in foreign countries, five per cent. to be paid in specie, 
or Confederate Treasury notes at their value, as compared with specie 
at the time the tax is payable; the relative value of specie and Con- 
federate Treasury notes, for the purpose of payment under this act, 
to be fixed by regulations to. be prescribed by the Commissioner of 
Taxes, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Src. 4. That section sixteen of the ‘‘ Act to amend an act entitled 
‘An act to lay taxes for the common defense and carry on the Govern- 
ment of the Confederate States,’” approved seventeenth February, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, be, and the same is hereby, amended, 
so as to read as follows: 

I. The income, property and money, other than Confederate Treas- 
ury notes, of hospitals, asylums, churches, schools, colleges and other 
charitable institutions, shall be exempted from taxation under the 
provisions of this act, or any other law. The property of companies 
formed under the act entitled ‘‘An act to establish a volunteer navy,” 
shall be exempt from taxation, except on the income. 

II. That paragraph six, section seven, of the same act, be, and the 
same is, hereby amended by adding thereto, as follows: 

‘If any person shall fail to make due return, as required by said 
section, of the income or profits taxed under any law of Congress, or 
in case of disagreement with the assessor, to submit the same to 
referees, as provided by law, or shall fail or refuse to pay the tax 
thereon, within such time as shall be prescribed by public notice, by 
the district collector, under the direction of the Commissioner of 
Taxes, such person shall be deemed and held to be in default: Pro- 
vided, That such person shall not be deemed and held to be in default, 
who may fail, or has failed to make payment, or due returns, in con- 
sequence of the presence or interference of the enemy, or the absence 
or neglect of the officers charged with the assessment and collection 
of taxes.” 

Sec. 5. That this act shall not be so construed as to subject to tax- 
ation corn, bacon and other agricultural products, which were produced 
in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and in the possession of 
the producer on the seventeenth of February, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four, and necessary for the support of himself and family dur- 
ing the present year, and from or on which taxes in kind have been 
deducted and delivered or paid. 

SEC. 6. That section four, paragraphs one and two, of the act 
approved February seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
entitled ‘‘An act to levy additional taxes for the common defense and 
support of the Government,” be so amended as to levy an additional 
tax of thirty per cent. upon the amount of all profits made by selling 
the articles mentioned in the said paragraphs, between the seventeenth 
day of February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, and the first day 
of July next, which additional tax shall be collected under said act. 

SEC. 7. That on all Treasury notes of the old issue, of the denom- 
ination of five dollars, not exchanged for new issue prior to the first 
day of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and which may 


remain outstanding on that day, a tax of one hundred per cent. is 
hereby imposed. 


—-"? 


on seven of an act entitled ‘An act: te 
s fo common defense and support of the Government 
ved | nteenth February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, } 
same is hereby, repealed, and the following inserted in liew 
hat the first section of the ‘Act to lay taxes for the common 
mse and to carry on the Government of the Confederate States,” 
proved twenty-fourth April, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, is 
suspended for the year eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 
IL. In all cases where a tax is levied on income derived from prop- 
erty, real, personal and mixed of every description, on the amount or 
value of which an ad valorem tax is laid, the ad valorem tax shall be 
deducted from the income tax: Provided, That in no case shall less 
be paid than the ad valorem tax. 

Ill. In the assessment of income derived from manufacturing or 
mining, there shall be deducted from the gross income or profits, the 
necessary annual repairs, not exceeding ten per cent. on the amount 
_ of the income derived therefrom. And, in addition to the deductions 
— now allowed by law in the assessment of incomes derived from any 
— souree, the following shall be made, namely: The Confederate taxes 
actually paid by the owner on sales made by him, and the commis- 
sions actually paid by the consignor or shipper for selling, and in the 
production or manufacture of pig metal or other iron, the cost of fuel. 

Sec. 9. That all citizens of any one of the Confederate States, tem- 

_ porarily residing in another State, shall be liable to be assessed and 
taxed in the State or district in which he may temporarily reside; and 
it shall be the duty of all such who have not heretofore made return 
_ of their taxable property to the district assessor where they may tem- 
- porarily reside, within thirty days after the passage of this act, to 

make such return; and any one Liable to be assessed and taxed as 
aforesaid who shall fail or refuse, within the said period of thirty 
_ days to make such return, shall be liable to all the pains and penal- 

ties imposed by the laws of the Confederate States in such case. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


AN ACT to increase the compensation of the heads of the several Executive 
Departments, and the Assistant Secretary of War and the Treasury and of the 
Assistant Attorney-General and the Comptroller of the Treasury and other 
officers therein named. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the compensation of the heads of the several Executive Departments 
of the Government shall, for one year from the passage of this act, 
be increased to nine thousand dollars; and of the Assistant Secretary 
of War and of the Treasury and of the Assistant Attorney-General 
and the Comptroller of the Treasury be increased to six thousand 
dollars; and that the salaries of all clerks and employés in the vari- 
ous departments, located in the city of Richmond, be increased thirty- 
three and one-third per cent., and at all other points throughout the 
Confederate States twenty-five per cent. for one year from the passage 
of this act: Provided, That the clerks detailed from the Army or 
Navy shall not be entitled to the benefits of this act. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 
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AN ACT making additional appropriations for the support of the Government. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the sup- 
port of the Government, in addition to appropriations heretofore 
made, for the period ending the thirty-first of December, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four. 

* * * * * * * 


WAR DEPARTMENT.—For compensation of the Secretary of War, 
Assistant Secretary, chief of bureau, clerks, messenger and other 
employés, for the period ending thirty-first December, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, two hundred and fifty-eight thousand dollars. 

* * * * * - * * 


Approved June 14, 1864. 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to prohibit the importation of luxuries 
or of articles not necessaries or of common use,” approved February sixth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
so much of the act entitled ‘‘An act to prohibit the importation of 
luxuries or of articles not necessaries or of common use,” approved 
sixth February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, as forbids the 
importation of prepared ‘‘ vegetables, fruits, meats, poultry and 
game, sealed or inclosed in cans or otherwise, and brooms and brushes 
of all kinds,” is hereby repealed. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


JOINT RESOLUTION declaring the dispositions, principles and purposes of 
the Confederate States in relation to the existing war with the United States. 


Whereas, it is due to the great cause of humanity and civilization, 
and especially to the heroice sacrifices of their gallant army in the 
field, that no means consistent with a proper self-respect, and the 
approved usages of nations, should be omitted by the Confederate 
States to enlighten the public opinion of the world with regard to 
the true character of the struggle in which they are engaged, and 
the dispositions, principles and purposes by which they are actuated : 
Therefore, 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the following manifesto be issued in their name and by their 
authority, and that the President be requested to cause copies thereof 
to be transmitted to our commissioners abroad, to the end that the 
same may be laid before foreign governments: 


MANIFESTO OF THE CONGRESS OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 
AMERICA RELATIVE TO THE EXISTING WAR WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America, acknowledging 
their responsibility to the opinion of the civilized world, to the ereat 
law of Christian philanthropy, and to the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe, for the part they have been compelled to bear in the sad 


’ 


» of war and carnage which this continent has, fo: 


present a fitting occasion to declare the principles, the sentiments, 

and the purposes by which they have been, and are still, actuated. 

_ They have ever deeply deplored the necessity which constrained them 

_ to take up arms in defense of their rights and of the free institutions 

derived from their ancestors; and there is nothing they more ardently 
desire than peace, whensoever their enemy, by ceasing from the 
unhallowed war waged upon them, shall permit them to enjoy in 
peace the sheltering protection of those hereditary rights and of those 
cherished institutions. ; 

The series of successes with which it has pleased Almighty God, in 
so signal a manner, to bless our arms on almost every point of our 
invaded borders since the opening of the present campaign, enables 
us to profess this desire of peace in the interests of civilization and 
humanity without danger of having our motives misinterpreted, or of 
the declaration being ascribed to any unmanly sentiment, or any dis- 
trust of our ability fully to maintain our cause. The repeated and 
disastrous checks foreshadowing ultimate discomfiture, which their 
gigantic Army, directed against the Capital of the Confederacy, has 
already met with, are but a continuation of the same providential 
successes for us. We do not refer to these successes in any spirit of 
vain boasting, but in humble acknowledgment of that Almighty 
protection which has vouchsafed and granted them. 

The world must now see that eight millions of people, inhabiting so 
extensive a territory, with such varied resources, and such numerous 
facilities for defense as the benignant bounty of nature has bestowed 
upon us, and animated with one spirit to encounter every privation 
and sacrifice of ease, of health, of property, of life itself, rather than 
be degraded from the condition of free and independent States into 
which they were born, can never be conquered. Will not our adver- 
saries themselves begin to feel that humanity has bled long enough, 
that tears and blood and treasure enough have been expended in a 
bootless undertaking, covering their own land, no less than ours, with 
a pall of mourning, and exposing them far more than ourselves to the 
catastrophe of financial exhaustion and bankruptcy, not to speak of 
the loss of their liberties by the despotism engendered in an aggres- 
sive warfare upon the liberties of another and kindred people? Will 
they be willing, by a longer perseverance in a wanton and hopeless 
contest, to make this continent, which they so long boasted to be the 
chosen abode of liberty and self-government, of peace and a higher 
civilization, the theater of the most causeless and prodigal effusion of 
blood which the world has ever seen, of a virtual relapse into the bar- 
barism of the ruder ages,and of the destruction of constitutional 
freedom by the lawlessness of usurped power? ‘These are questions 
which our adversaries will decide for themselves. We desire to stand 
acquitted, before the tribunal of the world, as well as in the eyes of 
Omniscient justice, of any responsibility for the origin or prolongation 
of a war as contrary to the spirit of the age as to the traditions and 
acknowledged maxims of the political system of America. On this 
continent, whatever opinions may have prevailed elsewhere, if has 
ever been held and acknowledged by all parties, that government, to 
be lawful, must be founded on the consent of the governed. We were 
forced to dissolve our federal connection with our former associates 
by their aggressions on the fundamental principles of our compact of 
union with them, and, in doing so, we exercised a right consecrated in 


ree years, exhibited to the eyes of afflicted humanity, deem the — = 
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the great charter of American liberty—the right of a free people, when 
a government proves destructive of the ends for which it was estab- 
lished, to recur to original principles and to institute new guards for 
their security. ’ : 

The separate independence of the States, as sovereign and coequal 
members of the Federal Union, had never been surrendered, and the 
pretension of applying to independent communities, so constituted 
and organized, the ordinary rules for coercing and reducing rebellious 
subjects to obedience, was a solecism in terms as well as an outrage 
on the principles of public law. The war made upon the Confederate 
States was, therefore, wholly one of aggression; on our side it has 
been strictly defensive. Born freemen, and the descendants of a gal- 
lant ancestry, we had no option but to stand up in defense of our 
invaded firesides, of our desecrated altars, of our violated liberties 
and birthright, and of the prescriptive institutions which guard and 
protect them. We have notinterfered, nor do we wish in any manner 
whatever to interfere, with the internal peace and prosperity of the 
States arrayed in hostility against us, or with the freest development of 
their destinies in any form of action or line of policy they may think 
proper to adopt for themselves. All we ask is a like immunity for our- 
selves, and to be left in the undisturbed enjoyment of those inalienable 
rights of ‘‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” which our com- 
mon ancestors declared to be the equal heritage of all parties to the 
social compact. Let them forbear aggressions upon us, and the war 
is at an end. If there be questions which require adjustment by 
negotiation, we have ever been willing, and are still willing, to enter 
into communication with our adversaries in a spirit of peace, of 
equity, and manly frankness. Strong in the persuasion of the justice 
of our cause, in the gallant devotion of our citizen-soldiers and the 
whole body of our people, and above all, in the gracious protection of 
Heaven, we are not afraid to avow a sincere desire for peace on terms 
consistent with our honor and the permanent security of our rights, 
and an earnest aspiration to see the world once more restored to the 
beneficent pursuits of industry and of neutral [mutual] intercourse and 
exchanges so essential to its well-being, and which have been so gravely 
interrupted by the existence of this unnatural war in America. But 
if our adversaries, or those whom they have placed in authority, deaf 
to the voice of reason and justice, steeled against the dictates of both 
prudence and humanity, by a presumptuous and delusive confidence 
in their own numbers or those of their black and foreign mercenaries, 
shall determine upon an indefinite prolongation of the contest, upon 
them be the responsibility of a decision so ruinous to themselves and 
so injurious to the interests and repose of mankind. For ourselves, 
we have no fear of the result. The wildest picture ever drawn of a 
disordered imagination comes. short of the extravagance which could 
dream of the conquest of eight millions of people resolved with one 
mind ‘‘to die freemen rather than live slaves,” and forewarned by 
the savage and exterminating spirit in which this war has been waged 
upon them, and by the mad avowals of its patrons and supporters of 
the worse than Egyptian bondage that awaits them in the event of 
their subjugation. 

With these declarations of our dispositions, our principles, and our 
purposes, we commit our cause to the enlightened judgment of the 
world, to the sober reflections of our adversaries themselves, and to the 
solemn and righteous arbitrament of Heaven. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 
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_ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTIO 
| Richmond, Va., June 15, 1864. 


the armies. The superintendent urgently calls on commandants for 
_ increased activity and vigilance in every branch of the service. They 
_ will issue special instructions to their enrolling officers to be active 
_ and energetic in obtaining every man fitted for the field, and in send- 
ing back all who are improperly absent. The superintendent learns 
there is some relaxation in the service. From every State reports are 
received of men not called into the Army, and vast numbers are 
unduly absent from their posts. There has been no moment during 
the war when such a state of things was more to be deprecated. It 
must be corrected. Enrolling officers must be rigid, active, and vigi- 
lant, or be held to strict accountability for negligence. 

II. The delays which have occurred in forwarding applications for 
exemptions and details have been productive of serious inconvenience 
to the parties interested and of injury to the Army and country. 
Every consideration of duty and patriotism demands that the officers 
of the Government should exhibit a devotion and energy commen- 
surate with the urgent necessities of the Army and the country. 
Indolence in such an emergency is highly criminal. Every applica- 
tion should receive immediate attention. The ranks of the Army 
must be filled up. The places of the gallant men who have been 
stricken down in the noble discharge of duty must be supplied as 
promptly as practicable. This cannot be done unless the officers of 
conscription shall give themselves with entire devotion to the dis- 
charge of the duties required of them. Appeals taken by parties 
must be forwarded forthwith, and no excuse will be received for 
withholding such papers. In cases where there is any show of merit, 
and the parties are in pursuit of the occupation for which exemption 
or detail is asked, they should not be disturbed till final action is 
taken. The reports of the enrolling officers are frequently too meager 
and unsatisfactory to enable the Bureau to decide the cases submitted. 
It is hoped that this defect, to which the Bureau has had frequent 

~ oeeasion to eall attention, will in the future be corrected. In all 
agricultural cases it is desired that the reports should state the prob- 
able amount of the surplus produced by the applicant, and in all 
cases where assigning the party to the Army will cast his family 
upon the community for support the report should state what pro- 
vision has been made by the State or county authorities for their 
maintenance and protection. 
Enrolling officers should be carefully instructed upon these points. 
By order of Brigadier-General Preston, superintendent: 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


het, 


(To Commandants of Conscripts. ) 


The active campaigns now in progress must cause increased — 
ggling and desertion, as well as the necessity for new material for 


pee | 
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JUNE 16, 1864. 
Report of inspection of Camp Holmes, a camp of instruction near 
Raleigh, commanded by Major Hahr, with the following staff: One 
first lieutenant, adjutant; one first lieutenant, receiving officer ; one 
assistant quartermaster; one assistant commissary of subsistence; 
one surgeon and one assistant surgeon; one chaplain; one first lieu- 
tenant, commanding guard; four second lieutenants, drill-masters, 


As the conscripts come in their names are recorded with a state- 
ment of their age, county, the officer by whom enrolled, and other 
facts entering into a descriptive list. When they leave the camp the 
assignment made of them is recorded in the same book, which thus 
presents a complete history of the connection of each conscript pass- 
ing through this camp with the conscription .authorities. Nine 
thousand and fifty-seven are shown to have been enrolled at Camp 
Holmes during the year ending June 13, but this figure does not indi- 
cate the whole number enrolled in the State in that period, as many 
are detailed for various duties without passing through the camp of 
instruction. The names thus recorded are classified in three other 
books as follows: 1. The principals of substitutes—430 so far. 2. 
Persons exempt prior to act of February 17 otherwise than by substi- 
tution. 3. Those not previously exempt. All conscripts fit for the 
field are examined by the Medical Board and classified according to 
their special fitness for artillery, cavalry, or infantry service. Besides 
the above the following books are kept: 

1. A record of the absentees, deserters, &c., arrested and sent to 
their commands. Three hundred odd of these arrests were made in 
May; over 6,000 have been returned through this camp. 

2. Morning report book showing all present in camp. 

3. Order book. These books preserve a record of all the facts 
which would seem to be essential. 

There are 136 enlisted men in camp. Of these, sixty-four disabled 
conscripts and soldiers constitute the camp guard. The remainder 
are conscripts whose permanent assignment is delayed for obvious 
causes. Colonel Mallett, commandant of conscripts, thinks the guard 
which has been limited by the Bureau to the above number too small 
to prevent the escape of conscripts, and entirely insufficient to furnish 
traveling guards for the conscripts, deserters, and others sent to the 
various armies. Sixty men are needed for this duty alone, he says. 
The average time this year which conscripts have remained at Camp 
Holmes is less than a week. They are not drilled during that time, 
it is stated, because better employment has been found for the drill- 
masters. This I should think a mistake. Even a week’s drilling 
would do something to set the conscript up as a soldier, and would at 
least keep him in good health and spirits. With the present organ- 
ization I see no reason why the few conscripts in camp should not be 
industriously drilled three times a day. 

Staff departments.—The assistant quartermaster, besides discharg- 
ing the appropriate duties of the camp, pays all the enrolling officers 
of the State and provides them with stationery. Every conscript is 
clothed by him before he leaves the camp. Employés: One clerk, 
one forage-master, one overseer of wood-choppers—all disabled sol- 
diers or conscripts. 

The medical officers are the physicians of the camp, and constitute 
a board for the duties before mentioned. The senior officer has the 
supervision of all the district medical boards, and is charged with the 
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ye 


f ke them filled with proper officers. Eve 

cinat er eat hospital with eighteen beds is at 
mployés: One hospital steward, regularly appointed; one ¢ 
bled conscript. 
The assistant commissary of subsistence draws his supplies from 


two days out of three, one-tenth pound rice, and salt as usual. Dur- 
ing the past month two quarts of molasses to the hundred rations 
have been issued. Employés: Two clerks and one teamster, each a 
disabled soldier or conscript. A fine garden of twenty acres filled 
with vegetables will materially improve the fare and contribute to the 
health of the conscripts this summer. It is cultivated by six con- 
scripts unfit for field service. The men are quartered in log huts. 
There is abundance of room, but the police of the quarters might be 
improved. The guard-house is dirty and too confined. It appears 
that of some 250 conscripts who had been doing duty for two years in 
Mallett’s battalion as a camp guard and supporting force, 100 men 
without any experience on the water selected the naval service when 
their temporary organization was disbanded a few weeks since. Thus 
100 trained soldiers are lost to the Army when every man is needed. 
I mention the incident, as it may be thought proper to take measures 
for their transfer to the Army, or for the alteration of the law at the 
next session of Congress. With the instructions on this subject 


the district commissary at Raleigh. Ration: One and one-eighth 
pounds flour, one-third pound bacon or one pound salt fish, the latter 


under which commandants are now acting (issued by General Rains) © 


it is matter of surprise that a single conscript goes to the Army. 
Respectfully submitted. 

, ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 16, 1864. 
Lieut. Bennett H. Young is hereby authorized to organize for 
special service a company, not to exceed twenty in number, from 
those who, belonging to the service, are at this time beyond the Con- 
federate States. They will be entitled to their pay, rations, clothing, 
and transportation, but no other compensation for any service which 
they may be called upon to render. The organization will be under 
the control of this Department, and liable to be disbanded at its 
pleasure and the members returned to their respective companies. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, fALJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 53. Richmond, June 17, 1864. 
I. The following acts of Congress are published for the information 
of the Army: 
(1.) 
AN ACT to authorize the appointment of commissaries for regiments of cavalry. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That from and 
after the passage of this act, there shall be allowed to each regiment of cavalry 
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in the Army of the Confederate States, one commissary, with the same rank, pay 
and allowances as are now allowed by law to the quartermaster of such regiment. 
Approved May 23, 1864. 


Eons £2.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act creating the office of ensign in the Army of the Confed- 
erate States.” 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the above- 
cited act be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to allow the appointment of 
an ensign to each battalion of infantry. ; 

Suc. 2. That the said act, and this amendment thereto, shall be understood and 
construed to apply only to the Provisional Army of the Confederate States. 

Approved May 31, 1864. 


(3) 


AN ACT to furnish transportation to officers of the Army and Navy while traveling nder orders. 


- 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That officers of 
the Army and Navy while traveling under orders of the War or Nayy Depart- 
ment shall be allowed transportation in kind for themselves and their personal 
baggage, and ten dollars per day for expenses while necessarily traveling in the 
execution of their orders. 

Approved June 4, 1864. ‘3 

(4. 


AN ACT to provide for the appointment of additional military store-keepers in the Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
be authorized to appoint ten military store-keepers of ordnance in the Provisional 
Army of the Confederate States, in addition to those authorized by act of May 
first, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the 
appointment of military store-keepers in the Provisional Army of the Confederate 
States,” five with the pay and allowances of a captain of infantry, and five with 
the pay and allowances of a first lieutenant of infantry. 

Sec. 2. That military store-keepers of the first class, so appointed, shall be 
required to give the usual bonds in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, and 
those in the second class, in the sum of ten thousand dollars. This act shall be in 
force from and after its passage: Provided, That no one shall be appointed under 
its provisions except persons who were performing the duties of acting military 
store-keepers prior to January first, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, or have 
become incapacitated by wounds or sickness for active service. 

Approved June 4, 1864. 


(5.) 


AN ACT to increase the compensation of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the Army of 
the Confederate States. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That from and 
after the passage of this act, the pay of the non-commissioned officers, privates 
and musicians of the Army of the Confederate States be, and the same is hereby, 
eperenees seven dollars per month for the period of one year from the passage of 
this act. 

Approved June 9, 1864, 


(6.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to establish a Niter and Mining Bureau,” approved April 
twenty-second, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the act 
approved April twenty-second, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, constituting the 
Niter and Mining Bureau an independent bureau of the War Department, be 
amended as follows: That the Niter and Mining Bureau shall consist of one 
colonel as chief of Bureau, two lieutenant-colonels, six majors, twelve captains, 


who shall have the same pay and allowances prescribed for officers of cavalry of 
the same grade. 


Approved June 9, 1864. . 


‘ther enacted, That chemists and pr sional ¢ ts, 

‘the operations of the Bureau, not to exceed six of each c 

by the Secretary of War, with pay in no case to be above 
nt-colonel of the commissioned corps. ; 5 
That this act shall continue in force only during the present war. 


@) 


"e AN ACT for the payment of commissioners appointed under the act entitled “An act to suspend the 


privilege of the writ of habeas corpus in certain cases,” and to confer certain powers upon said 
commissioners. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the com- 
missioners appointed under the said act shall be entitled to receive the compensa- 
tion of two hundred and fifty dollars each per month, from the date of their 
respective appointments, until the expiration of their service; and that their 
assistants shall be allowed one hundred and fifty dollars per month, from the date 
of their appointments, respectively, until the expiration of their service. 

Sec. 2. That the said commissioners shall have the powers conferred upon com- 
missioners appointed by the district courts by the act of the Provisional Congress, 
approved thirtieth of August, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and numbered two 
hundred and seventy-three, in the acts of the said Congress. 

Approved June 9, 1864. : 


(8.) 


AN ACT to provide for the compensation of non-commissioned ofticers, soldiers, sailors, and marines 
on detailed service. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That all persons 
detailed from the Army or after enrollment for military service, or from the Navy 
or Marine Corps, for special duty or extra duty, shall be allowed to receive their 
A eet se rations and allowances, as if they were performing service in the 

e ~ * 


Sec. 2. That all such detached or detailed men shall be allowed, in addition, not 
exceeding two dollars per day, and compensation for all extra work, or for any 
uncommon skill or industry displayed in the performance of duties to which they 
may be assigned, in proportion to the value of such extra labor or uncommon 
skill or industry, whether it be in performing an unusual amount of work within 
the usual hours of labor, or work performed beyond the usual hours, or extraor- 
dinary skill and superior workmanship displayed in the execution of such duties, 
the value of said extra labor or uncommon skill or industry, to be determined by 
the officer or superintendent under whose immediate direction said detached or 
detailed service may be performed, subject to the approval of the Secretary of 
War or Navy. The additional compensation provided in this section shall be the 
same for both the War and Navy Departments, under certain rules to be prescribed 
by the President. 

Src. 3. That all non-commissioned officers, musicians, privates, sailors or 
marines, detailed to Government contractors, shall be so detailed without pay and 
allowances, but shall be compensated for their services by wages received from 
said contractors, under rules to be prescribed by the Secretary of War or of the 
Navy. 

Ree June 9, 1864. 


(9.) 


AN ACT to organize a corps of scouts and guards to facilitate communication with the Trans-Mis- 
sissippi Department. 


The Congress of the Confederate States do enact, That the President of the Con- 
federate States be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, to appoint one major and four captains to do service as scouts 
in the Valley of the Mississippi River, or to assign any proper officers for that 

urpose. 
: Sno. 2. That the officers thus commissioned shall have authority to raise four 
companies, to be officered by the President, to be composed of such members and 
such persons as he may approve, for scout and guard duty for Government trans- 
pertation across the Mississippi River, under such rules and regulations as may 
be prescribed by the War Department. 
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Src. 3. That the President may detail such officers and men from the Army as 
he may deem peculiarly qualified for such service. ; 

Sec. 4. That such scouts and guards shall be composed either of infantry or 
cavalry, or in part of both, at the discretion of the President, and equipped in 
such manner as will make them most effective, and shall be entitled to the same 
pay an allowances ana be subject to the same regulations as other soldiers. 

Approved June 10, 1864. 


(10.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘An act to organize military courts to attend the army of the 
Confederate States in the field, and to define the powers of said courts.” 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the above- 
entitled act be so amended that in all instances in which the particular division, 
corps, district or other subordinate organization, to which a military court is or 
may be hereafter appoinced or assigned, the commander of the army or depart- 
ment may by order, whew in his discretion it shall be propér and safe to do so, 
direct and empower the commander of the subordinate division, corps, district, 
&c., to pass upon and refer for trial all charges and specifications to come before 
said court, review and confirm or disapprove the records thereof, transmit the 
same direct to the War Department, remit or suspend sentences (where lawful) 
and take all action and exercise all jurisdiction in that behalf which pertains 
under existing laws to the commander of the army or department. 

Sec. 2. That from and after the passage of this act, when any person shall have 
been tried by any military court or court-martial, and acquitted ot the charge or 
charges preferred, the finding of the court shall be announced immediately, and 
the person so tried and acquitted, if a soldier, shall be released from arrest and 
returned to duty; and if other than a soldier, discharged from custody without 
awaiting the examination or report of the reviewing officer of such court. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


(11.) 


AN ACT to authorize the formation of new commands, to be composed of supernumerary officers, 
who may resign to join such commands, and to limit and restrict the appointment of officers in cer- 
tain cases. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
is hereby authorized to grant authority for the organization of companies, bat- 
eskees or regiments, to be composed of supernumerary officers of the Provisional 

rmy. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be lawful for any sapernumerary officer to join said organ- 
ization, or any other company in the Confederate service, which does not exceed 
the maximum prescribed by law, upon tender to the proper authorities of his 
resignation for that purpose. 

Src. 3. That the offices left vacant by such resignations shall not be filled, 
and that hereafter the lowest grade of commissioned officer shall not be filled 
unless there are upon the rolls of the company for service at least forty-six non- 
commissioned officers and privates; nor shall the position of senior second lieu- 
tenant be filled, in case of a vacancy therein, unless there are upon the rolls of 
the company for service at least thirty non-commissioned officers and privates ; 
nor shall the position of first lieutenant be filled, unless in case of a vacancy 
there are at least twenty non-commissioned officers and privates on the rolls of 
the company for service, which fact shall in each case be certified to by the cap- 
tain of the company and approved by the colonel of the regiment, before such pro- 
motion can be made. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


(18.) 


AN ACT to amend so much of an act entitled ‘‘An-act to organize forces to serve during the war,” 


approved February seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, as relate i 
y Fe rente ; x es tu the exemption of 
certain religious denominations. es : x 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the Secretary 
of War shall be authorized to grant exemptions to the members of the various 
denominations of Christians mentioned in the exemption act of the eleventh of 
October, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, who, at that time, belonged to the 


—— oe 


; approved February seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, to which 
this is an amendment. os: 
_ Sec. 2. That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to revoke 
any such exemptions under the act aforesaid, when the same have been obtained 
by any fraud, misrepresentation or error. 
Approved June 7, 1864. 


(14.) 


AN ACT to authorize the appointment of quartermasters and assistant yuartermasters and commis- 
saries and assistant commissaries in the Provisional Army in certain cases. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
is hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
appoint, for the Provisional Army, additional quartermasters and commissaries, 
with the rank of colonel, lieutenant-colonel and major: Provided, That such 
additional quartermasters and commissaries, with the rank of colonel, shall not 
exceed the number of military departments and separate armies existing at the 
time of their appointment; and that the additional quartermasters and commis- 
saries, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, shall not exceed the number of army ~ 
corps existing at the time of their appointment; and that the additional quarter- 
masters and commissaries, with the rank of major, shall not exceed the number 
of divisions of the army existing at the time of the appointment, and for the 
collection, control and distribution of railroad and field transportation and army 
supplies, the President may appoint such additional quartermasters and assistant 
quartermasters and commissaries as may be necessary for the efficient execution 
of the duties of the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments ; and such pur- 
chasing agents or transportation agents may be employed as the service may 
require, who shall not have military rank, and whose compensation shall not 
exceed the pay of a captain of infantry, and who may be required to give bond 
for the faithful performance of those duties; but nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to prohibit the assignment of quartermasters and commissaries, or 
assistant quartermasters or commissaries to any of the foregoing duties, or to the 
duty of paying troops: Provided, That all said appointments shall be made from 
persons who are over forty-five years of age, or who are incapacitated physically 
for service in the field, or who have been in the service over twelve months, or 
have been heretofore discharging any of the aforesaid duties: Provided, further, 
That additional assistant quartermasters and commissaries shall not be appointed, 
if there are officers already in service who can be assigned to such duties without 
detriment to the service. 

Sec. 2. That it shall be no longer incumbent on the President to appoint or to 
keep in service an assistant quartermaster, with the rank of captain for each 
regiment or battalion in the field, but he may assign the quartermaster of any 
army corps, division, brigade, regiment or battalion, or the commissary of any 
army, army corps, division or brigade, to duty as quartermaster or commissary 
elsewhere, and to assign quartermasters, assistant quartermasters, and commis- 
saries and assistant commissaries appointed to posts or depots, or for other 
duties, to serve with armies, army corps, divisions or brigades in the field, when- 
ever, in his opinion, the public interest will be promoted thereby. 

Src. 3. That in case the services of any regimental quartermaster, or any other 
quartermaster or assistant quartermaster, or commissary or assistant commis- 
sary, appointed under this act, can, in the opinion of the President, be dispensed 
with, and such officer cannot be otherwise appropriately employed to the public 
interest, his name shall be dropped from the rolls, and he shall cease to be an offi- 
cer of the Provisional Army. f 

Src. 4. That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint one 
quartermaster, with the rank of major, for each State, and one assistant quarter- 
master, with the rank of captain, for each Congressional district in the several 
States, to execute the duties of the act in reference to the tax in kind: Provided, 
That the appointments to be made in pursuance of this section, shall be made with 
the same restrictions and limitations as are set forth in the first proviso to the first 
section of this act. 

Approved June 14, 1864, 


and who were in regular association therewith, upon the terms and con-_ a 
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(15.) 


AN AOT to amend an act entitled ‘An act to aid any State in communicating with and perfecting 
records concerning its troops,” appreved sixteenth February, eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the above 
named act - 2 the need is hereby, amended 50 as to allow to the State officer 
therein named, the right to purchase forage for one horse in addition to the right 
granted thereby to purchase one ration, said purchases to be made upon the same 
terms and conditions, and under the same circumstances under which officers of 
the Provisional Army may be allowed to purchase rations or forage. 

Approved May 31, 1864. 


(16.) 
AN ACT to amend the several acts in regard to chaplains. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to appoint, when in his judgment it may be proper to do so, chaplains to battal- 
ions and to general hospitals, who shall receive the same pay and allowances now 
authorized by law to chaplains appointed to regiments and posts. 

Approved May 31, 1864. 


(17.) 
AN ACT to provide for the appointment of officers with temporary rank and command. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President 
be, and he is hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, to appoint temporary officers of the rank of brigadier-general, major-general, 
lieutenant-general or general for the Provisional Army, and assign them to any 
appropriate command. 

Sec. 2. That the said officers, so appointed, shall only hold their said rank and 
their said command, for such time as the temporary exigency may require, at the 
expiration of which time they shall resume their previous permanent rank and 
command, 

Approved May 31, 1864. 


(18.) 


JOINT RESOLUTION to allow sick and wounded officers of the Army transportation to their homes _ 
and hospital accommodations. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, That sick and 
wounded officers on leave, upon certificates of a board of surgeons, be allowed 
transportation to their homes and back to their commands, asin the case of 
enlisted men on furlough; the indulgence hereby accorded to continue in force 
for ninety days after the next meeting of Congress. 

Resolved, further, That all sick and wounded officers in the naval and military 
service shall be entitled to enter any hospital and receive such treatment and 
rations as now provided by law, free of charge. 

Approved June 10, 1864. 


(19.) 


AN ACT to amend “An act to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved February seven- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the act entitled 
“An act to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved seventeenth Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, be, and the same is hereby, so amended 
as to allow all white male residents between the ages of seventeen and eighteen 
and forty-five and fifty, who were prevented from enrolling themselves within 
the time prescribed by the said act, by the occupation of their localities or country 
by the public enemy, and whose homes are, and have been since the passage of 
said act, beyond the lines of the Confederate armies, to organize themselves in 
pursuance of the sixth section of said act, after their homes or localities are 


lines of the Confederate armies ; and this privilege shall con- 
inue for the space of thirty days after the reoccupation is el fs an order 
ssued by the general commanding the department, and published in the military 
ay in which such reoccupation may occur. 
Approved June 10, 1864, = 


(20.) 


AN ACT to graduate the pay of general officers. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the pay of a 
general shall be five hundred dollars per month; that of a lieutenant-general, 
four hundred and fifty dollars per month, and that of a major-general, three hun- 
dred and fifty [dollars] per month; that a general commanding an army in the 
field shall receive in addition to the said sum of five hundred dollars per month, 
one hundred dollars; and a lieutenant-general, a major-general and a brigadier- 
general shall, whilst serving in the field, each receive fifty dollars per month, in 
_ addition to the sum herein allowed, whilst so serving; and all laws allowing addi- 
tional compensation for commanding a separate army in the field be, and they are 
hereby, repealed, except as herein provided; and that this act will be in force for 
one year and no longer. 

Approved June 10, 1864. 


(21.) 
AN ACT to authorize the appointment of additional officers of artillery for ordnance duties. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, may appoint fifty officers of 
artillery in the Provisional Army for the performance of ordnance duties, in addi- 
tion to those authorized by the act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the appointment 

of officers of artillery in the Provisional Army,” approved April twenty-first, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and ‘“‘An act to authorize the appointment of 
additional officers of artillery for ordnance duties,” approved September six- 
teenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and that the rank of said officers shall 
be as provided in said last-named act. 
Approved June 10, 1864. 


(22.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to organize military courts to attend the Army of the 
Confederate States in the field, and to define the powers of said courts,’’ approved October ninth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That so much of 
the said act as empowers the said military courts to appoint their clerks and 
marshals, and provides for the payment of the salaries of the said officers, is 
hereby repealed; and hereafter it shall be the duty of the Secretary of War to 
detail and assign persons to fill said offices from military officers and non-com- 
missioned officers and privates unable to perform duty in the field, and the 
compensation of such persons shall only be the pay to which they may be respect- 
ively entitled by virtue of their military commissions. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


(28.) 
AN ACT to provide and organize a general staff for armies in the field to serve during the war. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That hereafter the 
general staff of the Army shall constitute a corps, and staff officers shall no 
longer, except by assignment, be attached to any particular military organiza- 
tion, or be held to duty at any post; that promotions in said corps shall be by 
selection, based upon capacity, merit and service, and no one shall be appointed 
in said corps, unless he has been two years, at least, in the military service dur- 
ing the war, or is over forty-five years of age, or is unfit for military service in 
the field. 

Suc. 2. That the President is hereby authorized to assign all officers of the 
staff to such appropriate duties as he may think proper, except that he shall not 
assign them to commands in the line, unless in cases of emergency, and then only 
for a short time; and no officer shall be allowed to hold, at the same time, a com- 
mission or appointment in the staff and in the line. 
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Src. 8. That the President is hereby authorized, oy the nibs of any 
general commanding an army in the field, to appoint, by and with the advice and 
- Consent of the Senate, or assign for duty with such general whilst so command- 
ing, a general officer, who shall be charged, under the direction of the general, 
with the administration of his army; there shall also be allowed to a generai, so 
commanding, two assistant adjutants-general, one chief quartermaster, one chief 
of ordnance, and one chief commissary, each with the rank, pay and allowances 
of a colonel of cavalry; a surgeon as medical director, with the pay and allow- 
ances of a colonel of cavalry; one aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances 
of a colonel of cavalry; and one aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances 
of a lieutenant-colonel of cavalry. : : 

Ssc. 4. That to a lieutenant-general commanding a corps d’armée shall be 
allowed, to be appointed by the President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, two assistant adjutants-general, with the rank, pay and allowances each 
of a colonel of cavalry; a chief of ordnance, a chief quartermaster, and a chief 
commissary, each with the rank, pay and allowances of .a lieutenant-colonel of 
cavalry; he shall also be allowed one surgeon, as medical director, to be appointed 
by the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate, with the pay and 
allowances of a lieutenant-colonel of cavalry; and to be appointed as above, one 
aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances of a lieutenant-colonel of cav- 
alry, and one aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances of a major of 
cavalry. 

en 6. That to a major-general commanding a division shall be allowed, to be 
appointed by the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate, two 
assistant adjutants-general, with the rank, pay and allowances each of a lieu- 
tenant-colonel of cavalry; one chief of ordnance, one chief quartermaster, and a 
chief commissary, each with the rank, pay and allowances of a major of cay- 
alry ; also a surgeon, with the pay and allowances of a major of cavalry; one 
aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances of a major of cavalry; and 
one aide-de-camn, with the rank, pay and allowances of a captain of cavalry. 

Sec. 6. That to a brigadier-general commanding a brigade shall be allowed, to 
be appointed as hereinbefore directed, two assistant adjutants-general and one 
assistant inspector-general, with the rank, pay and allowances each of a major of 
cavalry; one surgeon, with the.pay and allowances of a major of cavalry; one 
ordnance officer, with the rank, pay and allowances of a captain of cavalry; one 
aide-de-camp, with the rank, pay and allowances of a captain of cavalry; and 
one per neonin with the rank, pay and allowances of a first Heutenant of 
cavalry. 

Sec. 7. That the President is hereby authorized to reduce the number of officers 
allowed by this act to the staff of any general officer, or to increase the same 
when, in his opinion, the service will be benefited thereby. 

Sec. 8. That all appointments under this act shall be made from those already 
in service. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


(24.) 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled ‘An act to amend an act entitled ‘An act to organize military 
courts to attend the Army of the Confederate States in the field, and to define the powers of said 
courts,’” approved February thirteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the proviso to 
said act,and also so much thereof as requires that the judge of the military court 
in North Alabama shall give ten days’ notice of the times and places of holding 
said courts before the same are held, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


(25. ) 
AN ACT to amend the laws relating to the commutation value of hospital rations. 


_ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the commuta- 
tion value of rations of the sick and wounded officers and soldiers in hospitals or 
other places, used in camp or the field as hospitals, be fixed at the Government cost 
of said rations, and one hundred per centum thereon: Provided, That said one 
hundred per centum on the Government cost of each ration commuted shall con- 
stitute a hospital fund, and be drawn and appropriated as the Secretary of War 
shall deem necessary, to purchase supplies for the use of the sick and disabled of 
the Army in hospitals. 

Approved June 14, 1864, 


é Confederate States of America do enact, Tha’ 
army in the field shall have the power to direct t! 
10 commissioned officer or officers, soldier or soldiers, in 


may have had in the service, may be taken for the use of the Army, and the 
_ appraised value thereof shall be paid to the owner. 
_ Approved. June 7, 1864, 


» . By order: 


ye BS S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Tallahassee, June 17, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I desire respectfully to invite your attention to the copy of a 
letter * addressed by me to Major Cunningham, and one addressed by 
General William Bailey to myself. General Bailey is perhaps not 
only the wealthiest man in this State, but one of the most wealthy 

-and patriotic and generous gentlemen in the Confederate States. In 
desiring his factory to be permitted to be under his exclusive control, 
I desire to accomplish important objects—to procure clothing for the 
families of soldiers and indigent persons; to afford the means of 
employment and support to many industrious but poor women in 
making up clothing for the troops, who will otherwise be unemployed 
and dependent on charity for a support, and to save the Confederate 
and State governments from paying unnecessarily high prices for the 
making of clothes for the troops. Clothing and shoes I can have fur- 
nished at least 50 per cent. cheaper than the C. 8. agents are now pro- 
curing them. If these reasons are not sufficient I will rescind the 
contract with General Bailey, that there shall be no impediment to 
the agent of the Confederate States Government controlling this 
factory. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, 
JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida. 


[First indorsement.] 


JULY 17, 1864. 
QUARTERMASTER- GENERAL: 

Cannot this factory be left to the execution of the contracts of the 
State, as well as to work for the Confederate Government, without 
serious prejudice to your arrangements? The spirit of the Governor’s 
letter commends his wishes to favorable SO alae rt 

Secretary. 


* Not found. 
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[Second indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
= Richmond, July 25, 1S6¢4. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

The understanding of this department, received recently through 
Mr. Herring, is that this factory will be left by Major Cunningham to 
work as heretofore on account of the Commissary Bureau and the 
State of Florida. 

A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster-General. 
[Inclosure. } 


TALLAHASSEE, June 15, 1864. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, - 
Tallahassee, H'la.: : 

My Dear Str: You were kind enough to write Major Cunningham 
a few days ago on the subject of my little factory, and I also request 
that you write to the Secretary of War on the same subject, for I do 
not think the Government ought to interfere with the factory. If the 
factories throughout the Confederacy had done what mine has there 
would have been no need of complaint; and as Your Excellency is not 
aware of all its benefits to the State and the Confederacy, I will here 
give you a little history of the factory from the time it was built by a 
company of men some ten or twelve years ago. After it had got to 
work it was managed rather badly, and there was little or no encour- 
agement by the people of the country. In the course of five or six 
years’ working it was known to be in debt about $20,000. The stock- 
holders met and were about to close the concern. I disliked to see it 
stop, and made an offer to give a certain amount and pay the debts, 
which was readily acceded to by the balance of the company. I then 
carried it on myself by an agent, but at a loss, for two years before 
the war commenced, there being no sale for yarns or osnaburgs of 
consequence, as the merchants could buy yarns and osnaburgs cheaper 
in New York than I could make them for, and while buying other 
goods would lay in a supply of those goods, buy cotton, send it on 
and pay,there. After the war commenced there has been a demand 
for more than the factory could do, but I was not disposed to take 
advantage, and have kept my prices down to a very low figure, barely 
enough, as the saying is, to make two ends meet. I have used the 
factory almost entirely for soldiers’ families and for the poorer class 
of persons in the State, having sent by the bale to the most interior 
counties to be distributed by the county commissioners to the most 
needy of each county. There being no cotton cards in the country, 
it has been of great service to keep them in clothing, and have at all 
times supplied the Government officers with osnaburgs and thread at 
less than half what they would have had to pay elsewhere, and have 
also supplied Your Excellency with all the woolen goods the factory 
has made at very low rates for our soldiers in the field. The differ- 
ence I think between prices I have sold at and the prices I might 
[have] sold for since the commencement of the war, I think, would 
amount to over $300,000; and besides this, I have always contributed 
liberally in money and other means, for from the act of secession I 
have felt it my duty to do all in my power to aid every branch of the 
Government, which I hope my course will show. I dislike to trouble 
any one so much, but hope you will pardon in this instance. 

Very respectfully, Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
WM. BAILEY. 


Ce er 


a 


Beets oe Saas RICHMOND, Va., June 
J. A. SEDDON, et 


rely hope the cause which induces you to ask it will be temporary. 
Very truly, your friend, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


GENERAL wherein ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 54. Richmond, June 18, 1864. 


I. The act of Congress providing for the establishment and payment 
of claims for a certain description of property, taken or informally 
impressed for the use of the Army, approved June 14, 1864, with 
accompanying instructions, are published for the information and 
instruction of all concerned. i = 


AN ACT providing for the establishment and payment of claims for a certain description of property 
taken or informally impressed for the use of the Army. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of War to appoint and assign, in each Congressional 
district and for each Territory, an agent, not liable to military duty in the field, 
who shall, at stated times, in each county or parish, under the direction of the post 
quartermaster nearest to him, receive and take proof, under oath, in relation to 
all claims in said district for forage, provisions, cattle, sheep, hogs, horses, mules, 
teams and wagons heretofore furnished to the Army by the owner, or heretofore 
taken or informally impressed for the use of the Army and not yet paid for, by 
any officer in the military service, or by his order or direction, express or implied, 
from the use of the property, whether said officer be a line or staff officer, and 
whether he be a bonded officer or otherwise, and report the facts and transmit the 
evidence in each case to the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, together 
with his opinion as to the justice and validity of the claim; and the said account- 
ing officers are hereby authorized to audit and control and order payment of such 
claims as appear to them to be equitable and just: Provided, That all such claims 
originating west of the Mississippi River shall be reported to the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury Department established for the Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, who are hereby authorized to audit, control and direct payment of the 
same in the same manner as the accounting officers of the Treasury east of the 
Mississippi River. And the said agent is hereby authorized, in taking testimony 
in regard to said claims, to administer oaths to witnesses, and, if he think proper, 
to the claimants themselves. The compensation allowed to said agent shall be 
ten dollars per day while actually engaged in the performance of the duties 
imposed on him by this act, and thirty cents per mile for every mile actually 
traveled by him, to be paid under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary 
of War: Provided, That the Secretary of War may assign to the duty herein 
mentioned any quartermaster or disabled officer of the Army ; and, in that event, 
said officer or quartermaster shall, in addition to the compensation now allowed 
him by law, be entitled to mileage at the rate of forty cents per mile: Provided, 
further, That the Secretary of War may appoint and assign any non-commis- 
sioned officer or private to perform the duties under this act who may be unfit 
for active service in the field because of wounds received or disease contracted in 
said service, and the pay and allowances of such non-commissioned officer or pri- 
vate, when so appointed and assigned, shall be the same as are allowed to persons 
so appointed who may not be liable to military service. 

Src. 2. This act shall cease and determine on the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, east of the Mississippi River, and on the first day of 
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, west of the Mississippi River ; and all 
claims of the description aforesaid, not presented to the agent aforesaid prior 
to said dates at the respective places mentioned, shall not be entitled to the 
benefits of this act. 

Approved June 14, 1864. 


II. In every Congressional district there will be appointed an agent 
to perform the duties described in the preceding act of Congress, 


_whose names will be announced in orders, and who, immediately 


_ Seeretary of War: Me 
_ Sir: Your application for leave of absence is granted, and I sin. 
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after notice thereof, will proceed to the fulfillment of the duties 
imposed in the same. He will hold one or more sessions In each 
county in his district, and-give notice of the time and place of hold- 
ing the same, and of the order of proceeding at, and the probable 
duration of the session. The operation of the act is limited to a spe- 
cific time, and each agent is required to take measures for the full 
performance of its requirements, and for securing to every claimant 
an opportunity of presenting and proving his just claim. 

Ill. Every claim under this act shall be presented in writing to the 
agent for the district in which the claimant resides, supported by his 
oath as to the justice of the same, and by the affidavit of one or more 
witnesses; and the claimant shall also state by whom his property was 
impressed or taken, and at what time, and for what purpose, and at 
what price, and shall produce any written evidence in his possession 
relative to the same; provided, if the claimant be dead, or be pre- 
vented by any cause from appearing before the agent, proof shall be 
submitted as to the fact, and the occasion therefor; and other proof 
of the claim may be taken. The exact value of the property must 
be proved, and no speculative or contingent damages or values are to 
be assessed. 

IV. The agent shall, whenever it may be deemed expedient, 
examine the claimant and the witnesses orally upon the subject of 
the claim, and record their testimony. 

V. The agents appointed under this act will take the testimony of 
the various officers of the Army who may have been concerned in the 
impressment or appropriation of any of the property in reference to 
which claims shall be made, and will ascertain by what authority the 
same was taken, for what purpose, and at what time; and moreover 
will make special inquiry as to the use which was made of the same, 
and inquire of all facts pertinent to the subject. 

VI. Great care should be taken in the investigations to be made 
under this act to ascertain the justice and accuracy of any claim 
that may be preferred, and to prevent fraudulent or exaggerated 
claims from being allowed; and for that purpose all the circumstances 
connected with the impressment or appropriation or employment of 
property should be examined. The name, rank, and authority of the 
officer should be reported, and whatever else that may throw light 
upon the transaction. 

VII. All the powers conferred by this act, and all the duties pre- 
scribed by the same, are devolved upon the agents appointed under 
it; and within the time limited in the act they will make their report 
to the Second Auditor of the Treasury. 

sy order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
. Richmond, Va., June 18, 1864. 
General HOWELL COBB, 
Macon, Ga.: 

Governor Brown’s exemption must be restricted to the terms of the 
law, which requires a certificate of the necessity of State officers only. 
See it. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


tz oS tea” 


ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OrricH, 
Richmond, June 20, 1864. 


report to the general commanding the army or department any com- 
missioned, non-commissioned officer or private in the cavalry service 
who misbehaves before the enemy, or who wastes or appropriates to 
his own use private property or who does violence to any citizen. 

The general commanding will take action (under General Orders, 
No. 53—No. 26) upon the report, and forward his order in each case, 
with a statement of the facts, for the information of the Department. 

By order: 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 22. Richmond, Va., June 21, 1864. 


J. The status and functions of the ‘‘temporary boards” seem to be 
generally misapprehended by the officers of conscription and the 
public. The persons composing these boards are selected after their 
enrollment from the most reliable and intelligent citizens of each 
county between the ages of forty-five and fifty years. Their status is 
that of private soldiers who are detailed for the performance of the 
duties devolved upon them. ‘These duties are simply to obtain the 
information for the enrolling officer that may be needed in the dis- 
charge of his duties, and, when required, to give him their written 
opinion. Theirreports are made to him. They are notinvested with 
any independent powers, but are merely charged with aiding the local 
enrolling officer in the mode prescribed in Circular No. 8, Bureau of 
Conscription, current series. The local and Congressional district 
enrolling officers are expressly required to supervise the action of 
these ‘‘ boards,” and will be vigilant to see that they faithfully per- 
form their duties and to prevent their exercising any independent 
power or authority. The enrolling officer is charged by the circular 
aforesaid with the careful and thorough investigation of every case, 
and required to report the facts developed in the investigation. The 
organization of the ‘‘temporary boards” was not designed to relieve 
him of any part of this duty, but simply to aid him in its proper dis- 
charge. The Bureau will hold him strictly responsible for the action 
taken in every case. 

Il. The certificate to be furnished by the head of the department 
where details for contractors are applied for will be procured when 
the case is forwarded to this Bureau for final action, and need not be 
required by the enrolling officers as precedent to their action. 

By command of Brig. Gen. J. 8. Preston, superintendent: 

Cc. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SALISBURY, N. C., June 22, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I reached Raleigh on the 
16th instant, and at once entered upon the duty assigned me—the 
inspection of the conscription service in this State. My attention in 
that city was particularly directed to the organization of the office of 
the commandant of conscripts, the amount and dispatch of business 
passing through it, the organization of the reserve forces recently 
called out, and the camp of instruction near the town. Col. Peter 
Mallett is the commandant for the State. He is immediately assisted, 
as appears by the accompanying list, by four officers and nine clerks. 
Two of the latter are able-bodied conscripts. Lieutenant Parish has 
charge of the department of applications for detail and the orders 
consequent thereon. The act of Congress of February 17, by making 
the Government the custodian and director, to a large extent, of the 
agricultural and industrial interests of the country, has given immense 
expansion to this class of business. The applications for detail are 
almost as numerous as the persons enrolled. For many of these the 
office at Raleigh is only the channel of communication with the Bureau 
at Richmond, but it must always be ready to account for any petition. 
Hence an elaborate system of registration is rendered necessary. 
There are over 100 applications for detail or renewal of detail daily. 
They consist generally of a recital of the claim and circumstances of 
the party, a report upon the case by a board of citizens, and the 
indorsements of the county and district enrolling officers. It is the 
duty of Lieutenant Parish to examine each petition carefully and to 
make such indorsements for Colonel Mallett’s signature as may be 
prescribed in cases covered by general rules. In eases of doubt the 
indorsement is dictated by the commandant. The papers are then to 
be recorded. Three clerks find constant employment in this work. 
One book contains the applecations for agricultural details, another 
those based upon the ground of public necessity, and a third those of 
contractors, Government officers, &c. Three hundred and nine appli- 
cations of the first class were made in the week ending June 18; 431 
of the second class have been made since April 25; thirty of the third 
class since June 5. Ido not think one officer can make these investi- 
gations with the patient care which is essential, and yet with the dis- 
patch so necessary to a proper conduct of the office, and I am therefore 
inclined to agree with Colonel Mallett in the opinion that another 
should be assigned to have exclusive charge of agricultural details. 

Besides investigating such applications going forward, Lieutenant 
Parish issues all orders, making the details when approved, and 
supervises the reports of detailed men required by law of railroad 
companies, and all other business specially relating to this class of 
persons. This officer seems well fitted for his work. Lieutenant 
Hardin distributes the mail matter as it arrives to the proper officers, 
issues all general instructions to enrolling officers and miscellaneous 
special orders, and performs the duties of adjutant of the post of 
Raleigh, of which Colonel Mallett is commandant. He seems to be 
kept busy all the time. Lieutenant Jones writes letters for the com- 
mandant, has his desk in the reception office, and disposes of all the 
verbal applications not requiring the attention of Colonel Mallett. 
He is also charged with the preparation of the regular returns and 
reports. There seemed to be sufficient work of this sort to keep him 
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constantly employed. Captain Cowper has charge of everything 
relating to the apprehension and return of deserters and other 
absentees without leave. Each application for the return of an 
_ absentee is recorded and then referred to the proper officer. When 
the paper comes back the final disposition of the man is noted in the 
record book. Some 7,000 such applications have been returned to 
commanding officers with the information required. I shall have 
oceasion to call attention to the practical working of this system in 
my reports upon the district and county offices. A clerk has charge 
of all business relating to the detail or exemption of free negroes. 
Colonel Mallett’s time is occupied with the supervision of these 
officers, the decision of the more difficult cases, the reception of 
numerous applicants in person, and the general direction of the con- 
scription service in the State. I passed three days in his office in 
studying its organization and familiarizing myself with the kind and 
amount of business transacted. The various duties are judiciously 
distributed, the necessary records are kept, and the work appears to 
be faithfully and well done, though without much claim to clerical 
elegance. Ihave never seen bureau officers or clerks more steadily 
engaged, and yet in one department at least the business appeared 
to be largely behindhand. The improvements to be effected in this 
part of the service would appear to be these: 

First. Such an increase of the staff in the commandant’s office as 
will make it possible each day to dispose of all business accumulating 
the day before. 

Second. The enforcement of a more rigid accountability upon dis- 


trict and county officers for the prompt return of all papers referred _ 


to them for investigation and opinion. 

These beneficial changes, however, would be but little felt without 
corresponding dispatch in the Bureau of Conscription. My reports 
upon the district and county offices will show that a great length of 
time usually elapses between the forwarding of a petition for detail 
in the country and the reception of the final decision from Richmond. 
Part of this delay, but not all, is due to our imperfect means of com- 
munication. The generality of papers, I am inclined to think, in this 
branch of the service can be acted upon immediately by each suc- 
cessive officer, after passing through the county office, because they 
contain within themselves the data for a decision. This, then, is the 
point to be reached, and in my opinion the present system of con- 
scription, with its vast and necessary complication of paper work, will 
never be in satisfactory operation till some tolerable approximation 
to it is gained. 

The act of Congress creating the reserves was approved February 
17, 1864. General Orders, No. 33, directing their enrollment, bears 
date March 15. Circular No. 8, of the Bureau, enforcing this order, 
is dated March 18. This circular was received in Raleigh on the 26th 
of March, and on the 28th Colonel Mallett issued orders thereupon to 
district officers. The notices issued by the latter, prescribing the 
days for enrollment in some of the districts, were as follows: Fifth 
(Raleigh) District: The notice is dated April 6 (a delay of more than 
a week), and fixes the first day of enrollment in one of the counties 
on April 18 and the last in another on June 30, Sixth (Greens- 
borough) District: Notice dated April 6. First day of enrollment, 
May 2; last, June 20. Third (Goldsborough) District: Notice dated 
April 3. First day of enrollment, April 12; last, May 31. Tenth 
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(Asheville) District: Notice dated May 12. First day of enrollment, 
June 5; last, July 26. On April 11 Colonel Mallett directed that the 
reserves should be at once assembled at the county seats, enrolled, 
and organized. Subsequently it was determined to organize the two 
classes separately, and on May 10 district officers were ordered to 
assemble the Junior Reserves at district headquarters for immediate 
organization. On May 23, before this order could be executed, the 
commandant directed that this class should be sent immediately to 
the following rendezvous for organization: Second and Third Dis- 
tricts to Goldsborough; Fourth District to Wilmington; Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh, and Eighth to Camp Holmes, Raleigh; Ninth District to 
Camp Vance, Morganton; Tenth District to Asheville. This was 
done, and the organization is now nearly complete. About 2,700 have 
been collected and formed into companies and battalions, and it is 
supposed the force will be increased to 3,000. 

This brief sketch will perhaps illustrate some of the delays insep- 
arable from the system of conscription and others which might have 
been avoided by greater diligence. The organization of the Senior 
Reserves is now going forward, and its progress will be indicated in 
my reports upon the district offices. A report of the inspection of 
Camp Holmes accompanies this communication. * 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ARCHER ANDERSON, 
Taeutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. ASSISTANT COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, 
August 14, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Adjutant-General for consideration of 
Honorable Secretary of War. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 17, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

The delays within referred to, by which many valuable men are 
withheld from the ranks at critical periods, were referred to in my 
report of inspections made at Camp Lee and of enrolling officers in 
this city. 

R. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*See June 16, p. 490. 
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CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 23. : Richmond, Va., June 24, 1864. 


All white men from the State of Maryland een the ages of sev- 
enteen and fifty years, who are now ‘‘residents of the Confederate 


States,” are, by virtue of the act of Congress ‘‘to organize forces to 


serve during the war,” in the military service of the Confederate States 
for the war. 

Commandants of conscripts will proceed to the immediate enroll- 
ment and examination of these persons in conformity with the pro- 
visions of Circular No. 8, Bureau of Conscription, current series. 

Those between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, determined by 
the Board of Examination to be capable of performing active service 
in the field, will be forwarded to Camp Lee, near Richmond, for assign- 
ment to the Maryland Line, but those between the said ages found 
unfit for field duty, but capable of performing some of the duties 
named in the eighth section of the aforesaid act of Congress, will be 
assigned to those duties by the commandants of conscripts of the State 
in which they respectively reside. 

Those between the ages of seventeen and eighteen and forty-five 
and fifty years will be disposed of by assignment or detail by the com- 
mandants of conscripts of the States in which they respectively reside, 
under sections five and eight of the aforesaid act of Congress and 
under Circular No. 20, Bureau of Conscription, current series. 

An active and vigorous execution of this order is required. 

By order of Brigadier- General Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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SOUTHERN DIVISION, MISSISSIPPI CENTRAL RAILROAD, 
Grenada, June 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. 8S. D. LEE, C. 8..Army, 
Meridian: 

DEAR Sir: I did not receive your letter* of the 16th of this month 
until after I had written and forwarded another asking permission to 
send cotton to Marshall and De Soto Counties to exchange for bacon 
to feed the hands at work on this road, otherwise I should not have 
made the second request. It is certain that unless the Government 
is willing to grant me some facilities in obtaining necessary supplies 
for the repairs and operating the road, it is worse than useless for me 
to continue my efforts to keep the road in operation, and it would be 
far better to let the Government take it and do as it may seem best. 
The entire road is in an unsafe condition. I have not the means ade- 
quate for the necessary repairs, nor can I procuré without Govern- 
ment aid, nor have I the necessary supplies to feed my hands but a 
few weeks more. When these are exhausted I must discontinue my 
trains and discharge my hands. There is no other alternative. Fif- 
teen miles of the road has been materially damaged between this and 
Canton, twelve miles seriously. I cannot hire hands to repair it. I 
would cheerfully do so if I could. To the company the working of 
the road is rather an injury than a benefit, as the expenses and taxes 
will absorb all of its income. It remains for the Governinent to deter- 
mine if the road is or will be useful to them or not. The difficulties 
in procuring the army supplies contracted for by me have been greatly 
increased since I entered into the engagement. I have spent no small 
amount of money and no little time in my efforts to comply with my 
contract. I have been disappointed in every way, and in no small 
degree by the price I was to pay for cotton when others were receiv- 
ing it at one-third the price that I was to pay, thus enabling them to 
offer greater profits to those who would deliver the articles required, 
besides being permitted to send out cotton as they pleased, and always 
keeping themselves in funds, which I have found it always impossible 
to do. I have delivered some teams, wagons, &¢., and could have 
delivered many more. ‘To-day Major Paxton refused to take 100 
mules on terms that I think he should have accepted, and of course I 
declined the purchase. I shall continue my efforts, but with faint 
hopes of success. 

I wrote you some days since by Mr. Wang, whom I sent to New 
Orleans. 

With respect, I remain your friend, 
W. GOODMAN, 
President. 


CLINTON, LA., June 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. STEPHEN D. LER, 
Enterprise: 


My D&AR Str: You will pardon the liberty I am about to take 
with you. I am astranger to you, but I plead the interest which we 
both have in our great cause as my excuse for addressing you. The 
trade between this section and Baton Rouge has been to a considera- 
ble extent revived. The usual effects have begun to follow. Our 


* Not found. 
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never existed. In the fall of 1862 the people in the county were 
making almost enough cloth to supply the demand. It was cloth of 
the best quality, such as any gentleman could wear. A large number 
of looms had been started and more were being put up. Everyone 
seemed willing to wear homespun, and nearly everyone did wear it. 
_ From the quantity of cloth in market I doubt not that in a short time 
_ the wants of the people would have been fully met. As soon as the 
trade was permitted with Baton Rouge the looms stopped and home- 
spun went out of fashion. The cloth made in the county sold in our 
own currency at $5 per yard. People preferred going to Baton Rouge 
and giving $15. The disposition to traffic became a mania until a 
large portion of our people were entirely corrupted. Our currency 
fell as low as fifteen for one in Federal paper. On the arrival in this 
- department of Col. J. 8. Scott this trade was stopped. Our currency 
at once went up, and sold at five to one in Louisiana bills, which were 
then at a premium. Confidence was being re-established and the 
prices of everything came down. I have stated there was no neces- 
sity for the trade, so far as clothing was concerned, and I give you 
the above facts in proof of it, together with the certificate of J. M. 
Bell, postmaster at this place. There never was any necessity for 
the trade arising from a scarcity of provisions. The county could 
have supported itself. To my own knowledge there has been more 
meat in it than there ever had been during any two years of peace. 
The supply of corn and potatoes was most ample. ‘To be sure, there 
was no flour, or coffee, or canvased hams, or sardines, all of which were 
bought out of Baton Rouge when the trade revived. In 1863, when 
the trade was fairly opened, the cry was a want of provisions. Since 
then we have had an addition to our army here of about 1,500 men, 
and I refer you to the statement of Captain Cammack, commissary, as 
to the manner in which the whole army is now supported. They live © 
on the provisions raised in the county. The necessity for trading 
with the enemy has been in every instance fictitious and false. The 
consequences have been desertions, and if it is allowed to continue it 
will work the ruin of our people. It should be stopped at once, and 
I appeal to you, in the name of God and our country, to stop it at 
once. The order should be imperative and peremptory. No discre- 
tion should be allowed any officer here, because such are now the 
falsehood and fraud among the people that the best of officers, if 
allowed any discretion, will be deceived by their representations. 
The State [ Legislature] of Louisiana at its last session passed an act . 
to purchase cotton cards for the people. Under this act an agent has 
been appointed, and a permit has been given to him to take into the 
enemy’s lines 1,000 bales of cotton. I beg leave to call your attention 
to the working of this policy. Cotton is now selling in New Orleans 
at $1 per pound. Cotton cards, as they are now brought out, in 
sheets, sell at $1 per pair. Suppose we double the price and put them 
at $2 per pair. At the last general election in Louisiana there were 
polled about 43,000 votes. At present, New Orleans and the adjacent 
parishes being in the hands of the enemy, the actual voters in the 
State do not exceed 20,000. There are, therefore, about 20,000 fami- 
lies in the State needing cotton cards. These cards, at the prices 
above stated, would cost at an outside figure $40,000, and 1,000 bales 
of cotton, worth $400,000, are to go into the hands of the enemy, 


_ The necessity urged in its behalf is that of food and clothing. 
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ostensibly to pay for these cards. The case needs only to be stated. 
But this is not the worst of it. This cotton, as soon as it reaches New 
Orleans, is sold at public-auction, and the Federal Government is 
always the highest bidder. The reason of this is that the Federal 
Government must have sterling in Europe to pay the interest upon 
its debts there. . 

From the statement above given you will perceive that the amount 
of cotton shipped under permit will immensely exceed the value of 
the articles needed by our people, and thus while attempting to relieve 
the wants of the Confederacy we are relieving the wants of our ene- 
mies in a tenfold greater degree. The remedy for this great evil is 
simple: 

First. Let the goods needed be brought in and delivered to a mili- 
tary officer of our Government at prices agreed upon. 

Second. Let an order then issue to one of our cotton agents for a 
sufficient number of bales of cotton to pay for these goods. 

Third. Let the party who receives the cotton produce a receipt from 
the collector of customs that the export duty upon this cotton has 
been paid, and upon this showing let the military officer here grant a 
safe-conduct to the cotton. In this way no more cotton will go out 
than is needed for the articles received. 

Permit me to say, in conclusion, that Col. J. S. Scott has given 
entire satisfaction to all loyal citizens in this section. He has done 
more in the short time he has been here to restore order and loyalty 
than all officers who had preceded him. 

As I have not the honor of. your personal acquaintance, you will 
pardon me for saying that I have been acting as receiver for Confed- 
erate States for the whole of Eastern and Southern Louisiana from 
the beginning of the war, and was lately district judge of this dis- 
trict. What I have written I believe to be true, and it is written with 
the purest of motives. 

Believe me, very truly, your obedient servant, 
JNO. McVEA. 


RICHMOND, June 24, 1864. 
Col. H. L. Chay, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond: 

Str: In reply to a letter I wrote to the Adjutant-General asking if 
Marylanders were entitled to their discharge at the expiration of 
their term of enlistment, you inclosed me the Secretary’s decision as 
follows: 

The privilege of being transferred to the Maryland Line will be cheerfully given 
to these Marylanders. Thus an opportunity will be given them to voluntarily 
enlist with companies for the redemption of their State. In other respects they 
surely ought not to complain that they are not on a footing with all other citizens 
or residents. The law is plain as to residents, and it must be admitted that they 


we poco of the Confederacy for an indefinite period; that is, for the war, at 
east. 


On the 16th instant I called at the office of the Adjutant-General 
and told you of the object of my visit; that I was in receipt of com- 
munications by mail and telegram from the very class of Marylanders 
referred to in the decision of the Honorable Secretary quoted—men 
who had left Baltimore to defend Charleston in the spring of 1861 
whose terms of service had expired, and who had applied to be trans- 
ferred to the Maryland Line in conformity to General Orders, No. 38 
from the War Department, and who complained in the communica- 


onths before, had not been granted. At yoursuggestion I addressed 
note to the Honorable Secretary on the subject, respectfully asking 
to be informed if the order referred to (No. 38) had been suspended 
_as far as Charleston was concerned. I was prompted to this inquiry 
by the fact of General Lee’s having requested me to suspend 4 oe 
efforts to withdraw Marylanders from his army to the Maryland 
camps till the present campaign was ended, which request I of course 
promptly complied with, fully acquiescing in its wisdom. This will, I 
_ presume, account for a fact to which you adverted in our brief inter- 
view—the limited number of men at General Elzey’s eamp. 

It is fair to assume that had General Lee not have thought that 
Marylanders in his army were in sufficient force to constitute a power, 
he would scarcely have considered it a matter of consequence if they 
did or did not continue in the Virginia and other State organizations 
in which they were serving, and to which their members were credited 
as citizens of those States. Supposing that a corresponding exigency 
might exist making it a matter of importance to detain the Mary- 
landers, entitled to transfer as stated, temporarily at Charleston, I had 
purposed, if my inference proved by the Secretary’s reply to be cor- 
rect, to appeal to the men who were complaining to me, asking them 
to continue their devotion to their flag in spite of their disappoint- 
ment till the exigency had expired. My letter referred to was sent to 

‘the Department on the 16th instant, and when I tell you that it was 
under no less a prompting than the expressed wishes of General Lee, 
and with the cordial approval and indorsement of His Excellency the 
President, that I embarked in the effort to rally my countrymen, and 
that I have expended some thousands of dollars, private means, in 
the effort to accomplish that object, I think that you will admit that 
my request to be furnished with the information asked, for the use 
stated, was neither improper nor unreasonable; yet to this day my 
communication remains unnoticed. Self-respect would have impelled 
me to drop the matter here, for I don’t choose to be considered as 
troublesome to any of your bureaus, but for another letter received 
from Charleston yesterday, making representations which, if true 
(and I see no reason to discredit them), are of so extraordinary a char- 
acter, and so at variance with what I know to have been the purposes 
of His Excellency the President, that I am utterly at a loss to account 
for them. . 

When I visited Charleston in April last (which I did by request of 
the Maryland officers and other gentlemen of that State, and at the 
urgent entreaty of the men there who wrote to me to visit them) I 
had a frank and full conversation and understanding on the subject 
with General Beauregard, who acknowledged the justice of the Pres- 
ident’s purpose in authorizing the organization of the Marylanders 
into one body, and also conferred with General Ripley on the subject, 
both of whom bore testimony to the bravery and devotion of these 
men to the South, and General Ripley informed me, if I am right in 
my recollection, that a board of officers convened for the purpose had 
decided that these men were entitled to their discharge, they having 
served out their full term of enlistment and had sent their decision to 
the War Department. General Beauregard told me frankly that 
under the Order No. 38 he considered all the Marylanders in his 

department entitled to transfer to the Maryland Line, and an officer 
was selected of his command, and with his consent, to make that 
decision known to them, and with the knowledge and full consent of 
General Beauregard I visited the Marylanders who were under arrest 


eferred to that their transfers, though sent on more than tw b= 
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for demanding their discharge, and at my instance they resumed their 
duty with the promise that they should be transferred to the Mary- 
land Line. What makes this case more remarkable and seemingly 
harder is the fact that at the beginning of our troubles, when the 
Charleston people first apprehended conflict in February, 1861, an 
. appeal was made to Maryland in her behalf, and her officers visited 
Baltimore to get volunteers for the defense of that city. These were 
the men who with others to the number of some 500 or 600, as I learned— 
many of whose remains now lie buried in the defenses about that city— 
first responded to that appeal, and history will tell how bravely they 
did their duty, and they don’t ask (decimated though their numbers 
be) to quit the service, but to be dealt with fairly in accordance with 
the wishes and purposes of the President, to be allowed to fight side 
by side with the men of their own State—a privilege secured to citi-- 
‘zens of all the States having a Congressional representation and 
intended by law to be accorded to Marylanders. 

In writing thus plainly I desire you to understand that it is in no 
spirit of captiousness, still less with purpose of disrespect to the Hon- 
orable Secretary or any of the agents of the Department, and I may 
safely say from no selfish purpose of any kind. I know that Iam above 
any imputation of that sort in the estimation of all high-minded men 
of Maryland who hold the honor of their State in due estimation, and 
hence feel that I can afford to speak with frankness on the affairs of 
that State. 

In appointing General Elzey to command the Maryland Line, I 
think I know that it was done to put at rest a point that has been a 
constant bone of contention among aspiring emigrants from that State, 
and interfered very considerably with the organization and useful- 
ness of the Maryland people. Notwithstanding the appointment of 
General Elzey, the name of another officer has appeared almost daily 
in the Richmond press signed officially as the ‘‘Commanding officer 
of the Maryland Line,” which has served to create a feeling of distrust 
as to the future of that organization. 

And I deem it proper also to advert to a fact that may or may not 
be within your knowledge—that an enlisted man has been detailed 
from Colonel Johnson’s command to the Department and placed in 
charge of applications for transfer to Camp Howard, and that appli- 
cations made at the same time and from the same regiments for trans- 
fer to the camps (Howard and Maryland) have in the cases of those 
for Camp Howard been promptly granted, whilst those wishing to go 
to Camp Maryland are unnoticed. Such I am sure you will agree 
with me was no part of the purpose of the President, and hence I con- 
clude that there is some influence actively at work to defeat the proper 
organization of the Maryland Line. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. P. KANE. 


P. S5.—I inclose for your information a copy of my last letter from 

Charleston referred to. 
Gz Rak 
{Inclosure.] 
SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, 8. C., June 18, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE P. KANE: 

Str: We received your very kind letter, through Lieutenant Reveley, _ 
and were satisfied we would get our transfer to Virginia in a few days, 
but our hopes now are all vanquished. We have been transferred from 
the city to this island, and here our adjutant presented a writing to 
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to sign to the effect that we did not desire a transfer, but wished 
_toremain here. Not one in our regiment signed it, but he told som: 
of us that we need not expect a transfer, and he would do all that 
_ was in his power to stop us from going. General Jones sent his assist- 
ant adjutant-general to see us about it. He did not see one of us in 
this regiment, but went to two Dutchmen in the infantry band, and 
another man belonging to the infantry, formerly from Washington 
City, who agreed toremain here. General Ripley now says that there 
are no more Marylanders to be sent on, and there are only a few Irish 
and Dutch who are dissatisfied and want to leave here. Captain 
Feilden, General Jones’ assistant adjutant-general, did not consult 
one of us, and we are satisfied now that it is the officers in command ' 
here who are determined to do all in their power to keep us from 
going and defeat the ordeits of the Government. We are very much 
dissatisfied here, and since making the application for transfer we 
are treated very indifferently by the officers in command. We appeal 
to you, sir, to use your influence to the utmost, as we are afraid they 
will defeat us from getting off. There are between twenty and thirty 
of us on this island who are very anxious to get among our friends 
and relations in the old Maryland Line, and all the bounty which they 
are offering, and persuasion they are offering, cannot induce us to 
stay here with them. Our best wishes for your welfare and happiness. 
Very respectfully, i 
JOHN EH. CHAMBERS, 
RICHARD BRISCOE, 
THOMAS KANE, 
WILLIAM HELMSLEY, 
MICHAEL DONAHOE, 
First: Regiment South Carolina Artillery, 
Company D, Captain McM. King. 


[JUNE 24, 1864.—For Seddon to Bonham, in regard to the reserve 
forces of South Carolina remaining at home, see Series I, Vol. XXXV, 
Part IT, p. 539. | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., June 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. 8. D. LEE, 
Meridian, Miss.: 

GENERAL: I am much interested that the cotton held by the Treas- 
ury Department, in small lots, contiguous to the railroads, or navi- 
gable streams in Mississippi and Alabama, or in exposed positions, 
should be transported to Mobile, from whence it may be shipped for 
Government account, or to some place where it may be -put in order 
with new bagging and rope. You will therefore please direct all 
officers within your command to afford to the Treasury agents all 
possible facilities of transportation. Now that the crops are laid by, 
there will be less difficulty in procuring necessary labor and teams. 
The preservation of all the Government cotton scattered through 
these States is of the utmost importance, and I desire you to render 
to the Treasury agents all the facilities and assistance you can. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, 
33 R R—SERIES IV, VOL UL 


514 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


[JUNE 25, 1864.—For Allen to Seddon, in relation to three battali 
of mounted men authorized by the Legislature of Louisiana for serv 
ice as conservators of the peace, see Series 1, Vol. LIII, p. 1003.] 


. GRENADA, June 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. 8. D. Len, C. 8. Army, 
Meridian: 

My DrAr Str: Recently I have had occasion to trouble you about 
many things. I regret that it was my seeming duty to do so. Ido 
not know if it is the wish of the Government authorities to have the 
Central road kept in repair or not. If it has such a desire they must 
aid now in obtaining tools, materials, provisions, and labor. I dis- 
like asking for aid, and do not do so except from. necessity. I have 
asked permission to send cotton into the northern counties to exchange 
for bacon, believing it to be better than to ask the Government to sell 
ittome. I have also asked to exchange cotton for tools and mate- 
rials. It is not probable that more than fifty or sixty bales would be 
required to be sent forward to supply our present necessities. If 
these are denied me, then I shall have to request you to direct the 
commissaries to sell me provisions (bacon) for our hands. But why 
deny the road what is done by individuals almost daily, and, as is 
generally believed, by army officers located at this place and north of 
here? There is probably no proof that army officers here are inter- 
ested in contracts and shipment of cotton, yet there is not an intelli- 
gent person in the community who does not believe it from cireum- 
stances of almost daily occurrence. If they labor to supply the Army 
it is well, but if for their own profit it is more to be condemned than 
if done by a private person. - 

I wrote to you some days since by Mr. Wang in reference to a propo- 
sition from New Orleans, and took occasion then to refer to some of 
the causes that had prevented my compliance with the agreement I 
made with you. Those causes are as prominent and as evident to-day 
as whenI then wrote. Ihavespared no exertions or expense to comply 
with my contract, and shall not relax my exertions until you request 
me todo so. I made the contract in good faith, and more to serve our 
cause than profit. I will endeavor to comply with it. 

I see others sending cotton into the Federal lines almost daily. 
What they bring back I do not know. Doubtless you do. Orders 
from Federal military commanders have for several weeks prevented 
me from doing anything. These orders,.as I now understand, have 
been changed. Perhaps some supplies may now be obtained. I con- 
fess I have been less successful than I thought I should be. A few 
days since I offered to supply Major Paxton from 100 to 200 mules at 
from $150 to $200 each, and receive pay in cotton at 124 cents, the 
price, as I was informed, that he sold to others for the same articles; 
100 mules were ready for delivery. He declined my offer, doubtless 
for good reasons, and seemed to expect [me] to deliver mules and take 
pay in cotton at 35 cents, my contract price. This I shall not attempt to 
do when he pays others in cotton at a much less price. Iam no block- 
ade-runner, and will not knowingly violate civil law or military orders 
for gain. Others may and are doing so. I have thought you were 
entitled to some explanation as to the cause of my failure. I could 
give many others than those referred [to], but they would be founded 
on belief only. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 
W. GOODMAN. 


ree | 


ATE STATE sor AMERICA, | 
DEpP?., BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION 


tse Richmond, Va., 


lative to the act of Congress, No. 13, approved June 7, 
and published in General Orders, No. 53, Adjutant and 
tor General’s Office, current series, and entitled ‘‘An act to 
dso much of an act entitled ‘An act to organize forces to serve 
x the war,’” approved February 17, 1864, as relates to the 
mption of certain religious denominations: 

-B REAU OF CONSCRIPTION: 

__ The attention of the Bureau is called to the act of Congress, approved June 7, 

1864, and entitled an act to amend so much of an act to organize forces to serve 

_ during the war, approved February 17, 1864, as relates to the exemption of certain 

religious denominations. This act is published in Orders, No. 53 (No. 18). 

The privilege conferred by the act extends to all persons who belonged to the 
religious denominations mentioned in the act of October, 1862, at the date of that 
act, and who are now liable to conscription under the act of February, 1862. 

_ The testimony required by the General Orders, No. 82, will be sufficient to 
ascertain the claim of the applicant for exemption, and the same course of pro- 
ceeding as to the payment of the tax can be adopted under this act as was used 
under the act of October referred to. It is understood that a large addition has 

- been made to these denominations since the enactment of October, 1862, from 

_ families not previously connected with them. This has been a cause for distrust 
_ and probably led to the adoption of the precise language of the act. 

~ The Department has exercised a liberal indulgence in favor of those who held 
_ or were supposed to hold conscientious scruples upon the subject of bearing arms, 

but there is no reason for affording any countenance to efforts to avoid the per- 
formance of public duty by hypocritical pretenses of a religious belief, which has 
no root in the conscience or influence upon the conduct. 


By order: ; 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


“ou 


Aided’ i nl 


The attention of the officers of conscription is specially directed to 
the foregoing communication from the Department as furnishing the 
rules and principles by which they will be guided in dealing with per- 
sons within military age who are members of the religious denomi- 
nations referred to in the said act. 

-. II. The sale to the Government or to the families of soldiers at 
prices fixed by the commissioners of the State under the impressment 
act of the marketable surplus remaining after furnishing the Govern- 
ment with the stipulated quantity of provisions and which he may 
raise from year to year, while his exemption continues, is made by the 
act of Congress approved February 17, 1864, one of the conditions of 
exemption allowed to an overseer or agriculturist. A claim is asserted 
by some of those exempted as agriculturists to exchange such part of 

the aforesaid surplus as they may please for supplies of provisions, 
clothing, and the like, to be consumed in family use, and to sell to the 
Government or the families of soldiers only what may remain of such 
surplus after making said exchanges. 

~ This claim is in violation of law and of their contract with the Goy- 
ernment and cannot be allowed. 

Upon satisfactory evidence being furnished that persons exempted 
_as overseers or agriculturists have or are thus disposing of their sur- 
plus productions by exchange as aforesaid, enrolling officers will 
arrest all such persons, forward them to their nearest camps of 
instruction, to be retained there until final action shall be taken and 
announced in their cases, and forward through the proper channels 


g communication has been received from the War 


> 


~ .of communication to this Bureai 
stances of each case. a ie + het AS 
Every agriculturist or overseer upon receiving his certificat 
exemption should be informed that the action indicated above will be 
taken in the event of his not disposing of his marketable surplu in 3 
accordance with the requirements of law. : Maa 

By command of Brig. Gen. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

CB. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


~~. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, — | 
Richmond, Va., June 27, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. HOWELL CoBB, 
Macon, Ga.: 

GENERAL: At the late session of Congress a law was passed requiring 
the appointment of a commissioner for each Congressional district to 
receive and take proof in relation to claims for property informally 
impressed for the use of the Army and not yet paid-for. These posi-. 
tions should be filled by persons of well established character for loy- 
alty and justice. ‘In the adjustment of such claims all the feelings 
would be enlisted against the Government and in favor of the claim- 
ants, and the appointees should possess sufficient firmness to resist 
their sympathies and deal equitably with both the individual and the 
Government. I am‘ desirous of making these appointments as early 
as possible and shall be pleased to receive from you any suggestions 
which will aid me in selecting suitable persons in Georgia. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., June 27, 1864. 
Surg. S. E. CHAILLE, 
Ocmulgee Hospital, Macon, Ga.: 

Str: I am in receipt of your communication of the 11th instant, and 
in reply have to state for your information that the Secretary of War 
authorizes payment for negroes at the rate of $400 per annum, con- 
sidering that sum not more than equal to $300 with clothing. You 
cannot allow owners of negroes to draw the commutation for their 
rations, they agreeing to feed them. Such policy would result in the - 
negroes stealing supplies from the hospitals; and besides, General 
Orders, No. 25, require surgeons in charge to draw this commutation 
and expend it. If, with the additional $100 allowed, negroes cannot 
be retained with their owners’ consent, they must be impressed into 
service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. P. MOORE, 
P Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


ssissippi, IER ana East Louisian 
and indorsements thereon, see Series I, Vol 


‘4 = are STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Vas June 29, 1864. 


Meridian, Miss.: © fate 
DP recperionce of the mischiefs resulting i in many ways fom authority : 
to raise new organizations within the enemy’s lines, concurring with 
the President’s fixed opinion, constrains me to withhold the authority 
_ you ask in your telegram of 25th.* Every effort should be made to 
- conseribe and assign to old organizations men of military age when- 
ever accessible. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


. : RICHMOND, VA., June 29, 1864. 
Col. GEORGE B. HODGE: ae 
(Care of H. R. Davis, Woodville, Miss.) 3 
Abuses are said to exist in relation to trade in cotton, involving the 
public property and Government officers. Make investigation in 
nepard. to it in the region of ‘your inspection. 
| JEFFERSON®D AVIS. 


ete i ul 


——_—— 


[JUNE 29, 1864.—For Anderson to Bragg, in relation to the organ- 
ization and. employment of Florida reserves, see Series I, Vol. LIII, 
p. 345.4— 


GENERAL ORDERS, - ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 57. Richmond, June 30, 1864. 

I. Persons between eighteen and forty-five years of age will not 
be permitted to hold office in the reserve forces unless they are phys- 
ically unfit for active duty or permanently exempt from field duty. 

II. Staff officers for the reserve forces will be appointed from that 
class, or assigned from the lists of retired or supernumerary officers. 

III. Men detailed from the Army will constitute a portion of the 
reserve forces at the posts where they are serving, and will do duty 
with them when the reserves are called into active service. 

IV. The appropriation made by the act of Congress approved 
February 17, 1864, for the pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and clerks, including current and extraordinary expenses, in 
the conscription service, will be drawn from the Treasury upon requi- 
sitions in the usual form, made by the superintendent of the Bureau 
of Conscription in favor of such bonded officers as may be designated 
by him. 

ie Funds will be placed in the hands of such quartermasters 
attached to the conscript service in each State as may be deemed 


* Not found. 


* 2 Se ee ey ee ee ne 
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expedient by the superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription, and =a 
will be disbursed upon similar vouchers, and, as near as may be, 
according to the forms and regulations prescribed for the Quarter- 
master’s Department. All returns, vouchers, reports, accounts 
current, abstracts, and summary statements connected with the dis- 
bursement of these funds will be forwarded to the Bureau of Con- 
scription at the stated periods and in the manner and form prescribed 
by the general regulations of the Quartermaster’s Department. 

VI. All accounts for pay of officers, clerks, and employés, and for 
current and extraordinary expenses of the conscription service, will 
be paid only upon the order or approval of the commandant of con- 
scripts for the State wherein such accounts and expenses may be 
incurred, or upon the order or approval of the superintendent of the 
Bureau of Conscription. < 

VII. The compensation and commutation or other allowances of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates of the Army who 
_may be detailed for service under the orders of the Bureau of Con- 
scription will be paid, as heretofore, by quartermasters, out of the 
appropriation for pay of the Army and the service of the Quarter- 
master’s Department. 

VIII. The superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription will estab- 
lish such additional special regulations as he may deem necessary for 
the instruction and control of disbursing and other officers of the con- 
script service in the disbursement of the appropriation for that service. 

TX. When a command is ordered away or separated from the com- 
missary of subsistence under whom a hospital fund has accrued, he 
will turnover the fund to the commissary or acting commissary of 
such command. : 

X. Paragraph VIII, General Orders, No. 125, 1863, is hereby 
revoked. Commanding officers of regiments, battalions, &e., will 
cause to be made out on the Ist and 15th of each month a roll of all 
deserters and absentees from their commands and forward the same, 
through the proper channels, to Brig. Gen. John 8. Preston, superin- 
tendent of the Bureau of Conscription. The roll will embrace the 
company and regiment to which the deserter or absentee belongs, the 
county in which he resides, where it is supposed he may be found, and 
such other information as may lead to his prompt arrest. This order 
will not apply to commands in the Trans-Mississippi Department. 

XI. The reserve forces of the several States are under the perma- 
nent direction and control of the general officers respectively assigned 
to their command by the President. Department, district, and other 
commanders of the active forces may have, for the time being, the 
direction of the military movements of such reserve forces as may be 
turned over to their command for service, but are forbidden to disband 
those forces, or otherwise interfere with any matters pertaining to 
their permanent organization, except with the concurrence of the 
general commanding the reserves of a State. 

XII. When no longer required for service with the active forces the 
reserve troops will be immediately turned over to the commander of 
reserves for the State. 

XII. General officers commanding reserves for the several States 
will be held responsible in all matters relating to the efficiency and 
permanent organization of their commands. 

XIV. Leaves of absence and furloughs will not be granted to reserve 
troops, except by the general commanding the reserves for the States 


sence and furlough ( ' 
rving in the field if, in the judgment part- 
it be incompatible with the public safety to gram 


--§. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


‘ 


«Cir R CONFEDERATE. STATES OF AMERICA, 
j WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
N25 Richmond, Va., June 30, 1864. 
_  Commandants of conscripts will forthwith communicate to enrolling 
_ Officers these instructions, made by order of the Secretary of War: 
In the class of reserves enrolling officers will under no circum- 
_ stances receive applications for or grant details until after the organ- 
ization of the companies and the transmission of the rolls to the 
general commanding the reserves, and then only under instructions 
from said generals commanding. : 
By a decision of the Secretary of War the jurisdiction of the con- — 
_ seript authorities over the classes of reserves extends simply and — 
Z _ exclusively to granting exemptions prescribed by the act of Congress 
entitled ‘‘An act to organize forces to serve during the war.” 
These exemptions are provided for in the tenth section of said act, 
but there shall be excluded from these exemptions thus authorized to 
be granted in the reserve classes all contained in the last clause of 
the fourth paragraph of said section from the words ‘‘in addition to 
the foregoing exemptions” to the conclusion of said fourth paragraph. 
Except as herein specified, in all matters pertaining to the reserve 
classes enrolling officers, by order of the Secretary of War, are to 
obey the orders of generals commanding reserves, but no enrolling 
officer, under any plea, will be held to be excused from the full per- 
formance of his regular duties prescribed by and under the orders of ~ 
this Bureau, and no assertion that duties under orders of the general_ 
commanding reserves have prevented the due performance of other 
duties will be accepted by this Bureau. The Secretary of War has 
directed all details heretofore granted inconsistent with these instruc- 
tions will be promptly revoked and the men placed on the company 
rolls. . 
Paragraph XIV of Circular No. 8, Bureau of Conscription, current 
series, is hereby revoked. 
By command of Brig. Gen. J. 5. Preston: — 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


eo 


[JUNE —, 1864.—For Claybrook, Straughan, and Brent to Davis, 
soliciting the exemption of Northumberland County, Va., from further 
conscription on condition of serving in companies for home defense, 
and indorsements thereon, see Series I, Vol. XL, Part II, p. 704. ] 
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Consolidated abstract from returns of the Confederate Army on or about June 
30, 1864. 


[Compiled from such returns as are on file in the War Department. ] 


Aggre- 
Present for duty. | 4 ggre- gate ER ocd 
Command. Ewe oe Se ae present return. 
present. and : 
Officers. Men. absent. 
Army of Northern Virginiaa (Lee) .--.------- 4, 261 51, 069 66,141 | 101,464} June 30,1864. 
Department of Western Virginia and East |.--------- 2, 922 3, 359 5,199 | Aug. 1, 1864. 
‘Tennessee (Morgan). . 
Department of Richménd (Ewell) -.-----.----- 358 5, 784 7,179 9,190 | J, 0, 1864. 
Department of North Carolina and Southern |.....----.|----------|----------|---------- 
Virginiab (Beauregard). . 
Walley Distriche (Marly) .<<-2-+--<sacisa0ce=sc)ao+>--eee-|eaemeaesea|==—==5 se llets <a cere 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 704 11, 114 14, 278 18, 383 | June 30,1864. 
lorida (Jones). 
Army of Tennessee d (Johnston).--.--.--..--- 6, 066 56, 681 77,441 | 137,992 | June 30,1864, 
Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and 1, 168 18, 212 16, 685 29, 823 | June 30,1864. 
East Louisiana (S. D. Lee). : 
District of the Gulf (Maury) ......---.--.----- | 296 3, 905 4,984 7,305 | June 30, 1864, 
District of Western North Carolina (Palmer) - 66 800 1,017 1,612 | July 1, 1864. 
Trans-Mississippi Departmente (E. K. Smith). 191 2, 931 3, 680 4,879 | June 30,1864. 
Ot ech e ots gininna fen wg cir oe eueisigane site 13, 110 148, 418 194,764 | 315, 847 


alIncluding the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, but exclusive of the Second 
Army Corps (Early), temporarily detached, and Dearing’s brigade of cavalry, not reported. 

b Included in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

c No returns of anapproximate date. 

d Exclusive of the Georgia State troops under G. W. Smith, for which there are no returns. 

e Embraces only the returns of the First and Second Sub-Districts of Texas (Hawes and Bates com- 
manding, respectively). There are no complete returns of the department on file between January 1, 
1864, and September 30, 1864. The return for the latter date is, however, unintelligibly prepared, and 
the usual form of abstract cannot, therefore, be compiled. It shows a ‘‘total enlisted present” of 
45,927; ‘‘aggregate present,’’ 52,867; ‘‘aggregate present and absent,”’ 76,834. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, July 1, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT: 

Sir: I deem it proper to bring to your notice the inclosed statements 
of the several officers in charge of naval ordnance works, disclosing 
- as they do an evil from which serious embarrassments to the public 
interests are suffered. 

The letters inclosed show that much of the machinery and power of 
these valuable establishments are lost to the Government for the want 
of a few mechanics who are in the field and who, from time to time, 
have been asked for. The Selma works cannot make more than one 
gun in a week, whereas with a proper number of mechanics it could 
manufacture, with carriages and equipments complete, three in a week, 
and in a few months one every day; and not only our vessels at Mobile, 
but all the land works for its defense, could be supplied with heavy 
banded and rifled ordnance. It has sufficient tools and power to 
furnish all the shot and shell for the Navy, whereas it has not been 
able to supply them for the few guns it has made. 

Lieutenant McCorkle, at Atlanta, reports that he cannot fill even 
the limited orders sent him for munitions of war for the want of 
mechanics. 

Chief Engineer Ramsay, at Charlotte, says that ‘“‘a number of the 
most important tools of the shops are idle a large portion of the time 
for the want of mechanics to work them.” He refers also to his ina- 
bility, without mechanics, to do the work required of him on locomo- 


nd ane the hough iw 

¢ yl fill the orders sent him for munitions 
» reports possess special interest at this time, when we 
by the proprietors of the Tredegar Works that they can ot + 

s with gun-iron, the Grace furnace having been destroyed 


; ‘he weight ‘of the guns now employed in our land works renders 
their removal upon the withdrawal of troops impracticable; and 
should we be compelled to retire from Richmond the largest portion 
0 such guns in the Confederacy would necessarily be lost. These S 
considerations suggest the importance of having a supply of such a. 
guns distributed at many points. There is not a spare one in the : 
_ Confederacy. 
The reports of the enemy’s naval officers commanding iron-clad 
ships concur with the results of our own experiments in showing 
that the heavy navy rifles are the most effective ordnance yet used 
_ against those vessels. Their range and accuracy are very satisfac- 
‘tory; and, while some of them have been fired without visible strain 
from 500 to 1,500 times in conflict, none of them have burst when 
_ properly handled. In establishing the battery at Howlett’s recently 
we were compelled to remove one VII-inch rifle from Drewry’s Bluff— 
the only one at that point—and one from the gun-boat Drewry; and 
the gun which was dismounted in this battery by the enemy still —— 
_ remains unbanded for the want of mechanics to do the work. 
Under these circumstances I have the honor to suggest that a board 
of army and navy officers be directed to ascertain and report the 
number and class of mechanics required to develop the full power of 
the public shops employed upon munitions of war, and that details 
to meet these demands be made from conscript camps or the Army. 
i With great respect, your obedient servant, 
S. R. MALLORY, 
—— Secretary of the Navy. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


COMMANDANT’S OFFICE, NAVAL STATION, 
Char lotte, N. C., May 6. , 1864. 
Commander JOHN M. BROOKE, 
Chief Bureau Ordnance and Hydrography, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: In answer to your letter of the 2d instant, directing me to 
inform you more clearly of the necessity of detailing additional 
mechanics to be employed in these works, I have to state that a num- 
ber of our most important tools are idle a large portion of the time 
for the want of mechanics to work them, and some of these tools, the 
steam hammer for instance, are the only tools of their class in the 
Confederacy, and many of the large forgings required in the building 
and arming of war vessels can only be. made with the assistance of 
these tools. 

In addition to this there are now six locomotives on the railroads 
‘between Wilmington and Richmond thrown out of use owing to their 
crank axles having been broken, and new axles can only be forged at 
this establishment. The Secr etary of the Navy has ordered this work 
to be done here, as the locomotives are greatly needed to transport 
supplies to the Ar my and Navy, but it is impossible to make any con- 
siderable headway on them, as our presgp | force is inadequate to 
manufacture projectiles, gun carriages, ®&c., for arming vessels as 


~ 
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fast as they are required. At this time we are working at night and 
on Sundays and still are not able to fill orders for munitions of war as 
is desired. — : ae Bev. ; 

I understand from you that the iron-clad Virginia at Richmond is 
now in readiness for action except her gun carriages and wrought-iron 
projectiles, which are being made at these works. If we had a full 
foree of mechanics this work would haye been finished in one-half 
the time. 

The following is a list of the additional mechanics required to give 
employment to the tools, forges, and furnaces now in operation: 

Seven machinists, eight blacksmiths, eight gun-carriage makers, 


two blockmakers, one pattern maker, one coppersmith, two molders. — 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. ASHTON RAMSAY, 
Chief Engineer, C. S. Nawy, in Charge. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


NAVAL ORDNANCE WORKS, 
: Atlanta, May 7, 1864. 
Capt. J. M. BRooKg, C. S. Navy, ; 
Chief of Ordnance and Hydrography, 

Navy Department, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: In reply to your letter of the 2d instant I would state that 
there are employed at these works at present three molders, four 
machinists, and one blacksmith, exclusive of the foreman. I require, 


to perform ordinary work, nine molders, five blacksmiths, and eleven . 


machinists. I have been prevented from manufacturing munitions 
- of war (enough to supply orders) by the want of mechanics. At one 
time last year I had no lumber for shell boxes, and the commander of 
the camp of instruction in this district refused to detail a sawyer who 
owned a mill on the ground that the man wished to get out of tlie 
Army by obtaining a contract. 

I have been for four months unable to have forged the wrought-iron 
bolts for the Brooke gun for the want of blacksmiths. Major-General 
Maury detailed a second-rate blacksmith to me, but revoked the order 
two weeks ago, remanding him to his regiment, although wrought-iron 
bolts will be an important item in the defense of Mobile. Nearly all 
the lathes are idle for want of hands. The officers do not seem to be 
aware that each rifle shell has to be turned in a lathe. 

I have asked for details until I am tired; and even those conscripts 
who are unwillingly detailed to the works are accompanied by so 
many orders and so many papers (the orders are changed once a 
week) that a clerk is constantly employed to try and keep their papers 
correct. 

It would appear that officers employed in manufacturing ordnance 
are not deemed patriotic by the Conscript Bureau, as they seem to 
think that an officer who asks for the detail of a man to do Govern- 
ment work is doing something wrong. They require so many descrip- 
tive lists of him, so many certificates, that it is absolutely appalling. 
I think with the additional number of mechanics mentioned above, 
detailed for the war, I could prepare six times (or more) as much 
ammunition and ordnance stores as I do now. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BOS. D. P. McCORKLE, 
Lneutenant, Commanding Naval Ordnance Works. 


_—e- 


ander JOHN M. BROOKE, C. 8. Navy, Seance 

2 In Charge, &c., Richmond, Va.: ae 

Our facilities for completing guns have been lately much | 

d by improvements in the machinery for boring and turning © 

ns and bands. But these improvements will not benefit us if 

1acksmith force is not increased. We want more good black- 

ths for heavy forging. We now do not average more bands than 

Be aspes gun aweek. If the bands could be forged elsewhere it would 
assist. 

; _ Very respectfully, 


CATESBY AP R. JONES, 
Commandant. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


NAVAL GUN FOUNDRY AND ORDNANCE WORKS, 
Selma, May 14, 1864. 
Commander J. M. BROOKE, eee 
Office of Ordnance and Hydrography, Richmond, Va.: = 
sir: Yours of the 2d instant in relation to the number of mechanics 
3 needed for these works has been received. I have repeatedly called 
_ the attention of the Department to this subject. Had my applica- 
tions for mechanics been granted the rolling-mill would have been 
in operation last fall and it would have rolled iron enough for all our 
_ vessels, and we would also have cast guns for all their batteries and 
furnished them to the fortifications. The rolling-mill is not yet in 
operation. We now cannot turn out more than one gun a week, but 
with a proper number of mechanics could turn out three a week, and 
inw few months one a day. We have not been able to furnish shot 
and shell for the guns we have made. We ought to supply the whole 
Navy. 
| ainion to our present force we could employ with great advan- 
tage to the Government twenty-five molders, twenty-five machinists, 
and twenty blacksmiths, and if the works are to be increased, forty 
carpenters and masons. d 
Very respectfully, 
. CATESBY AP R. JONES, 
Commandant. 


CIRCULAR.] ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., July 1, 1864. 
The act of Congress approved February 17, 1864, and incorporated 
in General Orders, No. 26, current series, declares that the duties of 
provost and hospital guards and clerks, of clerks, guards, agents, 
employés, or laborers in the Commissary, Quartermaster’s, and Ord- 
nance Departments shall be performed by persons within eighteen and 
forty-five years of age who are reported, by a board of army surgeons, 
unable to perform active duty in the field; and when that class shall 
have been exhausted, by those between forty-five and fifty years. 
General orders enjoin upon officers the observance of this law, and 
allow details of able-bodied men to continue until the 10th of April, 
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1864, when the head of any department or the chief of any bureau, or 
the principal officer of the same in any State, shall certify them to be 


necessary for that time to carry on the business in which they are — 


employed. - ; i ‘ 

Subsequently the Secretary of War issued the following instruc- 
tions: 

That the chief of the department should certify : ae 

First. That the detail is indispensably necessary for the business for which it 
is asked. 

Second. That diligent effort has been made to obtain the services of a person 
not liable to military service in the field, and that such effort will be continued. 

Third. And furnish a descriptive list of the detailed persons. No details will 
be granted by the Bureau of Conscription for any department of the Government 
except on such certificate signed by the chief. The certificate of any inferior 
officer wiJl not be admissible. The details will be made for six months, subject 
to revocation by the Secretary of War, and their renewal-will be dependent on 
the terms of the certificate presented. Application for these details will be made 
to the Bureau of Conscription. 


It is represented that, notwithstanding these orders and the severe 
penalty attached to the violation of the law, few persons fit for field 
duty and detailed in the Department and Bureau have been returned 
to their commands or turned over to the officers of the Conscription 
Bureau; ‘and that the certificates required by the orders of the Sec- 
retary of War have been rarely furnished. Jn consideration of these 
facts, the President directs me to call your special attention to the 
law and orders under it, and to require that you cause a prompt 
investigation to be made throughout your department to the end that 
it may be shown that officers have violated and are now disregarding 
the law. The reports of subordinate officers should be consolidated 
in your office, and show the name of the officer and the number of 
clerks, &c., their age and physical condition, and by whose authority 
he employs them. You will state from the evidence exhibited by the 
officer whether the law in the case of each clerk, &¢., has been con- 
formed to. ‘The consolidated reports will be forwarded from time to 
time to this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 1, 1864. 
Mrs. SARAH EK. HOWENTON and OTHER LADIES, 
Halifax Court-House, N. O.: 

Lapigs: The’President has referred to this Department your peti- 
tion in behalf of the deserters from the Army. The feelings of sym- 
pathy and consideration which induced your appeal are fully appre- 
ciated, and felt to be honorable and natural to the sensibilities of the 
gentler sex. You do not, however, fully realize the absolute neces- 
sity of maintaining the discipline of the Army and retaining the sol- 
diers to their standards, and that the rigid enforcement of the death 
penalty, painful and distressing as it naturally is to the feelings, is in 
reality the course of humanity, and by preventing offenses in the end 
saves lives. The course of the authorities has been marked perhaps 
with too great leniency to deserters, who have frequently been granted 
amnesties, and it has become, in the judgment of all our generals, who 


: 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
. Secretary of War. 


es ULY 2, 1864.—For Davis to Clark, in relation to organizing the 


_ reserves of Mississippi, see Series J, Vol. LI, Part I, p. ~ 685. ] 


No. 7A.] 17 SAVILE Row, tere WEST, July 4, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: The Hon. James E. Ward reached Paris on the 21st of Mares 
and delivered me your letter of 6th of January. After negotiating 
with him and those he represented for five weeks the negotiations 


_ terminated on the 26th of April in the inclosed proposition “from Mr. 
__E.P. Stringer, managing director of the Mercantile Trading Company 


(alias C. H. Reid & Co.), with whom the Ordnance Bureau has a large 
partnership contract.* This proposition I of course declined. I have 
since. made arrangements with Messrs. Fraser, Trenholm & Co. to 
furnish the Government with eight first-class steamers, to be pur- 
chased by or built under the directions of Captain Bulloch. Two of 


_ these steamers, the Bat and the Owl, have already been purchased, 


and will leave for Bermuda on the 1st of August. The six others are 
contracted for, to be ready for sea as follows—say two in November, 
two in December, and two in April, 1865. 

I have also made an arrangement with the highly respectable firm 
of J. K. Gilliat & Co. to advance £150,000 for the purpose of pur- 
chasing or building other steamers to run on Government account, 
produce to be consigned to them. For this advance I pay 5 per cent. 
commission and 7 per cent. interest, and the usual mercantile com- 
mission of 23 per cent. for selling the produce, I lodging with them 
bonds of the £3,000,000 cotton loan, at the market value, to net the 
£150,000, with a margin of 25 percent. As Messrs. Gilliat & Co. have 
the money ready, this entire line might be started at once, if the 
proper steamers could be found, but the difficulty is in getting 
steamers ready built that are suited to the trade. Captain Bulloch, 
with whom I am directed by the Secretary of the Treasury to consult 


_ as to the character and fitness of the steamers, is now negotiating for 


two on the Clyde, which will be ready for sea during the month of 
August. Thus we expect to get off four first-class paddle-wheel 
steamers during the month of ‘August. On their first outward trips 
they all will be sent to Bermuda, where I understand there is a lar ge 
accumulation of Government freight; thence they will be consigned 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Bayne. The other steamers to be supplied 
under the Gilliat contract will be built as speedily as possible. The 
plans and specifications are ready, and negotiations are going on 


*TInclosure not found, 


with the builders. The whole 
month of December. Thus you see that I e 
for fourteen steamers, four of which will leave he 
month of August, eight in December, and two (the last of 
Fraser, Trenholm & Co. Line) in April, 1865.. The two bought by 
Messrs. F., T. & Co.—the Bat and the Owl—and the two we expec 
to purchase on the Clyde are the four best steamers now being built ; 
in the kingdom, and are greatly superier to most of the steamers _ 
heretofore engaged in the blockade business. They are built of 
steel, and will carry 1,000 bales of cotton each on a draft of seven” 
feet water and with an average speed of thirteen knots per hour. 
Those to be built will be superior to these, and will, I think, have 
such sea-going qualities, combined with speed, as will greatly reduce — 
the danger of running the blockade. A certain part of the proceeds 
of the produce brought out by these steamers will be set aside to 
- keep up the lines, and by the end of the year the Government will 
have the means in its own hands to obtain all the supplies required 
abroad without incurring any further foreign debt. 

That there may be no want of supplies for the Army until we begin 
to reap the result of these enterprises, I have made a contract with 
Alex. Collie & Co. for £150,000 clothing and quartermaster’s supplies 
to be purchased by Maj. J. B. Ferguson, and for £50,000 ordnance 
and medical supplies to be purchased by Maj. C. Huse. <A copy of 
the contract you will find inclosed. Already one of Mr. Collie’s steam- 
ers, the Falcon, to be employed in carrying out this contract, has 
sailed for Bermuda, and the second steamer, the Flamingo, which 
takes this, will sail to-morrow. Major Huse has purchased about 
£30,000 on his credit under this contract, a part of which (medical 
stores) went on the Falcon, and he hopes to get off some other light 
goods by the Flamingo. Major Ferguson has placed orders for the 
whole amount of his credit, and the entire contract will go forward 
to the islands within five months. 

As above stated, two of the steamers of the line to be employed in 
this business may be said already to have commenced work. The 
other two will sail, one in the middle of July, the other the 1st of 
August, and the goods will be speedily arriving at Wilmington. 
Therefore, no time should be lost by the Quartermaster’s Department 
and Ordnance Bureau in getting cotton ready at the ports, to be 
exchanged for the goods on delivery as per the contract. May I 
respectfully ask that you will give instructions to this effect? 

In a letter to the Quartermaster-General of 7th of May I advised 
him that I should make a contract with Mr. Collie for his depart- 
ment for carrying out that made with Mr. Tait, at Richmond, and 
sent to me for confirmation. Mr. Tait has arranged with Mr. Collie 
and Major Ferguson to furnish £50,000 of ready-made clothing at 
prices somewhat lower than those named in the contract drawn up at 
Richmond, and he waives the 5 per cent., as Mr. Collie pays him cash 
for the goods on delivery. He also pays cash for the purchases of . 
Majors Huse and Ferguson, for which, you will perceive by reference 
to the contract, he is allowed 2} per cent. The balance (£100,000) 
will be invested in such general quartermaster’s supplies as Major 
Ferguson has the most pressing orders for. 

The first trips of these steamers in may not take goods enough to 
pay for full outward cargoes, as per contract, but very soon they will 
take in more in value than they can bring out. I therefore request 
that you will direet Colonel Bayne to give the steamers of this line 


fa Ere oa 


have opened a credit with Messrs. J. K. Gilliat & Co. for the 
Ordnance Bureau, which has enabled Major Huse to complete the 
tracts for all the machinery required for the works of Colonel 
ins, Major Mallet, and Superintendent Burton, and the machinery 
now in process of construction. To obtain this credit I deposited 
ith Messrs. Gilliat & Co. $1,000,000 8 per cent. Confederate bonds 
belonging to the Ordnance Bureau, and pay them 24 per cent. com- 
mission for the credit and 7 per cent. interest. The credit extends 
_ over a period of twelve months, though Major Huse expects to get all 
_ the machinery off much sooner. I have also authorized Major Huse 
to purchase, at six months’ credit, rifles, carbines, pistols, cavalry 
equipments, leather, harness, &¢., to the extent of £40,000. Under 
this credit he informs me that he can purchase from certain parties 
_ almost as cheap as he could for cash, interest off. Major Ferguson 
also informs me that he can purchase from the Lancastershire and 
_ Yorkshire manufacturers, at four and six months, on the credit of 
the Government, but I have not thought it advisable to go beyond 
the £40,000 at six months, as I do not wish to create any debts that I 
_ cannot see the way clear to pay. Our credit begins to grow stronger, 
and by proper management will soon be available for all our wants. 
The legislation of the last Congress, with the regulations since 
adopted in reference to the foreign commerce of the country, has 
_ greatly strengthened it, and I hope the Government will not allow the 
outside pressure to cduse any future modification of these regula- 
tions, and, above all, that for a momentary necessity you will not 
_ allow the agents at the islands to make contracts with steamers grant- 
_ ing privileges not in accordance with these regulations. 

Since I-wrote you last (19th February, No. 6A) I have paid W. G. 
Crenshaw £40,000 and Major Ferguson £35,000, Maj. R. P. Waller’s 
drafts (£20,000), and an additional draft of Major Waller in favor of 
Thomas Sharp, for £3,000 to purchase machinery for a shoe manufac- 
tory. To make these payments I had to sell the stock of the loan— 
some as low as 42. I hope, however, that matters are now in such a 
train as will prevent any such sacrifices in future. The £40,000 paid 

_W. G. Crenshaw has enabled him to re-establish his line of steamers. 
He has three now running, and has made arrangements with Messrs. 
Gilliat & Co. to furnish him with the means to purchase two more. 
You are aware that he has dissolved his connection with Mr. Collie. 
He informs me that at present he has no contract with you, but that 
his operations are three-fourths for the Government and one-fourth 
for himself. Having myself made pretty ample provision for quar- 
termaster’s, ordnance, and medical supplies, I have advised him to 
confine his operations to getting in commissary supplies, and I believe 
he is energetically working at it. Would it not be well to have a new 
contract made, defining accurately the interest of the Government in 
his operations? The Collie & Crenshaw contract was by no means 
favorable to the Government, and from a general statement presented 
me by Mr, Crenshaw when I paid him the £40,000 it appears that the 
Government had not received from it the money invested. You are 
aware from my previous letters that I do not favor any partnership 
connections between the Government and individuals. If there be 
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profits the individuals will get them; if losses, they will fall on the 
Government. Besides, there will always be difficulty in getting set- 
tlements. The contract with C. H. Reid & Co. illustrates this. More 
than a month ago, after receiving a letter from Colonel Bayne author- 
izing me to do so, I called in person on them and asked for a state- 
ment of their accounts with the Government, which they promised 
to furnish. After waiting three weeks without hearing from them, 
ten days ago I made the request in writing, and as yet have only 
received a note saying that they were getting the accounts ready. I 
have, however, learned from Major Huse that he has received from 
the company £35,000 on account of the Government interest in the 
adventure. As the arrangements made with Fraser, Trenholm & Co. 
and J. K. Gilliat & Co. will furnish the Government with the means 
of obtaining ample supplies, I respectfully suggest that these part- 
nership contracts be annulled; or, rather, that the Government -buy 
out the interest of the other parties in the steamers and run them on 
its own account. 

But little progress has been made in the settlement of the accounts 
of Messrs. S. Isaac, Campbell & Co. since the letter of Mr. Bloodgood 
and myself of the 17th March. All your conjectures in reference to this 
firm have proven but too true. The investigation of their accounts 
shows that they have in many instances made charges that can be 
characterized by no other term than that of fraudulent. In that por- 
tion of their accounts which they originally professed to have fur- 
nished on commission, we find that they have in many instances 
charged, in addition to the commission, from 5 to 20 per cent. more 
than they paid. They nowseek to turn this commission account into 
a purchasing account, and claim that under the circumstances (2. e., 
the precarious credit of the Government) the profit they have charged 
is not unreasonable or excessive. Not being able to come to a set- 
tlement in any other way on the proposition of Messrs. 8. L, C. & 
Co., we have agreed to leave the matter to arbitration, provided there 
should be but one arbitrator, and he a barrister or attorney of emi- 
nence. The papers are now in the hands of our solicitors, Messrs. 
Thomas & Hollams, who, with the solicitor of Messrs. 8. I.,.C. & Co., 
are to select the barrister. 

I have received, under cover of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bayne, of 21st of April, copy of the regulations established by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, yourself, and the Secretary of the Navy on 
the 14th of April, and approved by the President on the 18th, for the 
purchase and transportation abroad of tobacco, cotton, and naval 
stores. The arrangement I have made for steamers seems to have 
anticipated your action, and will supply the means of rendering it 
immediately efficacious. The distribution of the work among the 
various departments appears to me the simplest and most effective 
mode of carrying out the objects in view. The only thing necessaty, 
in my opinion, to give the public service the full benefit of these regu- 
lations is, that all persons abroad acting under them should be form- 
ally instructed of the nature and limits of their respective duties. 
On a former occasion, 7. é., the agreement of the 15th of September 
and your letter of the 26th idem, the failure to do this defeated the 
principal objects you had in view, namely, to give me control in cases 
of emergency of the funds of your Department in the hands of Messrs. 
Fraser, Trenholm & Co., since that firm declined to transfer funds in 
their hands from one bureau of your Department to another, as advised 
in my letter to you of the 18th of December, No. 4A, to which I hoped 


ay make sacrifices to meet these engagements which might not be 
sary if I were fully advised of the exact state of the finances of 
Department. 
With much respect, your obedient servant, 
C. J. MCRAE, 
Agent, &e. 


[Inclosure.] 


Lonpon, June 13, 1864. 


_ Memorandum of agreement between Alexander Collie, of London, on 
the one part, and Colin J. McRae, as representing the Government 
of the Confederate States of America, on the other part. 


_ 1. Alexander Collie agrees to provide four large and powerful new 
steamers to carry out the following arrangement with the least possible 
delay: 

2. Alexander Collie will at once cause to be purchased, under Colin 
j J. McRae’s direction, quartermaster’s stores to the value of 150,000 


pounds sterling, and ordnance or medical stores to the value of 50,000 
- pounds sterling—the one subject to the inspection of Maj. J. B. Fer- 
- guson, the other to that of Maj. C. Huse. 

3. The delivery of such purchases to extend over a period of about 
six months, in proportionate quantities, and shipment to be made to 
the Confederate States with as little delay thereafter as practicable. 
4, Inland carriage and packing expense to be charged in the invoice, 
and 24 per cent. commission to be charged also. 

5. Colin J. McRae, on behalf of his Government, agrees that on 
arrival in the Confederacy of any goods purchased and shipped by 
Alexander Collie under this agreement, such goods will be immedi- 

ately claimed and taken over by the Government. Fifty per cent. 

advance will be added to the English invoice, and Alexander Collie, 

through his agent, will immediately receive in exchange cotton at the 
rate of 6 pence sterling per pound. 

6. Such cotton to class middling and to be delivered alongside the 
steamers as required, compressed, packed, and in good merchantable 
condition. 

7. Full cargoes of cotton received in exchange for goods delivered 
under this agreement may be shipped by Alexander Collie, through 
his agent, free from any other charge or restriction whatsoever beyond 
the now existing tare of one-eighth of a cent per pound. 

8. No steamers to have priority in any way over those employed by 
Alexander Collie in this service, and more than the four above men- 
tioned may be used if Alexander Collie can arrange to put them on. 

9. Colin J. McRae further agrees that to cover the expense of Alex- 
ander Collie’s agencies abroad, he, Alexander Collie, is to have the 
privilege of providing and bringing out other cotton than that received 

under this agreement to the extent of one-tenth part of the cargo 
space of the respective steamers, and such cotton (or tobacco) may be 
shipped on same terms as indicated per Government cotton, viz, free 
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from all other charges or restrictions whatsoever excepting the before- 


named export duty now existing. ere See 
~ 10. This agreement is tobe construed by both parties in a spirit of 

confidence and liberality. The one will purchase and send forward 
the supplies indicated with the least possible delay; the other will 
deliver cotton as required in the same way, and neither party will 


withhold necessary supplies on account of any temporary shortcoming 


on the part of the other. a 

11. Alexander Collie’s agents, with the necessary staff for attending 
to this business, are to be allowed the privilege of residing in the 
Confederacy free from liability to conscription, and every reasonable 
facility is to be allowed them for effectually carrying out the terms of 


this agreement. 
te ALEX. COLLIE. 
C. J. MCRAE, 
Agent Confederate States of America. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, July 5, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: : 

Str: I have waited anxiously for a reply to my letter of th * ip 
regard to the exemption of Daniel L. Russell, jr., as an officer of this 
State. None has been received, but I am told that General Whiting 
has orders to conscribe him immediately. 


I simply wish to inform you that I cannot and will not submit to — 


this being done without resisting it by every means at my command. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 5, 1864. 
Col. W. M. BROWNE, 
Commandant Conscripts of Georgia: 

COLONEL: My attention has been lately called by various commu- 
nications to the obstructions which have been interposed by Governor 
Brown to the execution of the conscript law, especially in regard to 
the reserve classes. I have frequently given instructions relative to 
the subject to the superintendent of conscription, and they have 
doubtless been made known to you by that officer, and you have thus 
been advised of the views of the Department. Still, I deem it advis- 
able to express more particularly to yourself my conviction that the 
spirit and temper of the Governor, especially in the late correspond- 
ence with General Cobb, preclude all hope of a change in his policy 
and render further attempts at conciliation, harmony, and co-operation 
useless. Iam weary of vain attempts to obtain his good will or assist- 
ance in the work of conscription, and am, moreover, inclined to believe 
that a course of firmness and decided action in dealing with him will 
be both wiser and more effective. I recommend, therefore, that you 
proceed in the execution of the law strictly, without respect to any 
claims or pretensions which may be asserted by him or his agents 
that do not come within the fair intent and just construction of the 
Confederate law. He is entitled to give certificates of exemption for 


* Probably May 19, p. 425. 


th m he may deem necessary t 
d to those only. He has no right to secure m 
prescribed by the Confederate law, nor to 


r manufacturing or industrial purposes. No more county — 
sipal officers can be covered by his exemption. There is no 
ave any direct conflict with the Governor or the officers 

The action of yourself and the enrolling officers should 
t toward them, but on persons individually liable to conserip- 
, and they should be proceeded against in the mode prescribed by 
aw. . 


__A few judicious examples made by sending into active service in 
the field those of the reserve corps who have failed to report within the 
_ time prescribed would probably strike wholesome terror, and induce 
_ prompt compliance with the call for enrollment by all the rest. If 
Governor Brown interposes with his official authority it will be neces- 
sary temperately but firmly to insist on the enforcementof the law, and 
- let him know, if need be, that the issue will be distinctly made and met 
_ before the people of his State between the authority of himself and the ~ 
_ Confederate Government. It is not believed that, with the imminent 
_ danger threatening their liberties, lives, and homes, the people will 
& hesitate to sustain the action of the Confederate Executive in 
strengthening the Army of their defenders and providing reserve 
forces to guard vital points from marauding raiders. At least it has 
become a grave duty on the part of the Confederate Government to 
do its work thoroughly, and if arrested by the action of the Governor 
or State authorities let the responsibility rest upon and be met by the 
true delinquents. I hear that a great many of the men who put in 
substitutes, and others who are applying for agricultural and other 
details, have been granted from time to time temporary furloughs 
until their cases can be decided, and have thus far escaped active 
service. I do not consider it advisable longer to pursue such a course, 
but, on the contrary, deem it important that those whose cases have 
not been decided, and until,they are, should be placed in active 
service. Whenever a clear right of exemption exists or a case of 
detail has been settled and the bond taken, the exemption or detail 
may be made permanent. Otherwise, the party should be in service 
during the present crisis. This is important, especially with regard 
to those who put in substitutes, because otherwise on the expiration 
of the law suspending the writ of habeas corpus we shall have 
innumerable cases of litigation. We should give to all such an 
opportunity of acquiring the spirit of a soldier, and.of feeling the 
shame of deserting their standard in the presence of the enemy, 
before the expiration of the suspension. 
Very truly, yours, 


CARE: 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE COMMISSIONERS OF THE SINKING FUND, 
. Richmond, Va., July 5, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War of the Confederate States: 

Sir: Some time ago the commissioners of the sinking fund of the 
State of Virginia, of which board we are the members, entered into a 
contract with L. R. Smoot and others, by which they agreed to pay 
the interest on the debt of Virginia, due in London, upon condition 
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that the commissioners of the sinking fund would obtain permission 
from the Secretary of War of the Confederate States to ship full 
cargoes of cotton in three vessels or in a vessel making three trips. 
Upon representing the matter to you you granted the permission ny 
indorsing upon the application that your authority was given, pro- 
vided no law should be passed by Congress contravening that author- 
ity. Since then a law has been passed by Congress authorizing the — 
President to prescribe regulations for vessels running the blockade, 
and under the regulations prescribed it is understood that the permis- 
sion granted by the Secretary of War cannot now be rendered avail- 
able. The parties who made the agreement with the commissioners 
of the sinking fund have since purchased cotton bonds to enable them 
to carry out their agreement, intending with the cotton to be paid 
under these bonds to run the blockade and pay the State interest. 
When they applied to obtain the cotton due them they were informed 
that the Government has no cotton on hand at any Southern port 
and that the bonds cannot now be paid. If this cotton was delivered 
to them upon the terms of the bond they would have a right to ship 
the cotton without being bound by the regulations prescribed by the 
President. These parties, however, have purchased other cotton and 
have it ready for shipment, and ask that they may be permitted to 
carry this out according to the original understanding. May we not - 
ask, under these circumstances, that the restriction may be removed, 
and that the facility may be afforded these parties to provide the 
means of paying the interest of the State? Wecannot but hope, with 
this laudable object in view, that you will grant the permission asked, 
or, if not in your power, that you will recommend it favorably to the - 
department to whom the authority properly belongs. 
Very respectfully, 
J. M. BENNETT. 
S. H. PARKER, 
Register. 
GEORGE W. MUNFORD, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


[Indorsement.] 


JULY 6, 1864. 

I regret to inform that under the late law of Congress and the regu- 
lations adopted by the President this request cannot be complied 
with, as it would invade the uniformity on which the constitution- 
ality of the regulations rest. Besides, motives of very strong policy 
require that one-half of the outward cargo of each ship sailing should 
be exacted for the Government, and the President has no power to 
depart from it for other States. 

JA. Os 
Secretary. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 6, 1864. 
General HOWELL Cop, 
Macon, Ca.: 

Your letter received. By reference to the law you will see that the 
certificate is only effective as to State officers. You will require the 
enrolling officers to do their duty. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


eric pee Warciotove been rasciecnee by severa 
of the Government being at one time in the market for sup- 
gain arisen in efforts of the Navy Department, Niter and 
ureau, &¢c., to secure the incoming wheai crop. Agents of 
er have already purchased some of the best crops in the 
of Richmond, and those of the latter are now in the market 
* erops in Powhatan, and doubtless other counties in this State; 
d it is scarcely necessary for me to say that this competition not 
ly adds to the difficulty of collection by creating an exaggerated 
ate of the wants of the Government, but increases prices and 
ates farmers to hoard and secrete their produce. I would 
i ‘ore respectfully recommend that these departments be requested 
(0 withdraw their agents for the purchase of such supplies as are 
“obtainable in the Confederacy, and that they be furnished by this 
_ Bureau and with the same ration as the Army is now receiving. 
y: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. S. B. FRENCH, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Indorsement. ] 

Be eter, Fomirod to the Secretary of War, recommending the 

= “course within suggested. 

5, L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary- General. 


a; eu “ 


‘ SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
: ae Richmond, Va., July 6, 1864. 
Surg. W. H. PRIOLEAU, 

Medical Purveyor, Macon, Ga.: 

Sir: The invoice of medical supplies forwarded by you to this 
office as samples of the product of your laboratory have been received. 
The articles appear to be of good quality and well prepared, and I 
am pleased to see that much progress has been made in this branch 
of the establishment under your control. It is hoped that you will 
continue to manufacture these articles in as large quantities as pos- 
sible, so as to avoid as far as practicable the necessity of importing 
from abroad. For the same reason it is deemed advisable that. the 
preparations of indigenous plants should be manufactured in large 
quantities, that they may be substituted as far as practicable for 
imported medicines. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ae MOORE, 
Surgeon-General OC. S. Army. 


[JuLy 7, 1864.—For Johnston to Brown, referring to the services of 
the Georgia State troops and asking that their number be increased, 
see Series I, Vol. XX XVIII, Part V, p. 867. | 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ApJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 59. Richmond, July 8, 1864. — 


I. In accordance with the act of Congress approved June 14, 1864, 
and published in General Orders, No. 53, current series, the commu- 
tation value of rations of sick and wounded officers and soldiers in 
hospitals or other places, in camp or the field, used as hospitals, will 
be the cost of the ration at the post or place, and 100 per centum 
thereon, which amount will constitute the hospital fund. 

Il. The ration named in the preceding paragraph, when actually 
issued, will correspond with that allowed to soldiers in the field; but 
in reckoning the hospital fund the whole number of rations due, 
whether drawn or commuted, will be estimated in quantity and com- 
ponents (excluding sugar and coffee) according.to the ration as pre- 
seribed in paragraph 1107, Army Regulations. 

III. Rations in kind (such as are issued to soldiers in the field) 
may be issued to all attendants in regimental, field, or other hospitals. 

IV. Medical directors will report through the Surgeon-General to 
this office soldiers in hospital who are mechanics, and who are perma- 
nently disabled, or it is believed will be unfit for many months for 
field service. When reported their trade will be stated, that they 
may be detailed in appropriate bureaus to relieve able-bodied men 
therein employed. 

V. Officers traveling under orders will be allowed transportation 
in kind and $10 per diem. All general or special orders which give - 
other or different allowances are hereby revoked. Generals or other - 
officers commanding a district, department, or army in the field, and 
chiefs of the several military bureaus, are alone authorized to give 
orders that will carry transportation. 


By order: 
8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
CIRCULAR ) CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 26. j Richmond, Va., July 8, 1864. 


The Secretary of War directs that hereafter no furloughs be allowed 
by the officers of conscription to applicants for exemption not sus- 
tained or required by regulations, or detail, whilst their applications 
are pending, but that they be promptly forwarded to the camps of 
instruction and at once assigned to commands in the field, entitled, 
under existing orders, to receive conscripts. 

Enrolling officers will, with the aid of the temporary boards, pro- 
ceed diligently to investigate all such applications, in accordance with 
the instructions heretofore given, and forward them to the Bureau 
with their reports and opinions for such action as the War Depart- 
ment may take in reference to said applicants. 

Upon transmitting the applications to the Bureau, commandants 
will state the commands to which the applicants were assigned. 

By command of Col. Thomas P. August, acting superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PBattalion ‘Virginia Cavalry - ne 
on of Capt. G. T. Lyle’s company, w 
», will constitute the Twenty-fifth Regim 


of the Secretary of War: 
at SAML. W. MELTON; 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


_ BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
4 Richmond, July 8, 1864. 
: 3. NoRTHROP, 333 eet 

~ Commissary- General: : 


LONEL: The inclosed circular from the Niter and Mining Bureau 
espectfully submitted for your consideration, and has already oper- 
d most injuriously upon our prospects of speedily collecting the 
tithe wheat by giving farmers the option of retaining it until called 
for by agents of that Bureau, besides creating alarm and confusion me 
among the planters as to the wants of the Government and the proper 
parties to whom they should deliver the tithe. Information has also 
- reached me that agents of the Niter and Mining Bureau are now 
engaged in purchasing wheat with the view to an immediate accumu- 
_ lation of a six-months’ supply for its employés, while our best exer- 
_ tions are now employed to meet the daily wants of the Army. This 
_ course seriously conflicts with the best interests of the Government, 
- and Iam constrained to repeat the suggestion contained in my let- 
ter of the 6th instant that the several bureaus of the Government be 
furnished by this department with subsistence and thus remove 
effectually the competition that threatens to. destroy the credit of the 
Government and its ability to buy to any extent. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. B. FRENCH, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


{Indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War. 

In present crisis the Bureau should be forbidden from laying in 
supplies for the future. If the various bureaus would agree or be 
ordered to accept the chances and ration of the soldier, this Bureau 
should supply all. Any other plan throws on the soldier all the 
restrictions and privations. 

i. BD. NORTHRO Er: 


Comnussary- General. 
[Inclosure. | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPT., 
NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
Richmond, May 25, 1864. 
ARCHER TURPIN, Esq., 
Fine Creek Mills: 
Str: I have been authorized to collect tithes in your district for the 
use of this Bureau. You are notified in advance that you may retain 


_- yours until called for by an 
Will take the tithes at the lan 
> be given you on account of 
4 of each article received. 
a Very respectfully, yours, 


[JuLy 9, 1864.—For proclamation of Governor Brown, ordering out 
all the militia of Georgia between sixteen and fifty-five years, see 
Series I, Vol. LII, Part I, p. 688.] 
4 


. 


[JuLy 10, 1864.—For General Orders, No. 15, Bureau of Conserip- 
tion, Trans-Mississippi Department, in relation to the reserve corps, 
see Series I, Vol. XLI, Part TI, p. 1002. ] 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 161. Richmond, July 11, 1864. 
* * * * * * be: 

II. The seven Georgia companies belonging to the Sixty-second 
Georgia Regiment, with Companies A, B, and C, of Millen’s Georgia 
battalion, hereby transferred, are organized into and will constitute 
the Eighth Regiment of Georgia Cavalry, to the command of which 
Col. J. R. Griffin is hereby assigned. The offices of lieutenant-colonel 
and major will be filled by promotion according to seniority. 

III. The three Alabama companies known as Love’s Alabama bat- 
talion, and Company D, of Millen’s Georgia battalion, are hereby - 
assigned to the Jeff Davis Legion, cavalry, which will hereafter con- 
sist. of three squadrons, to wit: The five Alabama companies will 
constitute the first squadron, and will be commanded by a major; the 
three Mississippi companies will constitute the second squadron, and 
will be commanded by a major; the third squadron will consist of the 
two Georgia companies, under command of the senior captain. 

IV. The eleventh company of Cobb’s Legion of cavalry (Capt. F. E. 
Eve) is hereby transferred to and will form part of the Phillips 
Legion, Georgia cavalry. 

V. The first ten companies of Cobb’s Legion, cavalry, will consti- 
tute the Ninth Regiment Georgia Cavalry, to the command of which 
Col. G. J. Wright is hereby assigned. 

VI. Companies A and B, of the Twelfth North Carolina Battalion, 
are hereby transferred to and will form a part of the Fourth North 
Carolina Cavalry (Fifty-ninth Regiment). 

VII. The seven Georgia companies now belonging to the Seventh 
Confederate Regiment, with Companies E, F, and G, of Millen’s 
Georgia battalion, which are hereby transferred thereto, will consti- 
tute the Tenth Regiment Georgia Cavalry, with the following field 
oe Col. V. H. Taliaferro, Lieut. Col. T. D. Claiborne, Maj. J. H. 
Sikes. 

VII. The five North Carolina companies of the Seventh Confed- 
erate Regiment, the three North Carolina companies (Companies D, 
E, and I) of the Sixty-second Georgia Regiment, and Company ©, of 


is hereby assigned. — te Ata 
Vinth Regiment Georgia Cavalry, Col. G. J. Wrig : 
ris Legion, cavalry, Lieut. Col. J. F. Waring; the Seventh — 
iment Georgia Cavalry, Col. , and the Tenth Regi- 
Georgia Cavalry, Col. V. H. Taliaferro, will constitute the 
valry brigade of Brig. Gen. P. M. B. Young. = 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
a= SAML. W. MELTON, 

a Assistant Adjutant- General. 


nnedy 


* iat 
= 


ef ULY 12, 1864.—For Cooper to Wright in regard to mustering in old 
en and boys tendered by Governor Brown, of Georgia, see Series I, 
ol. XXXVIII, Part V, p. 878. ] 


/ 


_ SPECIAL yee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 164. Richmond, July 13, 1864. ee 
* ** * * * * : * 
VI. The commandant of the local defense troops at Augusta, Ga., 
will excuse from weekly drills, except in times of great emergency, 
the men engaged in repairing the machinery, &c., of the Nashville 
and Chattanooga Railroad and the East Tennessee and Georgia Rail- — 


: road and the employés of the Georgia Railroad at that place. 

z By command of the Secretary of War: i 
aS Jae = SAML. W. MELTON, 

: - Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., July 14, 1864. 
Surg. W. A. CARRINGTON, 
Medical Director, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: You will inform the medical officers under your control that 
in future when making requisitions for medical and hospital supplies 
all aleoholic stimulants will be omitted. Stimulants are to be issued 
by the purveyor only on a separate requisition made according to the 
same form as the regular one for supplies, which the officer will send 
to the purveyor by a perfectly reliable man, whose name will be 
indorsed upon the back of the requisition as the person authorized to 
receive the stimulants. (This for the information of the purveyor.) 
The courier will receive, be responsible for, and deliver to the sur- 
geon in charge of the hospital, who will examine it, see that the 
quantity agrees with the invoice, and turn the same over to the 
matron, who will issue it only as an extra on the diet list when pre- 
scribed by the medical officer in charge of the patient. The matron 
will at the end of each week render to the surgeon in charge a state- 
ment of the quantity of stimulants issued, the names of the patients 


i= 


to whom issued, and by whose order, - 
_ward and division, inclosing diet lists as vouc 
charge will critically examine said statement | vouche 
that no improper expenditures have been made. Should he d 
any abuse or improper issues he will report the name of th 
authorizing such expenditure to this office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
S. P. MOORE, — 
Surgeon-General O. S. Army. 


—— 


[JuLy 14, 1864.—For Withers to Davis, in regard to organizing the 
Alabama reserves, see Series I, Vol. XX XIX, Part II, p. 711.] 
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ATLANTA, July 16, 1864. 

His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 
The Belgian consul at this place complains to me that Major Cum- 
* mings has seized a lot of tobacco belonging to him, and asks that it 
be returned with privilege to ship it to Macon or Augusta. I trust 
you will issue order. Have every reason to believe that the sympa- 
thies of the consul are fully with us, and regret that his property has 
been disturbed. 
JOS. E. BROWN. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond, Va., July 16, 1864. 

General HOWELL CoBB, 
Macon, Ga.: 


Detailed men being already in military service of Confederate 
States are clearly not liable to militia or State duty. Those who have 
been exempted from service may be so subject. In regard to any 
classes of detailed men who in your judgment may be judiciously 
used with the militia, it would be in your power to tolerate the eall, 
sanctioning it as an assignment to temporary duty, but that is matter 
for your sound discretion. . ; 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HARRISONBURG, July 16, 1864. 
Major CALVERT: 

What on earth do the commissioners mean by their late schedule of 
prices? Wheat, $30 per bushel! A rise of $150 from $25 a barrel for 
flour! The whole community—farmers among others—stand aghast. - 
They regard the Government as giving up their currency. Gold and 
silver is now being demanded for produce, and persons bringing sup- 
plies to town are in many instances returning with them unsold, being 
unwilling to take Confederate money at any price. The idea is among 
the people that the Government in paying such prices will necessarily 
flood the country again with promises to pay, and at such prices as 
offered can never meet its engagements. The very worst results are 


» blow has been leveled sit our puareicy tae any “tt hae’ as - y 
In addition to all, there is a strong current of feeling among 
producers and poorer classes, who, in view of their limited — 
nd the heavy taxation on all sources of obtaining money, con- 
that they see for themselves and families nothing but starvation. 
te you this letter hoping that you will at once bring the subject 
e attention of the Secretary of War or other proper authority 
investigation, with the full assurance that the people know that in 


“forward eae See in a distrust of the money, which 
istrust is now tenfold increased. 
Tam, your friend, 

J. W. G. SMITH. 


== P. S8.—Since writing the above I learn that flour has advanced in 
i this town in view of the schedule from $100 to $250, 


: [First indorsement.] 
The PRESIDENT: 
I send you in this letter the language of the country. Something 
must be done, and that promptly. 
= WM. SMITH. 


[Second indorsement.] 


JULY 19, 1864. 
Secretary of War for attention. 

_ The within letter presents the case more strongly, but in the same 
line of thought I advanced to you. Please note indorsement of Gov- 
ernor Smith and confer with me. 

A ted 8 


sa ee 


JULY 18, 1864, 
poner BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond: 


GENERAL: I beg leave to call attention to the following subjects of 
special interest suggested by my recent inspection of the conscription 
service in North Carolina. 

First. Under the present system the liberty of petitioning for details 
is much abused. The testimony of the most judicious enrolling 

_ officers is that almost every man puts in a petition as soon as he is 
enrolled, for the sake of delay; and the instructions they are acting 
under require them to send forward the application, approved or dis- 
approved, and allow the party to remain unmolested until it is 
returned. The effect of this arrangement is that numbers of con- 
scripts who should have fought in this campaign have spent a quiet 
summer at home by means of a sham petition. Officers tell me that 
uniformly where they have rejected a man’s claim to detail as having 
no show of merit and sent him forward to the camp of instruction 
he has returned in a few days with liberty to stay at home till his 


540 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 

== 
appeal to Richmond was heard from. Ido not see anything in the 
law or the orders of the War. Department which necessitates this slow 
procedure. Practically in the large majority of cases an application 
disapproved by the local and district officers is disapproved all the 
way through. It would seem, then, to be the true policy to send imme- 
diately to the Army a conscript whose petition for indulgence is 
rejected by these officers. The paper going forward to the Bureau 
might contain a statement of the regiment to which the applicant had 
been assigned, and in the few cases in which it would be deemed proper 
to reverse the action of the county and district officers_an order for 
detail might issue immediately from the Adjutant-General’s Office. 
Such a practice would also tend to reduce the number of improper 
applications, and thus disencumber the service of a mass of useless 
work. 2 

Second. Closely allied to this matter is the evidence which will be 
found in the reports upon the several districts as to the time required 
for the transaction of business in its passage from the enrolling officer 
through the commandant to the Bureau and back again. The indica- 
tions are, if I mistake not, that the greatest improvements in the sery- 
ice are to be sought in this direction. 

Third. I would suggest the propriety of having some uniform sys- 
tem of books and records prescribed by the commandant for each 
class of officers. Printed blanks should, by all means, be furnished. 
At present there is great diversity of practice, and in one point it is 
of some moment. There is no greater clog to business than what 
is known as an indorsement book. In some eases it is, of course, a 
necessary evil, but where it is not essential it ought to be abolished. 
Three or four districts and a majority of the county officers do not 
keep this record, and testify that they have felt no inconvenience 
’ from its absence. This would appear to be a matter for the experi- 
ence of the commandant to decide and regulate. But few of the 
officers have the clerks authorized by the Bureau. 

Fourth. The local advisory boards are working well, but one evil is 
to be apprehended from them and guarded against—delay of business. 
Whilst there was a great press of work, arising immediately out of 
the recent enrollment, they met every day; but I found that either 
no regular times for meeting had been fixed or they were to meet 
once a week or once in ten days. It iy evident that much of the 
ordinary business of a county officer would thus remain in his office 
from a week to ten days. I suppose at least two meetings a week 
might be secured without hardship by a general order from the com- 
mandant. No more fortunate device for the protection of the agri- 
culture of the country could have been adopted than the method of 
investigation by these boards. Though my observation was limited, 
I feel satisfied that if any error is committed in the exercise of the 
great powers intrusted to the conscription authorities it will be on 
the side of the producing and industrial interests, and not from blind 
zeal to increase the mere numbers of the Army. 

Fifth. No system for the supervision of detailed men has been 
anywhere adopted. The duty is earnestly enjoined by the Bureau; 
but unless some regular method is prescribed by the commandant it 
will be carelessly and imperfectly performed. The local boards and 
militia officers afford every ready agency for a complete supervision 
of the daily life of every detailed man in a county, and periodical 
reports might be made by them to the county officer showing how 
each man is discharging his duty to the Government. 


Pah? Py Pw 
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sion of deserters h: 3b bat | 
by the removal of the troops heretofore employed as a suy 
g force. It cannot be actively resumed till the companies a % 
nior reserves authorized for this service are organized, which will 
be some weeks hence. In the Tenth District this force will beentirely 
j lequate. It will be necessary to send some regular troops there 
when they can be spared to effect a thorough purification of the 
_ country. The militia and home-guard officers in the greater part of 
_ the State are reported to be zealous and active, but they constitute a_ 
_ very inefficient and unsatisfactory machinery for the execution of the 
law of conscription. Their last service is as auxiliaries to a regular : 
_ force entirely under the control of the enrolling officer. Such a sys- 
tem is contemplated by the Bureau, and I do not see why it should 
not be in successful operation in a month. 
_ Seventh. The qualifications of the officers engaged in the service 
are as high as could reasonably be expected. The districts are super- 
intended without exception by officers of good intelligence, apparent 
activity and fidelity, and sufficient experience. Many of them have 
seen service in the field and been disabled by wounds. The county 
officers impressed me for the most part favorably. Some are too young 
and some without sufficient education or entirely new to the busi- 
ness, but I have no doubt of their capacity generally to do their work. 
The greater part are commissioned as drill-masters and have not seen 
field service; others are disabled line officers. Much embarrassment 


has no doubt been felt heretofore from the constant changes occurring 
| in the personnel of the service. It has been almost impossible to form 
1 a good corps of officers, because as soon as they acquired experience 


they were called for by their commanders in the field. But the mat- 
ter is now upon a better basis; and when a few existing vacancies 
are filled by retired officers all that is practicable perhaps will have 
been done. The reports upon the districts show that charges of cor- 
ruption have been preferred in but few cases against these officers, 
and they are apt to be heard where there is ground for them. Under 
the present law the amount of labor to be performed by each class of 
officers is very great and quite sufficient to keep them busily employed. 
A conscientious man will find constant work to do in one of these 
offices. I found a good deal of unfinished business nearly every- 
where, whether by negligence or not there was no way of ascertaining, 
but it is just to remember that the first enrollment under the act of 
February 17 had been only recently completed. 

Eighth. It is difficult of course to judge from a rapid journey 
through the State how the law has been executed, but from the infor- 
mation I have been able to pick up I should say that the system of 
enrollment described in the report of the Sixth District is as good as 
can be adopted; that the recent enrollment under the new law was 
thorough, and that claims to exemption and detail were vigorously but 
fairly and intelligently investigated. The weight of evidence shows 
that the medical boards are giving full effect to the intention of Con- 
gress relative to the enrollment of certain men for light duties, and it 
appears that the employés of the staff departments at the different 
posts have been carefully inspected. The organization of the service 
is judicious, the admirable regulations for the conduct of business 
prescribed by the Bureau seem to be generally understood, and the 
officers are fairly doing their duty. 

I have endeavored to point out some improvements which seemed 
feasible, but it is only fair to say that upon the whole, taking into 


 olina appears to be in a healthy workin 


all the elements of difficulty, the conscription — e 
é g condition, cred 


commandant and his subordinates. — . aa Sa S 
J have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obed 


servant, Beet : 
_ ARCHER ANDERSON, _ 
‘Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-Greneral. — 3 
[First indorsement. ] beg 
intel 
3 ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 


September 2, 1864. — 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 


Report shows that unnecessary delays are occasioned by permitting 
conscripts to remain at home until their applications for details can be 
acted upon by the Bureau of Conscription; also a want of a general 
system of supervision of detailed men; and suggests that the local 
boards and militia officers afford a ready agency for the supervision 
of the daily life of every detailed man in a county. The suggestions 
of Colonel Anderson are concurred in and are recommended for 
adoption. The same suggestions were made by Col. R. H. Chilton in | 
his inspection report of the conscription in Richmond, August 21, 
1864. 

R.. H. CHILTON, 
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Second indorsement. | 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, October 17, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, ' 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


Sir: Herewith are returned reports of Lieut. Col. Archer Ander- 
son, assistant adjutant-general, of inspection of the conscript service 
in North Carolina. Such of their contents as suggest action or. 
inquiry by this Bureau will receive appropriate attention and the 
results will be duly reported to you. It gives me pleasure to acknowl- 
edge the just and enlightened character of these reports and sugges- 
tions and to find in them a substantial approval of the administra- 
tion of conscription in North Carolina. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN 8S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


wal 


Macon, July 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 

There are three classes of agricultural exempts, and takes, first, 
those who paid $500 for overseers; second, those who having fifteen 
and more hands have given bonds; third, those having less than fif- 
teen hands and have bonded. To be certain, I ask your views on ~ 
each point. 

HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


~) ee a ee 
ti ; 


cempts, as the last law does not embrace them. Those hav- 
teen hands who have bonded are exempts. Those with less 
fifteen, though bonded, are strictly detailed men. For the first 
nd second class we have strictly noright to interpose. For the third, 


as legally they are in Confederate service, we have; but I leave the 
_ matter to your discretion. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of .War. 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, rt ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Bye. 169. Sieelmnonds fe) 19, 1864, 
: * * * 

1 The Nineteenth Mississippi Battalion (Lieut Col. W.L. Dull) 
having been increased to ten companies by the addition of four com- 
panies raised within the enemy’s lines, will constitute the Eighth 
Regiment Mississippi Cavalry. 

Til. The six companies of Tennessee cavalry raised by Col. John 
F. Newsom and the four companies of the late Colonel Forrest’s regi- 
ment will constitute the Eighteenth Regiment Tennessee Cavalry. 
IV. The four Alabama companies heretofore attached to the organ- 
ization known as McDonald’s battalion, or N. B. Forrest’s Third Ten- 


-nessee Cavalry, are hereby transferred to Russell’s Alabama regiment. 


_V. The seven companies now composing N. B. Forrest’s Third Ten- 
nessee Cavalry will constitute the Twenty-sixth Battalion Tennessee 
Cavalry, to the command of which Lieut. Col. D. C. Kelley is hereby 
assigned. 

VI. The regiment heretofore known as the First Mississippi Parti- 
san Rangers will be known hereafter as the Seventh Regiment Mis- 
sissippi Cavalry. 

VII. The regimental organizations of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, 
and Sixteenth Regiments Tennessee Cavalry, heretofore constituting 
a part of what was known as Richardson’s brigade, are annulled, and 


the field officers of these regiments will no longer be regarded as in 


commission. 

VIII. The following companies will constitute the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment Tennessee Cavalry: Capt. 8. J. Cox’s, Capt. John H. Deberry’s, 
Capt. Zilman Voss’, Capt. L. A. Thomas’, Capt. E. W. Jacobs’, 
Capt. W. J. Hall’s, Capt. A. C. Reid’s, Capt. James Gwynn’s, Capt. 
E. S. Elliott’s, First Lieut. C. C. Conner’s. The field officers will be 
appointed. 

IX. The following companies will constitute the Fifteenth Regi- 
ment Tennessee Cavalry: Capt. P. W. Moore’s, Capt. J. L. Garrison’s, 
Capt. H. T. Hanks’, Capt. T. Nutt’s, Capt. EH. L. Hussey’s, Capt. T. 
C. Buchanan’s, Capt. Tec: Sanders’, Capt. G. T. Penn’s, Capt. P. M. 
Williams’, Capt. Jara Williamson’s. The field officers will be 
appointed. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


if see $500 irae been paid the Government are roe es 


- gioners. It has cast a gloom over this community, and d 
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DEAR Str: I feel impe ed by sense of duty to ri 
state of public sentiment in this section of the State with re 


e schedule of prices recently adopted and published b. y t 


destroy the Confederate currency than any circumstance wi 
transpired since the commencement of the war. I have conv 
with many farmers on the subject, and have yet to meet with the first 
man who does not express the most profound regret on aecount of 
this action of the commissioners. They all say it was entirely unlooked 
- for and has taken them completely by surprise. I am perfectly confi-_ 
dent that the Government could have gotten just .as much wheat in 
this county by offering $10 per bushel as by offering $30. Under a 
recent circular issued from your Department making an appeal for 
grain the people of this county will furnish liberally from their 
exhausted supplies, notwithstanding the enemy has recently visited 
us and foraged all over the county. The fears of patriotic men every- 
where are aroused for the currency. They had fondly hoped that 
under the recent legislation of Congress the currency would soon be 
improved, but now they regard this action of the commissioners as a 
declaration on the part of the Government that the depreciation of 
the currency cannot and will not be remedied, and plain men cannot 
understand how the Government is ever to redeem its obligations and 
pay off a debt piled up at the rates fixed by the commissioners. In 
other words, they look upon repudiation as almost inevitable. It is 
in this view of the subject that our farmers would prefer to have their 
wheat taken at $10 per bushel than at $30. Again, all the counties 
of this Commonwealth have a large number of soldiers’ families to 
support, and in doing so they find themselves compelled under this 
act of Assembly to resort to impressment. They cannot impress at a 
lower rate than the Government, and how can they pay the enormous 
debt which will be incurred by paying $30 per bushel for wheat, $24 
for corn, and $25 for corn-meal? How are the non-producers of the 
country to live when the inevitable effect of this action must be to 
double the prices of the necessaries of life in the markets? The seller 
will say at once that if the Government is giving $30 for wheat the 
market price will be $60, and many of them will hoard with the expee- 
tation of realizing that price. I fully appreciate the difficulties which 
surround you. I know that the scarcity is great, and that our noble 
Army must be fed at all hazards, but have not the commissioners 
overrated the difficulties? Cannot the Army be supplied without 
inflicting this serious blow upon the currency? Regarding the recent 
action of the commissioners as more fatal in its consequences than the 
defeat of our armies in the field, I have taken the liberty of calling 
your attention to this subject with the earnest hope that their action 
may be either reversed or essentially modified. 
Very respectfully, &e., 


JOHN GOODE, Jr. 


P. 5.—If you deem it inadvisable to change the schedule with 
~reference to the community generally, ought it not to be changed so 

far as the detailed men are concerned? They were very glad to take 
the details in order to avoid military service when they supposed they 
would be required to furnish corn at $4 and wheat at $5 per bushel. 
So far from rendering service to the Government, they will esteem it 
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joo 19, 1864.—For Brown to Davis, in regard to action of Con- 


derate officers with reference to getting the militia of Georgia into 
e field for active service, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 709. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
i Richmond, Va., July 20, 1864. 

- Governor J. E. Brown, 

Atlanta, Ga.: 


oar telegram of the 16th referred By the President to me. There 
is no principle of public law exempting the merchandise of a consul, 
and it might be a source of just dissatisfaction to make an exception. 
; J. A. SEDDON, ~ 
Secretary of War. 


CaMP First MARYLAND BATTERY, 
Near Petersburg, July 20, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States: 


- Sir: I most respectfully beg leave to call your attention to the 
within-inclosed application for the discharge of certain members of 
my company, and the indorsement thereon of the Honorable Seecre- 
tary of War. The facts I beg leave briefly to state are these: 

On the 13th of July, 1861, the company was mustered into the serv- 
ice of the Confederate States for the period of three years or the war; 
consequently the term of service of the original members expired on 
the 13th instant. Not being aware of any act [of] Congress which 
changed the status of Marylanders, my application was made with 
the firm conviction that these men whom I represented as having 
faithfully served the term for which they were enlisted would be dis- 
charged. That they are subject to the conscription laws of the Con- 
federate States, or that they as residents are liable under the same, 
._ I, in all due deference to the opinion of the Honorable Secretary of 
War, must acknowledge my inability to perceive. Believing, then, 
that until by representation in Congress or by its legitimate ‘leg isla 
tion otherwise exercised, the status of these men is changed, that 
they are entitled to an honorable dischar ge, I have deemed it proper 
to address this communication to you in the ‘nature of an appeal, hop- 
ing that you, in your sound judgment and discretion, may see fit to 
reverse the decision of the Honorable Secretary of War. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. F. DEMENT, 
Captain First Maryland Battery. 
{Indorsement. ] 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

As this appeal is founded on a construction of laws applicable to 

the case, I suggest that the record be presented with these letters and 


referred to the Attorney-General for an opinion. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 
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Camp First MARYLAND BATTERY, 
McINTosnH’S BATTALION ARTILLERY, 
July 8, 1864. 
Col. W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Str: I respectfully ask for the proper authority to discharge certain 
members of my company (First Maryland Battery), whose term of 
service will expire on 13th of July, 1864. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. F. DEMENT, 
Captain, Commanding First Maryland Battery. 


{First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS MCINTOSH’S BATTALION, 
July 9, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Captain Dement represents that the term of service of thirty of his 
men will expire on the 13th instant, and of others from that time 
until September; sufficient in numbers, if discharged, to break up the 
company. The men claim and expect to be discharged. But the act 
of Congress of February 7, 1864, retaining troops in service, makes no 
exemptions, and information is desired to know if the act applies to 
Marylanders. 

D. G. McINTOSH, 
Tneutenant- Colonel. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY, THIRD CORPS, 
July 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
R. L. WALKER, 
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, Third Corps. 


[Third indorsement. | 


Hpgrs. ARTILLERY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
July 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, in absence of General Pendleton. 
D. D. PENDLETON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Fourth indorsement. ]} 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
July 9, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded for decision. 

It is requested that this paper be returned as soon as practicable 
as many similar cases are being presented and the views of the 
Department are not known. 

For General R. E. Lee: 


_W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


espectfully returned through General R. E. Lee. . 
‘he Secretary of War has decided that Marylanders in service may 
tly be considered as staying in the Confederacy for an indefinite 
iod, as residents; that they have cast their lots with us, and are 
le to like duties in resisting a common enemy with our own 
- citizens. These men will be retained in service. 

By order Adjutant and Inspector General: 

: aa SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


= STAUNTON, VA., July 20, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Sir: I respectfully suggest the importance, in view of the condition 
of the crops in the Valley, of suspending at least for a time the recent 
call for the slaves and free negroes of that region to work on fortifi- 
ations or for other governmental purposes. I also submit whether 
there is any law authorizing a draft of slaves in Virginia except 
according to State law and through the Governor and the county 
courts. The practical fact is that now all the free negroes in the Val- 
ley are kept constantly and profitably at work under an efficient 
police, and that none can be spared without great mischief. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. BALDWIN. 


3 
‘ 
3 


[First indorsement. ] 


5 ngs JULY 25, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

This presents the question raised by Mr. Baldwin relative to the 
power of impressing slaves in West Virginia, on which I should be 
pleased to have your opinion. 

eee oe 
Secretary. 


[Second indorsement. } 


JULY 26, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 


The act of March 26, 1863, allowed impressments generally for the 
““oood of the service” (fourth section). The ninth section prescribed 
a mode for impressing slaves to labor on fortifications and public 
works. The tenth section contains a limitation on the impressment 
of slaves engaged in work on a plantation, except in cases of urgent 
necessity, prior to Ist of December following. 

Under this act impressments for slaves might be-made for other 
purposes than those specified in the ninth section as in other cases, 
July 16. The supplementary act to the general act above cited con- 
tains nothing to affect the question except that no slave employed on 
a plantation exclusively devoted to the production of grain should 
be impressed, except in cases of urgent necessity and by the com- 
mand of the general commanding. 
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The matter stood thus until the act of 17th of July, referred to by 
Mr. Baldwin. This act authorizes the Secretary of War to employ 
slaves for the various military departments for the necessities of the 
departments, ‘‘according to laws regulating impressment of slaves in 
other cases.” 

There is some reason to argue that the special regulations in refer- 
ence to the impressment of slaves in the ninth section of the act of 
1863 are those referred to in this section and by this language, but it 
is hardly a sound construction of the act, except in reference to those 
slaves who may be wanted for fortifications and to labor on public 
works, as the act clearly contemplates that impressments of slaves 
for other service might be made under the general provisions of the 
impressment act. 

Respectfully, 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 60. Richmond, July 21, 1864. 

I. Officers, contractors of the Government, and their agents are 
prohibited from purchasing or using wheat for feeding horses. 

II. Agents, assessors, and employés on tax-in-kind service who are 
over forty-five years of age will not be molested by enrolling officers. 

III. Paragraph 19, Medical Regulations (1163, Army Regulations), 
is substituted by the following: 

An officer transferring medical supplies will furnish duplicate cer- 
tified invoices to the officer who is to receive them, who shall furnish 
to the issuing officer duplicate receipts (specifying articles and quan- 
tities), accompanied by a report of the quality and condition of the 
supplies, and discrepancies, if any, between the articles received and 
invoiced, a duplicate of which report will also be sent to the Surgeon- 
General. With their returns of hospital property officers will for- 
ward to the Surgeon-General one of the invoices of supplies received 
by them and one of the receipts for supplies issued. A medical offi- 
cer who turns over medical supplies to a quartermaster for storage or 
transportation will forward to the Surgeon-General the quartermas- 
ter’s receipt for the packages. When a medical officer to whom 
stores are forwarded has reason to suppose them miscarried, he shall 
promptly inform the issuing and forwarding officers and the Surgeon- 

yeneral. 

IV. Paragraph 53, Medical Regulations (1197, Army Regulations), 
is modified as follows: 

Every medical officer will report to the Surgeon-General and to the 
medical director the date when he arrives at a station or when he 
leaves it, and his orders in the case, stating the date of their recep- 
tion, their nature, number, date, and source, and at the end of each 
month, whenever not at his station, whether on service or on leave of 


absence, and when on leave of absence his post-office address for the 
next month. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


. 
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BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
5 Richmond, July 21, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to ask your attention to the following con- 
siderations: 

The railroads now have no difficulty in bringing on whatever is 
offered; such is the report of the Quartermaster’s Department. The 
purchasing .commissaries at the south for one or two months past 
have been unable to collect subsistence. Funds insufficiently fur- 
nished do not suffice to furnish outstanding engagements. The peo- 
ple have seen the commissioners of appraisement fixing prices in 
relation to their view of the depreciation of the currency, thereby 
aggravated, and producers look for further advance without limit, 
and only part with their commodities when money is needed for pay- 
ment of taxes and current expenditure, preferring an appreciating 
article to a depreciating currency. 

Comnissaries, therefore, cannot buy even if supplied with funds, 
and without them cannot impress. The law requires payment after 
all the preliminary difficulties have been surmounted, but the people 
South do not pay much regard to notices of impressment, oppose the 
process, and make other dispositions of their goods, refusing informa- 
tion thereon, while the civil law gives no remedy to unpopular pro- 
ceedings instituted by officers in these cases. In addition to these 
difficulties the late schedule of Virginia for July and August will have 
a reflex action on the other States, and the poor, as usually happens, 
will be victims, including soldiers’ families. 

It is not to be expected that the first of a new crop (after that crop 
has been surely made) should outsell the grain when consumption has 
exhausted partially the surplus secured. 

The estimated fund required by this Bureau to last till the next 
session of Congress was based on the cost of $2 per ration; its actual 
cost now is over $6. The means appropriated to meet the requisi- 
tions per month are not by one-third of what was the estimated 
expenditure per month authorized by the last law of Congress mak- 
ing appropriations for this Bureau. The requisitions made and 
unpaid are over $20,000,000 for this Bureau. Furthermore, the law 
respecting hospital commutations has created an expenditure need- 
less and enormous, and the purchase of wheat and corn at $30 and 
$24, respectively, by the Virginia schedule and the reflex action on 
the other States referred to above calls for an expenditure which 
astounds and defies calculation. 

The producers themselves who have not become blind by avarice 
see bankruptey impending and attach no value to money so recklessly 
spent. The poor cannot buy at all, and the Treasury will be hope- 
lessly wrecked. 

As an illustration, in one of the counties I understand the court 
has appointed a committee to fix the market value of wheat, and 
they have placed it at $50 per bushel under the stimulus of the com- 
missioners of appraisements, whose decrees have hitherto been below 
market prices, though in the present schedule they have aimed at . 
reaching them by consulting men competent to deal in such mat- 
ters, and, I understand, by adding near 50 per cent. to the point 
concluded on. 

This action should be at once revised. The amount of currency 
in circulation warrants no such prices. The scarcity here has been 
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simply the measure of the difficulty of transportation hither of corn 
from the South. There has been always enough of breadstuff in the 
land to feed all the people‘and the Army. Furthermore, this appraise- 
ment in its consequent effects simply gives all the bonded agricultur- 
ists exemptions free. ; 
Under present circumstances the Army cannot be subsisted, and 
immediate action is necessary and obvious. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, : 
Commissary- General. 
[Indorsement. ] 


JULY 31, 1864. 
It is more easy to see the mischief here than provide the remedy. 
The only true corrective is in a sounder and more acceptable currency. 
J. Ane, 
Secretary. 


[JULY 21, 1864.—For Seddon to Brown, in reply to Brown to Davis 
of July 19, see Series I, Vol. LH, Part I, p. 711. | 


[JULY 21, 1864.—For Seddon to Cobb, in regard to proclamation of 
Governor Brown, of Georgia, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 710. | 


RICHMOND, VA., July 21, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 

DEAR SiR: Permit me most respectfully to present you with a 
statement of facts which I deem of intense interest to the Confed- 
eracy and to my native State. The three-years’ term of service of 
many of the gentlemen of my State who have served faithfully in 
the Confederate cause having expired, they have been informed, and 
believe, that they are entitled to an honorable discharge and are 
not liable to conscription. 

They have come to Richmond for the purpose of obtaining what 
they deem their right, and have been met with indignity and insult 
and ordered to report to the Maryland Line. Many of these soldiers 
wish to recruit their health, or visit their families in Maryland, but 
none are willing to desert the flag they have so gallantly defended, as 
well you know. But I fear their sense of justice, if persistently 
denied, may drive them back to their homes, without your leave and 
to the degradation of themselves and State. 

_ I most earnestly beg that you will apply such” remedy as in your 
judgment may seem right and just. 
And I am, most respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
J. CALVERT, 
Of Maryland. 
[First indorsement. ] 
JULY 22, 1864. 

Secretary of War for consideration and remarks. 

J. D. 


iin te 4 * 
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4 JULY 24, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the President. 

I confess to little sympathy with either the position or spirit of the 
writer. He, in common with many other Marylanders (of Southern 
principles and sympathy), seems to take great merit for serving in 
- our Confederate Army, and expects a different measure from what is 
exacted from our own gallant native soldiers. Now, to my conception, 
these Marylanders have more wrongs to avenge, more rights to assert, 
and more motives to service than even our own citizens, and should cer- 

tainly not less cheerfully and bravely endure the sacrifices and perils 
of a return to the service. They are, too, in my judgment, clearly 
embraced in the terms of the law which exacts the service of all resi- 
dents and plainly contemplates that soldiers in service should be 
retained. 

I know no better description of a resident than one staying indefi- 
nitely—for a period which may endure for a long period—as, for 
instance, till the declaration of peace, and whose return then may 
be dependent on uncertain contingencies; and I have no hesitation 
in considering Marylanders here for the war as residents. Every 
privilege is granted them consistent with service, they being allowed 
to go to the Maryland Line and select their own companies therein. 
I know of no insult or offense offered to any, unless it may be that to 
one (not the writer, but a Mr. Simon, I think), who, in rather an 
offensive manner, desired to know if the Confederate authorities 
meant to deny or abuse the privilege of asylum to the refugee, and 
received rather sharply the answer that men were expected to unite 
in defending their place of refuge and not, like the feeble and help- 
less, to be sheltered by the bravery and manhood of others. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


TREDEGAR ITRON- WORKS, 
Richmond, July 22, 1864. 
His Excellency President DAVIs: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take the liberty of representing to Your Excel- 
leney that I apprehend there will be great difficulty in carrying out 
any enterprise for the Government involving large expenditures unless 
the schedule of prices recently promulgated by the commissioners for 
the State of Virginia can be greatly modified and very promptly. 
Our agents at the blast furnaces (at least one of them) write that 
wheat was freely sold at $10 per bushel prior to the publication of the 
schedule, and all seem to concur that its effect will be almost to 
destroy the purchasing value of the currency. As a farmer it is to 
my interest to get a good price for my wheat, and as a manufacturer 
the increase in cost of supplies must eventually come out of the Gov- 
ernment, so far as it consumes our production, but as citizens we are 
all interested in sustaining the currency of the country. I am not 
advised whether, under the law, Your Excellency has control of this 
matter, but I presume under advice the commissioners, whom I know 
to be patriotic and intelligent men, will reconsider their action and 
make it conform to what seems to be the public wish. At all events, 
as one citizen whose labors for the Government must be very deeply 
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affected by it, I venture to present to you my experience and appre- 
hensions. 
T have the honor to be, your: obedient servant, 
JOSEPH R. ANDERSON. 


[First indorsement.] 


Referred to the Secretary of War. ; 

The subject is one of great interest, and has been considered in 
conference between us. This letter enforces the view that it is proper 
to act promptly. ea 


[Second indorsement. ] 


- JULY 25, 1864. 

The commissioners have been summoned. . 
a, AL Ses 

Secretary. 


RICHMOND, VA., July 22, 1864. 
Hon. HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON, 
Sandy Grove, New Barton Post-Office, Ga.: 


My DEAR Sir: Your favor of the 30th ultimo has been received,* 
and your suggestions on the subject of blockade-running have had 
from me the consideration which I always give to your opinions or 
suggestions. My message returning, with objections, the bill passed 
by Congress was not published until the 8th instant. A copy is in- 
closed to you, and if you please, it would I think be useful to have it 
published in some of your papers of widest circulation, as it contains 
such an exposition of the policy of the Confederate Government on the 
subject as will correct misrepresentations. While Iam unwilling even 
to seem disobliging to those who have a common purpose with the 
Confederate Government, I am compelled by its present necessities to 
use full authority vested in me by Congress in this matter. JI am per- 
suaded that after understanding fully the difficulties surrounding any 
other course, and the obstacles thrown in the way of the Confederate 
Government by blockade-runners to defeat the legislation of a former 
session of Congress, you will concur with me in the necessity of not 
relaxing the regulations established. As soon as Congress had em- 
powered the Executive to control this trade, so as to use our staples 
with the greatest efficiency and secure our Government against the 
monopoly and exactions of blockade-runners, these latter attempted 
to interpose the State authorities between themselves and the General 
Government, and thus evade the regulations. Charters thus effected 
are certainly not entitled to more than ordinary consideration. Many 
persons, not aware of the objects for which it was to be used, sanc- 
tioned with their approval the bill which authorized States to charter 
ships, &c., which I was compelled to veto, as it would have rendered 
unattainable the objects of previous legislation by enabling owners 
to place every ship in the trade under such control as to deprive the 
Confederate Government of their use and of the best means of obtain- 
ing the sinews of war. An amendment was passed during the last 
hours of the session authorizing the exemption from the regulations 
of vessels already chartered by States. I could not approve this, 


* Not found. 
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because it was regarded as substantially liable to the objections pre- 
sented in a message and sustained by the Congress. I was informed 
that arrangements had been made for such charters to such an extent, 
that would have deprived the Confederate Government of the benefits 
it had just begun to realize from the policy of the law in regard to 
foreign commerce. The ships owned by the States are exempted from 
the regulation, and the State authorities are not prevented from char- 
tering one-half of every vessel, one-half only being claimed for the 
service of the General Government. The whole of one vessel affords 
no greater commercial facilities to the State authorities than the half 
of two; but to allow them to absorb the entire tonnage of vessels 
under charters made with them by parties seeking to evade the law, 
would probably produce embarrassing results, which in the present 
urgent necessities of our country I cannot consent to encounter. I 
believe that a full consideration of the question, and of the stringent 
wants of the Confederate Government, charged as it is with the arma- 
ment and equipment of large armies, and the solution of the financial 
difficulties which do not embarrass the States, will satisfy you as to the 
propriety of my present action. I therefore hope for and much desire 
to have the approval of your sound practical judgment of the course 
which I have felt it my duty to pursue. 
Very truly and respectfully, yours, 
. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 


RICHMOND, VA., June 10, 1864. 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 

AMERICA: 

I herewith return to your honorable body, with my objections, a 
bill which originated in the House entitled ‘‘An act to amend an act 
entitled an act to impose regulations upon the foreign commerce of 
the Confederate States to provide for the public defense,” approved 
February 6, 1864. 

The principal provisions of the bill are unexceptionable, but one of 
its clauses requires to be guarded by some restriction or modification 
in order to prevent serious injury to the public service. Fora proper 
understanding of the subject it is necessary to state certain facts, 
probably unknown to many members, and which have an important 
bearing on the policy of the Government. 

Prior to the passage of the act of 6th of February, 1864, the Gov- 
ernment was without any means of making available the cotton and 
tobacco in its possession for the purchase abroad and importation of 
supplies essential to the conduct of the war and the efficiency of the 
Army, other than two or three steamers belonging to the depart- 
ments, and such steamers belonging to private owners as could be 
obtained by contract. The prices charged to the Government were 
100 excessive to be borne, while the profits of the private owners were 
so great as to enable them by the payment of extravagant wages and 
rewards to secure (against the possibility of competition on the part 
of the Government) the choice of the pilots, engineers, and other 
officers available for the service. The large majority of those engaged 
in the trade were foreigners who, by the aid of the fortifications and 
defenses established and maintained in our harbors at the Confed- 
erate expense, were thus enabled to accumulate rapid fortunes, while 
depreciating our currency and exhausting our country of the produc- 
tions which form its most valuable resources for needful supplies 
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during the war. In the beginning these vessels were by consent of the 
owners made partially available for public purposes, and a portion of 
their tonnage was reserved for public use, but always at very extrava- 
gant rates. Subsequently, however, even these profits were insuffi- 
cient to satisfy the demands of some of the traders, and attempts 
were made to enhance gains by bringing State and Confederate 
officials into competition for the use of the vessels. The evil effects 
of the system were so apparent that the act of the 6th of February last 
was passed by your predecessors, and under its provisions regulations 
were adopted which were intended to guard the public interest, while 
still offering to private owners adequate profits to induce a contin- 
uance of the trade. For some weeks after the adoption of these 
regulations strenuous efforts were made by parties interested in the 
business to induce a relaxation of the regulations. Many of the 
vessels remained unemployed on the allegation of the owners that the 
terms imposed by the regulations were so onerous as to render impos- 
sible the continuance of the business. The regulations remained 
unchanged, for I was satisfied, from an examination of the subject, 
that this complaint was unfounded, and that the withdrawal of the 
vessels was an experiment by a combination among the owners on the 
firmness of the Government. The result proved the correctness of 
the view, for, after various attempts to obtain increased advantages, 
the vessels resumed their voyages. Their number has been largely 
inereased, the ability to export produce and import supplies on Goy- 
ernment account has been developed to a greater extent than had 
been anticipated, and the credit of the Government has been so 
improved in foreign markets that the quotations for its loan have 
rapidly advanced. 

It is proper here to observe that among the efforts made to induce 
a change of the regulations, was a warning given to officers of 
the Government that the owners of vessels could make better bargains 
with Governors of States than with the Confederate Government, and 
that if the regulations were not relaxed in their favor, they would 
transfer their vessels to the Executives of the several States and thus 
withdraw them from the operations of the regulations. 

Reverting to the terms of the act of 6th of February, 1864, it is to 
be observed that by the fifth section it was provided that nothing in 
the act ‘“‘shall be construed to prohibit the Confederate States or any 
of them from exporting any of the articles herein enumerated on their 
own account.” Holding in view this expression of the legislative 
will, the regulations authorized by the law were formed and are now 
in force, based substantially on the following policy: 

First. That every vessel owned by private persons shall be con- 
sidered on every voyage as chartered to the Confederate Government 
for one-half of her tonnage, outward and inward. 

Second. That all private owners of cargo exported from the Confed- 
eracy shall bring in return supplies equal to one-half of the proceeds 
of their expected cargo. 

Third. That the several States shall remain at liberty to charter the 
other half of each vessel, and shall be free to carry out or bring back 
cargo on that half without being subject to the regulations. 

It will be perceived that the policy of these regulations places the 
several States on an equal footing with the Confederate Government 
so far as is possible, the only difference being that while the Confed- 
eracy imposes a forced charter for one-half of the tonnage in its own 
favor, it has no authority to do more for the States than to leave the 
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other half subject to their use by charter obtained by consent of the 


owners. 

When these regulations were accepted by the owners of vessels 
they amounted in substance to an agreement on their part to charter 
half of their tonnage to the Confederacy on every voyage at the rates 
stipulated in the regulations. 

Now, the bill which I return to the House makes three provisions: 

First. That cargo shipped by the States shall not be subject to the 
regulations, and to this there can be no objection. It merely reaffirms 
the law as it stands. — 

Second. That vessels owned by any State and employed for the 
exclusive use of the State shall not be subject to the regulations; and 
to this no objection is made, as it places vessels owned by any State 
on the same footing as vessels owned by the Confederacy. 

Third. That vessels chartered by any State for its exclusive use 
shall not be subject to the regulations; and this is the provision to 
which objection is made, because it is liable to a construction which 
would authorize the States, instead of chartering from the owners of 
vessels in the trade, only that half which remains at their disposal 
under the regulations, and thus preserving equality with the Confed- 
rate Government in this matter, to charter the entire tonnage of the 
vessels, thus depriving the Confederacy of a resource now at its dis- 
posal, and without which very serious embarrassments to the public — 
service would ensue. When it is remembered that the number of 
private vessels in the service is limited, that the profits of exporting 
produce are very large, that the temptation to engage in the business 
will be great, it is easy to perceive how grave might become the con- 
sequences of sanctioning a system under which the several States and 
the Confederate Government would be competitors for contracts with 
the owners of the vessels engaged in this commerce, and how imminent 
the risk that the Confederacy would be deprived of this indispensable 
means of carrying on the war. 

T trust therefore that the House will concur in the opinion that the 
words ‘‘or chartered” should be stricken out of the closing sentence 
of the bill, or that a clause should be added providing ‘‘that nothing 
in this law shall be so construed as to affect the rights of the Confed- 
erate States under existing regulations to the use of one-half the ton- 
nage of each vessel engaged in the trade, except such as are owned 
exclusively by a State.” 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, July 23, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

Str: Your letter of the 5th instant has been received, having been 
delayed for some time in its coming by the interruption of the postal 
communications. This Department stated to you in its letter of the 
5th of May last the principle which regulated its conduct. That 
principle is that Congress by the act of the 17th of February last con- 
tinued in the service all the persons who were then in service for the 
war who belonged to the class between eighteen and forty-five years; 
that Mr. Russell was of that class and was not withdrawn from it by 
any of the sections of the same act or of any previous act. 
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In your letter of the 19th of May you contested that rule with 
assumptions and arguments that did not carry conviction to the mind 
of the Department. If the Department were to admit the assumptions 
it would admit that the Legislature of North Carolina could withdraw 
from the military service the troops of that State whenever in their 
judgment they were necessary for State service. This would be to 
reverse the rule established in the Constitution of the Confederate 
States and paralyze the faculties of the Confederate Government for 
the carrying on of the war. The Department has conceded many 
things to the government of North Carolina with the view to secure 
a cordial co-operation of the government and people in the defense of 
the country in the great struggle in which it is now engaged; but it 
cannot make a concession of a principle so vital as the one contained 
in the question under discussion. If Mr. Russell be legally liable to 
military service he should render it, and the Department cannot, in 
justice to others similarly situated, bend the law so as to discharge him. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 23, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

Should you arrest Russell and have him in custody you had better 
make return to any writ that may be served that you hold him under 
the law suspending the writ of habeas corpus for seeking to evade 
military service. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
fichmond, July 26, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Str: [ return herewith the application made in behalf of the State 
of Virginia to be allowed to control the production of the Matoaca 
Manufacturing Company at Petersburg, now under contract with 
this department. The liberal spirit always manifested by the Goy- 
ernor of Virginia in connection with the State resources ealls for all 
the concession that can be made, Still, this appeal is not without 
its difficulty, especially as the factory referred to is by large measure 
the most productive establishment within the State. I have aimed 
for some time, as you are aware, to increase the yield of the cotton 
and woolen factories to a point which would enable this Bureau to 
respond to the demands of the other branches of the service 
Throughout the extreme Southern States one of the greatest difficul- 
ties encountered proceeded from the State Executives who sought to 
provide for the wants of the soldier and relieve also the necessities 
of the people. The Governor of Florida controls the only factory 
within that State, and the Governor of Georgia monopolizes the pro- 
duction of four within that State through details controlled by him. 
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Governor Watts, of Alabama, has just made an appeal for a similar 
favor, while now, as all along from North Carolina, owing to the 
peculiar policy pursued by that State, we draw not a single yard of 
any kind of material. These encroachments and concessions go far, 
you will see, to defeat the accomplishment of the object in view. I 
feel satisfied, too, that it would be better for the State authorities to 
allow this department to control the factory products so far as they 
may be needed for military purposes, and abstain, at least as far as 
home resources are concerned, from their auxiliary efforts to clothe 
the Army, The necessities of the people and objects of charity 
must be postponed to the wants of the Army, and as yet we have 
never secured from the factories as much material as was needed. I 
have been thus particular because of the quarter from which this 
call comes, and of the fact that in spite of its merit I feel compelled 
to suggest that one of the medium-size factories be taken for State 
purposes, if one must be had, rather than the one applied for. 
Your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster- General. 
(Inclosure. ] 


COMMERCIAL AGENCY OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, May 25, 1864. 
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA: 


Sir: Application has been made to every cotton factory in this 
State and in North and South Carolina and Georgia to which access 
could be had in the hope that I might be able to obtain cotton cloth 
and yarns. In Virginia the universal response has been that the 
whole working capacity of every mill is entirely absorbed by the Con- 
federate Government. In the other States I was assured that the 
Confederate Government had contracts for the entire produce after 
their respective States were supplied. The result is that I could not 
obtain from a single factory a single pound of yarns or yard of cloth, 
nor even a promise of any in a remote future. The agents of the 
Matoaca Factory in Petersburg expressed a great desire to supply the 
State, and are willing to have Virginia substituted for the Confeder- 
ate Government. The benefit of this arrangement, which needs only 
the assent of the Secretary of War to this agency, would be immense 
and enable our very poor to reap the same. Virginia alone has yielded 
all to the cause. She has not in this struggle thought of herself, and 
but for her necessities would not now interpose even a wish which 
might impede or in anywise interfere with the Confederate Govern- 
ment. The loss of this one factory cannot materially affect the Gov- 
ernment, while the gain to Virginia would be immense. The whole 
dependence of this agency now for supplies is upon second hands. 
This increases the cost to our people. The wants of our people are 
too well known to you and the Honorable Secretary to say more. I 
trust that he will not hesitate upon your application to transfer the 
Matoaca factory to this agency. 

Very respectfully, 
S. BASSETT FRENCH, 
Commercial Agent of Virgina. 


[First indorsement.] 
May 30, 1864. 
Quartermaster-General for inquiry and report how far this factory 
can be yielded or shared with the State. It is desirable some power 
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should be allowed the State to carry out the beneficent end of the late 
State law to supply these people at less inordinate prices than the 
manufacturers charge the public. Hee 


[Second indorsement.] 


JULY 28, 1864. 
Retain for conference with the Governor of Virginia. Aa 
JULY 28, 1864. 


In answering give copy of General Lawton’s to the commercial 
agent of the State. 


[Third indorsement.] 


FPASS: 
(Copy sent July 29, 1864.) 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 
July 26, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: I respectfully submit that the generals of reserves for 
the several States should be authorized to effect some organization of 
detailed men for military purposes. It is already settled that these 
detailed men constitute part of the reserve forces. Eight thousand 
men have already been detailed in Virginia; besides these there are 
at least 25,000 applications for detail pending in this State. There 
are 11,000 cases pending in two Congressional districts alone. Most 
of these are able-bodied men, and could render good service in emer- 
gencies. Now, it will not do, as a general rule, to incorporate these 
detailed men with the permanent companies of reserves. A reserve 
company is but seldom stationed for service in the county in which it 
was raised. Some of them are now serving at a distance of from 100 
to 200 miles from their homes. A raid may be made upon a county 
when the reserve companies of that county are thus absent upon dis- 
tant service, and there being no officers at home to call them out and 
embody them, no organization to which they could attach themselves, 
they could not be made available for local defense. It therefore 
becomes necessary to organize these detailed men into local compa- 
nies at home. In this way only can they be armed, drilled, and made 
fit for service. Besides, if these local companies are formed many 
able-bodied men who are exempt from all military duty will join them, 
provided the guarantee is given that the companies will not be called 
out except in emergencies and for the defense of their own section. 
I have ascertained that in this way I can raise 300 additional men in 
Halifax County alone, who could be quickly moved to Staunton River 
bridge in case of another attack on that point. In obedience to your 
suggestion I inclose the rough draft of an order which would accom- 
plish the objects indicated. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. L. KEMPER, 
Brigadier- General. 
[First indorsement.] 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
July 26, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

HLA CRAY? 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


i - eo [Second indorsement. ] a, - — s 
Pcie. , JULY 27, 1864, — 
_ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: ~ it 

The idea is approved. Let the order be thus: All detailed men, 
including those between eighteen and forty-five years of age, being in | 
the military service, should be arranged into companies and appropri- 
ate organizations by the commander of the reserve forces, to whom 
they will report, and who will command them. They are not expected 
to be called out except in emergency, occurring in or near the coun- 
ties of their abode; nor will service be exacted of them beyond that 
county and those contiguous thereto. All exempts will be allowed 
and are invited to enroll themselves with such companies, so as to 
be prepared to aid in defending their homes when menaced by the 


enemy. 
J. AgsS: 


[Inclosure.] 


All detailed men, including those between eighteen and forty-five 
years of age, constitute a portion of the reserve forces. Their names 
will be borne upon the rolls of the companies of reserves organized in 
the company districts in which they severally reside, and will be 
ealled out for active service with their respective companies in and 
during emergencies; or the said detailed men may, at the discretion 
of the generals of reserves, be organized into independent companies 
for local defense and special service. The local companies of detailed 
men which may be organized under this order will not be required to 
perform service beyond the limits of the section in which they were 
severally raised, and will not be called into the field except in and 
during emergencies for the defense of their respective sections. They 
will be armed, disciplined, and regularly drilled under the direction 
of the generals of reserves. All persons capable of bearing arms who 
are exempt from military service will be allowed to be mustered into 
the local companies authorized by this order. 


NEGROFOOT POST-OFFICE, 
Hanover County, Va., July 27, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR Str: Since the publication of the last schedule the people of 
this section are terribly alarmed and pronounce the notes and bonds 
of the Confederate States of very little value, for if Government will 
pay five times more now than was paid by the former schedule for 
wheat they acknowledge a sad state of things, and people argue 
repudiation must be the ultimate result. , 

Timplore and beg of you to use all your energies to remedy this 
great evil and likewise to aid all in your power the Secretary of the 
Treasury to restrict the gold hucksters to reasonable rates for specie, 
for our currency is certainly better than the Yankee issue, and what 
prevents a schedule to be fixed for them? 

Since the schedule is published physicians have raised their charges 
from $6 a visit to $45, to keep up with the price of wheat and corn. 

The wheat crop here is not larger than the last, but much superior 
in quality, and prospects for corn very good. 

I remain, with much regard, your humble servant, |. 
A. W. NOLTING. 
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[JULY 28, 1864.—For proclamation of Governor Brown, of Georgia, 
banishing aliens who refuse to volunteer for defense of the State, see 
Series I, Vol. LII, Part II,_p. 714. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 28, 1864. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida: 


Sir: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to the appointment of 
commissioners to take testimony concerning the losses sustained by 
the citizens of Florida by the illegal conduct of the military authori- 
ties of the Confederate States, also in reference ‘to the controversy 
between the railroad company and certain officers of the Confederate 
States, involving a complaint on the part of a circuit court in Florida, 
and requesting the appointment of a suitable officer for the command 
of the troops in that State, has been received. 

The case you describe in your letter of losses inflicted upon citizens 
by unauthorized or wanton acts of military authorities has not been 
provided for by any act of Congress. Congress has not acknowledged 
its responsibility to such claims, nor have they provided for their 
examination. They have provided for the sequestration of the prop- 
erty of alien enemies to indemnify those who may suffer from confis- 

‘eation acts of the United States. 

For the perpetuation of testimony in cases in which property has 
been seized, wasted, or destroyed by the enemy, and slaves captured 
or abducted by them; for perpetuation of testimony where property 
has been destroyed, either by the military authorities or by the owners, 
to.prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy, the act of the Pro- 
visional Congress, No. 270, specifies the mode in which testimony in 
these cases shall be taken; and as it is analogous to the case presented 
in your letter, I would suggest to Your Excellency the adoption of the 
mode there prescribed. The act of the first session of the First Con- 
gress, chapter 5, page 2, relating to the destruction of property by 
military authorities to prevent its capture, adopts the same act, and 
directs that the mode of proceeding designated may be pursued in that 
case. 

The persons you have recommended will be appointed commis- 
sioners under the act of Congress ‘‘for the establishment and pay- 
ment for a certain description of property taken or impressed for the 
use of the Army.” The title of the act shows that it is limited to a 
certain class of property (army supplies) for the use of the Army, and 
the object of the act is to collect testimony of the claims for the con- 
sideration of the accounting officers of the Treasury. The claims 
mentioned in your letter are included in the act. The commissioners 
can be instructed to receive testimony upon the class of claims you 
mention, but their report will have to receive the sanction of Congress 
before the accounting officer could act upon it. 

No act of Congress has recognized the liability of the Government 
for such claims as you mention, nor made appropriation for their pay- 
ment. The Department sincerely regrets the disagreement, conflict, 
or irritation between the authorities of Florida and the Confederate 
States. The patriotism and self-sacrifice of the people of Florida and 
the cordiality with which their government has supported the common 
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cause are fully recognized by this Department, and it would fail in its 
duty if it did not avoid as far as practicable affording them any cause 
for complaint. 

Your Excellency must remember the obstructions that have been 
opposed to the removal of the iron on the Florida Railroad for the 
completion of the necessary military connections between Florida and 
Georgia. You can testify to the care that the Department has exer- 
cised in obtaining the best opinion ‘and in forming a just conclusion 
on the subject. You can bear witness to the urgency of the measure 
for the common defense. Congress has passed an act empowering 
the Secretary of War, ‘‘whenever he shall be of opinion that it is 
necessary to take private property for public use, by reason of the 
impracticability of procuring the same by purchase, so as to accumu- 
late necessary supplies for the Army or the good of the service in 
any locality, he may, by general orders, through the proper subor- 
dinate officers, authorize such property to be taken for the public 
use. 

The Confederacy is now in the fourth year of the war. Its ports | 
have been blockaded, and its foreign commerce nearly destroyed. 
The great highways of commerce in time of peace have been used as 
military highways in this war. They have been greatly impaired by 
the use and have suffered from the raids of the enemy. The neces- 
sity of taking iron from the less valuable roads in order to repair 
those more necessary is an imperious necessity. The Department 
cannot sustain the armies in the field without a resort to this expe- 
dient. One would think that honor, patriotism, and public spirit 
would dictate a proffer to the country of property of the kind in 
such an emergency, and that shame would prevent the use of any 
obstructive measures against an object so necessary to the public 
safety. 

The Department has not, for the most part, had its expectations 
fulfilled-in this particular. Injunctions and other forms of delay 
have been resorted to in order to prevent its action under the act of 
Congress in such cases by railroad corporations and other representa- 
tives of individual interests. 

The question arises, by what authority does a circuit court in one 
of the States issue an injunction against the officers of the Confed- 
erate Government who are performing a duty under an act of Con- 
gress? Such a power was not supposed to exist in the courts of the 
States under the Constitution of the United States. The officers of 
the United States were certainly liable to be sued in State courts for 
any misconduct or illegality, but their official functions, whether they 
were judicial or executive officers, were not supposed to be subject 
to the jurisdiction or control of the State authorities. The conse- 
quences of an attempt to exercise such a control would generally be 
injurious and might be fatal. The Department does not know to 
what length such an interposition might not be carried. 

Are the generals on the field subject to an injunction whenever 
they establish a camp on private property or infringe the right of 
individual ownership? Must the collector of taxes submit to restraints 
of the same kind in their functions of assessing and collecting the 
revenues? Can the Department on Foreign Affairs be enjoined from 
negotiating treaties or conceding commercial advantages? Can the 
Postmaster-General be inhibited or restrained from selecting a par- 
ticular route for his post road? Are the Executive Departments of 
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the Confederate States, in exercise of their ordinary functions under 
Confederate laws, subject-to the State writs of injunction, manda- 
mus, &¢. ? ; ; 

The power to take private property for public use is one of the 
great powers of Government. In this case its exercise has been 
delegated to one of the Executive Departments of the Government. 
Its exercise at this time is invoked by a great public exigency, in 
which all the Confederate States are concerned, and it is affirmed 
that the power to prevent or restrain this can be given to an inferior 
judge of one of the States, an officer in no wise responsible to this 
Confederacy. 

The Department has in a multitude of cases yielded to the exercise 
of authority by State judicial authorities in cases in which it was 
exceedingly clear the judgment was erroneous’ and the power to 
decide did not exist. In some eases the judges have undertaken to 
examine a conscript in open court, and to pronounce, in opposition 
to the Medical Board, that he labored under a physical incapacity for 
field service, and discharged him; in other cases have withdrawn a 
soldier from the Army to detail him to manage private business, and 
the Department would be glad in this case to show its respect for the 
officers of Florida by yielding to its claims for jurisdiction without 
any contest; but Your Excellency must see that delays are dangerous, 
and may be to the last degree pernicious to the interests of the whole 
Confederacy. 

Coneession here involves the necessity for concession elsewhere. 
The great highway in Alabama has been seriously damaged for twenty- 
five miles. Those of Georgia may be reached by the enemy at any 
time. Those in Virginia and North Carolina are at all times in peril. 
The Department must employ all the power that it has to obtain the 
means to repair mischief and damage. 

A just regard for the structure of our Government, for the grave 
and responsible duties that are imposed upon its members at the 
present time, and for the imminent danger in which we are all involved, 
would seem to require that the authorities of Florida should not 
interfere to embarrass the operations that have been commenced. 
Such have been the interruptions in postal communication that this 
Department has not had a copy of the record in the ease, and does 
not know what the allegations of the bill are. As soon as practicable 
answer will be made to the mandate of the court, but it is urged and 
hoped that there may be no delay in the prosecution of the necessary 
construction of the road. 


The Department will instruct the officer commanding in Florida — 


upon the subject of the treatment due to the women and children who 
are referred to in your letter. There will certainly be every disposi- 
tion not to aggravate to them the severities necessary to repress the 
crimes of deserters and disloyalists. 

The commissioners recommended by you have been approved under 
the recent act to take evidence in case of irregular impressment, &e. 
The President has now under consideration the propriety of relieving 
Col. Caraway Smith by some other officer, who may in some larger 
measure command your confidence and that of the people of your 
State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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€ ONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, — st 
Richmond, Va., July 29, 1864. 
Gemcral G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your (oven of the 19th 
gristaint: transmitted through the Adjutant-General, having reference 
to the numerous deserters from the Federal Army. It is certainly 
very important to encourage such desertion; but the disposition of 
deserters is one of the most embarrassing subjects that has come 
under the consideration of the Department. Whenever they have 
been turned loose upon parole, exacted of fidelity or good behavior, 
they have soon proved themselves disaffected or turbulent and been 
productive in our cities of serious disorders and crimes. Efforts have 
been made at different points to arrange workshops on which they 
could be employed on wages; but if near cities, disorderly proceed- 
ings have resulted, and if at distant points, the people of the vicinity 
have become seriously alarmed, and have remonstrated against the 
effect produced upon the slaves. In some instances in which they 
have been sent to the owners of mining and manufacturing estublish- 
ments, the owners of slaves engaged in the same works have with- 
drawn them or threatened to do so, and the people of the vicinity 
have insisted on the removal or confinement of the deserters. In sev- 
eral instances some of these very deserters, who, after remaining a 
short time, have disappeared, have been recognizea in raiding parties 
of the enemy acting as guides. In consequence we have been for the 
most part obliged to consider deserters as prisoners of war until 
opportunity offered to allow them to pass across the borders, when 
that privilege has been accorded them. I cannot, therefore, think it 
would be judicious for the Government to come under any pledge to 
subsist and permit them to go anywhere they might please. The 
utmost that could be done would be an assurance that they would not 
be injured; that horses or equipments brought by them would be 
taken at fair valuation, and that when suitable opportunity offered 
they would be allowed to pass the lines. As far as practicable, the 
Department has tried to induce among our people living behind the 
enemy’s armies the sentiment which their own safety likewise incul- 
cates—that they should favor the rapid transit of deserters, and facili- 
tate their passage of the rivers on their way to the United States. As 
far as may be in your power, it might be well to promote such feeling 
and action on the part of the people in the vicinity of General Gr ant’s 

arniy. 
Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., July 29, 1864. 
Hon. J. B. BALDWIN, 
Staunton, Va.: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 20th in- 
stant, urging the importance of restoring the slaves and free negroes 
of the Valley District to aid in saving the large crop of that section. 

I entirely agree with you in reference to the importance of retain- 
ing all the labor which can. be spared consistently with more pressing 
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and immediate necessities. Recent triumphs of our army in the Val” 
ley will probably prevent the necessity of any immediate call on the 
reserves, and it is hoped they, together with the slave labor, will suf- 
fice to secure the crop. 

In relation to the power of impressment of slave labor, I have exam- 
ined the laws and had the benefit of Judge Campbell’s counsel on the 
points presented by you. It seems to me clear, to prevent the oper- 
ation of the Confederate law, it would be necessary the States should 
have provided laws of impressment coextensive with the necessity 
intended to be met. As such is confessedly not the legislation of 
Virginia, the Confederate law in regard to impressment must, on just 
principles of construction, be held applicable to the slaves of that 
State. E - 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — - 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 27. Richmond, Va., July —, 1864. 


I. Paragraphs IV, V, VI, VI, and VIII, of General Orders, No. 
57, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, are here- 
with made a part of this circular, and the attention of commandants 
of conscripts and of disbursing officers attached to the conscript 
service is especially called thereto.* 

II. The following additional and special regulations are established 
in accordance with the above-recited paragraph VIII, of General 
Orders, No. 57, relative to the disbursement of the appropriation for 
the conscript service: 

1. The quartermaster at the headquarters of the commandant in 
each State, or the quartermaster designated for that service by the 
commandant, will make monthly estimates for funds to cover the 
probable necessary current and extraordinary expenses in that State 
for the succeeding month. He will also every two months make an 
estimate of funds for “‘the pay of officers, non-commissioned officers, 
privates, and clerks” belonging specially to this service for the period 
of two months. These estimates will cover all the expenses of the 
service in the State for the period specified, and will in all cases be 
approved by the commandant and forwarded in time to secure prompt 
remittances. 

2. As ordinary care and foresight will generally secure timely 
remittances of funds, the creation of debts by disbursing officers is 
expressly forbidden except upon the approval and by the order of the 
commandant of conscripts, who shall in such ease set forth the reasons 
for the creation of such debt. No outstanding debt will be recognized 
by the Bureau unless it shall have been created in this mode. 

3. All accounts or claims for personal expenses of officers or others 
traveling under special orders of commandants of conscripts shall be 
examined by the officer giving the order, who, if he approve them, 
shall order payment by the quartermaster. Accounts or claims for 
extraordinary expenses shall also be examined by the commandant 
of the State where they were incurred and shall only be paid on his 
approval and order. 


*For paragraphs mentioned (here omitted), see pp. 517, 518. 
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__ 4. Detachments without a quartermaster, whether commanded by 
a commissioned or non-commissioned officer, will be supplied with 
forage in the mode prescribed by General Orders, No. 135, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, series of 1863. 

5. Stationery will be issued in the mode prescribed by paragraph 
1014 of the Army Regulations. If, in the opinion of the commandant, 
a greater quantity than is therein allowed be necessary for the serv- 
ice, he will order the additional issue to be made. The quartermas- 
ter at the headquarters of the commandant will provide the necessary 
amount of stationery for the whole State by requisition on this 
Bureau. 

6. Hereafter no estimates will be sent forward for the commutation 
value of rations. The Bureau of Subsistence will furnish rations in 
kind or pay their fixed commutation value, and, if need be, authorize 
their being purchased in the open market. In this matter officers of 
this Bureau will observe the rules and regulations of the Bureau of 
Subsistence. 

By order of Col. Thomas P. August, acting superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generai. 


i ak) 


8 AUSTIN FRIARS, LONDON, August 1, 1864. 
His Excellency President DAVIs: 

Sir: I am just in receipt of a letter from Maj. Simeon Hart, of San 
Antonio, Tex., in which he informs me he is ordered by his superior 
officer to cancel a contract entered into with me on the 16th of Decem- 
ber, 1862. As this cancellation is reflecting dishonor upon me and 
withholding from me my just dues, and which alone will enable me 
to discharge the honorable engagements I have made for arms, &e., 
for the Government in this city, and as this act is inflicting upon me 
the greatest possible injustice, I have by this mail forwarded to Hon. 
J. P. Benjamin a full statement of the facts of the case, to which I 
have the honor to refer you. Also referring Your Excellency to Hon. 
Dunean F. Kenner and L. Q. C. Lamar, and praying that you will 
cause the cancellation rescinded at once and justice to be done me, 
which is all I claim; and regretting the necessity that has compelled 
me to call your attention to this matter, and hoping God will grant us 
an early peace, 

Iam, Mr. President, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON CLEMENTS. 
[First indorsement. ] 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1864. 

Secretary of War for attention. 

Anal Bx 
[Second indorsement. ] 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1864. 

To Colonel Bayne for inquiry, consideration, and ee 

PAS Ss 
Secretary. 
[Third indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
On December 16, 1862, Mr. Nelson Clements addressed a letter to 
Maj. S. Hart proposing to deliver, on certain terms, at Matamoras, 
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rifles, shoes, &c. The deliveries were to commence within four months 
after January, 1863. The proposal was accepted by Major Hart. 
Copy of the correspondence is inclosed. This is the contract of which 
Mr. Clements speaks. Iam not informed that any deliveries have 
ever been made. The Caroline Goodyear, schooner, freighted with 
arms by Messrs. Sinclair, Hamilton & Co., under some private arrange- 
ment with Mr. Clements, was captured by the French fleet off the Rio 
Grande, but after much delay released, conditioned not to deliver her 
cargo at any Mexican port. The cargo was landed at Havana, thrown 
on the market, and purchased by Colonel Helm. It having been 
represented to the State Department by its agents abroad that Mr. 
Clements’ efforts to sell his contract were doing great damage to the 
credit of the Government, and no deliveries having been made within 
four months after January 1, 1863, the order of which Mr. Clements 
complains was issued. : 
JOSEPH DENEGRE, 
Captain in Charge. 
[Inclosure. } 
Houston, December 16, 1862. 

Maj. S. HART: 

DEAR Sir: Iam willing to proceed to Europe at once and use my 
means and my best exertions to procure 20,000 stand of muskets or 
Enfield rifles, with all appurtenances, 5,000 revolvers complete, 5,000 
sabers, French army shoes, blankets, gray cloth and trimmings, 
twilled flannel, twilled flannel shirts, and felt hats, the whole invoice 
not to exceed $1,000,000. If the 20,000 stand of muskets or Enfield 
rifles cannot be obtained, 10,000 I agree to furnish, and as many of 
the other articles as I can obtain, and commence to deliver to you at 
Matamoras within four months from the Ist of January, 1863, with 
the agreement and understanding that you pay me on delivery of 
said invoice 100 per cent. upon invoice cost and charges in cotton 
on shipboard at the port where said goods are delivered, at 30 cents 
per pound. It is also agreed that there shall be no delay in furnish- 
ing the cotton. The arms are subject to proper inspection. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
NELSON CLEMENTS. 


T accept above proposition to furnish the above-enumerated public 
stores. 
S. HART, 
Major and Quartermaster, C. S. Army. 
Approved. 
J. B. MAGRUDER, 
Maj. Gen., Comdg. Dist. of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., August 1, 1864. 
Hon. CoLin J. MCRAE: 
(Care of Fraser, Trenholm & Co., Liverpool, England. ) 

SIR: I have received the memorandum of agreement made by you 
with Mr, Alexander Collie, wherein he agrees to purchase, under your 
instructions, army supplies to the value of £200,000, to be delivered 
in the Confederate States. 

Acting in the spirit of clause 10, I have directed a cargo to be fur- 
nished for the Falcon, carrying 1,000 bales, although she brought in 


-_ 


only to the value of £3,000, and came in at Wilmington, 

1ere we cannot generally supply the cotton under the contract. The 
_ price at which we are to receive the goods is low; that is prime whole- 
sale cost, inland carriage, and 24 per cent. commission, with 50 per 


~ eent. upon the prime cost. I suppose that, making due allowance for 


_ expenses of transportation, risk, &c., the above will not give Mr. 
Collie much profit, but his real profit will be in the price of cotton. 
So long as the sea transportation is adequate to carry all the cotton 
that can be brought to Wilmington or Charleston on the railroads, 
and it ean be sent out under the regulations, or in our own vessels, it 
is clearly our interest to realize the proceeds abroad, rather than to 
use it in our own port. It will be cheaper for us to pay in sterling 
rather than in cotton. Hereafter we will endeavor to provide the pur- 
chasing officer abroad with what is requisite to meet the wants of the 
War Department, and will narrow and revoke all previous contracts 
that we ean consistently with the good faith of the Government. The 
present contract does not indicate the port at which the goods are to 
be delivered, and I have suggested to Mr. Collie that the Government 
will elect to take delivery at Mobile or Florida ports, immediately 
accessible to railroad or water navigation, and ean there provide the 
cotton. 

The Honorable Secretary of the Treasury says that ‘‘it will be 
impossible to forward it at Atlantic ports; that there are only 14,000 
bales of Government cotton east of Alabama, and this quantity is 
seattered about over the face of the whole country on the plantations.” 

Under the fifth clause the question has arisen as to whether duties 
were to be paid by Mr. Collie or the Government. The view taken 
by the Secretary of the Treasury and by me is that the goods are not 
the property of the Government, nor at its risk, until they are deliv- 
ered to its agents in the port; this involves the unlading of the ves- 
sels and payment of the duties by Mr. Collie. The coupons of the 
new 6 per cent. bonds are received for duties; the duties, therefore, 
will not amount to any large sum. 

The ninth section, I fear, conflicts with the regulations, the admin- 
istration of which rests with the Secretary of the Treasury. But each 
free cargo of supplies will place us so far in arrears that the question 
will not be of great importance. 

Mr. Watson, agent for Mr. Collie, states that this clause was inserted 
in lieu of certain commissions, and that if the clause cannot be exe- 
cuted under the law and regulations, then some compensation should 
be allowed to him. I would like to have your views on this point. 
Upon application of Mr. Watson I have issued certificates to carry 
out clause 11 of the contract. 

Every effort is now being made to move to the ports cotton to be 
sent abroad for the Government, and I hope to see the shipments 
largely increased, and feel more and more impressed with the view 
that cotton may yet be made the means not only to provide us with 
all the supplies required, but to improve our curreney at home. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Auaust 2, 1864.—For General Orders, No. 52, Army of Northern 
Virginia, regarding ‘“‘ the rights of certain enlisted men * * * who 
claim a discharge from active service,” see Series I, Vol. XLII, Part 
Lp. 1157.) 
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BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., August 2, 1864. 
General B. BRAGG, 
Commanding, ke 
Srr: In the course of an explanation covering other matters, Major 
McCrady, commanding a camp of instruction at Madison, Fla., ad- 
dressing Lieut. Col. T. A. McDonell, an inspector, under your orders, 
recapitulates incidentally the history of certain orders issued by the 
latter to the former and complied with. 


Whenever the report of your inspector may be placed in your ~ 


hands and your convenience may permit, your attention is respect- 
fully invited to the apparent illegality of the particular orders 
referred to. The occasion suggests also a question to which your 
consideration is invited as to the propriety of defining to your inspect- 
ors their relations to the officers of the conscript service. 

The Bureau will receive with attention and respect any suggestions 
or information communicated by you relative to the operations of the 
conscript service that may be developed in the inspections of your 
officers, and suppose that nothing more is desired by yourself. 

It cannot, however, recognize those inspectors when not acting 
under special arrangement or by authority emanating from the Presi- 
dent or Secretary of War. The position created for it in its inception 
by General Orders, No. 82, of 1862—-paragraph 4 of section I]—and 
112 of same series is one which it is not authorized to waive even if it 
would not lose character and usefulness by so doing. 

The Bureau is charged with the conduct of a system the adminis- 
tration of which should be uniform and governed by one head. Upon 
it rests the primary responsibility before the country of protecting 
legal rights as well as enforcing lawful obligations. None of its offi- 
cers should, therefore, be held liable to obey any exceptional orders 
from an eccentric source and conflicting with the general tenor and 
system of their instructions. If they are reported and they are found 
to be in error or derelict, they will be corrected or removed. 

The Bureau has its own system for obtaining information by reports 
and inspections, and also entertains all queries, complaints, or sug- 
gestions from any source, civil or military, whether those relate to 
the general working of its service or to particular questions at issue. 
All such matter is examined and reported upon to the Bureau for its 
action by the inspector-general of conscription. 

In the particular case which has suggested this letter it would seem 
that the conscript officer has through deference to supposed author- 
ity allowed himself, though knowing it to be wrong, to be made the 
instrument of violating legal rights. The act of October 11, 1862, for 
the examination of enrolled men, permits them to be put in the Army 
through one only channel, referring the question of physical ability 
to be determined by one only tribunal, and there is no Executive 
authority in the Confederacy that can prescribe any other process or 
examination. Colonel McDonell, acting doubtless from zeal for the 
good of the service, appears to have set aside the law and ordered 
men into service upon the opinion of a tribunal before which they 
hs tae by his direction and which was without lawful authority 

0 act. 

A copy of the letter of Major McCrady is inclosed herewith, and the 

passages referred to are marked with red ink.* The ultimate return 


* Not found. 
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if his letter is requested for the files of this office, as the original will 
ubtless be transmitted to you with the inspection report. ; 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| T. P. AUGUST, 
Colonel and Acting Superintendent. 


_ SPECIAL eee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
4 No. 181. Richmond, August 2, 1864. 
Vi * * * * * * * 


V. Col. William Miller, of the First Regiment Florida Volunteers, 
is relieved from duty as commandant of conscripts in Florida, and 
will report for duty with his command. 

* * * * : * Bo * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 28. Richmond, Va., August 3, 1864. 


The third clause of paragraph IJ, of Circular No. 27, Bureau of 
Conscription, current series, is amended so as to read as follows: 

No other allowances will be made to officers traveling under orders than trans- 
portation in kind for themselves and their personal baggage, and $10 per diem, as 
provided by the act of Congress approved June 4, 1864, published in General 
Orders, No. 53, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, as act 
No. 3. The attention of commandants of conscripts and of disbursing officers 
connected with the enrolling service is specially invited to paragraph V, of Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 59, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, revok- 
ing all previous orders giving other or different allowances. All accounts or 
claims by officers traveling under the orders of the commandants shall be exam- 
ined by them and approved before payment by the proper disbursing officer. 

’ By order of Col. T. P. August, acting superintendent: 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[August 4, 1864.—For proclamation of Governor Brown, ordering 
the militia of certain counties of Georgia into service, see Series I, 
Vol. LII, Part I, p. 717.] 


8 AUSTIN FRIARS, August 5, 1864. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State, Richmond: 

Str: The originals of the inclosed I beg to state were forwarded to 
you on the 2d instant, care of Maj. C. J. Helm, Havana.* Allow me 
further to state the 4,200 Enfields I delivered to General H. P. Bee on 
23d of September, 1863, cost 50 frances, or at the exchange $24.20, and 


* Inclosures not identified. 
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that in payment in cotton at 30 cents per pound. The arms delivered 


and the Gladiator’s cargo do not come within the range of Mr. Slidell’s 


remarks. He supposes a case that could not exist. i 

In regard to my claim for indemnity from the French, it rested [with ] 
Mr. Slidell to approve it or reject it, and in either case I ask you, sir, 
if as an individual I have not a right to make a claim, and if I am 
amenable to the Confederate Government for so doing? I claim that 
it has no bearing whatever upon my contract, and I only ask if I have 


faithfully performed my contract that my just dues under my con- - 


tract shall be turned over to me without further delay, and I here 
state that I have never even thought, much less attempted, to obtain 
one mill more than I am justly entitled to, directly or indirectly. 

As the letter that has caused this unpleasantness was addressed to 
you, I have taken the liberty of addressing you also. If [it] should 
have gone before a different bureau, I trust you will pardon the error; 
and let me most earnestly request that you will cause it to be brought 
before His Excellency the President and receive that prompt action 
which the exigencies of the case require. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NELSON CLEMENTS. 


AvuGUST 5, 1864. 
His Excelleney “4. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina, Hxecutwe Dept., Raleigh, N. C.: 

Str: I have the honor to invite Your Excelleney’s attention to the 
state of things presented below, and to request your co-operation 
in applying the only remedy which, after much thought and delibera- 
tion, has appeared to be either practicable or adequate. 

The Wilmington and Manchester Railroad forms an essential link 
in the great lines of southern railroads, and there is no exaggeration 
in informing you that the safety of our people and the possibility of 
maintaining the present contest with success depend, to a great 
degree, on the preservation of this road in an efficient condition for 
transportation of troops and provisions, of imported articles, and of 
cotton for exportation. : 

The condition of this road, seriously impaired and worn by the 
constant call upon it for heavy transportation, has long excited appre- 
hension. It is now represented on good authority that unless thor- 
oughly repaired the road must, in three months, become wholly 
incapable of furnishing the transportation which the interest of the 
Government requires. In order to repair it ten or fifteen miles of 
railroad iron are absolutely necessary, and the question whenee this 
amount of iron could best be secured has earnestly occupied the 
attention of the proper authorities. Under present circumstances it 
is evident that the only means of keeping up the efficiency of the 
main track lines of the Confederacy consists in repairing them at the 
expense of other lines of secondary and merely local importance. 

The commissioners, acting on this principle, have recommended 
that the iron required for repairing the Wilmington and Manchester 
Railroad be taken from the western terminus of the eastern section 
of the Wilmington, Charlotte, and Rutherford Railroad from the 
track, namely, beyond Lawrenceburg, where are situated the work- 
shops of the company. 

This opinion is entirely approved by this department, and is indeed 
recommended by paramount and obvious reasons of convenience. 


‘ , ee 
a wet ae 


lial p th mea b 
of North Carolina and those of the Confederate St: 
to be regretted that in the execution of this measure 
onvenience must unavoidably be experienced by a portion 
tate. The interests affected will, however, be purely local, 
n will be the object of the Confederate Government to act in all 
such cases as liberally and leniently as is consistent with the attain- 

ment of its object. Sige . 
The Government, therefore, in removing the iron will pledge itself 
_ to replace it within six months after a treaty of peace between this 
— country and the United States; to pay interest in the meantime on 
the value of the iron, estimated at schedule rates, and to protect the 
interest of the State of North Carolina by such security as may be 

recommended as fair and just. | “ 

Under these circumstances I confidently and earnestly appeal to 
_ Your Excellency for assistance and co-operation. It is impossible to 
overestimate the importance, from a national and military point of 
view, of a thorough repair of the Wilmington and Manchester Rail- 
road. It will, I think, be found equally impossible to effect this by 
any course other than the one recommended above. The highest 
interests of our Army and our Government are involved in the ques- 
tion, and it is in my opinion only by the united action of State and 
Confederate States authorities that danger of a permanent and dis- 
astrous interruption of railroad communication can be effectually 

obviated. 
I respectfully ask for a prompt expression of your views, and am, 

Yours, very respectfully, 


| 


J. ¥. GILMER, 
Major-General, &c. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
- No. 63. j Richmond, August 6, 1864. 

I. All detailed men (including those between eighteen and forty- 
five years of age) will report to and be commanded by the generals of 
reserves in the States to which they respectively belong, who will 
organize them into companies and regiments. It is not anticipated 
that they will be called out except in emergencies occurring in or near 
the counties of their residence, nor will service be exacted of them 
beyond those counties and those contiguous thereto. All exempts are 
allowed and are invited to enroll themselves with such companies, so 
as to be prepared to aid in defending their homes when menaced by 
the enemy. 

Il. Officers and soldiers into whose hands captured colors fall are 
prohibited from presenting them to individuals. ; 

III. Paragraph V, General Orders, No. 59, current series, is not 
intended to apply to officers and bonded agents who are continuously 
engaged in special service by order of the chief of the bureau to 
which they belong and whose duties require them to travel from place 
to place. In such cases personal expenses are allowable in lien of 
commutation of fuel, quarters, and rations. Accounts of expenses 
will be vouched and paid by the chief of the bureau from which the 
orders issue, and transportation will be furnished in kind. _ 

IV. So much of paragraph II, General Orders, No. 95, current 
series, as includes commissioned officers in the operation of the ‘‘ Act 
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to promote the efficiency of the cavalry of the Provisional Army, and 
to punish lawlessness and irregularities of any portion thereof,” is 
revoked. 

V. General Orders, No. 93, 1863, is hereby revoked. 

VI. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 49, 1863, is amended as 
follows: ; 

Surgeons in charge of hospitals will have the military clothing of 
deceased soldiers washed before turning it over to the quartermaster 
for reissue. The appraisement of such clothing will not exceed the 
prices established in general orders. 

VII. Great irregularities in the observance of the orders regarding 
the collection of the tax in kind having existed, attention is called to 
paragraphs I, II, III, and IV, General Orders, No. 48, current series, 
which are repeated and enjoined upon the Army. Those orders are 
not intended to authorize any quartermaster or commissary to estab- 
lish tax depots in organized tax districts, but to allow them, in cases 
where exigency requires it, to collect from producers in Government 
wagons. The supplies already collected at the tax depots are always 
transferable to them upon requisition. Attention of quartermasters 
and commissaries is specially called to this order. <A violation of it 
is an outrage to the tax-payer, and the efficiency of the tax-in-kind 
service demands that offenders against it shall be held to strict 


accountability. 
By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 185. j Richmond, August 6, 1864. 
* * * * * *k * 


X. Capt. G. W. Dorsey’s company (K), of the First Regiment Vir- 
ginia Cavalry, being composed of Marylanders, is transferred to the 
First Battalion of Maryland Cavalry, and will report accordingly. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


8 AUSTIN FRIARS, LONDON, August 6, 1864. 
W. D. MILLER, Esq., or 
Hon. J. H. REAGAN, 
Richmond : 


DEAR Sir: Our mutual friend, Mr. J. D. Shaw, has been kind enough 
to give me the accompanying lines to you, and you can do me a special 
favor and serve the Government at the same. time by seeing that my 
matter is brought before the proper department and acted upon at 
once. On the 16th of December, 1862, I entered into a contract with 
Maj. Simeon Hart at Houston, Tex. This contract was approved by 
General J. B. Magruder, and by letter by General H. P. Bee, at whose 
urgent request I was induced to come. I came over and arrived here 
immediately; arrived the last day of March, 1863. On the 16th of 
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May I sent out the Caroline Goodyear with 7,000 Enfield rifles and 
2,840 Tower muskets. This vessel anchored off the Rio Grande on the 
4th of July, 1863, and had no more than anchored before she was 
boarded by a boat’s crew from the French war steamer Panama, and 
notwithstanding the assurance that her cargo was for the Confederate 
Government, she was forcibly taken possession of and taken to Vera 
Cruz. On the 23d of September the Love Bird, loaded with 10,000 
_ Enfields, arrived, and after discharging 4,200 she was captured by 
another French war steamer and taken to Vera Cruz. On the 29th of 
June the steamer Gladiator arrived there—a vessel that I had loaded 
with blankets, flannels, flannel shirts, army shoes (over 20,000 pairs), 
gray army cloth, and trimmings, an invoice amounting in all to over 
£45,000. Subsequently, and which arrived about November, the Nancy 
Dawson, with 2,500,000 Enfield cartridges, pistols, guns, &c. The ves- 
sel was seized by the Mexican Government and ammunition all used 
and destroyed by them. Under my contract I was to deliver these 
articles at Matamoras, where I was to be paid in cotton at 30 cents per 
pound, and when I made the contract cotton could then be bought in 
any quantity from 15 to 20 cents, currency. 

To make my matter as brief as possible I beg to state that I did in 
good faith execute my entire contract to the letter; and although my 
contract distinctly expresses that there shall be no delay in deliver- 
ing the cotton, and though I did deliver 4,200 Enfield rifles on 23d of 
last September, and the entire amount of Gladiator’s cargo has been 
in readiness since the end of June, one year ago, yet I have had but 
260 bales of cotton turned over to my agent, Mr. A. 8. Ruthven, all 
told. When I purchased the cargo of the Gladiator I gave my note 
for £9,000 for the faithful performance on my part, and the parties 
became so much dissatisfied that in April last I got the Hon. C. S. 
Morehead, of K.8., to go out to assist Mr. Ruthven in bringing it to 
a close, when to my utmost astonishment per last mail I received a 
notice from Major Hart that by order of his superior officer my con- 
tract with him for supply of arms, &¢., was canceled, and that this 
was done upon a letter of Mr. John Slidell to Hon. J. P. Benjamin. 
This is doing me the greatest possible injustice. First, it is reflect- 
ing dishonor upon me, and second, it is withholding from me the 
just amount that is due me for arms, &c., already delivered, and 
without which I cannot extricate myself. I respectfully refer you to 
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, to whom I have fully written by this mail, and 
accompanied it with such vouchers as must place my matter beyond 
a question. Mr. Slidell supposes, first, that I had bought the cargo of 
[the] Caroline Goodyear for cash, which is not a supposable case, for I 
did not agree to purchase for cash, but distinctly told Major Hart and 
General Bee I could not. He then supposes the arms had been deliv- 
ered, which is not even a supposable case, as they were captured, and 
never have been delivered, and I never have asked the Government 
to pay for them. I don’t know what has induced Mr. Slidell to write 
such a letter, as my only correspondence with him was in regard to 
obtaining an indemnity from the French Government for their unjus- 
tifiable seizure. 

Judge Reagan, if I have in any way, directly or indirectly, attempted 
to get from the Government one mill more than I am justly entitled 
to I will forfeit my whole claim, and I positively assure you I never 
have. Any insinuation tothe contrary is the basest calumny. I have 
faithfully performed my contract and my duty, and I wish the Gov- 
ernment to comply on their part, and I am ruined unless they do so 
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at once. Please do me the favor to call upon Hon. J. P. Benjamin 
and see my letter* and vouchers, and if you are then satisfied that I 
have complied faithfully on my part, do me the special favor to have 
it brought before the proper department and cause an order to be 
issued and forwarded to Texas to rescind the canceling of my con- 
tract, and request that an order accompany it to immediately deliver 
me the cotton for the arms delivered and forthe Gladiator’s cargo. If 
have also written the Hon. D. F. Kenner and Col. L. Q. C. Lamar, 
but it must have early attention or the result will be not cnly most 
injurious and ruinous to me, but injurious tothe Government. Maj. 
J. F. Minter is here and will write General E. Kirby Smith at once 
forme. If you will see justice done me in this matter you will confer 
a lasting favor, which it will ever afford me pleasure to reciprocate. 
With esteem and regard, I am, your friend and obedient servant, 
NELSON CLEMENTS. 


P. 8.—I beg to say that so far as the price of rifles is concerned I 
have sent the Hon. J. P. Benjamin the certificate of the aceredited 
agent of the Confederate Government in London, Maj. Caleb Huse, 
that the price I paid was a fair and correct price, and those I delivered 
cost 10 per cent. less. 

rh dees, 


[First indorsement. | 


DECEMBER 19, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, with one inclosure. 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster- General. 


{Second indorsement. } 
DECEMBER 23, 1864. 
Colonel Bayne, for inquiry and report. ; 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., August 6, 1864. 
Governor T. H. WATTS, 

Montgomery, Ala.: 

The exempted men are all liable to militia duty. Detailed men 
are liable to be called on for service in an exigency by the commander 
of the reserves in your State. - 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR. | RICHMOND, VaA., August 8, 1864. 
General orders from the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office 
have directed quartermasters and commissaries who receive tax in 
kind directly from producers to give receipts ‘‘on account of tax in 
kind” at the end of every month for the produce thus received during 


* Probably of August 5, p. 569. 


e . Commissaries and quartermasters will be held to strict 
pliance with them, both for collections already made, which 
thould be at once receipted for if not already done, and for the 
uture. Compliance is indispensable to the settlement of the accounts 
_ of the quartermaster of the Congressional district and of the assessor 
and collector. oe : <e 
Receipts of quartermaster-sergeants and other agents given to pro- 
ducers are unjust impositions on them; they are worthless for the 
future. The receipts of quartermasters and commissaries and regu- 
lar tax agents are the only good vouchers. 
_ The opinion seems to prevail that tax-in-kind supplies may be used 
wastefully and without accountability. This is error. Officers are 
hereby notified that they will be held to the same accountability for - 
this property as for that received from any other source. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
a Commissary- General. 


4 
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COLUMBUS, GA., August 8, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: You will perceive by the inclosed resolution that the under- 

signed have been appointed a committee to correspond with you upon 

_ the subject embraced in the resolution. We have the honor to eall , 
your attention to the matter, and beg leave to submit the following 
explanations to your consideration: 

Virst. The grading of the road is nearly completed, and may be put 
in order for the road bed with the labor of 500 hands in less than 
sixty days. It runs through a rich and populous county, where there 
are a large number of slaves whose labor could be contracted by the 
Government without serious loss or inconvenience to their owners at 
this season of the year. 

Second. The iron could be readily obtained by the Government by 
impressing the rails of certain roads which are of little public impor- 
tance and of no value to the Government at this time, viz, the road 
from Milledgeville to Eatonton, twenty-two miles, and the branch 
road from Union Point to Athens, about twenty miles. These roads 
belong to the richest corporations in the South, and they could well 
afford to give up these short roads for a great public benefit. 

Third. The early completion of the road in question would be of 
very great importance to the Government, and is, in fact, a matter at 
the present of military necessity. The only channel of communica- 
tion at present between Montgomery and the east embraces the 
Montgomery and West Point road, whose gauge is different from all 
the other roads connecting with it, and, of course, in times of press- 
ing necessity could not be aided by the rolling-stock of other roads. 
Its capacity is too limited for the purposes of the Government, and it 
is at alltimes much more liable to be destroyed by the raiding par- 
ties of the enemy than the road from Montgomery to Union Springs 
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and thence to Columbus. Witness the late destruction of over twenty- 
five miles of it by Rosecrans’ [Stoneman’s?] party and the serious 
inconvenience now experienced by the Government on account of it. 
Fourth. The M[ontgomery] and Eufaula road connects at Union 
Springs with the Mobile and Girard road, and is of the same grade, 
and which can and will be connected with the Muscogee road at this 
place, and thus form a continuous chain from Montgomery to Macon, 
the distance from Montgomery to Columbus via Union Springs being 
less than 100 miles. The inclosed letter from the secretary of the 
Montgomery and Eufaula road expresses the readiness of the company 
to co-operate with the Government in the proposed completion of their 
road. We agree with the opinion of the late meeting of the stock- 
holders of the Mobile and Girard road that this matter is one of great 
importance to the Government, and we invite the sérious attention of 
the War Department to it. We would suggest that, if any doubt be 
entertained by the authorities at Richmond as to the policy or neces- 
sity or the practicability of the measure, that a special agent be sent 
out to examine into it and report to the Department the facts and 
merits of the proposition. 
We are, respectfully, your obedient servants, 

ALFRED IVERSON, 

HOMER BLACKMAN, 

J. L. MUSTIAN, 

THOS. H. DAWSON, 

2 Committee. 
[First indorsement. ] 

™ AUGUST 23, 1864. 
To Engineer Bureau for consideration. 


AAAS: 


[Second indorsement. } 
ENGINEER BUREAU, 
September 14, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

A letter was promptly written to Hon. Alfred Iverson stating that 
the views expressed by himself and others in relation to the Union 
Springs and Montgomery Railroad connection were being duly con- 
sidered, but that it was feared that the pressing need for all available 
railroad iron to be used on main trunk lines in repairs would prevent 
this Bureau from recommending favorable action. 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Bureau. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


Whereas, we consider the speedy completion of the road from Union Springs 
to Montgomery, now nearly completed, as of vital importance to the country 
especially whilst the war continues, in the transportation of troops and army 
supplies, and which no other present channel of conveyance can furnish; and 
whereas, the grading of said road is now nearly completed, and with proper efforts 
might be finished in sixty days at the farthest; and whereas, it is now imprac- 
ticable for the company to procure the iron necessary for the road, and that article 
can only be supplied to the Confederate States: It is therefore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to open a correspondence both with 
the directors of said road and with the Confederate Government to urge such 
measures as may be required to accomplish the above important object. 


The above was passed at a meeting of the stockholders of the 
Mobile and Girard Railroad Company held July 6, 1864. The com- 
mittee appointed above are Hon. Alfred Iverson, Col. Homer Black- 
man, J. L. Mustian, esq., Thomas H. Dawson, esq. 


Montgomery, ALA., August 4. 


LEMEN: Our president, Col. L. Owen, was absent on the | 
tof your communication of the 15th of July ultimo and the pro- — 
gs of the stockholders of the Girard Railroad Company, and 
‘equested me to reply and acknowledge the receipt of your 
ed communication. There could not be at the time a meeting of 
board of directors on account of absence of some. But our presi-- 
nt and others have had an interview with General Bragg, recently | 
here, and also with General Maury, in command here, and each concurs 
in great necessity of immediately building the road by the Govern- 
, and Lunderstand have so advised the Government at Richmond, 
we would respectfully return our thanks for the interest you have 
en in this matter, and hope we will continue to receive your sym- 
Beaty and aid should the Government undertake the building of the 
road. 


Yours, with respect, 
JOS. -D. NOPPERS, 
Secretary Montgomery and Hufaula Railroad. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, SIGNAL BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., August 8, 1864. 
» _§. COOPER, 
ae Adjutant and Inspector General: 
f GENERAL: There being at present several of those employed on our 
secret service lines who have no defined position in the service, being 
but volunteers, receiving no pay, and over whom we possess in fact 
no power or right to control, I respectfully request that such authority 
may issue from your department as will empower me to direct that _~ 
‘such men under the employ of the Signal Bureau who belong to no 
company or command shall immediately join some military organiza- 
tion with the understanding that they be at once detailed for assign- 
ment to the same duty on which they may be at the time employed. 
Many of them are excellent and efficient men and could not easily be 
replaced. Their services were accepted by Major Norris, who retained 
them simply as volunteers. Should they fall into the hands of the 
enemy we could not demand their exchange and they are not respon- 
sible to the chief of bureau, or any one else having the power, if they 
at any time deem it best to leave the corps, however necessary their 
services might be at the time, nor could we hold them responsible for 
disobedience of orders.. Besides, if these men are liable to con- 
scription, it might appear that this office was in a manner harboring 
them unlawfully. I would most respectfully suggest that the Bureau 
be furnished with the views of the department on the subject at as 
early a day as practicable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. N. BARKER, 
Captain and Chief of Signal Corps. 


37 R R—SERIES IV, VOL II 


The law organizing the Signal Corps makes no provision for the 
enlistment or assignment in it of private soldiers. It has been th: 
practice to detail these from the Army or Conscription Bureau, 
the public service required.’ I see no objection to tue plan propo 
eee ty oat od tthe Secectary OORT 
‘ ubmitted to the Secretary o ar: 
Respectfully s vy TE, ChAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


s [Second indorsement. } 

3 ~“AuGusT 19, 1864. 
The assignment of such disbanded conscripts is conformable to 
rule and will probably promote subordination. No objection is enter- 


tained. 
J. ASRe 
CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 29. Richmond, Va., August 9, 1864. 


I. Circular No. 26 is hereby revoked. Hereafter all applications 
for detail made to the local enrolling officer will, after investigation, 
be forwarded with report to the district enrolling officer. If the dis- 
trict enrolling officer approves the application he will grant a fur-— 
lough for sixty days. 

The reasons for approval will be stated in full on a separate sheet 
and the papers forwarded through the commandant for the State, who 
will also express his opinion to this office for final action. 

If the district enrolling officer disapproves the application he will 
indorse in full the reasons for his disapproval and return the papers 
to the local enrolling officer, who will immediately forward the parties 
to the camps of instruction, to be at once assigned to commands in 
the field entitled under existing orders to receive conscripts. 

An appeal from the decision of the district enrolling officer can be 
taken, which should be forwarded through the regular channels to— 
this Bureau for its action. If an appeal is not taken the papers will 
be kept on file in the office of the local enrolling officer. 

Upon transmitting the appeal commandants will state the com- 
pany and regiment to which the appellants have been assigned. This 
course will be pursued in all cases whether the applications have 
been made previous or subsequent to the receipt of this circular. 

Il. Where, in the course of transmission under previous instrue- 
tions, the papers have passed from the district enrolling officer to the 
commandant, action similar to that herein directed will be taken by 
the commandant—that is, a furlough for sixty days will be granted 
(in case of approval), when the papers will be forwarded; or the 
party will be immediately assigned in case of disapproval, when the 
papers will be kept on file unless an appeal is taken. 

Ill. The furlough to be granted by the district enrolling officer is 
in the nature of an indulgence, the object being to protect the-parties 
during the delay, and it is revoked by the action of the Bureau, 

By order of Col. T. P. August, acting superintendent: 

THOMAS GOLDTHWAITE, 
_ Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


oy ep ss 
ONSCRIPT SER 


Augusta, August 


ident Bureaw of Conscription, Richmond, Var 
ERAL: I regret the necessity that impels me again to address 
m the financial embarrassments of the enrolling service in this — 
It is now five or six months since the officers and employés in - 
artment have received a dollar of their pay. Most of them, com- ba 
by regulation to serve in counties remote from their homes, are a 
rely dependent for support upon what the Government pays them. r 
any of them, especially those on duty in the northern portion of 
the State, are remote from any Government commissary, and cannot 
_ draw their rations if they would, and in the present scarcity of trans- 
_ portation it is perfectly impracticable to send rations to them. Their 
editors have been so often disappointed by reason of the delay in 
‘eiving their pay they now refuse longer to credit them for even 
the commonest necessaries of life. : 
Again, if Circular No. 28, current series, from the Bureau, is to be 
‘strictly enforced, and no discretion allowed in cases of extraordinary 
expenses, officers under orders cannot be sent into counties not pene- 
trated by railroads. In many counties horses and mules cannot 
be had at any price, and nowhere can they be had for the E 
per diem allowance of an officer. Thirty and forty dollars per Ss 
_ day is the common price for a horse and conveyance of any sort. 
_ Many officers, having no means of their own, canngt pay such charges, 
and consequently cannot go; and Ido not think it fair to require. 
_s 


“2 


those more fortunate to expend their own means without hope of 
_ being reimbursed by the Government they go to serve. These diffi- 
culties are especially apparent in the case of the medical officers and 
district enrolling officers, who are required at stated intervals to visit 
_ the several counties of their respective districts where there are no 
_ quartermasters and no railroads, and where they are compelled tohire — - 
_ private conveyances at exorbitant prices. 
I have found that constant inspection is essential to the efficiency 
_ of the service, and I have hitherto, by myself and by inspecting offi- 

cer, maintained a close scrutiny of the acts of subordinates. It is 

of the last importance that this be kept up, but if officers are only to 

be allowed $10 per diem and transportation in kind this inspection 

must be abandoned in the counties not served by railroads. 

I write you thus earnestly, general, because I see and feel the evils 

_ of which I write, and I trust you will use your influence to devise some 

means to overcome these difficulties. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. 


[Indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, August 19, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of War for 
instructions. 

The evils and inconveniences complained of by Colonel Browne are 
fully recognized at this Bureau. It is very certain that the per diem 
of $10 will not in the greater number of cases cover actual and 
unavoidable expenses even where Government transportation is fur- 
nished. 


ly, for it. e intel 
for officers on special service under orders, Db f 1 
cal boards and enrolling officers attached to this Bureau while travel 
through their respective districts are engaged in their regular a1 
legitimate duties, and as local officers are not entitled to their personal - 
expenses on such journeys, but only to commutation for quarters and 
fuel at the fixed local rates. It is felt that this may be a harsh rule, 
but under existing orders and usages it appeared to be the only one 
to be adopted. Fac 4 
An extension of the provisions of that paragraph to medical, — 
enrolling, and other officers of this Bureau while traveling from place 
to place under its orders or in the discharge of their regular duties 
might go far to remedy the evils complained of, but it is respectfully 
urged that the efficiency and convenience of the peculiar service of | 
the Bureau of Conscription would be more completely secured by 
authorizing the superintendents to fix the allowances to all such — 
officers while in the discharge of their respective duties upon con- — 
sideration of all the local and other circumstances of the case. » 
T. P. AUGUST, 
Colonel and Acting Superintendent. — 


: RICHMOND, VA., August 11, 1864. 
General HOWELL CoBB, 
Macon, Ga. : 
I informed Colonel Browne that until his services in Georgia could 
be dispensed with he would remain. You will recollect that he went 
for temporary service. His absence has been inconvenient to me, 
and I thought you would have many advantages over him in conduct- 
ing the discussions with the State Executive on the questions which 
have been raised. : 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, August 11, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President : ; 

Sir: The magnitude of the proposition of Captain Williams here- 
with presented induces me to yield to his request to lay it before you 
for consideration. ; 

Among the many Missourians who are dedicating their energies to 
the destructive service he is pre-eminent for inventive power, practi- 
cal skill, and indomitable energy. His design has been long matured, 
but he has withheld it until the conduct of the enemy has removed 
the only obvious objection to the mode of warfare embraced in his 
plan. I know him well. In Missouri he was engaged in the con- 
struction of her railroads, and here, laboring with small means and 
against formidable obstacles, he devised and perfected a submarine 
apparatus which finally received the official indorsement of the Board 
of Engineers. e 

Respectfully, your fellow-citizen, 
URIEL WRIGHT. 


f Ree by direction of the “President to 
ret ry of the Navy for attention. > 
: ! IVES, i 
an Colonel ma ‘Ade de- Camp. 


[Second {ndorsément.] 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
. August 11, 1864. 
E reektally referred to Honorable Secretary of War, Seen it is 
the plan of operations upon which Mr. Courtney, under its authority, 
2 believed to be-engaged, and because it belongs to the class of secret- 
ervice means. 


Se it, MALLORY, | 
Secretary. 


[Third indorsement. ] 
AUGUST 13, 1864. 


The request that others he may have used the inventions of the 
writer should be required to show their title to claim the device : 
employed as their own is reasonable and will be remembered. 
In my judgment, only ships of war and transports carrying troops, a 

munitions of war, or supplies to armed forces are legitimate objects of 

_ the-attacks contemplated. Passenger ships or those in ordinary com- 
merce should not in general be assailed in so destructive a way, as 

_ the main aim of legitimate war in such eases is to capture, not destroy. 

= Only in very exceptional cases, where some special cause for 
destruction existed and would morally justify, should such fatal 
agencies be employed against passenger or commercial vessels. 
aq Fees Se 


[Inclosure.] 


RICHMOND, Awgust,. 1864. | 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
: President of the Confederate States: 


Sir: The undersigned respectfully submits a plan devised and 
matured by him for the destruction of the transports, supplies, and 
commerce of the enemy, which, it is believed, needs only the patron- 
age and encouragement of the Government to be carried into success- 
ful execution. 

This plan aims at a wider destruction of the commerce of the 
enemy than can ever be reached by our armed privateers, and goes 
beyond the scope of the act of Congress which provides compensa- 
tion for the destruction of the armed vessels of the enemy. It 
strikes not only at the armaments of the Federal Government and 
their transports carrying supplies and men, at depots of supplies and 
munitions of war, but at all commerce of the enemy lying in the 
ports of the United States, in transit from one port of the United 
States to another, in transit "from a port of the United States to any 
port of the Confederacy, and at all commerce of the enemy on the 
high seas in transit from any port in the world. 

This plan was designed and perfected by the under signed as early 
as 1861, and consists of shipping on board of the enemy’s vessels and 
into depots of supplies incendiary apparatus or torpedoes, to set fire 


or explode at a given time, it being 10 ifie: L on 

for such purposes of the same torpedo designed to be use { with 
submarine apparatus designed by him, and it was reduced to for 
and practicability by the undersigned by actual models, copies of — 
which are now in the Patent Office in this city. ; eo 

About four months since, being compelled of necessity to let his 
‘modes of operation be known here, parties (as the undersigned is — 
informed and believes) are now seeking to anticipate me before the 
departments by asking privileges and compensation, who obtained ¥ 
the plans of operating from mine, to my certain knowledge. With- — 
out models or anything to show how their work is done, they have 
only crude ideas of the scheme, unless they have procured others to 
do the work for them, for they are wholly incapable of making a 
mechanical invention of the kind. As these parties design to antici- 
pate me before the departments, I respectfully ask that all parties be 
required to produce their apparatus to be used and furnish the usual 
evidence of priority before the compensation is paid; otherwise there 
will be no protection to the inventor or the scientific or mechanical 
producer, who is the ground-work and soul of the service, if he can 
_thus be forestalled by men who have the address and influence to 
anticipate without the brains necessary to originate. 

Models of the plans of the undersigned are ready for the scrutiny of 
the departments, and he is prepared to give a full explanation of the 
modes of executing it at such time as the Government may appoint. 

The act of Congress now in force, aided by regulations of the 
departments, giving compensation for the destruction .of the armed 
vessels of the enemy and their transports may cover a portion of- 
this plan. It is presumed that the Government will probably regard 
every vessel of the enemy plying from a Federal port to any port of 
the Confederacy or to the mouths of rivers of the Confederacy as a 
“transport” within the meaning of the construction of the depart- 
ments. Inthe actualcondition of our coast the only apparent function 
to be performed by such vessels would be the transportation of men, 
supplies, or munitions of war. Commerce as such can seareely obtain 
between such ports. Would the same vessel destroyed in the harbor of 
New York or Boston, freighted with munitions of war or having on 
board soldiers or marines for transportation, be an armed vessel or 
transport within the meaning of the act or under any regulations of 
the departments? Would a vessel of the enemy in transit from a 
foreign port to a Federal port, freighted in whole or part with muni- 
tions of war or having on board foreign mercenaries to be organized 
on arrival at a Federal port into the military service of the United 
States, be regarded as a ‘‘transport” under the construction of any 
privileges or inducements which may have been granted? However 
these questions may be answered by the Government, it is manifest | 
that the existing legislation of Congress cannot furnish compensation 
for the destruction of the vessels of the enemy engaged in peaceful 
commerce in port or on the high seas. Additional legislation is nee- 
essary to furnish an adequate inducement to the adventurous spirits 
of the Confederacy who are willing to strike the vessels and com- 
merce of the enemy wherever found and of whatever character. 

If the Executive authority of the Confederacy shall approve this 
mode of assailing the commerce of the enemy and determine to use 
its proper constitutional influence over the Legislative Department to 
procure the necessary legislation to obtain compensation, the indi- 
viduals who are ready and anxious to do the work will set about it at 
once, without waiting for the action of Congress. 


‘ansit from a foreign port, w 
ce only on the high seas, the initial steps tow; 
taken while the vessel lay in port. The objection may 
t such act would be a violation of the laws of neutrality. 
not the design of the originator of this plan, nor of those who 
execute it, to involve the Confederacy in any violation of the af 
s which regulate the conduct of neutral nations toward each >: 
er. For any act done in the port of a neutral nation the protec- 5 

on of this Government will not be asked or claimed. The individ- — 
als engaged on this enterprise take quod hoc all the risk of the peril. 
in moving against the enemy they do any wrong to a neutral nation, 
_ they hold themselves amenable to the chances of such penalty as 
that nation may rightfully inflict. They do not ask this Government 
_ to be responsible for their action in such eases. 
If it be objected that the execution of the plan may involve the 
possible life or lives of non-combatants, the answer is twofold: First, 
_ the loss of life is not an inevitable result, as the history of the sea cas- 
- ualties demonstrates, and the possible loss of life to non-combatants 
by armed privateers assailing the peaceful commerce of the enemy 
does not render unlawful that mode of warfare. But the second and 
full answer to the objection is that against an enemy who persistently 
repudiates the rules of civilized warfare retaliation is a moral right, 
having its sanction in the opinion of mankind. By the law of 
nations a nation who refuses to be governed by the code absolves 
the adversary from all obligations to its rules. 
¢ 'The information which is respectfully solicited is as to what classes 
of vessels and what description of property may be considered liable 
to destruction by such means, and the inducement which will be 
given. 
-~ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: C. WILLIAMS, 
Ciwil and Marine Engineer. 


CLIFTON HOUSE, NIAGARA FALLS, CANADA WEST, 
August 11, 1864. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State Confederate States of America: 

Str: Since my last dispatch I have visited all the points in Canada 
at which it was probable any escaped prisoners could be found. I 
have circulated as widely as possible the information that all who 
desired to return to the discharge of their duty could obtain transpor- 
tation to their respective commands within the Confederacy. For 
this purpose I have made arrangements with reliable gentlemen at 
Windsor, Niagara, Toronto, and Montreal to forward such as from 
time to time may require this assistance as far as Halifax, from 
which point they will be sent by Messrs. Weir & Co. to Bermuda. 
The system thus organized will provide for the return of any ordinary 
average of escaped prisoners. If, however, any contingency should 
lead to the accumulation of a large number in Canada, some special 
arrangement like that contemplated when I left Richmond would be 
required. As events (to which it is scarcely prudent to refer) may 
soon transpire which would render this contingency by no means 
remote or improbable, I have deemed it my duty to defer my depar- 
ture for atime. I feel the more confidence in my judgment from the 


eee a it) ‘ ‘ Pen 
fact that it has the concurrence of Messrs. Clay and ‘Thompson. I 
have availed myself of the interim of every opportunity to co-operate 
with those gentlemen, and think that I have been able to render useful — 
service. My present expectation is to return in September. A dis- — 
tinct communication from Mr. Clay and myself is sent by this mail. 


With the highest respect, &c., 
: = - JAMES P. HOLCOMBE. 


SAINT CATHERINES, CANADA WEST, 
August 11, 1864. 
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, ; 
Secretary of State Confed. States of America, Richmond, Va. 

Sir: I deem it due to Mr. Holeombe and myself to address you in — 
explanation of the circumstances leading to and attending our cor- 
respondence with Hon. Horace Greeley,* which has been the subject 
of so much misrepresentation in the United States, and, if they are 
correctly copied, of at least two papers in the Confederate States. 

We addressed a joint and informal note to the President on this 
subject, but as it was sent by a messenger under peculiar embarrass- 
ments it was couched in very guarded terms and was not so full or 
explicit as we originally intended or desired to make it. I hope he 
has already delivered it and has explained its purpose and supplied 
what was wanting to do us full justice. 

Soon after the arrival of Mr. Holeombe, Mr. Thompson, and myself 
in Canada West it was known in the United States and was the sub- 
ject of much speculation there as to the object of our visit. Some — 
politicians of more or less fame and representing all parties in the 
United States came to see Mr. Holcombe and myself—Mr. Thompson 
being at Toronto and less accessible than we were at the Falls—either 

‘through curiosity or some better or worse motive. , 

They found that our conversation was mainly directed to the mutual 
injury we were inflicting on each other by war, the necessity for peace 
in order to preserve whatever was valuable to both sections, and 
probability of foreign intervention when we were thoroughly exhausted 
and unable to injure others, and the dictation of a peace less advan- 
tageous to both belligerents than they might now make if there was 
an armistice of sufficient duration to allow passion to subside and 
reason to resume its sway. 

In the meantime Mr. George N. Sanders, who had preceded us to 
the Falls, was addressing, directly or indirectly, his ancient and 
intimate party friends and others in the United States supposed to be 
favorably inclined, assuring them that a peace mutually advantageous 
to the North and the South might be made, and inviting them to visit 
us that we might consider and discuss the subject. -He informed us 
that Mr. Greeley would visit us if we would be pleased to see him. 
Believing from his antecedents that he was a sincere friend of peace, 
even with separation if necessary, we authorized Mr. Sanders to say 
that we would be glad to receive him. Mr. Greeley replied, as we 
were told, through Mr. Jewett, who had been an active and useful 
agent for communicating with citizens of the United States, that he 
would prefer to accompany us to Washington City to talk of peace, 
and would do so if we would go. We did not then believe that Mr. 
Greeley had authorized this proposal in his name, for neither we nor 


* See Series III, Vol. IV. 


ers had s tin any telegram or letter fro m Mr. ¢ 
it only from the lips of Mr. Jewett, who is reportec b 
vid and fruitful imagination and very credulous of w 
2s to be true. Notwithstanding, after calm deliberation an 
ation we thought that we could not in duty to the Confederate 
§ decline the invitation, and directed Mr. Sanders to say that we 
would go to Washington if complete and unqualified protection was 
given us. 
We did not feel authorized to speak for Mr. Thompson, who was 
_ absent, and we moreover deemed it necessary that he or I should 
_ remain here to promote the objects that the Secretary of War had 
_ given us and another in charge. 
Mr. Sanders responded in his own peculiar style, as you have seen, 
or will see by the inclosed copy of the correspondence, which was 
published under my supervision.* We did not expect to hear from 
Mr. Greeley again upon the subject, and were greatly surprised by his 
note from the U. 8. side of the Falls, addressed to us as ‘‘duly ~ 
accredited from Richmond as the bearers of propositions looking to ~ 
the establishment of peace.” 
- How or by whom that character was imputed to us we do not 
know. We suspect, however, that we are indebted for the attribution 
of the high and responsible office to Mr. Jewett, or to that yet more 
credulous and inventive personage, Dame Rumor. Certainly we are 
not justly chargeable with having assumed or affected that character, 
or with having given any one sufficient grounds to infer that we came 
clothed with any such powers. We never sought or desired a safe- 
conduct to Washington, or an interview with Mr. Lincoln. We never 
_. proposed, suggested, or intimated any terms of peace to any person 
that did not embrace the independence of the Confederate States. 
We have been as jealous of the rights, interest, and power of our 
Government as any of its citizens can be, and have never wittingly - 
compromised them by act, word, or sign. We have not felt it our 
duty to declare to all who have approached us upon the subject that 
reunion was impossible under any change of the Constitution or 
abridgment of the powers of the Federal Government. We have not 
dispelled the fond delusion of most of those with whom we have con- 
versed—that some kind of common government might at some time 
hereafter be re-established. But we have not induced or encouraged 
this idea. On the contrary, when obliged to answer the question— 
“Will the Southern States consent to reunion?”—TI have answered: 
Not now. You have shed so much of their best blood, have desolated so many 
homes, inflicted so much injury, caused so much physical and mental agony, and 
have threatened and attempted such irreparable wrongs, without justification or 
excuse, as they believe, that they would now prefer extermination to your 
embraces as friends and fellow-citizens of the same government. You must 
wait till the blood of our slaughtered people has exhaled from the soil, till the 
homes which you have destroyed have been rebuilt, till our badges of mourning 
have been laid aside, and the memorials of our wrongs are no longer visible on 
every hand, before you propose to rebuild a joint and common government. But 
I think the South will agree to an armistice of six or more months and to a treaty 
of amity and commerce, securing peculiar and exclusive privileges to both sections, 
and possibly to an alliance defensive, or even, for some purposes, both defensive 
and offensive. 


Tf we ean credit the asseverations of both peace and war Democrats, 
uttered to us in person or through the presses of the United States, 
our correspondence with Mr. Greeley has been promotive of our 
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wishes. It has impressed all h nati 
opinion that there can be no peace while Mr. I 
head of the Government of the United States. é a 
will not accept his terms, and scarcely any Democrat and not all the — 
Republicans will insist on them. They are not willing to pay the 
price his terms exact of the North. They see that he can reach peace — 
only through subjugation of the South, which but few think practi- 
cable; through universal bankruptcy of the North; through seas of | 
their own blood as well as ours; through the utter demoralization of 
their people, and destruction of their Republican Government; through 
anarchy and moral chaos—all of which is more repulsive and intoler- 
able than even the separation and independence of the South. 

All the Democrat presses denounce Mr. Lincoln’s manifesto in 
strong terms, and many Republican presses (and among them the New 
York Tribune) admit it was a blunder. Mr. Greeley was chagrined 
and incensed by it, as his articles clearly show. I am told by those 
who profess to have heard his private expressions of opinion and feel- 
- ing, that he curses all fools in high places and regards himself as 
deceived and maltreated by the Administration. From all that I can 
see or hear, I am satisfied that the correspondence has tended 
strongly toward consolidating the Democracy and dividing the Repub- 
licans and encouraging the desire for peace. ‘ Many prominent poli- 
ticians of the United States assure us that it is the most opportune 
and efficient moral instrumentality for stopping the war that could 
have been conceived or exerted, and beg us to refrain from any vin- 
dication of our course or explanation of our purposes. 

At all events, we have developed what we desired to in the eyes of 
our people—that war, with all its horrors, is less terrible and hateful 
than the alternative offered by Mr. Lincoln. We hope that none will 
hereafter be found in North Carolina, or in any other part of the 
Confederate States, so base as to insist that we shall make any more 
advances to him in behalf of peace, but that all of our eitizens will 
gird themselves with renewed and redoubled energy and resolution to 
battle against our foes until our utter extermination, rather than 
halt to ponder the terms which he haughtily proclaims as his ultima- 
tum. If such be the effect of our correspondence, we shall be amply 
indemnified for all the misrepresentations which we have incurred 
or ever can incur. 

Mr. Greeley’s purpose may have been merely to find out our condi- 
tions of peace, but we give him eredit for seeking higher objects. 
While we contemplated and desired something more, yet it was part 
of our purpose to ascertain Mr. Lincoln’s condition of peace. We 
have achieved our purpose in part; Mr. Greeley has failed altogether. 
He correctly reports us as having proposed no terms. We never 
intended to propose any until instructed by our Government. We 
have suffered ourselves to be falsely reported. as proposing certain 
terms—among them reunion—for reasons that our judgment approved, 
hoping that we would in due time be fully vindicated at home. 

If there is no more wisdom in our country than is displayed in the 
malignant articles of the Richmond Examiner and Petersburg Regis- 
ter, approving of the ukase of Mr. Lincoln, the war must continue 
until neutral nations interfere and command the peace. Such arti- 
cles are copied into all the Republican presses of the United States, 
and help them more in encouraging the prosecution of the war than 
anything they can themselves utter. 


publicans are protesting against a draft to swell an army to fi 
ee negroes, and are declaring more boldly for State Tights and — 
Union as it was. Many say the draft cannot and shall not be 
nforeed. The Democracy are beginning to learn that they must 
dure persecution, outrage, and tyranny at the hands of the Repub- : 
_licans, just as soon as they can bring back their armed legions from 
the South. They read their own fate in that of the people of Ken- 
_ tucky, Missouri, and Maryland. They are beginning to lean more on 
the side of our people as their natural allies and as the champions of 
_ State rights and of popular liberty. Many of them would gladly lock 
arms with our soldiers in crushing their common enemy, the Abolition- | 
ists. Many of them would fall into our lines if our armies occupied 
any States north of the Ohio for a month, or even a week. Many of 
them are looking to the time when they must flee their country, or 
fight for their inalienable rights. They are preparing for the latter 
alternative. 

The instructions of the Secretary of War to us and the officer 
detailed for special service have not been neglected. We have been 
arranging for the indispensable co-operation. It is promised, and we 
hope will soon be furnished. Then we will act. We have been dis- 
appointed and-delayed by causes which I cannot now explain. 

/ : I fondly trust that our efforts will not be defeated or hindered by 
Be 


unwise and intemperate declarations of public opinion, by newspaper = * 
editors or others who are regarded as its exponents. 

We have a difficult role to play, and must be judged with charity 

until heard in our own defense. Paes 

I am much indebted to Mr. Holcombe, Mr. Sanders, and Mr. Tucker 
for the earnest and active aid they have given me in promoting the 

objects of Mr. Thompson’s and my mission. 

Mr. Thompson is at Toronto and Mr. Holcombe is at the Falls. If 
here, or if I could delay the transmission of this communication, I 
should submit it to them for some expression of their opinions. 

As I expect this to reach the Confederate States by a safe hand, I ~ 
| do not take the time and labor necessary to put it in cipher—if, 
indeed, there is anything worth concealing from our enemies. 
I have the honor to be, &ce., 
C.-C] CEAYSR IR 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
. Richmond, August 12, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have had the honor to receive from your Department the esti- 
mates of foreign supplies, and I submit for your consideration a 
report made upon the same by Col. T. L. Bayne, agent for the trans- 
portation of cotton on account of this Department. ‘The sum of the 
estimates is £1,491,000; the monthly export required to meet the pay- 
ments will be 6,000 bales of cotton, or 36,000 bales for the ensuing 
six months; the tonnage necessary for the transportation is 3,900 tons 
per month, nearly fifteen steamers per week, at the present average 
rate of freight capacity. This statement exhibits apparently the 
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impossibility, in our present circumstances, of accomplishing impor- 
tations of such magnitude, and I would with great respect suggest 
the propriety of reconsidering the estimates, and of sending out such 
orders aS may prevent any embarrassment on the part of General 
McRae in the distribution of the funds to be placed at his disposal. 
By the orders of my predecessor, issued since the adoption of the sub- 
regulations of , all the funds in the hands of the depositaries at 
Liverpool are made subject to the control of General McRae for the 
supply of the purchasing agents of the several departments, except a 
balance of £10,000, which is to be reserved for contingencies. I sug- 
gest that in conformity with this arrangement requisitions be made in 
favor of General McRae for the amount of the several estimates after 
they have been reformed in the manner proposed. I will then cause ~ 
warrants to be issued upon the depositaries, under which the funds 
will be made available to General McRae as fast as they accumulate. 

From the estimates of éach bureau should be deducted the amount 
and value of the stores expected to be received under existing contracts. 

Colonel Bayne alludes to several of these, and there may be others 
of which he is not informed. The Collie contract alone will furnish 
supplies to the extent of £200,000, and this amount and all others of 
like character should be deducted from the estimates. Two steamers 
under this contract have already arrived. By the terms of this agree- 
ment 50 per cent. is to be added to the value of the goods, so that the 
sum to be allowed for these supplies in reduction of the estimates is 
in fact £300,000. And as paymentis to be made in cotton at 6 pence, 
it will require 30,000 bales of cotton for this single contract. As 5,000 
bales at present prices in England would have yielded £200,000, this 
unfortunate arrangement entails a positive loss of 25,000 bales of cot- 
ton, and places in a conspicuous point of view the necessity that 
existed for abandoning this mode of obtaining supplies. The esti- 
mates being made as moderate as the absolute necessities of the serv- 
ice will permit, every effort will be made on the part of this Depart- 
ment to place the required funds in England. The difficulties of this 
task must not be kept out of view. The chief is the constant interfer- 
ence of existing contracts giving special privileges, with the right of 
the Government to ship half the cargo, as provided in the regulations. 
Of 5,530 bales (Wilmington and Charleston combined 4,868 bales+ 662 
bales) placed by this Department in the hands of Mr. Seixas, at Wil- 
mington, in the month of July, only 1,672 bales went out for the 
‘‘general credit of the Treasury.” The distribution was as follows: 
Treasury Department, 1,672 bales; Collie contract, 962 bales; Cren- 
shaw contract, 1,943 bales; payment freight, &ec., 953 bales. The 
payment to Collie & Co. being for supplies (part of the £200,000) 
actually arriving, does not bear so injuriously upon our resources. 
But in the case of Crenshaw our means are being absorbed in the 
purchase of steamers that may not come into active service until the 
present exigency has passed. I have sent to the depositaries in Liver- 
pool $3,000,000 in the 6 per cent. non-taxable bonds, and if encouraged 
to do so will send in all $10,000,000. And I have authorized General 
McRae and Fraser, Trenholm & Co., depositaries, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the act of February 17, 1864, to borrow on the hypothe- 
cation of these bonds from time to time, to be repaid out of the pro- 
ceeds of expected importations of cotton. A loan of $5,000,000 on 
$10,000,000 of these bonds ought not to be difficult, to be repaid out 
of the proceeds of cotton actually arriving from week to week. The 
loan made by Gilliat & Co. of the £150,000 is of this character, and 
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_into these details in order that: you may have 
sive view of the resources at the command of this: 
n nent for meeting the requirements of the War Department. 
: So with great respect, 
G. A. TRENHOLM . 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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private parties. 


ae [First indorsement. ] 


AUGUST 16, 1864. 
Referred for the special atlention. of the Quartermaster-General, 


; _ Commissary-General, Ordnance Bureau, Surgeon-General, and Niter 
a Mining Bureau. It will be necessary to limit estimates, and, as 
far as the service will allow, anticipative purchases of supplies. 


At no distant date means of shipment ought to be largely increased, 
-and-I have all confidence they will be, both by the Government and 
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[Second indorsement. ] 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
August 23, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Ordnance Bureau. 
: Ss. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon- General. 


. { Third indorsement. ] 


—— NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
eat August 25, 1864. 
Read and respectfully returned. 

eM Ss JOHN: 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


[Inclosure.] 


RICHMOND, VA., August 12, 1864. 
Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury : 

Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the estimates made by the 
various bureaus of the War Department of the amount of foreign 
funds required by them in the next six months to meet their wants 
abroad. These estimates are as follows: 


Quartermaster’s Department _-----.---.---------------- ea ete _. £570,000 
Ciepaarant Seen LEYS oP ae neaKey Oe ee REE Pe PEE resem eevee aren See 511, 000 
Oredknanee LEI. ie Re oe eee ae Sees ase ae 162, 000 
iNirae aL IN Ble nwayeed BY GREE UE ea OE peer ae pees aes ce 135, 000 
Medicale Me parti CMs mee en as an nao ain aie ee oe 118, 000 

ATL 35 215 eae Ot ee ee peg Sn. SS a ee ee eee 1, 491, 000 


I have deducted from the estimate the 100 per cent. added in to 
cover freight and charges. Assuming the net value of a bale of cot- 
ton in Liverpool £40, it will require to meet the aggregate of above 
estimates that upward of 6,000 bales per month “be exported from 


requisite figure, provided in the meantime arrangements are perfe 
for the regular and prompt delivery of sufficient cargoes at the pot 
I apprehend that in making their estimates the chiefs of bureaus did _ 
not take into consideration the supplies to be delivered under certain _ 
contracts. e: 
ss First. The Collie contract places at the disposal of the— _ 
Quartermaster’s Department abroad ....-.2=.-. -.5.2----.-5-22 
Ordnance Bureau... .. vss. 2 s2 52 et ee Cee tae ee eee 


Wehicalelepartmentevsc05 <a ae pei nS oe eee ae ome Becket 
SNa bored Mine, DUTCRU <- e - ee eee ee eee Se aie he aa 


Second. The Davis-Fitzhugh contract will furnish at our ports | 
between this and October some five or six cargoes of general supplies. 

Third. The contract made by the Quartermaster’s Department with 
Messrs. Rosenberg & Haiman provides for the delivery in Liverpool, | 
payable in cotton at Wilmington, of 100,000 pair of shoes and a like 
number of suits of clothes, the whole to be delivered previous to Ist 
October next. Deliveries to the extent of £11,43823 had been made 
previous to Ist July ultimo. . 

Fourth. Other contracts for the delivéry of supplies payable in cot- 
ton have been made. They will probably produce something, but 
they are so indefinite that no calculations can be based upon them. I 
would also call your attention to the fact that in making up their esti- 
mates the chiefs of bureaus do not seem to have considered the lim- 
ited importing capacity that the Government is likely to command. 
This capacity is largely estimated, I think, at 2,000 tons per month. 
The estimate of the Commissary-General is based upon import per 
‘month for his department alone of 2,300 tons of freight; that of the 
chief of the Niter and Mining Bureau on the import for his Bureau 
alone per month of 1,600 tons. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. BAYNE, 
Treutenant- Colonel. 
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Macon, August 14, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary : ; 
I have called out the militia; will get 4,000 or 5,000. I ask for 
5,000 stand of arms, with accouterments and ammunition. Call was 
made by order of Legislature at urgent request of Major-General 
Maury. One thousand men already reported; cannot get arms with- 
out your order, although promised by General Maury. Fatal conse- 
quences may follow failure. The Confederate forces here cannot save 
Mississippi or Alabama. General Forrest reports enemy 25,000 in 
Lafayette County. You know our resourees. 
CHAS. CLARK, 
Governor of Mississippi. 
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‘presented to the War Department that 
igners entrapped by artifice and fraud into the 
service of the United States who would gladly 
m further participation in the inhuman warfare wag 
people who have never given them a pretext for hostility, 
there are many inhabitants of the United States now 
in that service against their will who are averse to aiding 
unjust war now being prosecuted against the Confederate 
; and it being also known that these men are prevented from 
I ming such compulsory service by the difficulty they experience 
escaping therefrom, it is ordered that all such persons coming 
within the lines of the Confederate armies shall be received, protected, 
nd upplied with means of subsistence until such of them as desire 
it can be forwarded to the most convenient points on the border, 
yhen all facilities will be afforded them to return to their homes. 
peorder: 


5. COOPER, ; 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ie 

eo Richmond, Va., August 15, 1864. 

Governor CHARLES CLARK, 

as Macon, Miss.: 

All arms within reach have been placed at General Maury’s com- 

mand. Others will be sent. 

A J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 66. f Richmond, August 16, 1864. 
£ I. The extra pay allowed to men detailed from the Army under the 


““Act of Congress to provide for the compensation of non-commis- 
sioned officers, soldiers, sailors, and marines on detailed service,” 
approved June 9, 1864 (General Orders, No. 53, current series), is 
established as follows: 

1. The extra pay for extraordinary skill or industry, or for extra 
work contemplated in section 2 of the law, may be, in the city of Rich- 
mond, not exceeding the amounts named in the following schedule: 


Per diem. 
Sancrintendent, not exceeding... _..-- --- =. - -- +2. - ses eg ee cos ne $10.00 
imsieclacs foremialm, notexceeding. + _.1.2-2 .-2 = 222 ees 50) 
Pine hole) MCE TG tte 2a eal eer A rere s Ser emee Sie SaaS 6.00 
RSecoiinelacctimecn all Gdee ne 2 anos. eee sete eae 5.50 
Third-class mechanics -. - ---- ade aee eee eee ee 5.00 
Other employés showing uncommon skill or industry --..-. ------------- 4.00 
Ea Gel Gl Cicer Fe Se ae ee hs ala a ec 6.00 


2. The extra pay allowed in this schedule shall be regarded as pay 
for ten hours’ work, and for all work requiring ‘‘uncommon skill” 
done in other than the regular ten hours the pay shall be 50 per 
cent. greater than the schedule price. jets 

3. This extra pay may be increased or diminished at other posts or 
depots where workshops are established in proportion as the market 


Secretary of War and of the Na 
increase or diminution -at points w 
belonging to each branch of the service. See 

4. No restrictions will be placed on the amount of pay to be given © 
by contractors to detailed men, save that the wages shall conform as 
nearly as possible to the wages received by similar classes in. the 
employ of the Government. TH 

5. The extra compensation for piecework, where such work is to 
the advantage of the Government, shall be regulated in conformity 
to the classification of workmen in section 1, the commanding officer, 
with the approval of the chief of the bureau concerned, fixing what 
shall be regarded as a full day’s work with ‘‘ uncommon industry.” 
Compensation for work turned out over and above the quantities so 
fixed shall be paid at the rate fixed by the ‘‘extra compensation” for 
full day’s work. 

6. This act is to be construed as applying to men detailed ‘‘ from 
the field,” and does not apply to those attached in any way to an army 
in the field. The allowance of $2 a day is optional with the chief of 
each bureau, and any less sum may be paid according to the nature 
‘of occupation and services of the detailed man. It will be paid out 
of the funds of the bureau employing him, and for the days in which 
work is actually performed, unless otherwise specially ordered by the 
chief of*bureau. Payments to men detailed in the Medical Depart- 
ment, except those on duty with purveyors, will be made by the 
Quartermaster’s Department. 

7. The clothing and rations issued to all classes of detailed and ~ 
enrolled men shall be the same in kind and quantity as is issued to 
soldiers in the field, and shall be issued by the proper officer of the 
War Department in such manner and at such intervals as may be 
directed by the Secretary of War. Whenever, from any cause, the 
ration cannot be issued in kind within ten days after it is due, it 
shall be promptly commuted at its current value by the Commissary - 
Department. 

8. In like manner, whenever the clothing allowed cannot for any 
cause be furnished by the Quartermaster’s Department, it shall be 
commuted by said department at the current local value of such 
clothing, to be fixed by the Quartermaster-General. 

9. The other allowances, viz, fuel and quarters, will be commuted 
to each detailed man according to rates fixed by the Quartermaster- 
General. 

10. These orders will take effect from the 1st of August instant. 

By order: 


~~? 
As 


; S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


* GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 67. f Richmond, August 16, 1864. 

I. The ration specified in paragraph II, General Orders, No. 59 
current series, on which the hospital fund is to be reckoned, is as 
follows: 

A half pound of bacon or pork, one pound and a half of flour or corn- 
meal (equal quantities of both to be used in the reckoning), and to 
every 100 rations, ten pounds of rice, one gallon of vinegar, one pound 


8, mules, wagons, harness, and saddles in the hand 
oldiers, or citizens not authorized to retain them, branded 
or ‘‘U.8.,” or captured from or abandoned by the enemy, 
1 be turned in at once to the nearest post quartermasters. But the 
of citizens, as established by General Orders, No. 61, 1863, are 
intended to be divested by the operation of this paragraph; and 
ons having property under the conditions of that order, or who 
ye property abandoned by the enemy of equivalent value to that 


a ken from them, will not be molested without a special order. 


Pe 


Cee et 


- Capt. R. V. Gaines, assistant quartermaster, in addition to his pres- 
ent duty, is specially charged with looking up and securing the above- 


_ described property. He will report through the inspector-general of 


> F 


field transportation to the Quartermaster-General. 


Ill. Section 6, paragraph I, General Orders, No. 66, current series, 


is thus amended: 
‘This act is construed to apply only to soldiers detailed from the 
_ Army and to conscripts detailed by the Bureau of Conscription for 


service in the several departments out of the field. The extra pay is 
not intended for soldiers detailed for duty in the field. 

IV. All men enlisted in the forces for local defense will be held 
responsible in the money value of arms, equipments, &¢c., belong- 


ing to the Government and lost by them. All such men who are 
-employés of the Government or of contractors under the Government 


will have the value of lost arms, &c., deducted from their salaries or 
wages—the amount to be turned over by the paymaster to the ord- 
nance officer or other officer of the command who may be accountable 
for the property to the Treasury. These officers are charged with the 
execution of this order, will account to the Treasury for the money 
turned over to them under it, and will make quarterly reports of arms, ~ 


- equipments, &e., lost (giving names of parties losing them) to the 


chief of the Ordnance Bureau at Richmond. P 

V. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 65, current series, is thus 
amended: : 

All detailed men (including those between eighteen and forty-five 
years of age) will report to and be commanded by the general of 
reserves in the States in which they have been assigned or detailed, 
who will organize them into companies and battalions. It is not 
anticipated that they will be called out except in emergencies occur- 
ring in or near the counties of their residence; nor will service be 
exacted of them beyond those counties and counties contiguous 
thereto, except that companies hereafter formed may be required to 
perform service in repelling raids along a line of railroad running 
through their respective counties. All exempts are allowed “and 
invited to enroll themselves with such companies, so as to be prepared 
to aid in defending their homes when menaced by the enemy. 

VI. Section 6, paragraph I, General Orders, No. 44, current series, 
is amended to read as follows: 

Cavalry divisions and brigades may each have an assistant adju- 
tant and inspector general (not to exceed, for divisions, the grade of 
major and for brigades the grade of captain) in addition to the num- 
ber allowed infantry divisions and brigades. 

VII. The commutation allowed enlisted men under paragraphs HT, 
IV, and VI, General Orders, No. 8, current series, is fixed at $2.50 
per diem, to take effect August 20, 1864. 
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VIIL, Paragraph IV, General Orders, No. 96, 1863, is amend 

allow sick and wounded men on furlough to draw rations or com A 

tation therefor (at their option) from the date of their furloughs. 
IX. Issues of clothing to soldiers in general hospitals located at _ 

posts where an officer of the Quartermaster’s Department is stationed 

will be made by the post quartermaster or a subordinate officer desig- 

nated by him. ae 
By order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector Generac. 


SANDY GROVE, NEAR Bartow, GA.} August 16, 1864. 
[Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, , 
Secretary of the Treasury : | 

DEAR SiR: I see by the publication of a recent .etter from you that 
you not only approve the policy of having a board of commissioners 
in the several States to fix and publish a schedule of prices to be paid 
by Government, but that you also recommend the adoption of the 
lowest scale of prices. Iregret this. I did hope that a change of the 
head of the Department would bring a change of views upon this 
important subject, and that your counsels would be in favor of the 
abandonment of the policy. In my poor judgment Congress commit- 
ted a great error in adopting it—an error which has produced serious 
injury, and is likely to produce greater injury for the future. As 
truth is elicited by interchange of views, pardon me for obtruding 
upon you a very brief statement of mine. The-power of impressment 
is clearly conferred upon Congress by the Constitution; but it was 
evidently never intended that it should be exercised but from neces- 
sity. But the power of impressment does not carry with it the power 
to regulate prices. The Government may impress when its exigency 
demands it, but beyond that it cannot go. It must give just compen- 
sation for the property impressed. The impressment is confessedly 
an odious as well as an arbitrary exercise of power, and in all eases 
in which it is resorted to, where the circumstances do not clearly 
warrant it, it produces in the heart of the citizen more or less of bit- 
terness and discontentment. If these positions be true, then is it not 
unwise for the Government to adopt and adhere to a policy which 
renders impressment necessary? That such has been and will con- 
tinue to be the effect of these schedules of prices cannot admit of a 
doubt. I know that impressments had become necessary and had 
been resorted to before Congress adopted any law regulating the sub- 
ject. That necessity resulted from the great depreciation of the Con- 
fedérate currency. As long as that depreciation exists impressment 
to a greater or less extent will continue to be necessary. But the 
duty it inculeated and still inculeates upon Congress is to adopt a 
policy that will appreciate the currency and thus obviate the neces- 
sity of impressment. But Congress adopted precisely the opposite 
policy. They not only adopted impressment as a permanent means 
of raising supplies for the Army, but coupled with it a mode of fixing 
prices far below the nominal value of the articles impressed. The 
scale of prices is so low that citizens will not voluntarily sell to the 
Government, and therefore impressment is indispensable. This, 
therefore, is the first objection I have against the existence of the 
State boards. Low prices are greatly to be desired. Itisa blessing 


_and people; but attempts to establish them b 
isastrous and always will. ee ey 


iscourages production. Heretofore, when our agricultural 
was very large, this was a matter of less importance. But now 

t is so circumscribed as to require all our skill and energy to 
produce enough to support the Army and people it is vital. Every 
Iman ought to be governed by patriotism, and for the sake of our 
cause and country be willing to produce all that he possibly can, with 
or without price. Few, however; are animated by a spirit so noble 

and magnanimous. The great mass desire to be fully remunerated — 
for their labor in time of war as well as peace. Indeed, I think the 
_ greed for gain was never so rampant as it is now. It isepidemic and 
_ chronic, nearly all are under its influence, and it is scarcely to be 
_ hoped that it can be cured by appeals to patriotic sentiment and duty, 
or suppressed by legislative devices. We must take things as they are 
and men as they are, and so shape legislation as to make the unfavor- 
ableness of the former and the selfishness of the latter subservient to 
the great cause in which we are struggling. Instead of being too 
- eager to reduce prices it were better for Government to stimulate 
production by submitting to the prices which are incident to the con- 
dition of the currency and the abnormal condition of all the branches 
of trade and industry. A currency approaching the value of specie 
will reduce prices. Nothing else can. It is nothing but mere tink- 
ering, financial charlatanism, to expect to appreciate Treasury notes 
by seizing the property of citizens and compelling them to accept as 
compensation half or less than half that it will command in the markets 
of the country. Looking to the history of the past three years, it 
seems to me that it does not lie in the mouth of the Government to 
complain of the ruling prices of everything that is for sale. It is all 
the legitimate fruit of war, and the great mistake of attempting to 
carry it on exclusively upon credit. Congress is responsible for this, 
not Mr. Memminger or the Cabinet. If a vigorous system of taxation 
had been adopted at the beginning and been kept up pari passu 
with the progress of the war, our financial condition had been 
entirely different to-day; our currency would have been better, our 
public debt infinitely less, and prices correspondingly lower. If these 
things be true, ought the Government to complain of prices? Espe- 
cially it ought not when it is remembered that it is clothed with the 
taxing power to the extent of controlling for the exigencies of the war 
the entire property of the Confederacy. If it must pay enormous 
prices, it can also bring back to the Treasury by taxation sufficient 

to meet the demand. 

The unequal operation of the schedule of prices fixed by the com- 
missioners ought to secure its unqualified condemnation. In the 
nature of things impressment cannot be universal, 7. e., every citizen 
cannot be practically subjected to it. It is applied mainly, indeed 
almost exclusively, to those who reside or have their plantations on 
or near our great lines of transportation or within striking distance 
from them. A large portion of the impressing officers are too lazy to 
extend their operations over the country generally. ‘The consequence 
is that the hardships of impressment fall on comparatively few, while 
justice requires that all should bear their proportionate share of the 
‘burdens of the war. The hardship is great and grievous. A has 100 
bushels of wheat over and above what is necessary for his family con- 
sumption. It is for sale. It will command $25 per bushel, but the 


objection that occurs to my mind is this: The maximum a Z 


‘ae 
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Government impresses it at from $5 to $7.50 per bushel—that is to — 
say, he is taxed or forced to contribute to the support of Government 
the amount of the difference between the schedule price and the price 
which he could obtain in market, which in the case supposed would 
be from $1,750 to $2,000 on this 100 bushels of wheat. If this policy 
operated on allin proportion to their means there would beno injustice 
or inequality, but as it touches only a few it is monstrous. Nothing 
can be conceived which is so calculated to produce dissatisfaction and 
discourage production. It ought to be at once abandoned. Labor 
and commerce are Siamese twins; Government should interfere with 
them as little as possible. If it interfere at all it should always be in 


a line parallel with the laws of their normal action to stimulate and 


encourage rather than to regulate and control. And as money is the 
blood of commerce, and useful only to equalize the differences of value 
in the exchange of the productions of labor, the only legitimate duty 
and function of Government is to preserve its purity and health, so 
that its circulation may be uniform throughout the system, regulated 
in volume and velocity alone by the laws of supply and demand. 
Labor should be encouraged by paying market value for its pro- 
ductions. Commerce should be encouraged by knocking off fetters, 
rather than cramping it by legislative restrictions. The currency can 
be preserved from dropsy by keeping down redundancy, and in no 
other way; and whilst the Confederate Government has the entire 
field of paper circulation, it can prevent redundancy only by making. 
taxation in some degree commensurate with expenditure; or if this 
cannot be done (and I believe it cannot now be done), then in relying 
upon its credit for the deficit of receipts to meet disbursements. That 
eredit should not be in the form of Treasury notes, but in bonds 
payable at a period sufficiently remote to allow posterity to share part 
of the burdens, as it will reap all the blessings, of this revolution. 

Hence you will perceive (I will say in passing) that I do not approve 
the legislation of Congress imposing heavy restrictions upon our 
foreign commerce, impressing all the blockade-running vessels and 
compelling them to share their cargoes equally with the Confederate 
States. It will crush out in due time that branch of business. When 
existing vessels shall have been destroyed or fallen into the hands of 
the enemy few more, if any, will be built. Men will not hazard 
such large amounts of private capital as are required to put steamers 
afloat if they are not permitted by Government to reap all the fruits 
of their investments. This, at least, ismypooropinion. It were better 
for the Government to give the utmost encouragement to this branch 
of enterprise. It might pass such laws as would make it the interest 
of the blockaders to bring in necessaries to the exclusion of mere 
luxuries, and in that way procure more copious supplies for the Army 
than will possibly result from existing laws and regulations. 

Strictly this is a digression from the main subject of this communi- 
cation, but as it is germane you will pardon it. I also beg pardon for 
troubling you with so long a letter—three times as long as I intended 
when I began to write. I thought I was done, but since writing the 
above I have seen the impressing officer of this county (J efferson). He 
informs me that he cannot get wheat at schedule price ($5 per 
bushel). This is not singular, when it is remembered that Confed- 
erate money is worth only about 5 cents on the dollar, making the 
schedule price in fact but 25 cents per bushel. How are the farmers 
to pay their taxes? Why not pay something like market value for 
Supplies? The taxing power enables the Government to reimburse 


7 ly. Why persist in a policy that produces 
nd widespread dissatisfaction? Wheat is now selling i 
ta at $30 per bushel. Why not strike a fair medium and of 
1ce $20 per bushel? With this the country will be satisfied. 
will not be satisfied with less. And to add to the discontent 
vernment is not paying for what it gets. It is simply giv- 
the planters a receipt for the produce containing a promise to pay, 
hich promise may be redeemed in a reasonable time, or in a year, or 
never. This is all wrong—suicidal in policy. The Government 
should pay cash for what it impresses and pay fair prices. In a | 
- revolution like this it is immensely important to keep the people 
satisfied and in good humor. They are reasonably patriotic and 
willing to make sacrifices; but their forbearance may be broken 
- down. As matters now stand, I assure you and the Secretary of War 
that it will be difficult to procure supplies. The surplus of wheat is 
_ small in all this region of country. There is no surplus of meat. At 
the rates now offered for wheat those who have surplus will hurry it 
off to the markets in which they can obtain from $25 to $30 per bushel. 
_ They are doing it rapidly, and very soon it will have passed from 
ey their hands. The Secretary of War should act promptly and author- 
ize his impressing agents to pay $20 per bushel, which is only $1 per 
bushel in real value. When it is notorious that in peace times wheat 
was never worth less than $1.25 to $2 per bushel; and with due 
respect and in all candor I will say that it is of the utmost importance 
that the Secretary of the Treasury should see to it that the funds be 
furnished to pay cash for supplies. I know what I say. Iam of the 
people. I know their temper, and I assure you that what I say is 
worthy of consideration and prompt action. Pay no regard whatever 
__- to schedule prices. They are simply ridiculous. It is mere mockery 
4 to offer $5 per bushel for wheat and $4 for corn which is now selling 
; for $12 to $15 per bushel. I hope you will not be offended at my 
urgency. I speak what I believe to be for the good of the country. 
We cannot pause now to count dollars and cents too closely. The — 
Government, like the people, must submit to the necessities of our 
condition. 
The Senate at the last session passed a bill to levy an additional 
tithe to be taken at schedule prices. It was a good measure, for 
no matter what the prices might have been, as all came within its 
operation, it would have acted equally and justly. But the House 
refused to pass it. The House committed a great mistake. It would 
have supplied the Army and abolished impressment. The Senate 
also passed a bill to pay for supplies in specie certificates payable 
after the war. The House refused to agree to it and thus committed 
another mistake. That form of credit would have been satisfactory 
to the people. I voted for both measures because I thought I saw 
in them that which would efficiently tend to the improvement of our 
eurrency. Thus we are left to higgle with the people by arbitration 
over prices for supplies. My dear sir, be bold; don’t hesitate to take 
the responsibility to rescue us from disaster by all proper means. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON. 


P. S.—Of course, if you should desire, you are at liberty to show 
this to the Secretary of War or any other person by whose perusal of 
it you may think any good might be accomplished. No man is more 
thoroughly friendly to the Administration than I. ee 


<a * 


Hon A. MCuAvTON, sea av Ngee 5 
Judge of the District of the State of Mississippi: 


CORRESPO x ass 
 Ricumonn, Va., August 


o> ee 


~My Dear Sir: Statements have reached me from Mississippi to 
the effect that the military commanders would receive valuable assist- 


ance in the proper administration of that department if a more 
active co-operation were extended to them by the civil authorities. 
It is thought that frequent sessions of your court would be specially 
beneficial if held near the lines, where trading with the-enemy and 
other illegal practices are said to preyail, and where the necessary 
witnesses could be readily assembled. Canton, Brandon, and Jack- 
son have been suggested as places suitable for the purpose. At this 
distance I cannot venture to do more than invite your attention to 


the matter, as your friend, and to mention to you that complaints | 


have been made. You will of course exercise your own discretion in 
the premises. I shall be glad to hear from you always, and I sincerely 
trust that your health and strength enable you to bear the trials and 
discomforts to which you are necessarily subjected. 
With my kindest remembrances to your wife and daughter, 
Iam, very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


C. S. QUARTERMASTER’S DEPT., RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, August 16, 1864. 
General LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General: 

GENERAL: Inclosed I have the honor to return you the papers 
relative to a reduction of employés on the North Carolina Railroad 
to the number required by law; and in reply have to say that such a 
step, in my opinion, would result in embarrassment to the transporta- 
tion of supplies over this road. The demands of this road for labor 
have been always excessive and no doubt are so in this instance, but 
from my information as to the actual wants of a railroad doing so 
much work as the North Carolina company, I am satisfied that it is 
impossible to operate and keep it up with the one man per mile 
allowed by law. -The worst feature in reducing the force upon a rail- 
road is that the deterioration consequent upon such a step is so 
gradual that it is scarcely perceived before the injury is very serious, 
and to restore a badly worn road to good condition with the present 
difficulties is a most difficult matter. 


In consequence of a reduction of force on the North Carolina road - 


it became in the fall of 1862 and spring of 1863 nearly impassable, 
but the efforts of the superintendent, aided by all that you could do 
for him, have resulted in making it one of the best roads in the Con- 
federacy. You surely cannot have forgotten, general, the frequent 
and anxious conferences had in regard to this very road, and it is 
proper to say that its present efficient condition is due to the liberal 
details secured through you and rendered necessary by its then 
deplorable condition. It seems very hard that when our efforts are 
meeting with success that the policy which dictated. the efforts is to 
be totally ignored. 

I can refer you for a similar case with similar results to the South 
Carolina Railroad. We have fostered it and encouraged it until its 
condition is vastly improved, but if this law is enforced depreciation 


18, 1564. 


te i 


: Piciahon ‘iniengee was your anxiety 
very means was exhausted to supply it with : 
_ How discouraging it is now, Just as it has gotten on. 
restrict its facilities. eee * 
condition of every railroad in ina Confederary is nteaieg by 
this law and if it is enforeed many of them will suffer. Itisamistake 
fo suppose that ‘‘other roads,” entitled to not half so many exemp- 
l in more exposed situations, and as busily engaged in Govern- — 
t transportation, were successfully operated without calling for 
“details.” Their trains run, it is true, but labor is needed by all and 
sooner or later must be given. It was a short-sighted policy that run 
Pie road’s machinery down, and we were just recovering from the 
effects of it when the present law was passed. No lesson seems to 
have been learned by experience. 
In the regulations carrying out the late law the subject of details 
is left entirely with the Bureau of Conscription. If the execution of 
_ the law is paramount to every other consideration, then applications — 
are useless; but if it is thought that keeping up the railroads is a 
matter of sufficient moment “to allow all consistent advantages to 
them, the application is worthy of very grave attention. But before 
any decision is given the wants of the road should be specifically 
stated. It is not in the correspondence. ; 
I am, general, very respectfully, &e., 7; oe 
E F.-W. SIMS, ; 
« Ineutenant-Colonel, &e. 


[First indorsement. } 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

‘August 20, 1864. 
a The within papers are respectfully submitted to Honorable Secre- 
- tary of War, with the earnest request that the Bureau of Conscription — 
be instructed to allow to this road all the details applied for. They 
are believed to be absolutely essential to the efficiency of a road upon 
which we rely very much for all our supplies. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 
AUGUST 22, 1864. 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL: 

It is evident, I think, that the claim for details on this road are 
exorbitant. Whether the number should be reduced to the number 
allowed by law is more doubtful; there should certainly be a reduc- 
tion, but there is not evidence afforded of the extent. You had 
probably better direct an officer capable of judging, yet not committed 
to consider primarily the railroad interests, to examine and report on 
this point. 

A ee 


[Inclosure.] 


OFFICE NORTH CAROLINA RAILROAD COMPANY, 
Vanee, June 28, 1864. 
Col. PETER MALLETT, 
Commanding Conscripts, Raleigh, N. C.: 
DEAR Sir: In reply to your letter of last week, covering a copy of 
the decision of Colonel Preston in relation to the lar ge force we have 
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on our road, I have nothing further to add to the facts and sugges- 
tions heretofore made to you, to the Bureau of Conscription, and the 
Secretary of War. If the Government can dispense with a large 
part of the transportation afforded by this road, then we will not 
need so many hands; but if it is desirable to have it worked to its 
full capacity, then we can spare none of them. The Government can 
take its choice—either have the men and let the road and Army suffer, 
or leave the men alone and let the road be worked as advantageously 
as possible. As soon as you take the men I must stop all other trains 
from running on this road. There are now six foreign trains at work 
here. Wecan barely keep enough wood on the road from day to day. 
We cannot do with less men than we now have. Take those we have 
and I know not where to supply their places, even so far as labor is 
concerned. Those who get wood off their own land are doubly val- 
uable to us, for they furnish not only wood, which otherwise we can- 
not obtain, but the labor also. 

Will you please refer this letter to the chief of the Bureau, that he 
may confer with the Quartermaster-General. 

Very respectfully, 
THOMAS WEBB, 


President. 
[First indorsement. } 


CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 
Raleigh, N. C., June 29, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Bureau of Conscription for instrue- 
tions. 
PETER MALLETT, 
Colonel, Commandant Conscripts, North Carolina. 


[Second indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, August 5, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War. 

This communication is in reply to an indorsement on the report of 
an inspection of this road, which developed the fact that the number 
of employés liable to conscription was largely in excess of the num- 
ber of exemptions authorized by law. It is considered that the num- 
ber of exempts allowed was sufficiently large to include all whose 
services were indispensable because of mechanical or scientific skill, 
business experience, capacity, &c., and that what other labor was 
required it should be procured from other sources, and the command- 
ant of conscripts was directed so to inform the officers of this road, 
that efforts should at once be made to make the changes indicated. 
It was observed that other roads entitled to not half so many exemp- 
tions, in more exposed situations, and as busily engaged in Government 
transportation, were successfully operated without calling for details, 
and no reason was perceived why an exception in favor of this one 
should be made, traversing, as it does, a fertile and large slave-holding 
region. It was not proposed to insist on a violent change, but that 
the reduction should be as gradual as circumstances permitted, while 
assurances were given that diligent and bona fide efforts were being 
made to effect other arrangements. The statements in this com- 
munication render arbitrary action necessary, but before adopting 
such a course the action proposed is submitted for approval. It is 
proposed to make a reduction of one-fourth at the end of thirty days 


Gust 16, 1864.—For Watts to ete in regard to the organiza- 
‘the militia of Alabama for defense of the State, see Series yee 
y XXXIX, Part I, Pp. 780. ] 


RICHMOND, VA., August 18, 1864. 


ral b. BRAGG: 
You will require the chief of the Bureau of Conscription to 
sh you a list of all officers employed on conscript duty, the post : 
duty, order of assignment, and by what commission they are serv- 
ing. You will also require to be submitted to you such report as has 
been received of inspections made, and of the enrollment and distri- 
_ bution of recruits within the last six months. While these returns 
are in course of preparation they will, as completed, be submitted for 
_ @xamination and such action as may be found needful. 
54 Very respectfully, yours, &c., = 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Eonaus 19, 1864.—For orders of the Governor of Georgia placing 
_ the militia division under command of General Hood, see Series I, 
Vol. LI, Part I, p. 724. ] 


= 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Z Richmond, Va., August 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES, 
Commanding, Charleston, Fotis Oz 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 10th instant addressed to the Commis- 
-sary-General has been referred to me. The mode of utilizing the 
surplus products of detailed or exempt farmers suggested by you, 
‘viz, by authorizing them to be sold to county boards of relief or other 
associations for the supply of indigent soldiers’ families, has been 
in various instances sanctioned by the Department. Care, however, 
should be taken that the purchases from exempted and detailed 
farmers are either for the Government o: the families of soldiers. 
The boards of relief have frequently wider duties than the relief of 
soldiers’ families, and I have no authority to allow purchases except 
for the class specified in the law. 
Very respectfully, — 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPOTSWOOD HOTEL, 
Richmond, August 20, 1864. 
His Excellency President DAVIS: 
Sir: There is a law, approved October 12, 1862, giving to the Presi- 
dent authority to commission officers tempor ar ily for recr ‘aiting service. 


would commission me as ¢0. f cavalry and a. 
say, ten men, all Kentuckians, to operate with me, 
means of doing much good for our cause in Kentucky, and 
months would raise certainly a regiment, and perhaps more me} 
the service. I would select substantial, active men from differe 
portions of the State—men who have some personal influence in thei 
immediate neighborhoods—send them into the State, partly to recruit — 
and partly to communicate with the discontents, and for them to thig=@ 
Government. I will myself go into the State and attempt the forma- — 
tion of a secret Southern society, the object of which shall be to — 
throw all obstacles possible in the way of the Lincoln Administration 
in the State, to aid those who desire to come out, and if the occasion 
should offer to take up arms simultaneously all over the State for our _ 
cause. I believe, sir, that I could do much good in this way. I am ~ 
satisfied that by the day of the Presidential election I would enlist a 
sufficient number-of men and, holding them in the mountains of the | 
State, could control that end of the State to such an extent asatleast 
to allow the people to have a fair vote. I ask for the commission, sir, 
for the simple reason that I am not able to go on such an enterprise — 
without some means of support for my family; otherwise J would 
desire only the authority to go into the State to recruit. I will assure 
you, sir, that as soon as I am satisfied that I cannot succeed in my 
endeavors I will return the commission. I think three, or at the most 
four, months will certainly determine the matter. An early answer 

is respectfully requested. 
Respectfully, 


ROBT. J. BRECKINRIDGE. 


[Indorsement.] 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

This application is free from one objection, that of conflict with 
enrollment, but whether the others are such as to prevent compliance 
is submitted for your advice. 

J. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond, Va., August 21, 1864. 
Governor CHARLES CLARK, 
Macon, Miss.: 
Colonel Gorgas, of Ordnance Bureau, has sent on arms which he 

thinks will reach you in time without stopping those on the way.* 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


4 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., August 22, 1864. 
Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, 


Secretary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.: 

Sirk: On the 6th of August I received a request from the Secretary 
of War at your suggestion to meet the commissioners from the other 
States in Richmond on the 10th instant for conference. In conse- 
quence of interruption of the mails I very much regret that the com- 
munication was received too late for me to comply, as I am sure that 


* This in reply to Clark of August 18, Series I, Vol. XXXIX, Part II, p. 781. 


stions of that conference, and an earnest desire to co 


de of impressment, which should be properly addressed to 
cretary of War, and was intended to be signed by the commis- 
ers from Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, but the mails are 
neertain I prefer submitting it to you for your consideration, and 
if you think well of the plan soliciting your influence in having it car- 
ried out. I am aware that the plan needs perfecting, but believe 
that if perfected and adopted it will result very beneficially in sus- 
_ taining our currency by reducing prices of the leading articles of 
consumption. It may be urged that there is no authority for such 
action under the impressment law. Still, I would urge it as a war 
- measure, and I believe that it will meet the approval of nine-tenths 
_ of the people. 
a I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
R. C. FARISS, 

Commissioner for Alabama. 


{Indorsement.] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 

September 16, 1864. 
When the Secretary of War is invested with despotic power he may 
_ issue the appropriate orders to effect this plan. When he can punish 
_ inflexibly and vindictively every violation of the rules promulgated 

he may hope to have them observed. 
Respectfully, 
an L. B. NORTHROP. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

The undersigned, commissioners under the impressment act for the 
States of Alabama, Mississippi, and Georgia, having in view the best 
interests of the Government and speaking from daily observation, 
most respectfully recommend: That it is to the interest of the Govern- 
ment that orders be issued to the Commissary and Quartermaster’s 
Departments to at once notify producers in each of the Confederate 
States that the whole of the surplus production of wheat, corn, oats, 
rye, fodder, bacon, beef, lard, &c., must be held subject to the order 
of the Confederate Government, to be paid for at commissioners’ 
schedule rates, and to be delivered at the usual places of shipment 
only when ealled for by the agents of the Government. We most 
respectfully submit briefly the following reasons for this policy: 

First. The Government, by becoming the purchaser of the whole 
surplus, at once removes all competition from either speculators or 
non-producers. : 

Second. That the private barns, cribs, and store-houses are the 
safest places for the Government to store such supplies, and the 
owners of the said supplies the best agents. As the Government will 
only pay for the amount delivered, it is safe to presume that producers 
will protect their [own interests]. 

Third. That but for speculators and non-producers offering higher 
prices than schedule rates published by the commissioners, producers 
would be entirely satisfied with these rates, and we believe prices 
could be in a few months materially reduced. 


by our action in sustaining the credit of the Confederate as 
y. I take the liberty of inclosing herewith the outline of a 


manufacturing under contracts, r State or 1 = 
these contracts they are offering most exorbitant prices fo. a 
thereby causing dissatisfaction with schedule rates, and at the san 
time depreciating our currency. We further respectfully suggest th 
the whole matter of impressment and purchase of supplies should b: 
the hands of the officers of the tax in kind, and that they be instructed — 
to supply non-producers at cost certain amounts, according to the- 
number they may have in the family, which shall be ascertained by — 
affidavit of the applicant; and also that they be instructed to furnish — 
retail grocers in towns and cities, on their oath to the effect that the — 
supplies are for the purpose of retailing, and binding themselves not 
to charge exceeding per cent. above cost. Also, that distillers — 
under contract to the Confederate States be allowed to draw their 
supplies of grain from the same source. 3 = 

The above views are most respectfully presented to the considera- _ 
tion of the War Department, believing, as we do, that if perfected 
and earried into operation the plan will result in great benefit to the 
Government and people. 

We have the honor to be, your obedient servants, 
R. C. FARISS, 
Commissioner for Alabama. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ae 
Richmond, Va., August 22, 1864. 
Maj. C. BOYLE, 

Provost-Marshal, Gordonsville, Va.: 

Sir: Mr. J. M. F. Fant, of Culpeper, reports that you have caused 
to be detained at Gordonsville some twenty boxes of tobacco and 
require my permit before allowing it to be carried to Culpeper County. 
You are requested to state on what special authority the transporta- 
tion of goods to Culpeper and Fauquier Counties, while not within 
the lines of the enemy, nor in any part occupied by them, is prohib- 
ited. Ido not see that the Department or any of its officers has the 
right to stop the passage of articles of merchandise from one county 
of the State to another. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., August 23, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

All foreigners, not as residents subject to military duty, are entitled 
to leave the Confederacy from any of its ports to neutral countries. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


| AUGUST 23, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, in regard to recruiting for 
the Army, and Seddon’s reply (August 26), see Series I, Vol. XLII, 
Part II, pp. 1199, 1203. | 


ore « of MorisOurotine Fosn be'assembled’ a oll 
Vol. XLII, Part II, p. 1203. ] 


TERAL ORDERS, tL ee AND INSP. eames OFFICE, 
= No, 68. ~ Richmond, Va., August 26, 1864. 


The act of Congress ‘‘to provide for the = fons Hie pay- 
t of claims for a certain description of property taken or inform- 
ally impressed,” approved June 14, 1864, and published in General 

Orders, No. 54, current series, does not prescribe any rule of decision 

“to the accounting officers of the Government, but was designed to 

ure for the claimant an early method of obtaining g proof for his = 

The Department, therefore, recommends to the commissioners * 

ointed under the aforesaid act to receive the proof of the claims 

that may be made for the property designated in the act and embraced 

in its objects, with which any claimant may be prepared, although 

_ the same may not be, in their opinion, sufficient to support a claim 

against the Confederate States, nor conform to the directions in Gen- 

eral Orders, No. 54. But all claims that are not-supported by testi- 

mony as prescribed in the general orders just cited should be =< 

: reported separately from the others and as being taken under this 
order. 

; II. Requisitions may be made by any commissioner appointed under 

said act upon a quartermaster of a post in his district for a reasonable 

_ supply of stationery to enable him to perform his duties, and also for 

_ the payment of six advertisements in two newspapers, to be published 

in the district, of the time and places at which he may hold his ses- 

sions. No allowances will be made for clerk hire or counsel fees. 

i III. The allowances to the commissioners will be paid at the Treas- 
ury, after being audited by the Second Auditor, from the fund for 
“contingent expenses of the Army,” and claims for services under 
the act by a commissioner will be sent to the Second Auditor properly 
authenticated for allowances. 

By order: 


8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Gordonsville, Va., August 26, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: Yours of the 22d was received on yesterday, and in reply I 
have the honor to report that I have acted in compliance with the 
orders inclosed from headquarters Army of Northern Virginia; also 
your attention is called to copy of letter from Maj. B. P. Noland, 
chief commissary for Virginia, dated 17th of this month. 

I have written and called on Major Noland for your instructions in 
this matter. The order cannot be executed without giving dissatis- 
faction, as this is a frontier post since the army has been around 
Richmond. Large quantities of cotton, tobacco, &¢c., are carried to 


= ‘the frontier for the pu n. 
will permit, to the enemy’s _ ily seprats: af 
-- Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
a .CORNELIC SEE 
Maj. and Prov. Mar., Army of Northern Virginia, Com 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
os * SUBSISTENCE DEPT., OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY 
OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, _ 
Richmond, August 17, 1864. 


Maj. C. BOYLE, ; 
Chief Provost-Marshal, &c., Gordonsville, Yaa 
MaJor: I inclose you herewith permit for Mr. Miller, the agent of — 
Rappahannock County, for cottons for the people of that county fur- — 
nished under the laws of Virginia. The Secretary of War will grant 
similar permits in all such cases, but requires the parties to obtain 
them. With all our care large quantities of cotton and tobacco are 

passed through the lines illegally. 

IT am glad to find you are rigidly enforcing the law and regulations. _ 
* % * * * * * 2 ’ 


Your obedient servant, 


eS 


B. P. NOLAND, = 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virgmia. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 4, 1864. ~ 
Maj. C. BOYLE, 
Provost-Marshal Army of Northern Virginia and : 
Commandant Post, Gordonsville: 

Magsor: The general commanding directs me to call your attention 
to the inclosed general orders* and to explain to you that he desires 
it to be enforced without giving undue publicity to the order itself or - 
the traffic referred to in it. To this end you will give general direec- 
tions that any of the prohibited articles passing through your com- 
mand en route or apparently so beyond our lines to any point be 
stopped and the fact reported to you. You will then see to the exe- 
cution of the order witHout making its existence known generally. 
It is desirable that the enemy should not be informed that the Gov- 
ernment authorizes such a trade, as it would no doubt prevent it. If 
the carriers appear only as persons engaged in private ventures, there 
will be less difficulty. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
CHARLES MARSHALL, 
Aide-de- Camp. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 69. j Richmond, Va., August 27, 1864. 
I. The Bureau of Conscription will cause to be delivered from the 
proper officers of the Bureau to the chief commissary in every State 
a report containing the names of all the persons in the State, with 


* See No, 23, March 29, 1864, Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 842. 


esidence, who have obtained exempt 
a ulturists, owners, overseers, managers, farmers, plant- 
otherwise, as producers of grain or provisions, under the 
aragraph of the tenth section of the military act of the 17th = 
uary, 1864, published in General Orders, No. 26, current ‘ 
together with a statement of the terms of the contract, the 
ureties to the same, and with all other pertinent facts relating to 
1e said exemption or detail. The officers of the Subsistence Depart- 
ent, under the direction-of the Commissary-General and chief 
commissary of each State, are charged with the collection of the 
meat which any exempt or detailed men may have contracted to - ae 
pay, and to give an acquittance therefor; also to make whatever 
-commutations or reductions that may be authorized by the act when- 
_ ever the conditions are established that justify the same, and to 
make all the purchases of the marketable surplus at the prices speci- - 
fied in the act, which the same authorizes to be made on behalf of 
the Government, the said Subsistence Department being hereby 
clothed with authority to represent the Government in the enforce- 
ment of its claims under the contracts and obligations that the act 
‘imposes upon the exempts and detailed men described therein. 
Il. In order that the regulation on the subject of the sale of the 
- marketable surplus of the provisions and grain to the Government 
- and the families of soldiers in the said act may have execution, the ge 
_ commissaries in the different States may be instructed to limit their 
purchases of grain and provisions of the marketable surplus in any 
_ district to some definite proportion, not to exceed one-half, and to 
_ leave the remainder for the persons who purchase on behalf of the 
_ families of soldiers. 
Ill. All agents appointed by the public authorities of any State, 
- county, or town to supply food for the families of soldiers are author- 
ized to purchase the portion unappropriated by the Government for 
_ the object of their trust. The commanders of conscripts or the chief 
commissary of each State or district may authenticate the authority 
of such agents, and persons selling to agents thus authenticated shall 
be fully warranted to do so. 
IV. The families of soldiers as described in the said act are the 
families composed of the wife or wife and children of any person who 
belongs to the Army; the widow or widow and children of any person 
who died while in the service; the mother and sisters of any soldier 
or soldiers in the Army and who resided with them as members in the 
same family or were dependent upon their labor or support; the 
parents or sisters of any person belonging to the Army who resided 
in the same family with them and who derived from them support. 
V. Officers are authorized to purchase necessary subsistence for 
their families under this act. 
VI. Every exempt and detailed man under this act shall render to 
the enrolling officer in his district a detailed statement of the market- 
able surplus produced and sold by him, with testimony that the sales 
were to the Government or to soldiers’ families, which statement shall 
be sent to the commander of conscripts for the State, and thereupon 
satisfaction upon his bond shall be entered. © 
VII. The act of Congress aforesaid provides that exemptions in 
favor of the classes aforesaid shall cease whenever the farmer, planter, 
or overseer shall fail diligently to employ in good faith his own skill, 
capital, and labor exclusively in the production of grain and pro- 
visions, to be sold to the Government and the families of soldiers at 


prices not exceeding those fixed at the t m 


commissioners of the State under the impressment 
represented to the Department that there are ins 
exempt or detailed under this act who pay but little respect 
obligations they have contracted; that they have become speculé 
in food and provisions; that they are negligent and careless as to th 
extent of their productions, and openly affirm that they do not me; 
to have any surplus. The Department is required in all such or sim-_ 
ilar cases to revoke the detail, and the performance of this duty is 
devolved upon the Bureau of Conscription, upon proper testimony | 
being afforded to them or to their officers to be designated by them — 


to perform this duty. i ; 
By order: — : 
~ §. COOPER, 
Adjutant and: Inspector General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 203. ° Richmond, August 27, 1864. 


XXXIV. In view of the importance of harmony of action and uni- 
formity with reference to prices in States contiguous and similarly 
situated, the commissioners to fix prices in the States of South 
Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee ‘are 
instructed to convene for conference and mutual concert of action, as 
far as may by them be deemed practicable and expedient, on the 20th 
of September next at Montgomery, Ala. On the 30th of the same 
month the commissioners for Virginia and North Carolina will con- 
vene for like purposes at Raleigh, N. C. Attention to this order is 
particularly requested and prompt compliance enjoined. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 70. f Richmond, August 29, 1864. 

I. In consequence of the addition of fifty artillery officers for ord- 
nance duty by act of Congress, approved June 10, 1864, the distribu- 
tion of grades announced in General Orders, No. 110, 1863, is changed 
to the following: Five lieutenant-colonels, ten majors, eighty-five 
captains, sixty first lieutenants, and forty second lieutenants. : 

Il. These officers, together with such officers of the regular Confed- 
erate Army and field officers of the provisional artillery as are placed 
on ordnance duty by the Secretary of War, will alone, hereafter, con- 
stitute the corps of officers for ordnance duty. All other officers on 
ordnance duty are only incidentally ordnance officers, and are liable 
to be replaced by the class of officers above enumerated. 

III. All officers on ordnance duty will, without delay, report by let- 
ter to the Chief of Ordnance at Richmond, stating, first, their rank; 
second, date of commission; third, arm of service; fourth, the State 
to which they belong; fifth, date of assignment to ordnance duty; 
sixth, the authority by which assigned, furnishing date, and, if possi- 
ble, copy of order of assignment. Officers of the Regular Army will 


ko 

and provisional commissions or ¢ 
ointments in the corps of artillery officers for ordnance 
blished by acts of Congress approved April 21, 1862, Se 


Rie 


er ss , 1862, and June 10, 1864, will be made to the grade of ae e 
lieutenants after the usual examinations. Candidates examined 


‘to the passage of act approved June 10, 1864, may, however, on 
mmendation, be appointed to grades for which they were recom- 
ended and in which they have been serving under General Orders, 


No. 12, 1863. 
__V. The Government foundry, blacksmith shops, and laboratory of 


as the ‘‘Salisbury Arsenal.” 
| By order: 


ee at, BSECOUPER: 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
j Richmond, Va., August 29, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
; Commanding: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith a list of the officers 
employed on duty in this office, as requested. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GWA Ye 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Acting Superintendent. 


oS rey A * 


= 


~~ [First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
September 5, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to His Excellency the President. 

There appear to be several points in this report inviting attention. 

First. An able-bodied colonel has for two years done office duty, 
whilst his regiment has been on hard field service in the Army of 
Virginia. The duty could beas well performed by a disabled officer, 

sof whom we have so many. In that event this colonel might see a 
little field service yet before the war is over and learn something of 
the rules of discipline and respect for his superiors, of which he 
appears to be much in need from the inclosed copy of a letter recently 
addressed to this office.* 

Second. The officer charged with the duty of general inspection 
does not seem to devote much time to it. He has been in this city 
since March, except when absent as a volunteer on General Beau- 
regard’s staff for a short time. I have called for the reports of his 
inspections, but received none. 

Third. The duties assigned Lieutenant Goldthwaite seem to be too 
important to be intrusted to so young a man without experience, and 
could better be performed by some older and good soldier disabled by 
wounds. 


~ 


* See August 2, p. 568. 
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the Ordnance Department at Salisbury, N. C., will hereafter be known 


rompt action on sare 
a 


: papers forwarded that ees been peas acting epee 
: s Bureau within a few days past. 


“— 


[Second indorsement.] 


aes ree gs “1864, 


Referred to the Secretary of War for attention, &c. 4 
The remarks of General Bragg point out objections nee seem 0 144 


require action. 
Ay EFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Third indorsement.] . 


‘ SEPTEMBER 7, 1864. 


Referred to General Preston, whose attention is asked to the stric- _ 
tures of General Bragg and the President’s indorsement, and who i is: 
requested to report on the points suggested. 7 

ne AMES A. SEDDON, | 
Secretary. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


List of officers on duty in the Bureau of Conscription August 29, 1864. 


When 


No. Name and rank. Regiment or corps. assigned. 


By what authority. 


1| J.S. Preston, brigadier-general...| Provisional Army, | July 30, 1863 | Special Orders, No. 180, 
C.S. paragraph XX, Adju: 
tant and Inspector 
. General’s Oftice. 
2| T. P. August, colonel (a)..2--..-.-. 15th Virginia In- | Oct. 15, 1863 | Special Orders, No. 121, 
fantry. paragtapa sy , Bureau of .” 
Co) . onscription. 
3 | G. W. Lay, lieutenant-colonel -..-. Assistant adju-j| Jan. 2, 1863 | Special Orders, No. 1, 
tant-general. paragraph XXII, ‘Ad: 
. jutant and Inspector 
General’s Office. 
4 | Jno. Claiborne, major (b)..-.------ Quartermaster..... May 10, 1864 | Special Orders, No. 56, . 
paragraph II, Bureau’ 
of Conscription. 
5 | C. B. Duffield, captain (c)....-....- Assistant adju- | Mar. 14, 1863 | Special Orders, No. 30, 
tant-general. paregrapit, Bureau of 
onscription. 
6 | Thos. Goldthwaite, first lieuten- | Drill-master -...-.- Apr. 7, 1863 | Special Orders, No. 37, 
ant (c). paragraphI, Bureau of 
: Conscription. - 
7 | J. A, Lynham, first lieutenant (c).|.....do0 -......------ Jan. 30, 1864 | Special Orders, No. 14, 
paragraph —, Bureau _ 
3 : of Conscription. 
8 | Thos. Pinckney, second lieuten- |....-. QOjave es = see .| July 27, 1863 | Special Orders, No. —, 
ant (d). July 27, Bureau of Con- 
: scription. 


a Reported to this Bureau, in conformity with paragraph V, General Orders, No. 96, Adjut 
Inspector General’s Office, 1862 of ne eh = ages eee 


b Ordered to report to this Bureau by Quartermaster-General May 10, 1864. In charge of distribu- 
tion of funds appropriated by Congress for the conscript service. 
c Ordered to report on his commission. 


d Transferred from conscript oftice at Columbia by order of superintendent of Bureau of Conscripts, 


/ 


ne) 7 
cular “duties mantras . 
r an pion by General Brage in 
f the 30th instant, to be furnished for file wien the | list — 
&e., of said officers, heretofore furnished. ae 


“ 


= Gen. J. 8. Preston, superintendent. ; 
sol. T. P. August, charged with the examination and dstorminaaee 
all applications for exemption, details for agricultural purposes, 
the investigation of questions of a legal character. 
“A Lieut. Col. a: W. Lay, charged with the duties of general inspec- 
ion. 
Maj. John Claiborne, charged with the duty of superintending the 
disbursement of the fund appropriated by Congress for the expenses 
_ of conscription, its proper distribution amongst the quartermasters of _ 
the conscript service, and the supervision of their accounts. 
Capt. C. B. Duffield, the executive officer of the Bureau, intrusted 
with the management of its business, and charged with the special 
duty of issuing orders, preparing general instructions to the officers 
of conscription, and of communicating information to persons eall- 
ing at the Bureau upon business of # general nature. 
Lieut. Thomas Goldthwaite, charged with the examination and 

determination of all applications for details, except the agricultural, % 
. and with giving instructions to the officers of conscription pertaining ~ 
‘ théreto; with the disposition of all papers relating to persons ascer- 
i 


tained by the boards to be unfit for duty in the field, but fit for any 
of the duties specified in the eighth section of the act of Congress 
approved February 17, 1864, and with action upon papers of a general 
character. 
id Lieut. J. A. Lynham, charged with the direct supervision and con- 
duct of the records of the Bureau, performs the duties of a chief clerk, | 
: and with a part of the general papers, and is general assistant, &ce. 
Lieut. Thomas Pinckney, charged with the disposition of all papers 
2 relating to absentees without leave and deserters, and with reports 
from commandants, and a part of the papers of a general character. 
Forwarded in the absence of the superintendent. 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Acting Superintendent. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, August 29, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Str: I have carefully considered the case made by Major Boyle* in 
justification of his interference with our citizens im transitu to their 
homes and places of business with their purchases, made in this mar-. 
ket or elsewhere, and I cannot see that it touches the grievance which 
I presented for your consideration. My complaint is that the citizens 
of Virginia, whose rights I am bound, as far as practicable, to protect, 
are not allowed to take with them to their homes and places of busi- 
ness such articles as they may purchase for their own use or for sale 
to their neighbors and customers, neither they nor such persons being 

within the enemy’s lines, but all being within the jurisdiction of the 


State of Virginia. 


* See August 26, p. 605. 


fener CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


The regulations made by General Lee and under which Major Boyle 
shelters himself will receive, of course, your careful attention; but I 
will call your attention to them particularly. By reference to the sec- 
ond paragraph, certain articles are not ‘permitted to pass the lines of 
this army to the territories of the United States, or to any part of the 
Cenfederate States occupied by the enemy, without permission,” &c. 
In the letter of General Lee to Major Boyle will be found this extract: 

It is desirable that the enemy should not be informed that the Government 


‘authorizes such a trade, as it would no doubt prevent it. If the carriers appear 
only as persons engaged in private ventures there will be less difficulties. 


It is manifest without comment that these orders in no manner touch 
the trade to which I refer. The one, being ostensibly illegitimate but 
yet valuable to the Government, could of course only be carried on 
with the knowledge and permission thereof; but the other, being per- 
fectly legitimate and altogether proper, is restrained by no law, and 
should be encouraged rather than restrained for the good of the citi- 
zen, so much and so seriously oppressed. 

But Major Boyle says that “‘ large quantities of cotton, tobacco, &e., 
are carried to the frontier for the purpose of being transported, wher 
opportunity will permit, to the enemy’s country.” This may be true. 
It is, however, only an inference, and cannot affect the legitimate 
trade for which I contend. Violation of commercial regulations has 
prevailed in every country and age, and still it does not affect the 
rights of legitimate traffic. Those who violate laws must take the con- 
sequences when convicted; but surely those who are but in the exer- 
cise of their rights must not be denied them because of the rascality of 
others. Major Noland obviously has reference to his own regulations, 
the effect of which denies to the people of Northern Virginia the right 
to sell their goods except upon terms prescribed by him, when nosuch 
restrictions are imposed upon other sections of the State. But there 
is no difference between us about the law, as I understood you. Per- 
mits are necessary under the regulations referred to when the purpose 
is to go into the enemy’s lines for supplies; but otherwise they are not 
necessary, and of course the citizens of Virginia within our limits are 
entitled to buy and sell at will. 

The obstructions, then, of which I complain are not warranted by 
law nor by any regulation in pursuance thereof, and I respectfully ask 
that they may be removed. They exist in the action of your subor- 
dinates, and the only way that I know of is to instruct them aecord- 
ingly. I respectfully ask your early attention to this subject, as it is 
daily called to my attention by citizens, who feel very keenly the 
annoyance and oppression of which they complain. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. SMITH. 


[AUGUST 29, SEPTEMBER 5, SEPTEMBER 10, 1864.—For correspond- 
ence between Lee and Vance, i regard to State troops to aid in 
defense of Wilmington, N. C., see Series I, Vol. XLII, Part II, pp. 
1206, 1235, 1242. ] 


[Aveust 30, 1864.—For Seddon to Brown, calling for 10,000 or more 
of the militia of Georgia to repel invasion, and the ensuing corre- 


Pe 2 + tt ait he : 
ember 12, 1864, October 8, 1864, N 
mber 13, 1864, and January 6, 1865, see Serie 
). 727, 736, 754, 78, 796, 803. ] | . 
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_ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

; Richmond, Va., August 30, 1864. 


lis Excellency WILLIAM SMITH, 
¥ Governor of Virginia: 
_ Str: I have received your letter commenting upon Major Boyle’s 
report in reply to my call upon him for the authority under which he 
was acting. in imposing restrictions upon citizens of Culpeper and 
_ Fauquier desiring to carry to their homes articles of merchandise for 
their own use. In reply I have the honor to say that there must be 
_ some regulation to prevent the demoralizing trade with the enemy, to 
which ‘there are so many and strong temptations, and this must be 
applied before the passage of our military lines, since beyond them 
_ there can be no effective control. This General Lee’s order seeks to 
_ do, and I really see no better mode of accomplishing it. At the same 
time it is desirable that the legitimate wants of our loyal citizens in 
counties beyond the military lines, and yet not in the actual occu- 
paney of the enemy, should be supplied. { know no better mode of —— 
effecting this than that permits should be obtained either from the 
. Department directly, or that Major Boyle be instrueted to allow citi- 
zens, whose loyalty is vouched or known to him to be true, to take 
to their homes such articles as they need, on the assurance that they 
shall. be used for legitimate purposes and not for trade with the 
enemy. If you desire it, such instructions will be given. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 
Me JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


*! i, s 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
ie Macon, Ga., August 31, 1864. 
[Col. WILLIAM M. BROWNE: | 

COLONEL: I give you this memorandum in reference to the support- 
ing force of the Conscript Bureau in response to your request. 

The Conscript Bureau was authorized to raise for a supporting force 
one company in each Congressional district. In Georgia there are 
ten districts, and the companies are mostly cavalry and composed of 
non-conscripts; that is, men liable to service in the reserve. These 
companies are doing little or nothing, as their one business is to arrest 
deserters and skulkers, but could be made very efficient as a part of 
the reserve, and whenever required, details could be furnished enroll- 
ing officers. I have earnestly recommended that this should be turned 
over to me, with instructions that I should furnish details when called 
for. In my conversation this morning I gave you many details which 
you will bear in mind and hence I do not repeat them. We have too 
many independent organizations in the service. My opinion is that 
the number could be very much reduced with benefit to the service, 
and this would be a good beginning. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
; HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


614 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — 


MURFREESBOROUGH, N. C., August 31, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
DEAR Sir: So many complaints reach me of the mischievous and 
‘demoralizing effects of the traffic in cotton, initiated under the aus- 

pices of the Commissary Department, which is now carried on across 
and beyond the Chowan River, that I deem it a duty to call your 
attention to the subject. The operation of the system as explained 
to me is this: The Government delivers on the river bank cotton in 
equal parts for bacon brought to the same place. The arrangement 
is expected to bring supplies of bacon from the enemy in exchange 
for cotton transported to points at which he can get it. In truth, 
most of the bacon received comes from our own counties, and but an 
inconsiderable part from the North. These supplies would mostly 
find their way to the Confederate States as the only market for a 
surplus, and for Confederate money, if trading with the enemy was 
strictly prohibited and prevented. The present system, of course, pre- 
supposes and therefore licenses the transportation and sale of the 
cotton to the enemy, and the object seems to be attained if the equiv- 
alent in bacon is delivered to the commissary officer, without regard 
to the source from which derived. Most of the cotton, or at least 
much of it, purchases not meat for the Army, but goods of Northern 
production and manufacture, which are thus introduced into the 
country. Large numbers of persons are said to be actively employed 
in the counties east of the river availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunities afforded for private gain and advantage, and putting in their 
own pockets the surplus made by a more favorable exchange with the 
sellers of the meat. But larger profits still are derived from the intro- 
duction into the Confederate States of the numerous Yankee fabrics 
which, because of prevailing scarcity, now command very high 
prices.. But the spirit of speculation engendered and the opportuni- 
ties offered for its successful indulgence form a less serious objection 
to the system than some other of its fruits. It tends to discredit our 
currency, to impair and weaken the attachment of our people to 
their own Government, to diminish and soften the resentment felt for 
acts of disloyalty and unfaithfulness to our cause, to demoralize public 
sentiment, and to corrupt those engaged in it. Men will naturally 
conclude that inasmuch as their own Government permits and licenses 
the traffic with the enemy, there can be no great wrong in friendly 
dealing and communications with him, and teachings, however ele- 
vated, will not be able to counteract the effects of this practice. This 
district has remained true and faithful under most adverse cireum- 
stances. Left beyond the protection of their own armies, as many of 
the counties have been, and exposed to hostile raids, unchecked and 
destructive, they adhere to our fortunes and look confidently forward 
to the day of their deliverance. Nearly all their valuable slaves are 
gone, but these losses have not abated their patriotism. 

Surely such consequences as I have pointed out are not to be per- 
mitted for the small and precarious additions which are gathered to 
ourmeans of subsistence.. If the trade must be carried on it certainly 
can be put under the restraint of such regulations as will prevent the 
abuses to which it now gives rise. I bring the subject before you 
for oe inquiry and with a view to the correction of the evils of the 
system. 

Iam, most respectfully, yours, &e., 
WN. SMITH: 


SPD ~ 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Pom ; Richmond, September 8, 1864. 
lly returned to Honorable Secretary of War. — ec 

reau cannot agree with the Hon. Mr. Smith in his opinion 


evil results flowing from the trade conducted on the Chowan 
rs of this Bureau. On the contrary, the natural results in 
tence gotten for the Army have been most satisfactory, for it is- 
needed that these supplies would otherwise have come into the 
nfederacy at all. 


LB) NORTHROP, =e ae 


Commissary- General. 
i [Second indorsement. ] 


wet ae SEPTEMBER 13, 1864, 
JI eannot concur in thinking the evils stated by Hon. Mr. Smith as 
resulting to the extent imagined from the trade established, and its 
_ results have really been so satisfactory in affording supplies that I 
am not, without further developments and inquiries, prepared to pro- 
hibit it. 
- JAS See 
Secretary. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

4 5 - Richmond, August 31, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of yes- 
terday. I would respectfully suggest, to save you as well as myself 
trouble, that Major Boyle be instructed to permit persons with sup- 
4 plies obviously (from the quantity) intended for their own use to pass 

without question; secondly, where the quantity is more considerable, 
such as purchases for half a dozen or more neighbors, as is frequently 
the case, that the parties be permitted to pass upon being properly 
and satisfactorily vouched for as loyal and reliable, and thirdly, where 
the articles are purchased for sale, avowedly to neighborhoods in 
which the parties may reside and be conducting business as merchants, 
that they shall be required to have your pass, to be obtained upon 
being vouched for to your satisfaction. . It is thought to be very hard, 
indeed, that a gentleman coming from the country to this city should 
not be allowed to return home with such purchases as he or his neigh- 
bors may want, and it is thought very hard that the old and estab- 
lished merchants of the State should not be allowed to replenish their 
stocks when opportunity occurs. I hope it will be your pleasure to 
give Major Boyle the instructions suggested, and that you will adopt 
the rule above suggested for yourself. You will observe that I do not 
propose to pass our lines or to enter those of the enemy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. SMITH. 


a eas 


[Indorsement. | 
: SEPTEMBER 3, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: , 
No objection is seen to these instructions, and they 5) be given. 


Get 
‘ Secretary. 


r 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, September 1, 1864. 
Hon. GEORGE DAVIS, 
Attorney-General Confederate States: 

DEAR Sir: Permit me to ask your attention to a matter that has 
bred some confusion and is likely to breed more. Until recently the 
Governor of North Carolina commissioned all officers of the line in the 
regiments from this State originally enlisted for the war and known 
as ‘‘State troops,” in contradistinction to the ‘‘ volunteers” or twelye- 
months’ men. . This was by virtue of an ordinance of the convention 
which gave the Governor also authority to commission all officers in 
both classes of troops. The authority of the President to commission 
any of the North Carolina troops was derived, I take it, from the first 
conscription act, which was held to operate only upon the twelve- 
months’ men. Accordingly the Governor’s claim.to commission them 
was surrendered, and he continued to commission only the regiments 
originally ‘‘for three years or the war,” with the consent and appro- 
bation of the Confederate Government. Latterly Adjutant-General 
“Cooper has notified me that he will recognize no commission issued by 
this State whatsoever. Now, where does the President get the right 
to commission the troops from North Carolina not affected by either 
the first or the last acts of conscription? Many of our regiments were 
originally enlisted for the period of the war and could not possibly be 
so affected, and it seems to me the right remains with the Governor 
to commission them. Practically it is better they were all equally 
subjected to our laws, and I make no objection on that score. But I 
don’t feel at liberty to surrender both a right and a duty committed 
to me by the State unless satisfied that the law has done it for me. 
Please let me hear from you. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


RALEIGH, N. C., September 1, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 


DEAR Sir: In view of the late enormous advance and still advanc- 
ing rates of railroad fares and freights, I have thought that they were 
very proper subjects of consideration by the commissioners of appraise- 
ment, both in their conventions and in their periodic State meetings. 
At present there seems to have been no check or even opposition to 
the unbounded rapacity of these companies, which equally with the 
high price of wheat and corn, &¢., threaten to destroy the value of 
our money by again flooding the country with an inflated currency, 
and thus upsetting the admirable plans of our wise and experienced 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Trenholm, who undoubtedly, if aided 
by a reasonable support by the country, would soon reduce the recent 
chaos in our finances to order and value, if not toa perfect peace basis. 
I therefore propose at our meeting on the 30th instant to bring up this 
matter for consideration, and to subject the rates of fares and freights 
on railroads to the same scrutiny and action that the farmers and 
manufacturers have submitted to, and hope we shall be aided by the 
active support of your Department and that of the Navy and Goy- 
ernment generally. To prove the extraordinary and excessive charges 
by the railroad companies of the Confederacy it is only necessary to 


nd constantly o ring advance of f: 
lace (and to which there appears to be no 
ve advanced from the usual rates of 3 to 4 cents per n 
1 even as high as, in the case of the new Piedmont Ra‘ 
. Greensborough to Danville), 20 cents per mile is now 
ged, while the dividends of these companies are as high as from 30 
per cent. per annum. In short, I see nothing in the whole range 
ices and of speculation that more demands restraint and seru- 


tiny than the rapaciousness and greed of the railroad companies of | 


our country. ; 
_ Hoping to have your views, 
Tam, with high respect, your obedient servant and friend, 
H. K. BURGWYN. 


: ) | SEPTEMBER 2. 
_ I have just learned that the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad have 


that the Petersburg and Roanoke Railroad Company have raised 
_ theirs from $10 to $15. 


{First indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1864. 


To Quartermaster-General for consideration and remarks. Is there 


justice in these strictures; and what think you of the proposed action 
for relief ? 


z JISALSe 

= ‘ Secretary. 
7 [Second indorsement. ] . 

sz cee QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, = 
: _ September 10, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Sims. 
By order of Quartermaster-General: 
< W. F. ALEXANDER, 


Major and Assistant to the Quartermaster- General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


RIcHMOND, September 18, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to Quartermaster-General. 

The rates alluded to within are charged to individuals. Govern- 
ment is charged for troops from 5 to 73 cents per mile, or about twice 
“peace prices,” and on freights in about the same ratio: These rates 
are not excessive, but on the contrary extremely liberal. The roads 
find their profit in caring for individuals, and if the private rates are 
cut down by act of Government it is inevitable that Government 
rates must be advanced. Speculators, &c., are thus indirectly aiding 
in keeping down the price of one of the heaviest items of Government 
expense. Transportation by rail is beyond all question rendered to 
Government at lower rates. than anything else in the Confederacy. 
It is true it is done at, the expense of the people, and in that view it 
might be well to intrust the regulation of railroad charges to the com- 
missioners, but it should not be lost sight of that the Government 
may be made to suffer by the operation. 

F. W. SIMS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, &ce. 


S 


again more than doubled their rates, viz, from $10 up to $22 fare, and — 


rye & Soe a ms 5 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of | 
attention is invited to the views of Lieutenant-Colonel 
believed that the action of the commissioners could fix ra’ 
Government transportation. Sy ets. he 
ae et: é AR: LAWTON. ae 


Quartermaster-General. 
—ae : ‘ a : 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, ets 
No. 208. Richmond, September 2, 1864. 
* * * * * Bek eS ey 


III. The Second and Sixth Battalions Local Defense Troops, Rich- | 
mond, Va., will constitute the Second Regiment Local Defense 
Troops. Maj. John W. Carter, of the Second Battalion Local 
Defense Troops, is assigned as major of the Second Regiment Local _ 
Defense Troops. 

IV. The organization known as the First Regiment Virginia Artil- 
lery will be known hereafter as the First Battalion Virginia Light 
Artillery, to the command of which Lieut. Col. E. F. Moseley is 
hereby assigned. 

%* * * * : - * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: _ ' 

JNO. WITHERS, ~ 
Assistant Adjutant-General. Al 


[SEPTEMBER 2, 1864.—For Seddon to Watts, making requisition for 
all the militia of Alabama for defense against invasion of the State, 
see Series I, Vol. XX XIX, Part II, p. 812. ] 


[SEPTEMBER 2, 1864.—For Lee to Davis, in relation_to measures 
for increasing the strength of the armies, see Series 5 Vol. XLII, 
Part I, p. 1228. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
fichmond, Va., September 5, 1864. 


General B. BRaaa, 
Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 30th ultimo, asking an addi- 
tional list of the officers employed in the office of the Bureau in this 
city, with a statement of the particular duty which each is perform- 
ing, and all inspection reports received since the 1st of May, ultimo, 
was received at the Bureau during my absence. ; 

I am informed that the list of officers, with a statement of the par- 


acne duties to which each is assigned, has been sent to you as 
asked. 


ve Peres 


a 


nor reply that the materials do not e3 
u copies of inspection reports since May 1, 1864. 


iS as are made being either reported not beyond the com- — 
ndants’ of conscripts for the several States or being embodied, _ 
hout formality, in the mass of current correspondence and indorse- 
nts, and are thus seattered through the body of miscellaneous office 
records, without any attempt at separate classification. 

It was intended, if possible, to have a small corps of inspectors 
reporting to the Bureau through Lieutenant-Colonel Lay, its chief 
inspector, whose ordinary station is at this office, but the plan has 
_ been heretofore impracticable of execution, because there was no 
_ feasible mode of obtaining the appointment of the necessary suitable 
officers, or of securing, by assignment from the Army, officers with 
_ the requisite qualifications. The supply of officers for the conscript 
service is under existing regulations exclusively from the disabled list, 
and is altogether insufficient to furnish the Bureau with enrolling 
_ officers suitable for the ordinary duties to be performed by them. 

_ It has been, therefore, impracticable to obtain from this source as 
_ many suitable officers for the duties of inspection as were required. 

The few who could be made available for such duty have been ordered 

to report habitually to the commandants of conscripts for States, 

these latter being select officers, having the full confidence of the 
_ Bureau, and under whose immediate orders the inspecting officers 
can be made useful for the instruction of subordinates imperfectly 
acquainted with their duties. 

These commandants are themselves, in substance, ex officio inspect- 
_ors, reporting results in the form of daily general or special corre- 
spondence. Arrangements have everywhere been made to relieve 

them from the immediate executive commands of camps, so that their 

time is free in part for travel in their respective States. 

In arranging its department of inspection the Bureau looked upon 
it as a mere affair of internal policy and exclusive to itself, and did 
not consider the nomenclature adopted as binding it to any rules of 
form or precedent. There was at first but one “‘inspector of con- 
“scription” acting at the headquarters of the Bureau in Richmond, 
unless specially detached. When not so detached, his duties are the 

' examination upon reference of all questions, in any way suggested, 
respecting the practical working of the service, and of all mooted 
issues in regard to or presented by its individual officers. 

In presenting the results of his examinations no form has been 
observed, unless occasionally where a somewhat elaborate presenta- 
tion of the subject was appropriate. The convenience of office work- 
ing and record has best been consulted by his reporting, orally or 
informally, in unsigned written memoranda, or in the shape of 
instructions or indorsements, prepared to issue, if adopted, over the 
signature of the chief, or other executive officer of the Bureau. ‘The 

_ results of his work are, therefore, distributed through the records in 
such a way that they cannot be disentangled. mee 

When thé system of appointing subordinate inspectors was insti- 
tuted, the arrangement was informally adopted in the Bureau of dis- 
tinguishing its chief inspector, for reasons of obvious convenience, 
by the designation of inspector-general of conscription. 

The inspecting officers, commandants, and others were made aware 
that they would address themselves or be referred to that officer for 
information in case of doubt or difficulty as to the construction of 


u has no ffle of inspection reports, the results of such ¥ 
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orders or the general views of the Bureau, and the work of the office 
proper is thus lightened. 

This inspector has made some long journeys in the several States, 
and aided the service by communicating instructions to its officers and 
assisting in the changes of organization called for by its wants. He 
has not been detached since May 1, 1864, owing to various cireum- 
stances, especially the pressure of office work during the recent 
absence of the superintendent. © 

A number of special inspections have been made at the request of 
the Bureau by officers representing the War Department and sending 
their reports to it. 

In apportioning amongst the officers of the Bureau the work to be 
performed, it was considered necessary to the proper organization 
of this office, and believed to be in aid of the speedy dispatch of 
business, to establish a department of inspection. 

To the officer assigned to this department were habitually referred 
all questions of the character hereinbefore indicated. The complica- 
tion of the conscript service, growing out of the special legislation of 
Congress and its close connection with all the various branches of 
the general service, originated many important questions affecting 
the practical operation of the enrolling department, which were 
referred to the Bureau for solution. These questions were of such 
frequent reference by the officers of conscription as to suggest the 
assignment in the Bureau of an officer familiar with the working of 
the system to the duty of giving it constant supervision, that imper- 
fections might be amended, irregularities checked, and such improve- 
ments introduced as the necessities of the service called for. 

These duties have always been performed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lay except when it was necessary to charge him with some special 
inspection or other cognate duties, requiring him to make journeys in 
any of the States. 

His absence for some weeks of service in the field during the past 
summer was permitted, because at that time every officer and private 
who could be spared from the offices in Richmond were supposed to 
be necessary to its immediate defense. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF CONFEDERATE STATES, 
September 12, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to His Excellency the President. 
3RAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1864. 
Returned to General Bragg. 

The explanation, if understood, applies to a state of case in which — 
a body of officers would be assigned to duty as inspectors for the Con- 
seript Bureau. This is not practicable, if it be desirable. The post 
of inspector-general for a bureau is not provided for. 

The list of officers which was submitted to show the employment of 
certain officers in the Conscript Bureau at Richmond presents cases 
not within the laws and rules governing in such cases and will be 
presented to the Adjutant-General for the proper action. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


ectfully referred to Adjutant and Tnevedtor General 
narks of the President. The list of officers referred in was” 
by the President to the War Department and has not been again 
<o at this office.* 


BRAXTON BRAGG, ae 
General. 


_. CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 

: Richmond, Va., September 5, 1864. 
Sens. Ho HILL: ae . 
_ DEAR SIR: Owing to the withdrawal of so many men from South- _ 
tern Georgia, hitherto the Egypt whence our supplies of subsist- 
ence for man and beast have been most largely drawn, and a growing 
disinclination to sell to the Government at schedule rates for our 
' currency, very serious embarrassments are retarding the collection 
and delivery of supplies in that quarter at the depots and on the rail- 
roads. Extraordinary efforts are now specially necessary to maintain 
even scant supplies for the armies of both Generals Lee and Hood, 
- Your well-known influence and high position induce me, therefore, Hs 
to request that, if you can make it at all compatible with your con- 
venience and engagements, you would visit that portion of the State, 
_ and by converse and addresses impress on the people the absolute 
; necessity of furnishing and pressing forward the supplies in their 
. possession. When men are wanting on the plantations to make 
_ deliveries surely there, as has been so often done in Virginia, the patri- 
otic women (wives and daughters of planters at home) will undertake 
the duty of expediting deliveries, taking receipts and ordering teams, 
&¢e., to transport. Our great difficulty 1 now, I am informed, is that, 
as might naturally have been expected, the plantations near the lines 
of road having been exhausted, it is now necessary supplies should 
be hauled for longer distances. This is fortunately theseason of the 
year when teams can be best spared, and I am sanguine, if the people 
could be duly impressed with the indispensable necessity of forward- 
ing, the requisite transportation to the railroads could be furnished. 
Railroad transportation, I am pleased to say, can be commanded, and 
surely the people will not allow their armies to be dispersed and their 
homes overrun and spoiled rather than deliver of their means and 
use their unemployed teams. You can, I am sure, rouse them toa 
sense of their danger and their duty. 

Most truly, yours, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Same to Hon. H. ¥. Johnson, Milledgeville, Ga.) 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 210. Richmond, September 5, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XXIV. The Fourteenth Alabama Battalion Partisan Rangers, 
Lieut. Col. James C. Malone, jr., and the Nineteenth Alabama 


* For list referred to see p. 610. 
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Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Z. Thomason, are hereby consolidated,« 
and will constitute the Ninth Regiment Alabama Cavalry. a 
: * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


* 


JNO. WITHERS, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


————— 


: CIRCULAR. | SUBSISTENCE BUREAU, 
September 5, 1864. 


When enacting laws for impressment Congress could not have 
expected impressing officers as a class to be competent to settle the 
meaning of the words ‘‘ value or just compensation,” since jurists and 
political economists have been unable to determine on a definition or 
principle of ascertaining the just value of an article. Under these 
circumstances Congress enacted that commissioners, jointly chosen 
by the Confederate and State Executives, should at intervals fix the 
value of commodities, as the best mode of settling what was just com- 
pensation and thus fulfilling the constitutional requirement in cases 
of impressment. f 

The schedules fixed by these boards for the. respective States 
monthly were objected to by certain parties, and the objection sus- 
tained, on the ground that value at the time of an impressment could 
not be determined by rates fixed anteriorly; consequently, in any case 
of impressment, whether of property in the hands of speculators or 
producers, the appraisement by neighbors selected by both parties is 
required; and either party, if not satisfied with the award, can appeal 
to the joint commissioners. In cases where one-half of the meat which. 
a party had secured for the subsistence of those dependent on him 
was impressed, in accordance with the law promulgated in General 
Orders, No. 39, the necessity of promptly supplying him with an 
equivalent settled the principle that just compensation required the 
local cost of the article, and such appraisement by neighbors mutually 
selected, was made final without appeal. 

Whenever the jocal appraisement of a man’s surplus exceeds the 
price fixed by the last schedule of the commissioners in the State by 
an amount more than to be understood by any superiority of the 
special articles to the ordinary standard, and no extraordinary changes 
in the condition of the country have occurred since the last schedule 
was fixed, then the impressing officer is advised to appeal from the 
local appraisement to the commissioners as the legally appointed 
tribunal to settle value, and as in the order of reason the most com- 
petent, they having been constantly studying the circumstances which 
might modify conclusions on this mooted question. 

When a party refuses to give information to an impressing agent 
who exhibits his credentials, the officer shall apply to the officer in | 
charge of the nearest reserve organization, who will be required to 
enable him to examine into the stock of supplies in the possession of 
the party refusing information. 

When notice of impressment has been given, and the business is 
only awaiting settlement, if the holder instead of retaining it for the 
Government refuses to deliver it, or disposes of it otherwise, then the 
same reserve force shall be invoked and the impressed property 
seized, or an equal quantity taken from the party, on the ground that 
he has not alienated what was the Government’s, but what he con- 
sidered his own. 


agricult 
if not conditionally exempted. 


y to others than the Government or families of officers and 
‘8, or at rates other than those prescribed, or is not strictly 
ting his whole attention to the production of supplies, evidence 
of the fact must be at once furnished to the appropriate enrolling 
officer, and the name of the party and the enrolling officer sent to the 
Bureau of Conscription. The district attorney shall be furnished 
with the information preliminary to a prosecution of the offender on 
his bond. 
' Officers will also ascertain from the bonded farmers with whom they 
_ deal the amount of meat they have contracted to deliver, and how 
much surplus subsistence they have, and see that one-half goes to 
the Government. | 

The Secretary of War will direct that the orders to the enrolling 
_ officers and commandants of reserves be given; also that directions 

_ to the district attorneys be sent to prosecute promptly all who have 

not fulfilled the terms of their bonds. 

If any man liable to military service who has not been detailed or 
exempted from such service for any purpose whatever is found 
engaged in speculation in articles of army subsistence, or engaged in 

any other business prejudicial to the interests of the Government, it 
is your duty as one of its officers promptly to report him. 
_L. B. NORTHROP. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Abst. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 71. Richmond, Va., September 6, 1864. 


I. Leaves of absence may be granted by commandants of conscripts 
to medical officers on conscript duty and employed surgeons, members 
of examining boards for conscripts, for a period of seven days. If 
longer leave is desired the application must be referred to the Surgeon- 
General. If approved by him, leave may be granted by commandants. 

_ JI. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 69, current series, is thus 
' amended: 

Purchases of corn, oats, and forage from detailed persons will be 
made by officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, and their pow- 
ers in respect to such purchases will be the same as those given to the 
Commissary Department. 

III. General Orders, No. 75, 1863, is hereby repealed. The extra 
pay of men detailed for duty in the several departments in the field 
will hereafter be regulated according to paragraph 882, Army Regu- 
lations. 

IV. Physicians employed by contract, whose whole time is given to 
the public ‘service, will receive the pay and allowances of assistant 
surgeons. E 

V. Paragraph V, General Orders, No. 59, current series, is so 
amended as to authorize generals commanding reserve forces in the 
respective States to give orders that will carry transportation. _ 

VI. Officers holding appointments in the general staff as assistant 
adjutants and inspectors general, quartermasters and assistant quar- 
termasters, commissaries and assistant commissaries, surgeons and 
assistant surgeons, will report by letter to this office with the least 


ceed to impress all the 0 ly 
urists are as much in the service as they would — fs 


rone of these is found bartering any of his surplus, or — 
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_ delay practicable, setting forth their rank, corps, position, and pres-_ 
ent assignment to duty, and by what authority assigned; and changes ~ 
which may hereafter take place in their assignments will in like man- 
ner be immediately reported by them to this office. A non-compliance 
with this order will subject the officer concerned to a discharge from 
the service. 

VIL. Paragraphs III and V, General Orders, No. 34, current series, 

- are thus amended: 

If the Board find the soldier fit for duty in any department of the 
service it will not retire him immediately, but will forward their cer- 
tificate of disability and the form of retirement, signed by the Board, 
through the Headquarters of the Army to this office for its approval. 
If the soldier be absent from his command the certificate and form 
may be forwarded directly to the Adjutant and Inspector General. 

VIII. Commanders of departments and armies-are prohibited from 
granting leaves of absence to officers who report directly to the bureaus 
to which they respectively belong. 

By order: 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., September 6, 1864. 
Maj. CORNELIUS BOYLE, 
Gordonsville, Va.: 

Sir: I beg leave to invite your attention to the inclosed copy of a 
letter * from Governor Smith, containing suggestions relative to the 
transportation of supplies for individuals, neighborhoods, and mer- 
chants of the State, and to inform you that these suggestions are con- 
curred in and adopted by the Department. 

By order of Secretary of War: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
hichmond, September 7, 1864. 
His Excellency President DAvis, 
Richmond: 


MR. PRESIDENT: I send you a copy of my last inspection report of 
the conscript.service in Georgia.t These reports have all been sent to 
the War Department as received. Though quite defective and espe- 
cially wanting in details by which errors could be corrected, they 
develop a startling state of our affairs in our conscript service. The 
want of results, too, of which General Lee complained to you is eal- 
culated to confirm this conclusion. From Alabama and Mississippi 
the accounts, as far as received, are equally unsatisfactory. Stern, 
rigid administration can correct the evil; nothing else will. A com- 
plete renovation of the Bureau and its ramifications will be indis- 


*See August 31, p. 615. + Not found. 


pvety Espontenily: ont hadi Soreuat | : 
: - BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Indorsement.] 


re SEPTEMBER 12, 1864. 
Feanecal Preston for perusal and remarks with a view to remedy. 


SPECIAL lie sy ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Bes oe? ‘ eee PS wi 1856}, 


* * * 


: XXXL The chief of the Signal Corps ai at once report = the 
‘Bureau of Conscription the names of all the employés of the Signal 
_ Corps who are not members of any existing organization, that they 
may be enrolled and detailed for the performance of the duties upon 
_ which they are now engaged. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, fie 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


_ [SEPTEMBER 7, 1864.—For Milton to Davis, in relation to raising 
troops for the defense of Florida, and inclosing address to the people 
of the State (July 30, 1864), and General Or ders, Nos. 11 and 14 (July 
80 and Sept. 2, 1864), see Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 370. | : ’ 


at DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Richmond, September 8, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: Proposals have recently been made to the President and 
accepted by him for the emigration to our country of large numbers 
of Polish exiles, as well as for some hundreds of Scotchmen who are 
disposed to take part in our struggle. 

I have accordingly sent instructions to Europe under which a pas- 
sage to our country via Matamoras will be afforded to all able-bodied 
men who desire to emigrate to the Confederacy, and further instruc- 
tions have been sent “to Mr. Richard Fitzpatrick, our commercial 
agent at Matamoras, to forward them to Texas and probably to 
Brownsville. 

The instructions are that all such as may choose to volunteer in our 
service will have an acquittance for the passage money; all others 
will be compelled to pay the price of the passage, and will then be in 
the condition of other residents of the Confederacy, and subject to its 
laws, which require all residents to aid in the defense of the country. 

Promise has been given that those Poles who volunteer will be 
allowed to organize themselves into companies, battalions, and regi- 
ments, and elect their officers in the first instance, and that they will, 
if possible, be kept in one corps, and organized into Polish brigades 
and divisions, if their numbers are sufficient. 


40 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 


- 
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My purpose in now addressing you is to request that you will give 
such information and issue. such orders to the military authorities In — 
the Trans-Mississippi District as will secure a proper reception of 
these emigrants when forwarded from Matamoras by Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
as well as a faithful observance of the promises held out to them. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State. 


[First indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 10, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 


Let a copy of this letter be sent to General E. K. Smith, with 
instructions to conform his actions tothe arrangements communicated. 
Ask acknowledgment, and till received continue to send duplicates 
by your couriers. 

J.-A. 8., 


Secretary. 
[Second indorsement. ] 


File. Copy sent General Kirby Smith September 15, 1864. 
J. W. R[TELY], 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, September 8, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I beg to hand you copy of the statement which I had the 
pleasure to lay before you some days since showing the amount of 
funds appropriated by Congress for the support of the Army for the 
half year ending June 30, 1864, and also the amounts appropriated 
for each bureau under the War Department, with the relative pro- 
portion which each bureau will be entitled to draw from Treasury 
according to the ratio of appropriations, assuming the issue to be 
$50,000,000 monthly. To this statement I have attached a list show- 
ing the amount asked for by this department, and statement by dates 
and amounts of the sums placed to the credit of the officers and agents, 
and which upon examination I regret to say will exhibit a very large 
and alarming deficiency in the sum supplied, the effect of which if 
continued will paralyze its efficiency. This statement is submitted, 
therefore, in the hope that you will at once adopt measures to insure 
in future the issue of funds adequate to the wants of the department 
and in ratio with the appropriation as made by Congress. 

Amounts appropriated by Congress to meet the expenditures of the 
various bureaus of the War Department for six months, from Jan- 
uary 1 to June 30, 1864, viz: 


Quartermaster-General’s Department___._....-..-___________...__- $320, 028, 745 
Subsistence Department ___..______-- SS ee eae $57, 988, 000 : 
OrdnaneesDepartment =... 2 eee eee 23, 000, 000 
Medicalsdepartment: 2.22: - 2. 252 2 ee eee 15, 420, 000 
HEnginecmmopartment=.25 5.52). -+ .sc5.. 2 See oe ees 10, 000, 000 
NiterandevMinine Bureaus. oa. --... 2.5.2.2 e bee eee 9, 500, 000 


115, 908, 000 
Total War Department... --...---2-.2-2-esceceececeecencees 435, 936, 745 


ng Palances ape palenee of appropriations Or 
1st of December, 1863, viz: * 


aster-General’s Menarim entice: =< ses. csSsecties. taxecres $384, 300. 66 
Department oe Brn Se SOE IO SUA oe eae 65, a 739. 88 


wa a a a a a a eee ee ee ee ee ee 


wae et re a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
rt en ae te a a ee ee ee ee ee eee 


Se tl ee ee es 


Re aie ose = See ee Ss eet aie eee 67, 081, 081. 85 


E ‘If these balances be added to the appropriations first named then 
re will be subject to the draft, viz: 


rtermaster-General’s DeparnMel tice: <see oa ee $320, 418, 045. 66 
sistence Department... __-......----.-..---- $123, 021, 739. 31 


nance Department-__-___-_------- Se eer 23, 029, 248. 14 
3 dical Department_-__-____.- Fea ee ar 15, 434, 500. 25 
feeineet Department __-._.:-..=---.-----=-2--- 10, 019, 484. 10 
z | Niter Bid Mining DBULreAU. —.. o.-.csecesecenoeee ee 099, 842. 32 
by ——_—_——_——_ 182, 604, 784.12 
Appropriations, including balances -._.......--.---------- 503, 017, 829.78 
The last two statements are not essential to my purpose, which is to Ze 


show the Secretary the proportion of remittances monthly to which 
_ each bureau is entitled, taking the appropriations made by Congress 
as the guide and the amounts “to be issued monthly by the Treasury 
as the sum to be desired. Under this view the departments will be 
entitled to receive monthly, as follows: 


- Quartermaster-General’s Department_-__.-----.------------------ $36, 705, 869. 51 
mesmosisvence Department... 22s. oko. es: 22see 2 on eee 6, 650, 964. 92 
meoraman ce Departments. <> - sass a) snoe non oes So son See epee ees 2, 637, 997. 40 
moticalMepartanen t= ssa Ss ee ae Sete oes Se eee eee 1,768, 605. 21 
Resse ChCP APL IN OD sesre ee ae ta et nee een om eS 1, 146, 955. 39 
ioc Manno DUTOAU:-o- . ~o0cs-0.--clercccccwine Seneeencese 1, 089, 607. 62 
ibaa Peeaenae ee Mee Pen terest Cl ais ek AD se te ook Ce 50, 000, 000. 05 


The above being the largest sum the Secretary of the Treasury author- 
ized to be paid monthly as per his letter of the 4th of April, 1864. 

In conformity with the above instructions the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral submitted requisitions for the following amounts, viz: 


ENO Lon o2 oS cee Se ea nee $28, 045, 744,19 
EDS os Sz DS SE ree ---- 82,378, 000.00 
AWE oe oe ne ea ae ee ea eee ey to 7,192, 681. 00 
ELS? 2 te Sh ka a eee eee 41, 972, 562. 30 
JM SUTTIS': 0 3 + sige oes ee oe a re ae PES EIS Snes 21, 038, 118. 45 

Witte) EMRE ae cero eee ne ee ae Bee ee ee 130, 622, 478. 94 


Of this sum there has been signed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, viz: 


ANOWUL 2 Le caee Seana a ss SoM se Oe een SoSHiES Ease osciasore aSe ceases $10, 730, 500. 00 
DMIGEG? 2 we fg SS eee GEE Ie Fe er Sn 5 SR Pe AE 8, 062, 244.19 
Bhima nmertert =m ie fergel ance och hs ee ee eee See Sa os 28, 041, 000. 00 
die Aes Se ee ee oe Se 20, 615, 059. 00 
ASIST 5 SSS Se ee ree FREES IIE one EE 26, 186, 548. 80 

AM INIGUIL SS se 2 oe ge ane eel eeee? Tbr eS 3 a eee ee 93, 685, 346. 99 


Leaving unsigned in Treasury Department $36,987,131.95, 
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Restricting the issue of funds by the Treasury.to $50,000,000 per 
month, then, according to the ratio of appropriation, say $36,705,- 
869.52, the Quartermaster-General was entitled to receive from 1st of 
April, 1863, $183,529,347.55 to 31st of August, inclusive. 


Deduct amount actually asked for same period__.-...----------. $182, 622, 478. 94 
- Drawn for less than entitled to by .-.--------------------------- 52, 906, 868. 61 
Again the Quartermaster-General was entitled to draw for 
Same PeLlOd 2) ae ee ee eens 183, 529, 347. 55 
Now deduct the amount actually signed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury for same time.....--.--- .--------00n-eesennee se s—= Sey, Up rane 
Leaving him entitled to draw-_---------------------------- 89, 894, 000. 56 


It will be seen by the foregoing figures that this Bureau has not 
received anything like the proportion allotted to it by Congress, and 
the want of the funds due it is fast bringing this branch of the Goy- 
ernment into discredit. The embarrassment is daily growing more 
serious. 

IT am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE DEPT., 
Richmond, September 8, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. CO. S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: In reply to circular of July 1, 1864, from your office, I 
have the honor respectfully to report that the law and orders have 
been entirely complied with by this Bureau. On the day of the pub- 
lication of General Orders, No. 26, promulgating the act of Congress 
approved February 17, 1864, entitled ‘‘An act to organize forces to 
serve during the war,” the circular of which a copy is herewith 
inclosed was issued from this Bureau with the approval of the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War. It was not expected that many men would 
be sent back to the Army, for the enrolling officers throughout the 
country had been for months before active in this matter, and in con- 
sequence of instructions from this Bureau its officers had already 
returned all who could be given up without detriment to the public 
service. On the 27th of June a circular was sent to the chief com- 
missaries of the States directing them to send in at once lists of the 
men returned to the Army since April10. After the receipt of your 
circular of July 1 this order was repeated by telegraph. These 
reports, in consequence of difficulties of communication, have been 
received but lately. The number of men returned to the Army in 
the States on this side of the Mississippi River is 293. The rolls of 
them are on file in this Bureau and will be forwarded to you if desired. 
I deem it proper to add that since the issue of the instructions of the 
Secretary of War requiring the certificate of the chief of bureau as 
to the necessity for the detail of any conscript, the certificate has in 
all cases been furnished; and since blanks have been furnished by 
the Bureau of Conscription, the descriptive lists required have been 
filled up so far as possible. It is, however, respectfully submitted 
that these descriptive lists could be more easily and accurately filled 
up by the local enrolling officer at the time of delivering the details. 
On inquiry at the Bureau of Conscription no information could be 


o the number of men who had been relieved fr 
ff officers at posts and turned over to the enrolling of 
it appear that there existed any means of securing such — 
tion. In consideration of this fact it is respectfully asked on _ 
at ground the statement was made that this military bureau had 
ot complied with the requirements of the law. It is not improper to 
dd, as showing the entire compliance of the Commissary-General 
the spirit as well as the letter of the law, that immediately after 
_ the enactment of the conscription law all able-bodied clerks in his own 
office were discharged and their places supplied with disabled soldiers 
ahd conscripts. I respectfully request that this report may be for- 
_ warded to His Excellency the President, by whose direction the cir- 
cular was issued. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 

Commissary-General. 


{Inclosure. ] 


= BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
; Richmond, March 1, 1864. 

MaJor: In respect to the apprehended inconvenience and disorder 
4 consequent on the effects of the law relating to the character of the 3 
employés hereafter to be allowed in our department, I have tosay ~ 
that it is not to be expected that an officer is going to violate that 
law, which is to be enforced with such a penalty, but that he will to 
the utmost of his ability endeavor to comply with it; and that when 
it is impossible to substitute fitting men, and that the alternative is 
to destroy the success of his operations and the working of his 
machinery, then on such timely representation by him it will be 
incumbent on the Executive, through his deputy, the Secretary of 
War, to extend the period beyond the 10th of April (the limit now 
fixed) to amore remote period, and to allow the retention of indis- 
pensable men. The Executive or Secretary will thus show that all 
efforts have been made by him and his subordinates to observe the 
law to the utmost extent that is possible consistent with his para- 
mount duty, which is to furnish munitions of war and defend the 
country and keep the Army in the field. It is no time to give up and 
say that ruin will follow on the removal of our trained men. Let us 
all do our best to comply with the law, and call on the War Depart- 
ment to do its part as the cases are presented. Instructions for your 
action conformable to the above have been given to sustain you. I 
deem it proper to state what we have a right to expect. 

L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary- General. 


Approved. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 30. Richmond, Va., September 9, 1864. 


Commandants of conscripts will instruct county enrolling officers 
to proceed diligently, with the aid of the temporary boards, to make 
a complete registration of every white male resident in their respective 
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counties between the ages of seventeen and fifty years not actually 
serving in the Army in the field or with the reserves. : 

The name, age, occupation, physical condition of the persons regis- 
tered, together with the ground of exemption or detail, or other rea- 
son for not being in active military service, will be stated in these 
registers. Special care will be taken in stating distinctly, though 
briefly, the causes which prevent the persons from being sent to the 
Army, and not to omit any person from the registration not serving 
in the Army in the field or with the reserves. These registers must 
be forwarded to the Bureau before the 15th of October next. To 
accomplish the work in due time enrolling officers and temporary 
boards are enjoined to use the utmost vigor and diligence. The 
information to be thus furnished is regarded as of great importance, 
and the service must be accurately as well as promptly performed. 

Another and separate register will be at the same time prepared 
and forwarded of all youths in each county who will attain the age 
of seventeen years during the next twelve months. In this last- 
named register will be stated the months when these youths will 
attain the age designated. 

By command of Brig. Gen. John S. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, September 9, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: In obedience to your order of reference on the inclosed paper,* 
I have the honor to report: 

First. The first item of General Bragg’s indorsement is as follows: 

An able-bodied colonel has for two years done office duty, whilst his regiment 
has been on hard field service in the Army of Virginia. The duty could be as 
well performed by a disabled officer, of whom we have so many. In that event 
this colonel might see a little field service yet before the war is over and learn 
something of the rules of discipline and respect for his superiors, of which he 
appears to be much-in need from the inclosed copy of a letter recently addressed 
to this office. ks 

Col. T. P. August, Fifteenth Virginia Regiment, was wounded at 
the battle of Malvern Hill, July 1, 1862. Before he had reported for 
duty after that wound he became the subject of a pre-existing 
disease, which was exacerbated by active service, and which incapac- 
itated him for service in the field. He was assigned in January, 1863 
as commandant of conscripts for the State of North Carolina. He has 
been in the conscription service since that date, never having been at 
any time capable of field duty. His present condition is indicated by 
the accompanying surgeon’s certificate. It has been his condition 
within my personal knowledge since November, 1863, the date of his 
assignment toduty in the Bureau at Richmond. I have regarded him 
as extremely liable to die at any moment from the effects of the dis- 
ease which caused his assignment. He is not physically competent to 
one hour’s service at the head of his regiment, and never will be. 
_ Colonel August is a lawyer of eminent ability and of high repute 
in the State of Virginia. He is an officer of distinguished gallantry, 


*See Lay to Bragg August 29, p. 609. 


Ate of et , 


head of his regiment, leading them in an as on 
at Malvern Hill. The comment on the letter of Col- 
ois is not deemed a-proper subject for remarks by a subordi- — 
freer, — ; 
n the duties with which he has been charged in this Bureau he has 
nibited a zeal, earnestness, and intelligence which have been of 
inent advantage to its operations. With hisskill, acquired by two 
rs’ experience, his great industry, and intelligence, I am confident 
at this period of our struggle his place could not be fully supplied in 
_ the department-to which he is allotted—that of acting upon applica- 
_ tions for agricultural exemptions and details and investigating and 
reporting on the law and evidence of the thousands of cases submitted 
to the Bureau. 
- Second. The second item is: 
__ _‘The officer charged with the duty of general inspection does not seem to devote 
- much time toit. He has been in this city since March, except when absent as a 
volunteer on General Beauregard’s staff for a short time. I have called for the 
reports of his inspections,.but received none. 

The officer charged with the duty of general inspection is Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Lay, and he has devoted his whole time to that duty, 
except when, with commendable patriotism, he asked permission to go 

to the army for a time as a volunteer aide to General Beauregard. 
It was at the time when every employé of the Government in Rich- 
mond who could be spared was called to aid initsdefense. His duties — 
as general inspector demand his presence at the Bureau continuously, 
except when sent on special inspection. The inspection department 
of the Bureau is not more distinct in its functions than that of any 
other department. It is the assignment of an officer to the charge of 
such matters as seem pertinent to inspection service. He makes no 
formal reports, but is in daily conference with the superintendent, 
his work forming portions of the current business of the Bureau. 
Besides this, this officer participates in much of the general business 
of the Bureau. 

Third. The third item is: 

The duties assigned Lieutenant Goldthwaite seem to be too important to be 
intrusted to so young a man without experience, and could better be performed 
by some older and good soldier disabled by wounds. 

The duties assigned to Lieutenant Goldthwaite are of the gravest 
importance, and I am confident there is not an officer in the service 
more competent to perform them. He is twenty-four years of age, 
thoroughly educated, by profession a lawyer, and a man of very 
remarkable intellectual endowments. His earnest zeal, his untiring 
industry, his high and lucid intellect, fit him most admirably for the 
duties of examining into and deciding the important and intricate 
matter of general details of which he has charge. They are not mat- 
ters of military law or usage, but of personal right and public neces- 
sity. His function is to examine and report for the action of the 
superintendent, under the instructions of the Secretary of War. 

Fourth. The general allegation of the indorsement is that the 
organization is ‘‘ defective and inefficient.” 

It is not properly within my province to attempt a refutation of 
this allegation. The organization was instituted by the Secretary of 
War in December, 1862, for the purpose of executing functions 
devolved on him by law. It has been continued since as a part of the 
War Office, under the immediate supervision of the Secretary, with a 
few unsubstantial and merely nominal changes. 


i oay a ak Ve Sy gaia 
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I have recommended certain radical changes in the suggestion that 
some of the officers should be selected and commissioned for this 
duty, and nominal changes in the adjustment of the rank and grada- 
tion of the officers attached to the Bureau. These suggestions and 
others were submitted to Congress in the forms of bills for the organ- 
ization of the conscription department and were not adopted, but the 
organization left as the Secretary of War had established it. 

If there is inefficiency in the organization it arises solely from the 
defects I have alluded to, and not from the principle on which it is 
based. That principle is simply that the recruiting of the armies 
should be placed under organizations separate and distinct from the 
command of the armies in the field. . Every departure from this prin- 
ciple has proved detrimental to the service, and has seriously and 
disastrously impeded the execution of the conscription laws and the 
maintenance of the conscription policy of the Government. The 
acts of Congress of April and October, 1862, and February, 1864, do 
not mean merely the gathering and enlistment of men, but they 
mean the selection from certain classes of citizens of those who, in 
the judgment of the law and Executive, can be spared from the 
necessary industrial pursuits to go into the armies. And it is to 
make this selection by close and enlightened investigation into the 
whole condition of the country, in view of the public necessity, that 
the Secretary of War, with consummate skill, organized a system of 
partly military and partly civil tribunals. It is regular, orderly, and 
in perfect consonance with the sentiment of our people and the 
genius of our institutions, and has a peculiar adaptation to the 
existing public exigency. 

This Bureau is but one tribunal in the ascending seale which 
reaches through it and the Secretary of War up to the President. The 
legally defined relations of the citizens to the military service and 
the development and maintenance of the resources of the country 
are submitted to these tribunals. In my judgment the system has 
done more to fill the armies and at the same time to maintain the 
resources of, the country than any other which can be devised. If 
adhered to, the slight defects in the organization of this Bureau are 
easily remedied by the changes I have ventured to suggest. If the 
recruiting of the armies is placed under the control of the States 
or of military commanders it will fail, and the effort will be disas- 
trous to the whole conscription policy of the Government. 

It is alleged that the existing defects and inefficiency of this Bureau 
‘‘explain, to a great extent, the invariable reports of inspectors that 
the duty of putting men in the Army is retarded by the want of 
prompt action on applications and appeals.” If it is meant by these 
reports that there is want of prompt action in this Bureau on appli- 
cations and appeals the reports are simply untrue. I make the 
assertion, without qualification, that there is no department of the 
Government in which applications and appeals are discharged with 
the promptness and dispatch that they are in this Bureau. I doubt 
if these inspectors can cite a case in which the lack of such prompt 
action by this Bureau as is warranted by the circumstances has 
retarded the duty of putting men in the Army. The assertion is 
based on uninformed conjecture. Officers who are totally ignorant 
of the grave and solemn duties devolved on the conscription author- 
ities—duties embracing the entire sphere of the civil, social, and 
military economy of the citizen and the Government; ascertaining 
developing, and maintaining the military capabilities of the country 


« = 


<a. : tl 
f the public liberty and preservation of soci 
d deciding personal and civil rights—are sent 1 
report upon the organization for and the administration 
duties. It does not seem reasonable to predicate competency 
his service of uninformed officers temporarily assigned to it. In = 
resent case they have certainly failed to report correctly. ian i 
cited, in further proof of the defective and inefficient organi- 
ation of this Bureau, that there have been three acting superintend- 
ts of this Bureau within a few days. The superintendent was 
_ absent by leave of the Secretary of War—his first leave since August, 
1861. Colonel August, the acting superintendent, was ill in bed of 
the disease which causes his assignment to office duty. Lieut. Col. 
Lay, the officer next in rank, was accidentally absent two or three 
days with his sick family, and the papers thus happened to be signed 
by the executive officer of the Bureau, Captain Duffield. I cannot 

_ think the inference fairly deducible from this purely accidental, 
temporary, and very unusual condition of the office. 
_ I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


“ee 
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OFFICE MED. Ex. BOARD, ‘‘ PRIVATE QUARTERS,” 
Richmond, September 8, 1864. 

We certify that we have carefully examined Col. T. P. August, 

Fifteenth Virginia Infantry, Corse’s brigade, and find him suffering 

with organic stricture of the urethra, with very great enlargement of 

the prostate gland and consequent irritation of bladder and kidneys, 

- which have probably existed for four or five years, and within the 

last twelve months all attempts to introduce an instrument into the 

bladder have failed. In consequence of these affections we believe 

him totally and permanently disabled for field service and only 
capable of light duty. 


Pt Fe 
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O. A. CRENSHAW, 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, C.S. 

JAMES BOLTON, 
Surgeon, Provisional. Army, C. S. 

WM. S. SCOTE 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, C. S. 


Camp guards, supporting force, &c., in conscript service in the several States. 


Non-com- 
Officers. |missioned| Privates.| Total. 
officers. 
VIRGINIA. 
Cam AY i sroniniaig ocinis alvin oces oc icjee o\emie danieim vine mene nin giemeomciccnia 4 17 186 207 
Disabled soldiers assigned under paragraph V, General |....--..-. 12 64 16 
Orders, No. 96, 1862. ; 
Conscripts assigned under section 8, act of Congress ap- |.----..---|---------- 1, 003 1, 003 
proved February 17, 1864, unfit for field service. 
Conscripts (able-bodied), 18 and 45...---------+----+-+--------+|---2+0-+--|----22---- 17 17 
Qonscripts (reserves) ..----------+--- 22 ere eee eee n ener |e eee lene eee eee 131 131 
Tia ial sas GaneGe Sa SSBE BRE cee BSCR Sono Sade EeRBee 4 29 1,401} 1,434 


Camp guard ... 


[wo companies organized under section 3, para pe 2 “XIX, 
0 


Bureau of Conse CE Circular No, 8 (compose reserves 
_and men unfit for field service). : 
Disabled soldiers assigned under paragraph V, General Or- |....--..-..|---------- 


ders, No. 96, 1862. 


GEORGIA. 


Cita LAN ee tae oa oni ces et aninawle Veo naw nase ae ees ele eet 12 110 122 

Six companies organized under section 3, paragraph XIX, 24 50 394 | 468 
Circular No. 8, Bureau of Conscription (composed of re- oe 
serves and men unfit for field service). | nae 

Disabled soldiers, paragraph V, General Orders, No. 96, 1862. --. 2 4 16 ry See 


Ce Rae eee ee PS ae 66 520| 612 
oS —— 
ALABAMA. — 
Six companies. These companies were organized by General 21 $7 | == 856 425 ; 
Pillow, but all persons between 18 and 45 fit for duty have 
been taken out. 
: MISSISSIPPI. os d 
OAM CUAL. aati sansinwinn no -cons inst aos Rene eceee aera ne eee 4 10 54 68 
Two companies composed of reserves and men unfit for field 8 18 124 150 
duty, by section 3, paragraph XIX, Bureau of Conscription, 
Circular No. 8. 
FLOUR ce soactcta ates hy atvawss dees tan tes Bata ee eels Sou aS ee eeEe 12 28 178 218 
EAST TENNESSEE AND KENTUCKY. 
Carn, ZUREO Een paarrenses weet eae ee eae ae nete eras caienes-- | espe cee teliae eso 39 fe" 39) 
Supporting force,unfit for field service <. 5.0 n 22 --<ccwessenese=|sdscseecas|soccesseas 15 15 
BOCA Scnacaccttes saauassccces Sat eeeisa teas dase coe eee ee eee sect ceaecceoet 54 54 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1864. 


RICHMOND, VA., September 10, 1864. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


My son, Custis B. Jones, is employing his leisure hours on statistical 
estimates of the men and resources of the Confederate States, a labor 
he likes. I take the liberty of sending you one of them, which at 
least indicates his confidence in our ability to continue the defense, &c. 

Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 


J. B. JONES. 
[First indorsement.] 
Respectfully forwarded to the War Department for file. 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 
[Second indorsement.] 
In these tables consideration is not taken of the mortality occasioned 
by the casualties of the war. That mortality cannot be exactly ascer- 
tained in consequence of the absence of reports. 


aes 55, 000 5 our troops, and’ t er 
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NFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va. He 


OUR AVAILABLE MEN. 


The Sowing calculations in reference to the available military 
‘ength of certain States of the Confederacy are based upon the — 
nsus report of 1850. The States in regard to which statistics have 
been omitted are either wholly or chiefly within the enemy’s power 
nd can scarcely be considered open to the introduction of any con- : 

ption law or organized system of recruiting: 


TABLE 1.—White males between the ages of fifteen and fifty in the year 1850. 


q 
8 
£3 
States. : ay eae 
e 3 28 
a O19 
a a7 
= a 
ees teat ete eretonein a aicte rare lereial sant oa Solsinik piace Se /eim a kok nd eb 2's sale al'e/aini’bin Salis ate 894,800 | 212, 686 
Sie Mo SOO oP ESTE ISIC 9 IES SS On SET RO BOE Ee Scr aero 553,028 | 125, 851 
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It appears from this that the male population between the ages 
of fifteen and fifty in the above-named States comprised in 1850 
seven-thirtieths of their entire population. Upon the supposition 
that this is a constant ratio is based the estimate of the number of 
males between the ages of fifteen and fifty in 1860, as contained in 
the following table. 

The State populations in Table No. 2 are taken from newspaper 
extracts from the unpublished census in 1860, and are official. 
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TaBLE No. 2.—White males between fifteen and fifty in 1860. 


Males between 15 
and 50 (about) 


States. ; 

Q 
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The table below gives an estimate of the present population on the 
supposition that population doubles itself once in forty years. The © 
natural increase for one year would then be one-fortieth, and for four 
years four-fortieths or one-tenth: ; 


TasLEe No. 3.—White males between fifteen and fifty in 1864 in the States named 
in the preceding tables. 


Estimated. 
Eiknleor ites. sso re eo ae bs obec ea oes She eels eee 4, 000, 000 
NMalessbot ween ttreen And. (tt Vinc ss nos co ea ee ere 934, 000 


From the preceding estimate of the total white population at least 
500,000 must be deducted on account of the enemy’s occupation of 
Western Virginia, North Alabama, and sections of North Carolina, 
&c. We would then have something over 800,000 as the number of 
males between the ages of fifteen and fifty in the seven States named. 
If there be a deduction of 25 per cent. for those between the ages of 
fifteen and seventeen, casualties of war, &c., there would still remain 
600,000 in these seven States available for military purposes at the 
present time. But probably this deduction would be more than bal- 
anced by the number of troops which have been obtained from States 
in the possession of the enemy and by the influx of refugees from 
those regions. 


Be ere | Lad 


[SEPTEMBER 10, 1864.—For Brown to Hood, withdrawing the militia 
of Georgia from the command of General Hood, see Series I, Vol. 
XXXIX, Part II, p. 826, and for Brown’s address to the militia com- 
posing the First Division, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 735. ] 


SAINT CATHERINES, CANADA WEST, 
September 12, 1864. 

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State Confed. States of America, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: I addressed you on the 11th of August last, in explanation of 
the circumstances inducing, attending, and following the correspond- 
ence of Mr. Holcombe and myself with the Hon. Horace Greeley. 
Subsequent events have confirmed my opinion that we lost nothing 
and gained much by that correspondence. It has at least formed an 
issue between Lincoln and the South, in which all her people should 
join with all their might and means. Even his Northern opponents 
believed, up to the meeting of the Chicago Convention, that the same 
issue would be decided against him by the people of the United States 
in November next. All of the many intelligent men from the United 
States with whom I conversed agreed in declaring that it had given 
a stronger impetus to the peace party of the North than all other 
causes combined, and had greatly reduced the strength of the war 
party. They thought that not even a majority of the Republicans 
would sustain Lincoln’s ultimatum, laid down as his rescript, ““To 
whom it may concern.” Indeed, Judge Black stated to us that Stan- 
ton admitted to him that it was a grave blunder, and would defeat 
Lincoln unless he could countervail it by some demonstration of his 
willingness to accept other terms; in other words, to restore the Union 
as it was. Judge Black wished to know if Mr. Thompson would go 
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ton to discuss the terms of peace, and proceed 
10nd, saying that Mr. Stanton desired him to do so, and wot es 
| him a safe-conduct for that purpose. I doubt not that Judge — 
k came at the instance of Mr. Stanton. - 
‘Zs Mr. William C. Templeton—professedly an acquaintance of the Pres-_ 
ident, a planter in the Mississippi bottoms and a temporary resident 
of New Jersey, and reputedly a man of wealth before the war—has 
been here, representing that C. G. Baylor is in New York and was at 
_ the Chicago Convention, claiming to be a peace commissioner from 
the State of Georgia, duly accredited by Governor Brown, and urging _ 
an armistice and convention of States. Templeton wishes to see e 
Mr. Thompson and to urge him to accept a safe-conduct to Washing- > 
ton, which Baylor was authorized to say would be furnished, with a 
view of arranging such preliminaries for peace. Templeton has gone 
to Toronto to see Mr. Thompson on the subject. I had no acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Templeton before meeting him here. I have known 
Mr. Baylor well enough not to place implicit reliance upon his state- 
ments. Still, as he is walking abroad in New York and traveling ad 
libitum in the United States, I believe he has been to Washington 
and has the authority he claims from there. I do not credit his being 
sent out by Governor Brown. 
e Templeton said Baylor objected to his communicating the above 
facts to me, because I was identified with the Davis dynasty, and not — 
likely to agree to any terms of peace that would be unacceptable to 
the President. : 
You may have remarked that the New York Times maintains, as by 
authority, that the rescript declares one mode of making peace, but 
not the only one. The abler organs of the Administration seize this 
suggestion and hold it up in vindication of Lincoln from the charge 
: that he is waging war to abolish slavery, and will not agree to peace 
until that end is achieved. Mr. Seward, too, in his late speech at 
Auburn, N. Y., intimates that slavery is no longer an issue of the 
war, and that it will not be interfered with after peace is declared. . 
These and other facts indicate that Lincoln is dissatisfied with the 
issue he has made with the South and fears its decision. 

Iam told that his purpose is to try to show that the Confederate 
Government will not entertain a proposition for peace that does not 
embrace a distinct recognition of the Confederate States, thereby 
expecting to change the issue from war for abolition to war for the 
Union. He thinks a majority of the Northern people will oppose him 
on the issue he has made, but may support him on that he desires to 
make. It is thought that he will send commissioners to Richmond in 
order to develop the ultimatum of our Government. 

If he does, it seems to me our true policy is not to make such devel- 
opment, or receive commissioners unless they come duly accredited 
to make peace, and in that event to demand their conditions and 
respond to them without suggesting ours. It is well enough to let the 
North and European nations believe that reconstruction is not impos- 
sible. It will inflame the spirit of peace in the North and will 
encourge the disposition of England and France to recognize and treat 
with us. 

Most of our true friends from the Chicago Convention whom I saw 
thought it would be very unwise in the South to do anything tending 
to the defeat of McClellan. They argued thus: ‘‘ Peace may be made 
with him on terms you will accept.” At all events, he is committed 
by the platform to cease hostilities and to try negotiations. That is a 
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great concession from him and the war Democracy. An armistice 
will inevitably result in peace. The war cannot be renewed if once 
stopped, even fora short time. The North is satisfied that war cannot 
restore the Union and will destroy their own liberties and independ- 
ence if prosecuted much longer. 

If McClellan be elected the real indebtedness of the Government will be exposed, 
for his own sake and to damn the Republicans. The war must stop when that is 
known. 


(Judge Black says it is not now less than five thousand millions, 
and such is the common opinion expressed to me.) ~ 

Again, your showing a preference for McClellan will aid him, increase the 
desire and disposition for peace in the North, and will foster the revolutionary 


spirit in the Northwest in case of Lincoln’s election—which may be effected by 
force or fraud. 


The platform means peace, unconditionally; Vallandigham and 
Weller framed it. It is recognized as satisfactory by nearly all the 
delegates at the convention and by the New York News and other 
peace papers. McClellan will be under the control of the true peace 
men. Horatio, or T. H. Seymour, is to be Secretary of State; Val- 
landigham, Secretary of War. McClellan is privately pledged to make 
peace even at the expense of separation, if the South cannot be 
induced to reconstruct any common government. 

They also assure me that the speeches and the prevailing sentiment 
of the people at Chicago were for peace unconditionally, and this was 
the impression of the escaped prisoners there—of whom there were 
near seventy—with whom I have conversed. They say McClellan was 
nominated for his availability. 

On the other hand, some of our friends expressed a hope that Lin- 
coln will be elected on these grounds: 


That McClellan has at West Point and Ticonderoga declared for war till the 
Union is restored, and can accept peace only with reunion; that he can raise an 
army and money to carry on the war, but Lincoln cannot; that the Republicans 
will sustain him in making war, and in addition to them many Democrats; that he 
will infuse new life, hopes, and vigor into the war party ; that foreign nations will 
wait longer on him than on Lincoln before intervening or recognizing the South ; 
that the platform is in accordance with McClellan’s speeches and does not commit 
him to peace, except on the basis of Union; that Vallandigham betrayed them for 
the promise of a seat in McClellan’s Cabinet ; that Lincoln’s election will produce 
revolution in the Northwest—McClellan’s will not. 


Such are the arguments briefly stated of the peace men who support 
or who oppose McClellan’s election. 

Perhaps our true policy is to keep our own counsels, withhold any 
further declaration of purpose, and let the so-called peace party of 
the North have no excuse for laying its defeat at our door, if Lincoln 
should be re-elected. By declaring for Lincoln rather than McClellan, 
we may divide the friends of the latter into a position of hostility to 
us as implacable and bitter as that of the Republicans. Yet since 
reading McClellan’s letter of acceptance I see reason for preferring 
him to Lincoln. 

I am induced to think, from the intimations of the peace papers 
and of individuals, that there will be a considerable minority of the 
Democracy of the North who will not vote for McClellan, and that 
they may put up some other candidate. His nomination has not been 
greeted as cordially as was anticipated, and the Republicans are 
evidently in better spirits than they were before the convention at 
Chicago. Perhaps the fall of Forts Gaines and Morgan and of 


P| ave caused the apparent change of feeling Q 
yught those events caused McClellan to ignore the platfor 
construction given it by the unconditional peace men in his — 
rof acceptance. I remember that Doctor Mackay said, during his 
here, about three weeks since, that the Northern people were as 
unstable and capricious as spoiled children, and that although a large 
majority seemed resolved on peace, the capture of Richmond or 
Atlanta would cause most of them to renew their shouts for war. 
Certainly they are greatly encouraged by those captures and seem 
_ persuaded that the end of the ‘‘rebellion” is near at hand. 
The Republican papers now urge Lincoln to employ all of his Navy, <a 
if necessary, to seal up the port of Wilmington, which they say will 

eut us off from all foreign supplies and soon exhaust our means for 
carrying on the war. 

_ You may look with confidence to an attack on Fort Fisher ere long. 

I have been frequently asked by men of Southern birth, residing in 

the North, whose desire for our independence I do not doubt, whether 

_ we could support an army for six months after the port of Wilming- 

ton was sealed. 

: Upon the whole, I am confirmed in the opinion I entertained and 
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often expressed before coming here—that the peace feeling of the 
North fluctuates with the vicissitudes of the war, increasing with 
their reverses and diminishing with ours. They will not consentto =~ 
peace without reunion while they believe they can subjugate us. As 
to revolution in the Northwest, or anywhere in the United States, I 
am growing skeptical. Themen who gave us strongest assurances of 
the purpose of the ‘‘Sons of Liberty” to rush to arms if any other 
illegal arrest was made, or any other abuse of private rights com- 
mitted, are now in prison or fugitives in Canada. Their houses have 
been broken open, their arms and private papers seized, and other 
wrongs done them, without exciting anything more than a feeble 
protest from their friends. The people who would resist such out- 
rages need a leader, and I fear they will not find one. Many of them 
would join our Army if they could get to it; but they may be forced 
into that of ourenemy. They would resist the draft if they were not 
deterred by the large police force that is sent to enforce it. 

I am assured by those who have been on the Ohio River and the 
roads leading across it that recruits for the army of Sherman are 
being sent forward daily. Lincoln will exert his utmost power to sus- 
tain Sherman and Grant in their present positions in order to insure 
his re-election. He knows that a great disaster to either of them 
would defeat him. 

Mr. Thompson will, I presume, explain how the plans for the release 
of the prisoners failed. He took that matter under his peculiar and 
almost exclusive control, and I knew scarcely anything of it until 
everything was determined save the time of execution. 

Mr. Holcombe will probably carry this communication to you, and 
can explain more fully than I can do on paper our operations here. 
He has remained here at the instance and request of Mr. Thompson 
and myself to await the result of the enterprise alluded to above. 
He has co-operated with us earnestly and actively in all our efforts 
and has sometimes expended the public money in his hands to pro- 
mote the objects of our mission. Indeed, I am indebted to him for 
most of the money which I have used; but Mr. Thompson has, since 
Mr. Sanders was started to Richmond, put in my hands all the funds 
I asked for and more than I shall probably employ. 


¢ deposit to 
lace, that I might use it in affording those who 
ht escape, the necessary transportation to Wilmington. | 
re at the instance of Mr. Thompson and myself, for reasons 
he will explain. oe 
_- [have the honor, &c., "es 
Cc. C. CLAY, JR. 
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CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, tlhe 
WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 31. Richmond, Va., September 14, 1864. 


~ Commandants of conscripts will forthwith order an examination by 
the medical boards of all non-commissioned officers, privates, and 

employés in the enrolling service. All such as are ascertained to be 

fit for field service will thereupon be immediately relieved from duty 

and returned to their respective commands, or if unassigned con- 

scripts, will be sent to the field under existing regulations. 

The requirements of the service forbid the retention in the depart- 
ment of conscription of men capable of performing active service in 
the field. The superintendent desires that this order be promptly 
executed, and will regard any attempt by the officers of conscription 
to evade it by retaining able-bodied men in the enrolling service as a 
grave dereliction of duty. = 

Commandants of conscripts will also order an examination by the © 
medical boards of all officers assigned to duty in the conscript depart-. 
ment of their respective States, and make report of the status of all 
such as may be ascertained to be fit for field service, particularly 
stating therein the name and rank of said officers, and whether the 
commands to which they belonged have been consolidated with 
others, or have been disbanded, or have their military organization 
unchanged. 

By command of Brig. Gen. John 8. Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, September 14, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIs, 
President of the Confederation : : 

Str: I have the honor to report on the inclosed paper referred to me 
by Your Excellency ‘‘for perusal and remarks with a view to remedy.”* 

To vindicate Colonel Browne from the aspersions of General Bragg 
I will have the reports of that officer forwarded to you as soon as they 
can be consolidated for easier reference. The violent denunciation 
of the service in charge of Colonel Browne is avowed to be made on 
defective reports, wanting in those attributes which are necessary for 
the correction of errors. They are perhaps the reports of ignorant 
and prejudiced persons sent rather as detectives than as military 
inspectors. The “‘accounts from Mississippi and Alabama” are very 


* See Bragg to Davis September 7, p. 624. 


© cha ) iY and, together v] se 
a, are regarded by General Bragg as of sufficient impor- 

ant the recommendation to the President that the only _ 
she expulsion from the service of all the officers on duty in 
reau in these words: ‘‘A complete renovation of the Bureau 
i ramifications will be indispensable.” | 
General Bragg states that when he commanded an army these were 
is impressions. These impressions of General Bragg were then 
essed in the form of an earnest, cordial, and emphatic approval 
of and active aid to the system instituted in Alabama and Missis- 
-sippi by General Pillow. That system had employed in those two 
States over 1,000 officers and over 6,000 men, and as from June, 1863, 
to January, 1864 (when it was abolished), it did not send one man to 
the Army of Northern Virginia, it is not presumable General Lee 
would concur in General Bragg’s impressions as to the policy of 
re-establishing it. Perhaps General Bragg himself would hesitate to 
recommend that (maintain the proportion throughout the Confeder- 
acy) 6,000 officers and 36,000 men should be detached from the Army 
_to do the work of conscription. . 


_ The shorter mode of attempting the remedy is the one proposed by 
General Bragg—its efficiency must be proved by the result. 
I therefore respectfully recommend that in pursuance of General 
_ Bragg’s advice you order ‘‘a complete renovation of the Bureau and 
its ramifications.” As the first step toward this renovation and the 
one evidently aimed at, and most acceptable to General Bragg—indeed, 
perhaps meeting the whole purpose of his statement and recommenda- 
tions—I have asked this day instant relief as superintendent of the 
Bureau, and forwarded the resignation of that high commission you 
_. bestowed on me three months ago, after nine months daily observa- 
tion of my administration of that Bureau—for the efficient renova- 
tion of which my ignominious expulsion is now demanded by General 
Bragg. My commission, and the prompt and unanimous confirmation 
of it by the Senate, after my reports and my system of administration 
had been thoroughly discussed and sifted by Congress, is a sufficient 
vindication from denunciations based on avowedly imperfect and 
uninformed reports. And I fear it will scarcely be found after the 
change that a great public policy will be effectively administered 
simply by expelling a few officers from service and renovating a 
Bureau. 

I venture to suggest that the sudden removal of the officers on duty 
in the Bureau might be detrimental to the public service. They are 
familiar with the service, which is somewhat intricate, and have been 
but my instruments in the condemned system. They will still work 
patriotically under other auspices. 

Having thus adopted and, to the extent I can control it, carried out 
General Brage’s remedy for the evils of the conscription service, I 
need not offer any further suggestions concerning it. 

IT have the honor to be, Mr. President, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 


EE PE ae ee ee 


JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., September 14, 1864. 
Hon. W. N. H. SMITH, — 
Murfreesborough, N. C.: 

Str: I have received your letter calling attention to the mischievous 
and demoralizing effects of the traffic in cotton initiated by the Com- 
missary Bureau and carried on across and beyond the Chowan River. 
In reply I have the honor to say that the Department cannot concur 
in thinking the evils as stated by you as resulting to the extent sup- 
posed from the trade established by the Commissary-General, and its 
results have really been so satisfactory in affording supplies that I 
am not, without further developments and inquiries, prepared to 
prohibit its continuance. ~ 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 72. Richmond, Va., September 15, 1864. 


Private letters or communications relative to military marches and 
operations are frequently mischievous in design, and their publication 
generally injurious to the military service. They are, therefore, 
strictly forbidden; and any officer or soldier, or other person serving 
with the armies of the Confederate States in the field, who shall be 
found guilty of making such communication for publication, or plac- 
ing the writing beyond his control, so that it finds its way to the 
press before one month after the termination of the campaign to which 
it relates, shall be punished, according to the degree of his offense,-- 
by the sentence of a court-martial. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE BUREAU, 
Richmond, September 15, 1864. 

The following have been adopted as the regulations governing offi- 
cers of the Subsistence Department in the issuing, receiving, and 
shipping of subsistence stores: 

An officer issuing stores shall deliver or transmit promptly to the 
receiving officer an exact list of them in duplicate invoices, stating 
the number of packages and the gross, tare, and net weight. He shall 
see that the gross, tare, and net weight are distinctly marked on each 
package. He shall see that the number of packages and gross, tare, 
and net weight are distinctly marked on the transportation invoice 
waybill, or bill of lading. He shall take from the quartermaster or 
railroad agent in charge of transportation duplicate receipts corre- 
sponding with the transportation invoice. If he fails to receive from 
the receiving commissary a receipt corresponding with the invoice 
forwarded to that officer, he shall forward to this Bureau, with his 
provision return, one of the duplicate receipts of the quartermaster 
or railroad agent as evidence that the shipment was made. If the 
forwarding commissary fails to pursue this course he shall be held 


gS 
le for any loss or damage sustained, unless it can 


at the loss or damage resulted from no negligence on his part. ax ae 
The receiving officer shall return promptly to the issuing officer 


cate receipts for such amounts as are actually received by him. 
the officer to whom stores are forwarded has reason to believe 
m miscarried, he shall promptly inform the issuing officer, the 
quartermaster, or railroad agent whose duty it was to forward the 
stores, and the bureau of the department to which the property 
_appertains. 
When stores received do not correspond in amount or quality 
with the invoice, they will be examined by a board of survey; or if 
that is impracticable, he shall take the certificate of one or more com- 
- missioned officers; or if that is impracticable, he shall take the affi- 
_ davit of one or more disinterested parties as to the condition of the 
_ stores when received and the amount of loss sustained, and this report 
_ will be communicated to the proper bureau, to the issuing commis- 
sary, to the quartermaster or railroad agent forwarding the stores, 
and to the officer authorized to pay the transportation account. If 
_ the receiving officer fails to pursue this course he shall be held 
_ responsible for the full amount of the shipment. Damages recovered 
_ from the carrier or other party liable will be refunded to the proper 
department. 

Commissaries will, when large shipments are made in succession, 
cause each package to be marked in such a manner as will enable the 
receiving officer to distinguish the different shipments, and will notify 
him of the particular mark. 

- By direction of the Commissary-General: 
; S. B. BREWER, 
Major and Commussary of Subsistence. 


CIRCULAR. | — CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
FE QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 15, 1864. 

The circular issued from this office on September 1, 1863, regu- 
lating the transportation of public stores is hereby revoked and this 
circular will be adopted in its stead. 

It will be the duty of each quartermaster to require one of his 
clerks to superintend the receipt and forwarding of all supplies con- 
signed to him, for which he will furnish transportation, on the accom- 
panying form only, over the road running from his post to the 
connecting road, this form, or bill of lading, being the order tor trans- 
portation, waybill, and receipt, upon which the railroad is to collect 
its freight charges, and no other voucher will be accepted for through 
freight. The bills of lading to be signed in quadruplicate by the 
receiving road, two to be turned over to the consignor (thus doing 
away with the necessity of an exchange of receipts between the ship- 
ping quartermaster and the consignor, and enabling the consignor to 
settle his accounts directly with the Auditor by producing the railroad 
receipts), one to be retained by the railroad, and the other to be for- 
warded to the next quartermaster to whom the receiving road is 
required to deliver, which being done he will sign the receipt upon 
their bill of lading, showing the number of packages received, whether 
in good or bad order, and, if any, how many are missing, and furnish 
the connecting road with a separate set of bills for goods shipped and 
receipted for by it, and so on to destination. 
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If any damage or loss occurs the extent and money value will be 
agreed upon between the quartermaster receiving and a representa- 
tive of the railroad company, or in the event of their disagreeing 
these two parties shall call in a third, whose decision shall be subject to 
the approval of the Quartermaster-General, and the amount of dam- 
age or loss shall be expressed on the voucher retained by the railroad 
company. : 

This at once fixes the loss and damage, if any, upon the responsible 
party, prevents a suspension of vouchers, and simplifies payments. 

When loss or damage is determined a copy of the voucher, with 
indorsement showing the same, must be immediately forwarded to the 
quartermaster auditing the accounts of the responsible road. 

The stores must be turned over to the shipping quartermaster upon 
duplicate invoices, one to be retained by the shipping quartermaster 
as his authority for furnishing transportation and the other to be 
forwarded by him with the stores and in charge of the conductors of 
trains, that each forwarding officer may indorse on the same the num- 
ber of packages lost or missing, and thereby enable the consignee at 
once to account for the whole shipment. 

It will be the duty cf the consignor to send duplicate invoices to the 
consignee epprising him of the shipment by this department. 

Vouchers for local transportation to intermediate points where there 
is no quartermaster or other authorized officer or agent to receipt for 
stores will be given as heretofore. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


[Form of bill of lading.] 


GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION. 


No. ——. 
Shipped, in good order and condition, by , quartermaster, C. S. 
Army, on the Railroad, at —, the following stores, viz: 
| ay | A : 
Dakos De iislon: ees) Weight. Original con- | Ultimate con- | Ultimate des- 


signor. signee. tination. 


The property of the Confederate States, being marked and numbered as above, 
and are to be delivered in the like good order and condition, at to the con- 
necting — ; Railroad, unto , quartermaster, or his assigns, 
his or their receipt upon this bill for the same being required to complete the 
evidence of delivery. 

_In witness whereof the agent of said Railroad hath affirmed to four 
bills of lading, all of this tenor and date, one of which being accomplished the 
others to stand void. 

Dated at , this 


day of ———, 186—. 


Agent, hatlroad Company. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 


Rachmond, Va., September 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss, 


Commanding Reserves in Georgia: 
GENERAL : The condition of the currency of the Confederate States 
and the cupidity of many of the producers of provisions compel the 


horitios to Peat to impressment as a means to pr % 
immediate wants of the Army, and to accumulate stores “te 
ospective supply. The authority for this is contained in the 
Congress published in Orders No. 37, of the series of 1863; *, 
rs No. 30 and Orders No. 39, of the current series, and in the 
ulations accompanying these acts, and contained in these orders. 
he Department regards the act of impressment as an appropria- 
tion of the property for the use of the Confederacy, and that it is the 
d uty of the owner, his agent, or bailee to co-operate frankly in the 
measures necessary to adjust the price and for the transfer of the 
property to the Confederate officers. Congress has supposed that 
there would be none so regardless of his public duty in this period of 
calamity and danger as to oppose or frustrate these measures. It has, 
_ however, sometimes happened that this expectation has been disap- 
pointed, and that concealment, evasion, and clandestine removal of 
the property impressed have been resorted to to defeat impressment. 

The Department instructs you that whenever an officer of one of 

_ the departments of supply, who is authorized to make impressments 

under the orders of this Department, shall certify to you that a citizen 

refuses to give information of the supplies liable to impressment that 

he may have i in his possession; that he conceals or removes such prop- 
erty, or that he withholds the property and refuses to take suitable 
- measures under the acts of Congress and regulations for the adjust- 

ment of the price, to furnish the necessary military assistance, and to 

make the impressment operative and effectual. 

The Department admonishes you to see that the force employed is 

no larger than is strictly necessary; that the proceeding be conducted 

with the caution and care that would mark the execution of civil proc- 

ess; that the owner be informed and advised by you or your officers 

of his duty and yours in the matter intrusted to you, and that modera- 

tion, good temper, and firmness should characterize your actions under 

this order. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


— 


(Same to General J. L. Kemper, in Virginia; General James Ches- 
nut, in South Carolina; General T. H. Holmes, in North Carolina; 
General Withers, in Alabama, and General Brandon, in Mississippi. ) 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, September 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. RICHARD TAYLOR, 
Meridian, Miss.: 

GENERAL: By direction of General Bragg I herewith inclose unoffi- 
cial report of Capt. Samuel 8S. Harris, assistant adjutant-general, for 
your information. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. STRANGE, . 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 
[{Inclosure. ] 
JACKSON, Miss., September 7, 1564. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: In the course of the tour of inspection made by Maj. 

B. F. Jones and myself in the State of Mississippi many facts relating 
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to the condition of this portion of the country have presented them- 
selves and are of sufficient importance, I think, to merit your particu- 
lar attention. In pursuance of your verbal instructions given to me 
at Montgomery I respectfully ask leave to lay them before you in an 
unofficial communication. 

The condition of Mississippi is truly deplorable in many respects, 
and the necessity for radical and thorough reforms in the administra- 

‘tion of military affairs has everywhere suggested itself. The mass of 
the people are corrupted and demoralized, and in those regions of the 
State which lie contiguous to the enemy the disgraceful fact of subjuga- 
tion is almost completed. In addition to this I believe that the admin- 
istration of military affairs in some portions of the State has been 
unfortunate and little calculated to repress the growing evils which 
abound everywhere. The causes of the demoratization of the people 
are few and simple, but it must be admitted that they have been singu- 
larly effective. Of the natural and unavoidable discouragement pro- 
duced by the presence of the enemy upon the minds of the people at 
home I shall say nothing. The chief cause of the present condition of 
the State, however, is the irregular and unlawful traffic with the enemy 
that has subsisted for many months and that still goes on with undi- 
minished vigor. There are few persons along our military frontier 
who have not sold cotton to the enemy. Part of this cotton trade has 
been authorized by the Government under various contracts. Of the 
gross evils that have grown out of these I need not speak, as Major 
Jones has already enlarged upon them. 

Another branch of this cotton trade has been carried on under 
authority from department and district commanders, which I believe 
to have been wholly unauthorized by the authorities at Richmond. 
For instance, Colonel Goodman, of this State, now holds a contract 
entered into between himself and Lieut. Gen. 8. D. Lee, the terms of 
which grant Goodman the right to use Government cotton in exchange 
for supplies. There are others of the same character approved and 
authorized by department headquarters. _ 

District commanders have also taken part in this all-engrossing 
matter. During a long interview which I had yesterday with Brig 
Gen. Wirt Adams I was informed by him that he had entered into a 
contract with one J. J. Smylie to procure certain supplies for his own 
command. General Adams believes that he has competent authority 
for this. In this I believe he is mistaken. His only authority, I 
think, has emanated from department headquarters. I need not sug- 
gest the impropriety of allowing such contracts to continue. They 
demoralize the people, and what is worse still the army, too, and 
produce no results beneficial to the cause. 

General Adams has granted to a few individuals in his district per- 
mission to carry private cotton through the lines for the purpose of 
obtaining supplies. The object of General Adams was undoubtedly 
« humane one and his motives have been pure, I do not doubt; but 
the evils that result from such a course are pernicious in the extreme. 
The dignity and character of our officers and army have been grossly 
detracted from by rumors of corruption, and the granting of every 
permit of this character has encouraged all kinds of injurious reports 
and slanders to be propagated and believed. Asanatural consequence 
the unauthorized sale of cotton to the enemy has been greatly encour- 
aged, few citizens hesitating to assume a privilege which they conceive 
to have been granted by favoritism to a few. In regard to these 
irregular and unauthorized transactions with the enemy, and also in 
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) irregular permits granted by General Adams, I have 
efer you to the inclosed papers, marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 


dministration of affairs here has not been of such a nature as to 
escape animadversion and even suspicion. For these reasons I 
respectfully recommend that such instructions be issued to depart- 
ment and district commanders as will prohibit them from authorizing 
any kind of intercourse with the enemy that is not specially authorized 
_ by the authorities at Richmond. 
_ The opinion is widely spread, even among military men, that gross 
_ and criminal collusion exists between some of these contractors and 
cotton agents and the Yankee authorities, and that most of the raids 
made by the enemy in this portion of the State are made for the spe- 
cific purpose of carrying off the cotton which said contractors, &c., 
have placed at convenient places along their route. In illustration 
of this General Adams told me of a case, the facts of which are 
these: 
Some soi-disant French citizens at Yazoo City entered into a con- 
_ tract with Lieutenant-General Lee to furnish certain supplies in 
exchange for cotton. One hundred and twenty-nine bales of this cot- 
_ ton were sent to Yazoo City to await the arrival of the supplies that 
were due on a certain day. On the very day on which these supplies 
_ were to have reached Yazoo City a large force of the enemy moved out 
to that point with the evident purpose of seizing the cotton, and this was 
done at the instigation of the above-named French contractors, who 
boasted that they would thus get the cotton without the necessity of 
paying for it. Fortunately the cotton was destroyed by General 
Adams. There is no doubt, however, that the same thing has often 
been done in the State, and many times, with entire success. 

It may be asked why the system of unauthorized blockade-running, 
already alluded to, has not been suppressed by the military authorities. 
The main reason I believe to be this: Along our lines there are many 
companies of ‘‘independent scouts,” who have occupied their present 
positions and discharged their present duties so long that they have 
become notoriously corrupt and inefficient. They have their price, 
and the blockade-runners know well how to pay it. ‘‘A pair of 
boots and a bottle of whisky” will scarcely ever fail, [am informed, to 
secure a passage for a load of cotton through the lines. Nor does 
this apply to ‘‘independent scouts” alone. The practice of detaching 
companies of cavalry and keeping them on duty along the line as 
scouts for a long time is productive of precisely the same results. In 
relation to this I respectfully ask your attention to the inclosed 

apers. 
: Th view of these evils—and I cannot overdraw them—I respectfully 
suggest that all companies of ‘‘independent scouts” be abrogated, 
and that these commands be placed upon the same footing as other 
commands in the field, and that in future commanding officers be 
required to change the scouts and pickets in their front at least once 
in every two weeks, making regular details for the purpose. 

The effects of this cotton trade with the enemy ean hardly be esti- 
mated or understood by one who has not witnessed them. The fact 
is that cotton, instead of contributing to our strength, has been the 
greatest element of our weakness here. Yankee gold is fast accom- 
plishing what Yankee arms could never achieve—the subjugation of 
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this people. I seriously believe that we would have been far better 
off to-day if all the cotton in this department had been destroyed two 
years ago, and it may yet be necessary for our authorities to illustrate 
their determination to prosecute to a successful termination this war 
for our independence, by applying the torch to all the cotton that 
remains. Many complaints from officers and others have. reached me — 
of what is termed the culpable misconduct of some of Mr. De Bow’s 
agents in this State. This ‘‘Cotton Loan Agency” has been a mam- 
moth affair in this State, and many abuses and corruptions may have 
existed without the knowledge of its chief, Mr. De Bow. I respect- 
fully recommend that a thorough inspection and investigation of all 
its operations be ordered by you. 

I respectfully ask your attention to the condition of many of the 
military posts in this department. Most of the post commanders that 
I have visited have been badly instructed in the duties of their posi- 
tions, because the orders and instructions intended for their govern- 
ance are rarely or never sent to them from department headquarters. 
I have visited many of these officers who have never received or seen 
a single order from the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, and 
are consequently entirely ignorant of the many important duties 
enjoined therein. It would seem from this that great negligence 
exists somewhere. I am forced to the conviction that the adminis- 
tration of this department has hitherto been exceedingly loose and 
inefficient. An active, energetic, and efficient department commander 
is greatly needed to bring order out of chaos and to infuse life and 
vigor into the routine of department business. Such an officer, unen- 
cumbered for a time at least by all merely local duties, might soon 
rescue a productive and important portion of the Confederacy from — 
the many abuses which now oppress and injure it. 

In conclusion of this report and at the conclusion, too, of our duties 
in this State, I trust that the considerations which are urged below will 
not be considered superfluous and impertinent. In a department like 
this the duties of an inspector are not only great, but continuous. In 
order to accomplish the results desired his inspections should not only 
be minute, but should be repeated at intervals in order to insure the 
suppression of evils. In fact, the presence of an inspector is neces- 
sary almost all the time. The many reasons which support this will 
suggest themselves at once to you. In view of this I respectfully 
suggest that a permanent inspector or inspectors be assigned to a cer- 
tain geographical or military district, composed of not more than two 
States, whose duty it shall be to accomplish such inspections as you 
may direct under such instructions and discretion as you may see fit 
to intrust. The many contracts in this department, and the impor- 
tance of the quartermaster’s and subsistence departments in the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi, demand the constant presence of an active 
and energetic inspector at all times. If such a view meets your appro- 
bation, I respectfully beg leave to recommend Maj. B. F. Jones for 
that duty. It is but an act of simple justice for me to give my official 
testimony to the singular fidelity and efficiency with which he has dis- 
charged his duties on this tour of inspection. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. S. HARRIS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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There is a considerable trade going on between this part of the coun-. 
nd Vicksburg. Blockade-runners still continue to carry through 
tton to that place. The scouts on Big Black are apparently very 
nefficient in the checking of illicit trade with the enemy. 
__ Captain Martin commands the line from Messinger’s Ferry toGrand 
Gulf, and a great many think that blockade-running is winked at by = 
him, and everybody complains of him and blames General Adams for 
continuing him in command, accounting for his supposed leniency 
toward Captain Martin on the grounds that he is General Adams’ 5 
nephew. Be thatas it may, cotton continues to go through the lines. : 
Several lots have passed through upon General Adams’ passes. One 
of 140 bales for the asylum, another for Government of seventy 
bales, and aman named Boone took through seven or eight loads, sup- 
posed to be on his own account, about the 1st of the present month. 
_ Citizens carry cotton into Vicksburg occasionally, whether with or 
without his pass am unable to say, but they are generally termed 
_ ** Adams’ pets.” 
Our scouts soon become demoralized. In many instances the prom- = 
ise of a hat or pair of new boots is a sufficient bribe to buy their per- 
- mission to pass cotton or anything else through the lines. Time to 
- make the acquaintance of the scouts seems to be all that blockade- 
runners require. 


W. H. OLDHAM, 
Captain and Provost-Marshal. 


: : [Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


ENROLLING OFFICE, HINDS COUNTY, 
He Jackson, Miss., August 9, 1864. 
Maj. M. F. BERRY, 
Enrolling Officer, 6th Conscription Dist., Hinterprise, Miss.: 
Magsor: I have the honor to submit the following statement in 
regard to R. L. Boone, whose application for exemption I forwarded 
to your headquarters yesterday, with the statement that the appli- 
cant would be sent forward: Yesterday evening I had Boone notified 
that he must report at this office this morning prepared to go to 
Enterprise, and gave my guard instructions to arrest him if he failed 
to comply. (This was before I received your telegram of yesterday.) 
During the night or this morning Boone started to the enemy’s lines, or 
Vicksburg, with sixteen bales of cotton. When my guard arrested him 
he produced a permit from General Wirt Adams, granted under author- 
ity of Secretary of War, to carry to and exchange with the enemy some 
thirty bales of cotton for bagging rope and stationery, and also pro- 
duced permission to pass all guards and pickets unmolested. My 
guards, thinking they were obliged to obey this order from General 
Adams, allowed Boone to pass, and I presume that he has gone on to 
Big Black or Vicksburg. 
This will show why Boone has not been sent to Enterprise. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
JO. H. MILLER, 


Enrolling Officer, Hinds County. 
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[Sub-inelosure No. 3.] 
JULY 28, 1864. 

I learned this evening from reliable sources that Captain Martin, 
commanding the line from Messinger’s Ferry to Grand Gulf, has been 
and is at this time allowing cotton to be carried into the enemy’s lines. 
Furthermore, I learned that Captain Martin himself had been trans- 
porting cotton across Black lines for the purpose of trading with the 
enemy. 

ror evidence you will apply to J. D. Goodwin, Auburn, Hinds 
County, Miss. nf 

B. 8. WHITE, 
Lieutenant, Commanding Scouts. 


{Sub-inclosure No. 4.] “ 


Post CANTON, MIss., August 22, 1864. 
Captain HARRIS, 
Inspector : ~ 

Caprain: In reply to your inquiry about blockade-running I will 
state: On or about May 20 I seized a wagon loaded with cotton bound 
for Vicksburg. On examination I found thé parties in possession of 
papers signed by Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, allowing them the privilege 
of carrying the cotton to Vicksburg. I at once presented the said 
papers to General Adams to know if they were correct. He replied 
that they were and ordered me to release them. 

In regard to A. D. Sheldon, he is at this time absent and I cannot 
furnish you with a copy of his orders. Inclosed you will find state- 
ment of Lieutenant Chilton, enrolling officer for this county, which, 
in my opinion, is entirely correct.* 

I most respectfully call your attention to the condition of the scouts 
in our immediate front. They are badly demoralized, to say the least 
of them. Citizens report to me daily that they can go into enemy’s 
lines at the expense of a bottle of whisky or a pair of boots. To my 
certain knowledge their outfit consists mostly of blockade goods. I 
am not able to account for this unless they trade directly with the 
enemy or through the citizens. This being the case, I think a change 
of scouts would be very beneficial and aid greatly in suppressing trad- 
ing with the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. N. ARCHER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 5.] 


DISTRICT ENROLLING OFFICE, 
Canton, August 22, 1864. 
Capt. J. N. ARCHER, : 
Commanding Post, Canton, Miss.: 

CAPTAIN: Owing to the growing evil in this district of blockade- 
running and the consequent demoralization of the inhabitants, and 
the few instances in which such parties are brought before the author- 
ities, it is thought that the scouts, whose duty it is to guard against 
such violations of the law, must have become to a great extent demor- 
alized and particeps criminis with the persons engaged in unlawful 
trade with the enemy. 

As an officer of the Confederate Government desirous of seeing this 
evil checked, I would suggest that the scouts now serving here be 


* See sub-inclosure No. 6, p. 651. 


t least once a month, and in this connection I would | 
m organizing a company from men between forty-five and — 
rs of age, of planters loyal and true to the Government, who | 
‘e willing to mount and equip themselves and to perform police in 
ldition to conscript duty in the Yazoo Valley. 
_I would respectfully suggest through you that this company be 
assigned to this service, as Iam fully satisfied from the character of 
the men composing it that they would in all instances execute a rigid 
enforcement of the law without favor to any one, and thus to some 
extent secure the end so much desired. 

Tam, captain, with respect, your obedient servant, 

Ke Jo De LOM, 
Maj. and Dist. Enr. Officer, Comdg. Fifth Dist. of Mississippi. 


[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS Post, — 
Canton, August 22, 1864. 


Approved. 
Respectfully forwarded to Captain Harris, special inspector for 
_ Department of Mississippi, Alabama, and East Louisiana, and atten- 
tion asked to within statement of facts in connection with report from 


this office. 
J. N. ARCHER, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 6.] 


DISTRICT ENROLLING OFFICE, 
Canton, August 22, 1864. 


spew ory es ae 


Capt. J. N. ARCHER, 

Commanding Post, Canton, Miss.: 
. CAPTAIN: I respectfully submit the following report in case of A. D. 
Sheldon, a citizen of this place and an employé of the Mississippi 
Central Railroad: ’ 

Upon assuming the duties of enrolling officer at this place in April 
last I immediately inspected his papers, in order to determine his 
status, and was informed that he was an employé on the Mississippi 
Central Railroad, running from this place to Grenada, and that he was 
not then actually engaged on the railroad, being employed in carrying 
out a contract made by Colonel Goodman, president of the Mississippi 
Central Railroad, with the Confederate States of America for the pur- 
pose of bringing out goods from the enemy’s lines in exchange for cotton, 
and exhibited to me a pass from Maj. Gen. 8. D. Lee, approved by Gen- 
eral Wirt Adams, instructing all guards and pickets to pass him through 
our lines at all times until further orders, a copy of whichis at this time 
impracticable to furnish, said A. D. Sheldon being absent. 

I wrote to Colonel Goodman, the president of the railroad, in order 
to satisfy myself more fully as to the truth of the foregoing state- 
ments, and in a subsequent conversation had with him they were fully 
sustained. 

Mr. Sheldon was reported through this office, in conformance with 
the requirements of the law, on the monthly reports of the railroad 
made to the commandant for Mississippi, and now Holds his exemp- 
tion papers as an employé of aforesaid road. 


‘Respectfully submitted. 
C. N. CHILTON, 


Lieutenant and Enrolling Officer. 


‘ CORRESPONDENCE, nee 
: Cotumpta, September 15, 1864. 
[President JEFFERSON DAVIs:] 

Str: The cireumstances-of our ‘present political condition will be 
the apology for this letter. A few moments will be as much of your 
time as I will consume, I am sure, because I write upon the best 
authority that a revocation or modification of the present details with 
the reserve forces of this State would put into the field from 8,000 to 
10,000 men. I have the like authority for the belief that a propor- 
tionately larger force from the same sources in Georgia and North Caro- 
lina could be easily brought into the field. The three States undoubt- 
edly could thus put into the field from 20,000 to 30,000 men. If to 
these will be added such forces as could be brought from Alabama 
and Mississippi, an army is at once created—an army which, with 
great deference to your better judgment, operating in and upon the 
rear of General Sherman, would wipe out the disaster of the loss of 
Atlanta in the glory of its recovery. These troops, finding a point of 
convergence sufficiently in the rear of General Sherman, so that their 
junction would be certain, might thus, with the army of General Hood 
in his front, convert the captor into the captive, and be the crown- 
ing triumph of a campaign which but for the disasters in Georgia 
would have been in all respects as remarkable as has ever been 
recorded. 

It would be unnecessary for me to write to you of this, concerning 
which you are better informed than I can be, but it is of another 
matter connected with it, and of which I venture to make a sugges- 
tion. Such a movement as has been indicated would be assisted by 
the people of the States not included in the lists of detailed men or | 
of the reserve force. I feel sure that concurrently with this the 
spirit of the people, in many places diverted if not downeast, 
could be vitalized and awakened; that their temper in some places, 
not sustained at the high point it reached in the commencement of 
our contest, could be brought back to what it was and an enthusiasm 
as deep and strong as that which introduced our revolution be now 
excited, and which when so excited would hasten it to a victorious 
conclusion. I believe that the difficulties which surround us could 
be converted into sources of strength and our dangers become the 
weapons of our deliverance. I have adverted to the temper (it may 
seem the indifference) which will be found with some, perhaps with 
many, and you may ask me how it is intended to overcome this moral 
atrophy. I am not apt to be seduced by an oversanguine expectation, 
but of this I am sure—with such an organization as has been referred 
to and a knowledge of the purposes for which it is intended, with the 
facet that they who were not bound to military service and would 
become united in this movement would not be required for the exe- 
cution of the plan to be in the field for more than sixty or ninety days, 
it would be easy to excite and move large bodies of our people into 
this enterprise. It would be recognized as a campaign in which there 
would be no exemption, because there would be no compulsion—in 
which there should be no exemption, because they who were entitled 
to the exemption would discard it. We ean preach the enterprise as 
they preached the crusade. We can preach the expulsion of the foe 
as we preached the disruption of the Union. I know those who will 
take up the torch and bear it, and I am sure that with the spirit 
which animates them their success will be certain. They will aecept 
it as a holy calling, will suspend their duties and avocations, and I 
know will rouse themselves to a temper which will move them with 
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1 in the field, might be left. And who would weigh the conse- 
ences of a partial suspension of the operations of these details with 
e advantage which would result from placing them in the field and 
ding them together in one compact mass, giving life and hope to 


with this gallant, if sorely pressed, army, and with it a general who 

will fall unless he can retrieve his losses, which the popular judgment 

_ will ever confound with his faults. 

4 ra will not venture to press the matter further than to say that for 
_ its successful achievement it requires one whose skill and ability are 

acknowledged, and that the extent of the draft upon the detail should 

be left to the sound discretion of the officers to whose hands the 

- movement is committed. 

= - With great respect, your obedient servant, 
Pa A. G. MAGRATH. 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, September 15, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, : 
Commissary-General : 

COLONEL: I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that we are 
without fifteen days’ supply of meat in this city for the subsistence of 
General Lee’s army and other troops, employés, &c¢., dependent upon 
us; nor have we an accumulation in any of the States upon which to 
draw in the future. The collection of meat from all sources during 
the past thirty days would not subsist the Army of Northern Virginia 
for one week, the operations of the department having been seri- 
ously interfered with from the want of adequate means with which to 
purchase, liquidate accrued indebtedness, and thus restore public 
confidence, so seriously impaired in many sections of the Confederacy 
from our past inability to comply with obligations and from the finan- 
cial policy heretofore pursued. 

The impressment act has signally failed in affording the relief that 
was anticipated, simply because payment is required to be made when 
the law is enforced, a clause which practically nullifies it, since our 
restricted means will not enable us to offer currency, and the mass of 
the people refuse to accept the 6 per cent. certificates and non-taxable 
bonds, although our officers have been instructed to make every 
effort to induce their acceptance, believing it obligatory upon us to 
aid the Treasury in every practicable way. In all the States impress- 
ments are evaded by every means which ingenuity can suggest, and 

- in some openly resisted. In North Carolina our receipts are insig- 
nificant, and in Georgia and Alabama we are unable to purchase 
eorn for want of money, which necessitates the consumption of our 
limited stock of flour, so desirable to preserve for active campaign- 
ing. In Virginia the meat supply has been exhausted, but it is 
believed that considerable cattle and bacon are yet to be had in 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, provided the necessary funds are 
at our command. 
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Within thirty days the Army of Tennessee will have consumed the 
present supply of meat. Our officers in all of the States are fully 
alive to the interests of-the department, but the difficulties which 
beset them are insurmountable, and must receive due consideration 
in connection with the present condition of the commissariat. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8S. B. FRENCH, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 


WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 32. Richmond, Va., September 16, 1864. 


The following rules are adopted for the payment of the extra com- 
pensation to detailed non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
Army and of conscripts in the service of this Bureau at all points out 
of Richmond: 

J. All such detailed men will receive their regular pay, rations, and 
other allowances as if actually on field duty. 

Il. In addition to their pay, &c., each detailed man shall receive 
$1 per day as extra-duty pay proper, to be paid for each day of such 
extra-duty labor. 

Ill. As extra compensation for extraordinary skill, labor, and 
industry on the part of any detailed man, there shall be paid for each 
day on which service is actually rendered as follows: For first-class 
clerks,*$2 per day; for second-class clerks, $1 per day. Provided, 
that when any detailed clerk receives his allowances in kind (as at 
hospitals), he shall be paid only 25 cents per day and no more, either 
as extra-duty pay proper or otherwise. 

IV. In case of a detailed man being employed as a mechanic, he 
shall be paid such extra compensation for extraordinary skill, labor, 
and industry as may be allowed to detailed men similarly employed 
in the quartermaster’s department at the same place, or the nearest 
post thereto, and which may be fixed under General Orders, No. 66, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series. 

V. Commutation to detailed men or conscripts before assignment 
will be allowed at the rate of $20 per month in lieu of all allowances 
for fuel, quarters, and straw. 

VI. These rates are to take effect from and after the Ist day of 
August, 1864. 

By order of Brigadier-General Preston, superintendent: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 


Richmond, September 16, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, - - 


Adjutant and Inspector Gerieral : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith the muster-rolls 
of the reserve forces of Virginia which have been organized up to 
this time. The muster-rolls contain the names of 13,072 officers and 
men. They show that the reserve forces of Virginia, already organ- 
ized, are composed of 144 companies, averaging 90 men to the com- 
pany. ‘They are already divided into five brigades uncer temporary 


ra, 


ommanders, embracing nineteen regiments and bat 
detached companies. These brigades have an average o 
,600 men each, . 


ant, 
sf J. L. KEMPER, 
Brigadier- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, DEPT. OF JUSTICE, 
. Richmond, Va., September 16, 1864. 
Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 
DEAR Sir: Your letter of ist instant reached here during my 
absence on a brief visit to North Carolina, whence I returned only 


_ yesterday. J avail myself of the earliest opportunity to reply. Ido 


not understand your letter as asking of me an official opinion as to 
the legality of the position assumed by the War Department assert- 


ing the right of the President and denying that of the Governor to 
_ appoint the officers of the regiments known as the ‘‘State troops” of 
_ North Carolina. Indeed, under the law and the uniform practice of 


this Department I am forbidden to give such an opinion except upon 
the requirement of the President or the Secretary of War. I must 


therefore content myself with explaining to you that view of the law 


which has governed the War Department in its late action. You are 
mistaken in supposing that the right of the President to appoint the 
officers of these troops is claimed under the conscription acts, or 
either of them. It is derived from a higher source, and is considered 
not as a right simply, but as an imperative duty. 

I have not examined particularly into the history of these require- 
ments, but am informed at the Adjutant-General’s Office that they 
were received into the service of the Confederate States under the 
general authority of the act ‘‘To make further provisions for the 
public defense,” approved 11th of May, 1861. The Constitution 
recognizes but two classes of troops in the service of the Confederate 
States, to wit, the Army of the Confederate States and the militia. 
The appointment of the officers of the latter is reserved to the States; 
but the officers of ‘“‘the Army,” like all other officers of the Confed- 
erate Government, are required to be appointed by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. This difference in the mode 
of appointing officers gave rise early in the war to a very important 
question—that is, in which of these two classes are volunteers and 
troops furnished by the different States to be embraced. 

In August, 1861, Mr. Benjamin, then Attorney-General, gave an offi- 
cial opinion that troops furnished by the States upon a requisition of 
the Confederate Government were militia and their officers were to 
be appointed under the State laws. Under the authority of this 
opinion and the belief that it covered the case of the North Carolina 
State troops, the appointment of the officers of those troops was 
yielded to the Governor. 

In August, 1862, the case of troops raised and organized under the 
State laws and received into the service of the Confederate States 
under the said act of 11th of May, 1861, was presented to Mr. Attor- 
ney-General Watts for his opinion and he declared, officially, that 
such troops are a part of ‘‘the Army of the Confederate States,” and 
all vacancies among their officers are to be filled by appointment of 


have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient : _ 
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the President, with the consent of the Senate. I send you a copy of 
so much of the opinion as relates to this point. : 

This view of the law, declared in this opinion, has been adopted by 
the Secretary of War upon the case of vacancies in the North Carolina 
State troops being directly presented to him. He feels that he is 
imperatively bound by the Constitution that the appointments should 
be made by the President, and that he has no discretion any longer 
to acquiesce in an arrangement made by his predecessor under what 
he believes and what has since been declared to be an erroneous con- 
struction of the law. ~~ : 

This brief synopsis, with the copy of Mr. Watts’ opinion, will ad- 
vise you of the reasons by which the War Department has been gov- 
erned and enable you to judge of their validity. _I express no opinion 
myself, being, as I have said, precluded from so doing by the rules of 
my office. : 

Very respectfully, yours, &c¢., 
GEORGE DAVIS. 


[Inclosure. ] 


Assuming that these regiments and legion were received into the 
Confederate service under the act of the 11th of May, 1861, as organ- 
ized bodies, the question is still, how are vacancies in the offices to be 
filled? This act expressly declares that volunteer forces accepted 
under it shall be organized in accordance with and subject to all the 
provisions of the act entitled ““An act to provide for the public 
defense.” The fifth section of the latter act declares that the officers 
of companies, squadrons, battalions, and regiments ‘‘shall be 
appointed in the manner prescribed by law in the several States to 
which they shall severally belong, but when inspected, mustered, and 
received into the service of the Confederate States, said troops shall 
be regarded in all respects asa part of the Army of the Confederate 
States, according to the terms of their respective enlistments.” 

It is distinctly declared that the appointment of the officers of com- 
panies, squadrons, battalions, and regiments shall be according to the 
law of the States from which they come. This may well be done if 
“in raising armies” Congress can constitutionally authorize the 
reception of organized companies, battalions, and regiments as well 
as the enlistment of single individuals. As Congress is unrestricted 
in this respect in the mode of raising armies, I have no doubt this 
can be done. But when such troops are received into the service of 
the Confederate States and are then to be regarded in all respects as 
a part of the Army of the Confederate States, the mode for the 
appointment of officers declared in the Constitution must prevail. 

The officers afterward appointed for the companies, battalions, and 
regiments are officers of the Confederate States. The Constitution, in 
the second clause of second section, second article, declares that the 
President ‘‘shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and 
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the 
Confederate States whose appointments are not otherwise provided 
for and which shall be established by law. But Congress may by law 
vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they may think 
proper in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
the Departments.” 

When these troops became a part of the Army of the Confederate 
States, Congress not having vested the appointment of the officers in 
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esident alone, or otherwise provided for such appointment, the 
cancies can only be filled by the President’s nomination and 
intment by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, as 
provided in the ninth section of the act ‘“‘For the establishment and 
organization of the Army of the Confederate States.” 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, POSsT-OFFICE DEPT., 
¥ : Richmond, September 17, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 

Secretary of War: 


Sir: The inclosed papers are respectfully returned. 
The only class of persons in the service of this Department which 
should make any noteworthy deduction from the military force is 
the mail contractors and drivers of post-coaches and hacks, who are 
exempted under the law of April 14, 1863. The whole number of 
mail contractors in the Confederate States on the 7th of December, 
1863, was 1,253. Of these, those in the States of Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas entered into contracts 
in the spring of the year 1862, before the passage of the first law of 
conscription, up to which time such contracts were not sought to 
secure exemption, and from the 23d of September, 1862, the date of 
the approval of the first law of conscription, to the 14th of April, 1863, 
the date of the law exempting contractors and drivers, these classes 
were liable to enrollment inthe Army. The time for the receipt of 
bids for contracts in the remaining States, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, terminated on the 1st of May, 
1863, so soon after the passage of the law of April 14 as to prevent 
the publication and notice of the existence of this law in considerable 
portions of these States, so as to enable parties to make bids in view 
of it. From these facts I infer that the number of persons who 
originally submitted bids to keep out of the military service cannot 
be large; and I am sustained in this view by the fact that up to the 
7th of December last but 147 contracts had been let to persons for 
nominal considerations. 

One hundred and five additional contracts at nominal rates have 
been made since that date in cases when existing contractors have 
been put into the military service, or for other reasons have abandoned 
the postal service. I cannot tell the number of persons engaged as 
mail contractors who would otherwise be liable to military service, 
but suppose it cannot at most exceed 500, and it may fall much below 
that number. And I do not think the number exempted as drivers 
can be as great as the number of exempt contractors on account of 
the very limited number of routes on which the mails are carried in 
coaches or hacks. 

It is a question of policy whether the legislation on this subject 
should be so changed as to disallow these exemptions. I have sup- 
posed that to do so with our present currency would render it 
impracticable to keep up the postal service, and that it would be bet- 
ter to spare the number of men necessary from the Army than to let 
it go down, or become so embarrassed as to produce discontent in the 
Army and country by rendering the ordinary means of postal com- 
munication impracticable. I fear that the loss of the means of such 
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communication would cause more men to desert in a short time than 
are required to keep the service up. But if you think it best to take 
the views of the President and Cabinet on this question, and they 
should think differently, I will do all I can to keep up the service 
without the aid of exempts. 

In this connection I beg to call your attention to the portion of my 
report of December 7, 1863, above referred to, extending from page 6 
to 10, under the head of ‘‘ Contract Bureau,” herewith inclosed,* from 
which you will perceive that the Department was unable to obtain 
bids for contracts to carry on the postal service without exemption to 
the contractors from military service. 

There should be no diminution from the military force on account 
of postmasters. Those postmasters not appointed by the President 
and confirmed by the Senate are not exempt, and the number 

‘appointed by the President does not exceed 100,‘and of this class he 
has steadily refused to appoint persons liable to military service. So 
that if the enrolling officers do their duty little or nothing can be lost 
to the Army by postmasters. . 

There are a few clerks in the larger class of post-offices whom it has 
been very desirable for the Department to retain on account of their 
special knowledge and experience. But I believe in an indorsement 
IT sent you some time past I suggested that some thirty-five of these 
would cover all I thought indispensable, and even these we might 
after a little be able to dispense withif the postmasters can be induced 
to proper vigilance in instructing others. 

There may be a few route agents in the service of this Department 
who would be liable to military service, but the number is very small, 
if there are any, as I have refused to appoint any one to these duties 
who is liable to military service since the passage of the first law of 
conscription. 

I desire no exemptions for this Department which it is practicable 
to get along without, and you shall have my cheerful co-operation in 
everything which will augment our armies. 

The case of Leftwich, of this city, referred to by General Lee, arose 
out of a recent contract on a route extending from Macon to Monti- 
cello, Ga. (not Alabama), forty-five miles in length. The former con- 
tractor was arrested and put into the military service contrary to 
law. The route was one of such importance that the postmasters on it 
and the special agent of the Department requested a renewal of the 
service, and it was readvertised on the 16th of March, 1864, and Left- 
wich being the lowest bidder, the contract was awarded to him on the 
27th of May, 1864, for a merely nominal consideration, and I am 
informed it is costing him at the rate of $6,000 a year to have the sery- 
ice performed. 

In relation to the other case mentioned by General Lee, I would say 
that the post-office at Mechanicsville, in Louisa County, Va., is what 
we call a special office, and this Department makes no contracts with 
carriers to supply that class of offices with mails. It merely consents 
to give so much out of the proceeds of the office for supplying it with 
the mails, and the carriers having no contracts are not exempt from 
military service, so that the carrier who supplies the Mechaniesville 
office is not exempt from military service on that account. 

_This Department is not even furnished with the names of such car- 
riers except as they come to the Auditor’s Office from quarter to quar- 


* Omitted. 


last return in the Auditor’s Office the name of | 
0 supplies the office at Mechanicsville is James M. Michie. _ 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
3 | JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster- General. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


aeeh 2° HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
eae September 7, 1864. 
Capt. H. C. THORBURN: 

You will obey the writ in the case of Thomas Vaden and proceed 
with him on to-morrow morning’s train to Richmond. You will see 
Mr. Aylett and report the facts to him. 

As I understand the matter Thomas Vaden since his enlistment 
has been elected justice of the peace for Chesterfield County and on 

_ this bases his claim to a discharge from service. There is no provision 
of law requiring discharge in such a ease. The act of Congress 

_ approved 17thof February, 1864, provides for the exemption of such 
_ State officers as the Governor of a State shall certify to be necessary 
for the proper administration of the State government. This, how- 
ever, does not operate to discharge from the service those already 
enlisted. It is not that there shall be discharged from service those 
whom the Governor of a State may deem necessary for the proper 
administration of the government, but that all such shall be exempt 
from enrollment, &c.; that is, of course, those not in the service at the 
time of the passage of the bill. This man Vaden is clearly liable to 
perform service in his present company during the war by the require- 
ments of the second section of the bill published in General Orders, 
No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series. 

By a law of Congress, published in General Orders, No. 48, Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s Office, of 1863, it is obligatory upon the 
Department to accept the resignation of officers and to discharge 
enlisted men when elected to certain positions in the civil govern- 
ment. It does not, however, relate to the case under discussion. 
Justices of the peace are not enumerated in the list of offices in the 
law referred to. 

By previous laws a Senator or a Representative, &¢c., was exempt 
from service; but those laws did not discharge a man from the service 
who was elected to fill the position of Senator or Representative. It 
was therefore necessary to make this special enactment (General 
Orders, No. 48, 1863) requiring discharge from service under such 
circumstances. So it will be necessary to enact a bill to require the 
discharge of those elected justices of the peace before the claim of 
Vaden ean be pronounced valid. 

The Secretary of War had previously decided many similar cases 
adversely to the applicants (see that of H. D. Stevens, Company D, 
Fifteenth Virginia Infantry, by indorsement of J. A. Campbell, 
Assistant Secretary of War, 20th of August, 1864). You will on your 
return report the decision of the court. 

By order of General Lee: 


ee aaa: 


Fete 


W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
ORDNANCE AND COMMISSARY TRAIN, ARTY., THIRD CORPS, 
September 9, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. W. H. TAYLOR, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of Northern Virgima: 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 7th instant I went to Richmond 
yesterday in the habeas corpus case of Thomas Vaden, jr., and in the 
absence of Mr. Aylett presented your letter of instructions to Messrs. 
Sands and Neeson, who were acting in his place, and stated to them — 
all the facts in my knowledge with regard to the case. They informed 
me that several similar cases have been decided in favor of the appli- 
cants for discharge after having been fully argued by Colonel August 
and Mr. Neeson, and that an appeal had been taken to the court of 
appeals. After a hearing in the case of Vaden the judge decided 
to discharge him from the service. An appeal will also be taken in 
his case. 

I was accompanied to Richmond by Lieutenant Fry, of Utterback’s 
battery, the company to which Vaden belonged, who gave all the 
assistance in his power in protecting the interests of the Government 
in this case. 

I have the honor to be, major, with much respect, your obedient 
servant, 

H.C. THORBURN, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


[Indorsement. ] 


GENERAL: A man claims discharge having been elected justice of 
the peace. Judge Meredith issues writ of habeas corpus and dis- 
charges him. I can see no provision of law for it. Plenty of your 
able-bodied fellows will be elected magistrates and thus get out of 
service. With enrolling officers to exempt and detail and judges to 
discharge we are in a sad way. 

Wi Hit: 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
September 10, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond: 


Str: [ have the honor to call your attention to the inclosed papers* 
with the hope that something may be done to correct the evil they 
disclose. The drain upon the strength of the Army by exemption of 
civil officers, postmasters, clerks, and mail carriers, added to the 
details made for other purposes, is more than it can bear. I suppose 
there is no remedy for this particular case but a reversal of the 
decision of Judge Meredith, or if that failed, a change of the law. 
If that be necessary I trust you will bring it to the attention of Con- 
gress at its next meeting. A large number of able-bodied men are 
taken from the Army or kept out of it as mail contractors. In many 
instances these contracts are made for the sole purpose of evading 
service in the Army. 

The case of one Leftwich, of Richmond, has been reported to me as 
a flagrant instance of this kind. He has a contract to convey the 


*See inclosures Nos. 1 and 2, next, ante. 


eather sista be has been reported to me of a young man in Louisa 
nty, whose name I cannot now recall, but who obtained a contract 

} ; earry the mail from the obscure post-office of Mechanicsville, near 
Gordonsville, and was discharged the service. He is the son of 
wealthy parents, and I am told remains at home and employs some 
one else to carry the mail. I suppose it is in the power of the Post- 
Office Department to prevent these abuses and even to annul such 
fraudulent contracts where they exist. Perhaps if the attention of 
the Postmaster-General were called to the subject some slight 
_inerease of our depleted ranks might be secured. 

I am constrained to say that while it is important that all the inter- 
ests of the people should be regarded by the Government their pres- 
ervation from subjugation is the greatest of all, and in my opinion 
the emergency requires the sacrifice of every other consideration to 
the vital question of the public safety. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE. 


[Indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the Honorable 
Postmaster-General, whose particular attention is invoked at the sug- 
gestion of General Lee to the within earnest letter of that distin- 
guished general, to a matter perhaps within the power of the Honor- 
». avs Postmaster-General to correct. 
J. A. SEDDON. 


eo eee 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADST. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 221. pee, ee it 186}, 
* k * * 

VII. Maj. Theophilus Steele, of aa eee ene is 
assigned to duty with Col. R. J. Breckinridge, Provisional Army, 
C. 8., for recruiting service in Kentucky, and will report accordingly. 

'é * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., September 17, 1864. 
Whereas, by the will of George Mendon ante of North Carolina, 
lately deceased, which has been established in the supreme court of 
North Carolina, certain slaves were emancipated upon the condition 
that they be removed from that State beyond the Confederate States ; 
and whereas, the executrix has applied for license to remove four teen 
slaves mentioned and comprehended in the said will, viz, Abram, aged 
sixty or sixty-five; his wife, aged fifty, and their children, Frank and 
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Comelia; Jacob and his wife, aged about fifty, and their daughter, 
Louisa, and Abney Anderson and his wife; Jupiter, Perry, and Adam, 
and the wife of Perry: ; 

Permission is given for the removal of these persons from North 
Carolina to the lines of the United States whenever it can be done 
with the sanction of the military commander through whose lines 
they are to pass. 

This permission to remain in force until the 1st of January next. 

By order of Secretary of War: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1864. 


MEMORANDUM.—Mrs. Mendenhall, in addition“to the colored per- 
sons mentioned in the passport heretofore given at this Department, 
may send to the United States the woman, Amy Allston, under similar 
conditions as are expressed in the passport before referred to. 

By order of Secretary of War: 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


SANDY GROVE, NEAR BARTOW POST-OFFICE, GA., 
September 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

DEAR Sir: Yours of the 5th instant, improperly mailed to Milledge- 
ville, was forwarded to me and received yesterday. Ifeel very deeply 
the importance of the object which it seeks to accomplish, and would 
gladly do anything in my power to aid you. But, my dear sir, it is 
useless to make an effort to induce the people generally to part with 
their surplus at schedule prices. Wheat is worth in all our markets 
from $15 to $25 and $30 per bushel; corn, $10 to $15, and bacon, $3.50 
to $4 per pound. Compared with these figures the schedule prices 
are Simply absurd. I have known for weeks that you could not get 
supplies in Georgia in sufficient quantities at these prices, and several 
weeks ago I addressed a letter * to the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
I authorized him to show you. If you have not seen it I would be 
glad if you would eall on him for it. It will put you fully in posses- 
sion of my poor opinions on this subject. My opinion is that you 
should entirely disregard the schedule prices and authorize your 
agents to buy supplies at any price, and should the planters refuse to 
sell impress peremptorily at prices approximating the market value. 
It is idle to expect to feed our armies at the prices fixed by commission- 
ers. It is wrong in principle and policy to compel citizens to part 
with their property at mere nominal rates. It will discourage pro- 
duction to a fatal degree and produce deep and widespread discontent 
toward the Government. Our producing territory is now so cireum- 
scribed that it will require great skill and industry to compel it to 
yield the requisite supplies under the most stimulating encourage- 
ment of remunerating prices. It will utterly fail to do so if the 
planters feel that they are to pay heavy taxes, State and Confederate, 
whilst the earnings of their labor are to be wrested from them at 
prices which will not remunerate. 


*See Johnson to Trenholm August 16, p. 594. 


an ; aie fe + 
t the reply to all this is that it will swell th 
s figure. Not so. The Government has the power o 
can bring back to the Treasury what it disburses. Andat 
great means of sustaining the currency is by adopting such — 
ation as will create a demand for it. High taxation will do this. — 
Yothing else will. High prices will justify as well as necessitate high 
taxes. The right of impressment is unquestionable; but it should 
not be resorted to except from necessity. Nor should the Govern- 
ment pursue a course which creates that necessity. The policy of maxi- 
mums will always create and continue that necessity. Impress- 
ment should be resorted to when the citizens refuse to sell for just 
compensation; that is, he should be compelled to sell, but beyond 
that the Government should not go. It should not compel sale at a 
price fixed far below the market value. It can impress, but it has no 
right to fix prices. The Constitution declares that compensation 
should be just. Is it just to take wheat and corn and bacon at 
schedule prices when these articles in market will readily command 
twice as much? I repeat, I would advise the abandonment of this 
whole schedule arrangement. I would impress provisions in every 
case where the planter refused to sell at market value. Do this and 
you will feed the armies, the people will be contented, and if the 
expenditure is great bring it back by taxation. Create a demand 
for Confederate money and it will appreciate. Keep down redun- 
daney by the joint operation of taxation and the sale of bonds. I —- — 
throw out these suggestions in no spirit of complaint. You know I 
am a friend to the Administration, and I trust I feel an honest and 
deep interest in the success of our struggle. It is far beyond dollars 

and cents. As a citizen, I am willing to submit to any sacrifice, as 

are thousands of others, but in what I have said I am prompted by a 
deep conviction that it is for the public good. Let not the Govern- 
ment stop to count dollars and cents when our existence is at stake. 
_ Feed the Army at any price. It will be part of the price of liberty. 

The people will pay the debt. If they refuse the Government will be 

free from censure, and they will but prove unworthy the boon of 

independence and good government. This can never be. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON. 


[First indorsement.] 


SEPTEMBER 26, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury. 
I dissent in toto, but submit for consideration and as an indication 
of the sentiment in Georgia. 
Dag Ae as 
Secretary. 
[Second indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 29, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War with 
thanks, and accompanied by the letter referred to by Hon. Mr. 
Johnson.* This was answered on the 8th September, but no copy 


was kept of the reply. 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


*See Johnson to Trenholm August 16, p. 594. 
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GREENVILLE, September 18, 1864. 
Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Richmond, Va.: 

DEAR SIR: Should it be deemed desirable, I could aid the Govern- 
ment to prepare and keep open a new port or ports which it would 
tax the powers of any enemy to take from us or to close. To do this 
would require fewer men and less means than are necessary for the 
defense of any of our ports with which I am acquainted. Quality 
more than quantity would be required, and many a man not fit for 
general field service would be just the man for this work. 

If our military authorities wish, I will go to Richmond; should my 
thoughts be favorably considered, they could then use me, or others, to 
carry out the plan. I may also be of some service otherwise to Gen- 
eral Bragg, for since I lost my regiment at the reerganization I have 
examined much of our coast and the interior of eur State, also the 
mountain region above us, all of which may form but a part of one 
whole in the coming defense of our country against Sherman. 

You may know little of me as a military man, but if you think it 
worth while to bring this to the consideration of General Bragg you 
can say that I served in Florida on the staff of a West Point graduate 
in 1836, and from that time to this I have studied as one does for a 
profession, and this with no view to personal ends, but that I might 
serve my country. If General Bragg knows that more than ten years 
ago I so interested Captain Cullum and Mr. Boutelle as to get them to 
examine with me the entire grounds and waters around Charleston 
with a view to their defense, he will understand that I must have had 
some thoughts on such subjects. 

As Colonel Harris (engineer) has been with me several times over 
ground that I have studied, he can say whether it may be worth the 
time of General Bragg (and I know what his time is worth) to listen 
to my proposition. 

General Gilmer has also been with me over ground that Ihad devoted 
much attention to (the Edisto and Branchville country), and he can 
say what he thinks. Colonel Gorgas, of the Ordnance, knew me in 
Charleston, and may have an opinion. I only mention these things 
that you may not be required to say anything for me which you do 
not yourself know. 

You can, I think, say that I am honest and earnest, and I say that 
I want nothing from the Government, but only seek to aid it. 

Yours, very respectfully, > 
LEWIS M. HATCH, 
For the present, Greenville, S. C. 


If they want to see me, and you do not deem it indelicate, you 
might ask for such an order as would give me transportation. I would 
pay my other expenses; but in this as you think best. 


[Indorsement.] 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg. Colonel Hatch is a gentle- 
man of much practical knowledge in the matter to which his letter 
relates, and of great energy and perseverance. 


G. A. TRENHOLM. 


i think he ought to have stated where the ports are to which he 
refers. 


__ Conscrivr ¢ 
Richmond, September . 
DUFFIELD, 3 Say 
sistant Adjutant-General, Bureaw of Conscription: x 
TAIN: The orders for the enrollment and assignment of free 


‘oes have been carried out as effectually as could be done under 
ircumstances. Many deserted and otherwise evaded the officers. 
class, like absconding men from the Army and those liable to 
ription, required to be forced into service by an active and effi- 
t guard. General Orders, No. 26, current series, has withdrawn 
the assistance which could be relied on, and not one in twenty 
ight-duty ” men can be made efficient as a guard. These remarks 
re made preliminary to a report which I desire to submit upon sev- 
communications referred to this office recently,.but which will be 
returned with report and explanation for the information of the sev- 
eral military bureaus. 

For the want of efficient and informed officers and the required 
number of clerks, reports and consolidated returns cannot be made 
as promptly as desired, and for that reason it will be some time before 
a complete return of the enrollment and assignment of free negroes 
is made; but the Bureau is assured that no time will be spared in for- 
_ warding promptly all the returns due from this office. Upon a general 
examination of the returns of the enrolling officers it is manifest that 
all the labor of this class which could well be has been withdrawn 
from the agricultural districts. 

The Niter and Mining Bureau desires every one that can be found. 
Colonel Corley, chief quartermaster Army of Northern Virginia, calls 
for 500, and the Engineer Bureau makes a requisition for a large force 
on the line of the Richmond and Danville and the South Side Rail- 

roads. General Walker, commanding the defenses on the Richmond 
and Danville Railroad, also calls for assistance from this class. The 
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department collecting forage in the 
_ Valley have received assistance, but are demanding more. Maj. J. G. 
_ Paxton, in charge of extensive operations for the Quartermaster’s 

Department at Lynchburg and in the Piedmont counties, is asking for 

aid. All the demands are pressing and of the most vital importance, 

and the number required by the officers making the requisitions for 

- them approximates, if it does not exceed, the whole number of free 
negroes within the military lines of the prescribed ages. I have 
deemed it advisable to submit these facts, in order that the Bureau 
may beinformed of the impossibility of supplying the existing 
demands, and I would further respectfully suggest, if it meets the 
approbation of the superintendent, that the statements herein con- 
tained may be submitted to the War Department or the bureaus 
requiring the labor. I have already replied to General Walker and 
to the local quartermasters, but suppose the Engineer Bureau and the 
chief quartermaster of the Army of Northern Virginia are not 
informed. 

Enrolling officers will be instructed to continue without any abate- 
ment of zeal or effort to forward every man of every class for duty, 
but I regret to say, for the want of responsible guards, I am appre- 
hensive many will elude their vigilance. 

Attention is respectfully invited to the inclosed copy of circular 
issued from this office September 7, requiring full and accurate 
returns from enrolling officers of the disposition made of this class of 


ee as eS 
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persons; also copy of instructions to enrolling officers to meet, if 
possible, the requisitions of General Gilmer. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ey: J. C. SHIELDS, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 
CIRCULAR t CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 


No. 60. Richmond, September 7, 1864. 

I. You will send in at once a full and perfect list of all male free 
negroes who have been enrolled in your district up to the 1st of Sep- q 
tember, giving descriptive list according to form in each ease, whether 
accepted by medical board, and when and whereassigned; if unassigned, 


state reasons. Receipts for these assignments must accompany this 
report unless already sent in. Many officers have failed to make any 
report whatever of this enrollment, or else have made it very imper- 
fectly, and it will be impossible for an intelligible return to be sent up 
from this office unless district officers will give this order their special 
attention. 

II. A separate report is likewise required of all negro slaves who 
have been impressed up to 1st of September, with descriptive lists 
and receipts, owner’s name and residence. 

By order of Lieut. Col. J. C. Shields, commandant: 

JAS. H. BINFORD, 
Tneutenant and Adjutant. 
(To District Enrolling Officers. ) 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT, 
Gordonsville, September 12, 1864. 
Col. JOHN C. PORTER: 
(Through Maj. W. B. Richards.) 

I have been informed that there are a number of free negroes now 
in Culpeper liable to conscription, and who are kept out merely by 
applications for detail made by some of their friends in Culpeper. 
These applications of course are only intended to delay the execution 
of the law, and are not even expected to be granted. And being 
without anything like a competent force to carry on the work neces- 
sary to save the large amount of Government forage thrown on my 
hands, and unable to procure negroes other than by impressment, I 
respectfully request that you send me an order upon Lieut. William 
C. Graves, enrolling officer for Culpeper, for the same. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EUSTACE GIBSON, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


[First indorsement. ] 


QUARTERMASTER’S OFFICE, 
Gordonsville, September 12, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to Col. J. C. Porter. 

Captain Gibson has charge of the forage department here. His 
duties are very heavy. I am unable to supply him with labor in con- 
sequence of the desertion of free negroes recently supplied to me. 

W. B. RICHARDS; JB., 
Major and Post Quartermaster. 


cae Barahns Couric Eten Bepiontes 1, 1864. — 

y petetred to the commandant to know if the ied _ 
Ve ulpeper, if there be any liable to duty, can be turned ? = 
0 Captain Gibson. . 
‘hot J. C. PORTER, 
Colonel and Enrolling Officer Eighth District. 


oe : [Third indorsement. | ne 
es ee CONSCRIPT OFFICE, r 
Richmond, September 20, 1864. ge 
= Benectfully veteecena to the Bureau of Conscription. 
s application under instructions of the Bureau can be disposed 
this office. The necessity for this labor in Culpeper and other 
ties recently coming again into our military lines to enable the 
uartermaster’s Department to collect forage presents reasons as 
urgent as the necessity made apparent in Colonel Corley’s application 
= 0 secure fuel for the same army for which the forage is intended. 
After securing the forage a transfer of the force to obtain fuel would 
be judicious, “put it is “believed that nearly all will desert if trans- 
_ ferred from their own sections. 
Unless otherwise instructed I will turn them over for a limited time 
to the Quartermaster’s Department for the collection of forage in the 
section referred to. 
: J. C. SHIELDS, 


Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


a {Inclosure No, 3.] 
Se ‘ ~ CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 19, 1864. 

Lieut. J. E. HEATH, 5; 

Enrolling Officer Fourth Congressional District : 

LIEUTENANT: The commandant directs that you furnish this office 

with an immediate report in compliance with Circular No. 60, current 
series, from this office, and that you report any free negroes in your 
district not yet assigned to Capt. W. G. Bender, Engineer Corps, at 

_ High Bridge, South “Side Railroad, furnishing descriptive lists and 
taking receipts, to be forwarded to ‘this office. 


=f am, lieutenant, very respectfully, &c., 
M. B. LANGHORNE, 
TIneutenant and Acting Adjutant. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 
CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 19, 1864. 
Capt. R. S. HENLEY, 
Enrolling Officer Fifth Congressional District : 

CAPTAIN: The commandant directs that you furnish this office with 
an immediate report in compliance with Circular No. 60, current 
series, from this office, and that you report any free negroes in your 
district not yet assigned to Lieut. J. D. Hunter, Engineer Bureau, at 
Wolf Trap Station, Richmond and Danville Railroad, furnishing 
descriptive lists and taking receipts, to be forwarded to this office. 


I am, captain, very respectfully, ; 
M. B. LANGHORNE, 


Lieutenant and Acting Adjutant. 


ae, — a 
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[Inclosure No. 5.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., September 14, 1864. 


Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following statement and recom- 
mendations thereon for your consideration and action: 

Capt. W. G. Bender, Engineers, in charge of the defenses on the 
Richmond and Danville and South Side Railroads, reports great defi- 
ciency of labor on the works now progressing at and near the various 
bridges on those roads, and particularly on the fortifications at the 
High Bridge over the Appomattox River, and the Banister River 
bridge. At the former there are only some thirty negroes, all free, 
and with that force it would require four months to complete the 
works contemplated at that point. At the latter point there will be, 
after the 15th of the present month, only about twenty-five free 
negroes. This Bureau attaches much importance to the defensive 
works along that line of railroad, and would respectfully urge the 
necessity of pressing them forward to completion. 

Captain Bender, the engineer in charge, is informed that there is a 
number of free negroes still in the counties adjoining the points to be 
fortified, and is very desirous of securing their services on the works. 
I therefore have the honor to request that the Bureau of Conscription 
be directed to conscribe for this purpose the free negroes liable to 
enrollment from nine counties named herein, and that they be 
assigned to labor as follows, to wit: Those from the counties of 
Appomattox, Prince Edward, Amelia, Buckingham, and Cumberland, 
to be ordered to report to Capt. W. G. Bender, Engineers, or to T. M. 
Hewitt, assistant engineer at High Bridge. Those from Charlotte, 
Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, and Halifax to report to Lieut. J. D. 
Hunter, Engineers, at Wolf Trap Station, Banister River. If the 
labor of the free negroes liable to conscription in those counties can 
be obtained it will, to a great extent, insure the speedy completion of 
the defenses at those points. 

I would also respectfully request, should the foregoing meet your 
approval, that the enrolling officers who conscribe the free negroes be 
directed to furnish to each negro at the time of enrollment a descrip- 
tive list, filled out in the usual form; this is desired in order to obvi- 
ate much difficulty which continually arises in determining the pay 
and allowances due to these negroes. It will enable the officer under 
whose charge they labor to give to each, when he is dismissed, a state- 
ment showing up to what time they have been paid and what allow- 
ances they have received, for the information of those under whom 
they may next serve; this list to be deposited in the hands of the 
officer in charge, to be returned by him at the expiration of time of 
service, with payments made and clothing issued indorsed on each. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief Engineer Bureau. 


[First indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1864. 
CONSCRIPTION BUREAU: 


The recommendations of this letter are approved and will be carried 
eA ae : 
out. ‘To every negro enrolled a descriptive list should be given by 


[Second |indorsement| 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, September 16, 1884. 


& mplian the i seaadeient of the ‘Secretary of War. Or 
_ By order of General Preston: Gees 
= . THOMAS PINCKNEY, Bei 


" Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


_ [Third indorsement.] 


CONSCRIPT OFFICE, | 
= Richmond, September 20, 1864. 
eetfally Pierced tothe Bureau of Conscription. 
a communication forwarded to the Bureau yesterday will be 
und all the information which can be given, and will enable General 
_ Gilmer to see that but a limited amount of labor can be procured 
from this class. The order of the Honorable Secretary of War has 
been communicated to the proper officers, as will appear by inclosures 
in the communication referred to. 

J. C. SHIELDS, 


Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Tallahassee, September 19, 1864. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of Florida: 
SIR: I have the honor to report that there have been organized and 
commissioned thirty-nine companies of State troops, embracing an 
aggregate of 2,780 men. Of this number 1,450 are mounted and 1,330 


infantry. 
I have the honor to be, Governor, very respectfully, your obedient 
:: servant, 
.. HUGH ARCHER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., September 19, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding, &c., ‘Char leston, S. C.: 

GENERAL: Your letter with regard to communications between 
yourself, the alleged Prussian consul, and General Foster, of the 
Federal Army, were referred to the Honorable Secretary of State, to 
whose cognizance the subject, as relating to foreigners, seemed most 
appropriately to belong.* After consideration he has addressed to the 


*For other correspondence on this subject, see Series I, Vol. XXXV, Part II, 
pp. 242, 248, 264. 
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alleged consul a letter, of which I inclose a copy and to which I invite 
your attention.* Should any similar communication from the same 
party, or any other person representing himself as charged with con- 
sular powers from any neutral nation, be addressed to you, it would 
be advisable for you before replying, or in any manner impliedly 
acknowledging the relations, to refer the subject for information as 
to the authority of the party. 

In reference to the foreigners who left Georgia under the orders of 
Governor Brown, it cannot be permitted that they should pass to or hold 
communication with the enemy. They are entitled and will be per- 
mitted to leave any of our ports for their own or any neutral country, 
but not to sail direct to the United States. It should be explained to 
them that the laws of war and of nations preclude such privileges 
as communicating with the enemy, and that whatever difficulties or 
expenses, beyond the ordinary fare of passage to neutral ports, are 
in no wise attributable to the action of our Government or authori- 
ties, but are due solely to the illegal blockade of the enemy and its 
toleration by neutral nations. As suggested by the Honorable Secre- 
tary of State, it may be well doubted whether the authority of the 
Governor of Georgia extended to the act of expulsion, and whether 
those parties having the privilege of free recourse to the courts were 
under the necessity of leaving their abodes in that State. Their con- 
dition, however, resulting from their yielding obedience to the man- 
date of the Governor excites sympathy and consideration. The 
Department will offer such ameliorations and relief as it can within 
the province of its powers. Any of these parties willing to take serv- 
ice as laborers and employés in the works of the Government may be 
employed at fair wages, and you are authorized to send such to the 
superintendents and workshops of the departments. Of course, as 
far as conveniently may be, you will prefer those within or nearest 
to your department. To others who may wish to go abroad pass- 
pore and such facilities as can be consistently rendered will be given 

y you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. | RICHMOND, VA., September 19, 1864. 
His Excellency M. L. BONHAM, 
Governor of the State of South Carolina, Columbia: 

Str: I have the honor to call your attention to a matter of publie 
interest, in which the harmony of action between the State and Con- 
federate governments is essential to the public welfare. 

In some of the States executive proclamations have been issued 
requiring all aliens within their limits to render military service or to 
depart from the State within a specified period. The language of these 
proclamations has been so general as to admit of no exceptions, and 
their effect has been in some instances to alarm alien mechanics and 
laborers employed in the Confederate workshops and factories, to 
induce them to abandon their employment, and to demand passports 
in order to return to their country. 

Skilled workmen, experts in various mechanical pursuits, indis- 
pensable in the foundries, laboratories, arsenals, machine-shops, and 

a 


* Not found. 


em. munity ‘on the eae of ee arms, : 
rants are now on their way to the Confederacy on ‘the faith of | 
e contracts. 

t is not doubted that the Governors of the several States who have 
is sued such proclamations entertained no intention of inter fering with 
mechanics and workmen in the Confederate military service. Men 
who are employed in manufacturing and preparing munitions of war 
and military supplies are as effectively engaged in the defense of the 
country, and should be as free from interference by the State authori- 
ties as the soldiers in the field. But the failure to indicate in the 
_ proclamations already issued that such men as are thus employed in 
the Confederate service are not intended to be embraced within the 
j terms of the proclamation has already given rise to the abandonment 


<= 


of work indispensable to the Army. 

[have therefore respectfully to request that in all cases where such 
proclamations have been or may hereafter be issued, the necessary 
notice be given that they do not apply to this class of aliens. 

In addressing to you this communication it is my purpose carefully 
to avoid raising any question that could produce a conflict between 
the General and State governments, and I therefore refrain from the 
expression of an opinion on the constitutionality of such exercise of 
power as is involved in these proclamations. It may not, however, be 
improper to invoke your consideration of the policy of banishing from 

-our country at a time when the services of every man are particularly 
valuable such aliens as have not acquired the residence which would 
subject them to military service, but who are willing to serve their 
country as artisans during the war. It is plain that the labor of all 
such as are usefully employed in the Confederate workshops, factories, 
and laboratories must be performed by some one, and if these 

-_ undomiciled foreigners are driven away their places must be supplied 

(if indeed they could be supplied at all) by men detailed from the 

_ Army; and the action of the State authorities would thus result in an 

effect precisely the reverse from that intended by them; it would 


we AM ee 


ae 


diminish instead of increasing the strength of the armies. Those aliens 

even who are laboring elsewhere than in the service of the Government 

are efficiently aiding our cause by services of great value in furnishing 

to our people many necessary articles, such as shoes, clothing, 
machinery, agricultural implements, and the like, which it is now so 
difficult to obtain from abroad. 

It is submitted that sound policy would require us to encourage 
during the war rather than prohibit the residence of such persons 
among us, even though they are not available for service in the field. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


(Same to Governor Vance, of North Carolina; Watts, of Alabama; 
Brown, of Georgia; Smith, of Virginia, and Milton, of Florida. ) 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, September 19, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary of War: 
Sir: The State of North Carolina has contracts with nearly all the 
cotton and woolen mills within her borders for a certain per cent, 


“ he 
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of their productions. I have imported material and machinery for 
them, and so far have supplied our troops with their fabrics at half 
the price paid by Confederate agents. General Lawton has, however, 
conceived the idea that the whole business of this State supplying her 4 
own troops must be broken up, no doubt for the reason that it is done 
better and cheaper than it could be done by him. Accordingly, details 
for hands in the factories have been refused and they are being sent 
to camp, unless they will break their contracts with the State and 
enter into others with General Lawton. I am in receipt of a letter 
announcing the suspension of an extensive factory this morning for 
that cause. 

I presume from the way in which I was treated about running the 
blockade, and the many impediments thrown in the way of the State 
quartermaster’s department generally, that General Lawton’s attempt 
to seize the whole business receives the countenance of the Confeder- 
ate Administration. If so, I would be glad to have it honestly avowed. 
If the Confederate and State governments are reduced to the disrepu- 
table position of scheming against each other and of oppressing when- 
ever one may happen to have the power over the other, I want to 
understand it when my time comes. “ 

North Carolina long ago made a contract with the Confederate States 
to furnish her own troops in the field, and to enable her to do this it 
was agreed that her own resources should be surrendered to her own 
agents. Notwithstanding, this was immediately disregarded and we 
have had to contend with Confederate agents in every market for 
every article, yet it is our boast and pride that we have nobly fulfilled 
the contract. It does not suit our convenience or notions of duty 
toward our soldiers to surrender everything now to Mr. Lawton and 
allow him to seize our mills by force after all that we have done to 
keep them up; nor have we ever refused to loan the surplus to the 
Confederate States after supplying our own troops. 

I will not undertake to show the impolicy of such a course, the mil- 
lions saved the Confederacy by the enterprise of the State, the com- 
fort added to the hard lot of our soldiers, nor any considerations of 
that character. 

But I beg you to pause before permitting General Lawton to oust 
North Carolina of her resources to clothe her troops in this manner. 
It will not be submitted to by, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


[Indorsement. ] 


SEPTEMBER 23, 1864. 
Referred to the Quartermaster-General for consideration and report 
on this extraordinary letter. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


[SEPTEMBER 21, 1864.—For Special Orders, No. 224 (paragraph 
XLIt), Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, directing the PapPeer: 
ue a slaves in the State of Virginia for service in the Army of 

orthern Virginia for the term of thirty days, see Series I, Vol. XLII 
Part Il, p. 1268. ] Tee 
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CONFEDERATE AUTHORITIES. 673 
RicHMonND, September 21, 1864. 


Paris: ; 
At the instance of the Secretary of the Treasury estimates have 
recently been submitted of the wants of the various bureaus abroad in 
sterling for a period of six months. After crediting on the estimate of 
this Bureau what it was thought could reasonably be expected under 
existing contracts, there remained the sum of £395,000. For this it is 
understood a warrant will issue in your favor, by which the funds 
will be made available as they may accumulate, through the sales of 
cotton, or bonds, or from any other sources. In this connection I can 
- only commend Major Ferguson and the important interests of this 
_ department to a continuance of the favorable regard you have 
extended to both in the past. The diminished resources of the coun- 
try make this department more than ever dependent upon the foreign 
_ supply, especially in connection with the articles of leather, station- 
ery, and woolen materials of every description, all of which are 
required by this branch of the service in large quantities. I have 
also instructed Major Ferguson in regard to machinery required for 
the manufacture of blankets and field transportation. I doubt not 
that the Treasury Department, aided by the arrangement recently 
_ effected by you with Collie & Co., will be able to meet this foreign 
demand. - 

_ Major Waller has been instructed to suspend further purchases in 
the islands. Major Ferguson, it is thought, can buy to more advan- 
tage in the English market, especially on the score of quality. Owing 
to recent charges and the division of the proceeds of cotton to you, 
Major Waller is now heavily in debt and without any expectation of 
payment save through you. He probably owes over £30,000, exclus- 
ive of his purchases from Mr. Austin, for which he was authorized by 
you to draw at four months. I have instructed him to report the 
exact amount to you, and I must ask, out of a fair regard for the 
credit of the Government, that you extend to him all the facilities in 
your power to close up these old transactions. Some of the creditors 
are already a little impatient. 

Should Mr. Sharp require some £500 more to complete his pur- 
chases please let him have it. 

The Davis and Fitzhugh contract expires at an early day. In the 
meantime the deliveries will be subjected to a careful inspection. 
Can you arrange in any way to secure an inspection in England by 
Major Ferguson? I much prefer deliveries under the Rosenberg con- 
tract, and hope that they may not be superseded by the supposed 
advantages of the Davis and Fitzhugh contract. It was not contem- 
plated that this department should be charged with the pay, &e., of 
officers abroad, as no provision was made for the payment; still, a-;war- 
rant is forwarded to you at your request for £839 11s. 4d. to close 


your account. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
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Maj. J. B. FERGUSON, ~ wha ise ate 3. = 
Quartermaster : aati: 


(Care Fraser, Trenholm & Co., Liverpool.) : Sb it ae 
Str: Major Waller has just been directed to suspend purchases in - 


the islands. As all the funds now provided by the Treasury Depart-_ 
ment are realized through Mr. McRae, it is preferred that you should 
expend the same, as every assurance is felt that you will be able in 
dealing with the manufacturers themselves to purchase better mate- 
rial and at lower prices. Provision, however, will have to be made for 
Major Waller’s debts, amounting, it is thought, to over £30,000. For 
this he must look to Mr. McRae, and you will please give him any 


assistance in your power to close up the past. You ask that cotton 


may be shipped to you, so that you may realize on the same through 


the firm of Gilliat & Co. All shipments on account of the bureaus 


separately have ceased. All cotton now goes out on account of the 
Treasury Department and the proceeds pass to the credit of Mr. 
McRae. 

At the instance of the Secretary of the Treasury the several bureaus 
submitted estimates showing their wants in sterling for six months. 
The estimate of this department, after crediting the yield of existing 
contracts, was £395,000. It isunderstood that a warrant will issue for 
that amount in favor of Mr. McRae, by which the fund will be made 
available to you, as money may be realized by the sale of cotton or of 
bonds or from any other source. 

You will continue to press forward your purchases as rapidly as 


possible. Should you experience no disappointment in the receipt of - 


funds you will purchase liberally of material for officers’ uniforms, of 
stationery, and leather. Let the last be of the very best quality, and 
include harness, upper, and sole. You need not contract for blue cloth 
for pants, as the gray makes up to more advantage. You had also 
better purchase woolen cloths, or flannels, or felt hats in lieu of socks, 
as we can manufacture the latter from cotton yarn. A cheap and 
serviceable felt hat would be very acceptable to the Army. In other 
respects you are fully advised as to its winter wants, and will continue 
to purchase and ship, as heretofore, of the best quality of blankets, 
bluchers, and gray cloths, with a fair proportion of trimming. 

Should Mr. Sharp require more funds to complete his purchases, 
aid him in getting the same from Mr. McRae. The latter advises that 
you have received all of the warrant sent you for £85,000. 

What about the cotton sent to Major Huse by the Thorburn line? 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


RICHMOND, September 21, 1864. 
Maj. R. P. WALLER, 


Saint George, Bermuda: 


Sir: I have just written to you fully in regard to suspending further 
purchases in the islands, and the provision made for the payment of 
your present indebtedness at Nassau. I think it advisable to be more 
explicit on one point. Do not on the authority received from Mr. 
McRae purchase further of the stock held by Mr. Samuel Austin. I 
was willing at one time to take the whole lot, valued at some £40,000 
payable in cotton, but if they are to be paid for by Mr. McRae in 


- to leave the expenditure o 
Fer. or Cameron, at Wilmi 


Ri, 


04 


nds. Piease send to Major Cameron some samples of the 
hose markets afford, with advices from time to time as to the 
es’ current; it will aid his judgment. Any special information 
; may glean touching purchases under that contract will be 
acceptable. 

_ Did you ever purchase in Nassau all the articles on the list carried 
— out by Mr. Thomas Sharp, which you assumed to purchase, and for 
which purpose the sum of £500 was retained by you out of his draft? 
If not, inform that he may provide the same. 


_ to shipments via and from Havana to. Mobile. In shipping to Wil- 
- mington'do all you can to secure first-class vessels in point of speed 
and reliable management, as that goes far to insure the cargoes. The 
heavy shipment made by you in the steamer Owl arrived safely and 
is now in quarantine at Wilmington. 


quadruplicate vouchers. Inregard to your own account, about which 
you inquire, you can charge that up for the time you have been in the 
islands, with commutation for quarters and fuel at the rates pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of War. Sea transportation to Nassau you 
ean charge up at its actual cost to you in gold. 

Please report at an early day to what extent and on what terms 
leather of the best quality, harness, upper, and sole, can be purchased 
in the islands. It is thought it may be drawn advantageously from 
Nova Scotia. How will that market compare with the European ? 

t A. R. LAWTON, 
% Quartermaster- General. 


a 


x 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 73. t Richmond, Va., September 22, 1864. 

I. The generals of reserves will hereafter control the enrolling 
officers and conduct the business of conscription and enrollment in 
their respective States, under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
through the Conscript Bureau. 

II. Commandants of conscripts and of camps of instruction will 
be under the direction of the generals of reserves. 

III. As soon as practicable all officers and men now employed in 
the enrolling service, whether as enrolling officers, conscript guards, 
clerks, or otherwise, except such as are retired or assigned to light 
duty by the medical boards, will be relieved by details from the 
reserve forces and sent to the field. 

IV. All applications for exemption and detail will be transmitted, 
through the generals of reserves, to the superintendent of the 
Bureau of Conscription for decision. The office of Congressional dis- 
trict enrolling officer is abolished, and communications from local 
enrolling officers will be transmitted through the commandants of 
conscripts to the generals of reserves. An officer may be assigned 
to duty in each Congressional district by the generals of reserves as 
inspector of conscription. 

V. The reports required to be furnished the Bureau of Con- 
scription by paragraph X, General Orders, No. 57, Adjutant and 


ect at times supplies delivered under the “Davis and Fitz ugh © 
AG Most if not all their deliveries have been purchased in 


Recent occurrences make unnecessary any instructions in regard 


There can be no risk in sending forward your accounts, as you hold | 
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authority should be reported, and when all men so absent have been 


Offi 


where it is supposed he may 1d, 1 r info 
may lead to his prompt arrest. The attention of regimenta 
company ofticers is especially directed to the terms of that ord 
and their compliance therewith required. Only those men whe 
have deserted or are absent from their commands without proper 


reported, it will be only necessary to report those who subsequently 
absent themselves, until a return of the action taken by the enroll- 
ing officer is received, by the officer reporting such desertion or — 
absence. 

VI. Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 67, current series, is_ 
amended by striking out the words ‘‘will not be amolested without a 
special order,” and inserting the following language, ‘‘ will be allowed 
to retain it on showing such right.” : 


By order: ’ 
S. COOPER, ; 
Adjutant and Inspector General. | 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 225. Richmond, September 22, 1864. 
* * * * * * 6 


III. The ten companies composing the organization known as Pick- 
ett’s regiment Alabama cavalry, Roddey’s command, will constitute 
the Tenth Regiment Alabama Cavalry, the field officers of which will 
be appointed by the War Department. 

- * * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

. JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


C. 8. ARMory, Richmond, September 22, 1864. 
Col. J. GORGAS, 
Chief of Ordnance: 

COLONEL: I beg to present for your information a list of rifle 
muskets manufactured North, and their places of manufacture: 

Springfield U. S. rifle, manufactured at Springfield, Mass. 

Philadelphia U. S. rifle, manufactured at Philadelphia, Pa. 

Bridesburg U. 8. rifle, manufactured at Bridesburg, Pa. 

Park, Snow & Co. U. S. rifle, manufactured at Meriden, Conn. 

Colt U. 8. rifle, manufactured at Hartford, Conn. 

Whitney U.S. rifle, manufactured at Whitneyville, Conn. 

Wm. Muir & Co. U.S. rifle, manufactured at Windsor Locks, Conn. 

Norwich U. 8. rifle, manufactured at Norwich, Conn. 

L. G. & Y. U.S. rifle, manufactured at Windsor, Vt. 

Providence Tool Company U. S. rifle, manufactured at Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

EK. Robinson U. S. rifle, manufactured at New York. 

U. A. Co. U.S. rifle, manufactured at New York. 

Remington U. 8. rifle, manufactured at Ilion, N. Y. 

Watertown U.S. rifle, manufactured at Watertown, Mass. 


01 aie Oe reanataetaned a7 plage not kn 
ifle, Peoaatiabhnred at Norfolk, Va. 
or 1g the old arms received in this armory for repairs during the 


da interchanging with the Richmond rifle musket except in loek- 
nd mainspring, which have been altered in the Northern arms. 


t probably will not fall short of 5, 000 : arms per day. 

Iam, colonel, your very obedient servant, 
be S. ADAMS, : 
aS. ; Master Armorer. 
“shy [First indorsement.] 
S OCTOBER 16, 1864. 
a eepeotinlly forwarded to the President for notice. 


in this respect. We are not making an average of 100 arms per day 

in the Confederacy, though we have machiner: y enough to make 300 
_ (ineluding pistols), and would soon have the workmen if they could 
remain undisturbed. 

I cannot help thinking that the policy of the War Department 
ought to be modified so far as to appropriate to this duty 500 or 600 
men liable to military duty. This, with the exempts, would form a 

sufficient force. It would be necessary to relieve them from all mili- 
_ tary duty and attach them permanently to this duty. 

J. GORGAS, 
= Chief of Ordnance. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OCTOBER 18, 1864. 


Secretary of War for examination and report. * 
Ae OS 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
aig 226, genes, Repieeer 28, 1864, 
6: 7 * * * 
. XXIV. The Third Battalion Local Sei Troops eae been 
increased to ten companies, will from this day be known as the Third 
Regiment Local Defense Troops. 
 o*# * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


COLLECTOR’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF NEW ORLEANS, 
Tangipahoa, La., September 28, 1864. 
Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
instruction of the 12th ultimo, together with the letter of A. G. 


*In this connection see Special Orders, No, 228 (paragr ph TV), Adjutant and 
Inpector General’s Office, Series I, Vol. XLII, Part II, p.- 1293. 


month I have noticed the above arms from a variety of man- 
ing establishments, all of them made after the U. S. ’55 model 


uppose there are in the North (including breech-loading) not less — 
n thirty-eight armories, all on a large scale, and their total prod- | 


_ This paper exhibits a most marked contrast to our own condition — 


. 


Semmes, to which my special attention was directed. 
Government appears to be indebted for the informati 
the letter of Mr. 8. to his-failure in procuring one 0 rat 
contracts to which he refers, and though the forces cited were imper- 
fectly understood and stated, the latter expresses the_ general com- 
plaint and dissatisfaction of those who from loyalty or inability have — 
not participated in this contraband traffic. This population may be 
divided into three classes: Those who have been directly or indirectly 
concerned in this trade; those who desire to do so, but are unable, 
and those who abstain from considerations of loyalty and-respect for 
law, the latter being an honored but almost invisible minority. In 
my correspondence with the Department for nearly two years past I 
have repeatedly and more explicitly stated all these facts. In the 
note referring the letter of Mr. Semmes to you, Mr. Seddon remarks: 

Probably the best mode of preventing the trade would be to establish along the — 
military frontier collecting districts, and to instruct the collectors to exert all 
their powers to prohibit the tradé and to call upon the military for assistance. 


The first suggestion is impracticable, because it implies the estab- 
lishment of a line of pickets by this department on the whole frontier. 
The second is precisely what I have been aiming to do—that is, mak- 
ing the military pickets auxiliary to this department, but which it 
will require an order from the Secretary of War direct to put in prac- 
tice. I have from the beginning called upon the military to do this 
without effect. Z 

In regard to the disposal of the cotton belonging to the Government 
I know of none in this locality, and being ignorant of its wants or 
policy I do not feel warranted in expressing any opinion entitled to 
weight or consideration. Should, however, further reflection or an 
interview with General Hodge give me any strong convictions on the 
subject I will venture to submit them. 

In regard to the exchange of sugar produced near the Mississippi 
for the commissary east of Pearl River, it seems to me it will be a 
difficult matter and can only be done by seizure and impressment, as 
the sugar, if left to the laws of trade, would find its natural market 
in New Orleans, unless the Government could prevent the greater 
attraction of offering its cotton in exchange. I think, too, the 
amount within our reach must be very small, as a sort of retributive 
fatality seems to have followed the cultivation of plantations by 
peonage, or hired freedmen, within or near the lines of the enemy. 
Last year those who hired plantations to cultivate sugar met with 
heavy losses, and this year, with the tempting prospects of high prices, 
they rushed madly into cotton, which the army worm, particularly on 
the alluvial lands, has literally swept from the face of the earth, in 
some instances hundreds of acres scarce making a bale. 

In relation to trade with the enemy, I have not only endeavored to 
enforce the law of February 6, 1864, but the law of May 19, 1862, by 
Incessant remonstrance and notification to the military authorities, 
and I can truly say that my organization, however much it has failed 
to cover the whole ground, has been the principal barrier to this 
trade, in proof of which I beg leave to refer to my letters of the 13th 
and 27th of November, 1863, and accompanying report. 

Though at that time I could, by the mere moral force of my office, 
stop a whole train of wagons, to such an extent has the demoralization 
increased that the same attempt now would probably endanger my 
life. No law or regulation can be enforced except by the exhibition 
of military power. 


TES. 
eneral Hodge had assumed the command of 
a letter to him, copy of which is inclosed, mar 


st 2, 1864, and yet under date of the 13th instant a permit was 
» 4S per copy inclosed, marked B, in which no objection to 
procure a clearance from this office or to pay the export duty is 
expressed, nor has any import duty been paid on any goods furnished 
y these contractors. It is also to be noted in relation to this permit 
if wagons carrying cotton under it do not meet a picket, or the 
picket fails to indorse it, an unlimited amount may be carried out 
under a permit to export a few bales, and I am credibly informed that 
cotton is now being hauled in every direction to the lines of the 
enemy. e : 
_ Ido not refer to these facts to complain of General Hodge, but to 
_exculpate myself from any want of vigilance or remissness in the dis- 
charge of my duty. I am bound to presume that General Hodge is 
acting according to his instructions, or that he is doing all he can to 
enforce the law on this subject, and that if he is unable to do so it 
is because the accumulated tendency to traffic on an extended bor- 
der, restrained, as it were, only by a long and leaky levee, has at length 
culminated in a crevasse which it is impossible to check or control 
until the cotton has all flowed out, which is perhaps the best thing 
that could happen, if happen it must. 

It is extremely difficult in the exercise of a ‘‘ benevolent disere- 
tion” to bend the right lines of the law to individual cases. ' The fron- 
tier or border classes are here considered rather the favored ones, for 

- though alternately protected and raided on by both parties, they are 
said to be repaid an hundredfold as the intermediaries in the exag- 
gerated profits of this border traffic; and as it is not the really worthy 

and needy who are the first to partake of these beneficent provisions 
of the Government, if I may be permitted a homely illustration, it is 
like attempting to feed a weakly pig at the common trough, who is 
likely to perish before his lusty fellows become sufficiently gorged to 
give him room. If I was invested to-day with the authority to give 
permits to ship a few bales of cotton to all who should prove them- 
' selves in want, there is hardly a man, woman, or child in this district 
who would not prove, by moral and legal evidence, that they required 
it—the poor to satisfy absolute wants, the affluent to supply the 
vacuum created by impressments and voluntary or compulsory 
hospitality. 

I duly appreciate your kind offer to approve my nomination of a 
deputy collector should the business of my department require it, 
but I think all that it is possible or practicable to do may be done by 
inspectors of the revenue, whom I have appointed and suspended from 
time to time as occasion required. 

I have endeavored to administer my office without unnecessary 
parade or expense. All the additional service I may need would be 
mostly itinerary, when the patty would be subjected to great priva- 
tions and hard fare, to which I could not with propriety invite the 
gentlemen you have suggested. 

Itis, moreover, very difficult fora stranger out of the Army to subsist 
here, and I have only been able to do so by a small farming interest 
I had near here before the war and the services of a few servants. 

Since writing the foregoing a party who had a load of cotton seized 
by my orders placed in my hands Special Orders, No. 11, of September 


: 
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‘same time inclosing to him copy of your letter to me of 


Ly 


odge, a 
the author 


of property of any kind within the mili ‘ 
and no citizen is to be molested in any disposition as to locali 
desires to make of his property,” this department ought not to be =. 
responsible for any infractions of the law prohibiting the transporta- 
tion of cotton toward the lines of the enemy, though I shall continue — 


to exert all the efforts in my power to enforce the laws and regulations — 4 


as enjoined upon me. | 4 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your .obedient 
servant. ; : 
F. H. HATCH, 

Collector. 


[First indorsement. ] 


OCTOBER 1, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Respectfully referred to Honorable Secretary of War, and his © 
co-operation earnestly requested in the efforts to arrest this unlawful 
traffic. The orders of General Hodge, if not attended with some safe- 
guards, will reopen the door wide for all the irregularities hitherto so 

loudly complained of. I would respectfully recommend that orders, 
such as that marked B, should embody a condition that the cotton ~ 
should be allowed to pass only when it is indorsed upon the order by 
an officer of the customs that the export duty has been paid; and 
that no payment should be made to contractors for goods except upon 
the exhibition of a certificate from the collector that the import dutiés 
have been paid. I respectfully request that instructions to this effect 
may be sent to General Hodge. 

G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OCTOBER 16, 1864. 
Let a letter be written to General Hodge suggesting that the duties 
on cotton exported under the contracts of the Department or com- 
manders, and the goods imported, should all be required to pay duties, 
and that his action should secure such course. 
JAS 


[Third indorsement.] 


Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 


I do not think that the officers in command in Mississippi or on the 
Gulf of Mexico can be trusted to regulate the cotton trade. I would 
not allow them to grant permission even for the purpose of collecting 
supplies. Experience has shown that they cannot or will not manage 
the matter judiciously, and there are pernicious and extensive conse- 
quences from bad management 

[ Incomplete. ] 
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_COLLECTOR’S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF NEW ORLEANS, 
Tangipahoa, La., September 4, 1864. 
¢. Gen. GEORGE B. HopGsr, 
 Comdg. Dist. of Southwest Miss. and East La., Clinton, La.: 
_ GENERAL: I have the pleasure to inclose herewith covy of a letter 
_ just received from the Secretary of the Treasury clearly defining the 
_ law relative to the exemption of articles from import duty. This has 
_ always been my opinion and the policy I have endeavored to carry 
— out, but hitherto have been unable to do so for the want of that 
cordial and active co-operation on the part of the military authorities 
alike expected by the Government and commanded by the public 
interests. The reason for that indisposition to aid this department 
it is, perhaps, not my province to determine, but I sincerely trust 
that under your administration of the district this will be remedied, 
though I am quite sensible of its demoralized condition and the her- 
culean and almost impossible task before you. 

In a condition of war I am dependent almost solely upon the 
military for protection and aid in the discharge of my official duties 
and to enable me to execute the laws and to carry out the instruc- 
tions of the Treasury Department. I have respectfully to request 
that you will instruct all officers in your district appointed to receive 
dutiable articles furnished by army contractors to take possession of 
such goods and the invoices accompanying and to forward the 
invoices under seal to this office or to an officer of this department, 
but not to release or accept delivery of the goods until a certificate 
is furnished from this department certifying that the duties have 
been paid. This course I regard as alike important to the interests 
of your department and mine, in view of the fact that large quanti- 
ties of inferior @oo0ds are being introduced, likely to be palmed off on 
the Government or sold on speculation, without paying the duties 
established by law. ‘ 

In this connection permit me to suggest that for convenience and ~ 
protection this department should be under the supervision of one 
inspector, lest goods rejected at one point should be received at 
another, a thing. which I have reason to believe has already been ~ 
done. Major Ravesies, assigned to local work at Osyka, would be a 
most suitable officer to take the general charge of this business. He 
is eapable and reliable. 

I have also to request that you will instruct all officers and soldiers 
of your command to seize and report to this department all merchan- 
dise brought into this district on which the duties have not been 

aid. 
: If military permits are granted to export cotton, I beg that you will 
continue the practice heretofore adopted of first requiring a certifi- 
cate from this office that the export duties have been paid. 

Tendering you that cordial co-operation which should characterize 
the relations between officers of co-ordinate branches of the public 
service, , 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. H. HATCH, 
Collector. 
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Hpers. SOUTHWEST MISSISSIPPI AND East LOUISIANA, | 
: wt Liberty, September 13, 1864. 
Thompson, Thayer, and Adams, having contracted with the officers 


of the Confederate States Government to deliver certain supplies, and — 


having delivered supplies to the amount of $6,239.29, as evinced by 


the receipt of the agent of Capt. A. C. Herndon, chief quartermaster _ 4 


of this district, and said goods having been approved and passed by 
the board of officers appointed to inspect and appraise the same, the 
said Thompson, Thayer, and Adams are permitted to pass through 
the lines forty-six bales of cotton of their own property, with the 
understanding that upon the return of Captain Herndon from depart- 
ment headquarters they will obtain from him a requisition for the same 
number of bales upon the produce loan agent of the Confederate 
States Government. The pickets will pass that amount of cotton, but 
each officer commanding a picket through which said cotton passes 
will indorse on this permit the number of bales passed, and they will 
be careful to see that only forty-six bales pass, and the officers passing 
the last lot will return this permit to these headquarters. 
By order Brigadier-General Hodge: 
: N. T. N. ROBINSON, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


C. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. District OF HOMOCHITTO, 
1 ame le Inberty, Miss., September 11, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


5. The military officers of this district are reminded that no 
restrictions are to be imposed upon the transit or removal of property 
within the military lines of this command. No citizen will be molested 
in any disposition as to locality he desires to make of his property, 
except in attempts to pass it through the lines in the direction of the 
enemy. Where cotton or tobacco,is found under circumstances which 
create a reasonable suspicion that it is to be illegally passed over to 
the enemy it will, in accordance to the laws of Congress and the orders 
of the War Department, be seized and turned over to the nearest 
Confederate States district marshal. 

By order: GEO. B. HODGE, 

Brigadvwer- General. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., September 23, 1864. 
Surg. RICHARD Ports, 
Medical Purveyor, Montgomery, Ala.: 

Str: You are directed to purchase for the use of the Medical Depart- 
ment all the apple brandy that can be obtained in your district at a 
price not to exceed $35 per gallon, and as much less as possible. You 
will instruct your purchasing agents to make it appear that they are 


buying on private account. It. is believed if it were known that the 


Government was the purchaser the price would be materially enhaneed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5S. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


‘J 


_ _ ss RICHMOND, Va., September 23, 18¢ 
+. B. HODGE, en 

Liberty, via Summit, Miss.: 

@ no power to authorize such trade with the enemy. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


ae _ RicHmonp, September 23, 1864. 
Mr. THOMAS SHARP, f 

: Bonded Agent, Quartermaster’s Department: = 

(Care J. B. Ferguson, Manchester, England. ) 

_ §$1ir: Your report in regard to the progress made in purchasing 

_ machinery for the manufacture of army shoes has been received. I 
am gratified to see that you have succeeded in purchasing so fairly 

_ withthe means at your command, and your investment in the machin- 

ery for making sewed shoes, favored as they are in the French service, 

is approved. I hope all will come safely in. Be careful to assort the 
machinery and divide it in shipment, and in forwarding the same be 

sure to secure from Bermuda some in the fastest vessels. Let it be 
marked so that its character can be readily ascertained, and forward 
invoices in advance, so that the freight can be distributed from: Wil- 
mington. Be sure that the articles, for the purchase of which Major — 
Waller retained £500 of your money, are had, and should you need 

an addition to your present means to secure them or other desirable 

| pieces of machinery do not hesitate to call upon Major Ferguson or 

‘ Mr. McRae for it. You should by all means send in a liberal supply 

f of shoemakers’ tools for field use and shoemakers’ findings. In this 
connection I will add that Major Ferguson has been written to to pur- 

chase leather. The receipt of this machinery will increase the con- 
sumption of that material, and it becomes important to secure some 


4 from abroad, especially as it can be had thoroughly tanned. Your 
’ experience may aid Major Ferguson in the purchase, and it would 
; be well for you to bring a large lot of carefully selected leather in 
with you. 


~The machinery for the manufacture of blankets should be secured 
by all means. To cover risk of passage and to increase the produc- 
tion for which you have estimated, four sets had better be purchased. 
Ata cost of £2,300 each it will prove an excellent investment, and 
they will serve to make the Confederacy independent of the foreign 
market and of the contingencies of the blockade. The value of this 
machinery will be enhanced if a knowledge of the process of extract- 
ing wool from rags, which you state has proved a success, can be had 
on reasonable terms. Submit this matter to Major Ferguson, and 
between you the authority is-conferred to purchase this knowledge at 
a fair price, or to secure, if need be, the services of the party to whom 
you refer as cognizant of the process, provided, of course, the latter 
involves no extravagance. Any process by which from one ton of 
rags half a ton of wool can be extracted at a cost of 1 pence a pound 
will prove of great value to the Confederacy. 

As wool is searee in the Confederacy, it will be better to purchase 
but one machine for the manufacture of blankets, unless the process 
referred to can be had and be relied upon to increase the quantity. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


684 F CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. we 


. RIcHMOND, September 23, 1864. 

Maj. J. B. FERGUSON, : a 
Quartermaster, Manchester, England: 

Str: I have just written to Mr. Thomas Sharp fully upon the sub- 
ject of machinery for the manufacture of blankets. He has been 
directed to confer with you, and you will please do all you can to 
arrange for its purchase. You must exercise your discretion in con- 
nection with making available the process of extracting wool from 
rags. If it has proved a success in England it will be of great prac- 
tical value here. It may even be of service in the manufacture of 
cloth. 

I inclose for your information and action, should circumstances 
permit, requisitions for articles needed by the field transportation 
branch of this department and by the Signal Corps, for the wants of 
which I am expected to provide. Astime goes on and you see that 
the estimate referred to in my last communication is in a fair way 
to be responded to, you will endeavor to provide the articles called 
for, and in the event of making shipments you will be particular 
to advise this office respecting the same, and in a manner that will 
enable it to identify the supplies, and so control their destination 
from Wilmington. 

In referring as I did in my previous communication to the advan- 
tage of purchasing all gray cloths instead of part blue, I included 
material for soldiers as well as officers. 

The necessities of officers are so great that there is no necessity to 
purchase the first quality of cloth. The question has become one 
rather of quantity, due regard being had to wearing properties. The 
same is to some extent true of stationery. If any material economy 
can be effected and so the quantity of purchase increased by buying 
a plain but serviceable article, it had better be done. A further sav- 
ing as to stationery may be effected by purchasing letter paper, full 
note size. 

A few thousand yards of officers’ cloth—say 5,000—and a limited 
quantity of stationery, each of superior quality, might be sent in for 
special purposes. Some water-proof material will be acceptable, and 
there is no article more serviceable to the Army for fall and winter 
wear than the flannel or worsted shirts, or the material for their 
manufacture. 

The water-proof material must be postponed to an abundant sup- 
ply of woolen goods, as also must the inclosed requisition. * 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, September 23, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor M. L. BONHAM, 
Columbia, S. O.: 

DEAR Sir: The Legislatures of the various States will soon be in 
session. It will become them to take such steps in aid of the com- 
mon cause as the perilous and straightened condition of the country 
demands. The great evil of desertion must be broken up, if possible; 
provision must be made to feed the poor, and the feeble and despond- 
ing must be encouraged and inspired with hope; and, beyond all 


* Not found. 


quiry. 
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it to look after these. There are also numbers engaged in the 
various State departments who might be spared. And there is yet a 
large class of State officers in all the States withheld from service, not 
only on account of the necessity for them in administering the goy- 
- ernments, but also because the principle of States sovereignty ren- 
_ dered it improper to allow the Confederate Government to conseript 
them. This latter class I suppose to be quite numerous in all the 
_ States, and could there be a way prescribed to put at least a portion 
_ of them into service without injuring the efficiency of the State gov- 
— ernments, and without infringing upon the rights of the States and 
their dignity as sovereigns, they would constitute quite a material 
re-enforcement to our hard-pressed armies. It seems indeed desirable 
beyond doubt. However, it is especially desirable that action on 
this and all kindred matters should be uniform, or as nearly so as 
possible. It would avoid much discontent for every man to know 
that he was required to do only that which every one else has to do, 
and that the burdens of the war are fairly distributed. In order to 
attain this uniformity, as well as to consult on any other matter of 
possible concern which might present itself, I beg leave respectfully 
to suggest a meeting of all the Southern Executives on this side of the 
Mississippi at some such point as Augusta, Ga., during the coming 
month of October, when and where some general plan of action might 
be agreed upon for the relief of the country, and recommended to our 
several Legislatures. Should such a suggestion meet with favor at 
your hands, I would be greatly pleased to hear from you in regard to 
the time and place of meeting. Any time, so far as I can now see, 
will suit me, and any place within three days’ travel by rail. 
I am, Governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


(Letters of the same tenor with the preceding one were to-day sent 
to the Governors of Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Ten- 
nessee, and Virginia. ) 
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[SEPTEMBER 24, 25, and 28, 1864.—For correspondence between 

Whiting and Vanee, in relation to the organization of North Carolina 

- troops for the defense of Wilmington, &c., see Series I, Vol. XLII, 
Part II, pp. 1282, 1289, 1300. ] 


[SEPTEMBER 25, 1864.—For General Orders, No. 75, Trans-Missis- 
sippi, Department, placing the Reserve Corps under control of the 
superintendent of the Conscription Bureau, see Series I, Vol. XLI, 
Part III, p. 955. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, )} CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 75. Richmond, Va., September 26, 1864. 
I. The troops raised under the act of Congress approved February 
17, 1864, styled ‘‘ Reserves,” constitute a peculiar force, auxiliary to, 
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put in a measure distinct from, 1 ul 
exclusively under the orders of the ge 0. d to t 
command in theseveral States, subject to the following modifications: — 

When a commander of active forces requires the reserves as re-en- 
forcements, application will be made to the Secretary:of War, or _ 
directly to the general commanding the reserves; and when reserves 
are assigned in pursuance of such application to a district, depart- 
ment, or army commander they become, during the period of. such 
assignment, subject to his control to the extent that he alone will 
direct their military movements, determine all applications for fur- 
lough, and be responsible for their being furnished with the neces- 
sary supplies, equipments, &c.; but questions appertaining to their 
permanent organization into companies, battalions, and regiments, 
the grant of discharges, details, &c., will at all times be determined 
by the general commanding reserves. . 

When reserves are assigned to the active forces by the War Depart- 

ment its order will be necessary for their recall; but when transferred 
by the general commanding reserves he may recall them at his discre- 
tion, the orders therefor being transmitted through the commander 
of the district, department, or army in which such reserves may be 
serving; but if their detention be deemed by him indispensable he 
shall immediately submit the question to this office for the decision 
of the War Department, in the meantime retaining the reserves 
affected by such orders. 
_ During the assignment of reserves with the active forces the com- 
manding officer will have punctually transmitted to the general com- 
manding reserves a monthly return of such reserve troops, similar to 
that required by paragraph 445, Army Regulations, to be made to the 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 

Whenever reserves are serving with active forces no discrimination 
in the issue of rations and supplies of camp equipage between the two 
ciasses of troops will be permitted. 

II. The following prices, being the average of late schedules estab- 
lished by commissioners for the States east of the Mississippi River, 
with cost of transportation included, will be charged for subsistence 
stores sold to officers under the act of February 17, 1864, and wmend- 
ments, in Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana until further orders: 

Bacon, $2.50 per pound; fresh beef, 70 cents per pound; flour, $40 
per barrel; corn-meal, $4.50 per bushel of 50 pounds; rice, 30 cents 
per pound; peas, $6.50 per bushel of 60 pounds; sugar, $3 per pound; 
coffee, $6 per pound; candles, $3.25 per pound; soap, $1 per pound; 
vinegar, $2.50 per gallon; molasses, $10 per gallon; salt, 30 cents per 
pound. 

III. Non-commissioned officers and privates are allowed rations for 
their own use, but this privilege does not authorize the sale or other 
disposition of them. If it is impracticable to use the ration, commu- 
tation may be drawn in lieu thereof. 

By order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


al Director, Richmond, Va.: ee 
iR: It has been ascertained that the ashes from wheat straw isan _ 
ellent substitute for oak-wood ashes for the manufacture of soap. 
are instructed so to inform the surgeons in charge of hospitals 
r your jurisdiction, and to direct them that whenever wheat 
raw becomes no longer fit for use in the hospitals to have it collected — 
and burned and the ashes used for the manufacture of soap. It is i 
not always practicable to procure oak wood for this purpose, andthe © 
present method of obtaining lye is suggested not only as a matter of ] 
- convenience, but also as a great saving to the Government. 
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

; ; Ss. P. MOORE, 

_Surgeon-General C. S. Armiy. 


a = SEPTEMBER 26, 1864. 
_ Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Some time in November, 1863, I promised to let Mr. J. P. H. Camp- 
bell have twenty barrels corn for his own use,.but in February, when 
‘I came to deliver it, I found that I could not spare more than half ~~ 
the quantity, having sold to Government and to families of soldiers in 
the Army at Government price as much as I could spare, and then 
proposed to let him have oats or wheat of this year’s crop to make 
up deficiency, but having executed my bond in May to the Govern- 
ment as an exempted farmer a doubt arose as to my right to dispose 
of the grain in the manner agreed upon, and I am not only willing 
but prefer to deliver the grain, if not inconsistent with my obliga- 
tions to the Government, and will [do] so when relieved. 
as i GEORGE TYLER. 


[First indorsement.] 


COMMISSARY-GENERAL: 

Presented by Mr. Campbell, whose address is Panola Station, Caro- | 
line County, Va. Mr. Campbellis the gentleman to whom Mr. Tyler 
was under contract and represents his want of the forage as extreme. 
It was sold to him at Government prices. 


t 
: 


RY G. HeKEAN. 


[Second indorsement.] 
OCTOBER 3, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to chief commissary of subsistence for Vir- 
ginia for reply. 
By order of Commissary-General of Subsistence: 
TT. UseD UDLEY ahi 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


OFFICE CHIEF COM. OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, October 4, 1864. 
Respectfully returned through Commissary-General of Subsistence, 
disapproved as contrary to the law of Congress and the bond of the 
party, which requires the party ‘‘to sell the marketable surplus of 


688 CORRESPONDENCE, 1 


en os 


= 


grain and other provisions now (then) on hand and which he may © 
raise from year to year, &c.,” to the Government and soldiers’ fami- 
lies at schedule prices. 
sas . - B. P. NOLAND, 


Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia. 
[Fourth indorsement. ] . 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, October 8, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to Secretary of War, calling attention to 
indorsement of Major Noland, which is approved. 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-Ceneral of Subsistence. 


. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., September 27, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 
Commanding, Meridian, Miss.: 


GENERAL: A number of inspection reports have brought to my 
notice the existence of very great irregularity and abuse in the admin- 
istration of your department, and that a reform is imperatively 
required. These reports refer to facts and circumstances which arose 
long previous to your assumption of the command of the department, 
and the consequences from which it will scarcely be in your power 
wholly to remove. The most important of the matters referred to is 
the illegal traffic and intercourse with the enemy, and the disloyalty 
and disaffection that have ensued from it. 

Congress as early as 1861 prohibited the export of cotton except 
through Confederate ports, and afterward tobacco, rice, sugar, naval 
and military stores were made subject to the same regulations. 

In February last all trade in these articles beyond the Confederacy 
was prohibited except under special regulations to be made by the 
President, and any trade carried on or attempted contrary to, or not 
in conformity with, the regulations subjected the property to seizure 
and forfeiture, together with the vessels or vehicles employed in the 
transport of the articles and the slaves and animals that might be 
used as instruments for the purpose. The regulations of the Presi- 
dent require, as a condition for the exportation of these articles, that 
a license shall be obtained from the collector of the district from which 
the export is to be made, upon an application to him according to 
ie regulations and upon compliance with conditions imposed in 
them. 

The duties of the military commanders in respect to these laws are 
exhibited in Orders No. 43, of the current series, in which the provis- 
ions of the act are sufficiently set forth. The inspection reports show 
that it has been the habit of the officers of the department to grant 
licenses to trade with the ports and posts of the enemy, and that the 
community at large have been seduced by the example into doing the 
same thing, in total violation or disregard of the acts of Congress. 
They show that there are a number of impostors—men professing to 
be agents of the Government or licensed by some of its officers to 
conduct this trade—and that as a consequence of this licentiousness 
the patriotism and public spirit of the community have seriously 


In fact, only one or two contracts for special 5 
1 made with the sanction of the Department, and such 
»ved, expired by their limitation. 

16 Department expects of you to disabuse the minds of all the 
ficers and soldiers in the army in reference to the legality of this 
trade. It should be prohibited at once; the guilty parties, if officers, 
should be brought to trial. e 

’ Orders No. 43 will show you the duties of the commanding general 

in respect to all unlicensed transactions. 

_ The Treasury Department has appointed Mr. Clapp as its general 
_ agent, and he can inform you whether any, and if any, what, transac- 
_ tions are carried on with the license of the Government. 

A second source of abuse is the manner in which private property 
has been taken, upon the pretense that it is for the public use. The 
power to take private property for public use is conferred by Congress | 
in the acts concerning impressments. It is a power to be exercised 
only in cases of necessity and according to law. 

The general commanding a department can direct an impressment 
of property for public use, and this Department has conferred the 
same power upon the chiefs of the bureaus of supply by the authority 
of the law. In either case the power should be executed under 
specific orders, and by officers accountable for the property taken. 

In the State of Mississippi officers of every grade and of every arm 
have gone through the State without special orders, without money, 
gathering up property where they could find it, refusing payment, 
neglecting to ascertain or adjust the price, leaving insufficient 
evidence of their acts, and in most of the cases rendering to none of 
the departments of supply, nor to the department commanders, any 
account of these acts or authority for their acts. 

; The most scandalous outrages have been practiced upon the citizens 

of that State by the lawless conduct of subaltern officers. A special 
source of grievance is the formation of cavalry bands by the impress- 
ment of horses for the purpose. The general orders of the Depart- 
ment prohibit this. The Department anticipates from your action a 
correction of these abuses. 

The same reports exhibit as a source of disorder the existence in 
the State of a large number of organized, undisciplined bands, com- 
posed of men who are evading military service by their connection 
with these. The Department has long ago abandoned the habit of 
granting licenses to individuals to raise military commands. All that 
have at any time been granted and that have not been fulfilled are 
now inoperative. 

There is nothing to interfere with the operation of the conscription 
laws. It empowers you to reduce into order and organization the 
various detached companies that may have been legally raised and are 
completed for service, and such as are not in that state should be dis- 
banded, and those who are liable to conscription should be conseribed. 

Intimately connected with the matters of illegal and unauthorized 
organizations is that of the deserting from the Army. It is said that 
there is a constant flux of the military population of this side of the 
Mississippi to the west of the river, and that a very large number of 
absentees from the Army have found shelter in Mississippi. 

The present condition of the service is such as to awaken the most 
serious coneern. At a time when the wants of the country require 
every man to be at his post, a fatal laxity in the discipline of our 
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armies has become manifest. The highest military crime, desértion, y 


is committed almost with impunity. There does not appear on the 
part of a deserter to be any difficulty in obtaining shelter in any sec- 
tion of the country, or even in a different portion of the Army from 
that in which he is serving. Your attention is called particularly to 
this subject from the fact that the reports to the Department show 
that deserters and absentees from the Army without leave abound in 
that State... 

The same reports show that in a number of the cavalry regiments 
in service in Mississippi the discipline is lax, and that the number of 
absentees is unusually large. The reports show the general condition 
of that arm of the service to be unsatisfactory. 

Circumstances in the history of the war in Mississippi furnish an 
explanation for the matter of these reports; but_such a condition of 
disorganization and derangement cannot long exist, without producing 
the most mischievous consequences. Some of the abuses can be 
removed and some of the consequences repaired. 

A firm, steady, and considerate administration would in a short 
time inspire confidence and inaugurate authority. The Department 
cannot too strongly invoke your co-operation and aid in producing 
these results. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, September 28, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: Governor Vance in this truly ‘‘ extraordinary” letter* specifies 
three grounds of complaint against this department: 

First. Interference with his factories by the revocation of details. 

Second. Impediments thrown in the way of the State in connection 
with running the blockade. 

Third. Interference generally with the operations of the quarter- 
master’s department of the State. : 

In regard to the first, it is enough for me to say that the power to 
grant and make details rests with another and an independent bureau. 
What its action has been I am not even advised, and the complaint 
from Governor Vance first informed me of any change in its practice. 
That action has resulted, no doubt, from the earnest desire felt by the 
authorities of the Confederate States to place, for the present emer- 
gency at least, as many men as possible in the ranks, and was not 
prompted by me. 

Respecting the second, I may say as much. The control of that 
subject is also in other hands, and to what Governor Vance alludes 
Tam, as you are well aware, even now wholly ignorant. This Bureau 
has no authority in the premises, and it has never made to either the 
War Department or to Lieutenant-Colonel Bayne, in charge of the 
Bureau of Foreign Supply, a single suggestion affecting, however 
remotely, the interest of the State of North Carolina. : 

Touching the third complaint, I must go more into detail. The 


*See September 19, p. 671. 


. hat ie resources of the State should be left to her manage- = j 
ent. He then adds that this understanding was immediately dis- 
ed by the action of competing Confederate agencies, but that 
is still his boast and pride that the State authorities have nobly 
filled their contract. I respectfully but confidently submit that 
impartial statement of the whole case will show that there is no 
casion for the indulgence on his part of either pride or boasting. 
_ I know of no agreement by which the resources of the State of North 
_ Carolina were dedicated to the exclusive benefit of the troops there- 
from. This department at an early period of the war agreed that in 
- consideration North Carolina clothed her soldiers, and ‘to the extent 
only that she did so, the commutation money due the soldiers should 
_ be drawn by the State. When payment of commutation was abol- 
ished, in October, 1862, it was further agreed that the State should be 
_ paid certain prices for all the clothing she furnished. In each case 
it was contemplated that State action should come in as auxiliary to 
the efforts of this Bureau, and not to supplant them. It resulted, 
~ however, otherwise. State agencies gradually encroached until at 
last, while all the other States of the Confederacy were contributing 
: generously to the common cause, North Carolina alone husbanded 


her resources for North Carolina troops. The injustice of this was 

felt sorely, and a full appreciation of the delicate relations of the 
_ States and Confederate Government, coupled with an earnest desire 
to avoid all perplexing questions between them, alone restrained 
this Bureau from protesting against the existing arrangement. That 
injustice is manifest in connection, too, pith the factories, from the 
following statistics: 

In the State of South Carolina there are 9 factories, in Georgia 36 
(5 now destroyed by the enemy and others in peril), in Alabama 9, in 
Florida 1, in Mississippi 1, and in Virginia 26; aggregate 80. The 
production of these on Government account is inadequate and the 
deficiency is now increased by the want of raw material in Virginia. 
In North Carolina alone there are some 40 factories, woolen and 
cotton, from not one of which has this Bureau realized for years past 
a single yard of material for the service at large. All has been 
reserved and expended in the manufacture of clothing for North 
Carolina troops and in relieving the necessities of the home popula- 
tion by sales at low prices of material secured at low prices in con- 
sideration of invaluable details granted by the Confederate States. 
This condition of things, too, was aggravated by the action of the 
authorities of North Carolina in drawing material from other States. 
Wool was drawn from Virginia and leather from States to the south 
of it, and both leather and wool in considerable quantities from the 
trans-Mississippi country. Feeling the hardship of this the depart- 
ment sought relief by proposing early in 1862 that the whole arrange- 
ment should be abrogated. This was not accepted. It then pr oposed 
that all clothing manufactured by the State should be turned over 
for general issue, engaging to supply in the first instance North Caro- 
lina troops to any extent their necessities might require. This was 
also refused. The result has been that, while at times Confederate 
soldiers from other States have suffered ‘tor supplies, North Carolina 
soldiers have been amply supplied and the State has held large quan- 
tities of clothing in reserve. Governor Vance has made both the 
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matter of boast in recent speeches. This clothing accumulated not 
only at Raleigh in bulk, but in smaller quantities in the distributing 
depots of the State. Less than one month ago General Gardner, as 
commandant of this post,-brought to the attention of this Bureau the © 
fact that a large lot of clothing—several thousand suits—were stored 
in this city. On inquiry it proved to be as was supposed—North 
Carolina clothing that had been there over a year. 

Governor Vance says that he has never refused to loan supplies. 
He was never approached on that subject but once. In December 
last, when this department was straitened for supplies by reason 
of its heavy losses at sea and the unexpected demands upon it to 
meet the wants of General Longstreet’s army in East Tennessee, and 
at a time, too, when its woolen material had run so low that the cloth- 
ing factory at this point had to suspend work, Governor Vance was 
appealed to for aid, but he extended none. At that time the North 
Carolina troops were all clad and a surplus was reported on hand 
sufficient for the entire year of 1864. 

Some 10,000 suits of clothing turned over by Governor Vance to 
such Confederate officers as he elected to serve, and 10,000 more 
turned over within a few months past to this department for general 
issue, make the total advances extended by the State within the past 
three years. J am safe in saying these will not cover the issues that 
had to be made to North Carolina troops within the same period from 
Confederate States supplies to meet the exigencies of field service. 

It is suggested that a sense of duty to the soldiers of North Caro- 
lina will not permit Governor Vance to surrender everything to this 
department. It would be difficult for him to show that as much was 
ever asked by me, though encouraged to it by the example of all — 
other State authorities within the limits of the Confederacy. With 
him the department has asked but little and obtained less. It would 
have been and is now content that he should receive one-third of the 
production of the factories for North Carolina soldiers exclusively, 
asking only that it may receive a like proportion for the benefit of 
soldiers from all sections of the Confederacy. 

The importations of the State from abroad being additions to the 
resources of the country and the result of credit and management on 
the part of the State have always been conceded as the subject of 
special appropriation; but can there be aught else than injustice in a 
system that devotes the entire product of asingle State—that, too, one 
rich in resources—to the sole benefit of the troops therefrom? What 
under it is to become of troops that have no home resources to rely 
on—of the troops from Tennessee, Kentucky, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
and the distant regions of Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri? 

Our cause is a common one, our soldiers struggle for it in common, 
and I submit what the country affords should be freely shared in 
common. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Columbia, September 28, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 


Governor of North Carolina: 
DEAR Sir: I have received your letter proposing a meeting at 
Augusta, Ga., of the Governors of the Southern States during the 
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1 ig the ranks of our Army, and your proposition meets 
ire approval. Augusta is a very suitable place, and possibly 
most central for us all. The day should be as early as practica- 
, but the danger in making it so is that we will not have present 
Governors west of the Mississippi. This, I fear, will not be prac- 
ble under two months, which would be too late for the approach- 
sessions of our Legislatures, that of this State meeting on the 
rth Monday in November next. In assenting to your proposition it 
is proper that I should state that in South Carolina no persons are. 
reserved to the State, but all have gone into Confederate service from 
the classes of militia officers, magistrates, deputy clerks, and deputy 
sheriffs, except in one or two cases where the Confederate Govern- 
ment has detailed them or exempted them, and several other classes, 
all of which classes I have understood in several of the States have 
been reserved by the States or by the Executives thereof. Whilst I 
think each State should have a permanent force of its own, as mat- 
_ ters now stand it is better that every one who can be spared should go 
into the Confederate service; but the most important thing now to be 
done, in my judgment, to fill our ranks and secure the greatest har- 
mony and satisfaction among our people is placing in service the 
army of efficient officials and detailed men scattered through the Con- 
federacy, whose duties can as well or better be performed by inferior ~~ 
men, disabled officers and soldiers, citizens exempted by Confederate 
law from service in the field, and persons over fifty years of age. 

f Very respectfully and truly, yours, 

¥ M. L. BONHAM. 


- Avuausta, September 29, 1864. 
- Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
5 _—_ Seeretary of War: 

Str: The idea may or may not have been presented to you of em- 
ploying negroes in the Army as soldiers in this way: Promise them 
(those employed) freedom when the war is over. Compensate the 
owners, of course, by interest-bearing bonds. All the able-bodied men 
might be used certainly as effectively as the Yankees use them against 
us. Let the negroes fight negroes and he will show much more cour- 
age than when opposed to white men. Confront them with Yankee 
negroes and place bayonets behind them. 

The institution of slavery would still be maintained by the reten- 
tion of boys, women, and exempted or detailed men (negroes), the 
lives of our fellow-citizens to some extent preserved, and provisions 
sufficient still produced by this efficient portion of our society. My 
name would add nothing. I hope your practical mind will adopt the 
suggestion, though anonymous. Our bleeding country requires a 
quick and stringent remedy. Don’t stop for forms. 


Very respectfully, &e., 
A NATIVE GEORGIAN. 
After the war the negroes (enfranchised) might be colonized—say = 
in Mexico, if practicable, or Central America. 


[Indorsement. } 


OCTOBER 6, 1864. 


Noted. If all the white men capable of bearing arms are put in the 
field it would be as large a draft as a community could continuously 
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ECIAL ORDERS,) — ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE 
No. 232. ~ Richmond, September 30, 
ad * 


: * * : * * 
VI. Capt. E. T. D. Myers, Engineer Corps, Provisional Army, C.§ 
is hereby assigned with Col. C. F. M. Garnett and Lieut. Col. Min 
Meriwether in the commission for the collection and distributio 
railroad iron, and in addition to his duties as such will be el 
from time to time, under the direction of the Engineer Bureau, 
- the duplication of railroad bridges and the repair and reconstru 
tion of railroads injured or destroyed by the enemy and judged nee 
sary for the transportation of troops and supplies. 
2 By command of the Secretary of War: 
ee : JNO. WITHERS, se 
SS Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
: Richmond, Va., September 30, 1864. 
~ General M. J. WRIGHT, 
Macon, Ga.: 

The enlistment of Irish and other foreign prisoners, as proposed, is 
sanctioned.* ~ =. 
=, J. A. SEDDON, = 4 

Secretary of War. 


CHARLESTON, September 30, 1864. - 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON: 


About 260 prisoners, foreigners, at Florence have volunteered for 
our service. In consultation with General Beauregard I recommend 
and ask that Maj. Henry Bryan, assistant adjutant-general, and Capt. 
J. H. Brooks, of Nelson’s battalion, Hagood’s brigade, be ordered 
to Florence without delay to organize them into a battalion. Many 
others may be obtained. I will await your instructions before taking 
any other steps in matter. : 
SAM. JONES, | 

Major-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 


Order these two officers to report to General Jones for the purpose 
indicated. In sending the order transferring Captain Brooks, explain 
to his superior officer the purpose for which his services are required. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
: Secretary of War. 


SSS EEE ee 

* This in reply to Wright, of September 29, 1864, reporting that a number of 
Catholic Irish prisoners, 1,000 or more, desired to enlist in the Confederate service, 
and asking ‘‘Shall it be done?” The paper is not found, but the foregoing pur- 
port is taken from the War Department telegrams-received book. 
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SG YNFEDERATE. SraTEs OF AMERIC ze 
DEPARTMENT, NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
nike Richmond, [October 1, 1864]. — 


SEDDON, 

2 Secretary of War: = 

: I have the honor to submit for your information four tabu- 

ated statements, covering the operations of the Government niter — 

d mining service during the current year: Exhibit A, niter pro- 

ection and importation; Exhibit B, nitriaries; Exhibit C, iron and 

eneral mining service; Exhibit D, officers and their assignment. 

__ Since the date of the last annual report the events of the war have 

_ borne with especial severity upon the mining service. Ten large iron 

_ furnaces in Virginia, all but three in Tennessee, all in Georgia, and 

four in Alabama, have been burned or lost, and with them many 

forges, foundries, and rolling-mills. The Ducktown Copper Mines 
are still in hostile occupation. Important niter works in Virginia, 

Georgia, and Upper Alabama have been repeatedly destroyed and 

workmen killed and captured. : 
The Bureau effort has consequently been one of incessant recon- _ 

_ struction as well as production. With your authority, all accessible | 
works so destroyed have been rebuilt at Government cost, and of the 

-larger furnaces several are either in or about resuming blast. Also, : 
under your orders the reconstruction of smelting furnaces for copper ~ 
and lead has been commeneed in more interior localities, the Peters- 
burg works having finally come under fire. In connection with these 
works of reconstruction examinations of interior ore beds have been 
persistently continued as points of last resort, with a view, also, of 
obtaining valuable mineral information. Notwithstanding all diffi- 
culties, military and financial, the more important requisitions of the 
Army for niter, the metals and mineral products charged to this 
Bureau, have been promptly met, and for the Navy all requisitions of 
niter and nearly all in the metals and coal. For iron, the Secretary 
of the Navy has on several occasions, after the loss of important iron 
works, waived his own requisitions, on the appeal of the Bureau; and 
in the same connection it is my duty to acknowledge the co-operation 
of naval officers in many important points connected with the min- 
ing service. 

The home production of niter has progressed more favorably than 
was expected—increased results from the better fraining of workmen 
offsetting losses from acts of the enemy. It will be seen from the 
niter exhibit sheet that this production until recently exceeded the 
importation. In the nitriaries the accumulation of nitrous material 
has gone so far that superintendents have been directed to give 
special attention to enriching and preparing the earths for results. 
Laboratory analyses and practical tests already indicate general 
results proportionally (time considered) in advance of the French 
nitriaries as recorded by Dumas and Barruel, but to omit no possible 
source of information, arrangements have been made for an inspec- 
tion and direct comparison with the most approved European works. 

In this connection attention is asked to the fact that the artificial pro- 
duction of niter in Europe ends in preparing, during three years of 
manipulation, earths which contain a smaller percentage of the 
- nitrates than the earths of our own caves and mineral deposits. 

These deposits are to the present war what the nitrous accumulations 

of ages in old cities were to France in 1793. In both countries nitri- 
aries are expedients of last resort. To collect the requisite animal 
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matter they must be located at or very near large towns, and where 
the nitrates mature, potash and fuel must be brought to them in large 
quantities. In mountain-work, with manual labor about the same, 
and with the cost of production much Jess—less even than importa- 
tion—the distant transportation of fuel and potash is avoided. It 
has consequently been the aim of the Bureau to work to the last our 
natural deposits, at times within the enemy’s lines, and to examine 
carefully for new deposits in every possible locality. In North 
Carolina this experimental work has been attended with a success 
altogether unlooked for by scientific men, as will appear in the niter — 
exhibit A. 

With this allusion to the wants of a branch of the mining service 
very much misunderstood, the attention of the Department is respect- 
fully and very earnestly asked to the question of*labor for the min- 
ing operations. Upon this depends the campaign supplies of the 
metals and of niter for 1865. Furnaces, machinery, smelting works, 
tools, and working sites have all been prepared. Workmen have 
been procured and trained, but many of them have been withdrawn— 
for temporary service it is to be trusted. Upon their early return, as 
soon as circumstances permit, hang grave consequences. 

The entire force heretofore employed in the Government niter and 
mining service east of the Mississippi River has been as follows: 


over 45 % 
ordis- | Negro. 
to 45. | abled. 


SELOW PMO LTNININ Coma o ciel =a ese) aie ose Seste a als elae eaicinheatn eine teesieien aisle 2, 813 205 4,301 
NOP APIOR aoa cimantasigme asides ie SOR mn ae epee anni ie aeieeas tere as erate 38 14 581 
aE DOL PLO GH CORO Mes aerate meme eee as ae ee ee Paine eine alee sin wares 1, 690 146 823 

SPU UAL Sacco Fit 5 ae ee Sea et aaa 365 | 5,705 


With the exception of the Carolina foree, which is recruited from a 
class impracticable for military service, the employment of white 
laborers between eighteen and forty-five in the niter service is due 
partly to the frontier character of the work and partly to the neces- 
sity of a considerable proportion of trained or expert workmen. 
Whenever exempt labor could be substituted it has been done rigidly 
and conscientiously, All clerical labor that can be is done by dis- 
abled men or by females. This is stated to give full force to a com- 
parison of the aggregate of ourown mining and niter labor with the 
labor employed by the enemy on corresponding work connected with 
the war, as well as can be ascertained, and it is as follows: In the 
Confederate States In the United States over 80,000. 

If the campaign of 1865 is. conducted on the same scale with the 
present, our own laboring force must not only be maintained but 
must be increased, or the Army will contend at fearful disadvantage 
with the superior equipment of the enemy. 5 

The attention of the Department is also requested to the necessity 
of stopping the departure from the country of trained workmen and 
mechanics, while the Government is importing workmen at great cost 
from Europe. Several hundred excellent mechanics have gone to the 
enemy during the past few months from interior pressure. Prompt 
action is respectfully suggested, either by legislation or by general 
pie k encouraging, inviting, and protecting skilled mechanical 
abor. 


yin alts. Pobled es on call, eee oi into ion 
n aearne and with home instincts fresh upon them, and — 
ese influences they have invariably done well. Two hundred 
ese men under their superintendent, Maj. James F. Jones, fought 
1 line of battle at Mount Hope and were noticed for good conduct. rs 
eir loss was 9 killed and 16 wounded. The force from three of “a 
e@ Virginia districts fought at Saltville with the detailed men and 
e again noticed for good conduct; casualties not yet received. 
The Tennessee force has served for some weeks under General _ 
Vaughn. And from Upper Alabama reports equally favorable have 
_ been received from the frontier men under Capt. William Gabbett, : 
who have been frequently called from their work to resist hostile 
incursions. 

‘The danger over, these men return to their work generally unaffected 
_ by camp habits; and clothing and feeding each one himself soon again 
returns each his quota-of niter. One regiment and a half of niter 
- workmen cover all details from the Potomac to the Mississippi and 

insure a full supply of ammunition for our armies in the field. To 

break up this organization will be to inflict a double blow on the 

‘service. 
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No recent detailed reports have been received from this depart- 
ment. The general results, however, are satisfactory. In niter the 
local production exceeds the present requisitions. In iron the pro- 
duction is increasing. Three high furnaces are in blast and two more 
under construction; also forges and probably one rolling-mill. Funds 
and workmen have been sent from this side as far as possibly can be 
spared; lead, copper, and sulphur have been supplied as called for, 
and copperas from local production. 

In the general operations of the Bureau the military pressure of 
the last two years has permitted only incidentally mineral exploration 

_ and experimental examination in labor-saving machinery. Valuable 
notes, however, are preserved for future reference. In this connec- 
tion it may be mentioned that zinc has been smelted within the Con- 
federate States. That experiments on the Bessemer process are in 
progress, and that the exploration for coal suitable for iron furnaces 
is continued in Virginia upon the plan directed by the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

In closing I take pleasure in commending to the attention of the 
Department individual efforts of the several officers of the corps as 
presented in their returns upon the inclosed exhibit sheets. 

I also desire to acknowledge specially to the Department the aid 
constantly extended to this service by the chief and officers of ord- 
nance and of the Bureau of Foreign Supplies. 

Very respectfully, 


Cee ee 


I. M. ST. JOHN, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 
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D.—Return of officers of the niter and mining service, September 30, 1864. 


Name and rank. Where stationed. Assignment. 

Col. I. M. St. John ....---.--. Richmond... ...--.-.c<.=0 Chief of Bureau. = 

Lieut. Col. Richard Morton..|.---- A eer Ss pee eo In charge of niter and general minin 
service, Virginia, North Carolina, an 
Tennessee. : ; 

Lieut. Col. W. R. Hunt ..---- Selig, Alancssose 2. see ere In charge of-iron service, Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and Mississippi. =a 

Maj. Isaac Read ...-...-..--- San Antonio, Tex.--..----- In charge of niter and general mining 
service, Trans-Mississippi Department. 

Maj. John Ellicott..-.-...--. RiGhMOM-os.,sscesmnereee Iron service and Government furnaces, 
Virginia and North Carolina. 

Maj. T.J. Finnie .....-.----- Wytheville, Va...-.-.----- Niter and Mining District No. 7, West 
Virginia and East Tennessee. 

Maj. James F. Jones ..------. Staunton, Va .--.-----.---- N star and Mining Districts No. 4, Valley 
of Virginia. 

Maj. C. R. Barney---.-.-.---- Greensborough, N.C. ----.-- — and Mining District No. 5, North 

arolina. ™ 

Capt. F. H. Smith .......-.... Montgomery, Ala...---.--. Tron service, assistant to Colonel Hunt. 

Capt. William Gabbett -.---- Blue Mountain, Ala....---- Niter and Mining Districts Nos. 8 and 9, 

= Upper Alabama and Tennessee. 

Capt. R. H. Temple -......-.- San Antonio, Tex...-..---- Mexican niter. 

Capt. H. F. Reardon. -...-.... Richmond: <.-.2-~2--ss- == Sid ole | officer and in charge of con- 
racts. 

Capt. R. C. Morton....--..--- Fincastle, Va .-.-......---- a and Mining District No. 3, West 

irginia. 

Capt. John W. Pearce-...----. Jonesborough, Tenn --.----- Niterand Mining District No. 7, assistant 
to Major Finnie. 

Capt. B. A. Stovall .....-...-. tthe tield= Js. .sas--se==- Georgia and Upper Alabama, assistant to 
Captain Gabbett. 

Capt. 8. Chalaron ...........- BICHON 1s csessaee ete Nitriaries and foreign correspondence, 


Capt. J. R. Hale...-.. --| In the field .- 
Lieut. R. L. Sprigg-- --| Rio Frio, Tex...- 
Lieut. Ed. Harrison. - -| San Antonio, Tex-. 
Lieut. J. A. Higgason........| Killed or captured... 3s 

Lieut. J. H. Matthews .....-- Columbus, Miss.......----- | Assistant to Professor Price. 


--| Georgia. 
E Ss to Major Read. 
0. 


ON DETACHED SERVICE. 


Lieut. J. C. Clemson........-.. Captured ......-.-....s-<-- 


SCIENTIFIC ARM OF CORPS. 

T. G,.Clemson..- =. -ssece-ee Shreveport, La -...-.-...-- Supervisor of mines, Trans-Mississippi 
Department. 

ENGeA etait bine sa ciswee myn see Augusta, Ga ......---.---. Bureau chemist. 

Joseph Le Conte...........-- Columbia,S. © -.-....2-225- Consulting chemist. 

ac EM btlOis nace risen ace Abingdon, Via... = ---.----- Superintendent Niter and Mining Dis- 

: tricts Nos. 1 and 2 and lead mines. 

Wedd. ©. Pride. seeennewteee Montgomery, Ala........-. Superintendent Niter and Mining Dis- 
trict No. 10, Alabama. 

POS. POlMeS ss. -0 san ceaecee Charleston, S. C.-.-.--.-..- Superintendent Niter and Mining Dis- 
trict No. 6, South Carolina. 

John Le Conte........--..-.. Columbia, §..C— . =... 22 ss Superintendent Niter and Mining Dis- 


: : trict No. 64, South Carolina. 
Edmund Harrison ..--.....-. Near Richmond..........-- Superintendent nitriaries in Virginia. 
Reb. Gorsuch=s-ssscs-seesaae Selma; Ala 22 --=s-ssicceceae Inspector of mines and furnaces. 


Respectfully submitted. 


I. M. ST. JOHN, 
Colonel and Ohief of Bureau. 


PARIS, AVENUE GABRIEL 48, 
October [1], 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sie: Our last was of July 7 (No. 6), advising you that an arbitra- 
tion had ‘been ordered relative to the accounts of Messrs. Isaac, 
Campbell & Co., and that an adjourned interview between Mr. McRae 
_and Mr. Saul Isaac was to take place the following week. We have 

now to add that that interview was without favorable result, as was 
also a preliminary arrangement entered into between Mr. Isaac and 
Major Huse, which the latter thought would lead to a settlement on 
terms which we could approve. 


licitor: been instructed to proceed with t 

ut further delay. We regret this, as we fear from 
ious conversations with the solicitors that an arbitrator will 
the Austrian rifle item against the Government, in conse-— 
of the failure of Major Huse to give the notice required in the 


England during the months of August and September has pre- 
ted any further progress being made up to this date. 

: e have had no answer from you to our dispatch No. 5, of March 

17, but we understand from Major Huse that he has received from 

home an official communication indorsing his conduct. It was not 

our intention in that dispatch to clear him from blame, but to relieve 

from any charge of collusion, and to place before you the diffi- 

culties he had had to encounter, and the good he had done and tried 

_ to do as palliative or offsets against his errors and mistakes. If our 

- dispatch conveys more than this to your mind it has gone further 
an we intended. We wished to keep from speaking too severely of 

s mistakes, because of the difficulties of his position, but not to 

ndorse or overlook them. 

In the accounts submitted by Major Huse there appeared, as per 

- report of Ball, Quilter & Co., a balance against him to August 14, 

1863, of £2,215 14s. 2d. from moneys drawn here. We have no data 

~ upon which to express any opinion in his accounts since that date. 


to submit his accounts since 14th of August, 1863. If this is done, 
the parties authorized to make the investigation, as well as Major 
Huse, should be formally instructed as to the wishes of the Govern- 
ment. We would suggest also that some additional allowance over 
his pay, commutation, &c., be made to cover the expenses he has 
been compelled to ineur for the performance of his duty and the 
support of his family, in which, from all we can learn, he has not 
been extravagant. 
With much respect, your obedient servants, 
C. J. MCRAE. Z 
M. H. BLOODGOOD. 


E 
3 
3 


[First indorsement. ] 


DECEMBER 8, 1864. 


Returned for consideration. Major Huse has received no official 
indorsement from this Department. 
J ASS. 


[Second indorsement.] 


DECEMBER 29, 1864. 


Ordnance Bureau for notice. 
% A Ro 
Secretary of War. 


[Third indorsement. | 


ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
December 29, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
The following indorsement of the Honorable Secretary of War 


reneral holiday enjoyed by gentlemen of the legal profession | 


It would seem to us advisable, however, that Major Huse beinstructed | 
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appears on letter of Major Huse of March 12 to the Bureau, and 


referred to the Honorable Secretary April 20: 
All the communications from Messrs. McRae and Bloodgood, official and 


unofficial, acquit ae Sue of ek Peed e of Rprcseaiaa wets as a any 
lfeasance of any kind, and testify to his zeal, energy, and personal honor. 
eae 2 : Z J. A. CAMPBELL, 


Assistant Secretary of War. 


J. GORGAS, , 
Chief of Ordnance. 


DECEMBER. 30, 1864. 


[Fourth indorsement. } 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 

The correspondence of Messrs. McRae and Bloodgood acquitted 
Major Huse of intentional error and malfeasance, and testified to 
his zeal, energy, and honor in April last. But the papers since the 
date of that letter, while exonerating Major Huse from any crimin- 
ality or dishonor, diminish materially the character given to him as 
an efficient and capable officer. They attribute to his failure to give 
notices and to his facility in his dealings with Isaac, Campbell & Co. 
large losses, and their estimate is that his merits and demerits being 
considered, that upon the whole he is not a subject for severe cen- 
sure. My indorsement was made upon early reports and correspond- 
ence, and I have been advised that in the progress of the investigation 
their judgment has been modified. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 
DECEMBER 31, 1864. 
For conference with Assistant Secretary. 
J. ASS. 


SCHEDULE No. 13. 


OFFICE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR IMPRESSMENT, 
La Grange, Ga., October 1, 1864. 


In accordance with the act of Congress to regulate impressments, 
the following schedule of prices for produce and army supplies at the 
places of impressment or purchase is agreed upon and published by 
the Board of Commissioners for thé State of Georgia, to continue in 
force until the 1st day of December, 1864, unless sooner altered: 


Articles and quality. Description. Quantity. Price. 
‘AUD ples eae anemia came Dried Saas Per bushel of 28 

AYeS Ocoee With handles ... Sue Taek’. cc. pennies 7 oO 
DOGienesqaseeeese ae Hand Saas Average ..... 6.00 
IBACOR tLe. casennsecees Sides Per pound ... 1.50 
DOs .cones sn ceeseeles LADS oes «rls icices nem s)neeienciea cacmenineel tee Qi rinis ei pit sielgioiareteiamitersio rei aie ile 25 
= IDOnccesae see sores Shoulders o.smsecsanasanccseoceee renee ineee™ doe Urs sstaseseaeeee 115 
GANS va sisies b Sic we cloeaeaelas oa sieecinmaaie tasminerione ease nate eee Per bushel of 60 pounds .... 3.00 
Beef-cattle Per pound, ee See oe he 26 
SSTANGWerasinicin Ses - 5 =i Perigallon'z2anasensercsecne 3.50 
Barrels .-. =a] skUr Mach --22 scenes e ee eee 3.00 
_ Do.....------------| Molasses, 40 gallons................-..|...-- ORR eeermaecsincocesson: 5. 00 
Bricks - oon BCI sa-s) Perithousand.-jsesecuseeeee 25. 00 
OR ainisememaeetasies sears @ a aa OS Alls ce eee ese eer ees 7.00 
cae anise erememetonia« sisi sec --| Per bushel of 56 pounds .... 2. 25 
* Oz eee ee Per bushel of 70 pounds .... 2.13 
Romney : Per bushel of 48 pounds .-.. 2.25 
Joffee -...---.--.+--+-- Per pound | snes see eee cee 6. 00 
Candles. ..: «.z5 cs REE ANIO Wiis ais 5..< - Ss sea sesecnicalce eee do . 1.88 
gon. os Sates eels neeoreiee Per barrel of 196 pounds 30. 00 
Bodden ee ee meena done ne GO Reeer cingal tac 22. 50 
aCe OSE POrGWis.ccecauesseenoeenee 2.25 


Third-class cava! ; 

Pig, Nos. 1, 2, 3, uve = 
are or round.. 

Flat or baud. 


Chee cane. - 
First class .-- 
Second class. 


Trish soos 

Sweet ......- 

Pdinieds peeled iese c=e 5.05 2c 
Mess, sheet iron 


Unsheared 
Baled 
Unbaled 


.| Cider 


Baled 


mwashedsgen ¢= 5s heeeeer ee era 
Wooden axle, 4 horse 
Tron axle, 4-hurse 
Wooden axle, 2-horse 
Tron axle, 2-horse 


-| Per bushel 


PORE LOD eee senee 
Per net ton 


Per a Sao ane ee SAS ae 
Per pound 


tereee Br cc ne cece eee ee] 


Per alton 
do. 


do 
Per bushel of 34 pounds. --. 
Ber Pusbel 


“Per iaakel of 60 pounds..-. 
Per bushel of 38 pounds see 
Per pound 
Per bushel of 56 pounds ----. 
Per posal 


Per he aire 
“Per cullen a 
Per pound 


Each ..-.. 
eae MO" s== 
SA do .-- 
2586 (3 tig Aa Beemertg soto fn oe ie 
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VOL Iil 


“Haulin 5 Ran Umapeeras Menon csesisonveeeac see csaniedsneues as Per cwt. per mile..-.-- 


Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver: Re 
Rations furnished by owner -...-..-------------+--++------- Per day .-.--.-s.«--+==== | 10. 00 
-Rations furnished by Government....----.----------+------|----- do .------ +e ee eee eenneeee een 00 
Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver: rs : , 
Rations furnished by owner ...----.------------------------|------+-++- Bistae eens eae ie 12.50. 
Rations furnished by Government. ..---.-----.------------- Per day. - 222e aaa eee |. 9200 
Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver: alee 
Rations furnished by owner .-...-..-----------+-----eeees eee eee -- do 15.00 
-Rations furnished by Government..-.------- Ns = ma verte eee eee do 11.00 
Hire of laborer: : a 
Rations furnished by owner ....-----------------++-----+---|----- do alae oO 
Rations furnished by Government...-.-.-------------------|---- dO .- 2-6 | 1.50 
etteseies a2 ess aeee ay Geena --| Per month. 2+2). Sap 00 
Rations and clothing furnished by the Government ..-.---.|----- OG. er ae steer ys ON 
Hire of mechanics for mechanical purposes, rations and cloth- |.-..- DO. vinctenw ovis oe poe scented 30. 00 
ing furnished by Government. ~ 
Pasturage ....-ccccececcsssceceweenerce cern ners neces eres neennaes Per head: s.42-. -c.-. oats 1.50 ~ 


N. B.—The following articles are to be paid for under act of Con- 
gress regulating manufactures, to wit: Woolen cloths, drills, flannels, 
hats, Osnaburgs, domestics, shirtings and stripes, sacking, and tent 
cloth. 

All purchasing agents are expected strictly to adhere to the above 
schedule prices; otherwise they will be reported. , 

. JNO. E. MORGAN, 
U. B. WILKINSON, 
Commissioners. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN}, 
Milledgeville, October 1, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE: 

DEAR SIR: Your communication of 23d of September came to this | 
office by last mail. . 

While your remarks in reference to State officers are not applicable 
to this State, where every officer, civil and military, who can possibly 
be spared and keep the State government in existence, is and for 
months past has been in military service as part of the militia of the 
State, they may be, and probably are, applicable to other States. 

The questions you present for consideration are grave ones and are 
well worthy of a consultation on the part of the Governors of the 
respective States. 

It will therefore afford me great pleasure to meet you and the other 
Governors at such time and place as may be agreed upon. As the 
Legislature of this State meets the first Thursday in November, and 
as it is important that I be at home for a few days prior to the meet- 
ing to prepare for the session, I respectfully suggest that the meeting 
be held in Augusta on the 17th of this month. As your letter will 
probably be received by each before this reaches you, it may be easy 
to learn by telegraph whether this time will be agreeable. If not, I 
will, if in my power, conform to the wish and convenience of others. 

I do not know where to send the letter you inclosed for Governor 
Caruthers, of Tennessee. I have sent it to Brig. Gen. M. J. Wright 
of Tennessee, who commands the post at Macon, in this State, with 
request that he forward. It is probably not known to vou that Gov- 
ernor Caruthers has never been inaugurated, and that Governor 


Wright, oe I believe, is his brother-in-la 
se ee &e., 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


ae 2 = 
Res : JACKSON, October 2, 1864. 
FE lon. Mitipnecan DAVIS: 


- DEAR Str: I suggest a plan to obtain the return of deserters The 
Pp resent policy is a failure. Coercion but perpetuates the evil. Good | 
soldiers sent after bad ones not only fail to secure the recreant, but — 
~ become worthless themselves. The “supporting force,” as itis termed, 
is a nuisance to the people and a deception to the ‘Government. i 
believe something, at least, may be done by promise and persuasion 
rit judiciously applied. Our State literally swarms with deserters. 
In my own county, as I know, and in many others, as I am informed, 
they appeared at the polls in the late election in armed bodies and 
_ defied arrest. Ignorance of the consequences involved in our strug- 
gle, a hopelessness of success, a dread of the punishment due to their 
offenses, and pecuniary inability to defray the cost of reaching their 
commands, I have been brought to believe, prevent many from rejoin- 
ing the Army. I need not detail the facts which have brought me to 
this conclusion. I suggest that you appoint certain men in each 
State who shall address the absentees from the Army specially, giving 
ample notice of the time and place; that such persons shall be unat- 
, tended by any armed force, which fact shall be made known, and the 
further assurance given that no absentee who shall attend such meet- 
4 ing shall in any way be disturbed during the day of such attendance; 
: 
mn 


‘that such persons be authorized in your name to deliver to each 
absentee who will return a special pardon for all past offenses. A 
general proclamation of amnesty is distrusted by the more ignorant 
and timid. Numbers never hear of it. It involves no direct and 
individual action or discharge; but the presence of an agent at a 
certain time in each county, with the authority of your name to place 
a pardon in every deserter’s hand who reports, would impart a pointed, 
practical sense of safety to the recipient with which published gen- 
eralities can never impress him. The time preceding the arrival of 
such an ambassador, after notice of his coming, would be employed 
in earnest discussion among the people, which would become more 
intense as the hour of his arrival drew near. 

If, by the power of persuasion and the promise of immediate par- 
don, a deserter should declare his willingness to return to his com- 
mand, let the agent be further authorized ‘to furnish such soldier with 
an order for transportation by public conveyances, so as to enable 
him to reach the Army. 

Such a policy, I believe, will result in much good, and will cost the 
Government nothing save the transportation of those who return to 
the Army, and that, I presume, we are very willing to pay. 

The character, public and private, of the men to whom this delicate 
duty should be assigned is, of course, of the highest importance. It 
is also one of great labor and anxiety, which few men will accept and 
faithfully perform. Constant riding and speaking, especially on such 
a topic, from day to day, as you are aware, is no mere recreation. 
But I am not willing to suggest for others what I would not accept 


*A mistake. General M. J. Wright was not related to Governor I. G. Harris. 


= 
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ee 


myself. Apart from the hope of doing some good for the ‘‘great 


cause,” I should enter upon such a labor with the most extreme reluc- — 


tance. Money could not tempt me to assume it. I suppose myself 
to be as fit an instrument for such a work as many men in our State. 


If, therefore, you see proper to entertain the suggestion and deem it 4 


advisable to assign me a portion of the labor, I am subject to your 
order. I will perform it as well as I can. On one point my policy 
fails as an immediate resort. The season approaches when such 
gatherings of the people cannot be obtained. My own health would 
not bear the rigors of such a campaign in the winter. Early next 
spring would be most advisable. 

As I do not trouble you often with letters, let me avail myself 
of this opportunity to make some other suggestions. The present 
system of giving men a surgeon’s certificate of inability to enter the 
field, but recommending them ‘‘for light duty,” is a farce. No such 
men are ever so employed, and it is almost impossible they can be. I 
speak in general terms. Such persons obtain a certificate, report to 
some camp, and are there furloughed—some for one time, some for 
another, and some indefinitely. Various departments are required to 
employ such men and to discharge employés capable of active service. 
How and where are they to obtain them? There is no person or place 
to whom or at which they can apply. Consequently they retain the 
able-bodied men, because they cannot discharge them until others are 
obtained. This is more than a pretext which would suffice for most 
officials to retain their friends and favorites. It is a valid excuse. 
These ‘‘ light-duty” men prefer to be no-duty men. They are per- 
mitted to remain at home in comfort, attend to their business, make 
money, and if required occasionally to report to camp, are sure to 
look sick enough for ten minutes to be sent back. Let this class of 
men be kept in camp; let a register be kept of their ages, diseases, 
and capacities, and then require all officers to apply to the comman- 
dants of these camps for such peculiar assistants as they may need. 
The excuse now so glibly offered by officials for keeping hearty men 
around them would be silenced. Again, the ‘light-duty ” men, rather 
than thus be kept in camp, would ferret out places occupied by able 
men and cause them to be sent to the field. The evil, I assure you, is 
a very great one. 

I suggest another matter with more diffidence. The subject of the 
consolidation of companies and regiments was much discussed in Con- 
gress while I was there, but nothing, I believe, was ever done in rela- 
tion to it. State pride, old flags, &c., prevented it. The very small 
number to which various organizations have been reduced, rendering 
the position of officers ridiculous, has caused many of them to submit 
to be ousted from their commands by consolidation without complaint. 
But the form of orders to such commands is necessarily complex and 
subjects the Army, officers and men, to uncertainty and confusion. 
Again, under this tacit deprivation of officers of their commands, the 
country is filled with supernumeraries who either do nothing or who 
are assigned to duties which older and feebler men could perform. 
Cannot such men be forced to the ranks? I think so. The trouble 
now is that these men cannot be divested of their offices so long as 
those offices exist. An office is property, and so long as it exists you 
cannot turn out the legal occupant and put in another person, nor 
can you impose upon him another duty inconsistent with his dis- 
charge of the duties of his office; therefore, as the matter now stands, 
you cannot conscript as soldiers supernumerary officers. But another 


tiled, viz, that an office 
r cer_ ere adjunct is extinguished 
e, uw could be passed declaring all offices under that 
nelusive, abolished, all such officers would at once sink into — 
acter of citizens. To prevent the evil of such a law of course 
er would have to precede, part passu, authorizing the consoli- 
of companies and regiments and providing their officers*in 
manner as might be deemed best. To declare the oldest officers 
date or commission officers of the consolidated organizations would 
rhaps be most expedient. The details of such a measure are, I 
think, not difficult to adjust. Upon such consolidation all officers = 
not retained would be liable to conseription—and they ought to be. = 
_ To hope that they will organize themselves into companies is delusive.. 
_ They had rather do nothing. I offered a bill to abolish the office 
of second junior lieutenant everywhere. It was defeated. Can that 
_ officer not be spared? Such a step would add at least 3,000 men to 
- the ranks. 
Again, the pardoning power, as exercised by commanding generals ~ 
over the sentences of military courts, demands some restriction. My 
_ observation and experience enable me to speak with some confidence. 
_ To convict a soldier of any offense, who has social position, friends, 
and influence, is but a mockery of form. When I entered upon my 
present duties I resolved to perform them firmly and sternly. Ihave ——~- 
done so. With the view of awakening among the soldiers a just 
dread of the court, I urged the infliction of emphatic punishment 
upon the first offenders arraigned as the best means of securing dis- 
cipline and preventing crime. They were thus punished and the 
sentences ordered to be read on three several days before their regi- 
ments. Among them were two young men of family and fortune, 
who were defended by able counsel; both of them barely escaped 
conviction for desertion, but were found guilty of absence without 
leave. Active measures were immediately taken to have them par- 
doned, and in a few days they were both parading the streets with 
their friends. Several poor, plain men, who could not pay counsel 
: nor provide petitions and affidavits, convicted at the same time, are 
now undergoing punishment. It isa shame in the eyes of justice and 
fairly engenders the most hostile and unhappy spirit among the poor 
men of the Army. No general should be permitted to entertain an 
application for pardon or the mitigation of a sentence until the 
papers upon which such application is based have been submitted 
to the court pronouncing the sentence for its indorsement. If the 
evil can be remedied by order I suggest that it be issued. 
One word more: and in this, at least, I can claim sincerity if not 
sagacity. I cannot see why myself and all officers similarly situated, 
when absent from the field, should be entitled to draw commutation 
for rooms if quarters are not furnished; nor why colonels should have 
commutation for five, captains for three, &c. If quarters adequate 
to the duty required cannot be furnished and the officer obtains them, 
let the cost, if reasonable, be paid by the Government. A half dozen 
- officers on duty at a post all live in same house, pay a trifle, and each 
obtains commutation for the whole house. It virtually adds to the 
pay of men who live in houses, above those who suffer the danger and 
discomfort of the field. This is not right, some way, though I don’t 
know enough about such matters intelligently to suggest a remedy. 
The infernal hydra of reconstruction is again stirring its enven- 
omed heads in our State. If disasters intervene between this time 


I a ak 


Of those who ‘“‘would count all things but los 
interest of that struggle, I can number in our State but a 


1 next Petrie you ‘ma 
1 tax the powers and pain the soul: 


band,” whilst the timid, the traitor, and the time-server are ‘ on.’ 
May the Almighty impart to you His wisdom, and nerve you W 


His strength in the discharge of the solemn trust committed to youn 


keeping by a confiding people. 
Your friend, 
JAMES PHELAN, 
[First indorsement.] a, 
; . NOVEMBER 8, 1864. 
Adjutant-General for remarks, &c. 
= J. D. 
[Second indorsement.] 5 . 
NOVEMBER 22, 1864, 

Respectfully returned to the President. 

I have been prevented from making my remarks on the within sug- 
gestions of the Hon. Mr. Phelan at an earlier day by the press of 
other official and important matters. I highly approve his sugges- 
tions, and believe if they are carried out with the spirit in which he 
has inaugurated them they will prove highly beneficial to the cause 
and be the means of filling our Army with recruits, which will enable 


us to cope with the hordes of the enemy on the most favorable terms ~ 


for the benefit of that cause. But this may not be done except by the 
free-will offering of the most influential and distinguished men of the 
South, ‘‘ without money and without price.” If they will come for- 
ward in the spirit of patriotism for the noble cause in which they are 
equally concerned with those who are fighting the battles of the Con- 
federacy and will freely give their aid to that cause, much good may 
be accomplished, and we may then by their efforts and the blessing 
of God secure our independence. 

The Government has no pecuniary means to appropriate to this 
object, and if it had they should not be expected from it by those who 
are willing to do the work. All that can be expected, reasonably, is 
that it should give a willing consent to the measures proposed. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ENTERPRISE, October 2, 1864. 
(Received 4th.) 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and: Inspector General: 
ee following communication has been received from Governor 
ark: 


The State of Mississippi has to defend herself in future. For this defense I 
promise to secure volunteers for six months without regard to.age, if mustered 
into service previous to enrollment or conscription. I have no doubt of my right 
to them as troops of war of the States. The commandant of the State addressed 
General Preston on the subject on 25th August, but has had no reply. 


As this insures a conflict with the State authorities I desire your 
instructions. 
W. L. BRANDON, 
Brigadier- General. 


SERVE FORCES, SOUTH ROI 
Columbia, October 


=, LY > 1. 
retary of War, Richmond, Va.: cae 
R Str: Induced by the conviction, which I believe impresses — 
own mind, that we have now imperative need in the field for 
ry man who is able to bear arms, and that such need is likely to 
ntinué for another campaign at least, I feel assured you will pardon — 
for any suggestion I may make in reference to the subject. In my 
nion there are several sources within our reach from which an appre- : 
_ciable force can be readily obtained. They will be found, first,inthe 
_ class of able-bodied overseers of conscript age throughout the country. | 
By the law of 1863 planters, &c., were permitted to purchase from the 
Government overseers liable to and fit for service. In this class there 
certainly are many. The time of such exemption has, perhaps, nearly 
_ expired, but still it may be well to issue an order directing the generals — 
of reserves in the several States to have these overseers enrolled and 
sent to the field at the earliest day practicable. 

The same rule and order might be applied to a second class, 

namely, those who, under the act of Congress, 17th of February, 1864, 

_ contracted for overseers by giving bonds for meat, &c. The only 
exceptions I would make in this class would be in cases of farmers, 
soles, persons over seventy years of age, and those actually in service —— 
in the field. I think justice and the public necessity would require 
such exceptions. It is not necessary that I should elaborate this 
opinion by any argument. 

There is also a third class, which would embrace the Quartermaster’s 
and Commissary Departments. It appears to me that in these depart- 
ments all the labor that is merely clerical may be done by women, 
q and other descriptions of labor might be performed by disabled men, 
of whom there are a great number, thus obtaining a considerable 
force of able-bodied men for the field, while at the same time you do 
an act of charity and justice to a number of destitute and unprovided 
females and men who have worthily become proper objects of the 
publie care. 

It seems to me to be now absolutely necessary to evoke in the speedi- 
est and most effectual manner possible the entire resources and 
strength of every State in the Confederacy. This, Iam persuaded by 
reason and experience, cannot be done under the existing organization 
and arrangements of the Commissary and Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ments, no matter how much genius, good sense, and integrity may 
exist in their respective heads. They are too far from the scene of 
operations to possess that fullness of knowledge which is necessary 
to enable them to act with the particularity and efficiency which the 
necessity of the occasion requires. The field is too wide for sugges- 
tions of appointments and for immediate control by the central power. 
Departmental organization, naturally that of the States, under author- 
ity of the Secretary of War, and accountable to the respective heads 

-at Richmond, is essential. If you think the subject worth further 
consideration I will submit details of the plan which I have in view, 
and the reasons for its adoption. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES CHESNUT, JR., 
Brigadier- General. 


Recent orders seek, by a_rough but rapid surgery, to 1 it 

_ Thope they will, if properly enforced, meet most of these suggesti 
but I would be very happy to have the benefit more fully of . 
counsel, and invite the communication of the plan to which hase a of 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., October 3, 1864. 
Surg. R. Ports, ; 
Medical Purveyor, Montgomery, Ala.: ~~ 
Sir: It has been reported to this office that sorghum seed is ‘a good 
substitute for grain in the manufacture of whisky. Youare instructed — 
to purchase a sufficient quantity to give it a trial, and report to this 
office the quantity of liquor obtained from one bushel of seed; also its 
quality and the price paid for the seed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General OC. S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 76. Richmond, October 5, 1864. 


I. All details heretofore granted under authority of the War 
Department to persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
years are revoked, and all such detailed men, together with those 
within the said ages who hold furloughs or temporary exemptions by 
reason of pending applications for details, will be promptly assem- 
bled at the camps of instruction and appropriately assigned among 
the armies for service, except that men detailed and now actually 
employed in manufacturing, providing, collecting, and forwarding 
munitions and other indispensable supplies for the Army and Navy, 
or in work indispensable to military operations, will be continued in — 
their present employments until their details shall be revised. 

II. The heads of departments and chiefs of bureaus will, within 
the next twenty days, forward to the generals of reserves lists of all 
detailed men in their employment in the several States, specially dis- 
tinguishing and certifying those who are experts and those absolutely 
indispensable for the performance of the above-mentioned Govern- 
ment work and business; and all detailed employés not so certified 
within the prescribed period will, upon the expiration thereof, be 
forthwith assigned to the Army. 

III. All persons called out by this order who claim exemption on 
account of physical disability will be examined by select medical 
boards after their arrival at the camps of instruction. 

IV. All men found for light duty, who are unassigned, will at once ° 
report to the camps of instruction under the penalty of being forthwith 
assigned to the active forces. 

By order: , 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ett, Provisional Army, C. S., now on Spotl 
é broad, will without delay return to the Confederate State 
rt to Col. di: Gorge Shieh of Ordnance, CG B Army. 


Col. W. B Gause, Third Nicoon oe will proceed with 
racticable delay to the State of Missouri and report to Maj. Gen. 
Price for the purpose of raising troops in that State, « or such other 
@ pont as may. be EaveCIES by Soneral Sai 


3 eecinind of the Seas a War: 
ga > JNO. WITHERS, 
| Assistant Acpulantes General. 


a “= 

_ CIRCULAR ; CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
i. _ WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 33. Richmond, Va., October 7, 1864. 


By General Orders, No. 76, current series, all details heretofore 
granted under authority of the War Department through this Bureau — 
to persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five are uncon- 
ditionally revoked, and by said general order all such persons now 

_ under such details are required to report in person forthwith to such 

camps of instruction of the respective States as may be designated for - 
assignment by the generals commanding the reserve forces to military 
service. * 

Under this order all farmers, planters, mechanies, and others hold- 
ing details by authority of the War Department or of local con- 
j scription officers are required forthwith to repair to the camps of 
instruction. 
| Officers engaged in the conscription service are required promptly 
and with inexorable vigor to withdraw all such details as are herein 
indicated and move the persons hitherto detailed to the camps of 
instruction for assignment to service. No appeals from this order 
will be entertained by the Secretary of War unless approved and for- 
warded through this Bureau by the generals commanding the reserve 
forces. 

Applicants for detail will not be furloughed during the pendency 
of their applications, but will be assigned to the Army. 

Circular No. 8, Bureau of Conscription, March 18, 1864, having been 
rendered nugatory by subsequent general orders from the Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, is hereby revoked. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- 


* A full paragraph of this circular is so mutilated in the only copy in possession 
of the War Department that it is impossible to publish it. 


Richmond, Va.: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Upon recent application I have been authorized to 
raise a brigade of cavalry of reserves and non-conscripts in North 
Georgia. I have two regiments very nearly completed. There is no 
doubt I will succeed with them. They are being raised in the State 
east of Atlanta. There are a great number of soldiers belonging to 
commands raised in North Georgia now absent in that region who are 
there without leave, called deserters. I know from my influence with 
the citizens and soldiers in that region that I can induce hundreds of 
them to return to our service. I am not mistaken when I assert that 
I ean bring more of them out than any other person. I am very anx- 
ious to do so. I will do so under any order that may be issued by the 
War Department or any authority that may be granted to accomplish 
the desired object. If I were permitted to announce that they would 
be reorganized as mounted infantry, and serve under me and in my 
brigade, I hazard nothing in saying that I can get a thousand or 
greater number to return to our service who will otherwise be lost to 
it. If I can’t be permitted to retain them under me, I desire to bring 
them out so as to verify my assertion of influence with them. I would 
not have addressed you personally but for the fact that recent oceur- 
rences in the Army of Tennessee, resulting in my trial and removal 
from my position as colonel Thirty-sixth Georgia, would prejudice my 
statements as to my influence with the citizens and soldiers of North 
- Georgia with the Secretary of War, who has not seen the testimonials 
from officers and soldiers, and from the citizens who reside in Upper 
Georgia, where I have been raised, and which I submitted to Your 
Excellency in the record in that case. The result of that case has 
not in the least impaired my influence with them. It is hard for them 
to believe that I would do wrong intentionally; besides, the recent 
desertion of the principal witness against me in presence of the enemy, 
then a private, but at the time of his desertion a lieutenant in Thirty- 
sixth Georgia, Thomas M. Lane, has made in my favor rather than 
against me. Please exeuse this digression. 

Hoping that you will give such directions in the premises as will 
authorize me to use my influence to get those of our soldiers to return 
in North Georgia who are there without leave, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JESSE A. GLENN. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Respectfully submitted, by direction of the President, to the Honor- 
able Secretary of War for the proper attention. 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OCTOBER 19, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Whence did this officer obtain his authority to raise a brigade of 
cavalry from the reserves in North Georgia? Let him be instructed 
that no authority can be granted him to recruit deserters or to com- 
pound with them otherwise than by encouraging them to return to 


fA J a % <2 
Greensborough, Ga., October 7, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, a 


TABS " 
— Secretary. — 


F 


en on detailed service into tne field see Series I 


: , Vol. XXXIX, 
I, p. 801. ] sae s: 


ais 


[OCTOBER 7, 1864.—For Beauregard to Davis, relating to settlement 
matters between Governor Brown and General Cobb, relating to 
exempts and State militia, and action of President Davis and Secre- 

ary Seddon thereon, see Series I, Vol. XX XIX, Part III, p. 800. ] 


+. 
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3 GENERAL ORDERS, f ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
4 No: 77. Richmond, October 8, 1864. 
The following will supersede General Orders, No. 76, present series, ss 


which are hereby revoked: = 
JI. All details heretofore granted under authority of the War Depart- 
ment to persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years 
are hereby revoked; and all such detailed men, together with those 
within the said ages who hold furloughs or temporary exemptions by 
reasons of pending applications for detail, will be promptly assem- 
bled at the camps of instruction and appropriately assigned among 
the armies for service; except that men detailed and now actually 
employed as artisans, mechanics, or persons of scientific skill (and 
those detailed and now engaged in the manufacture, collection, and 
forwarding of indispensable supplies for the Army and Navy) will be 
-eontinued in their present employments until their respective details 
be revised. 

II. The heads of departments and chiefs of bureaus will-imme- 
diately forward to the generals of reserves in the several States 
lists of all detailed men in their employment in the said States, cer- 
tifying in each case of a person between eighteen and forty-five years 
those who are experts and absolutely indispensable for the public 
service, specifying the employment of each individual; and all 
detailed employés who are between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
years not so certified within the prescribed period will be forthwith 
assigned to the Army. A duplicate of the above lists will at the same 
time be furnished to the Adjutant and Inspector General for the 
action of the Secretary of War. 

III. All persons called out by these orders who claim exemption 
on account of physical disability will be examined by select medical 
boards at the camps of instruction. 

IV. All men found fit for light duty, and who are unassigned, will 
at once report to the camps of instruction, under the penalty of being 
forthwith assigned to the active forces. 

By order: 


ee 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Richmond, Oc 0 


Hon. James A. SEDDON, vee 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


- 


Sir: The act of Congress passed February 17, 1864, provides for the = 


- enrollment of the free negroes, who are held liable to perform certain 


duties with the Army in hospitals, in work upon fortifications, &e. 


The Secretary of War is also authorized to employ 20,000 male slaves, _ 


by hire or impressment, for similar purposes, and all are to be pro- 
vided with rations and clothing, under rules to be established by the 
War Department. As yet nothing has been done to execute this act, 
so far, at least, as it relates to clothing. I would respectfully sug- 
gest, therefore, in anticipation of same, that in the important items 
of blankets, shoes, and woolen garments each bureau be required to 


provide for the free negroes and slaves employed by it. The act does | 


not put this burden upon the Quartermaster’s Department, and calls 
recently made upon it preparatory to the coming winter show that it 
cannot safely assume it. Summer clothing and cotton pants, shirts, 
drawers, socks, and caps this department can supply, but in regard 
to the other articles it is simply reduced to this: Shall soldiers in the 
field be supplied, or shall these indispensable articles go to the 
negroes? ‘To meet the present demand for men in the field, blankets, 
shoes, and woolen goods have to be drawn in large quantities from 
abroad. In procuring them from there it is only a question of money, 
and as each bureau has its fund abroad, can purchase there without 
the risk of competition, and enjoys equal facilities in all respects 
with this for bringing the supplies in, the arrangement proposed 
appears to be both expedient and just. There is now ample time to 
provide what is needed. The market at Nassau is overstocked with 
all the articles referred to, and in making purchases the services of 
either Mr. Heyliger or Major Waller can be availed of. 
Your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


[First indorsement.] 


Quartermaster-General for conference. 
J AS: 


[Second indorsement. ] . 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, November 5, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War in accordance with 
ae suggestion, with the following draught of the proposed general 
order: 

1. When free negroes are enrolled or slaves are hired or impressed 
under the act of February 17, 1864, and assigned to service with the 
bureaus of the War Department, each bureau will pay the negroes so 
assigned upon the forms and in the same manner as other employés 
are now paid. The negroes enrolled will be paid $11 a month, and 
slaves hired or impressed schedule rates, as prescribed by the State 
commissioners. 

2. Each bureau will also provide such negroes and all other 
employes in its service with the necessary woolen shirts, jackets, and 
pants, and blankets, overcoats, and shoes. Cotton pants, shirts, 
drawers, socks, and caps will be provided by the Quartermaster’s 
Department on requisitions made quarterly, showing the number of 


ng these es 
vices of the purchasing quartermaster 


A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- Coneae 


+ 


-. ge RicHMonD, October 8, 1864. 
His Excellency Jerrerson Davis, / 

= President of the Confederate States : 

Dear Sir: I do not feel, comfortable at being idle in times like 
Bisse, and yet am not able to shoulder a gun in field service, or I 
= uld ere this have been with the brave battalion of my Maryland 
who have shown such devotion under General Lee. To attempt 


esults than in the spring, and for that and other reasons I think it 
est for the public interest not to press the matter at this time. My 


- Government to organize a secret-service corps in connection with or 
to embrace the Signal Corps. If such be the case, and the matter is 
open, and you feel at liberty to intrust me with the command, I feel 
confident that I can render efficient service quite commensurate with 
_ the expenditure to be incurred. Should I fail to do so, or to come 
_ fully up to your expectation, you may rely upon it that I will 
_ promptly and voluntarily surrender the trust without waiting to have 
my commission revoked. My view would be to organize a full regi- 
ment of Marylanders not owing service to the Confederacy, not in 
service, many of whom I feel confident I can bring over the border to 
organize a corps of heavy artillery to be available on the Potomac, 
and thus by the activity and energy of the material I should embody 
I think the navigation of the Potomac by transports could be materi- 
ally embarrassed at important moments, if deemed necessary by 

~ General Lee, and the communication between Grant and Washing- 
ton, and also between that officer and his troops in the Valley, carried 

_on principally by telegrams along the Potomac country, severed and 
interfered with, so as to make it comparatively useless when most 
needed. My relations with men on the other side, their sons being 
with me, and my knowledge of men and things up to the Canada line, 
would very materially facilitate such operations. 

I do not, of course, know if the plans I suggest are within your 
province to have executed, but I beg respectfully to suggest them for 
your consideration. If anything of. the kind is to be done, it would, 
of course, be desirable to enter upon it as soon as practicable. 

I am, very respectfully, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. P. KANE. 


ee, 2 es 


[First indorsement. } 
Secretary of War for remarks. 
5 J. D. 
[Second indorsement. ] 


OCTOBER 18, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the President. | 
I had not contemplated such organization for secret service in con- 
nection with the Signal Corps, supposing the latter fully engrossed in 


(eS 


arry out the contemplated organization of the Maryland troops in ~ 
Valley would now be attended with more labor and with less | 


attention has frequently been called to the probable intention of the 


- not recommend the ye used wi eavy art n the 
as Ido not think they could maintain their positions the 
would certainly provoke attack, and might induce a destru 

— dition into the Northern Neck of Virginia. : —— 
ee J. A. SEDDON, 


v ot iaot 
_ Secretary 


. 
[Third indorsement. ] 


é OCTOBER 19, 1864 
So much of the plan as proposes to raise a regiment of Maryland 
from men not in the service, and who do not owe service to the Con- 
federate States, is approved. To arm them~as heavy artillery 
would defeat the object in view, as they would then necessari 
remain with an army by which they could be supported, heavy arti 
lery being least of all arms qualified for separate operations. Either 
for the special service indicated or for service with other troops, 
according to their character, I would be glad to have such a regiment 
~ as is described within. 
% J aes 


a 


[OCTOBER 8 and 29, 1864.—For Lee to Vance, in relation to getting 4 
the reserves of North Carolina into service, see Series I, Vol. XLII, ~ 
Part II, pp. 1141, 1183. ] 


MERIDIAN, October 10, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Shall I permit cotton in hands of Governors of States, and belong- 
ing to State governments, to pass lines in exchange for State supplies ? 
R. TAYLOR, 
Lneutenant- General. 


SPECIAL REQUISITION. 


IRL sos Soe ec Sn a et Re Five thousand dollars. 


I certify on honor that the above requisition is correct and just, 
and that the money is absolutely necessary for the public service, 
made so by the following circumstances, to wit: It is needed to pur- 
chase supplies for the comfort and subsistence of the sick and 
wounded in Walker Hospital, Columbus, Ga., under my charge. 

CARLISLE TERRY, 
Surgeon, Provisional Army, C. S. 

Received at Columbus, Ga., this 10th day of October, 1864, of Capt. 

J. H. Graybill, assistant commissary of subsistence, the sum of $5,000 


in full of the above requisition, to be charged against Walker Hos- 
pital fund. 


Aral 


{ aly “aati to Surg. C. Gorey | 
e no funds for hospitals or for any other purposes. The 
( mmissary has made repeated efforts to get funds from Rich- 
md to supply this and other posts in his district, but hang far has 

: ed no funds. 
Respectfully, _ 


J. H. GRAYBILL, 
Captain: and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


d [Second indorsement. ] - 


_ OFFICE WALKER HOSPITAL, 
October 10, 1864. 
espectfully forwarded. 
nless some arrangement can be made by which funds can be 
ined for the purchase of comforts for sick and wounded in hos- 
tal great injury to public service and loss of many valuable lives 
-mustensue. It is perfectly useless to attempt to treat such diseases 
as prevail most commonly among soldiers unless suitable diet can be 
provided, as a great proportion of the diseases arise from the exposure 
and diet of the camp. I have raised money for this hospitalon my —— 
- Own personal security until I can do so nomore. I forward this to 
relieve myself from responsibility on account of suffering which will 
ensue in my hospital and in hopes that if the case is presented to 
_ proper authority some remedy may be had. 
CARLISLE TERRY, 
z Surgeon in Charge. 
cs [Third indorsement. ] 
OFFICE MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF HOSPITALS, 
3 Columbus, Ga., October 11, 1864. 
s Respectfully forwarded to the Surgeon- wean 
Unless some remedy is applied soon the hospitals of this department 
_ will have to furlough all their inmates to secure for them appropriate 
diet. If the Treasury Department does not furnish the currency the 
sick and wounded cannot be fed. 
8. H. STOUT, 
Medical Director. 
[Fourth indorsement.] 
SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
October 25, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, requesting his perusal 
of these indorsements and ur ging that measures be adopted to enable 
surgeons in charge of hospitals to feed the sick and wounded. ‘The 
evils resulting from a failure to supply them cannot be exaggerated. 
Ss. P. MOORE, 
a Surgeon-General C. 8S. Ar my. 
Ss [Fifth indorsement. ] 
OCTOBER 27, 1864. 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL: 
Why cannot funds be furnished? The Secretary of the Treasury 
honors requisitions now. 
Jc Ame, 


Secretary. 


- 5 
in: ms _ pS 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. _ 
Money has been sent. Major Allen, commissary of subsiste 
Columbus, Ga., which would have arrived in time to meet Doct 

- Terry’s requisition but for the fact that no warrants were issued from 
the Treasury from September 7 to October 7. 


As long as this Bureau has, as has been the case for several months, | 


upward of $30,000,000 of unhonored requisitions there must be a delay 
of at least two months in supplying funds. The Honorable Secretary 


of War is urgently requested to remedy this evil if possible by ena- — 
bling this Bureau to obtain more currency from the Treasury, the — 


amount of non-taxable bonds and certificates of indebtedness issued — 


to the Subsistence Bureau being [more] than that for all other bureaus 


of this Department combined. I had not been previously informed of _ 


the improved condition of the Treasury intimated by the indorsement 
of the Honorable Secretary of War. 
L,-B.. NORTHROP se 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


[OCTOBER 10, 1864.—For Lee to Cooper, in relation to the operation 


of General Orders, No. 76 (see p. 712), in strengthening the armies in 
the field, see Series I, Vol. XLII, Part III, p. 1144. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 78. 


I. The attention of officers and soldiers is specially directed to the 
thirty-fourth article of Army Regulations, and General Orders, No. 3, 
1863. The rapidly increasing correspondence of the War Depart- 
ment demands that their requirements shall hereafter be ‘strictly 
observed. A violation of them will subject the offender to prompt 
trial by court-martial. The regulations respecting military corre- 


Richmond, October 11, 1864. 


* 


spondence were made after long experience, and are indispensable to . 


an intelligent and efficient discharge of business. 


The remarks and opinions of intermediate commanders upon the - 


subject-matter of each communication are important to the Depart- 
ment, and in all cases required. Opportunity must, therefore, be 
afforded for their expression; and all communications which are not 
forwarded through the prescribed channel will be invariably returned 
without other action than instructions to bring the party to trial for 
violation of orders. 

Letter paper will be folded in three, and foolseap in four equal 
folds, parallel with the writing, and indorsed on the fold correspond- 
ing with the top of the sheet, thus: 


Post or Station and Date of Letter. 


3mm el women ce ce we ee wenn ee os sos cceee+ sss 


_ The indorsement should be carefully made, so as to afford inforine 
tion of its contents at a glance, and to present only those points which 


i Poaineny, This will leave ele space OR su ; 
dorsement. Commanders will return for completion all 

not so indorsed. The practice of wrapping communications — 

ere strips of paper for the purpose of indorsement, owing to 

ability to be detached and lost, is prohibited. 

ssuing commissaries will hereafter require from commissioned | 

rs drawing rations a certificate that the same are for their own 


Sie Upon information received that any commissioned officer or 
soldier has sold the rations drawn by him he will thereafter not be 
allowed to draw rations, at any one time, for a greater period than 
three days. 
IV. Furloughed officers and men other an those furloughed from 
_ hospitals will be allowed to draw, at the place where furloughed, 
_ rations for the number of days only that are required for their jour-— 
ney. Officers and men furloughed from hospitals will receive from 
- the hospital commissary such number of rations, for the purpose of | 
_ reaching their destination, as the surgeon in ‘charge may direct. 
_ Furloughed men may be allowed commutation of rations for the time 
specified, in lieu of rations in kind, if they prefer it. After reaching 
their destination sick and wounded furloughed men not in hospitals ae 
_ may draw from the nearest post commissary rations in kind or com-: 
mutation therefor for the period of five days at atime. Each issue 
_ made to furloughed men, or each payment, if commutation is allowed, 
_ will be indorsed on the furlough by the issuing officer. 
_ V. Boards of examiners in general hospitals are directed not to 
furlough or discharge, or recommend for leave of absence, any soldier 
or officer who, on his admittance into hospital, could not show proper 
- authority for his absence from his command. Officers or soldiers 
sg 
applying for admission into general hospitals who are not provided 
with proper. authority for their absence from their commands will, 
if able to travel, not be admitted, but sent back to their commands, 
If unable to travel, such cases will be received into hospitals and 
their admittance reported to their respective commanding officers, 
and when sufficiently recovered they will be returned under guard to 
their commands. 

VI. All communications to the Secretary of War or to this office 
from the generals commanding reserves pertaining to the matter of 
conscriptions or other duties hitherto devolved on the authorities 
of conscription must be addressed through the superintendent of the 
Bureau of Conscription. 

By order: 


i ° 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Tallahassee, October 11, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 
Governor of North Carolina: 

DEAR SiR: Yours 28th ultimo is before me. It arrived during my 
absence from here. The objects you purpose to accomplish by a con- 
vention of Governors are vastly important, and are cordially approved 
by me. I will at any time appointed meet you in convention at 
Augusta, Ga., or at any point more convenient and agreeable to others, 
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r oe to ine, ae in diferent par 


~ 


___-- T have the honor to Wes Peres 


. RALEIGH, October 11, a 
~ General B. BRAGG, eG ee 
Richmond, Visca. ~ 

There is a meeting of Governors at Augusta on Monday, irae 178 

to consult about how to spare more men for the service. J am vi 
anxious to know what North Carolina has done in comparison wi 

_ the other States. Can you furnish the information from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office? If so, write me to Augusta, Ga. ‘ 
ZL. B. VANCE, 
Governor. 


[Indorsement. } 


Without a very protracted and laborious researen 1t 18 not possible — 
to ascertain the number of men. The regiments from North Carolina — 
were unusually full at the outset. There are in the Confederate — 
‘service sixty-seven regiments, five battalions, and twelve unattached — 
companies. Two State regiments are at present doing service under ~ 
Confederate authority, but have not been transferred to Confederate 
service. Thus farnine battalions of reserves have been organized. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
October 12, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to General Bragg. 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Inclosed is a tabulated statement, which will furnish comparison 
with other States. * 


¥ 
i 
a 
b 
7 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, - 
October 11, 1864. 


His Excellency WILLIAM SMITH, 
Governor of Virginia: 
Str: I respectfully lay before you an important communication from 


reais -General Smith, superintendent of the Virginia Military Insti- 
ute 


Very respectfully, your obedient, 
WM. H. RICHARDSON, 
Adjutant- General. 
[Inclosure.] 
HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE, 


. ; October 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. RICHARDSON, 


Adjutant: General : 


GENERAL: I have this moment seen Special Orders, No. 102, fon 
the headquarters of the reserve forces, dated October 3, 1864, a copy 


* Not found. - 


. The authority exercised by the Co 
ver the cadets of the Virginia Military Institu 
orders is directly in conflict with the instructions which 
ceived from the Governor of Virginia under your order of “g 
r 14, 1862, and of the special order given to me personally by 
Excellency Governor Smith in June, 1864. I feel myself embar- 
ed in my duty under the circumstances which surround the case. 
ract the closing paragraph of your order of October 14, 1862. 
he Governor, in view of all these important facts, feels it to beincumbentupon 
him to direct the superintendent of the Virginia Military Institute not to surren- 
der any cadet who may be claimed as a conscript by the Confederate authority 
until the constitutionality of the act of Congress called the conscript law shall 
r® been tested, the legislative will of the State ascertained, or until further 
ers. 


_ The authorities of the Virginia Military Institute have no disposition 

to withhold the cadets from the service of the country in this hour of 

its peril and need. They have promptly sanctioned their service 
without stint and at costly sacrifice of blood to the cause of this 
country. But the State through its military institute stands as a 

- guardian, in her sovereign capacity, to these young soldiers, and it 

- seems to be but just and proper that when their services are required 

in the field of battle they should be sent forth under the authority of 
' the State whose servants they are, that the care and protection which 
_ have been assumed and promised to them may be rendered. Where 
thus rallied around the standard of the country, they will present an 
organized Virginia command, which may be extended to embrace 
many others who would promptly rally around the Virginia Military 
Institute, and by their efficiency render substantial service, without 
detriment to their morals. 

If Special Orders, No. 102, be persisted in the organization of the 
Military Institute will be destroyed, and I apprehend the worst con- 
sequenees to the individual members of the institute. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: FRANCIS H. SMITH, 
Brevet Major-General and Superintendent. 


4 [Sub-inclosure.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES, 
? No. 102. October 3, 1864. 
The commencement of the next regular session of the Virginia Mili- 
tary Institute having been postponed until the 1st of November next, 
all cadets who are not under seventeen years of age and not already 
assigned to duty in the field by orders from the War Department 
or from these headquarters are hereby required to report without 
delay to Maj. T. G. Peyton, commandant of camp of instruction at 
Camp Lee, near Richmond, for immediate and temporary field service. 
Cadets under seventeen years of age are also earnestly invited to 
report at once for assignment to duty. 
All furloughs and exemptions heretofore granted to cadets are, by 
command of the Secretary of War, revoked. 
The cadets will be released from field service by or before the com- 
mencement of the session of the institute. 
By command of Major-General Kemper: 
R. H. CATLETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


STATE OF NortTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE ‘DEPARTMENT, Ree 
a Raleigh, October 12, 1864. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


Str: In answer to your circular letter of a recent date respecting — 


the foreigners in our midst, I have to say that I concur in the sug- 
gestion advanced by you. No laws have been passed in this State 
oppressive of this class of persons and no edict of expulsion has 
been or will be adopted. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z. B. VANCE. 


- 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, October 13, 1864. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Your attention is respectfully asked to the inclosed 
copy of a letter from the Quartermaster-General to the Honorable 
Secretary of War. The original was referred to me for remarks, and 
was returned with the indorsement this copy bears. 

That you may know the origin of this strange paper, I send also a 
copy of my letter to General Gardner, inclosing to him the inspection 
report referred to and calling his attention to the alleged violations 
of law. It will be seen my only instruction to him was to proceed 
‘‘as the law requires in every case of infraction.” After a careful 
reperusal of that letter, I can see nothing to retract and nothing to ~ 
justify the errors, tone, and temper (not to say disrespect) displayed 
by the Quartermaster-General, so foreign to the usual deportment of 
that scrupulous and faithful officer. I am as unwilling to be thus 
thwarted in my efforts, under your orders, to see all men properly 
due there put into the Army as I am anxious to avoid these unusual 
and, as it appears to me, unmilitary arrangements by my inferiors. 
In asimilar, but more marked case, where a subordinate officer of the 
Conscript Bureau, some two montlis since, addressed me a very dis- 
respectful communication, I referred it to the Honorable Secretary of 
War, but as yet have no notice of any action. This case is therefore 
submitted to your consideration. 

As these records are to constitute a part of the future history of the 
country, I feel sure you will appreciate my appeal to be relieved from 
an attitude so mortifying to my self-respect and so humiliating to my 
professional pride. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[Indorsement. } 


NOVEMBER 6, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

The act referred to imposed a penalty and preseribed a duty. Gen- 
eral Bragg but fulfilled an obligation to aid in the faithful execution 
of the law when he called the attention of the post commander to the 
reported violations of law, which it was the duty of that officer to 
restrain. The “‘post” quartermaster at Richmond bears to the com- 
mander of the post the relation of field quartermaster to the com- 
mander of an army. The Quartermaster-General was not expected 
and it would have been absurd to expect, him to inspect every estab- 
lishment in the Confederacy to ascertain whether his assistants kept 


ment contrary to the law cited, and there was no i 
rights in seeking to enforce the law by the means provi 
The reference of the complaint to General Bragg is no 
the point which he describes as mortifying, &e. ; 
fear the originals may not have attracted your notice, I send 

es inclosed in the letter of General Bragg. res 


[Inelosure No. 1.] 


_ HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
Richmond, September 16, 1864. 


General WILLIAM M. GARDNER, 
gn aieed Commanding Post, Richmond: 
_ GENERAL: Inclosed herewith is a copy of an inspection report of 
_ the officers of the Quartermaster’s Department in Richmond. Your 
_ special attention is called to the following points developed by this 
- report: e : 
_ I. “Lieutenant-Colonel Cone, acting assistant quartermaster-gen- 
eral, has in his office an able-bodied conscript detailed as clerk.” 
_ This is in direct violation of the eighth section of act approved Feb- 
 Yruary 17, 1864. ees 
II. See case of Captain Barksdale. Why is it that the money he 
' disburses, any more than in case of other quartermaster’s, shall be 
_ kept in the Treasury beyond his control? This officer is on post duty 
and under your command. 
I. Maj. C. M. Smith, assistant quartermaster. ‘‘There are in this 
office three able-bodied men detailed as clerks.” See remarks on 
_  Lieutenant-Colonel Cone. _— 
IV. Captain Weisiger, assistant quartermaster, has contracts with 
six persons, who, he says, were detailed by Secretary of War. Has 
two employés, both liable to conscription. 
4 VY. Captain Putney has 236 details, many of them irregular, and 
forty-two employés; does not say whether they are of conscript age. 
Your attention is necessary in this case. 
3 VI. Captain Morfit, assistant quartermaster, ‘‘has one employé of 
conscript age.” 5 
; VII. Captain Dugan, assistant quartermaster, should have his 
office at the hospitals. His station is not in the city and he is not 
entitled to commutation. Much complaint was made to me at these 
hospitals by the sick of being unable to see a quartermaster without 
walking into the city. 
VIII. Captain Kemper, assistant quartermaster. Same as above. 
IX. D. Rankin, quartermaster agent. By whom and when was he 
appointed? What age? Has a conscript without detail. 
X. Captain Dorsey, assistant quartermaster. The details and 
employés should be examined to see if fit for duty. 
XI. Maj. George F. Maynard, quartermaster. The large list of 
employés and details require scrutiny. 
XII. Capt. O. F. Weisiger, assistant quartermaster. Details and 
employés should be examined. é = 
XIII. Maj. J. C. Maynard, quartermaster. He employs over fifty 
men, as shown by his list—copy inclosed—in violation of law as above. 
- XIV. Major Ambler, assistant quartermaster. His office and 
employés require attention as above. 
XV. Major Harvie, assistant quartermaster. Attention necessary 
to long list of illegal details. 
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assistant quartermaster, not being on an 


XVI. Captain Claggett Sea 
: it wit artered — 


duty in the city, but with troops on the lines, should be qu 
and have his office with them. ; < 

XVII. Captain Orgain, assistant quartermaster. Details and — 
employés do not appear to be exempt. et 

XVIII. Captain West, assistant quartermaster, one of the paymas- 
ters Chimborazo Hospital. Lives in city. Has office in city. He 
must be where his duties are. ne: 

XIX. Major Bentley, assistant quartermaster. His list of details 
and employés needs attention. 

XX. Major Webb, assistant quartermaster, one of the paymasters 
at hospitals, should be with his duties. Reports one detailed soldier 
unfit for duty November, 1863, but says nothing of his condition now. 

XXI. Major Ferguson, assistant quartermaster. Details and 
employés not regular or according to law. See Colonel Cone. ; 

XXII. Major Cary, assistant quartermaster. Paymaster of troops 
in hospitals. Should be stationed where his duties are. 

XXII. Major Parkhill, assistant quartermaster. One employé 
irregular-and illegal. Others not properly detailed. These different 
quartermasters whose duties are connected with hospitals should all 
be assigned as per my order to General Ransom, and be required to 
reside at their posts. It is impossible any one man can do the duty 
assigned this officer at all the hospitals, and the consequence is neg- 
lect and great complaints. . 

XXIV. Captain Warren, assistant quartermaster. Details irregu- 
lar and illegal. See remarks in case Lieutenant-Colonel Cone. 

XXYV. Captain Wood, assistant quartermaster. Details, &¢., in vio- 
lation of law, and require prompt attention. See case of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cone. 

XXVIII. Major Johnston, assistant quartermaster, has one able- 
bodied conscript employed as clerk in violation of law. See case of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cone. 

XXX. Captain Morris, assistant quartermaster, has a detailed able- 
bodied conscript in violation of law. 

XXXI. Major Archer, assistant quartermaster. Details and em- 
ployés irregular and illegal. See case of Lieutenant-Colonel Cone. 

XXXII. Captain Macmurdo, same as above. 

The condition of the different offices of assistant quartermasters in 
Richmond requires your prompt attention under the ninth section of 
the law referred to, and you are desired to act as the law requires in 
every case of infraction. Arrest the guilty parties and send your 
charges up, that a court may be ordered for their trial. 

A proper arrangement and reassignment would enable the depart- 
ment to dispense with at least ten of these officers. : 

After retaining the report and accompanying papers herewith sent 
as long as you desire, for information, please return them. 

Very respectfully, 


BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Richmond, September 26, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 


Str: I have the honor to submit for your consideration certain 
papers referred to this Bureau by Maj. J. C. Maynard, quarter- 
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er, on duty in Richmond, and also certain papers received fro m 
itenant-Colonel Cone and Capt. George A. Barksdale bearing © 
on the same general subject. in 
It is proper to state at once that the “inspections” on which these 
ceedings against the officers of this department are based were 
ertaken with my hearty concurrence; that every item of informa- 
tion sought from this Bureau, whether regular or irregular in form, 
_ was promptly furnished to facilitate the progress of inspection; that 
every question submitted to this Bureau by officers of this depart- 
ment (to many of whom the visits of inspectors were entirely new, a 
and therefore their rights and powers unknown) was so decided as to 
open wide the doors for the entrance of the inspector, and to furnish 
him with every species of information necessary for a complete report. 
Up to that point the interest felt by this Bureau in these inspections 
was fully recognized by General Bragg and his inspectors. The 
papers inclosed show that.no reciprocal obligation has been acknowl- 
edged to furnish this Bureau with the important information thus 
desired, nor to claim its action or co-operation in correcting any abuses 
supposed to have been discovered by these inspections. But other 
means have been resorted to which I respectfully submit are in viola- 
tion of Army Regulations, general orders of the War Department, : 
the usages of the service, and the courtesies which prevail in such ~~ 
cases. 
First. The laws and Army Regulations require a disbursing officer 
to deposit his money, ‘‘as far as possible,” in one of the depositories 
of the Treasury, and to draw checks in favor of the person to whom 
payment is to be made, &e. 
The inspector reports Captain Barksdale (whose office is within a 


“‘stone’s throw” of the Treasury) because his money is ‘‘kept in the 
Treasury beyond his control,” and General Bragg quotes this com- 
plaint in his letter to General Gardner in connection with instrue- 
tions to ‘‘ arrest the guilty parties,” &c. 

Second. General Orders, No. 15, 1863, requires that ‘‘where occa- 

. sions may arise in military commands for charges against a disbursing ~ 
officer of the Army, arrest will be stayed until a report of the facts 
in the case is duly made to the War Department through the office of 
the Adjutant and Inspector General, and the officer will continue to 
discharge his duties until the Department shall take proper measures 
for his relief from duty.” General Bragg (in alluding toa large pro- 
portion of the quartermasters in Richmond) instructs General Gardner 
to ‘‘arrest the guilty parties and send your charges up, that a court 
may be ordered for their trial.” 

Third. General Bragg adopts the statement of the inspector, that 
the officer is guilty of a violation of law, and then this officer is called 
upon by General Gardner (who furnishes him with General Bragg’s 
statement) to send up the necessary testimony to go before the court, 
which is to be ordered. In truth, an officer holding a commission in 
the Army, and intrusted by his Government with the disbursement of 
millions of money, is first pronounced guilty, then called on to plead 
to the indictment, and at the same time ordered to furnish any miss- 
ing links in the testimony necessary to insure his conviction. 

Fourth. It has been the policy of the War Department to place all 
officers of the general staff as much as possible under the control and 
supervision of the respective chiefs of bureaus to which they are 
attached, especially so in case of those departments having control of 
large disbursements and extensive workshops, in order that there may 


~pility. This is shown, not only by the constant reference thi _ 
respective chiefs of all matters appertaining to their subordin: te 
officers, but by a number of general orders and decisions of the War = 
Department (several of which are herein inclosed) and even by the 
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be more perfect system as well as mutual confidence and 


messages to Congress of His Excellency the President. 


General Bragg now seeks to institute the most summary proceed- se 


ings against a large number of quartermasters at the seat of Govern- 
ment—such proceedings as would stop suddenly the entire-operations 
of this important branch of the War Department in the midst of the 


most pressing demands upon it that war has ever made, through the 


instrumentality of the commandant of the post, and without even a 
passing notice to the chief of the Bureau that these important events 
are about to transpire. 

Fifth. General Bragg informs the commander of the post of Rich- 
mond (within the limits of which is the War Department and, of 
course, the Quartermaster-General’s Office), and through him nearly 
every quartermaster in Richmond, that ‘‘a* proper arrangement and 
reassignment of these officers would enable the department to dis- 


pense with at least ten of these officers.” As it has been the invari- 


able practice of the War Department to refer to this Bureau all 


_ proposals to assign officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, and 


this statement of General Bragg’s is so positive and specific, I respect- 
fully ask that he be invited to indicate the ‘‘ten” officers whose 
services can be dispensed with, and the ‘‘ proper arrangement ” of the 
duties of the others which would accomplish this object. General 
statements can be made with but little cost or trouble, but so to dis- 
tribute the duties of officers as to meet every emergency of -the 
service—to secure the ‘‘right man in the right place”—I have found 
a most intricate problem to solve. 

I will-not further remark, sir, on the entire absence of courtesy to 
the chief of this Bureau by which all these proceedings are character- 
ized, nor invoke the interposition of the Secretary of War in my 
behalf, content to believe that the measure of courtesy due is more 
capable of enforcement by good taste than Army Regulations. But 
in behalf of the officers of this department, who have been taught by 
the utterances of the President and the practices of the War Depart- 
ment to look to the chief of their Bureau for instruction as to their 
duties, Ido make my appeal to a common superior, and ask that their 
duties and responsibilities be properly defined and protected. It is 


not matter of form, but of substance, to which] object. Irespectfully — 


submit: 

First. That the quartermasters called. upon are not under General 
Gardner’s orders, and therefore General Bragg could not properly 
direct General Gardner to call on them for these reports, and the 
relations of these officers to the chief of this Bureau can be changed 
only by orders from the Adjutant-General’s Office. 

Second. That if the inspector’s report was of any value, its state- 
ments being positive as to violations of law, and the officers having 


already furnished him with all the facts, there was as much presented ° 


in that report upon which to found charges as these officers could 
furnish; and that, waiving the question of General Gardner’s right to 
call upon them, it is simply persecution and waste of time to call 
again and again for these statements. 

Third. That if any further statements from these officers are neces- 
sary to insure their conviction they cannot be called on to assist the 
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making out his case, after having been notified t 
ilty” and must be tried by court-martial. — \ 
ith. That the manner in which these officers are approached as — 
alleged illegality discovered by the inspector is not caleulated — 
evate the morale of the service. Instead of being properly 
ronted with the charges against them they are pursued more 
e culprits already condemned to punishment. As far as these 
officers are personally known to me, they are men of character and = 
good repute, now in the discharge of important trusts, and have a ee 
right to be sensitive as to their fidelity and honor. I express no ~ 
- opinion as to guilt or innocence in any specific case, and shall be glad 
_ to see the trial go on whenever the prosecutor is ready. General 
_ Bragg cannot be more anxious to punish the guilty nor to send able- 
_ bodied men to the Army than Iam, but I respectfully insist that this 
- sweeping denunciation in advance of a large class of officers does 
~ not promote efficiency or secure correction. 
Fifth. That these quartermasters having furnished to the inspector 
complete lists of their employés, and the Bureau of Conscription being 
- now engaged in registering every man in Richmond (full informa- 
tion having been furnished them by this Bureau toward aiding in 
their work), the means of procuring all the testimony to convict ‘‘the 
guilty parties” are ample and within reach, without compelling any 
- officer to ‘‘criminate himself.” 

In conclusion I respectfully protest that in making this appeal to 
the Secretary of War I seek not to shield any guilty man from punish- 
ment, but earnestly invite the most severe scrutiny into the character 
and transactions of all the officers of the department, many of whom 
are doubtless not without fault. I do ask, though, that the princi- 
ples and practice of the War Department should not be set aside as 
against one class of officers and common right violated in order that 
reform may seem to move forward at a quicker pace. 

— Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


j 
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[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES, 
October 11, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

It appears to me that the Quartermaster-General has strangely 
misapprehended my action in the matter of which he complains, and 
still more strangely misconstrued and misapplied the law and regu- 
lations. By the ninth section of the act of February 17, 1864, ‘‘it 
shall be the duty of any district or department commander, upon 
proof by the oath of any credible person, that any such officer has 
violated this provision, immediately to relieve such officer from duty, 
and said commander shall take prompt measures to have him tried 
for such offense.” : 

By General Orders, No. 48, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, 27th of May, 1864, paragraph VIII, this duty is also devolved 
on post commanders. Upon the receipt by me of an inspection report 
made by an officer duly ordered and authorized to make investigation 
into these matters, setting forth certain violations of the above- 
quoted law, the whole matter was referred to the proper commander ; 
and my only action was simply to call his attention to the require- 
ments of the law, the neglect of which forfeited his own commission. 


It will be observed that my instructions to him refer not to 
parties reported, but to the “guilty parties,” thereby indicating 


the inspection report sent him was not his guide, but for his “‘infor- 


mation.” 


It is apparent from the tenor of the remarks of the Quartermaster- i 


General that he misapprehends to some extent the object of inspec- 
tions as well as the exact military relations of the officers of his 
department stationed in and about Richmond. As the chief of the 


Bureau charged with the financial and property responsibility of his — 


subordinates, it is conceded that information obtained by inspections 
should be furnished him; but when it comes to the military respon- 
sibility of these officers to their proper superiors—as in the case 
before us—I cannot concede his claim. : 

The error arises from the proximity of the officers to the chief of the 
Bureau, and the mixed duties (post and depot) improperly assigned 
them. The post quartermasters in Richmond are no more under the 
control of the Quartermaster-General, nor less under the control of 
the post commander, than are the same class of officers in Mobile or 
Galveston, and every attempt to make a distinction will only work 
confusion and disorder and result in inefficiency and irresponsibility. 
A copy of my letter to General Gardner is herewith inclosed. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE DEPT., 
: Richmond, October 13, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 

Str: I have the honor to call your attention to the fact that I have 
just received long and interesting reports from Major White and 
Major Munnerlyn of the results of the operations of the Cattle Bat- 
talion in Florida. These papers, though well worthy of your perusal 
and attention, are on account of their length not submitted to you. 
The services rendered by this battalion have been of the most impor- 
tant character. Operating in the only way possibly successful in 
such a country, but partially organized and equipped, it has guarded 
a line of over 300 miles in length, extending from the neighborhood of 
Lake Okeechobee to the upper portion of Lafayette County, affording 
a nucleus for the militia of that region. It has checked desertions 
and restored the confidence of the people. As an illustration of the 
fact, it is mentioned that citizens who had deserted their homes and 
property from fear of the enemy have since the organization of the 
battalion brought back their families. While doing such good service 
as soldiers, these men have been equally efficient in procuring sub- 
sistence for the Army. Operating in a country infested with traitors 
and deserters, extending from the Gulf to the Atlantic, they have 
brought out a large number of cattle which without their aid could 
not have been secured at all. The efficiency of this battalion, both as 
a guard of the country and as a means of procuring supplies, depends 
entirely upon the detailed men connected with it. They—a small 
number—have been selected with special reference to their fitness for 
the duties to be performed, and around them as a nucleus have been 


rallied a number of men whose services would otherwise be lost to 
the Confederacy. 
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at nowhere in the Confederacy can | 
ervices of these few detailed men be half so valuable asin the 
ent organization, and therefore the Secretary is earnestly asked 
to give orders that they shall be exempted from the operations of 
General Orders, No. 77. ee 
___-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; =a 
> L. B. NORTHROP, ae 
Commissary- General. 


[First indorsenent.] 

2, é OCTOBER 14, 1864. 

_ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: ~ 
The special service requires this battalion. Instruct commander of 

reserves in Florida they are specially excepted from Order No. 77. 

x Jc Ass 
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BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, October 13, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War.* 
Copies in full of Circulars Nos. 26 and 29, of which extracts alone 
have been brought to the notice of His Excellency, are inclosed. t 
The consideration in connection with them of Circular No. 8f{ will 
remove the impression that Circular No. 29 destroys ‘‘the authority 
_ of the officer charged with supervising in each State the enrollment 
- and assignment of recruits,” and consideration of the reasons which 
led to the adoption of this system will, it is thought, go far toward 
modifying the opinion expressed ‘‘that it may well have led to the 
abuses so often represented to exist.” It will be seen that judicial 
functions respecting details are exercised by the Bureau of Conscrip- 
tion under the immediate direction of the Secretary of War, whereas 
the authorities of conscriptions in the respective States are employed 
to furnish the information on which intelligent and discriminative 
action could be based, and to separate from the great mass of appli- 
eations presented such only as will probably receive favorable 
consideration. 

As full information was indispensable, it was made the duty of the 
local or county enrolling officer to whom applications were directed 
to be addressed to furnish the information, and to that officer prop- 
erly should have been assigned the power to decide whether the appli- 
cation should be forwarded; but the responsibility was considered 
above the capacity, both moral and intellectual, of the great majority 
of the persons then filling such positions. Neither was it included in 
those of the commandant, because the delay in reaching his office 
would have been too great; and if delay was not provided for the social 
and industrial organization of the country would have been wholly 
deranged—when the least interference would have caused the most 
serious evils. 

A medium was at hand in the person of the Congressional district 
enrolling officer, selected from those disposable because of their qual- 
itications, and to them was intrusted the power to decide whether the 


*The paper bearing this indorsement is not identified. 
+See July 8 and August 9, pp. 534, 578. 
tSee p. 217. 


applicant should continue at 
_ the Secretary of War. 


gia, it is deemed proper to state that the general system as above 
explained was not in operation in that State until the reception of 
Circular No. 29, and to give the reasons therefor. The officer 
assigned as commandant of the State was probably misled by the 
third paragraph of General Orders, No. 26. 

As will be remembered, a more elaborate order than that issued 
was prepared, but it was considered preferable that more minute 
instructions should be issued in circular form from the Bureau of 
Conscription, which was accordingly done. The ambiguity is removed 
in paragraphs XIII and XV, Circular No. 8. 

As the error could not be corrected without greatly increasing the 
already lengthy deiay, and as the necessity for the immediate enforce- 
ment of the law was pressing, it was deemed prudent for a while not 
to notice it; besides, the want of administrative capacity in his prede- 
cessors, and of the individual and physical poverty of the material 
disposable for officers, made it advisable that the energetic officer 
just assigned as commandant should exercise immediate supervision 
until some degree of his own energy could be infused into his subor- 
dinates, and they become instructed as to their other duties. 

When Circular No. 29 was issued a great change for the better had 
become manifest, and as other exception was unnecessary the system 
was made uniform. 

The apparent departure from respectful form in issuing a revoca- 
tion of a circular made by order of the Secretary of War, by a circu- 
lar not so expressing his order, is explained by the fact that it was 
not customary to use that form. It was used in Cireular No. 26 
beeause of the gravity of the matter and because it changed the 
previous policy of the Bureau. 

In No. 29 it was omitted entirely unintentionally simply by force 
of the custom indicated. 

The acting superintendent, however, felt a perfect assurance that 
Circular No. 29 was in exact accordance with the Secretary’s 
instructions. ; 

J. S.. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


; ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
cafe Richmond, Va., October 18, 1864. 

MES A. SEDDON, __ . 

Secretary of War: 

Srr: I have the honor to present the following general view of the 

erations of my department for the year ending September 30, and 

of its present condition and prospects. I refer briefly to the more 

important branches of supply: 

_ Small-arms.—The chief supply has been from importations, which, se 

since the loss of the vessels belonging to this Bureau, have been very  —s_—- 

light, not to exceed, say, on this side of the Mississippi, 30,000 during 

_ the year included in this report. The number manufactured is about — 

20,000 instead of 50,000 to 60,000, as I anticipated. This reduced 

product is due to the interference of military operations, both of the 

enemy and ourown. The captures have been about 45,000 and the 

losses about 30,000, leaving a gain of 15,000. The stock of arms in 

the arsenals is about the same as it was one year ago. If we place 

_ the diminution of our military force at 50,000 men (including reserves, 

- local forces, militia, &c.), the aggregate of their figures (30,000 

- improved+ 20,000 made+15,000 captured+50,000 less troops) 115,000 

will represent the waste of arms during the year. About 20,000 are 
now on the way from Europe and 50,000 more have been ordered pur- — 
chased. A further purchase of at least 50,000 will be necessary for 
the coming year unless the operations of the armories can be placed 
on a permanent footing by declaring all skilled mechanics engaged 
on them absolutely exempt from military duty, attaching them per- 
» manently to the Ordnance Department, and encouraging in every 
way the growth of this class of workmen. I cannot lay too much 
stress on the necessity for legislative action on this point in order to 
give assurance to the workmen. 

Powder.—The mechanical means of the Bureau for the production 
are ample for a war conducted on any scale, and are so arranged as 
to be almost beyond casualty. The supply depends alone on that of 
saltpeter and sulphur, and for the present on the former. While we 
must still depend on importations as one chief source of supply of 
niter, it will be indispensable that the efforts of the Niter and Mining 
Bureau be sustained, in order that the home production may not be 
lessened. A certain force of white and black labor ought to be per- - 
manently assigned to this duty of procuring niter and sulphur and 
the other operations of the Niter and Mining Bureau. 

Lead.—The expenditure of small-arm ammunition has been very 
heavy and has exhausted all our efforts to accumulate a supply of 
this precious material. I feel more uneasiness on this point than on 
all others. The requisitions have, however, been fully met through 
the energy of the Niter and Mining Bureau and our own exertions in 
gleaning the battle-fields. 

Artillery.—The supply of field artillery has been adequate to the 
demand and the quality very good. The quality of the rifled ammu- 
nition is susceptible of improvement. From deficiency in the supply 
of copper the manufacture of bronze field pieces is suspended and an 
iron gun tightly banded substituted for the 12-pounder Napoleon, 
which gives entire satisfaction. Harness and equipments have not 
been deficient. 

Cavalry.—Good cavalry arms are much needed. Here again the 
removal of an armory (for military reasons) and the want of work- 
men have crippled the Bureau. The sea-coast defenses have been 


CORRES . 


supplied with a large number of 10 and 8 inch columbiads and 
heavy rifled and banded guns. The want of transportation for iro 


foundry for heavy guns established at Macon. 


vented them from the casting of 12-inch guns, the preparations for 
which are now completed. A few guns of this caliber at Wilmington 
would have been of inestimable advantage in defense against monitors. 
Mechanics, miners, artisans, &c.—While the Army have been well 

_ supplied during the past year, there are causes operating which will 
render future results less satisfactory. The chief of these is the 
diminution of skilled workmen. Without statistics I can only assure 
you that the number and quality of workmen have greatly fallen off 
since the middle of the year 1863. While two years ago it was diffi- 
cult to get machinery, we have now a surplus and cannot get workmen 
torunit. This opens a most melancholy prospect and indicates an 
evil that cannot too soon be corrected. While we are importing 
workmen by twos they are leaving us by the hundred. I formerly 
reported to you that from Christmas, 1863, to May, 1864, fifty-five 
men left our (Government) workshops in Richmond. This may give 
a glimpse of the exodus. Nor is it that this class of men is disaf- 
fected or unpatriotic that they leave the country. When called on 
they have fought and fought well. Out of one battalion of, say, 200 


workmen from the armory here 4 were killed or died of their wounds | 


and some 8 or 10 wounded in askirmish. But workmen will not fight 
and work both. This must be accepted as settled in their minds. 
I trust the policy of the War Department may be modified toward 
these men for the sake of results as to home production, and that leg- 
islative action will secure to these men exemption from military sery- 
ice while in the employ of the Government. I have heretofore urged 
that this Bureau and the Niter and Mining Bureau should have a 
definite number of mechanics, miners, and other skilled labor assigned 
to them, and that the usual bi-monthly returns be rendered by those 
bureaus for them, thus placing such force exclusively under the con- 
trol of the chiefs of those bureaus. Considering the vital nature of 
the operations confided to these two bureaus, I again urge this propo- 


sition. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. GORGAS, 
Chief of Ordnance. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 81. : Richmond, October 14, 1864. 


I. Generals commanding reserves in the several States will with- 
out delay select and send officers, one to each Congressional district, 
empowered to summons and, after inspection, forward to the camps 
of instruction all persons holding certificates of permanent disability 
and such persons assigned to light duty as in his judgment appear 
likely to be adjudged qualified for active service. All such as may, 
upon examination, be pronounced by select medical boards so quali- 
fied will be assigned to duty in the field. 

The inspectors of conscription may be charged with this additional 
duty in the absence of other suitable officers. 

II. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 77, current series, is amended 
by the insertion of ‘‘in the service of the Government” between the 
words ‘‘employed” and ‘‘as artisans,” &e. 


and coal from Selma to Macon has paralyzed the operations o the 


I regret, too, that military operations about Richmond have pre- — 
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‘he details of such men, called out by General Orders, No. 7 
eries, as are found by the proper medical boards to be unfit 
service may be revived, and similar details may be granted — 
t-duty men not heretofore detailed, at the discretion of the 
rals of reserves. . a 


} S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
a Richmond, Va., October 14, 1864. 
General R. TAYLOR, 
Selma, Ala.: 
Law does not allow trade in cotton with enemy by States any more 
_ than by individuals. Military are not required to enforce this law, 
but when military regulations require permits for cotton States can- 

not be excepted. ; 
J. A. SEDDON, 
z Secretary of War. 


At a meeting of the Governors of the States of Virginia, North Car- 

— olina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, held in 

_ Augusta, Ga., on Monday, the 17th day of October, 1864, Governor 
William Smith presiding, after a full, free, and harmonious consulta- ~ 

- tion and interchange of counsel, the following among other views 

were expressed : 

Resolved, That there is nothing in the present aspect of public 
affairs to cause any abatement in our zeal in the prosecution of the 
war to the accomplishment of a peace based on the independence of 
the Confederate States; and to give encouragement to our brave sol- 
diers in the field and to strengthen the Confederate authorities in the ~ 

pursuit of this end we will use our best exertions to increase the 
effective force of our armies. 

Resolved, That the interests of each of our States are identical in 
the present struggle for self-government, and wisdom and true patriot- 
ism dictate that the military force of each should aid the others against 
invasion and subjugation, and for this purpose we will recommend to 
our several Legislatures to repeal all such laws as prohibit the Exec- 
utives from sending their forces beyond their respective limits, in 
order that they may render temporary service wherever most urgently 
required. 

Resolved, That, whilst it is our purpose to use every exertion to 
increase the strength and efficiency of our State and Confederate 
forces, we respectfully and earnestly request that the Confederate 
authorities will send to the field every able-bodied man, without 
exception, in any of its various departments whose places can be filled 
by either disabled officers and soldiers, senior reserves, or negroes, 
and dispense with the use of all provost and post guard except in 
important cities or localities where the presence of large bodies of 
troops make them necessary, and with all passport agents upon rail- 
roads not in the immediate vicinity of the armies, as we consider these 
agents an unnecessary annoyance to good citizens and of no possible 
benefit to the country. 


and that it be made the special duty, under appropriate penalties. x 
~ alleivil and military officers to arrest and deliver to the proper author 
ities all such delinquents. 


Resolved, That we recommend our respective Legislat 
stringent laws for the arrest and return to their commands o 
deserters and stragglers from the Confederate armies or State tro 


And whereas, the public enemy, having proclaimed the freedom 
our slaves, are forcing into their armies the able-bodied portion thereo 
the more effectually to wage their cruel and bloody war-against us: 
Therefore be it a 

Resolved, That it is the true policy and obvious duty of all slave- _ 
owners timely to remove their slaves from the line of the enemy’s © 
approach, and especially those able to bear arms, and when they shall _ 
fail to do so that it should be made the duty of the proper authorities _ 
to enforce the performance of this duty and to give to such owners all — 
necessary assistance as far as practicable. = 

Resolved, That the course of the enemy in appropriating our slaves 
who happen to fall into their hands to purposes of war seems to jus-_ 
tify a change of policy on our part, and whilst owners of slaves under 
the circumstances should freely yield them to their country, we recom- 
mend to our authorities, under proper regulations, to appropriate such 
part of them tc the public service as may be required. 

Resolved, That the States have the right to export such productions _ 
and to import such supplies as may be necessary for State use or for 
the comfort or support of their troops in service, upon any vessels 
owned or chartered by them, and that we request Congress at its next 
session to pass laws removing all restrictions which have been imposed 
by Confederate authorities upon such exports and imports by the ~ 
States. 

And lastly, we deem it not inappropriate to declare our firm and 
unalterable purpose, as we believe it to be that of our fellow-citizens, 
to maintain our right of self-government, to establish our independ- 
ence, and to uphold the rights and sovereignty of the States or to 
perish in the attempt. 

Resolved, That the chairman be requested to send a copy of these 
resolutions to His Excellency President Davis, one each to the Presi- 
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
to be laid before the respective bodies, and one to the Governor of 
each State in the Confederacy. 


RICHMOND, VaA., October 17, 1864. 
Governor CHARLES CLARK, 
Augusta, Ga.: 

I much regret the necessity which prevented me from going as far 
as our State, and deprived me of the pleasure of seeing you. The 
spirit manifested in Mississippi has been a source of comfort and pride 
tome. Energy and united effort, added to the patriotic zeal so gen- 
erally prevalent, give the best assurance of an early peace. I hope 
your convention will give additional power to the public defense and 
unanimity among the governments of the States on all matters of 
military policy. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


deviant oF ne Ren federate States: , 
“morning you verbally informed me that it was not your 
se, in dictating General Orders, No. 73, and the subsequent gen-- 
orders relating to the same matter, to charge the generals com- 
ng reserves with the control and administration of conscription 
r than that they should exercise a vigilant supervision over the 
officers in the performance of their duties; that such local officers, 3 
cept the commandants of camps of instruction, should befurnished 
7 them, and that they should also furnish such forces of the reserves a 
from time to time on oceasion they might deem necessary to aid in — 
he service of conscription and the arrest of deserters, &c., and that. 
hey should report all matters concerning these functions through the 
ureau of Conscription. I further understood you to say that the 
nvestigation of all matter within the sphere of conscription service 
yas to be made by the enrolling officers and forwarded to the Bureau 
s heretofore or through the generals of reserves for its decision under 
_ the instructions of the Secretary of War, and that the generals of 
_ reserves were not charged with the decision of any matter of con- 
- scription. This I understood embraced your purpose of the con- 
nection of the generals of reserves with the administration of con- = 
- seription, and you remarked in connection with it that you had not 
_ selected those officers with the view of charging them with such 
duties. Practically, in several of the States, especially in Virginia, 
these orders are construed as transferring from this Bureau and the 
enrolling officers and placing in the hands of the generals command- 
ing the reserves the whole matter of investigating and deciding all 
cases of conscription coming under the act of Congress and general 
_ orders. Knowing this to be : at variance with your purposes, I venture 

~ most respectfully to recommend that you order instructions to be 
_ given in the proper quarters concer ning the matter. Ihave the honor 
to inclose the series of general orders* the supposition and application 
of which has led to the erroneous construction of your purposes. I 
inclose also certain general orders* of the general commanding the 
« reserves in Virginia indicating the assumption of the entire control of 

conscription under the general orders of the Adjutant and Inspector 
General. 
I ative the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NO. 8.. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Super intendent. 


aa 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, October 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose-you a copy of a note I have this day 
addressed to His Excellency the President.+ Itis proper for me to state 
the views of the President, as related in that note, were not expressed 
by my seeking, but were given incidentally at an interview sought by 
me for conference on other matters. It is also proper to state “that I 


* Not found as inclosures and not otherwise identified. * }See next, ante. 
47 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 


was aware of these views 
73, were issued, but on > eturn t 
ten days, just subsequent to the issuing of those orders, I 

ferent construction placed upon them. Supposing I might be 
T have cautiously refrained from any reference to the matter unt 
President himself should mention it. He having this day expres 
these purposes in the presence of General Cooper, summoned specially © 
to hear them, I feel myself at liberty to make the recommendation — 
contained in my note. d peer * 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
O. 8S. PRESTON, | : 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. — 


—__ i 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, | 
Richmond, October 18, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General : 

COLONEL: On the 28th of September Maj. 8. B. French, then at 
Wilmington, N. C., on a tour of duty, wrote you a letter in reference 
to the contract of Messrs. Power, Low & Co. That contract was to 
have expired, and I presume did expire, by limitation on the 2d day. 
of this month, and the purpose of that letter was to call your atten- 
tion to the importance of making some arrangement by which the — 
time of delivery of supplies under it could be so extended as to give _ 
your department the benefit of their services, at least until we could | 

‘otherwise provide against the scarcity that now threatens the Army. 

Ascertaining that Major French was to return in a short time after 
you referred that letter to me for report, and also that Major Reid, 
who has been specially charged with the superintendence of the deliv- 
ery of commissary supplies at Wilmington, would be here shortly 
hereafter, I preferred waiting until by conference with them I could 
put you in complete possession of the facts of the case, which I now 
proceed to do. 

First. It will be seen by the letter and accompanying memorandum 
of Maj. S. B. French, of this date, addressed to yourself (see paper A*), 
that, with the whole Confederacy completely exhausted of supplies, 
we have only meat rations for 300,000 men for twenty-five days. As we 
feed, by rough estimate, not less than that number, including prison- 
ers, and we cannot expect to commence on the new hog crop before 
the Ist of January, the condition of the commissariat is well described 
by Major French as ‘‘alarming.” Our supply must come from abroad 
if it be got at all; whereas at the islands Messrs. Crenshaw have large 
accumulations; as Power, Low & Co. have also a considerable amount 
awaiting shipment. 

Second. But for this purpose these two lines are our only resource, 
as will appear from the letter and report of Major Reid, commissary 
of subsistence, of October 16, addressed to me (see paper’B*). The 
report shows that for the moon running from August 19 to Septem- 
ber 10 only five vessels out of seventeen brought in anything for 
the Subsistence Department, and of these five three were the vessels 
of Messrs. Power, Low & Co. I invite your particular attention to 
the list of vessels which this report contains. 
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* Not found, 
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w of all the above facts, to I 
if you can do so, I do not t 


ae 


; ave 
hink it nee 
on o meet the arguments which are used to establish the 
y of blockade-running under the regulations of the War and 
Departments. The system may be a good one and may not 
ad time to get into operation, or it may be bad; but it has failed he 
her hitherto to supply the subsistence departments, for Major 
xid reports the same state of things to have existed in previous moons 
as in that in which he reports. The reason is obvious. The second 
section of the regulations to carry into effect the act to impose reg- 
ulations upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate States 
_“vequires vessels to return with a cargo consisting one-half of articles 
_ not prohibited by the laws of the Confederacy and the other half of 
such articles as the Government shall offer for shipment from such 
port at the rate of freight,” &e. , 

Meat is a bulky article and will not pay, and hence blockade-run- 
ners will not bring it. The result is that the trade regulations so 
_ far have failed to bring subsistence, and if insisted on as the exclu- 

sive policy of the Government will effectually kill all importations © 

of that character. 

Nor can Messrs. Power, Low & Co. be expected to sail their ves- 
sels at present under those ‘‘regulations.” The parties that now run 
under them need risk nothing but their keels, and cannot, in any es 

- event, risk more than half their cargo, and then in goods that will ~— 
repay the risk. But Power, Low & Co. have bought their goods 
(which are of a different character from private cargoes),‘and take 
the whole risk of delivery and also of inspection. 

Third. I have had a conversation with Mr. Low and he assures me, 
as I have before stated, that he has a large amount of stores at the 
islands awaiting shipment. These, with Messrs. Crenshaw’s, are all 

that this department is advised of. The equity that he makes out 

for his concern is that they have those goods; that they did not 
expect a discontinuance of the contracts so soon, and think rather 

they had cause to expect a continuance of it as the condition of a 

bona fide and patriotic fulfillment; that there has been delay in build- 

ing vessels which they could not prevent; that the quarantine at 

Wilmington has operated another delay, which has been still further 

extended by the increased strictness of the blockade. But whether ~ 

they have an equity or not, and whether the regulations for running 

the blockade are politic or not in the long run, it is certain that you 

may get meat by extending the contract, and certain that you can 

get none by regulations at present. 

A letter from Power, Low & Co., addressed to me, dated October 17, 

Says: 

As the Subsistence Department is greatly in want of supplies, and as an 
inducement for a renewal or extension of said contract, therefore we propose to 

place our ships Will-o’-the-Wisp, Night Hawk, and two others expected at the 

islands shortly under the control of said department, to bring in on each vessel 

from one-third to one-half weight capacity, so that a supply of stores can be 

safely and surely relied upon. 

In this exigency, and with that pledge, I respectfully report to you 
that I consider the extension of their contract as an absolute neces- 
sity of the service. . 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence, 


—— na 
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General 8. COOPER, Pa Ca a. a 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: I addressed a communication to His Excellency Go 
ernor Charles Clark on the 19th of September ultimo in regard 
his General Orders, No. 39, calling into the State service for six mont 


- volunteers from the reserve classes and men of military age (viz, Es 
from eighteen to forty-five), and received for answer his communica- _ 


tion dated 20th of September, which I telegraphed to the Department 
on the 2d of October, to which I have as yet received no reply. I have 
the honor now to inclose for your information of my actions in the 


premises both my note to the Governor and his reply.* This action . 


of the Governor has virtually arrested the volunteer enrollment of 
the reserves and the conscription of the men of the military age. 
All are rushing into the State organization, greatly to the detriment 
of the service. It has come to my knowledge, unofficially, that the 
Governor alleges that he has an understanding with the War Depart- 
ment on the subject, and his action is sanctioned. Lieutenant- 
General Taylor stated to me that in an interview with Governor 
Clark he said to the Governor that it was a matter of no consequence 
who got these forces out so that they were placed under the command 
of the departmental commander. In consequence of this remark of 
the lieutenant-general, I have not interposed further in opposition to 
the Governor’s proceedings, although I dissent from the general’s 
views; for this organization will bea very weak one, composed of 
men who have been skulking from the service under the State laws. 


Amenable to their own courts-martial, composed of the same class of 


men, their decisions accord with the general feeling of the men and 
officers. No punishment inflicted and no discipline and order kept up, 
the men going and coming when they please, I fancy the organization 
will be but little better than an armed mob. As they are not ame- 
nable to the Confederate courts-martial, the generals cannot enforce 
discipline or order, and disaster and disgrace will result when they 
are brought into the field. These observations I most respectfully 
submit and ask your instructions. 

I have the honor, general, to be, with great regard, your obedient 
servant, 

W. L. BRANDON. 


[First indorsement. | 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 7, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. _ 
; H. bE, CEhAY- 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


NOVEMBER 11, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 


Will you prepare an appropriate letter explaining the laws and the 
obligations of the Department under it in relation to these militia? 


J. A. SEDDON. 


*Tnclosures not found, but see Brandon to Cooper, October 2, p. 710, 
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AL ¢ ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, _ 
: ies ah ae Richmond, October 20, 1864 
Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance will, without delay, take — 
res to place in the field one-fifth of all the men employed in his — 
ment (including contractors and their employés) of the classes 
ed in General Orders, No. 77, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, current series. To this end he will direct the several officers 
in charge of arsenals, workshops, depots, &¢., to turn over to the 
rest enrolling officer, by list, showing their ages, occupation, and 
idence, such proportion of their employés (including contractors 
d employés under them) of the class above referred to as will con- 
itute in the aggregate one-fifth of the whole number in the said 
_ classes, according to returns in his office of September 30, 1864. — 
_ Duplicates of such list will be sent to the general of reserves of the 
States, and triplicates to the Chief of Ordnance. Three days are 
_ allowed for the execution of this order after its reception at any post 
- or station of the Ordnance Department. 
II. The chief of the Niter and Mining Bureau will turn over in 
_ like manner, on similar lists, one-fifth of all men of the classes speci- 
_ fied in General Orders, No. 77, employed in iron, lead, copper, and 
— eoal mining, and in all service appertaining thereto, whether under 
officers of his Bureau or by contractors. Duplicate and triplicate 
lists to be furnished as above directed in the Ordnance Bureau, and = 
will in like manner turn over one-fifth of all such men as are employed 
in the niter service. The period of three days, under the same condi- 
tions as above mentioned, are allowed for the execution of this order. 
II. The list of persons directed in the foregoing sections to be 
turned over to the enrolling officer will be prepared at once on the 
reception of this order, and will be furnished to the said officers within 
three days, as above prescribed, by the various officers of each of the 
~ above bureaus having men under their charge, and every assistance 
will be rendered by the latter to the enrolling officers to carry out the 
intention of this order. 

IV. So much of General Orders, No. 77, as relates to men employed 
in the two bureaus named above is hereby suspended, and the fore- 
going order will stand in lieu of all requirements under the former. 

By order: 


S. COOPER, 
. Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Ks Richmond, Va., October 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General : 

GENERAL: I find that some inconvenience results from the competi- 
tion of the several bureaus of this Department in the purchase of 
Federal currency, and in consequence I desire that all such purchases 
be made through one agent. JI am informed that Captain Morfit, 
assistant quartermaster, from his position is required to buy a large 
amount of that currency, and to avoid the evils resulting from com- 
petition it is deemed judicious that all the bureaus shall employ him 


as their agent in procuring the Fe rency nec 
- operations. * =“ 


ectfully, ; F Slee % 
vor ce JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. | 
(Same to Surg. Gen. S. P. Moore; Col. J. Gorgas, Chief of Ord- 
nance; Robert Ould, esq., Agent of Exchange; Maj. Gen. J. Le Gilmer, ; 
chief Engineer Bureau; Col. I. M. St. John, chief Niter and Mining © 
Bureau; Col. L. B. Northrop, Commissary-General. ) 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, October 20, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, - 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to send you the inclosed paper for your 
inspection, and to ask its return.t General Orders, No. 73, were 
issued on the 22d of September. This is the first and with one excep- 
tion the only paper received at this Bureau from the conscription 
service in Virginia since that date. From this fact and from the pur- 
port of the indorsement of General Kemper I infer that that officer 
regards the matter of conscription in Virginia as removed from the 
control of this Bureau. Regarding this Bureau as a part of the War 
Office designated by you for supervision, directing and controlling 
the matter of conscription in Virginia, as elsewhere, and finding that 
the general commanding reserve forces of Virginia apparently takes 
a different view, I beg, respectfully, to ask your instruction. 2 

First. Are the operations of conscription for the State of Virginia 
to be continued under the supervision, direction, and control of the 
Bureau? If so, to what extent? 

Second. Is the commandant of conscripts for Virginia (now Colonel 
Shields) and other enrolling officers to be held at the disposition of 
and their duties dictated by the general commanding reserves or by 
this Bureau ? 

Third. Are the cases of conscription and the matter heretofore con- 
sidered and acted on by this Bureau to be continued to be so acted 
on, or is the whole policy and execution of conscription to be admin- 
istered by the general commanding the reserves in Virginia, reserving 
this Bureau as the clerical channel between that officer and the See- 
retary of War? 

As an accurate understanding on these points is rendered necessary 
to the public service by the failure to receive returns concerning the 
progress and manner of conscription in Virginia, I most respectfully 
ask your early instruction on the points submitted. i 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


SELMA, October 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 


Comdg. Dept. Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana: 


GENERAL: I have read the letter of the president of Alabama and 
Tennessee Rivers Railroad and the indorsement thereon of General - 


* See also Special Orders, No. 251, paragraph IX, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, October 22, 1864, Series I, Vol. XLI, Part III, p. 1159 ate 
+Inclosure not found and not otherwise identified. 


Coes : q ie eg * ree he 
aL e extension of that road fro m Blue M ow 
e. Theonly sources from which iron can be obtaine 
se are the Gainesville branch, the New Berne branch, and _ 
farion branch, of Alabama. Of these the Gainesville branch is 
mly one the Secretary of War has authorized me to remove. The . 
will have to be brought by steamers down the Tombigbee River 
t 50 miles to Demopolis and carried by rail an average of 210 
3. If taken from the New Berne or Marion branch it will have to 
_be carried about 170 miles, and an order from the commanding general 
_ given for their removal. To execute the work with dispatch will 
‘require two locomotives and thirty cars devoted exclusively to the | 
work, and one of the locomotives must be capable of drawing twenty sa 
car-loads of iron, or it will require three locomotives. These must be ; 
subtracted from the present transportation of the road engaged in the © 
earriage of army supplies. Can they be spared? The attempt to 
remove any of the three branches will probably be enjoined (the 
_ Gainesville branch least likely in this case), in which event we must 
await the process of dissolving it before the courts or take it by mil- 
itary force. The Secretary of War has decided that the general 
commanding is the judge of the necessity in such cases, and with him 
rests the seizure by force. These branches, especially the New Berne 
and Marion, penetrate a country which contributes large supplies of 
grain and meat to the Army, and unless the necessity is imperious, 
the removal may cause more danger than benefit. The labor forthe ~—_ 
execution of this work and the teams for hauling cross-ties will have 
. to be impressed. I found it exceedingly difficult to hire labor, even 


at the most extravagant rates, for the railroad work near Demopolis, 
and the impressment of labor since the late heavy drafts for Mobile 
and other points has become doubly difficult. The distance from 
Blue Mountain to Gadsden, the point to which the supplies are hauled 
by wagon, is about twenty-seven miles, and from Jacksonville about 
twenty-two miles, a difference of only five miles. The question 
arises whether, in considering all these facts, the movements of our 
Army in that direction are not of such a transitory character and the | 
necessity so temporary and the advantages so slight, comparatively, 
as to render the undertaking inexpedient at this time. 
I make these suggestions, general, with great diffidence and respect, 
believing that they may not have occurred to General Beauregard. 
If you so order, I will proceed immediately with the work and execute 
it as rapidly as possible, giving my most earnest attention to its early 
completion. The Government will have to advance the money to 
pay for the work and iron, the company not having the means to do 
it, and the cost be retained from transportation accounts due from 
the Government to the company. This is ample to reimburse the 
Government, but the funds for the labor will be required in advance. 
The iron can be paid for in Richmond. I shall require about $25,000 
to start with for contingencies. Can the quartermaster here sup- 
ply it? \ 
Very respectfully, yours, = 
MINOR MERIWETHER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel of Engineers. 
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BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, a 


Richmond, October 22, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, _ 
Secretary of Ware: ; 

Str: Perhaps it may aid to some extent the effort to adjust the con- 
fusion in the recruiting and conscription service to trace clearly the 
progress of those changes and innovations which culminated in this 
condition. Up to the 1st of May the system you had instituted was, 
under great difficulties and impediments, working*smoothly and with 
satisfactory results, furnishing large and rapid accessions to the 
Army and administering the conscription law in all its requirements 
for the public service. The act of 17th of February had been crit- 
ically analyzed and a just exposition of it issued in general orders, 
which were in-rapid progress of execution. Slight, but necessary, 
modifications arose in this progress, but were adopted or waived 
without material change. About this time your conscription organ- 
ization was charged with the organization of the reserve forces, and 
was proceeding to that work when general officers were assigned to 
the command of the reserves and the enrolling officers of the con- 
seript service put under their orders to complete the reserve organ- 
ization. Here at once arose a cause of confusion. The reserves were 
to be conseribed as other persons liable to military service; the con- 
seript authorities were performing the duty; the generals took 
possession of their agencies and instituted other rules of action. In 
Virginia they were subjected to orders inconsistent with the duties 
prescribed by the conscript authorities, and my refusal to sanction 
those orders or to denounce the enrolling officers for alleged want of 
active execution of them constituted a grave offense to the general 
commanding and at once terminated cordial harmonious co-operation. 

Almost contemporaneous with this, and in submission to the 
clamor of individuals or the conjectures of uninformed officers, a 
system of inspection of the enrolling service was attempted and much 
vague and unfounded misrepresentation made concerning it. At the 
same time a protracted and wasting campaign was weakening the 
armies by disaster and desertion. The three influences combined to 
cast Suspicion on the efficacy of the conscript organization; inspectors 
reported corruption and inefficiency; the Army wasted, and generals of 
reserves were seeking to swell their muster-rolls. The silent, but 
sure, legal working of the conscription authority overcoming popular 
prejudice, the opposition of State Executives and judicial authorities, 
the weakness of its own agencies, the clamor of ignorant and inter- 
ested officials, filling the ranks as far as the law allowed, was unap- 
preciated, and a general order was issued giving the control and con- 
duct of the business of conscription to the general commanding the 
reserves. From the fact that the general commanding the reserves 
of Virginia has his headquarters at Richmond and is in daily and 
direct communication with you, it has not been deemed necessary by 
him, acting under General Orders, No. 73, to confer with or in any 
form to communicate with the Bureau of Conscription concerning the 
matter of conscription. By that order the local conscription author- 
ities have been placed under his orders and he has assumed final 
jurisdiction, so far as the Bureau is informed, over the whole matter 
in Virginia. Practically, the Bureau has not the semblance of con- 
nection with conscription in Virginia, except to the extent of refer- 
ring papers concerning extraneous duties to the general commanding 
the reserves, or through him to the commandant of conscripts under 


' 


mt AN 1LUSI¢ misapprehen Ss, and m de di 
C service result solely from General Orders, No. 


rued in Virginia as transferring all control over or con- 


commanding the reserve forces. My belief is that neither the 

dent, you, nor any other competent authority ever intended 

transfer. ‘The experience in Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida 

too recent and too sad to warrant a return to that fatal system. 

usting you will give due credit to one who by no possibility can 

any other interest than the publie service in submitting this 

statement, and humbly and earnestly recommending that you use the 

_ reserves to aid, not to control, conscription. 

; Tam, with high and cordial respect, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 8. PRESTON, 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 

~ t) 

_ N. B.—I venture to offer a programme for a general order which 

may meet the case in hand. 


[OCTOBER 22, 1864.—For Cobb to Seddon, relating to the arrange- 
ment between Governor Brown and General Beauregard with refer- 
ence to the Georgia militia, see Series I, Vol. LII, Part II, p. 764. ] 


. 
7 CIRCULAR CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 

E No. 70. f ‘Richmond, October 22, 1864. 

q In the execution of Circulars 66 and 69, current series, from this. 


office, the following instructions are transmitted for your information 
and guidance: 

SECTION 1. In aggregating the slaves of an owner from which an 
impressment is to be made in the ratio prescribed—namely, of one in 
five—you will include all able-bodied domestic or house servants 
between the ages specified, but no slave employed exclusively as a 
domestic or house servant will be taken as one of the impressed 
slaves. ; 

Src. 2. The term ‘‘slave” will be construed as applicable as well 
to female as to male servants, and all able-bodied female servants 
between the ages specified will be included in the aggregate of one’s 
slaves, care being taken, however, to impress in each case male slaves 
in fulfillment of the circulars above referred to. 

Sec. 3. Whilst the orders governing impressments expressly pro- 
hibit the impressment of domestic or house servants and does not 
contemplate the impressment of females, it does not prohibit their 
being counted in the aggregate from which male slaves only will be 
impressed in the prescribed ratio. 

Sec. 4. Enrolling officers are enjoined to execute these orders 
with diligence and promptness, particularly observing that the object, 
length of employment, and disposition made of the slave impressed 
under each circular is separate and distinct. 

Src. 5. The advisory boards will be charged with the execution 
of Circular 69 from this office in their respective counties, and the 
slaves impressed under said circular will be reported to Capt. W. H. 


with that service from the Bureau of Conscription to the gen- : 


Ae 


Z Fry, adjutant of the post at Camp 


: Fs per 


nishing in the case uch 
slave his appraised value, descriptive list, and name of owner. = 
By order of Lieut. Col. J. C. Shields, commandant: _ Y ae 

: oe; JAS. H..BINFORD, _ poe 
Lieutenant and Adjutant. 


— 


(To Local Enrolling Officers. ) 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 254. : Richmond, October 25, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 
VII. The organization of the First, Second, Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth Regiments of Georgia Reserves, as constituted by the order of 
Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, commanding, &c., is hereby confirmed and 
made the action of the War Department. The organization of each 
of these regiments will date from the day on which its tenth company _ 
was mustered into service. 
* : * * * * * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, October 25, 1864. 
General HOLMES: 5 
DEAR Sir: Major Dowd informs me that you have instructed him 
that all applications for the detail of hands in factories working for 


the State must be submitted to Major Chisman. A portion of these 


applications have already received the approval of the regular con- 
script authorities, including yourself. The others I now inclose for 
your approbation also, and desire to accompany them with an expla- 
nation. 

Though I have heretofore submitted to apply for details for the 
State as other parties, I deny the right of the Government to seize 
any person working for and in the employ of North Carolina in any 
department provided for by law. The Quartermaster-Gemeral, Law- 
ton, has for a long time been endeavoring to force me to abandon the 
State’s contract for furnishing its own troops, and every possible effort 
for this purpose has been resorted to. The last device was the attempt 
to conscribe the hands in all the factories which had contracts with 
the States and would not abandon them for Confederate contracts. 
More than one instance of an open and avowed attempt of this kind 
can be cited, long before the recent order revoking details. The order 
from Richmond directing these applications to be submitted to Major 
Chisman is, I have no doubt, a continuation of the same plan. I 
Shall not submit to it. Whilst I am willing that every man shall go 
and everything stop at the decisive hour, I am not willing that Gen- 
eral Lawton should break down the State of North Carolina in this 
way and deprive her of the power to clothe her armies in the field. 
Should these details therefore be unreasonably refused I shall have 
to try tilts with the Confederate Government. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


Z. B. VANCE. 


amend said laws; also referring to thes 
Si sippi, see Series I, Vol. XX XIX, Part III, p. 855.] 


AMERICAN HOTEL, 
Richmond, October 28, 1864. 


- General PEMBERTON: i 
Sr: I had the honor to say to General Gardner by note yesterday 
that there were a number of Marylanders here, most of them old 
_ soldiers and exempts (all of them), who wish to render service as far 

as they are able, and that there are enough to work four guns of your © 
permanent fortifications, perhaps a larger number, and thus relieve 
more active men whom you may require for other service. If you 
desire it, I will cheerfully raise a company of such men immediately 
and undertake to serve four guns of such a battery, and feel quite 
sure that the work will, if required, be faithfully done. I am not 
able to march about, and there are many of them holding positions 
which would make it necessary for them to be here except as duty 
required, but can be relied on when wanted. This, of course, to last 

only during the emergency existing. 
Yours, respectfully, = 
GEO. P. KANE. oa 


“ 


[First indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. ARTILLERY DEFENSES, DEPT. OF RICHMOND, 
October 29, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of War to know 
whether such a temporary organization as is proposed by Colonel - 
Kane can be accepted for service with the artillery defenses. 5 

J. C. PEMBERTON, 
ae Tneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
October 31, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

The delay in getting the men together when required would prob- 
ably make it too late for their services to be available. Could this 
difficulty be removed and Colonel Pemberton desires their service, 
suppose they would be of advantage. 

R. 8. EWELL, , 
Tieutenant- General. 
[Third indorsement. ] 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 12, 1864, 


The proposition by Mr. Kane is to form a company for local defense 
and special service in heavy artillery, with the special provision that 
it will not be employed elsewhere than in General Pemberton’s lines, 
and then only in emergency, to be composed of Marylanders not 
liable to service. Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, 
recommended. 

By order: 

SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


= 
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[Fourth inagedencut 
. NOVEMBER 20, 1864. 


Retained for conference with the President. 50 
| Secretary. 


CIRCULAR. | RICHMOND, October 31, 1864. 


It has been frequently represented by officers of this department in 
charge of the collection of supplies, and who have acquired experi- 
ence in the working of the system, that the present practice of the 
commissioners appointed for the several States under the impress- 
ment law in changing every two months the schedule prices of the 
articles of prime necessity, such as wheat, corn, &c., tends not only 
greatly to embarrass the collection of supplies but also creates great. 
dissatisfaction, for the following reasons: 

Very many citizens, either from the best motives or because they 
are more accessible to our armies by railroad or other transportation, 
sell their surplus or have it impressed at an early period, and for that 
reason at a lower price, while those who act on less patriotic impulses, 
or who, from accidental causes, are more remote and inaccessible, by 
retaining their surplus to a late period of the season obtain thereby 
the advantage of a change of the schedule prices and thus frequently 
a much larger price than those who sold earlier in the season. By 
this means a premium is given to withhold the supplies and fair cause 
of complaint afforded those citizens who, either from patriotic motives 
or for other reasons, have sent forward, or have been compelled to 
part with, their surplus at the lower price.. 

It is respectfully suggested to the commissioners of the States east 
of the Mississippi River that it would be much fairer to the citizens 
and of decided advantage to the Government to fix-a price for the 
articles of prime necessity, at least for the harvest year, which should 
remain unchanged by them during that period. In fixing the price 
the commissioners might have reference to what, in their judgment, 
would be the price six months after the commencement of the harvest 
year, and when thus fixed might give assurance in the published 
schedule that it would not be increased. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


(To H. K. Burgwyn, Garysburg, N. C.; Ro. V. Blackstock, Stocks- 
ville, N. C.; J. J. McRae, esq., Bucatunna, Miss.; W. W. Mason, 
Tuskegee, Ala.; John Finlayson, commissioner for Florida, Tallahas- 
see, Fla.; G. D. Moore, Brookville, Miss.; Alfred M. Martin, Brigh- 
ton, 8. C.; U. B. Wilkinson, Newnan, Ga.; B. F. Perry, esq., Green- 
ville, S. C.) 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 


: Richmond, Va., October $1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Copp, 


Commanding, &c., Macon, Ga.: 
GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 22d,* relative to the 
arrangement made between General Beauregard and Governor Brown 


*See Series I, Vol. LII, Part II, p. 764. 


tia of Georgia. The cou ty 
men in the militia is approved, and considere 

: stances the best line of action to be adopted. Should, h 
the militia be recalled from active service the Confederate claim 
detailed men must be asserted. : 
Very respectfully, 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL a Apst. AND InsP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, a a 
zg No. 83. Richmond, Va., November 1, 1864. ae 

I. All soldiers hereafter furloughed at department or army head- 

_ quarters, or at hospitals, by reason of disability resulting from 

_ wounds or sickness, will rejoin their commands at the expiration of 

_ the time originally allowed, unless, in the-opinion of a medical exam- 

_ ining board, their condition is not such as to permit them to make a 

_ the journey without serious detriment to their health. All now 
absent are required to return at the expiration of their present 
furloughs, except those unable to travel. The certificate required 
above will be promptly forwarded to the company commanders. 

II. Generals commanding reserve forces in the several States are 
charged with the execution of this order. They will cause to be 
collected and forwarded without delay to their respective commands 
all men who come within the provisions of the preceding paragraph, 

that they may be discharged, retired, or assigned to active or light 

_ duty, as circumstances may justify. 

Ill. Paragraph VII, General Orders, No. 48, current series, is thus 
amended: E ; 
Officers of the Quartermaster’s Department failing to return the 
sacks in which grain is received from the quartermaster will be 
charged $3 for every one not returned. 

IV. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 74, 1862, is so modified as to 
require the enforcement of the conscript act in the Department of 
Southwestern Kentucky. 

V. Candidates for appointment to the position of military store- 
keeper in the Ordnance Department will hereafter be subject.to such 
examination, prior to appointment, as may be prescribed by the 
Chief of Ordnance. 

VI. Commanders of cavalry regiments or battalions will require 
company commanders to keep a descriptive roll of all horses in their 
companies, noting all changes which are made amongst them by 
casualties or other causes, as they occur. 

VII. Every horse borne upon the descriptive roll will be treated 
as public property, so long as forage and the 40 cents a day are drawn 
from the Government. No soldier will be permitted to ride his horse, 
except in the discharge of public duty, or to sell or exchange him, 
except to secure one more serviceable, such superiority to be deter- 
mined and certified by the company officers present for duty, and 
the fact noted upon the descriptive roll. Such sales or exchanges, 
however, are strictly forbidden between cavalrymen of the same or 
different commands. : 

VIII. Brigade inspectors, in making inspections, will examine 
these descriptive rolls, observing that they accurately describe the 
number and distinguishing marks of the horses. Where they dis- 
cover horses to have been used for private purposes, or disposed of 


in violation of orders, th 
report, with the names of th om 
and of the soldiers so offending, sending 
© the view to their trial by court-martial. (oH igs 3 
---—s«<TX. Horses forfeited under the action of General Orders, 
(act 26) and 55, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, of 18 
may be purchased, after appraisement, for the benefit of owners_ 
deserving cavalrymen who have lost their horses by the casualties of 
battle. : 
X. Inspectors will report on their ‘‘inspection reports,” for transfer 
to the infantry, all men found dismounted through their own care- — 
_Jessness, or whose horses may have been rendered unserviceable by 
neglect or hard usage upon other than public service. a 


;. 


- 


Descriptive roll of animals belonging to company ——, regiment —— brigade 
——., division —. : 


DESCRIPTION OF ANIMAL. 


To whom horse belongs. | Height.| Color. | Distinguishing marks. | Mare. | Horse. | Remarks. 


CAnsEaret sie BA. Pees one 15 hds .| Sorrel..| Star in forehead, &c. 


XI. The following issubstituted for paragraph IV, General Orders, 
No. 73, current series, which is hereby revoked: 
_ All applications for exemption and detail will be transmitted to the 
superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription for decision. The office 
of Congressional district enrolling officer is abolished, and reports and 
returns of the commandants of conscripts will be made tothe Bureau 
of Conscription, and a copy of each will also be furnished to the 
generals of reserves. An officer may be assigned to duty in each 
Congressional district by the generals of reserves as inspector of 
conscription. 

By order: : 

: 8. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., November 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. C. SHIELDS, 
z Commandant of Conscripts, Richmond, Va.: 
(Through Major-General Kemper, commanding reserves. ) 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs that all persons coming from the 
counties of Princess Anne and Norfolk and Norfolk City to enter the 
military service of the Confederacy be allowed unrestricted selection 
of the companies to which they may be respectively assigned. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


‘s. VIRG NTA, hal 
lll oe = hae _ November 22, 1864. 
returned to the Bureau of Conscription. 7 
merous orders and communications are being addressed by the 
au to my subordinate, Colonel Shields, through myself; others, — 
rectly to Colonel Shields. 
tis submitted that the Bureau cannot direct its orders to an officer 
essly placed under my direction without contravening the orders 
e War Department and the regulations of the Army in regard to | 
correspondence. a 
_ All communications and orders affecting the business of conscrip- a 
_ tion in this State should be addressed to the officer conducting that +. 
_ business, and not to any one of his subordinates. eet 
= J. L. KEMPER, 
Major-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 

. ; Richmond, November 29, 1864. 

Respectfully transmitted to the Secretary of War, whose attention 
is invited to the fact that the order, the form of transmission of which 
is objected to, purports tc be and is by order of the Secretary of War, ~— 
and is sent through Major-General Kemper. 

If the custom of armies be accepted as the interpretation of regula- 
tions, there is no violation of those regulations of courtesy or etiquette 
in addressing an order from the supreme authority to the officer who 
is to execute it, provided, as in this case, his immediate superiors are 

- duly informed by transmitting the order through them. 
Acting on this custom, this Bureau since its institution has daily 
transmitted papers through Generals Lee, Beauregard, Johnston, and © 
others, and through the generals of reserves to officers under their 
orders. This is the first protest against the practice received at this 

_ Bureau. 

It is believed the practice is customary in the field, and certainly ~ 
that the largest portion of the correspondence of the War Department 
is so transmitted. 

This Bureau entertains no desire and has manifested no purpose of — 
passing by General Kemper in the promulgation of the orders of the 
Secretary of War. On the contrary, peculiar caution has been exer- 
cised in its correspondence with that officer to avoid departures from 
special courtesy—a caution not demanded by the tone of correspond- 
ence with generals of reserves in other States. 

_ Under paragraph XI, General Orders, No. 83, this Bureau is not pre- 
pared to admit that the commandant of conscripts for the State of 
Virginia is the subordinate of the general of reserves. Under that 
paragraph the commandant is directly responsible to this Bureau in 
matters similar to that to which this paperrefers. Instruction on this 
point respectfully asked. 


= 


~ 


JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 
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CAMP IN INTRENCHED LINE, 
= Near Mobile, Ala., November 2, 1564. 
General 8. COOPER, ms 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: - 

GENERAL: We, the undersigned, were appointed a committee on 
the part of the officers and men of what was known as Lockhart’s - 
battalion, and now as the First Regiment Alabama Reserves, to pre- 
fer the following petition: That the regiment with its present organ- 
ization be transferred to Provisional Army, C. 8. We would not feel 
justified in-presenting this petition if the companies of this organiza- 
tion had been organized and mustered into the service under the ‘“‘act 
to organize a reserve corps.” But inasmuch as eight companies were 
organized and mustered into the service by and with the authority of 
General Pillow before it was even known that the act referred to 
above was in contemplation, and inasmuch as the -young men of this 
regiment voluntarily entered the service without regard to State lines 
months before, and many of them years before, they were liable to 
military duty, we feel that it is our duty and but justice to them to 
make every effort and employ all the means in our power to have the 
regiment with its present organization transferred to the Provisional 
Army, C. 8. Relying on a general order from Brigadier-General Pil- 
low, the then chief of the Bureau of Conscription in the States of 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, that the boys entering these organ- 
izations (the companies the raising of which he had authorized) 
should not be conseribed, the officers proceeded to organize the sev- 
eral companies. By an order from Governor Watts these unattached 
companies were organized into a battalion by the election of field offi- 
cers on application recommended by the Governor. The battalion 
organization was accepted by the War Department, and ordered (con- 
trary to the expectation of all) to report to Major-General Withers as 
a part of the Reserve Corps of the State. Even then, relying on the 
ambiguity of the phrase ‘‘as a part of,” and the assurance of the 
Governor that the intention of the War Department had been mis- 
apprehended by us, and that they will go organized as one body (that 
is, into the Confederate service), we went to the field believing that 
our gallant boys would never be troubled by conscription. Besides, 
the officer, acting in good faith, had as an inducement to them to 
enter the service assured those youths that they would never be con- 
scribed. ‘They entered the service voluntarily, and, as previously 
stated, before the enactment of the law establishing a Reserve Corps; 
they have cheerfully undergone the hardships incident to the service; 
they have braved the danger of battle, parts of four companies now 
being prisoners of war; they have acquired an esprit de corps, an 
attachment to their present organization, and we would respectfully 
submit that it would be a humiliation entirely unnecessary, and not 
demanded by the exigencies of the service, to subject them to the dis- 
grace of conscription. We think it proved beyond doubt that the 
voluntary service of our enthusiastic young men, subjected to the 
requisite drill and discipline, is far superior to the unwilling service 
rendered by conscripts, and we therefore respectfully ask if the War 
Department can expect as efficient service from these young men when 
forced into other commands as it now has in a command to which they 
are attached? In addition to the above the officers (many of them 
wounded, and in part disabled men from the armies of Virginia and 
the Southwest) never for once entertained the idea that they were 
organizing a moving “‘camp of instruction” for the enrolling officer. 


- [ae 
ly submi ee oer eannoee 10 
* depleted by continual drafts, n n . 
high standard of drill and discipline which 
emselves they have attained. 3 
In consideration of the above facts, and without citing as prece-_ 
a Beene of other regiments organized at and after the same — 
® of our organization, we respectfully ask that the regiment be 
wed to take its place in the Army of the Confederate States and 
umbered in the regular series of the regiments from Alabama. 
We are, general, a respectfully; your obedient servants, | 


D. E. HUGER, ) 
Colonel. ao 


J. L. DAVIDSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 
JNO. W. PITTS, 
Captain Company C 
J. L. WALTHALL, 
Captain Company E. 
WwW. C. WARD, 
Captain Company A. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS RIGHT WING, DEFENSES OF MOBILE, ee 
November 3, 1864. 
Approved and respectfully forwarded. 
B. M. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


[Second indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE GULF, 
Mobile, November 4, 1864. 
puree and Se forwarded. 
DABNEY H. MAURY, 
Mapor-General, Commanding. 


ee a ee ae 


{Third indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES, ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, November 5, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. = 

The two companies mentioned as added to the battalion to consti- 
tute the First Regiment were being raised under like orders with the 
other eight, but were not quite completed when the act of the 17th of 
February was passed. The date of actual organization constitutes 
the only difference. This regiment has certainly claims to considera- 
tion which cannot be prefer red by any other portion of the reserves— 
the circumstances under which the companies were raised; their 
long service without pay; being officered by men of experience, eleven 
of whom have been wounded - in the battles in Virginia; the assur- 
ances given them by high State officials and Confeder ate Officers, and 
the heretofore quasi recognition of them by the Government in ‘their 
retention in service from their organization. The morale of this 
regiment would be greatly streng thened by granting this petition, and 
good service can certainly be expected of it. 

J. M. WITHERS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


48 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 


At my instance this command was ordered by the President 
received with its organization, and it was required to report to 
eral Withers. (See my letter of the 27th of April to President Day 
In response to this letter the President directed the organization 
remain. It would be injustice to the men and officers to permit a 
to be conseribed, especially when they wish to go into the service as 
organized. It would also violate the order of the President and d 
great harm, and produce great dissatisfaction with the best people of 
the State. . a 
Ho Wattes 
~ Governor of Alabama. 
[Fifth indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
November 25, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. : . —- 

Lockhart’s battalion was composed originally of eight companies, 4 
consisting chiefly of youths under eighteen years of age. Nothing ~ 
has been found in the correspondence of this office to authorize the 
impression that the members who became liable to conscription would — 
not be assigned to organizations existing prior to 16th of April, 1862. _ 
A letter to Major-General Withers dated July 6, 1864, returned the — 
muster-rolls of five companies, that the ages might be entered, and 
stated that if they were under eighteen they composed part of the 
reserves under hiscommand, but that those under eighteen must not 
be mustered for general service, as they would, on attaining that age, 
become liable to assignment to companies organized prior to 16th of 
April, 1862. Another letter to General Withers dated July 11, 1864, 
authorized the retention of the officers between eighteen and forty- 
five, stating that it was an exceptional case. Major-General Withers 
has added to the eight companies two others, organized in like — 
manner and from like material. He advises that the petition be 
granted and the present organization preserved. Governor Watts, of 
Alabama, urges the same view. The papers are submitted to the 
Secretary of War for instructions, inasmuch as the application is 
specially indorsed by the Governor of Alabama. 

By order, &¢.: 

JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, November 2, 1864. 
General T. H. HOLMEs: 

GENERAL: In conformity with your request I inclose you a list* of 
the classes of persons whom I have claimed as necessary State officers 
and agents to be exempt from conscription, together with a copy of 
a joint resolution* of the Legislature as the authority for my claim. 
To these I only desire to add that I claim any and all persons in the 
actual employ of the State in any department where the law enjoins 


* Not found. 


5 My. : - ? it aha 
hich require the employment o perso! 
LC. mploy any needful agents no department of 
vernm be carried on for a moment, amd the State — 
e shorn of its sovereignty and crippled in all its operations. 
our conference on this subject you will have learned of the 
1 of our supreme court in Johnson vs. Mallett, in which it is _ 
down as law that my certificate in behalf of an officer is not 
terial; that all officers and agents provided by the Constitution or 

e laws made in pursuance thereof are, without regard to any action a" 
he Congress, exempt from conscription. Iregard this as settling = 
he whole question, and shall be governed by it accordingly. Feeling 
as deeply interested in the filling up of our armies as any one can be, 

I have only to say, in conclusion, that it shall be my purpose to aid 

_ you by filling, as far as possible, all the departments under my 
control with non-conscripts, and turning over all able-bodied men 

who can be spared. 

a. Very respectfully, yours, 


¥ 


Z. B. VANCE. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES, NORTH CAROLINA, 
Raleigh, November 3, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Bureau of Conscription. se 
TH. H. HOLMES, 
LTieutenant-General, Commanding. 


2 
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[Second indorsement. ] 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, November 8, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War for his information. 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


i ak bw 
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[Third indorsement.] 


, NOVEMBER 9, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 

Have you seen or heard of the decision referred to? It would 
involve an awkward relation to these employés. I am bound, am I 
not, to act upon the conscript law without reference to these State 
decisions? and yet the result would be conflict. ae ae advise ? 

AS, 
Secretary. 

[Fourth indorsement. } 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 

I have not seen the decision referred to, but it corresponds with one 
made by Chief Justice Pearson last spring, in the case of one Russell 
(I think that is the name), who was conscribed by General Whiting. 
Governor Vance presses the decision beyond its limits when he claims 
all the employés and agents, &e. The decision, in my opinion, is 
erroneous, a8 militating against that supremacy which the Constitu- 
tion ordains in respect to the legislation of the Confederate States in 
the subjects committed to them. 


Respectfully, J. A. CAMPBELL 


Assistant Secretary of War. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ~~ , 
Richmond, November 3, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE.CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Str: The operations of the War Department since the date of my 
last report embrace in their scope the events of the present campaign, 
which at that time had not been fully opened, and which has not yet 
been brought to a close; also, the measures instituted for the increase, 
organization, equipment, and supply of the Army, under the laws 
adopted at the last session of the First Congress. The importance of — 
_ the elections to occur within the United States during the present 
year, the condition of their finances, and a growing discontent among 
their people because of the duration of the war, induced a belief 
that their executive and military authorities would prosecute the cam- 
paign with extraordinary vigor and seek to render it decisive and 
final. Nor has this anticipation been disappointed. In the winter 
and spring the enemy collected a larger body of men than he had 
before assembled in the field, who were commanded by his favorite 
generals. His fleets were enlarged, and their armaments embraced 
all the improvements that naval architecture had discovered. His 
arms and equipments were of the most improved model, and whatever 
was required for the success of the campaign was supplied with lavish 
profusion. He opened the campaign by an attempt to obtain com- 
mand over the States bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. He invaded 
Florida, set on foot an expedition to sweep through Mississippi and 
to effect the capture of Mobile, and he penetrated with formidable 
armies to the western limits of Louisiana to establish his dominion 
over that State. The success of these enterprises was expected to 
give him a firm hold upon these States and to enable him to concen- 
trate all his energies upon the campaigns in Virginia and Georgia. 
But these invasions were defeated or repelled. My last report com- 
municated. the victories obtained in Florida and North Mississippi 
that relieved Alabama and Florida from the invader, and I have now 
to announce a series of brilliant triumphs obtained by our arms in 
Louisiana and Arkansas, commencing with the signal victories of 
Mansfield and Pleasant Hill, and extending into the interior of Mis- 
souri, where our victorious troops were at the date of our latest 
information. Almost the entire Trans-Mississippi Department enjoys 
security and repose, and the troops, long engaged with invaders there, 
may now, as in part they already are, be employed in formidable 
offensive operations. But the primary object of the enemy was to 
effect the capture of Richmond and the defeat and dispersion of the 
armies of Northern Virginia and Tennessee. He assembled his main 
army for this purpose in April last on the Rappahannock, under 
General Grant. Another was collected on the Peninsula, under com- 
mand of General Butler, to co-operate on the south side of Richmond. 

A third was designed to penetrate to the James River through the 
Valley of Virginia, and the forces in Western Virginia and Kentucky 
were to cross the mountains and join it on its march. 

Itis believed that more than 200,000 troops were combined for the 
execution of this plan in April last, and that from 50,000 to 100,000 
men have since been added as re-enforcements. The army of General - 
Grant was met at the Wilderness on the 5th of May last and defeated; 
it was encountered with the same result at Spotsylvania Court- 
House, on the Po, the North Anna, and at Cold Harbor, after which 
it abandoned its march on Richmond and crossed the James River to 


mn with General Butler near Petersburg. This army 
r had landed on the south side of the James River, — 
Hundred, early in May, to co-operate with the army of | 
2 Grant, which was expected to arrive before Richmond in a 
i} time. On the 16th day of May this army met with a defeat at 
y’s Bluff, and was confined to its intrenchments from that time 
t was joined by the army of General Grant. 
e army of General Sigel, designated for the invasion of the Val- 
of Virginia, was defeated at New Market in May last, and the 
ops from Western Virginia driven fromthe valley of the upper Roa- 2 3 
~noke about thesame time. Atalaterperiod these armies were united en 
_ under General Hunter, and after a successful march up the Valley of _ 
_ Virginia, were encountered by General Early at Lynchburg and 
driven to the Ohio River. General Early, finding Washington City 
and Baltimore exposed, passed through the Valley, defeating all 
opposing forces, crossed into Maryland, and penetrated to the sub- 
—urbs of Washington City and Baltimore. The cavalry raids of 
Sheridan and Wilson were defeated, and the attempts to permanently 
- obstruct our communications have failed. The campaign projected 
_ by General Grant with such mighty preparation has been frustrated, 
- and if he depended alone upon the means that were provided and 
were deemed to be superabundant, his failure would be absolute. 
But a proclamation has been made for the draft »f 500,000 men by — ~ 
the President of the United States to recruit his defeated and dis- 
pirited army and we cannot yet claim security or quiet. 
In the great central State of Georgia the campaign opened about 
_ the same time, but operations have been so far less favorable to our 
arms. Preparation had been there made early to meet with ade- 
quate forces, exceeding the relative disproportion which has usually 
existed with all our armies, anc repel the enemy on the threshold of 
the State, but prudence or strategy led the general intrusted with the _ 
conduct of the campaign to prefer a retreating and defensive line of 
action. In consequence our forces, though not without, on several 
occasions, severely checking and punishing their adversaries, when- 
ever venturing direct assault, were gradually maneuvered or pressed 
back toward Atlanta, the leading objective point of the campaign. 
When that important central point of union to various converging 
lines of communication had been nearly reached, and appeared about 
to be abandoned, a change was made in the commander, and a strenu- 
ous effort was made to hold and defend, by torce of arms, this place, 
which had become more important in a political and moral than in a 
military view, from the significance the public of both sides had 
attached to its possession. It was bravely held for several weeks, and 
some successes, achieved with skill and valor, for a time seemed to 
assure to us its retention, when a hazardous movement of the enemy, 
which, with as much success to our arms as there was promptitude 
in seizing the occasion by our commander, must have caused his ruin, 
resulting in victory, compelled our evacuation of the city and its 
occupancy by the enemy. This was felt as a serious reverse, and 
caused some depression of feeling throughout the Confederacy, while 
it was hailed with unbounded acclamation and revived hopes by the 
enemy. For the time the loss of prestige and the political effects 
were unquestionably adverse to us, but results may show that its con- 
sequences were, on both sides, strangely misunderstood and exag- 
gerated. It has liberated our army for offensive operations, while it 
has chained down our enemies to the tenure of a far inland position 
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of no real strategical value since the breaking up of its railroad con- 
nections, in the midst of a hostile population, and to be sustained 
only by supplies drawn hundreds of miles by a single line of road. 
The opportunities presented by such a situation have been seized and 
used by our bold and enterprising leader with promptitude and — 
energy. The communications of the enemy have been cut in many 
places. Our army is in his rear, and he, instead of resting securely 
behind the strong intrenchments of his recent capture, is forced to 
come forth to encounter his skillful adversary on ground of his choice 
and where defeat is ruin to the enemy, only reverse to us. 

Meantime the necessity for concentration by the enemy of his 
scattered forces for the invasion of Georgia compelled the relaxation 
of the bonds which have restrained the patriotic desires of the loyal 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. In consequence, m different portions 
of both States, with the encouragement of some little aid from an 
officer or company of our Army, the people are organizing and arming 
in force. to repel their oppressors and hold their own country. In. 
. fact, at this time we have possession of larger portions of both 
States than at any period since they were overrun by the enemy, and 
by the indignities and wrongs of their domination they have roused 
all loyal people to stern defiance and the resolve never to submit. 
Should disaster overtake the army invading Georgia, the uprising of 
the people behind him would probably be general, and the re-estab- 
lishment of the permanent ascendancy of the Confederacy over those 
important and abundant States be fully secured. 

Shortly after the fall of Atlanta a series of disasters befell our 
troops in the Valley of Virginia and-contributed to the discourage- 
ment then existing. But when we consider the events of the entire 
campaign—the brilliant achievements of our armies in Florida, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Missouri; the long, arduous, and 
successful resistance made by the Army of Northern Virginia, in 
which every virtue of an army and the genius of consummate general- 
ship have been displayed; the glorious defense of Petersburg and 
Richmond; the numerous successes that have crowned our arms in 
Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, South Carolina, and Mississippi; the 
adventurous, bold, and effective efforts of our cavalry under Hampton, 
Forrest, Lee, and others—we have cause for congratulation and rejoic- 
ing. We have resisted the mightiest of the efforts of our enemies; 
we have encountered and defeated his largest and best appointed 
armies; we have thwarted his best-laid plans; we have shown our- 
selves to be worthy of that separate and equal place among the 
nations of the earth, which is our birthright, and which has been 
unjustly withheld from us. 

The superintendence of the measures for the increase, organization, 
equipment, supply, and movement of the Army is devolved upon this 
Department. The acts of Congress of April and September, 1862, 
‘‘to make further provision for the public defense,” and the act of 
Congress in February last ‘‘to organize forces to serve during the 
war,” contain the authority of the Department and designate the 
means for maintaining the efficiency of the Army astomen. The war 
upon the part of the Confederacy being defensive the proportions it 
was to assume depended upon the character and extent of the means 
employed by the enemy for its prosecution. His scheme for the pros- 
ecution of the war was to overcome all opposition by the magnitude 
of his armies and the superiority of their supply and equipment. 
Referring to the census tables, he estimated the arms-bearing popula- 


accessible to their control in any 
an 1,000,000 men.- He determined to place forthwith 
‘y and naval service some 700,000, and thus to compel the 
ifederacy to put in requisition its entire strength; and since 1861) _ 
has strained every nerve to maintain his armies at the same 
andard as to numbers. He has recruiting agencies throughout the 
nent of Kurope, and he has enlisted from the negroes of this 
ntinent, it is said, some 200,000 soldiers. It is evident, therefore, z 
iat to carry on the contest the Confederacy was compelled to put ; 
its entire resources in requisition. The acts of Congress of 1862, 
before mentioned, contain the principle that in a struggle involving 
_ the being of a nation every citizen may be assigned to that position = 
~ and to perform that duty in which he can render best service. The 
_ exemption acts of 1862 and 1863, which followed the acts of conscrip- 
tion, do not contradict this principle. . They were designed to effect 
- such an organization of the industry of the States as to enable us to 
_ defend ourselves with our own resources. Cut off from the commerce 
of the world, and destitute as we were at the beginning of the war of 
magazines and arsenals from which to draw supplies, it became appar- 
ent that our safety depended upon the activity and success with which 
our internal resources could be developed for use. There was an impe- 
rious necessity for a protection to manufacturing, mechanical, and 
mining enterprises, and for the devotion of agricultural industry to the 
production of subsistence for the Army and people. The exemption — 
acts of 1862 and 1863 were liberal in the promotion of this policy, and 
the Confederacy has derived from them the most beneficial results. 
Notwithstanding the embarrassment and obstruction that follow upon 
the use of a depreciated currency, and that much of the territory of 
the Confederacy has undergone the devastation of war, an adequate 
supply of provisions has been obtained for the Army. The mobility 
of our armies has been maintained by the aid extended to railroads; the 
manufacturing establishments have supphed a large portion of the 
clothing for soldiers, and the mechanical, mining, and manufacturing 
industry employed upon the production of arms and munitions of war 
have enabled us to conduct our campaigns with security and confidence. 
We have been enabled to compete with a nation of artisans and me- 
chanies, whose invention and skill have been stimulated: by the munifi- 
cent bounty of their Government. Nor were these results achieved 
by any sacrifice, nor even detriment to the claims of the armies in the 
field. The muster and pay rolls of the armies show that through the 
campaigns of 1862 and 1863, if any undue diminution is discernible, 
it was due to desertion and absenteeism more than to any deficiency 
in the recruiting system that had been adopted. But it cannot be 
disguised that the duration of this war for more than three years, and 
the unparalleled largeness of its proportions, and the sangutnary 
nature of the warfare, have become manifest in the official returns of 
our armies and of the recruiting service. The acts of Congress dur- 
ing the last winter contain admissions of the fact. They provide in 
no indistinct terms for the contingency that was anticipated shortly 
to occur, when the capacity of our people to contribute further recruits 
to the Army would be more heavily taxed than at any former period. 
The regulation that discharged a principal who had furnished a sub- 
stitute was abrogated and the principal was required to return to the 
Army. The bureau service was curtailed in its efficiency by the with- 
drawal of men able to perform duty in the field and their places to 
be supplied by the disabled, feeble, and invalid. A large portion of 
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the exemptions were repealed, and details were limited to cases of © 
public necessity or State expediency or confined to experts and per- | 
sons of skill and craft. The Department was unable to execute the 
law_as soon as it was promulgated without deranging all branches of — 
the service and seriously crippling the operations of the armiesin the _ 

field. The dependence of those armies upon the departments of sup- — 
ply for efficiency and vigor is too intimate to allow of any abrupt or 
ineautious disturbance of their operations. The reduction in their | 
service to the standard required by the act of Congress was, however, 
progressing regularly in such mode as to assure against any shock or 
arrest to essential operations. But the urgency of the field service, 


the thinning of our own ranks under the casualties and sufferings of 


the campaign, and, above all, the call of the enemy for 500,000 
recruits and the extraordinary efforts they were making to assemble 
overpowering hosts on every arena, but especially before and for the 
capture of our Capital, demanded that all available means should be 
promptly employed to increase the numbers and efficiency of our 
Army. It became necessary not only to expedite the removal to the 
Army of those whom the act referred to had proposed to withdraw 
from their employment in the administrative branches of the service, 
but also to extend the call to all others liable to conscription for aetive 
service. The late legislation of Congress, while subjecting classes 
before exempt to service, had given a large discretion of detail, and 
had manifested a desire for the liberal allowance of such, with a view 
to maintain the agriculture, manufactures, and industrial operations 
of the country. This discretion had been used as far as seemed, at 
the time, compatible with the demands of the active service, and had 
withheld for these important ends considerable numbers not exempts 
from our armies. It has been, in view of the forces mustered against 
us, deemed necessary to revoke all such details, and to enforce 
rigidly the laws of conscription limiting to men capable only of light 
duty and to reserves employment in the departments of the publie 
service, and thus to liberate for the field all liable to such duty, except 
skilled artisans, experts, and men of science, and a few others actually 
indispensable for the maintenance and supply of the armies. By sub- 
jecting all others rigidly and promptly to the obligation of active 
service which the law imposes, it is believed very considerable re-en- 
forcements of the most efficient material are being afforded to our 
armies. In addition, the law allowing the acquisition, even by 
impressment if necessary, of 20,000 able-bodied male slaves, for 
employment with the armies as teamsters, cooks, and the like, is 
being enforced, and the substitution of such will allow the recall to 
the ranks of many valuable men who have heretofore been detailed 
for such incidental service. 

The reserves, too, consisting of those between seventeen and eight- 
een and those between forty-five and fifty years of age, have been 
organized under a commander for each State, and where the State has 
been invaded have been called into active service. They have been 
found an efficient force to supply guards to cities and public works, 
and for the large number of prisoners in our hands, and also as 
defenders of bridges, roads, and important points, and have thus 
liberated for the field many soldiers who must otherwise have been 
drawn from the active armies.. On several occasions, too, portions 
of them have been thrown with the armies in the field as active auxil- 
iaries. So far, whenever tried, they have exhibited the characteristic 
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veteran comrades in constancy and conduct. 


ounter the hosts being summoned by the enemy for our sub- 


late unhappy reverses to our arms, plainly manifested by our malig- 
nt foes, and this is probably the last grand effort their means or res- 
tion will allow for their war of aggression and conquest. It should 


and means, and for this additional legislation is required. It is my 
_ deliberate conviction, more than once expressed in former reports, that 
the policy of exemptions to those capable of military service is unwise, 
and that all men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five capable of 
_ bearing arms should, without distinction of occupation or profession, 
_ be subjected to service and called to the field. The few indispensa- 
ble exceptions for the needs of society and the supply of the Army 
_ might be readily and more conveniently provided by details. Exemp- 
tions by classes necessarily cover many not actually demanded by 
_ society for the needs that, on the-average, may have given plausi- 


bility to the exceptions, and such exceptions, besides inducing invidi- . 


ous feelings and dissatisfaction, compel a discrimination in the eall 
for service which both delays and measurably defeats its full acecom- 
plishment. It is therefore urgently recommended that all exemptions 
except of officers actually essential to the conduct of the Confederate 
and State governments be abolished, and all of the military age, phys- 
ically capable, without distinction or discrimination, be at once 
devoted to the sacred duty of defending their country in the field. 
They would probably constitute as large a draft for continuous serv- 
ice in the field as the interests of society would allow, but it is not 
doubted that, with the aid of our slaves, those beyond and below the 
ages prescribed for active service, with the large number of those fit 
only for light duty, and the partially disabled by service, would suffice 
adequately to maintain necessary production and supply, both for 
the armies and the people. 

With a view to the increase of our armies in the field, the policy has 
been suggested, and has attracted some public attention, of enlisting 
our negro slaves as soldiers. No compunction could be felt in so 
using them, for deeply as the whites of the South are interested in 
repelling the invasion, and forever liberating themselves from the 
association or thraldom of our enemies, the negroes of the South are 
even more vitally concerned. With the whites it is a question of 
nationality, of honor, and property. With the negroes, in its dread 
issues in no distant future, it is a question of their existence as a 
race. The friendship of a people so selfish, cruel, and remorseless as 
our foes would be to the unhappy negro more fatal than to us their 
enmity. In contact with them, under their pretended freedom before 
the law, which in operation on an inferior race is but a license to 
greed and oppression, exposed to all the vices, without the providence 
of the civilized man, they must soon, in the language of a leader 
among their professed friends, ‘be trampled out as a sickly exotic” 
or wither away amid the blighting influences of debauchery, pauper- 
ism, crime, and disease. They have, besides, the homes they value, 
the families they love, and the masters they respect and depend on to 
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various measures, sanctioned by existing legislation, must i“ 
increase and reinvigorate our depleted armies, but itis not = 
guised that they must still leave those armies relatively weak _ 7 


hion. Signs of exhaustion and despair of success were, until some 


met and overcome by the early and full command of all our men. 
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defend and protect against the savagery and devastation of the ene 
No fear is entertained of their fidelity, for the feelings, as the int 


of the great mass of the negroes have been conclusively manifested — 
to be with their protectors and masters. Neither is it doubted that, — 


under the leadership of those whites to whom they have been habit- 
uated and in whom they have confidence, they would exhibit more 
steadfastness and courage than they will ever attain as soldiers of the 
enemy. If any added incentive were required, from the supposed 
love of freedom natural to man, it might readily be afforded by the 
assurance of emancipation to all who conducted themselves with 
fidelity and courage during the war. For any such action it would, 
of course, require the concurring legislation of each State from the 
slave population of which the negro soldiers had been drawn, because 
to the States belong exclusively the determination of the relations 
which their colored population, or any part of them, shall hold. It is 
not doubted, however, should it be deemed expedient so to employ and 
_ reward slaves enlisted as soldiers, that the necessary legislation would 
be accorded, for there is no sacrifice of property or minor interests 
which would not be made by either our States or people to insure 
final separation from our hateful foes and the achievement of our 
liberty and independence. While it is encouraging to know this 
resource for further and future efforts is at our 2ommand, my own 
judgment does not yet either perceive the necessity or approve the 
- policy of employing slaves in the higher duties of soldiers. They are 
confessedly inferior in all respects to our white citizens in the qualifi- 
eations of the soldier, and I have thought we have within the military 
age as large a proportion of our whole population as will be required 
or can be advantageously employed in active military operations. If, 
then, the negro be employed in the war, the inferior is preferred to 
the superior agent for the work. In sucha war as this, waged against 
foes bent with malignant persistence on our destruction, and for all 
that man holds priceless, the most vital work is that of the soldier, 
and for it wisdom and duty require the most fitting workmen. The 
superior instrumentalities should be preferred. It will not do, in my 
opinion, to risk our liberties and safety on the negro, while the white 
man may be called to the sacred duty of defense. For the present, it 
seems best to leave the subordinate labors of society to the negro, and 
to impose the highest, as now existing, on the superior class. 

The reserves might remain, as now constituted, for service through- 
out each State; but, in addition, it would seem expedient that all other 
white males capable of bearing arms, in even local service, should be 
organized and armed, ready to maintain the police of the country and 
to resist, within the limits of their counties or some restricted district 
contiguous thereto, the actual raids or invasions of the enemy. No 
serious interruptions would thus be caused to their industrial avoca- 
tions or their relations to society, and yet a greater degree of security 
and confidence and a universal sentiment of patriotic self-devotion 
would be secured. In the war waged by malignant foes, who aim not 
merely against our national existence but at the institutions of our 
social system, at the property and means of subsistence of all. and 
contemplate nothing less than desolation to the country and expulsion 
or extinction of its inhabitants, all, of whatever age, have both interest 
and duty compelling them to stand to arms in defense, according to 
the measure of their ability. The country should be as one great 
camp and the whole people arranged in the most efficient military 
organizations compatible with the maintenance of the necessary works 
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ns of society for unflinching resistance to the 
The subjugation of a brave people so organize 
ed is an utter impossibility. ; aap cee Ss 
ome measures of legislation are believed to be expedient to main- 
hhe number and increase the efficiency of the cavalry in the field. 
e policy of requiring the men to furnish their own horses was at 
1 times doubtful, as while affording apparently an inducement to 
greater care of the animal, it interferes with discipline and impairs 
efficiency. It also causes, almost of necessity, the dismounting for. 
long “periods of those who, having lost horses, are unable to furnish 4 
_ them speedily or at all, and the absence, often on protracted furloughs, 
_ of the men who have sustained such losses to procure other horses. 
Under the weariness of protracted service and the eager longing for | 
return home, which at times possesses even the best soldiers, this — 
chance of a furlough is said to more than counteract the interest of 
ownership in the horse and to constitute a premium on neglect or 
the allowance of casualties to disable their animals. A worse conse- 
quence, perhaps, is the tendency and temptation of the system to 
induce plundering and irregular modes of supplying themselves by 
the men. Those mounted are aware of the constant liability to the 
loss of their animals and of the difficulty and expense of replacing 
them, and are undur constant inducement to obtain reserve horses or 
the means of purchasing them. Those dismounted are even more 
strongly stimulated by the inconveniences of their position and the 
danger of being transferred to less acceptable branches of the service 
to provide themselves, even by illegitimate means. These induce- 
ments are all enhanced by the limited class of casualties for which 
the value of the horse lost is repaid under present law, and the delays 
and eribarrassments encountered in affording proof and obtaining 
payment. Horses are paid for, too, only at the valuations assessed at 
the time they are taken into service, and with the fluctuations in the 
value of our currency and the enhancement of prices resulting from 
the inereasing scarcity of the proper horses, the value repaid is gener- 
ally grossly inadequate. If the present system is to continue, it is 
indispensable that there should be wider range to the casualties in 
which the value is repaid, more liberality in the assessment of value, 
and greater facilities for prompt payment. 

The class of men who constitute our cavalry, while among the most 
spirited and active of our citizens, are yet generally, from previous 
independent habits of life, most difficult to discipline and subject to 
subordination. Entering immediately on service, they have enjoyed 
few opportunities of previous drill or training, and from the detached 

_ and often irregular service in which they are frequently employed, 
they are much removed from the restraints and responsibilities of 
large commands. They are but too apt, therefore, while individually 
gallant and enterprising, to be wanting in organization, in discipline, 
and in the efficiency and reliability which should belong to trained 
troops. Our cavalry have performed many achievements of valor 
and utility, but they have also, on occasions of great importance, shown 
want of vigilance or constancy and caused disaster. These defects 
are believed to spring, not from deficiencies in the men, but in the 
system of selection and of training. It is believed it would be wiser 
that the cavalry should gradually be constituted of men picked from 
the trained and veteran soldiers for their peculiar qualifications, and 
that these should be mounted and equipped at the public expense. It 
might be made a penalty for the loss of their horses, through neglect 


764 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


or any other than the inevitable casualties of war, thatthe men should — 


be returned to the infantry service. This would probably be found 
more efficient than, under the present system, private ownership has 
proved to obviate neglect and secure due attention to the animals, 
while it would remove all inducement from self-interest to undue cau- 
tion or escape under the legitimate hazards of war. There would be 
the certainty, too, that the men were trained and disciplined and 
habituated to fight as infantry, which in many instances our cavalry, 

from the nature of the country or the like tactics of the enemy, 
~ are compelled to do. It is not doubted that in this way the superi- 
ority of our cavalry over that of the enemy could be permanently 
established. 

It has been more than once heretofdre urged by the Department 
-that to maintain the number and efficiency of our Army organizations 
it was essential there should be some power of reducing and consoli- 
dating them. The depletion of many of the organizations during the 
late wasting and bloody campaign has made this more than ever 
manifest. It is impossible adequately to recruit many of the reduced 
regiments and companies, especially those from the distant and trans- 
Mississippi States, and not a few are so thinned in their ranks as to 
cause despondeney and inefficiency. There is necessarily, too, an 
undue proportion of officers to men, which adds to the expense while 
weakening the force of the Army. The evil is often so glaring that 
a remedy is obliged in some way to be applied. This is done, at the 
expense of subsequent embarrassments and confusion of legal rights, 
by the temporary union, by the authority of the general in the field, 
of fragmentary companies or regiments, or more legally, though indi- 
rectly, under the sanction of the Department, by the disbandment of 
some depleted organizations and the assignment, as by conscription, 
of the men to some other. In such case, however, there is no chance 
of selecting the best officers of both organizations, but there is the 
injustice of depriving all the officers, however meritorious, of the one 
disbanded of their commissions. It would evidently be much more 
just and beneficial to the service that the power. should exist to consoli- 
date the two and retain the best officers of each. It is reeommended 
the power be granted. 

It has been mentioned that for the organization and control of the 
reserves a commander has been assigned in each State. They consti- 
tute a peculiar and auxiliary force, which yet cannot, it is thought, 
be justly deemed an independent army. Hence an embarrassment 
results, which demands the correction of legislation. They are not 
entitled to order and revise the proceedings of courts-martial, nor if 
a military court, as is authorized by law for each State, should be 
appointed could they have it attached to their commands or review 
its decisions. As the reserves are necessarily rather deficient in order 
and training, the restraint and influence of such tribunals are spe- 
cially necessary for their control and subordination. It is probably 
not necessary to give any military court, or revision of the decision 
of any established for the States respectively, as the power to appoint 
and revise the proceedings of courts-martial would suffice. Courts 
might then be const'tuted, to sit permanently, of disabled or invalid 
officers. 

The condition of our gallant soldiers in the hands of the enemy con- 
tinues to engage the solicitude and interest of the Department. The 
number of the captives on each side has been greatly swelled by the 
vicissitudes of the present fearful campaign, though the disproportion 
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ting against us has been by oursuperior successes g1 
; entirely overcome. It has been the constant desire 
ort of the Department to effect exchanges on any principle of equity, | 
he opportunity has never been lost to make this known to the | 
emy and to obtain his concurrence. The obligations of the cartel — 
d the faith pledged to its observance have been repeatedly invoked, 
it in vain. To.such demands intimations were conveyed that the 
_ enemy would only agree to an exchange of man for man. So long as 
_ the enemy held, as they claimed, a superiority in the number of cap- 
_ tives, it was seen that this modo of exchange would leave the surplus 
_ of our captive soldiers in their hands without, for the time, any ade- 
quate check on the inhumanity and cruelty they have been ever prone 
_ to exhibit toward such captives. Still, as the preponderance of num- 
cre bers steadily diminished confidence increased that the prospect’ of 
‘speedy captures would soon enable us to check or avenge their malig- 
_ nity. This consideration, in aid of the powerful incentives, even more 
of humanity and gratitude than of interest, that urged any practicable 
effort for the relief and release of our imprisoned soldiers, induced us 
to overlook alike our just rights under the cartel and apprehensions 
of the probable ill-treatment of the surplus that might remain in the 
power of our vindictive foes, and to propose exchange on the very 
terms intimated as acceptable of manforman. The offer only afforded 
another illustration of the hypocrisy, faithlessness, and inhumanity — ~ 
of the enemy, for it was soon made apparent that their professed 
willingness was but a pretext and a blind, and, while they expected 
| the plan would not be acquiesced in, to conceal their own determina- 
: tion to make no general exchange. They have here and there con- 
’ sented to partial exchanges, generally effected between commanders 
in the field, but the Government appears to have deliberately adopted 
the remorseless and inhuman policy of enforcing the captivity, with 
all its attendant sufferings, of the prisoners on both sides during 
the war. They pay thus impliedly to our gallant soldiers the tribute 
of admitted superiority, while they exhibit to the unhappy victims 
from their Army their own ingratitude, perfidy, and cruelty. One of 
their favorite commanders has not even hesitated to avow, with utter 
disregard of the claims of their captive soldiers on their consideration 
and protection, that, as the terms of service of many had expired, they 
were not to be regarded as subjects of equal exchange. It likewise 
appears that, as they gloat over the idea of being able, by their block- 
ade and devastation, to starve to submission a people whom they 
cannot subdue by arms, they calculate, in utter indifference to thé 
sufferings that may be entailed on their own captive soldiers, on the 
supplies which must be furnished them as an effective drain on our 
limited resources. Could we, indeed, be so straitened as they delude 
themselves into believing, how fearful must they expect to be the 
privations and sufferings of their soldiers in our hands, since they 
could not expect us to starve our gallant soldiers or people to nourish 
the malignant invaders who had sought to inflict on us the worst ills 
of war and famine. These captives would of course be the first 
unhappy victims of the famine which the barbarous warfare of their 
Government may cause. While no such suffering has yet been 
entailed on them, but, on the contrary, they have, through the 
humanity of our Government, been provided as our own soldiers, yet 
such privations as they have had to share with them have been exag- 
gerated by the enemy, in part from their delusive conceptions of our 
straitened condition, but more from the diligent invention of false 
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tales, and have been made the pretext of wanton privations to our | 


faithful soldiers in their hands. They compel sufferings to their own 


soldiers by their malignant outrages against civilized warfare, and — 


then find in such excuse for visiting cruelty and starvation on our - 


soldiers, to whom it is not pretended they could not easily afford ails 


the comforts and subsistence due to captives in war. The ineffable 
baseness of such a course exceeds even its inhumanity, and for either 
it would be difficult to find a parallel in the history of civilized, much 
less Christian, nations. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that since the foregoing was 
written a prospect has been afforded of ameliorating the condition of 
our captive soldiers. When all overtures to the Government of our 


wf 


enemies seemed vain, General Lee was instructed to make directly to — 


General Grant a proposition that, without releasing either Government 
from the obligation of affording due provision to its captives, each 
should have the right of furnishing to its own prisoners in the posses- 
sion of the other, under the direction of officers among them to be 
paroled for the purpose, such additional supplies of necessary articles 
as it might deem expedient to send. This was accepted, doubtless 
through the influence of the commanding general of the Federal 
armies, who, however profuse of the lives of his men in battle, could 
but havesympathy and interest for the imprisoned soldier. It is indie- 
ative of the remorseless policy of the hostile Government that such 
concessions to the claims of humanity should have been made sooner 
by the stern soldier in the field than by their statesmen in the Cabinet. 
As the liberty is afforded by the agreement, with commendable liber- 
ality, that supplies may be purchased in Northern cities, or sent to our 
soldiers in captivity directly from foreign ports, there can be but little 
delay or difficulty in affording to them all reasonable supplies for the 
alleviation of their unhappy state. This arrangement will be as 
gratifying to our Government and people as it is conformable to 
humanity and wise policy. = 
The report of our agent of exchange is submitted in connection 
with this subject. It will display the past course and present state 
of negotiations for exchange. * 
The operations of the several administrative bureaus of the Depart- 
ment have been conducted with zeal, ability, and success, reflecting 
great credit on their several heads. They have had grievous difficul- 
ties and embarrassments to encounter from a depreciating currency, 
deficiencies of labor and materials, and straitened means of transpor- 
tation and distribution. In addition, they have been constrained, by 
the stringent legislation of Congress, to relinquish their most active 
and experienced agents and employés and substitute them from the 
more infirm and aged classes. It was not practicable to do this 
- immediately without a ruinous arrest of all the essential operations 
of production and supply for the Army; but the obligation has been 
steadily observed, and as the exigencies of the campaign made recruit- 
ment of our armies necessary, its execution has been hastened and 
enforced to the furthest point compatible with the preservation and 
continuance of indispensable works. Interferences of this kind are 
inevitably so prejudicial and disturbing that it is hoped a well-devised 
and permanent system of providing and retaining in continuous 
employment a sufficient number of artisans, experts, and laborers for 
all essential operations may be devised and established. Great mis- 
apprehension, it is believed, has prevailed in the public mind, both as 
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ind class of persons who have constituted th 
s of the several bureaus, and much unmerited od 
ousness has been excited by the erroneous supposition that 
ureaus have afforded a refuge and a shield from the legitimate 
ims of military service. The aim has been steadily enjoined, and, — 
is not doubted, in the main has been strictly observed, of engaging 
and retaining as few as possible of military age, and with rare excep- 
tions it is confidently believed the men now employed are rendering 
more efficient service to the cause than they could do even in the field. 
_ It should be thoroughly understood that only in the last necessity 
will they again be summoned or disturbed. The best vindication to = 
these bureaus is afforded by the results attained under all the impedi- 
_ ments and embarrassments they have had to encounter. | All essential 
_ supplies have been afforded, and neither manufacture nor production 
has so far materially diminished, notwithstanding the invasions and 
barbarous ravages of the enemy in many most important fields of 
operation. The Army has been subsisted, clothed, and provided in 
adequate measure, and there has never been deficiency of transporta- 
tion, munitions, or supplies for all important operations. 
Owing to the absence of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on a 
visit in discharge of his duties to the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
his usual report cannot be submitted. Letters received from him by 
the Department give in the main satisfactory representations of the —— — 
feelings and condition of the Indian nations. From other sources, 
too, intelligence has been received of gallant services which have been 
rendered by their warriors during the present campaign, and there is 
. every reason to believe that at no time has prevailed among the nations 
a stronger feeling of amity and connection with the Confederate States. 
Attention is invited to the accompanying estimates for the six 
months commencing January 1 and ending June 30, 1865, which, 
although large in the existing state of the currency, are not believed 
to exceed the demands of the service. 
After the full exposition made in my last report of the embarrass- 
ments and obstructions experienced from the disordered condition of 
our currency, the impracticability of purchases without impressment, 
and the deficient means of transportation and distribution, it is not 
deemed necessary to repeat them. Attention, however, is specially 
invoked to them, as they continue with increased and increasing 
stringency, and remedial legislation in some important particulars 
is very desirable. The impressment acts require revision andamend- 
ment. There are not sufficient provisions against the removal of 
property after notice of impressment, nor against its concealment 
before or after, nor is the course prescribed in case of the refusal of 
‘the owner to appoint appraisers as contemplated by law. The lawis, 
in brief, without adequate sanctions to insure respect and enforce- 
ment. Special provisions should be made for the impressment of iron 
from railroads. In order to maintain the more important roads, and 
sometimes to construct others demanded by imperious military con- 
siderations, it is absolutely necessary to withdraw from local or branch 
roads their rails and equipments. Although such necessity may be 
manifest and acknowledged by all, it is rare the proprietors of the 
special road whose property is thus sought to be appropriated. are 
prepared to acquiesce in its selection for the sacrifice. Each local 
corporation finds abundant reasons for further delay or special 
exemption in its own case, and on them base justification of refusal 
to sell and the interposition of all possible legal obstructions to 
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seizure by impressment. The machinery of the act is ill adapted to — 
‘the settlement of the questions that arise on such impressment, and © 
pretexts are readily found by the corporation for obtaining injunc- 
tions and suspending all action on the proverbially tedious proceed- 
ings of a suit in chancery. Local influences combine, too, to thwart 
and delay action, and more than once the gravest consequences to the 
Confederacy have been risked by inability, at the juncture, to over- 
come such impediments and command the required rails. The impress- 
ment of slaves, too, should be regulated so as to secure uniformity in 
‘collection and to relieve the authorities from dependence on the State 
agencies. These agencies do not generally operate with promptitude 
and efficiency, and sometimes prove frustrative or abortive. 

Appointments have been made under the act of Congress approved 
June 14, 1864, ‘‘ providing for the establishment and payment of 
claims for a certain description of property taken or informally 
impressed for the use of the Army.” In many instances the agents 
selected have refused to accept, and it has been impracticable to 
secure others competent, in consequence of the wholly inadequate 
compensation offered, which will pay a fraction only of the expenses 
to be actually incurred. It is not probable the law can be executed 
by the period prescribed, the lst of January next, and it should be 
continued with a more equitable remuneration to the agents. 

During the last year a few persons have gone to the United States 
without permission from the Confederate authorities. Some of these 
have no design hostile to the Confederacy, but others leave as inform- 
ers and as enemies. In some cases the act is treasonable, in others 


more venial. A law is necessary to punish the cases which do not | 


amount to treason under existing laws. 

An appropriation was made in February last for the payment for 
loss of slaves who have been impressed by the Confederate authori- 
ties or under State laws for the use of the Confederate Government, 
and while engaged in laboring on the public defenses have escaped to 
the enemy, or died, or contracted diseases which have after their dis- 
charge resulted fatally. The act of Congress did not provide for the 
mode of ascertaining these losses and for the withdrawal of the money 
from the Treasury. Besides the slaves impressed, there is a class of 
slaves who were received by contract and others under the act of 
Congress of the 17th February last, by the consent of the owner, 
upon the condition that the Confederate Government should indem- 
nify for loss in cases similar to those mentioned in the appropria- 
tion bill above quoted. I recommend that an act be passed for the 
adjustment of all these claims, and that the mode of adjustment 
be prescribed. 

In view of the more numérous uses to which negroes are being put, 
in connection with our armies, as well as of the proposition already 
considered of employing them as troops, it seems not inappropriate to 
examine the legislation and policy of our enemies in reference to the - 
recruitment of their armies from the same race, and especially from 
our negro slaves. In July, 1862, the Congress of the United States 
passed their act “‘to suppress insurrection, to punish treason and 
rebellion, to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, and for other 
purposes.” ‘The traitors under this act are all those concerned in the 
war between the United States and the Confederate States. The per- 
sons attainted, and whose property was confiscated, are those who 
held any office of honor, or trust, or agency under the Confederate 
Government, or any of the States, or in any municipality, or who may 


the United States. The liberation of their slaves wa =e 
onsequence of their conviction, and the slaves of all such per- | 
é ho might escape or desert, or might be captured, or who might 
1 within the places occupied by the arms of the United States, 
, by the act of Congress, liberated. The President was author- 
d “to employ as many persons of African descent as he might 
_ deem necessary and proper for the suppression of the rebellion, and 
_ to organize and use them as he judged best for the public welfare.” 
This act of Congress was followed by the proclamations of the Presi- 
dent of the United States of the 22d September, 1862, and of the 1st 
- of January, 1863, in the last of which he ordered and declared that 
“‘all persons held as slaves in designated States and parts of States 
are, and henceforward should be, free,” and ‘‘ that the Executive 
Gevernment of the United States, including the military and naval 
authorities, will recognize and maintain their freedom.” The enlist- 
ment of a large number of slaves within the Confederate States into — 
the military service of the United States followed upon these acts. 
It was justly regarded by the Confederate Government as a departure 
from the usages of nations and an abandonment of the rules of civil- 
ized warfare. In the better times of the United States their Execu- 
tive Government had stigmatized conduct similar, but far more venial, 
‘“‘as a warfare disclaiming all moral influence, and inflicting an out- 
rage upon social order, and giving a shock to the very elements of 
humanity.”  ‘‘All belligerent nations,” it declared, ‘‘can form 
alliances with the savage, the African, and the bloodhound; but what 
civilized nation has selected these auxiliaries in its hostilities?” 
_ If there were any legal proposition that had the unanimous con- 
sent of that people it was that the Federal Government had no power 
to abolish slavery in any of the States. The proclamation of their 
President does not proceed from any authority derived from the Con- 
stitution, but upon the assumed power to extend martial law over the 
territory of the United States and the Confederate States. And the 
usurpation even extends beyond this, for martial law has reference 
to military operations and military relations. Its authority is tempo- 
-rary and abnormal, and deals with the events of a season; but this 
is an imperial edict, determining arbitrarily upon civil, social, and 
domestic institutions and relations for all time. For a term subse- 
quent to the independence of the United States negro slavery was 
recognized among all the United States as a valid relation, and its 
commercial population participated in the profits of the African slave 
trade, under the laws of the Union, within the present century. The 
ratio upon which representation in one branch of their Congress and 
direct taxes are apportioned is adjusted upon a recognition of the 
existence of a race of bondsmen within the limits of the Union. 
Their highest judicial tribunal has determined that slavery and the 
slave trade are not contrary to the law of nations, and that the vol- 
untary removal of slaves by a master to a State where slavery does 
not exist does not prevent the renewal of the relation between mas- 
ter and slave upon their return to the State of their origin or domicile. 
The diplomatic correspondence and the solemn treaties of the United 
States show reclamations for escaping slaves, abducted in time of war 
and peace, and the recognition of those claims by a foreign power, 
and the payment of indemnity for the use of the masters to the Fed- 
eral Government. At this time the Constitution of the United States 
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contains a stipulation for the return of slaves escaping to one State 
from their owner in another State upon his claim. The principle that 
a slave withdrawn from his master in war or peace, by desertion, cap- 
ture, or other act not sanctioned by the law of the State, or the will 
of the master, does not change his condition within the State to which 
he belongs, or prevent the right of the master from attaching upon 
his recapture, is not an exceptional or limited one. The munici- 
pal laws of one State have no more authority nor recognition within 
the limits of another than it is compatible with the laws or policy of 
that State to allow. And it would be contrary to the universal usage 
and practice of nations for one nation to permit another, and that 
other an enemy, to abrogate, impair, or modify relations between 
classes or individuals of her population, in time of war, by any change 
in their resistance, forced or voluntary. The principle of the jus post 
liminium in regard to persons such as slaves, serfs, villains, deserters, 
or other persons to whom it is in any wise applicable has been uni- 
formly applied on the continent of Europe, and as to slaves was the 
law of Athens and of Rome, and from their jurisprudence has passed 
into the laws of European nations. 

The enlistment of slaves as a part of the Army of the United States 
had but a single object. The act of Congress and proclamations which 
authorized it were formed to destroy political government and civil 
society in the Confederate States. By declaring all officers and agents 
of Confederate, State, and municipal governments to be outlaws, 
ineapable of holding or transferring property, and subject to igno- 
minious banishment, and declaring slaves to be emancipated and 
suitable for service in their armies, they sought an entire overthrow 
of their social order, and determined this should be a war of massa- 
eres and confusions, and not the highest trial of right between the 
peoples. It had become a principle among Christian sovereigns that, 
however they might prosecute their quarrels and debates by arms and 
acts of hostility, and though they might seek the ruin and overthrow 
of the forces of the State, yet they would so direct their passions as to 
preserve the life and good name of each other. But from the begin- 
ning our enemy has prosecuted the war with murderous design to take 
the life and to destroy the fame of the peoples of the Confederate States. 
The crimes which determined the colonies to separate from Great 
Britain and to denounce her King as a tyrant unworthy to rule a free 
people are those which have been committed against us, under cir- 
cumstances of tenfold atrocity in the existing war by our enemy. 
‘tle has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, 
and destroyed the lives of our people. He is at this time transport- 
ing large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the work of death 
and desolation and tyranny already begun, with circumstances of 
cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages. 
He has excited domestic insurrection among us.” Private property 
is wantonly destroyed; female honor outraged; whole districts of 
unarmed and unresisting population are ravaged and laid waste; old 
men, helpless women, weak and feeble children, the infirm and super- 
annuated slave population have been exposed to starvation and mis- 
ery by the systematic, cruel, and persevering effort to destroy the food 
and raiment of an entire people. A war conducted on such princi- 
ples, with such objects and by such alliances, involved, necessarily, 
the abandonment of all laws, usages, conventions, mitigating influ- 
ences, or humanizing considerations and restraints. The enemy who 
adopts such a system proclaims in advance his desire, as well as his 
design, that the war shall become one for mutual extermination. In 
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JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


ESTIMATES. 


.. CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ae Richmond, October 8, 1864, 


IT estimate that there will be required for the incidental and con- 


 tingent expenses of the Army during the six months commencing 
January 1, 1865, and ending June 30, ‘1865, the sum of $250,000. 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Estimate for the War Department and its bureaus for the half year 
ending June 30, 1865, 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

There are at present employed 260 clerks, but in consequence of 
the rapid increase of the business of the Government I would suggest 
that an appropriation be asked for the payment of at least 300. 
These, with the Secretary of War, Assistant Secretary, chief of 


bureau, disbursing clerk, and five messengers, will require, at the — 
; present rates paid, under ‘the head of “Compensation of Secretary of 


War, Assistant Secretary, chief of bureau, clerks, messengers,” &e., 
$615, 750. 

Under the present high charges I must suggest that the contingent 
fund be increased, viz, “for incidental and contingent expenses of the 
War Department, $175,000. 

Respectfully submitted. 

ALFRED CHAPMAN, 
Disbursing Clerk, War Department. 


Approved. : 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
Estimate for funds. 
Time estimated for. For what purpose. Amount. 
Stationery of all kinds | $15, noe 
208bA ZO 2 eae ose | , OVO 
Six months commencing the Ist day of Jan- Telographing i tages 8) 000 
uary and ending 30th day of June, 1865. |] Carpenter's So arie. 6.500 
For the fiscal YC BED temo aeer tecture act THAR RN TELS 5.405 2 ~ ey a Ee ee eer ee 3, 500 
For the use of the Adjutant and Inspector Watchmen’s salary : 2) 000 
General’s Department, C. 5. Army. PRE panOrs 25.2. een sae Foose 5, 000 
Incidental and miscellaneous expenses .--.-- | 5, 000 
Thi thes aa eee Aah aetea: Comadoritopeccus abl sda Ace ae see ee eee ee ea 52, 000 


or 
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I certify on honor that the above estimate is correct and just, and 
that the funds are required to meet the contingent expenses of this 
office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 2 

e 2 S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
September 29, 1864. ; 


Approved. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


A. 


Estimate of the amount required by the Quartermaster’s™ Department for dis- 
bursement for the public service of that department for six months, commenc- 
ing January 1 and ending June 30, 1865. 


REGULAR SUPPLIES. 


First. Forthe regular supplies of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
consisting of fuel for the officers, enlisted men, guard, hospital 
store-houses, and officers ; of forage in kind for the horses, mules, 
and oxen of the Quartermaster’s Department at the several 
posts and stations and with the armies in the field, and for the 
authorized number of officers’ horses, horses for the several 
corps of artillery, including bedding for the animals; of straw 
for soldiers’ bedding, and of stationery, including blank books 
for the Quartermaster’s Department, certificates for discharged 
soldiers, blank forms for the Pay and Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ments, and for printing of division and department orders and 


reports 
HOLA 2 On Son Se eee _....--.-- $44, 649, 720. 00 
Buel ee eee ae eee 7, 272, 115.00 
Straw 2.202 ss ee eee eee es 2, 742, 292.00 
SballONeLry sso = ae eee oe See 1, 725, 900. 00 


—— $56, 390, 027. 00 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


For the incidental expenses of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
consisting of postage on letters and packages received and sent 
by officers of the Army on public service; expenses of courts- 
martial and courts of inquiry, including the additional compen- 
sation of judge-advocates, recorders, members, and witnesses, 
while on that service, under the act March 16, 1862; extra pay to 
soldiers employed under the direction of the Quartermaster’s 
Department in the erection of barracks, quarters, store-houses, 
and hospitals; in the construction of roads and other constant 
labor for periods of not less than ten days, under the acts of 
August 4, 1854, and May 1, 1863, including those employed at 
division and department headquarters ; expenses of expresses to 
and from the frontier posts and stations and armies in the field, 
of escorts to paymasters and other disbursing officers, and to 
trains where military escorts cannot be furnished ; expenses of 
the interment of officers killed in battle or who may die when 
on duty in the field, or at the posts on the frontiers, or at other 
posts and places when ordered by the Secretary of War, and of 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers; authorized office furni- 
ture, hire of laborers in the Quartermaster’s Department, 
including the hire of interpreters and guides for the Army; 
compensation to clerks of officers of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment; compensation of wagon and forage masters; for the 
apprehension of deserters and expenses incident to their pursuit ; 
the purchase of traveling forges, blacksmiths’ and shoeing tools, 
horse and mule shoes, and nails, iron and steel for shoeing, hire 
o1 veterinary surgeons, medicines for horses and mules, picket 
ropes, and for shoeing the horses of the corps named ._ . _... 8, 218, 160. 00 


TRANSPORTATION OF TROOPS AND SUPPLIES. 


‘or transportation of the Army, including the baggage of the 
Troops, when moying either by land or water; of clothing and 
camp and garrison equipage from the several depots to 
he troops in the field; of horse equipments and subsist- 
ence from the places of purchase and from the places of 
delivery under contracts to such places as the circumstances 
of the service may require them to be sent; of ordnance stores 
_and small-arms from the foundries and armories to the arsenals, 
fortifications, frontier posts, and army depots; freights, wharf- 
age, tolls, and ferriages; the purchase and hire of horses, 
mules, and oxen, and the purchase and repair of wagons, carts, 
and drays, and of ships and other sea-going vessels, and boats 
3 required for the transportation of supplies and for garrison 
oe purposes; for drayage and cartage at the several posts, hire of 
a teamsters, transportation of funds for the Pay and other dis- 
bursing departments, the expense of sailing public transports on 
x the various rivers, and for procuring water at such posts as, 
-. from their situation, require it to be brought from a distance, 
and for clearing roads, harbors, and rivers to the extent which 

may be required for the actual operations of the troops-_-_- -_-- 


BARRACKS AND QUARTERS. 


For hire or commutation of quarters for officers on military duty; 
hire of quarters for the troops, of store-houses for the safe- 
keeping of military goods, of grounds for summer cantonments 
and for temporary frontier stations; rents and repairs of 
wharves for hutting troops, and for repairing, altering, and 
enlarging buildings at the established posts, and for the pur- 

S Cliase.OL Materials HOLelO tae ee ees 


ee 


CLOTHING AND CAMP AND GARRISON EQUIPAGE. 


For the purchase of the necessary materials for clothing and camp 
and garrison equipage, and for pay for labor, &c., necessary 
FORMertTADrICAaplomOL the same= =. esses caso 


PROPERTY IMPRESSED. 


To pay for property impressed into the service of the Confederate 
States under appraisement, and said property having either 
been lost or applied to the public service----------.----------- 


HORSES KILLED. 


To pay for horses of volunteers killed in battle, under act No. 48, 
section 7,and for which provision is to be made...-...--.._--- 


PRISONERS OF WAR. 


Hire of prisons for the safe-keeping of prisoners of war, offices, 
SR Bangs BLS TOUT NIE ese ll 5 I pe Eee peer ra rE 


TAX IN KIND. 


For the hire of clerks, agents, teamsters, laborers and employés, 
rent of offices and store-houses, purchase of material, labor for 
building store-houses, incidental expenses required in collect- 
inetand-recelvine the tax MekiMd eters ee ios = 


62, 067,483.33 


8, 768, 000. 00 


42, 622,974.00 


1, 000, 000. 00 
2, 000, 000. 00 


500, 000. 00 


4, 125, 800. 00 


186, 186, 944.3 


Secretary of War. 7 


B. 


=a Gieiimate of th the amount required to pay the Army of the ia met States for 
months, from the 1st of January to the 30th of Stine, 1865. 


ONE CORPS OF ARTILLERY. 


1 Prec, $210 per month {ie LS a eee $210 
2 lieutenant-colonels, Piss per monthe™ = te ee 3870 ; 
12 majors, $162 per HOMGh es < Sate ee ere tie Se 1,944 Be’ - 
20 captains. ol40nver ion pias nets Sep eee. oes 5, 600 oe 
80 first lieutenants, $100 per month_-----.-__- <a ee 8,000 —s 
40 second lieutenants, $90 per samonth 2S ee ae eee 3, 600 
4 assistant quartermasters, $140 perinonth.—..-2ss.cn ee 560 : 
4 assistant commissaries, $140 per month_____. ___-- se 560 ee 
AWSILESOONSs ls, OT LOTR ICS neers eee eee ee 648 a: a 
8 assistant surgeons, $110 per month ___._.._-..----_--___--- 880 a 
40 first sergeants, $27 per month _____._______-_.___-__.-..-- 1, 080 ; 
160 sergeants, $24 peramonth: 9222022) 2 asses ee ee 3, 840 ] 
60! corporals, $20 per monthe ss > ee 8, 200 ; 
S0:buglers, $20 per:month. "2-2-5 sea ee 1, 600 ¥ 
AQ tarriers, $20 per month! 52s... 22. sea-e ene eee 800 
a0iblacksmiths. $20 per month 222222222). 2 esses eee 800 
Bad0sprivates, $19 -permonth, - 2.2 2. ee foe ae eee eee 65, 360 
4 quartermaster-sergeants, $28 per month_______- me Stores oe 112 
4 sergeant-majors, $28 per month ___._._.... ._..__._-_--.--- 112 
4 chiet buglerss peo; per anon ties se ee ee 112 
adjutants, $1 LOsperamom thes. sss ee ees ees ees 440 

Pay for onemonth’<---. 26) 99, 828 

One corps for sixomouths sess ee _ 598, 968 

Six COrps LOnisix MOT NS = see eee yeaa eee $3, 593, 808 

ONE REGIMENT OF CAVALRY. 

lgcolonel. $210: per month -, ee =e eee $210 
1 lieutenant-colonel, $185 per month: Page oS. ae he oe ee $85 
1 major, $162 per month.2:..c. 162 
10 captains, $140 per month. 245 ee 1, 400 > 
10 first lieutenants, $100 per month __.--______//1/1.._______. 1, 000 
20 second lieutenants, $90: per sn ont hee ae ee 1, 800 
1 surgeon, $162 per month onsets a eee ee 162 
2 assistant surgeons, $110 per month_.______ eA AA hn i a 220 
TOMES hseEtcANLS; 627 per month —- <2. saya One ~ 270 
A0isergeamisnacs per month. \-_- 5.25. Sauer 960 
40\corporaisms20sper month... », =. 2 2ate Ss eee 2 800 
20 buglexey sapermonth _.....-_.__ ee eon 400 
10 farriers; $20per month. 2... .._.....2 2. eee ee 200 
10 blacksmiths, scOspersmonth..-.- 52...) 55 ee 200 


Se a ee ee rns 


POCreMONt Messe 2 on a 
LINULé:NI?) SYeNios a0) 0 Fl ee ae 


eutenant-colonel, $170 per month 


OMESVOUMOLIMONGH 2) eee ee Sh ee See ot 
Medien ataomperm Month: 2. .0.6- --.s2.se.e tee eee 1, 300 
ushleutenants, $90 per month ./.225222 22252).2. deges 900 
second lieutenants, $80 per month ________._..___.____.__. 1, 600 
Becurseon, ol62 per month _. 222.2222 ee aoe ole 162 
2 assistant surgeons, $110 per month ___:__.._.____._..____-- 220 
1 assistant quartermaster, $140 per month...______._____.._. 140 
1 assistant commissary, $140 per month__.__.. __..._..____- 140 
MAC VUcAnG. plOO per montne ss: soc ele Settee es eee eee 100 
meet sergeant-major, $28 per month -_.......-..:.-------.------ 28 
_ 1 quartermaster-sergeant, $28 per month.____-_-__.--_....-- 28 
igprinerpall musician, $28 per month _.._.-.---...--..------- 28 
mio ars sergeants, $24 per month .2._...-=_- 22.22.22 2222-21 240 
avierveants, $24 per month=- .-.-2..-.-..+--2-2--2--..2----- 960 
PCOLpOrals wooo Per month: 5. <1) ge™ Fe. esa lee 800 
AU MESICIANS LO perwmonth 229s -~ SiO ee ose esse. Lege 380 
BOO Unprivaces, bio per month oo. 32. 222.2. Le sce 22 onde ei eect 10, 800 
HeeneIone DOO per MONt hes. saree eee es le 90 
Pa Victor ONerIN OLE Leserem teas meet ea oe teammate ee hte Heat 18, 461 
IP AVELOT SIXT OD LLSt ee See ere eae oe eee See 110, 766 
Miesy (or six months, 647 regiments... 22. 2-2 <<. 2 -= 22-22 +=. 

FIELD AND STAFF, 
Diireenerals, $500 per month=__2_....2..-.--.------- Ane chee $100, 000 
400 aides-de-camp, $135 per month ___--.-..--..------.------ 54, 00U 
163 brigade quartermasters, $162 per month..__- ..._-.__--. 26, 406 
159 brigade commissaries, $162 per month..-.-._.....-. ree 20 F108 
HNQehaplaims, o30, pemmon tN assess === 2 sc. oss o2n- 222 2c 40, 000 
TS CHOU, SRW geet ena A ee ee ee eee ae 6, 570 
eave Omone montvheee. 222s. - - cick eae acy sitet neses telelhveres > 252, 734 
TDN Bibi MOMS) oe aS ais oe Soos ae ae eee Asa eee 
SIGNAL CORPS. 

SIMBA ea] (Yah 10 (0) TOO TINO OT Uhre ae eee ere $150 
HOlcaprains. p130 per MOnth= 22s s22- 9-2 e a eee 1,300 
A Est Leutenantis. o90sper month _ 22.2222 - een oe 900 
10 second lieutenants, $80 per month.--..------------------- 800 
PES OT Cz tne gees JO Ola TIN OT) CN tee ee 720 
IPE Ry IOI? GAG NO IYO ae eee ne Cee 3, 870 


Pay. for-six months ._...----- -2. 2 Ssee-esce t= 5---------------- 


60, 589, 002 


1,516, 404 


Se "PAY OF OFFICERS IN RICHMOND. 
vy of officers on duty in the office of the Adjutant and Inspector G 


= 


ral's Department, Quartermaster - General’s, Medi Engineer, — 
Ordnance, and Subsistence Departments in Richmond... ._.---.--_ 


FORM OF APPROPRIATION. 


: = Pay of officers and privates of the Army, volunteers, militia, See 


A. R. LAWTON, ‘ 

Quartermaster-General. 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, ee Sis a 
Richmond, Va., October 10, 1864. aS 


Estimate of funds required for the purchase of subsistence stores and commissa 
property for six months ending June 30, 1865. : 


For rations for 400,000 men for 181 days, at $2.02375 per ration _____- $146, 519, 500 

For six rations tobacco each for 400,000 men, at $2.._.____________- 4, 800, 000 
151,319, 500 

There will be furnished from the tax in kind, subsistence worth, 


SAY... Seas See no ean SSS ee 31,319, 500 


120,000, 000 

Balance estimated to credit of the appropriation on January 1, 1865__ - 70,000,000 
: 50, 000, 000 

Amount actually required to be appropriated by Congress, 


$50,000,000. : 
The balance ($70,000,000) is caused by the fact that this Bureau 

has been unable to obtain for. the Army the full ration estimated for. 
Respectfully submitted. 


L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE DEPT., 
Richmond, Va., October 4, 1864. 
Approved. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Beet veal POMOMUMSHG] oy. oe acces renemnnrem 
2 Wood Celts per POUNG 2.222... e esc 

#oper-bushel 00 ss.22. sc sacc ses 

ELBONP ee DUSHOL so. ncheaiscesemnsesse en 


-| 80 cents per pound. . 
-| $5 per pound..-..... 
---| $3 per pound......-. 


$3 per pound..... eer 
Secale eee 25 pounds....... ., 75 cents per pound 
Did Pern ASPUIST soos aes a lO POL PALLON cn cee cn. scte sacs ees 


wees 


$2.50 per gallon .......c..... aases ze 
$3 Per POUNGvecas ecr eae eeee ee 
Si per pound =. ssa. est ac ee ere 


wee.) 202, 37h 


For purchase of medical and hospital supplies : 
pledicimeés’ =. 222 StS Ea ee eee $8, 000, 000 

PR SUEUIMOMUG A. oot os he otis - cee? a eee ee 200, 000 

Books for hospital and regimental records ___________ 100, 000 


PERO S99 Ota ee eee ee ne 2, 000, 000 
Furniture, dressings, &c _____---_. --- eee ee eee 2, 000, 000 


_ For purchase of hospital clothing required by act of Congress approved 
September 27, 1862, entitled ‘‘ An act to better provide for the sick 
and wounded in the Army in hospitals”__...._._.--.--------- —— 
_ For purchase of 312,000 gallons alcoholic stimulants required for 
Medical Department, for medical and hospital purposes, for an army 
ONE SOU IS 5 ee a ere 


_ For pay of nurses and cooks not enlisted or volunteer _---_..--.... -- 
Seer Or pay Ol hospital stewards. _-.2.2---. ---.--. <2. -2---- 20-25 222t 
_ For pay of matrons, assistant matrons, and ward matrons ..... -.--- 


orspa yoo. ward=masters 25--= 2-2. jc. ca-2 -25- see ee Sees i 


4 Hatpay or hospital laundresses <—.-.- 2. 222452 S262 Se oes ae eee 


' te for funds required for the Medical Department, C. S. Army, for the = 
_ period of six months, commencing January 1, 1865, and ending June 80,1865, 


Bebiein iio eS UOLGS eso See ee ee eee 2,000,000 - 


$14, 300, 000 
500, 000 


4,000, 000 
100, 000 
250, 000 
350, 000 
100, 000 
350, 000 
200, 000 
150, 000 


20, 300, 000 


S. P. MOORE, 


Surgeon-General C. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


S. Army. 


Richmond, Va. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Approved. 


Estimate of funds required by the Ordnance Department, C. S. Army, from 


January 1, 1865, to June 30, 1865. 


‘For ordnance service in all its branches, $30,000,000, namely : 
For service at arsenals, armories, and depots -.--.--..- --.----.- 
For purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores abroad-.-...--.-. 
For purchase of ordnance and ordnance stores in the Confed- 


$15, 000, 000 
5, 000, 000 


SIRT ee St SS Se tae A SO Oye Siar Seen ae 5, 000, 000 
For service of the Trans-Mississippi Department------..--.-.--- 5, 000, 000 
30, 000, 000 

J. GORGAS, 


Colonel and Chief of Ordnance. 


Approved. 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


. “of the eaveranene ne to ees ro necessary m) 
~ and other supplies.” 


wv - Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


THOS. L. oa 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, in Charge of Cotton and Pores Supp 


Approved. 


JAMES bs SEDDON, 
Secretary of Var. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., October 27, Hifi: o 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, <a 

Secretary or ivars. 4 

Sir: I respectfully request that the following may be inserted afters 
the word “laws,” in the estimate for loss of slaves, submitted by this — 
office, ‘‘or voluntarily sent to the» Confederate authorities, and 


accepted by them, without other special contract,” which estimate — 
will then read as follows: 


Estimate for loss of slaves wl ich have been impressed by Confederate 
authorities, or under State laws, or voluntarily sent to the Confed- 
erate authorities, and accepted by them, without other special con- 
tract, for the use ‘of the Confederate Government, and while engaged 
in laboring on the public defenses or other public works have 


escaped to the enemy, or died, or contracted diseases which have, 
after their discharge, resulted ‘fatally 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


: ie GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Bureau. 


i 


Se © 


Approved. 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


ENGINEER BUREAU, September 30, 1864. 


Estimate for engineer service in all its branches, including the 
collection and distribution of railroad iron, for ‘the six months . 
commencing January 1 and ending June 30, 1865.5." ee eel $10, 000, 000 


J. F. GILMER, 

Major-General and Chief Engineer Bureau. 
Approved. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War. 


e of rate | 
> engaged in aboring on the public datented 
died, or contracted diseases which | 


1 Palschoree, resulted fatally OSS, ip be $1,500, 000. 


J. F. GILMER, 
| Major-General and Chief Engineer Bureau. 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


te of funds required for niter and mining service iver six months, 
: commencing January 1 and nated June 30, 1865. 


NN ef ai 65,13 SAS Hee a ee ee $2, 500, 000 
1 agg cast famerrolled..  ._.-. 2: pee DS et Spe 222 alee og oS nets A et 6, 500, 000 
MNES ee kT 2 ete See begs AS Ce ees 1,700, 000 
Meee er uEte Paes SAEs ed Re eS 1,300, 000 
ler metals _____.-- Ase eae Se pee ees 2 ho ae eee ee ee ee SS 500, 000 
BLOG DIELOCUITOU. 22 26a | ant te ee ne eee ete ea ten aes Seen 12, 500, 000 


- Respectfully submitted. 
I. M. ST. JOHN, 
Colonel and Chief Bureau. 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


_ Approved. 


Approximate estimate of the expenses of conscription and of the eet and return 

‘ of deserters and absentees and all the services assigned to the Bureau of Con- 

scription, including pay of officers, supporting forces, mileage, postage, station- 

ery, telegrams, office rents, fuel, and extraordinary and contingent expenses, in 

_ the States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, “Alabama, 

Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Florida, and East Louisiana for six months, 
commencing January 7. 1865, and ending June 80, 1866. 


rnerate seis Fy bse. esse herd $257, 828 
Piomian@arolina. =~ <2. _Seas=~.6ss 22+ =k eye Se Re ee ee ree 825, 365 
rT Me@ LON a aeaee eee en Ne ee ace On te Haw ac tp oe tae 197, 828 
RC OuOl Nee eee hse es Fe ca ba Ste ees Soe 408, 446 
J MEV SETTT GNSS a5 eet eee Been eeee trees es 2 At EP ee ye ee ae 408, 440 
LWUSSISREI VO 2. joes ee beers. 5 See Se ee aoe a nS ee at 408, 440 
MOVIRNCRESS SAE Eee ade oe = See a a ae eae eee 100, 000 
VQery@y .... ooo 2 ses SES CSRS SSE SE eee rte Se rss 100, 000 
DIIGO. 2 53 che Gane e ad Oe eee s oe SRO See eee - 100,000 
vege [La Gee ASU ET DG a ena ee Be to Nena 75, 000 
paren ot @onscription at Richmond, Va -2-------.--.-----.--...-2--- 44,772 

CS per lO) ENE ee ee ee ee Peete Sere Ecc cise oe 2, 426, 114 


JOHN 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


Approved. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


730 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 4 
Richmond, November 3, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, 

Assistant Secrelary of War: a 
Sir: At your suggestion I have collected all the matter concerning ~ 
General Orders, No. 73, and have endeavored to organize the views — 
of the President in the form of a general order. The effort to pare 
and patch No. 73 into administrative shape will only serve to confuse 
and retard the public service and carry us farther away from the 
Executive idea. The simplest form I can give the expression of that 
idea is, that the reserve forces are to be used to aid and enforce but 
not to direct or control conscription. To aid and enforce efficiently 
requires the right of supervision of inspection and report thereon. 
For efficient supervision and inspection, officers under the immediate 
orders of the chiet of reserves are necessary.: To avoid giving the 
direction and control of conscription to the chief of reserves and retain 
them in the Bureau of Conscription, it is necessary that the matter 
to be investigated, the mode of investigation, and the decision of the 
cases should be exclusively with the Bureau. The matter is indicated 
by law, the mode is the conscript organization heretofore instituted, 
and the instructions for its operations and the decision is to be made 
by the chief of that organization under the Secretary of War. Now, 
for this investigation and furnishing the means for decision, it is nec- 
essary that the agencies should be officers immediately and exelu- 
sively under the orders of the chief as representing the Secretary. I 
have endeavored to cover all this and give administrative expression 
to it in the form of a general order. I believe that form covers the 
President’s purpose, and if adopted I am confident it can be exe- 

cuted promptly and with the best results to the public service. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 5. PRESTON, 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


({Inclosure. ] 


SKETCH OF CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
GENERAL ORDERS, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. —. Riehmond, Va., ——> 1864. 


I. Paragraphs I, H, IIT, and IV, of General Orders, No. 73, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, current series, are hereby revoked. 

II. Generals commanding reserves will hereafter supervise the 
conduct and proceedings of officers employed in the enrolling service 
in their respective States, and report the same through the Bureau of 
Conscription to the Secretary of War. 

III. The office of Congressional district enrolling officer is abol- 
ished, and generals commanding reserves will assign to duty in each 
Congressional district an officer of the reserve force as inspector of 
conscription. Communications from local or county enrolling officers 
will be transmitted direct to the commandant of conscripts and by 
him to the Bureau of Conscription if the action of the Bureau is 
deemed necessary under regulations for decision of the matter. 

IV. Generals commanding reserves will maintain a system of rigid 
inspection in the matter of conscription and report through the Bureau 
of Conscription to the Secretary of War. 

V. Generals commanding reserves are especially charged with the 
arrest and return of all deserters and absentees from the Army, and 


oon as practicable all officers and men now employed in’ 
g service, whether as enrolling officers, conscript guards, 
therwise, except such as are retired or assigned to light 
he medical boards, will be relieved by details from the reserve 
d sent to the field. Generals of reserves will make such 
upon the application of commandants of conscripts. 

All applications for the exemption or detail of men not actu- 
ly assigned to active service, embraced in the act of February 14, 
, ‘‘to organize forces for the war,” or applications concerning any 
1atter relating to conscription which by General Orders, No. 20, 
2zurrent series, have been charged upon the Bureau of Conscription, 
will be transmitted by commandants of conscripts to the Bureau of 
Conscription for final decision under instructions from the Secretary | 
War. Generals commanding reserves have no authority to act 
nm questions of exemptions under the law, or of the detail of 
nassigned persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, or 
of the detail of persons between the ages of seventeen and eighteen, 
and of forty-five and fifty years, who have not been incorporated with 
companies of reserves as actual members thereof. Duplicates of the 
eturns made by the commandants of conscripts to the Bureau of 
Conscription will also be furnished by them to the generals of 
reserves. 

VIII. Paragraph III, of General Orders, No. 81, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, current series, is amended so as to read as 
follows: 

The details of such men, called out by General Orders, No. 77, 
-eurrent series, as are found to be unfit for the field service by the 
proper medical boards may be revived, and similar details may be 
granted to light-duty men not heretofore detailed by the Bureau of 
Conscription. 


. 


a 


a 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
& Richmond, November 4, 1864. 
Col. L. B. NoRTHROP; 

Commissary General of Subsistence : 

Sir: On the 18th of October I addressed you a report on the matter 
of obtaining supplies from abroad. The cause of that report was a 
proposition contained in a letter of Maj. 8. B. French on the propriety 
and importance of extending, so far as your Bureau was concerned, 
a contract with Messrs. Power, Low & Co. for bringing supplies from 
the islands to the port of Wilmington, which proposition you referred 
to me. In that report of October 18 I stated, on the authority of 
papers in the office, that we had then only meat rations for 300,000 
men (which was about the number we were feeding) for twenty-five 
days. I also stated, on the authority of a letter from Major French 
to you, dated September 15, that ‘‘our supply of meat must come 
from abroad if it be got at all,” and that there was meat at the islands 
in the hands of Messrs. Crenshaw, contractors, and also a certain 
unascertained amount in the hands of Messrs. Power, Low & Co., 
these being the only two parties from whom any meat could be expected 
so far as I knew. I further showed by a letter and report of Maj. 


S. V. Reid that in the moon from August 24 to Se 
five vessels out of seventeen had brought any subsisten 
armies, of which Messrs. Power, Low & Co. owned three, the 
being Messrs. Crenshaw’s, and the fifth, as it turns out, running 
Halifax with the option of fish or ballast. : 

For these returns and other matters of argument set forth in the 
report I recommended that the contract with Messrs. Power, Low & Co. 
be extended, they having pledged themselves to devote one-third to 
one-half weight capacity of certainly five, and probably seven, vessels 
to the service of your department, and having been guaranteed by 
Colonel Bayne as the best, or among the best and most reliable con- 
tractors he had, whether as respects integrity or capacity to fulfill | 
their contract. 

On the same day, along with you, I waited on the Honorable Secre- 
tary of War and submitted the report to him. .He objected to it, but 
referred it to Colonel Bayne. The next day I called on the Secretary 
and he said that he could not agree to the renewal or extension of the 
contract; but on my remarking that Major Bayne had authorized me ~ 
to make or receive other proposals he referred me to him. I then saw — 
Colonel Bayne, who, objecting to any payment in cotton, which had — 
been the stipulation of Power, Low & Co.’s contract, authorized me to — 
invite proposals from those gentlemen and to make any contract I _ 
might please with them, provided it was payable in sterling and not 
in cotton. 

Subsequently, in company with Major French, I met and conversed 
with Colonel Bayne, who again authorized me to make any bargain I 
might please, payable in sterling, stating (and justly) that we knew 
the needs of our department better than he could do, and any con- 
tract we might make would be under our own official responsibility. 
Subsequently he made the remark to you that you might go as high 
as 1,000 per cent. on the cost of the articles. 

Thinking it my duty to exhaust every effort to procure supplies 
from this source, I invited proposals from Messrs. Power, Low & Co., 
who in reply have this day submitted a triple proposition to run five 
or more vessels, as follows: ; 

First. To devote one-third to one-half their weight capacity to sub- 
sistence, the balance to private account, at the rate of 600 per cent. 
on cost and charges (Government paying duties), payable in London 
sterling bills at $4.84 per pound, or in default of that, payment then 
in compressed cotton at 6 pence sterling per pound, on same terms 
as to payment and profit as the late Davis-Fitzhugh and Power 
contracts. 

Second. To devote one-third to one-half weight capacity to sub- 
sistence and balance to quartermaster’s stores, at 350 per cent. cost 
and charges and on same conditions as above. 

Third. To renew the contract of Power, Low & Co., devoting same 
space to subsistence as above, with an engagement under offer first 
and second to take out half cargoes of cotton for Government at 5 
pence sterling per pound. 

I submitted this paper to Colonel Bayne to know if any one of the 
propositions made would meet his sanction, as it would have been 
useless to negotiate them until his assent could have been obtained, 
and urging his immediate attention to it within the next three days, 
as the state of the moon would allow no longer time, and the condi- 
tions of the commissariat made it vital that this moon should be 
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cetfully returned to Colonel Northrop, Commissary-General. I do not 
at either proposition should be accepted. The first is preferable for the 
nment. Under the regulations the Government has the right to load half 
ch vessel with such stores as it may desire to import, and under the instruc- 
mn of the Secretary of War I will direct the loading of any proportion of com- 
missary stores on each vessel that he may indicate. i present I have instructed 
‘Majors Walker and Heyliger to ship a good supply of meat on each vessel, and 
have requested the Commissary-General to supply them with funds to purchase 
meat. To supply our immediate and special demand for meat I would recom- 
‘mend that the Commissary-General fix some definitive price for all pork, beef, = 
bacon, or coffee delivered within a specified time, paying for the same in sterling 
bills of $4.84. ‘ 

The sterling can be provided upon his requisition to pay for all stores deliv- 
ered,” I consider myself instructed by the Secretaries of War and Treasury to 
make no more contracts payable in cotton at Wilmington or Charleston. 

: THOS. L. BAYNE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Bearing in mind that except about 300,000 pounds of meat (that is 
_ to say, about ten days’ supply to Army of Northern Virginia) no more 
has reached port since 18th of October, I beg leave to observe—first, 
that it is ‘‘too late” to direct the loading of any proportion of commis- 
sary stores in each vessel that the Commissary-General may indicate, 
if it is to be done now for the first time, and second, that similar orders 
have been given both at Nassau and Bermuda without bringing in 
anything to the Bureau, though they were given .by the Secretary of 
War more than a year ago and have been repeated at intervals from 
that time to the present. 

It is true that Colonel Bayne requested you to supply Major Walker 
and Mr. Heyliger at Bermuda and Nassau, respectively, with funds 
to make purchases, and they were accordingly supplied—Major Hey- 
- liger with £17,500, who, I understand, reports that he cannot buy meat 

at Nassau, and Major Walker with £10,000, in return for which there 
has been sent three loads of dried codfish. 
The recommendation that the Commissary-General fix some definite 
price on all pork, beef, bacon, or coffee ‘‘ delivered within a specified 
time” cannot be adopted. What comes in must be subject to market © 
rates, for to impress one cargo is to exclude all others of like character. 
But even if otherwise, to purchase imported provisions at market 
rates and impress domestic products by schedule would render it 
more difficult than now, if possible, to draw meat from its hiding 
places. And as with the market undisturbed by the schedule no 
meat has ever been brought in, it cannot be expected that it will 
come at less rates than a blockade-runner is willing to contract for 
beforehand. There is also another quite as serious objection, to be 
stated hereafter. 

Whether this shall be the end of efforts in this direction, or rather 
in all directions, to get meat for our Army, especially the Army of 
Northern Virginia, is for you to say, and I write to ask your instrue- 
tions in that respect. I cannot advise you, if I may have the right or 
be bound in duty to do it, to attempt it on any other basis of profit 
than the propositions of Messrs. Power, Low & Co., because I cannot 
imagine any other that can be accepted by bidders, and no other has 
been offered. 

The expired contract of Power, Low & Co., Iam bound to presume, 
was a fair and judicious contract at the time it was made, and the 
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parties are stated by Colonel Bayne to have executed it fairly and | 
liberally to the Government. That contract was for 50 per cent. — 
profit on cost and charges, with payment in cotton at 6 pence per — 
pound. I think it can be shown that the profits of a successful run — 
under it were about 650 per cent., on which basis the profits onthe _ 
offer of one-half to one-third weight capacity in bacon would require | 
a profit of about 850 per cent. This present offer, then, is 200 percent. | 
less than its value a year ago, though the difficulties of the block- — 

ade have increased immensely, and cotton, owing to causes not 
necessary to state, has not advanced in a compensatory ratio. This 
rate, I am confident, is less than the average of blockaders’ profits on 
successful ventures, and not too great for the risks, according to the 
laws that govern such enterprises. It is not probable, then, that any 
contract can be made by your Bureau on better terms, nor is it reason- 
able to expect it; for the proposition for 650 per cent., which Colonel. 
Bayne thinks the most unfavorable of the series, to all of which he 
objects for relative exorbitancy, will make a less cost than we now 
pay in Confederate currency. This remits you to the plan of getting 
subsistence from abroad, under the regulations to carry into effect the 
act to impose regulations upon the foreign commerce of the Confed- 
erate [Confederacy], to provide for the public defense. But to this 
-plan there are several vital objections. Experience proves that we 
cannot get subsistence in that way. It has been tried and it has failed. 
Since the adoption of these regulations by Mr. Memminger and Mr. 
Seddon, in March last, and their alteration by Mr. Trenholm and Mr. 
Seddon, August 3, nothing has been received, though the Secretary or 
Colonel Bayne has given several orders to have subsistence brought in. 

This Bureau has no agents of its own at any foreign port, and has 
been unable to do anything through the agents of any other bureau 
or department. Responsible for its own funds, the effect of the reg- 
ulations has been to place its money beyond its control in the hands 
of agents, who, from whatever cause, have hitherto failed to show any 
results of the expenditure. Were it otherwise, the vessels would not 
run under the regulations—certainly not in time to feed an army of 
the size of General Lee’s, with only eighteen days’ supply of meat on 
hand and living from hand to mouth. Very few vessels now run 
under the regulations. From August 19 to September 10 only three 
out of seventeen ran in under the regulations; in the last moon only 
Six in nineteen came in, and of these last none brought in subsist- 
ence. Why they have not done so I have explained in my report of 
October 18. 

If the Army is to be kept up to its present numbers, it will require 
at full rations 81,000,000 pounds of meat. Of this a very large part 
must come from abroad, and much of it, of necessity and in common 
prudence, is wanted instantly. The proposition of Power, Low & Co. 
presents the best, and, so far.as I know, the only plan of an immediate 
supply, whilst the regulations offer nothing in the present, or, if we 
can judge by the past, in the future. 

It cannot have escaped you that the foothold the enemy has 
lately gained in North Carolina by the recapture of Plymouth will 
necessarily limit the area from which we now draw a very considera- 
ble proportion of our supplies; and if Plymouth be made the base of 
military movements or occupation, it will increase the difficulties 
of working in that region. Of course it will render it more important 
for us to get supplies from abroad. How that can be done I do not 
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
a FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


{Indorsement.] ~ 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
ss : November 9, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War. ; ae 

On the 19th ultimo I made an indorsement on a report urging th 
renewal of the contract of Power, Low & Co., with the object of get- 
g a supply of meat otherwise unattainable. I feel pretty confident 
at, with all the agencies of the Government under its present policy 
_and the efforts of this company superadded, a sufficiency of meat will 
not be obtained. This company has been most faithful in comply- 
ing with its engagements. a 
At the suggestion of Colonel Bayne propositions have been made by 
it. The second is, in my judgment, highly advantageous, and in con- 
nection with my indorsement above referred to, show the importance 
of getting these vessels. I respectfully urge the adoption of proposi- 
tion second. 


4 
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L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
2 Richmond, November 5, 1864. 
_ Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: The act of Congress approved 17th of February, 1864, entitled 
an ‘‘ Act to organize forces to serve during the war,” required for its 
administration a system of conscription substantially, if not radically, 
_ different from that enforced under previous legislation on this sub- 
- ject. <A careful and elaborate analysis of that act, combined with an 
enlightened observation of the necessities and military capabilities of 
‘the country, resulted in the issuing of General Orders, No. 26, Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s Office, March 1, 1864, and of Circular 
No. 8, of this Bureau, Marclr18, 1864. It was believed that the proper 
execution of these orders would insure the just, prompt, and vigorous 
~ administration of the policy and terms of the act of Congress. The 
character and extent of the duties imposed on this Bureau under these 
orders seemed to demand an improvement in the character and num- 
ber of its agencies. Under previous legislation these duties were 
definitely and specifically prescribed by ascertained and understood 
limitations and responsibilities. By this act the whole execution of 
the military policy of the Congress and the decision of the vast matter 
of the ‘‘public necessities” was confined almost exclusively to the 
authorities of conscription acting under your immediate instruction, 
and constituting for that purpose a department of your office. To 
your discretion the Congress confided this matter, declaring itself 
incompetent to determine the mode of its administration, or, at least, 
that you and your officers could best adjust that mode; and yet, very 
strangely, you were restricted in the selection of those officers to 
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classes notoriously unapt to furnish such as were fitted for the service. — 
The intelligence, the activity, and the vigor of the country was care- 
fully culled for the general service, and you were required to glean 
the exhausted field of its remnants and fragments for the agencies 
who are to decide what are the public necessities, what are the per- 
sonal and civil rights of the citizens, and to execute the law applicable ~ 
to these solemn functions. Wherever a vigorous and intelligent man 
was found engaged in their performance that same law peremptorily 
removed him. With this feeble material, so inappropriate to meet the 
grave questions I have indicated and so seemingly incompetent to 
overcome the opposition of constituted authorities, communities, and 
individuals, this Bureau set to work to collect, conscribe, and organize 
for military service the scattered and unwilling remnants of a war- 
wasted population. Its function was to create and maintain armies 
for the publie defense and to preserve the social organisms of the 
country. I have examined ths history of such proceedings in other 
countries and in other times, and do not hesitate to declare my belief - 
that the results of the operations of conscription in the Confederate 
States exhibit a wisdom in devising the system and a vigor in its 
execution which have not been excelled and which, under the circum- 
stances of the country, are very wonderful. In confirmation of this 
belief I have the honor to refer you to the tabular statements here- 
with submitted.* 

Having then succeeded by the wise energy of the system in over- 
coming the weakness and inaptitude of the agencies employed and 
the grave impediments offered, this Bureau was suddenly checked in 
the suecessful work by the partial abandonment of that system and — 
the proposed substitution therefor of the most noxious principle and 
the most dangerous agencies which can be applied to the creation 
and maintenance of armies for the public defense, for the determina- 
tion of public necessity, or for the protection of personal right and 
the social economy. The first appearance of this change was mani- 
fested by an attempt to engraft upon your system a rude and unde- 
fined—merely military—inspection. In this fitful shadow I felt the 
coming storm and ventured to warn youof its danger. I had seen its 
efforts under the former acts of Congress; but foregone conclusion 
hastened its culmination, and I fear that conscription in the Confed- 
erate States may be destined to become nothing more than a ferocious 
and ignorant military outrage of public law and personal right, devas- 
tating the country and weakening the armies. The transfer to mili- 
tary commanders in the field and their immediate subordinates of the 
power to determine the public policy, and the means of enforcing their 
judgment in selecting the classes for military service and driving at 
will the individuals of those classes into the field, is fraught with such 
peril to the cause of the public defense and is so repulsive to a safe 
public sentiment that I am appalled with apprehension for the conse- 
quences. The fearful story of military conscription under Turkish 
rule in Egypt may be re-enacted in the Confederate States. 

Five hundred thousand men have withered from Egypt in ten years under the 
blight and military conscription. It is not the loss of men caused by battle and 
disease, but when the Pasha’s press gangs are out recruiting whole villages are 
deserted. The men fly to the deserts to escape service, and the wives and children 
follow to escape the vengeance of the baffled officer whose advancement depends 
on the length of his muster-roll ; and when this man-catcher (this military officer) 


returns from the pursuit the villages and fields are desolate and the deserts are 
white with the bleached bones of women and childrén. 


* Not found as inclosures. 


y names and you have military Boneeripaon in at Cont der- — 
es. In every instance in which the authority of conscription 
3 | been so transferred the service has suffered serious detriment; 
industry of the country has been unduly disturbed, popular and 
mstituted resistance has been aroused, and it has failed to bring 
en into the field, and the resumption of your former system has been 
oreed upon you. In four States it was tried for eight months under 
allied auspices of Generals Bragg and J ohnston and the execu- 
re authorities of those States, with General Pillow and an army of 
6,000 men as the agents. . The failure in that. case would have been 
at Bee rous had ait not been so expensive and so disastrous to the general 
service. Your unremitted efforts for ten months have scarcely reme- 
died the evils of military conscription in Tennessee, Mississippi, Ala- 
-bama, and Florida. Besides this experiment scores of commissions 
have ‘been issued granting conscription authority, which after brief 
periods have been revoked, on the ground of failure and flagrant 
abuse. Notwithstanding this experience there has been proposed to 
_ be established on the reports of vague, incompetent, and mischievous 
military inspections and the uninformed conjectures or assertions of 
ignorant individuals a system of recruiting subversive of the whole 
_ policy of legal conscription. Its tendency is, and its results will be, 
- to violate the law and all tried regulations, and to repudiate Govern- 
_ ment faith pledged under that law and those regulations, and to fail 
utterly in giving numbers or strength to the Army. The proposition 
for change has been procured mainly by the intrusion of a small and : 
not very reputable system of police detection into the administration 
of a great national policy; the espionage of Vidocq to upset the 
schemes of Carnot with his ‘‘ bureau for the public defense” and his 
“‘bureau for the public welfare;” the crimp and the press gang for 
the war minister and the magistrate; the public defense “and the 
social economy to be determined by informers and administered by 
brute force, and infamy and incompetency imputed as the predi- 
cate attributes of bleeding martyrs to public liberty, who engage in 
the work of conscription because they have not saved from their 
unstaunched wounds blood enough for strength to perform any other 
service. It is by this system that the wasted and enfeebled people of 
the Confederacy are proposed to be dragged forth to the death grapple 
for their liberties. If adopted its fruit. will be bitterness and failure. 

While therefore I am forced to regard the transfer of conscription 
from the agencies heretofore charged with it into the hands of mili- 
tary commanders as abhorrent and futile, I have always deemed a 
certain amount of military force as necessary for the efficient admin- 
istration of thelaw. I have uniformly and strenuously recommended 
the organization and use of such force under proper regulations. 
I have ‘repeatedly asked for such force, submitting various ‘forms for 
its creation and use. I specifically asked for such portion of the 
reserve fsreces as I deemed amply sufficient to be put under the 
orders of the conscription authorities both for conscription and 
extraneous duties devolved on those authorities. Under your per- 
mission I proceeded partially to organize such a force. It was 
declared to be too large and unnecessary, and yet in four months 
thereafter it was found absolutely necessary to place the entire 
reserve force on the duty of conscription. I asked for sixty com- 
panies; now perhaps sixty regiments are employed. The sixty 
companies would have done the work now charged on sixty regi- 
ments and in accordance with the law and civilized practice. Had it 
been allowed on the Ist of May to have one company of reserves in 
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each Congressional district, there would not have been one recusant 
conscript or one deserter in ten now absent from the armies, and 
those companies would have been ready for the field, a drilled 
nucleus for the regiments of reserves; the recruiting of the armies 
would have been carried to the full extent of the capabilities of the 
country; the evils of lax discipline would have been prevented and 
cured, and the social economy so adjusted as to give the highest 
vigor and energy to the force and maintenance of the armies. The 
paper marked ‘‘ Circular No. 55, of 1863,” will exhibit the organization 
deemed sufficient for the enrollment and forwarding of conscripts. 
For the other duties devolved on the organization, suchas the arrest 
of deserters and absentees, the management of details, the collection 
of slaves, &c., a small additional supporting force was asked and 
granted. (See Circular No. 8, of 1864.) : 

After the passage of the military bill of 17th of February, 1864, the 
duties of this organization became far more onerous, extended, and 
responsible. An immense breadth of discretion was given to the 
Executive and of course in part deputed to this Bureau. The entire 
service of investigation, report, and decision of exemptions and 
details was devolved on it. Additional agencies were asked but not 
granted. Besides these duties of conscription proper, the progress of 
an active and protracted campaign covering the Confederacy and 
the organization of the reserve forces increased the extraneous duties 
far beyond any previous calculations. To meet these a portion of 
the reserves, as I have stated, was asked and granted. Subsequent 
action, however, put the entire reserve force under a different juris- 
diction, and on a different footing, and withdrew from this Bureau 
every means of enforcing the service, even withdrawing from its 
control the agencies required for conscription proper, and placing 
them under a proper jurisdiction—that of the commander of the 
reserves. At ,this time the legal practice of conscription was not 
found to be sharp enough to meet the exigencies of the armies, the 
calculations of anxious commanders, and the clamor of aspiring 
officers seeking commands, and a new system of recruiting was sought 
to be established, and was supposed to be expressed in General 
Orders, No. 73, and its sequents. The agents employed in recruiting 
this policy have discovered that the moral force of general orders, 
sustained by all the reserve force, is not sufficient without some forms 
of law and Government faith, and have therefore required you to 
place under their control and direction the training officers of this 
Bureau, who have been accustomed to act under these forms, and in 
accordance with the faith of law and orders. (See General Holmes’ 
letter and General Kemper’s order to Colonel Shields.) It has been 
proposed virtually to dissolve your organization, to subject a depart- 
ment of your office under subordinate rule, and to degrade or expel 
from the service officers placed in charge by the President and your- 
self. I cannot recognize the attainment of one compensating result 
to the public defense to remunerate for these wrongs and evils. I 
present these views with a perfect sense of subordination, leaving 
their justification to the commentary of the recorded facts I have the 
honor to exhibit. 

Appended hereto are tables exhibiting the operations of this Bureau, 
prepared from the reports of commandants of conscription, and of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Blake, chief of the registration service, and from 
the current records of this Bureau. These tables approximate accu- 
‘acy hearer, perhaps, than any other data accessible to the Govern- 
ment, and it is believed will afford a fair estimate of the military 
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marked A exhibits the operations of the Bureau of Conscrip p- 
e Ist of September, 1864. The reports of the monies Mt 


ut 15,000. The result is that, in the space of two years, the 
eau has passed on the military liabilities of about 360,000 men. 
the extent of which this operation has gleaned the legal military 
erial, see Lieutenant-Colonel Blake’s consolidated report marked 
See same report fora conjectural estimate of remaining supply of 
n, and suggestions as to the sources whence they may “be drawn. 
ee also same report for a lucid approximate exhibition of the indus- Se 
trial resources of the several States, and the number of men liable to 
military service and others engaged in their production. Paper 
marked C exhibits the number of persons liable to military service 
employed in the various departments of Government. It is supposed 
that many of these may be sent to the field, and their present employ- 
ments conducted with equal efficiency by other classes. Paper marked 
D is a consolidated tabular statement of the number and condition of 
all persons between the ages of seventeen and fifty who are not in the 
military service and the reasons therefor. This registration has been 
urged with vigor, but is not yet complete. It is regarded as of grave 
importance and special attention is invited toit. It is a matter to be 
regretted that this Bureau has not been furnished with returns of the 
exact condition of the reserve forces and of the various quasi military 
organizations which are scattered over the country as guards, in gar- 
risons at posts, &c. Were it placed within the competency of this 
Bureau to require such returns it is believed that they might be some- 
what beneficial in estimating the military condition and 1 resources of 
the Confederacy. Paper marked E exhibits the number of persons 
abstracted from the public defense by the certificates of the Govern- 
| ors of the States. The remarkable difference in numbers may well 
attract attention. For every man thus exempted in Virginia, the 
State of North Carolina claims fifteen, and forty times the number 
claimed by South Carolina. Besides these, the States of North Caro- 
lina and Georgia claim from Confederate service all persons in any 
manner employed by the authority of those States. Paper marked F 
exhibits the operations of the Bureau between the time of my last 
report (1st of April) and the Ist of September. A defective supply 
of proper officers and. other agencies and frequent disturbances of the 
mode of administering the law have prevented the results of con- 
seription from being as satisfactory as might be desired, but it is 
believed that the information herein submitted will justify the wis- 
dom of the law and the energy of its execution, and will afford data 
on which to base the military policy of the Government. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


BUREAU OF COTTON EXCHANGE, 
DEPT. OF ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI, AND EAST LOUISIANA, 
Jackson, Miss., November 6, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. E. SURGET, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Selma, Ala.: 
COLONEL: The distribution of blockade goods as directed in your 
respects of 29th ultimo shall have attention. Inclosed I hand you 
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certificate of Governor Clark for 100 ounces quinine received by me ~ 
for the State. Please send permit in favor of Messrs. Whitfield, — 
Humphries, and Sherman to ship 20,000 pounds of cotton through the — 
District of Homochitto. - In connection with this matter I would invite — 
your attention to the fact that the State is paying $100 per ounce for a 
quinine in cotton at 50 cents per pound, allowing each bale to weigh 
400 pounds. The certificate of Governor Clark shows this. It is none 
of my business, only so far as it brings the State in competition with 
the Government in effecting arrangements within the enemy’s lines. 
We only pay the cost price of that article, say $10 or $12 per ounce. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
R. W. SANDERS, 
Major and Quartermaster. 


— 


RICHMOND, VA., November 7, 1864. 


THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFED- 
ERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 


It is with satisfaction that I weleome your presence at an earlier 
day than that usual for your session, and with confidence that I invoke 
the aid of your counsels at a time of such public exigency. 

The campaign which was commenced almost simultaneously with 
your session early in May last, and which was still in progress at your 
adjournment in the middle of June, has not yet reached its close. It 
has been prosecuted on a scale and with an energy heretofore 
unequaled. When we revert to the condition of our country at the 
inception of the operations of the present year, to the magnitude-of 
the preparations made by the enemy, the number of his forces, the 
accumulation of his warlike supplies, and the prodigality with which 
his vast resources have been lavished in the attempt to render success 
assured; when we contrast the numbers and means at our disposal 
for resistance, and when we contemplate the results of a struggle 
apparently so unequal, we cannot fail, while rendering the full meed 
of deserved praise to our generals and soldiers, to perceive that a 
power higher than man has willed our deliverance, and gratefully to 
recognize the protection of a kind Providence in enabling us success- 
fully to withstand the utmost efforts of the enemy for our subju- 
gation. 

At the beginning of the year the State of Texas was partially in 
possession of the enemy, and large portions of Louisiana and Arkan- 
sas lay apparently defenseless. Of the Federal soldiers who invaded 
Texas none are known to remain except as prisoners of war. In 
Northwestern Louisiana a large and well appointed army, aided by a 
powerful fleet, was repeatedly defeated and deemed itself fortunate 
in finally escaping with a loss of one-third of its numbers, a large 
part of its military trains; and many transports and gun-boats. 
The enemy’s occupation of that State is reduced to the narrow district 
commanded by the guns of his fleet. Arkansas has been recovered 
with the exception of a few fortified posts, while our forces have pen- 
etrated into Central Missouri, affording to our oppressed brethren in 
that State an opportunity, of which many have availed themselves, of 
striking for liberation from the tyranny to which they have been sub- 
jected. 

On the east of the Mississippi, in spite of some reverses, we have 
much cause for gratulation. The enemy hoped to effect during the 


year, by concentration of forces, the conquest whicl E 
i y failed to accomplish by more extended operations. Com 
ed therefore to withdraw or seriously to weaken the strength of 
he armies of occupation at different points, he has afforded us the 
pportunity of recovering possession of extensive districts of our ter- 
ory. Nearly the whole of Northern and Western Mississippi, of : 
hern Alabama, and of Western Tennessee are again in our pos- 2 
sion, and all attempts to penetrate from the coast line into the 
erior of the Atlantic and Gulf States have been baffled. On the 
entire ocean and Gulf coast of the Confederacy the whole success of 
the enemy, with the enormous naval resources at his command, has 
been limited to the capture of the outer defenses of Mobile Bay. ee 
- If we now turn to the results accomplished by the two great armies, 
so confidently relied on by the invaders as sufficient to secure the 
- subversion of our Government and the subjugation of our people to 
foreign domination, wo have still greater cause for devout gratitude 
to Divine Power. In Southwestern Virginia successive armies, which 
threatened the capture of Lynchburg and Saltville, have been routed 
and driven out of the country, and a portion of Eastern Tennessee 
reconquered by our troops. In Northern Virginia extensive districts = 
formerly occupied by the enemy are now free from their presence. 
In the lower Valley their general, rendered desperate by his inability 
tomaintain a hostile occupation, has resorted to the infamous expedient 
of converting a fruitful land into a desert by burningits mills, gran- 
aries, and homesteads, and destroying the food, standing crops, 
live-stock, and agricultural implements of peaceful non-combatants. 
‘The main army, after a series of defeats in which its losses have 
been enormous, after attempts by raiding parties to break up our 
railroad communications, which have resulted in the destruction of 
a large part of the cavalry engaged in the work, after constant 
_ repulse of repeated assaults on our defensive lines, is, with the aid 
of heavy re-enforcements, but with, tt is hoped, waning prospect of 
further progress in the design, still engaged in an effort commenced 
more than four months ago to capture the town of Petersburg. 

The army of General Sherman, although succeeding at the end of 
the summer in obtaining possession of Atlanta, has been unable to 
secure any ultimate advantage from this success. ‘The same general, 
whoin February last marched a large army from Vicksburg to Merid- 
ian with no other result than being forced to march back again, 
was able, by the aid of greatly increased numbers and after much 
delay, to force a passage from Chattanooga to Atlanta, only to be for 
the second time compelled to withdraw on the line of his advance 
without obtaining control of a single mile of territory beyond the 
narrow track of his mareh, and without gaining aught beyond the 
“precarious possession of a few fortified points in which he is com- 
pelled to maintain heavy garrisons and which are menaced with 
recapture. : 

The lessons afforded by the history of this war are fraught with 

instruction and encouragement. Repeatedly during the war have 
formidable expeditions been directed by the enemy against points 
ignorantly supposed to be of vital importance to the Confederacy. 
Some of these expeditions have, at immense cost, been successful, but 
in no instance have the promised fruits been reaped. Again, in the 
present campaign was the delusion fondly cherished that the capture 
of Atlanta and Richmond would, if effected, end the war by the 
overthrow of our Government and the submission of our people. We 
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can now judge by experience how unimportant is the influence of the 
former event upon our capacity for defense, upon the courage and 
spirit of the people, and the stability of the Government. We may 
in like manner judge that if the campaign against Richmond had 
resulted in, success instead of failure; if the valor of the army, under 
the leadership of its accomplished commander, had resisted in vain 
the overwhelming masses which were, on the contrary, decisively 
repulsed; if we had been compelled to evacuate Richmond as well as 
Atlanta, the Confederacy would have remained as erect and defiant 
as ever. Nothing could have been changed in the purpose of its 
Government, in the indomitable valor of its troops, or in the unquench- 
able spirit of its people. The baffled and disappointed foe would in 
vain have scanned the reports of your proceedings, at some new legis- 
lative seat, for any indication that progress had been made in his 
gigantic task of conquering a free people. The truth so patent to us 
must ere long be forced upon the reluctant Northern mind. There 
are no vital points on the preservation of which the continued exist- 
ence of the Confederacy depends. There is no military success of the 
enemy which ean accomplish its destruction. Not the fall of Rich- 
mond, nor Wilmington, nor Charleston, nor Savannah, nor Mobile, 
nor of all combined, can save the enemy from the constant and 
exhaustive drain of blood and treasure which must continue until he 
shall discover that no peace is attainable unless based on the recog- 
nition of our indefeasible rights. 

Before leaving this subject it is gratifying to assure you that the 
military supplies essentially requisite for public defense will be found, 
as heretofore, adequate to our needs, and that abundant crops have 
rewarded the labor of the farmer and rendered abortive the inhuman 
attempt of the enemy to produce by devastation famine among the 
people. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


It is notin my power to announce any change in the conduct of 
foreign powers. No such action has been taken by the Christian 
nations of Europe as might justly have been expected from their 
history, from the duties imposed by international law, and from the 
claims of humanity. It is charitable to attribute their conduct to no 
worse motive than indifference to the consequences of a struggle which 
shakes only the republican portion of the American continent, and 
not to ascribe to design a course calculated to insure the prolongation 
of hostilities. 

No instance in history is remembered by me in which a nation pre- 
tending to exercise dominion over another asserting its independence 
has been the first to concede the existence of such independence. 
No case can be recalled to my mind in which neutral powers have 
failed to set the example of recognizing the independence of a nation 
when satisfied of the inability of its enemy to subvert its Govern- 
ment, and this, too, in eases where the previous relation between the 
contending parties had been confessedly that of mother country and 
dependent colony; not, as in our case, that of coequal States united 
by Federal compact. It has ever been considered the proper function 
and duty of neutral powers to perform the office of judging whether 
in point of fact the nation asserting dominion is able to make eood 
its pretensions by force of arms, and if not, by recognition of the 
resisting party, to discountenance the further continuance of the con- 
test. And the reason why this duty is incumbent on neutral powers 
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apparent when we reflect that the pride and passion 

the judgment of the parties to the conflict cause the ¢ mar 

ce of active warfare and consequent useless slaughter long after 

mevitable result has become apparent to all not engaged in the 

iggle. So long, therefore, as neutral nations fail, by recognition 

our independence, to announce that in their judgment the United 

ates are unable to reduce the Confederacy to submission, their con- 

duct will be accepted by our enemies as a tacit encouragement to 

continue their efforts, and as an implied assurance that belief is enter- 

tained by neutral nations in the success of their designs. A direct 

stimulus, whether intentional or not, is thus applied to securing a 

_ continuance of the carnage and devastation which desolate this con- 
tinent and which they profess deeply to deplore. 

The disregard of this just, humane, and Christian public duty by 

the nations of Europe is the more remarkable from the fact that 

authentic expression has long since been given by the Governments 

of both France and England tothe conviction that the United States 

are unable to conquer the Confederacy. It is now more than two 

years since the Government of France announced officially to the 

Cabinets of London and Saint Petersburg its own conclusion that 

the United States were unable to achieve any decisive military suc- 

-cess. In the answers sent by these powers no intimation of a contrary 

opinion was conveyed; and it is notorious that in speeches, both in 

and out of Parliament, the members of Her Britannic Majesty’s Gov- 
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ernment have not hesitated to express this conviction in unqualified 
terms. The denial of our rights under these circumstances is so 
obviously unjust and discriminates so unfairly in favor of the United 
States that neutrals have sought to palliate the wrong of which they 
are conscious by professing to consider, in opposition to notorious 

' truth and to the known belief of both belligerents, that the recogni- 
tion of our independence would be valueless without their further 
intervention in the struggle, an intervention of which we disclaim 
the desire and mistrust the advantage. We seek no favor, we wish 
no intervention, we know ourselves fully competent to maintain our 
own rights and independence against the invaders of our country, 
and we feel justified in asserting that without the aid derived from 
recruiting their armies from foreign countries the invaders would ere 
this have been driven from our soil. When the recognition of the 
Confederacy was refused by Great Britain in the fall of 1862 the 
refusal was excused on the ground that any action by Her Majesty’s: 
Government would have the effect of inflaming the passions of the 
belligerents and of preventing the return of peace. It is assumed 
that this opinion was sincerely entertained; but the experience of two 
years of unequaled carnage shows that it was erroneous, and that the 
result, was the reverse of what the British ministry humanely desired. 
A contrary policy, a policy just to us, a policy diverging from an 
unvarying course of concession to all the demands of our enemies, is 
still within the power of Her Majesty’s Government, and would, it is 
fair to presume, be productive of consequences the opposite of those 
which have unfortunately followed its whole course of conduct from 
the commencement of the war until the present time. In a word, 
peace is impossible without independence, and it is not to be expected 
that the enemy will anticipate neutrals in thé recognition of that 

- independence. ; : 

When the history of this war shall be fully disclosed, the calm judg- 
ment of the impartial publicist will for these reasons be unable to 
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absolve the neutral nations of Europe from a share in the moral 
responsibility for the myriads of human lives that have been unnec- — 
essarily sacrificed during its progress. = 


The renewed instances in which foreign powers have given us just — 


cause of complaint need not here be detailed. The extracts from the 
correspondence of the State Department which accompany this mes- 
sage will afford such further information as can be given without det- 
riment to the public interest, and we must reserve for the future such 
action as may then be deemed advisable to secure redress. 


FINANCES. : 

Your especial attention is earnestly invited to the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, submitted in conformity with law. The facts 
therein disclosed are far from discouraging, and demonstrate that with 
judicious legislation we shall be enabled to meet all the exigencies of 
the war from our abundant resources and avoid at the same time such 
an accumulation of debt as would render at all doubtful our capacity 
to redeem it. The total receipts into the Treasury for the two quar- 
ters ending on the 30th of September, 1864, were $415,191,550, which 
sum, added to the balance of $308,282,722 that remained in the Treas- 
ury on the Ist of April last, forms a total of $723,474,272. Of this 
total not far from half—that is to say, $342,560,327—have been applied 
to the extinction of the public debt, while the total expenditures have 
been $272,378,505, leaving a balance in the Treasury on the Ist of 
October, 1864, of $108,435,440. 

The total amount of the public debt, as exhibited on the books 
of the Register of the Treasury on the Ist of October, 1864, was. 
$1,147,970,208, of which $539,340,090 were funded debt bearing inter- 
est, $283,880,150 were Treasury notes of the new issue, and the 
remainder eonsisted of the former issue of Treasury notes, which will 
be converted into other forms of debt and will cease to exist as eur- 
rency on the 31st of next month. 

The report, however, explains that in consequence of the absence 
of certain returns from distant officers the true amount of the debt 
is less by about $21,500,000 than appears on the books of the Register, 
and that the total public debt on the 1st of last month may be fairly 
considered to have been $1,126,381,095. 

The increase of the public debt during the six months from the Ist 
of April to the 1st of October was $97,650,780, being rather more than 
$16,000,000 per month, and it will be apparent, on a perusal of the 
report, that this augmentation would have been avoided and a posi- 
tive reduction of the amount would have been effected but for cer- 
tain defects in the legislation on the subject of the finances, which 
‘are pointed out in the report and which seem to admit of easy remedy. 

In the statements just made the foreign debt is omitted. It eon- 
sists only of the unpaid balanee of the loan known as the cotton loan. 
This balance is but £2,200,000 and is adequately provided for by about 
250,000 bales of cotton owned by the Government, even if the cotton 
be rated as worth but 6 pence per pound. 

There is one item of the public debt not included in the tables pre- 
sented, to which your attention is required. The bounty bonds prom- 
ised to our soldiers by the third section of the act of 17th of February, 
1864, were deliverable on the Ist of October. The Secretary has been 
unable to issue them by reason of an omission in the law, no time 
being therein fixed for the payment of the bonds. 
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SOT regate appropriations called for by the different depa 
iS of the Government, according to the estimates submitted with 
eport, for the six months ending on the 30th of June, 1865, amoun 
8,102,679, while the Secretary estimates that there will remain 
expended out.of former appropriations, on the 1st of January, 1865, 
balance of $467,416,504. It would therefore seem that former esti- 
mates have been largely in excess of actual expenditures, and that no 
\dditional appropriations are required for meeting the needs of the 
public service up to the 1st of July of next year. Indeed, if the esti- 
mates now presented should prove to be as much in excess of actual 
expenditures as has heretofore been the case, a considerable balance 
_ will still remain unexpended at the close of the first half of the ensu- 
ing year. 
The chief difficulty to be apprehended in connection with our — 
finances results from the depreciation of the Treasury notes, which 
_ seems justly to be attributed by the Secretary to two causes, redund- 
ancy in amount and want of confidence in ultimate redemption, for 
_ both of which remedies are suggested that will commend themselves 
to your consideration as being practical as well as efficient. 
‘The main features of the plan presented are substantially these: 
First, that the faith of the Government be pledged that the notes 
shall ever remain exempt from taxation; second, that no issue shall 
be made beyond that which is already authorized by law; third, that 
a certain fixed portion of the annual receipts from taxation during ~ 
the war shall be set apart especially for the gradual extinction of the 
outstanding amount until it shall have been reduced to $150,000,000, 
and fourth, the pledge and appropriation of such proportion of the 
tax in kind and for such number of years after the return of peace 
as shall be sufficient for the final redemption of the entire circulation. 
The details of the plan, the caleulations on which it is based, the 
efficiency of its operation, and the vast advantages which would result 
from its suecess are fully detailed in the report and cannot be fairly 
presented in a form sufficiently condensed for this message. I doubt 
not it will receive from you that earnest and candid consideration 
which is merited by the importance of the subject. 

The recommendations of the report for the repeal of certain pro- — 
visions of the tax laws which produce inequality in the burden of 
taxation; for exempting all Government loans from taxation on capi- 
tal, and from any adverse discrimination in taxation on income derived 
from them; for placing the taxation on banks on the same footing as 
the taxation of other corporate bodies; for securing the payment into 
the Treasury of that portion of the bank circulation which is liable 
to confiscation because held by alien enemies; for the conversion of 
the interest-bearing Treasury notes now outstanding into coupon 
bonds, and for the quarterly collection of taxation; all present prac- 
tical questions for legislation, which, if wisely devised, will greatly 
improve the public credit and alleviate the burdens now imposed by 
the extreme and unnecessary depreciation in the value of the currency. 

The returns of the Produce Loan Bureau are submitted with the 
report, and the information is conveyed that the Treasury agency in 
the Trans-Misssissippi Department has been fully organized and is 
now in operation with promise of efficiency and success. 

The provisions heretofore made to some extent for increasing the 
compensation of public officers, civil and military, is found to be in 
some places inadequate to their support, perhaps not more so any- 
where than in Richmond, and inquiry with a view to appropriate 
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remedy is suggested to your consideration. Your notice is also called 
to the condition of certain officers of the Treasury, who were omitted 
in the laws heretofore passed for the relief of other public officers, as 
mentioned in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR. 


The condition of the various branches of the military service is 
stated in the accompanying report of the Secretary of War.* Among 
the suggestions made for legislative action, with a view to add to the 
number and efficiency of the Army, all of which will receive your 
consideration, there are some prominent topics which merit special 
notice. 

The exemption from military duty now accorded by law to all per- 
sons engaged in certain specified pursuits or professions is shown by 
experience to be unwise, nor is it believed to be defensible in theory. 
The defense of home, family, and country is universally recognized as 
the paramount political duty of every member of society, and in a form 
of government like ours, where each citizen enjoys an equality of rights 
and privileges, nothing can be more invidious than an unequal distri- 
bution of duties and obligations. No pursuit or position should 
relieve any one who is able to do active duty from enrollment in the 
Army, unless his functions or services are more useful to the defense 
of his country in another sphere. But it is manifest that this cannot, 
be the case with entire classes. All telegraph operators, workmen in 
mines, professors, teachers, engineers, editors and employés of news- 
papers, journeymen printers, shoemakers, tanners, blacksmiths, mill- 
ers, physicians, and the numerous other classes mentioned in the 
laws cannot in the nature of things be equally necessary in their sev- 
eral professions, nor distributed throughout the country in such pro- 
portions that only the exact numbers required are found in each 
locality; nor can it be everywhere impossible to replace those within 
the conscript age by men older and less capable of active field 
services. A discretion should be vested in the military authorities, so 
that a sufficient number of those essential to the public service might 
be detailed to continue the exercise of their pursuits or professions; 
but the exemption from service of the entire classes should be wholly 
abandoned. It affords great facility for abuses, offers the tempta- 
tion as well as the ready means of escaping service by fraudulent 
devices, and is one of the principal obstructions to the efficient oper- 
ation of the conscript laws. 

A general militia law is needful in the interest of the public defense. 
The Constitution, by vesting the power in Congress, imposes on it the 
duty of providing ‘‘for organizing, arming, and disciplining the mili- 
tia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in the 
service of the Confederate States.” The great diversity in the legis- 
lation of the several States on this subject, and the absence of any 
provision establishing an exact method for calling the militia into 
Confederate service, are sources of embarrassment which ought no 
longer to be suffered to impede defensive measures. 

The legislation in relation to the cavalry demands change. The 
policy of requiring the men to furnish their own horses has proven 
pernicious In many respects. It interferes with discipline, impairs 
efficiency, and is the cause of frequent and prolonged absence from 
appropriate duty. The subject is fully treated in the Secretary’s 
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vith suggestions as to the proper measures for reforming that — 
nch of the service. 
_ The recommendation hitherto often made is again renewed, that 
some measure be adopted for the reorganization and consolidation of — 
companies and regiments when so far reduced in numbers as seriously 
toimpair their efficiency. It is the more necessary that this should be 
done, as the absence of legislation on the subject has forced generals - 
in the field to resort to various expedients for approximating the 
P desired end. It is surely an evil that a commanding officer should 
be placed in a position which forces upon him the choice of allowing 
the efficiency of his command to be seriously impaired or of attempting = 
to supply by the exercise of doubtful authority the want of proper 
legal provision. The regard for the sensibility of officers who have 
heretofore served with credit, and which is believed to be the con- 
trolling motive that has hitherto obstructed legislation on this subject, 
however honorable and proper, may be carried to a point which seri- 
ously injures the public good; and if this be the case, it can scarcely 
be questioned which of the two considerations should be deemed 
paramount. . 
The Secretary’s recommendations on the subject of facilitating the 
acquisition of the iron required for maintaining the effictency of rail- 
road communication on the important military lines are commended 
to your favor. The necessity for the operation in full vigor of such ~ 
lines is too important to need comment. 
The question in dispute between the two Governments relative to 
the exchange of prisoners of war has been frequently presented in 
former messages and reports, and is fully treated by the Secretary. 
The solicitude of the Government for the relief of our captive fellow- 
citizens has known no abatement, but has, on the contrary, been still 
more deeply evoked by the additional sufferings to which they have 
been wantonly subjected by deprivation of adequate food, cloth- 
ing, and fuel, which they were not even permitted to purchase from 
the prison sutlers. Finding thatthe enemy attempted to excuse their 
barbarous treatment by the unfounded allegation that it was retalia- 
tory for like conduct on our part, an offer was made by us with a 
view of ending all pretext for such recriminations or pretended 
retaliation. 
The offer has been accepted, and each Government is hereafter to 
be allowed to provide necessary comforts to its own citizens held cap- 
tive by the other. Active efforts are in progress for the immediate 
execution of this agreement, and it is hoped that but few days will 
elapse before we shall be relieved from the distressing thought that 
painful physical suffering is endured by so many of our fellow-citizens 
whose fortitude in captivity illustrates the national character as fully 
as did their valor in actual conflict. 


a 


EMPLOYMENT OF SLAVES. 


The employment of slaves for service with the Army as teamsters 
or cooks, or in the way of work upon the fortifications, or in the Goy- 
ernment workshops, or in hospitals and other similar duties, was 
authorized by the act of 17th of February last, and provision was 
made for their impressment to a number not exceeding 20,000, if it 
should be found impracticable to obtain them by contract with the 
owners. The law contemplated the hiring only of the labor of these 
slaves and imposed on the Government the liability to pay for the 
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value of such as might be lost to the owners from casualties result- 4 


ing from their employment in the service. S 


This act has produced less result than was anticipated, and further Bs 
provision is required to render it efficacious; but my present purpose = 
‘is to invite jour consideration to the propriety of a radical modifica- _ 


tion in the theory of the law. ; ; 
Viewed merely as property, and therefore as the subject of impress- 
ment, the service or labor of the slave has been frequently claimed 
for short periods in the construction of defensive works. The slave, 
however, bears another relation to the State—that of a person. The 
law of last February contemplates only the relation of the slave to 
the master and limits the impressment to a certain term of service. 
But for the purposes enumerated in the act, instruction in the 


manner of encamping, marching, and parking trains is needful; so- 


that even in this limited employment length of servicé adds greatly 
to the value of the negro’s labor. Hazard is also encountered in all 
the positions to which negroes can be assigned for service with the 
Army, and the duties required of them demand loyalty and zeal. In 
this respect the relation of person predominates so far as to render it 
doubtful whether the private right of property can consistently and 
beneficially be continued, and it would seem proper to acquire for the 
publie service the entire property in the labor of the slave, and to 
pay therefor due compensation rather than to impress his labor for 
short terms; and this the more especially as the effect of the present 
law would vest this entire property in all cases where the slave might 
be recaptured after compensation for his loss had been paid to the 
private owner. Whenever the entire property in the service of a 
slave is thus acquired by the Government, the question is presented 
by what tenure he should be held. Should he be retained in servitude, 
or should his emancipation be held out to him as a reward for faith- 
ful service, or should it be granted at once on the promise of such 
service; and if emancipated, what action should be taken to secure 
for the freedman the permission of the State from which he was 
drawn to reside within its limits after the close of his publie service? 
The permission would doubtless be more readily accorded as a reward 
for past faithful service, and a double motive for a zealous discharge 
of duty would thus be offered to those employed by the Government— 
their freedom and the gratification of the local attachment which is 
so marked a characteristic of the negro, and forms so powerful an 
incentive to his action. The policy of engaging to liberate the negro 
on his discharge after service faithfully rendered seems to me prefer- 
able to that of granting immediate manumission, or that of retaining 
him in servitude. If this policy should recommend itself to the judg- 
ment of Congress, it is suggested that, in addition to the duties 
heretofore performed by the slave, he might be advantageously 
employed as pioneer and engineer laborer, and in that event that 
the number should be augmented to 40,000. 

Beyond these limits and these employments it does not seem to me 
desirable, under existing circumstances, to go. A broad moral dis- 
tinction exists between the use of slaves as, soldiers in defense of 
their homes and the incitement of the same persons to insurrection 
against their masters. The one is justifiable if necessary, the other 
is iniquitous and unworthy of a civilized people; and such is the judg- 
ment of all writers on public law, as well as that expressed and 
insisted on by our enemies in all wars prior to that now waged against 
us. By none have the practices. of which they are now guilty been 
denounced with greater severity than by themselves in the two wars 


1 Britain, in the last and in the present century 5; and 
ation of Independence of 1776, when enumeration was made 
he wrongs which justified the revolt from Great Britain, the 
max of atrocity was deemed to be reached only when the English | 
lonarch was denounced as having ‘‘excited domestic insurrections 
mongst us.” 
‘he subject is to be viewed by us, therefore, solely in the light of . 
policy and our social economy. When so regarded, I must dissent from 
_ those who advise a general levy and arming of the slaves for the duty 
of soldiers. Until our white population shall prove insufficient for — 
he armies we require and can afford to keep in the field, to employ ae 
as a soldier the negro, who has merely been trained to labor, and as a 
- laborer [under] the white man, accustomed from his youth to the use 
of firearms, would scarcely be deemed wise or advantageous by any; 
and this is the question now before us. But should the alternative 
- ever be presented of subjugation or of the employment of the slave 
as a soldier, there seems no reason to doubt what should then 
be our decision. Whether our view embraces what would, in so 
- extreme a case, be the sum of misery entailed by the dominion of the - 
enemy, or be restricted solely to the effect upon the welfare and 
_ happiness of the negro population themselves, the result would be 
the same. The appalling demoralization, suffering, disease, and 
_ death which have been caused by partially substituting the invader’s 
system of police for the kind relation previously subsisting between 
the master and slave have been a sufficient demonstration that exter- 
nal interference with our institution of domestic slavery is productive 
of evil only. If the subject involved no other consideration than the 
mere right of property, the sacrifices heretofore made by our people 
have been such as to permit no doubt of their readiness to surrender 
every possession in order to secure their independence. But the 
social and political question, which is exclusively under the control of 
the several States, has a far wider and more enduring importance 
than that of pecuniary interest. In its manifold phases it embraces 
the stability of our republican institutions, resting on the actual 
political equality of all its citizens, and includes the fulfillment of 
the task which has been so happily begun—that of Christianizing and 
improving the condition of the Africans who have, by the will of 
Providence, been placed in our charge. Comparing the results of our 
own experience with those of the experiments of others who have 
borne similar relation to the African race, the people of the several 
States of the Confederacy have abundant reason to be satisfied with 
the past, and to use the greatest cireumspection in determining their 
course. These considerations, however, are rather applicable to the 
improbable contingency of our need of resorting to this element of 
resistance than to our present condition. If the recommendation 
above made, for the training of 40,000 negroes for the service indi- 
cated, shall meet your approval, it is certain that even this limited 
number, by their preparatory training in intermediate duties, would 
form a more valuable reserve force in case of urgency than threefold 
their number suddenly called from field labor, while a fresh levy 
could, to a certain extent, supply their places in the special service 
for which they are now employed. 
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OTHER DEPARTMENTS. 


The regular annual reports of the Attorney-General, the Secretary 
of the Navy, and the Postmaster-General are appended, and give 
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ample information relative to the condition of the respective depart- 
ments. They contain suggestions for legislative provisions required 
to remedy such defects in the existing laws as have been disclosed by 
experience, but none of so general or important a character as to 
require that I should do more than recommend them to your favorable 
consideration. 


NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE. 


The disposition of this Government for a peaceful solution of the 
issues which the enemy has referred to the arbitrament of arms has 
been too often manifested and is too well known to need new assur- 
ances. But while it is true that individuals and parties in the United 
States have indicated a desire to substitute reason for force, and by 
negotiations to stop the further sacrifice of human life, and to arrest 
the calamities which now afflict both countries, the authorities who 
control the Government of our enemies have too often and too clearly 
expressed their resolution to make no peace, except on terms of our 
unconditional submission and degradation, to leave us any hope of 
the cessation of hostilities until the delusion of their ability to con- 
quer us is dispelled. Among those who are already disposed for & 
peace many are actuated by principle and by disapproval and abhor- 
rence of the iniquitous warfare that their Government is waging, while 
others are moved by the conviction that it is no longer to the interest 
of the United States to continue a struggle in which success is unat- 
tainable. Whenever this fast-growing conviction shall have taken 
firm root in the minds of a majority of the Northern people there 
will be produced that willingness to negotiate for peace which is now 
confined to our side. Peace is manifestly impossible unless desired 
by both parties to this war, and the disposition for it among our ene- 
mies will be best and most certainly evoked by the demonstration on 
our part of ability and unshaken determination to defend our rights, 
and to hold no earthly price too dear for their purchase. Whenever 
there shall be on the part of our enemies a desire for peace there will 
be no difficulty in finding means by which negotiation can be opened, 
but it is obvious that no ageney can be called into action until this 
desire shall be mutual. When that contingency shall happen the 
Government, to which is confided the treaty-making power, éan be at 
no loss for means adapted to accomplish so desirable an end. In the 
hope that the day will soon be reached when under Divine favor these 
States may be allowed to enter on their former peaceful pursuits and 
to develop the abundant natural resources with which they are 
blessed, let us, then, resolutely continue to devote our united and 
unimpaired energies to the defense of our homes, our lives, and our 
liberties. This is the true path to peace. Let us tread it with con- 
fidence in the assured result. 
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JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


ASST. QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, TAX IN KIND, 


Richmond, November 7, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 
I have the honor to submit the accompanying report in answer to the 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 14th of June, received 
at this office 22d of September. In consequence of the difficulty in 
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> minor reports from the officers and agents dispe 
the Confederacy, it has been impossible to representafull 
nt of all the receipts of the crops of 1863. The Trans-Missis- 
i Department is very imperfectly reported; it issupposed thatthe = 
containing the information have been captured. Large quanti- « 
of the tithe have been collected by unauthorized parties belonging 
to armies in the field. These can only be ascertained after many 
months, through the collectors of the money tax and the penalty in 
default of delivery in kind. It is expected that a more complete 
statement will be ready for Congress during the first half of its session. é 
The value of the tithes which have passed through the hands of the offi- = 
cers on tax duty at schedule rates in the several States is $110,527,542. ; 
-Itis estimated that the reports from the Trans-Mississippi Department, 
and more complete statements from this side, and the irregular col- 
_lections by the armies in the field not reported, will increase this 
amount to beyond $150,000,000. But this must not be assumed as the 
tenth of the productions, because many delinquents will pay in money, 
and large districts impracticable for the establishment of tax depots 
_ will also payin money. The gross cost of collection is reported at 
$2,376,277.40; the net cost of collection, $1,244,686.07. These are 
_ underestimates of the actual cost, the outstanding debts not being 
included. The more complete report will probably increase the per- 
centage of cost of collection to about 4 per cent. gross and 2 net. 
_ The net cost is arrived at by deducting from the gross outlay the hire 
of laborers and teamsters, excess of transportation over eight miles, 
_ purchase of means of transportation, grain sacks, hay presses, scales, 
_ boxes, and barrels—expenses which would have been created if the 
_ tax-in-kind laws were not in existence. 
The voluntary payment of the tithe tax exhibits a cheerful compli- 
ance by the people with the law. Generally the receipts exceed the 
assessors’ estimates, which arises from the fact that many producers 
have voluntarily paid their tax without having been assessed at all; 
but in a few cases they refuse to be assessed, and throw obstacles in 
the assessors’ way. A remedy would be found in a law requiring 
producers to come forward in their own person or by proxy for assess- 
ment and imposing a penalty in default. Assessors for the year 1863 
have in some instances failed to assess, and in others have rated 
values so low that producers have preferred to pay the money value 
and the 50 per cent. penalty rather than deliver in kind. The occu- 
pation by the enemy of large districts prevents assessors from oper- 
ating, and the absence of producers in the Army is an obstacle to the 
thorough assessment of the crops. The Army consumes many crops 
of hay, corn, oats, and even wheat before they are matured. These 
can never be assessed, and are consequently lost to the tax in kind. 
A modification of the law is needed to require the money collectors 
everywhere, both in practicable and impracticable localities, to take 
up receipts in the hands of the producers who have, through igno- 
rance, paid their tax in kind in good faith to unauthorized persons for 
the use of the Army, and to give credit for such receipts in satisfaction 
of the money value. The exemption from the tax in kind on corn to 
those who do not produce more than 200 bushels of corn will have a 
serious effect upon the receipts of the present year, and the same 
effect will be experienced in estimating the worth of a producer. 
Under the tenth section of the act he cannot be taxed in kind unless 
he is “‘worth $500 for himself and $100 for each minor child living 
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with him, and $500 in addition for each minor son he has living or 
may have lost or had disabled in the military or naval service. cel hiea 
would not be material if the worth were estimated in our Treasury 
notes, but Article II, section 1, of the act of 17th of February, 1864, 
Chapter LXIV, values such taxable property at its market value in 
the neighborhood in 1860. The effect is, a producer rents a farm and 
has little other property than 500 bushels of corn, the product of the 
farm. This crop, estimated at its value in 1860, with his other prop- 
erty, may not exceed the amount which would exempt him, and he 
pays no tithe. The report analyzed gives the following results: 

The tithe of wheat (being 29,048,711 rations of flour)and the part 
of the corn (amounting to 49,339,528 rations of meal), at one pound © 
to the ration, will supply bread for 200,000 men one year. The tithe 
of bacon, at one-third pound to the ration, will supply 160,211 menone ~ 
year. The remainder of the tithe corn, together with the oats, at ten 
pounds to the ration, will supply 130,374 animals one year. The tithe — 
hay and fodder, at ten pounds to the ration, will supply 35,992 animals 
one year. But this must not mislead into the supposition that all the 
tithes have gone tothe Army. Besides issues to armies in the field they 
have been distributed to the different bureaus of the War Department, 
and have contributed largely to the support of their operatives and _ 
animals. To a considerable extent the families of soldiers have been _ 
supplied with bread from them. Some remain on hand in localities 
difficult of access, and a small percentage has been lost by fire, by the 
enemy, and bydecay. The analysis is given toexhibit ina condensed _ 
shape the capacity of the tax in kind to furnish food. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LARKIN SMITH, 
Assistant Quartermaster- General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
November 8, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President: 


Sir: I have the honor to submit the accompanying reports and letters. 
from Brigadier-General Echols and others, disclosing the existence of 
a treasonable association among the disaffected people resident in 
various counties of Southwestern Virginia. This association is so 
pernicious and formidable in its operations and designs as to require 
prompt and vigorous measures on the part of the Government to 
arrest and repress it. Some weeks since, through the zeal and vigi- 
lance of Leory, who had been employed by the Department as a 
commissioner to examine persons under arrest by the military author- 
ities, intelligence was received of combinations being formed among 
the disloyal in one or more counties for dangerous ends, and he was 
instructed to devote himself diligently to the investigation and dis- 
covery of their character, extent, and aims. At the same time his - 
expert detectives were sent from this city to aid in making inquiries 
and discoveries. Through confessions that were made by a sus- 
pected party under military arrest on other grounds, and by the 
success of these detectives, while themselves under apparent arrest, 
in winning the confidence of other guilty parties, information was 
obtained both of the names of some members of the association and 
of the signs and passwords by which they might be approached and 
communicated with. The detectives then proceeded to prosecute 


ss ‘ ir ik int 
a s and to obtain an insight into the character and a S 
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1e same time other investigations were being actively made by 
r. Leory and by Brigadier-General Echols, then in command of the 
yartment, to whom all discoveries: effected were disclosed. The 
t has been to ascertain that for months past there has existed 
uthwest Virginia an association with its headquarters outside . _ 
the Confederacy, within the enemy’s lines and probably under the 
guidance of intelligent but artful traitors and foes, extending over 
many counties and spreading rapidly among the disaffected, and 
through their insidious representations among the ignorant likewise, ee 
having for its direct purpose to give aid and co-operation to the enemy 
in their efforts for the subjugation of the State as also to shield them- 
selves from danger and participate in the spoils and confiscations of 
the enemy. . 
The association is secret, the members have signs and passwords 
known only among themselves, and are bound to each other for the 
prosecution of their nefarious designs by the most solemn oaths. 
They are under obligation to encourage desertions from the Army 
and to pass and harbor all deserters, escaped prisoners, or spies; to 
_ give information to the enemy of the movements of our troops, of 
_ exposed or weakened positions, of inviting opportunities of attack, 
and to guide and assist the enemy either in advance or retreat. They 
are believed on more than one occasion to have caused the frustration 
of our plans and successful surprises by the enemy, and among the 
latter the one that resulted disastrously in the death of the gallant 
General Morgan. They have an understanding with the enemy that 
they are in every event to be free from military service; that their 
homes and possessions are to be ever preserved, to secure which they 
have certain indications by which their property is to be recognized; 
4 that whether on mere present successes or on ultimate conquest, they 
are to participate in the rewards of victory. Numbers of deserters 
from our armies and of violent disaffected men, both from within and 
without our lines, have collected in this vicinity, and under the influ- 
ence of the members of this association, and having from them aid 
and countenance, have banded together, plundering and subsisting 
upon the means of the well-affected citizens and holding all such in 
some counties, by threats and outrages, in such terror as to prevent 
not merely efforts against them, but even disclosures of their names 
or deeds. 
This association, originating in remote localities, little known and 
difficult of access, long escaped observation and detection. Enjoying 
in consequence impunity, it has of late spread extensively and is now 
diffused over many counties of Southwest Virginia, and has even 
extended to some bordering counties of the Valley. It embraces some 
citizens of position and influence hitherto unsuspected, and has been 
able in one county to elect the sheriff and in others the justices of 
the peace from its members. In not a few they exercise a controlling 
influence over witnesses and jurors, and consequently in the admin- 
istration of criminal law. As their numbers have extended, their 
leaders have become more ambitious in their designs. They have lately 
conceived the idea of forming a new State of Southwest Virginia, and 
within their association have elected officers whom they style gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor, brigadier-general, and judges, so as to 
furnish the official organization of a government. They claim, like- 
wise, to have extended their insidious operations to our armies and 
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to have in at least one regiment the majority of the soldiers, and in 
many others members actively engaged in encouraging desertions and ~ 
disseminating their principles. One of the leading-members of the ~ 
association advised the detectives, supposed to be members, that the 
best service they could render would be by gaining in the army of 
General Lee adherents to their plans. 

When these discoveries were partially made this Department was 
anxious to remedy the progressing evil by sending forces into the dis- 
affected counties to arrest or disperse deserters and predatory bands, 
and by instituting legal proceedings against the leaders of the associ- 
ation. Forces have been advantageously employed in restoring order 
and making arrests in several of the most disaffected counties, but 
the deserters and outlaws, with the information and aid received, in 
large numbers escape into the recesses of the mountains and pass to 
other counties. 

To determine whether judicial proceedings should be instituted, 
Mr. Nicholas F. Bocock, of Buckingham, a lawyer of experience, intel- 
ligence, and character, was sent by the Department to investigate the 
nature of the evidence and advise the remedies to be applied. His 
information and examination convince him that while the evidence is 
fully adequate to satisfy any reasonable mind of the facts stated, yet 
being derived indirectly from parties implicated, from the reports of 
others, and from circumstances of suspicion would, in most instances, 
not suffice to convict on indictments for overt acts of treason. There 
would, too, be little chance of justice before the tribunals in the dis- 
affected region where both complicity and terror would preclude fair 
judgments. He therefore recommends the suspension of the writ of 
habeas corpus, as at once the prudent and most satisfactory remedy. 
In this view I fully concur. The prompt arrest of all the leaders 
in this traitorous conspiracy might then be made by the military 
authorities; they could be removed, to the terror of their accom- 
plices, and be detained at a distance from the places of their deleteri- 
ous influences. 

The less conspicuous and more ignorant members would be affrighted 
and deterred from the further prosecution of their evil designs, and 
all would be repressed by the knowledge that they could at any time 
be seized and confined by the military authority. The dread alone of 
such action would in general suffice, and, except in case of leading 
culprits, there would probably be little or no occasion to exercise the 
power of arrest and detention. Experience has shown that such has 
been heretofore, in case of apprehended dangerous combinations or 
individual disloyalty, the salutary effect of the mere suspension. I 
therefore advise that its suspension under the present formidable 
appearance of disaffection in Southwest Virginia be earnestly recom- 
mended to Congress..- 

Respectfully submitted. 

: JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


CHRISTIANSBURG, August 28, 1864. 
[Major LEory(?):] 

MaJsor: Understanding that you intend visiting Richmond for the 
purpose of representing the condition of this section of country to 
the military authorities, we desire to unite our testimony with yours. 
We would respectfully represent that the counties of Montgomery, 
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ers adjacent, are infested by armed 
both from ours and the Yankee army; that the lives 

f all loyal citizens are rendered very insecure by their — 
2e; property having been repeatedly burned and unarmed and _ 
fensive citizens fired upon; that the reserve forces of this section 
totally inefficient under existing organization, the deserters having 
d upon, captured some of them, and dispersed the remainder; that 
fe have good and sufficient reason to believe that a secret society 
hose principal object is to encourage desertion exists in our midst, 

has for members all or nearly all the disloyal portion of our 

mmunity. : 
_ We further believe that the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad will 
_ be cut by the deserters unless they are dispersed, and that communi- 
_ cation by this important line is in danger of being interrupted at any 
_ time by them. te 
Permit us, major, to express the entire confidence that we feel in 
_ your zeal for the welfare of our country, and we believe that you will 
_ use every exertion to obtain for us relief from the existing state of 
affairs. 

: _ Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

~ ROBT. L. CUSTIN, 
JAMES P. HAMMET, 
Members Committee of Safety, Montgomery County. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpa@rs. DEPT. OF SOUTHWESTERN VA. AND EAST TENN., 
Dublin, September 1, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Mr. Leory, the highly intelligent:commissioner, &c., for this 
department, goes to Richmond this morning for the purpose of con- 
sultation with the authorities, principally with yourself, in regard to 
a matter of importance to our cause in this section and in one or two 
of the adjoining States. We have for some time back suspected the 
existence of a secret treasonable association, but have not until 
recently been able to determine its existence and extent, when Mr. 
Leory, by his intelligence and perseverance, has been enabled to 
determine with certainty its character and existence and extent. He 
will explain to you the whole matter. Some action must be taken at 
once in regard thereto, and I hope that the assistance which Mr. . 
Leory desires in the way of experiment and skillful detectives may 
be furnished to him. I will, of course, do all in my power to aid him 
in the department. 

I have found matters in the department in a bad condition, but 
will do all in my power to correct them. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 


AAS hw Viney ar s L by 
NTT 


JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigadier- General. 


[{Inclosure No. 3.] 


DUBLIN, VA., September 20, 1564. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: As the car was about leaving this point yesterday I wrote to 
you a hurried note stating that my plans with reference to the society 
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known as the ‘‘Heroes of America” had been successful. The det 
ives, with the aid I furnished them, have passed as members of thi 
order and are obtaining important information. We havea large 
of traitors. . Within ten miles of this place we find three justices of 
the peace and one Methodist minister attached to the society. While 
in Montgomery County, among others, we have discovered the name _ 
of the sheriff recently elected. I have also reliable information that 

a prominent lawyer, once a candidate for lieutenant-governor of the 
State of Virginia, is a leading member of the treasonable order. 

I have but two detectives from Richmond and two obtained here. I 

need mdre at once. The adjoining counties are full of these people, — 
and three or four men work in such a mass too slowly. I wish before 
any arrests are made to obtain testimony against the leaders in four ~ 
or five counties. I am told there are 800 members of the orderin 
Montgomery County alone. . a: 

The Governor of this State, having been informed of the existence 
of a secret society for treasonable purposes in Floyd County, is taking 
steps to break it up. I fear his plans and mine may conflict. Would 
it not be well to have him informed of the measures the Government 
has adopted? 

I have efficient aid from General Echols. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. LEORY, 
C. S. Commissioner. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER, 

Dublin, September 19, 1864. 
Sir: Ihave but a moment to write. My plans concerning the secret 
society have been completely successful. I need more detectives. I 
fear the steps taken by Governor Smith may interfere with mine. I 

have names of many members—more prominent men. 
Your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. LEORY. 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 
Report of Detectwes. 


Left Dublin the 12th of September (Monday evening); stopped all 
night with a Mr. Morgan, north the railroad about one mile from 
New River bridge; started next morning for the Central depot; 
stopped there and made inquiry for parties said to be living there; 
could find no such parties there. Saw Doctor Hammet, who informed 
me where some of the parties could be found; took the train to 
Christiansburg; arrived there, went in search of some of the parties 
named; first man found was Rowsie, a German living directly oppo- 
site the hotel kept by Mr. Burgess. He was standing in the door of 
the blacksmith shop. I walked up to him and gave him the sign of 
the order. Me did not answer at first, seeming very shy. After a 
few moments made the sign again. After a little while he said 
‘These are gloomy times here,” that being one of the passwords of 
the order. I answered, ‘‘Yes, but we are looking for better,” that 
being the answer. He then smiled, seeing I had answered him cor- 
rectly. We then had a little talk. He then introduced me to a young 
man named Henry Questine, who was working at the forge. I passed 
the sign, grip, and passwords with him. After getting out of the 
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ge he thought he knew me. I asked Ri 
s. He told me. I then told him he did know me. 
went in and told him I was not passing by my full name, 
sked him not to make my pame known, as it might prevent my 
about a little unsafe with the authorities, which I think he 
eful in doing. Rowsie then invited me in the adjoining shop, 
introduced me to a man at the forge by the name of Fariss. I 
ssed signs, grip, and passwords with him, and we then had a con- 
sation about the gloomy times and gloomy men; found him a mem- 
r of the order, very much against the Confederate States; heard. 
om Questine afterward that this man talked with General Averell ; 
at the time he was in Christiansburg. There was also a German, a 
4 Ee name I did not learn, at work with him, also a member of the 
order. : 
_ By appointment with Questine, McGill and myself walked out with 
him some distance on the road and had a long conversation on the sub- 
ject of the order, its members, objects, &c. He told me of the follow- 
ing-named persons, members of the order: Daniel H. Hoge, the lawyer 
living on the North Fork of the Roanoke River; William Harman and 
Captain Callahan, of the police; Capt. John Francis, formerly of 
_French’s battery, now sheriff-elect of the county of Montgomery. He 
told me this man had resigned his command, and his lieutenant had 
afterward carried the most of his command to the Yankee army. 
He also told us the organization was first formed in the county bya ~~ 
man named Horace Dean, about twelve months ago, who came on 
from Richmond, but whose home is in North Carolina, and that he 
passed through Carroll County, Va., on his way home. Also a man 
named Williams, a wheelwright in Christiansburg, belonging to the 
order, and William Burnett, a cabinetmaker, of same town, who was 
afterward seen and conversed with by McGill. Also one Randall 
Cardin, an initiating officer, who lives on the Pepper’s Ferry road, 
and one Bresser, nearby, and said there were some ten of them living 
there near together of the order, and of a lot of deserters on a place 
-called Tom’s Creek, and said they were supplied with powder and caps 
by members in Christiansburg to resist their capture. He mentioned 
in his conversation that the members of the order were bound to con- 
_ vey all the information they could obtain to the enemy, and to assist 
all deserters from ourarmy. On the following day, the 14th day of 
September, McGill and myself were seated on the platform in front of 
Rowsie’s dwelling; he, Rowsie, then told us that Capt. John Francis, 
then sitting a short distance from us with several persons around 
him, all belonged to the order, and that he was elected sheriff by rea- 
son of his being a member of the order, and also of Lawyer Daniel H. 
Hoge, of the same county, who was also a member of the order; that 
three-fourths at least of the people of the county were members, and 
in Floyd County nearly all the people, and in Giles and Montgomery, 
and also a greater part of the men of the Fifty-fourth Virginia Regi- 
ment also members, and that it was widely extending in the army near 
Petersburg. ; . 
We endeavored on the same evening to get an interview with Capt. 
John Francis. I sent Questine to ask him to meet us in room No. 4 
in the hotel; saw McGill; told him. We then went on to the room; 
remained there some time. Captain Francis did not come. I then 
asked McGill to go out and look for him. He went out, and saw Ques- 
tine go up and speak to Francis, who directly after mounted his horse 
and rode off without ourspeaking to him. We supposed he was afraid 
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we were not all right, and we thought the rest of the party seemed to 3 


be getting restless and uneasy from some cause or other. We left — 


Christiansburg and walked to the Montgomery Springs; left there next 
morning, Thursday, 15th, for Dublin Depot; then went ’over to New- 
bern; had an interview with Major Leory; started next morning from 
Newbern for Snowville; stopped on the route at Andy Hall’s, between 
the ferry and Snowville; found the family strong Union people. The 
women seemed to know all about the order; one of the women knew 
the passwords. I afterward heard they were members of the order. 
Andy Hall said his sons and son-in-law were in the brush, and would 
never serve in the Southern Army. Told them we were Union men 
in search of information to send to the Federal Army. They seemed — 
highly pleased. Andy Hall said he had never joined the order; that 
his recollection was so bad he could not remember the passwords, &e. 
When we left he walked with us and showed us the road; told us to 
stop at his brother’s, David P. Hall; that he was a member of the 
order. We then passed on to Snowville; staid all night. Left next 
morning, Saturday, the 17th, for Childress’ Store; passed by, came to 
the farm of William Childress, who, we had been informed, was a 
member of the order. Met him at home; passed sign and grip and 
passwords with him; found him to be a member of the order; had a 
conversation about the war and found him astrong Union man, much 
opposed to the war and the Confederacy. Told us his brothers, Tom 
and Stephen, were members, and invited us over to the distillery, where 
we met his brother Tom, a justice of the peace, who is a very strong 
Union man. He said, in conversation with McGill, that some man was 
making brandy, and would like to make some for Uncle Jeff; that he 
would make it all right. MceGillreplied he would put something in it, — 
would he not? Hesaid yes, seeming much pleased. There was alsoa 
cooper named Tom W. Terry, aviolent Union man. Capt. John Fran- 
cis came while we were there, and there was a great deal of private 
conversation among the party. Then we were afterward told by 
James Hight that they were consulting about killing usif they could 
find out whether we were spies sent there to find out what they were 
doing. When we were in the act of leaving, Stephen Childress advised 
us not to go on to Christiansburg, but to stop with Madison Smith, a 
preacher. 

We went on to Christiansburg next morning, Sunday, 18th; raining 
quite hard; went out to Preacher Smith’s; found him at home; went 
in; made the sign to him. He did not answer at first; seemed to be 
suspicious of us. We entered into conversation with him; told him 
we were recommended to come to see him by Stephen Childress, and, 
after talking sometime, told him, from conversation with Childress, 
I inferred he was a member of the Order of the Heroes of America; 
said he had heard of it; told him we were in search of information 
to take to the Federal Army. He was much in favor of the Yankees 
and opposed to the Confederate cause. Told us we need not be 
afraid to talk to him; told him McGill was going through the lines. 
During the time we were there a man named James Thompson came 
in. He was a violent Union man; said to be keeper of the poorhouse. 
After remaining three or four hours, we took our leave, and had 
gotten some 100 yards when Preacher Smith called to us. Wehalted; 
he came up to us and said he supposed we understood he was all 
right—that he was a preacher and must be cautious how he talked to 
strangers. Told him I supposed he was a member of the order; that 
he knew we were, and in as much danger as himself. He then 


ed he was; gave us the grip at parting and wisl 
sess at parting; then parted and went back to Christiansburg. 
next morning, Monday, 19th, for Montgomery Springs. Next 
uesday, 20th, went over to see Daniel H. Hoge; found him at 
€; engaged in conversation with him; passed sign with him; 
Gill said, ‘‘It’s gloomy times.” He said, ‘‘ Yes, they were gloomy.” 
nswered, ‘“‘ Yes, but we were looking for better.” Hoge asked 
what we were looking for. I answered, ‘‘A red and white cord.” He 
asked, ‘‘Why a cord?” I answered, ‘‘ Because it is safe for us and 
our families.” He then remarked it was a good cause. McGill said he 
thought it was. He then asked where we were from. I told him I 
belonged to Parker’s battery on Howlett’s farm, and was from Rich- 

mond. He asked me who was working in the cause in Richmond; 
told him I was not much in the city and could not tell him, but I 
knew the masses of the people were opposed to the war. He then 
asked me if the order had spread much in the army. We told him 
it was spreading rapidly. He said he never wanted to see the Con- 
federacy recognized. He also asked me how A. J. Crane and H. K. 
Ellyson, of the city, were in the cause; said he would like much to 
hear from him; urged me to see him and find out, and write to him 
if he belonged to the order, and to write how the cause was progress- 
ing in the city and army, and who was working. Told him I did not 
know if we should go back to Richmond. McGill told him he thought 


he should go through the lines and go to Alexandria. Hoge told him ~ 


he had betiter stay and work in the cause and try to elect members to 
_ the Legislature who were favorable to the call of a convention of 
States to settle the war. Said he would like to see John M. Botts, and 
would write to him if he knew how to get a letter to him, as he thought 
Botts could give him a great deal of information. Thought they 
could devise some means to stop the war. I told him I would convey 
the letter. He then asked me if I would write a few lines to Botts 
and request him to write to him (Hoge), and that he would like to 
meet Mr. Botts in Lynchburg, as his daughter was going to school 
there and he could go down there and see him without creating any 
suspicion. I promised to write to Mr. Botts and also to him (Hoge). 
Mr. Hoge told us this order was known to most of the officers in 
the Yankee army, and that the members of it were not molested by 
them, and that during the time the Yankees were at Blacksburg they 
picketed on the side of the mountain opposite his house, and that 
they were in the act of taking a horse from a woman, but upon being 
satisfied that the man was all right, or member of the order, they did 
not take the horse. They inquired of the woman who lived down there 
(meaning his, Hoge’s, place). She answered that if they knew that 
man as well as she did they would not molest him; that it was Daniel 
H. Hoge, and that he was opposed to the war from its commencement, 
and had been fighting against it ever since. They then said they 
would not interrupt him, and did not. He stated that he should have 
gone to Blacksburg while the Yankees were there, but that it was 
raining, and he could not walk, and that he could not ride without 
attracting too much notice, and that his wife was confined and opposed 
to his going; consequently did not go. He said he knew the Yankees 
would not take him prisoner or otherwise interfere with him. At 
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parting shook hands, gave us the grip of the order, wished us suc- . 


ain asked me to write; promised to do so. 
Sao | JNO. B. WILLIAMS. 
THOMAS McGILL. 
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WAR OFFICE, a 
November 9, 1864. 
Submitted by Major Carrington, provost-marshal, with assurances 


of the reliableness of the parties. 
R. G. H. KEAN, 
Chief of Bureaw of War. 


[Inclosure No. 6.] 


Report of Detectives. 


YINCASTLE, Monday, October 10. 
While sitting on the porch of J. & H. Guggenheimer the sign of 
secrecy of the Order of Heroes of America was given me by a man 
whom I afterward learned was named George Fellows, who was sit- 
-ting on his porch opposite. I answered him. In a few minutes he 
erossed the street toward me and gave me a sign to follow him. I 
went on and followed him into a ceilar. After getting in he said, 
“Three.” I answered, ‘‘Days.” He then said I was all right, and 
tock from his pocket a bottle of brandy and invited me todrink. He 
then told me he had been informed that there were two Yankee spies 
in town, and that I had been pointed out to him as one of them. He 
said he told the man he would find out, and that after giving me the 
sign and finding I was all right, that the man might go to the devil. 
He told me the head man of the order in the county lived in town, 
and he would like me tosee him. I told him I should like to have an 
interview with him. He told me his name was John Camper. About 
this time some man came in the cellar, when I walked out. The 
same evening of the 10th, McGill and myself were on the same porch, 
and I saw Fellows and another man sitting in a door opposite to us. 
Fellows made a sign toward the other man. From this I understood 
it to be John Camper. In a short time we got up and started down 
the street in the direction of Camper’s residence. Camper followed 
us. When he got to his gate he started in. We gave him the sign of 
secrecy. He answered: We then went through with the passwords. 
He then invited us in. We went in and took a seat on the porch; 
talked about the orde: and the war, &e. I asked him what the obli- 
gations of the order were; told him J understood they were, in part, 
to convey all the information to the Federal army that could be 
obtained and to assist deserters in passing through the country from 
. the Confederate army. He said yes; that was their obligation, and 
said the order was known by the Yankee officers, and that when the 
Yankees passed through the town that he asked them for a guard, 
and they posted two at his gate. He also told us that about 1,000 
deserters had passed through the country; that they passed around 
the town, flanking it. He told us the owner of the factory nearly 
opposite his house was a member of the order, and that his name was 
Amons. And the man who lived next above him was also a member. 
His name I did not learn. After some other conversation we took 
our leave. He gave us the grip at parting. 

We started on back to the hotel at which we were stopping. We 
were overtaken by a negro shoemaker, at whose house we had previ- 
ously met Fellows, and was told by him to look out, that the citizens 
of the town were making up a party to arrest us. We then met 
Fellows, who told us the same and advising us to leave town, and 
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1s to meet him in the cellar where we had met in the 
mised to meet him. We then went on to the hotel. T 
everal persons gathered and some excitement. After consul 7 
hought both had better not go. I remained, and McGill went | 


Rucker with his name on it, and the doctor would befriend him. 


5 This man Fellows was walking on a crutch, but said he was perfectly 


well and could walk as well as ever, and that he could walk thirty | 
miles per day. The negro who was working in the shop said he had 
seen me in the Yankee army that passed through the town—was cer- 
tain I was the man. I told him to keep that a secret, and I think he 
did. He told us we need not be afraid to talk to Fellows; that he was | 


allright. Fellows said he could get through the lines in three nights. | 


Next day, the 11th instant, met Fellows at the same shop. As we 
were about to leave he told us we had better go, as the citizens were 
watching us, and that his wife had been about town and the citizens 
were talking a good deal about us. Said we were lying about in the 
free negro houses; advised us to leave before the enrolling officer 
came. 


detective officers from Richmond, and if he thought it true we would 
not live to get to the depot. The negro shoemaker said there would 
be the damnedest running off among the negroes of the town ina 
short time that ever was heard of. 

We took leave of Fellows and the negro and started on the road for 
Bonsack’s Depot; stopped at the pottery of the Noffsinders, about one 


mile from Fincastle, who we understood were members of the order, 


but they were absent. We went on and stopped all night with a 
Dunkard preacher by the name of Nininger, said to be a member of 
the order. He would not give us the signs or passwords. He had 
been arrested a few days previous and was, I suppose, suspicious © 
of us. In conversation found him opposed to the war and of strong 
Union sentiment. We proposed to pay for our supper and lodging; 
he asked us if we had anything besides Confederate money, that he 
did not care about that; told him we had not. He then said his 
daughter had to have her bonnet fixed, and she could use it in that 
way. We then paid him $10. We left next morning by daylight. 
Walked on to a Mr. Ben Broumore, another Dunkard preacher. 
Found him at the Told him we had called to see if we could 
get breakfast with him. Told him we had stayed all night with Nin- 
inger and had to leave before breakfast in order to reach the train in 
time. McGill then gave him the sign. He smiled. Mr. McGill 
remarked, ‘‘It is gloomy times.” He said, ‘Yes, very gloomy.” I 
answered yes, but we were looking for better. He then asked what 
we were looking for. I answered, ‘‘A red and white cord.” He asked, 
‘““Why acord?” I replied, “Because it is safe for us and our fami- 
lies.” He then asked us to the house. We went in, sat down, talked 
about the order and the war; spoke of the order and how it had 
spread in the Army. We spoke of the Fifty-fourth Virginia Regiment 
and said most of the men belonged to the order. He told us that most 
all of the Twenty-second had been initiated in the order and that a 
great many of them had deserted, which he said was a good thing, and 


1 see him. On the same day in the forenoon we had an inter- 
_ view with Fellows in the shop of this negro shoemaker. He inquired _ 

_ of us about Doctor Rucker and hiscommand. He wanted to find out 
where it was. Said he was going to start through the lines in a night 
or two. Said his.wife had a ring which was given to her by Doctor 


He told McGill in the morning that he had been told we were c¢ 
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after some other conversation invited us to breakfast, after whicn we 
left. We shook hands at parting; he gave us the grip of the order. 
. JNO. B. WILLIAMS. 
= e THOS. MoGILL. 


[Indorsement. ] 


RicHmMonD, November 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Honorable Secretary of War. 
These men were sent by your direction to aid Commissioner Leory 
in his investigations. I consider them reliable. 
I. H. CARRINGTON, 
Provost-Marshal. 


{Inclosure No. 7.] 


‘DUBLIN, VA., November 4, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: After consultation yesterday we all concluded it would be 
advisable for Mr. Bocock to return to Richmond and obtain your 
opinion on an important point that now presents itself. We are 
ready to make arrests. I have the names of over 100- persons, and 
evidence against most of them, but we have thought it desirable to 
make the arrests by military authority, and that cannot be done 
unless the writ of habeas corpus be suspended. We wish to know 
whether the President will apply to Congress for the suspension, 
and also concerning the probability of the compliance on the part of 
Congress. Mr. Bocock will also explain other points to you. He 


appears to doubt that the legislation of Congress will reach the case _ . 


of treasonable organizations. We had a consultation yesterday con- 
cerning these matters with Generals Breckinridge and Echols. They 
are prepared to do what we conclude is best. 

The last act of Congress suspending the writ of habeas corpus 
enumerated the cases in which arrests could be made, and covered 
all the cases that could occur here. It appears to me of the greatest 
importance that the writ should be suspended. Mr. Johnston, a dis- 
tinguished lawyer in Abingdon (a nephew of General Joe Johnston), 
writes to General Echols that the secret order is growing fearfully in 
that part of the country. I have sent my two detectives there. 

I write in some haste to give this letter to Mr. Bocock, who leaves 
this morning. 

Iam, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. LEORY. 


[{Inclosure No. 8.] 


RICHMOND, November 8, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War Confederate States of America: 

Str: I deem it my duty to call your attention to the condition of 
things in Southwestern Virginia, and to urge upon you, and through 
you upon the other authorities, the necessity of the adoption of prompt 
and vigorous measures in order to remedy the evils which now exist 
in that region. It has been observed for several months past that 
the number of deserters in that department have been rapidly increas- 
ing, and that they have come from the two armies of Virginia and 
from the army of Georgia. In some counties of the department these 
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ar d themselves into gangs and companies, and 
_bold enough and strong enough to defy the police and enro re 
uards of the counties where they were, and to make it necessary to — 
nd in pursuit of them strong military detachments. In some coun- 
s they have been very bold and have openly set the laws of the 
ountry at defiance, and have committed and are committing many 
outrages upon the property and persons of our respectable and loyal 
people. It has been found very difficult to capture or drive from the 
country these deserters, because they are supported and sustained in — 
_ every way by the disloyal citizens ofthat section, and when pressed 
by a superior force they scatter and take refuge in the great moun- 
tains of Southwestern Virginia, where it is almost impossible to reach 
_ them thus scattered, and where they are supplied with all that they 
may need by their friends at the expense of the loyal citizens of 
property in their vicinity. : : E 
A secret and treasonable organization has been in existence in the 
department for many months and has lately been increasing in size 
and importance with great rapidity. It numbers among its members 
- quite a large number of men of some local influence in the respective 
counties in which they live, among whom are to be found some pro- 
fessional men and officers of the law of the State of Virginia. This 
organization was formed originally at the suggestion of the Yankee 
authorities, and has scattered over the country now what are called _ 
their initiating officers. Persons who are received into it are bound 
by the most solemn oaths not to disclose the secrets of the society or 
order. They are all bound to communicate to the enemy at all times 
all information which they can convey which may be of value. They 
bind themselves in the event of any invasion of the country by the 
enemy to furnish all needed information as to the roads of the coun- 
try, and to notify the invaders at all times of any approaching dan- 
ger. In return for these and other services to be rendered it is under- 
stood that the Yankee authorities have promised protection to the 
persons and property of these people. They have adopted a badge 
by which they recognize one another. They have also adopted a sys- 
tem of signs and grips and passwords only to be communicated to the 
initiated. The more ignorant classes of the country have been 
induced to join the organization by the promise of a division here- 
after among them of the property of the loyal Southern citizens. 
It is reported and believed to be true that in the State elections of 
last spring one of this order was elected sheriff of an important 
county in that portion of the State, and several justices of the peace 
‘are known to be connected with it. Earnest efforts have of late been 
made to enlist the soldiers into the order, and it is known that these 
efforts have been successful to a certain extent. Information has 
been communicated lately which leads to the belief that a consider- 
able number of the order are now in the Army of the Valley of Vir- 
ginia, and that some of the soldiers in the army of General Hood, 
from Virginia, are also members. As a consequence of this a com- 
pany of Virginia soldiers in this latter army who were on picket are 
said lately to have gone over to the enemy in a body. Of course the 
spread or adoption of the doctrines or purposes of this organization 
by any considerable number of our soldiers would be disastrous to us 
in the extreme. 
This, then, sir, is the condition of the Department of Southwestern 
Virginia, and some active, energetic measures must at once be adopted 
to crush out the treason which has so rapidly spread itself over that 
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section of the Confederacy. It will be impossible to reach eff 1 
the leading parties by the ordinary processes of law. They ar 


banded together that in the courts they could and would prove any- ’ 


thing which they might desire. 

In order to show the spirit which actuates these people it is proper 
that you should know that in two of the counties of Southwestern 
Virginia they have recently organized what they call a ‘“‘new State,” 
for which they elected a governor and lieutenant-governor, &¢., and 
that in this same vicinity there was organized a brigade of deserters, 
for which was chosen a leader who was denominated “ general.” 

This order has spread itself into East Tennessee and North Caro- 
lina. I make this communication, briefly and hurriedly, with the 
hope that I may have an opportunity of going more into details soon 
in a personal interview, but if I do not I desire to.impress upon the 
authorities the knowledge of the serious and alarming condition of 
things of which I have spoken and the absolute necessity of the use 
of the most decisive measures in relation thereto. 


T have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigader- General. 


[Inclosure No. 9.] 


RICHMOND, November 8, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your instrue- 
tions I last week visited Southwest Virginia for the purpose of 
assisting Major Leory, commissioner, in certain important proceedings 
which he contemplated instituting. Upon investigation I ascertained 
the following facts to be true: That there éxists in many of the 
counties embraced in his commission an organized secret association, 
the members of which readily distinguish each other by certain pass- 
words, grips, and other tokens of recognition communicated only to 
those who are initiated into it. Upon being admitted into the asso- 
ciation the person admitted is required to take an oath to perform 
faithfully the duties imposed upon its members and, on penalty of 
death, not to divulge its secrets. The duties required are to encour- 
age and facilitate desertion from the Confederate Army; to protect 
deserters and aid them in avoiding detection and arrest; to give 
information tothe Federal troops of all facts which may enable them 


to strike a successful blow; to warn them of attacks meditated” 


against them; to give information of the position, movements, num- 
bers, and condition of the Confederate forees; to guide the enemy in 
their march through the country; to point out for destruction the 
property of loyal citizens; and, in short, to do everything and give all 
information which may contribute to the success of the Federal and 
the defeat of the Confederate cause, except only that they are not 
required to take up arms. 

This organization has its headquarters in the United States, and of 
its character and purposes the Federal soldiers in the field seem to 
be well informed, so that they allow all members thereof residing on 
Confederate soil freely to pass in and out of their lines. The induce- 
ments offered to persons in the South to unite in the organization are 
exemptions from military service; protection to theit persons and 
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y during tl e war; and, at tho conclusion thereof, pat 
ivisio the real estate of loyal citizens. In the ex 


estern counties of the State of Virginia this organization 


embracing already many of the most prominent and influential mem- 
_ bers of society. In some counties justices of the peace and in one the 
sheriff-elect are known to belong to it and to have been elected by 
the votes and influence of its members. Throughout the section of 


country where it exists there are many deserters from the army, who, _ 


concealed by its members, lurk along the highways and fall upon and 

‘rob loyal citizens when found alone or unprotected, and in some 

“instances they have entered the houses of such citizens and plundered 
them. So numerous and efficient is the organization that though 
the military authorities in that department are vigilant and active in 
their efforts to arrest the deserters, yet their efforts are rendered 
almost fruitless by the facilities for concealment and escape rendered 
them on every hand by the members thereof. 

_ The proofs of the existence of this organization and of its extensive 
prevalence and rapid growth, and of the names and localities of many 
of its members, are of such a character as to exclude all doubt. Such 
was the evil as to the remedy for which I was called on to advise. It 
was easy to say arrest the deserters and punish them, but how arrest 
them, while at every turn they were concealed and warned of the 
approach of the force sent to arrest them? It appeared to me to be 
indispensable, first, to break up the organization by which they were 
sheltered, and then alone would their apprehension become practica- 
ble. But how to break up this organization was the real difficulty. 

The members of it are persons who are above the conscript age, or 
are exempt from military duty, and are therefore not liable to seizure 
by military authority and trial before the military courts. If arrested 
and brought to trial before the civil courts, the evidence being only 
that such an organization exists for such purposes and with such 
designs and that the parties on trial are members of it, there being 


ho evidence that any particular person did or assisted. in doing any ~ 


of the acts proved, it would be almost impossible to fix guilt on any 
individual so as to secure his conviction. The results of the organi- 
zation appear, their agency is manifestly exerted, but there is no 
evidence and none likely to be obtained to prove who has acted. 

The organization is extending itself daily, and, for other more daring 
deeds, is gathering strength and awaiting its opportunity. Before 
that opportunity occurs, it must be struck down or it will become 
fearfully potent. 

I have advised that the law as it now stands affords no adequate 
remedy for the evil; none but such as, if attempted to be applied, 
would by the very failure 1o suppress, stimulate the growth of the 
association. My opinion is clear that the only mode of successfully 
combating this alarming evil is by military authority, which can only 
be done upon legislation providing for its exercise and relieving it 
of interference by the civil authorities by the writ of habeas corpus 
or otherwise, until the treason is effectually suppressed. 

Respectfully submitted. 

N. F. BOCOCK. 


idly increasing in numbers, extending also into the State of North — 
rolina and eastward into many of the counties of Virginia and 
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[Inclosure No. 10.] 
Report of Detectives. 


In the jail at Abingdon, on the 2d of November, conversed with the 
following men and found them members of the Order of Heroes of 
America: ; 

First. John Gardner, with whom we exchanged signs and pass- 
words. He told us which way to go to get out of the lines; to go by 
the way of Estillville, of this county, and through Scott County into 

Tennessee. Told us nearly all the people in the lower end of the 
county of Washington and in county of Scott were members of the 

order, and that John Hamilton, the sheriff of the county, was a mem- 
ber of the order and would assist us any time, day or night, that we 
would call on him, to pass through the lines, and.that a man named 
Dorton was also a member and would assist us. __ 

Second. Harrison Bowman, a member, also told us that John Ham- 
ilton, sheriff, was a member and would assist us in getting through 
the lines, and with provisions, and that he lived on the south side of 
the North Fork of the Holston River; also told us of one William Dor- 
ton, a member, who would assist us. Told us most any of the people 
in that part of the country would assist us in getting off. He told 
McGill that he had written a letter, which had been found upon his 

little boy, describing the way for the enemy to come in and capture 
the post of Abingdon, where the arms were kept, how the jail was 
situated, &c., but said the authorities would have to prove that he 
wrote it. He told us he had been staying out in the bushes for some 
length of time with some fifteen others, and that in one hour more he 
would have gotten off, as all his arrangements had been made to 
leave. He said he expected the enemy to come in there in a few days. 

Third. A man whose name I did not learn, who gave us the signs 
and passwords of the order. This man was dressed in a straw hat 
and a bedquilt over his shoulder made in squares. McGill says there 
are some five others in the same part of the jail, members of the order. 

On the train between Dublin and Lynchburg found two members 
of the order sent from Wytheville; told us they were members; passed 
the signs and passwords with them; one of them was E. B. Petrie, 
from Forsyth County, N. C.; said the order was extensive in that 
country; the other, Linville Price, deserter from the Thirty-fourth 
North Carolina Regiment, from Ashe County, N.C. I think valuable 
information may be gotten from these men. They are confined now 
in Castle Thunder, 


JNO. B. WILLIAMS. 
THOS. McGILL. 


[Indorsement. ] 


NOVEMBER 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Honorable Secretary of War. 
I. H. CARRINGTON, 
Provost-Marshal. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 8, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 
SIR: T have received a resolution adopted. by the House of Repre- 
- sentatives on the 14th of June, 1864, and referred by Your Excellency 
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- Cabin: = 
his Department, requesting the President ‘ ‘to transmit to the House 
he commencement of the next session a tabular statement showing | 


_ the product in each State of the ‘tax in kind’ for the year 1863, said 

statement to exhibit the quantity of each article paid by the several 
_ States, the aggregate quantity contributed by all the States, and the 
_ value thereof, estimated as in cases of impressment.” In response, I 


have the honor to transmit herewith a letter and tabular statement 
prepared by Lieut. Col. Larkin Smith, assistant quartermaster-general, 
in charge of the tax in kind, with the approval of the Quartermaster- 
General, giving the information called for by the House.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, Ala., November 8, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.: 


_ GENERAL: Herewith I forward copies of a communication from 
Governor Watts and my reply thereto; also copies of a note of inquiry 
from the commandant of conscripts and my response thereto, as 
well also a printed copy of a general order issued by Governor Watts, 
dated October 21, 1864. These papers are forwarded as information — 
and for such action as to the Department may seem proper. I shall 
obey the orders given me, meeting force with force. 
Iam, general, very respectiully, &c., : 
J. M. WITHERS, 


Major-General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, Ala., November 8, 1864. 
General J. M. WITHERS: 


DEAR SiR: I learn that some of your enrolling officers have been 
taking by force officers of the State, holding not only my certificates, 
but those of Colonel Lockhart, commandant of conscripts. This 
state of things cannot long exist without a conflict between the Con- 
federate and State authorities. I shall be compelled to protect my 
State officers with all the forces of the State at my command. I hope 
you will see the importance of preventing such a condition of things 
by instructing your enrolling officers as to their duties. I did not 
expect to be under the necessity of writing to you on this subject 
after the conversation with me ten days since. I shall be pleased to 
hear from you on this subject. 

Very respectfully, T. H. WATTS, 
Governor of Alabama. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 
HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, November 8, 1864. 
His Excellency THomas H. WATTS, 
Governor of Alabama: 

DEAR SiR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

communication of this date in which you state that you ‘‘learn that 


*See p. 800. + Order not found. 
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some of your (my) enrolling officers have been taking by force officers 
of the State holding, not only my (your) certificates, but those of 
Colonel Lockhart, commandant of conscripts.” As you do not specify 
any instance in which force has been used by enrolling officers to put 
‘officers of the State” in Confederate service, I am left without the 
information indispensable to instituting such investigation as would 
enable me to correct abuses, if any exist, and, if not, to the giving 
you correct explanations. No instructions have been given to enroll- 
ing officers not required by orders and instructions forwarded to me 
by the War Department. My personal feelings and my sense of policy 
and duty have united in making me most anxious to perpetuate the 
most frank and cordial co-operation with you in the discharge of the 
duties assigned me. For this purpose I have deferred to your wishes 
whenever I had the discretion to do so, and when I have had no dis- 
cretion the subject of difference has been promptly referred to the 
War Department. Thus, in reference to the instructions to hold all 
persons liable to the Confederate service between the ages of seven- 
teen and fifty years, and not to recognize the claims to exemption by 
any of these, should such claims be based on elections to State officers 
occurring subsequently to the 17th of February last, your communica- 
tion was immediately forwarded to the Department. As no response 
has been received and no change in my instructions given, you know 
too well the obligations of an officer to suppose that I would hold a 
commission and fail or refuse to obey the orders given me. 

In the conversation to which you allude there were three subjects to 
which I called your attention, and on which I thought there was at last 
a full agreement. - The first was as to State officers, and to prevent 
conflict I requested to be furnished with a list of those pronounced 
by you indispensable and therefore exempt. No such list has been 
received and hence no specific instructions could be given by me. 
The second was as to persons liable to service in the reserve who had 
avoided that service by joining militia companies. ‘The third was as 
to parties between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years in militia 
companies whose furloughs and details had been revoked and who 
were therefore liable to general service. In reference to each of these 
classes I understood that you would issue orders to have them turned 
over to the enrolling officers. Yet from your note in reference to 
Captain Stark’s company I was induced to believe that you still con- 
tended for the right to retain both classes in your militia companies 
so long as they were considered on duty. You cannot regret any 
conflict between State and Confederate States authority more than 
I do, yet you must recollect that whilst I hold a commission I can only 
exercise such discretion as is given me. That when none is given me 
I must carry out orders, and in doing so that I am in duty bound to 
use such force as may be absolutely necessary to insure success. 
Permit me, then, to suggest that in all cases where no discretion is 
given and in which there is possibility of conflict you address yourself 
to the Confederate Government, which, like the State government, is 
not so restricted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. M. WITHERS, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, . 
Montgomery, Ala., November 8, "1864. 

JOHN C. BURCH, 

_ Assistant Adjutant- General, Hdqrs. Reserves, Alabama: 


lease inform me if paragraph V, General Grates No. 11, 4s 
ended as a revocation of all certificates of exemption as State Offi- 
cers heretofore granted by the commandants of conscripts upon the 
_ certificate of His Excellency the Governor of Alabama, where such 
certificates are held by persons between the ages of seventeen and 
_ fifty years, and where the parties have been elected or appointed to 
_ such State offices since the 17th of February, 1864. 

'— Very respectfully, ee obedient servant, 

= we C- LOCKHART, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Commandant. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES, 

Montgomery, November- 8, 1864. 
: _Lieutenant-Colonel LOCKHART, 
Commandant of Conseripts : 


COLONEL: In response to your communication of this date inquir- 
ing as to the intention of paragraph V, General Orders, No. 11, issued 
from these headquarters, I am directed by the major-general com- 
-manding to say that the Secretary of War has decided that ‘‘all men 
between seventeen and fifty were enrolled by the act of 17th of Feb- 
7 _ ruary, 1864.” He also decided in the case of Andrew J. Perry, from 
3 Lowndes County: 

i If this party has been elected a justice of the peace since the 17th of February 
he is not entitled to exemption. 
F From this you will perceive that certificates of exemption to per- 
sons between seventeen and fifty years of age claiming to be State 
Officers who have been elected since February 17, 1864, are inopera- 
tive and void. They avail nothing to protect persons “holding them 
from being put into the Confederate service. 
Respectfully, 


ow SR Oe 


JNO. C. BURCH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: RICHMOND, VA., November 9, 1864. 
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

I herewith transmit for your consideration a communication from 
the Secretary of War,* showing that a dangerous conspiracy exists in 
some of the counties of Southwestern Virginia and in the neighboring 
portions of North Carolina and Tennessee, which it is found imprac- 
ticable to suppress by the ordinary course of law. The facts are so 
fully exhibited by the report and accompanying papers, herewith 
submitted, that I consider it unnecessary to repeat them or to do more 
than invite your early attention to disclosures upon which I deem it 
my duty to recommend the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus 


*See p. 802, 
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in order that full efficacy may be given to the military power for the 
repression of the evil. 2 Se 

It may be proper here to add that after the expiration of the term 
for which the writ was suspended serious embarrassment was encoun- 
tered, particularly at Mobile, Wilmington, and Richmond, on account 
of the inability of the military authorities to arrest and hold suspected 
persons against whom the testimony was sufficient to give full assur- 
ance that they were spies or holding treasonable communication with 
the enemy, though legal proof could not be adduced to secure their com- 
mitment and conviction by the courts either because of the character 
- of the evidence or of the necessity for concealing the sources of infor- 
mation, which were not infrequently within the enemy’s lines. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Montaomery, November 9, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Unless you interfere there will be a conflict between the Confeaer- 
ate and State authorities. Officers of the State cannot be consecribed 
without the consent of the State. I learn that your enrolling officers 
have instructions to enroll officers of the State who have been elected 
since the 17th of February, 1864. I deny such right and will resist 
it with all the forces of the State. The police officers of Selma have 
been enrolled by force. These officers are indispensable to the 
administration of the State government. General Withers says he 
has no discretion. An early reply requested. 

T. H. WATTS, 
Governor of Alabama. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 9, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor WILLIAM SMITH: 


GOVERNOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24th ultimo, covering a copy of the resolutions passed at 
a meeting of the Governors of Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, held at Augusta, Ga., Octo- 
ber 17, 1864,* and am, 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 9, 1864. 
Maj. THomAs Hupson, 
Commandant of Conscripts, Enterprise, Miss.: ‘ 

My DEAR SiR: I have received your letter of September 29, and 
found pleasure in complying with the request which it conveyed by 
assigning you to duty as commandant of conscripts for the State of 
Mississippi as well as of the camp at Enterprise. You need no assur- 
ance of my friendly interest in you, and I trust that the country will 
receive from your energy and zeal in this new position all the benefits 
which your past services entitle us to expect. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


*See p. 7385. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 10, 1864. — 
_ Governor T. H. Warts, 

. Montgomery, Ala.: ; 
Officers of the State of Alabama, certified by you to be necessary 
to State administration, are exempt. Officers of the police of Selma 
_are, I suppose, not considered as State officers. Cannot the courts 
decide? I only wish to,enforce the laws, and deprecate conflict with 

the authorities of the State. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAI’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., November 10, 1864. 
Maj. GARNETT ANDREWS, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., General Gardner’s Headquarters : 


MaJor: In reply to your application I am instructed by the Hon- 
orable Secretary of War to say that your original authority ‘to enlist 
a battalion of infantry from among the foreigners now prisoners of 
war at Millen, Andersonville, and other points in Georgia” is enlarged 


to the extent that you are now authorized to effect such enlistments ~~ 


among the same class of prisoners confined in any of the military 
prisons under the control of Brigadier-General Gardner. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Judge Campbell wishes to see you with reference to an officer whom 
he recommends to be connected with your proposed organization. 
J BEE 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. BRANDON, 
Commanding Reserves of Mississippi, Enterprise, Miss.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th ultimo, addressed to the Adju- 
tant-General, has been referred to me. I regret seriously that any 
difference of opinion exists between the Governor of Mississippi and 
yourself in relation to the liability of men to military service under 
the laws of conscription, especially that which directs the organization 
of the reserves. 

I depreeate any conflict with the State authorities on this or any 
other subject, but as head of this Department and an officer acting 
under Confederate authority I am bound to administer and enforce 
the acts of Congress according to their fair and just intendment. 
Those acts being, as I am bound to consider, and as I believe they 
undoubtedly are, constitutional, form a part of the supreme law of the 
land and are obligatory upon all, not less on the State authorities 
than those of the Confederacy. By those acts all persons of the mili- 
tary age prescribed are placed at once in the service of the Confed- 
eracy. They cannot, therefore, longer be the subjects of enrollment 
or enlistment for State troops. Doubt might exist in regard to the 
operation of the law upon such troops as had been previously consti- 
tuted, in the language of the Constitution, troops of war by any State, 
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but none ean arise as to those who had not been previously recruited 
or who were mere militia. All such, therefore, are liable to conscrip- 
tion, or to organization as reserves, according to their ages, and the 
plain duty is incumbent, both upon this Department and its officers, 
to proceed with all courtesy and respect, but with firmness, to execute 
the law. As far as I can perceive, the organizations formed by the 
Governor of Mississippi are purely those of militia. They cannot, 
therefore, present any claim for exemption from the operation of these 
laws, and however reluctant to contravene the views of the Governor, 
I see no alternative for the Department or yourself but to proceed to 
claim the members liable to service with the Army or the reserves. 
You will, of course, do this in a manner as conciliatory and respect- 
ful as may be compatible with the performance of duty, explaining to 
the Governor the construction placed by the Department upon the 
laws and your instructions in respect to them. 


Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 271. Richmond, November 14, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


II. The Thirtieth Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Andrew Young, 
with the addition of the four companies raised under authority of the 
War Department where the conscript act. could not be enforced, will 
constitute the Eleventh Regiment Georgia Cavalry. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., November 14, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: . 

Str: I am here for a single day to attend to the business of my 
office, and shall return in the morning to the command in front of 
Atlanta. I was gratified to receive your letter* approving my course 
and policy in reference to the militia, and beg to say that nothing 
has been done or said to yield the claim of the Confederate Govern- 
ment upon the detailed men when the militia is not engaged in active 
service. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, &e., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS, 


Petersburg, Ni 1 
Hon. James A. SEDDON, g, November 14, 1864 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: Brig. Gen. J. G. Martin, who has been on duty at Salisbury 
for some days, informs me from the inquiries he made he thinks 2,000 


* October 81, p. 748. 


wate nh 


een given to several persons by the War Department, and that 
ompany officers are to be elected by the members of the com- 
y. If they are taken from among themselves I fear they may be 
neither effective nor reliable. How would it answer to organize these 
men into the Regular Army, with officers appointed by the President, 
_and the whole under one good officer? The men could then be placed 
in camp, instructed, and disciplined. By the spring they would 
_ make a valuable addition to the Army. General Martin thinks that 
_by proper management this force could be increased to 7,000 or 8,000. 
The subject is respectfully referred to you for consideration. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES, MISSISSIPPI, 
Enterprise, November 15, 1864. 
His Excellency President JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
: Richmond, Va.: 

MR. PRESIDENT: I have the honor to bring a matter to your imme- 
diate attention, which I deem to be of the most vital importance at 
this crisis of our affairs. Early in September last Governor Clark, 
of this State, issued a proclamation calling for six-months’ volunteers. 
As he did not restrict the officers, authorized by his order to raise these 
companies, to the militia, I addressed him a communication to know 
whether he proposed to admit the men of the military age or of the 
reserve classes into this organization of State volunteers. He 
answered, ‘‘I propose to receive volunteers for six months without 
regard to age,” against which I protested and telegraphed his answer 
(a copy of which is inclosed, marked A) to the Department, and asked 
for instructions. I adopted this course, because I was unofficially 
informed by Judge Fisher, now a colonel of one of the State volun- 
teer regiments, that the Governor had had a correspondence with the 
Honorable Secretary of War on the subject, and that he did not dis- 
sent from his right to take these men into his volunteer organization. 
Governor Clark reiterated nearly the same to me at a subsequent 
interview on the subject, viz: Though the Secretary did not concur, 
yet he made no objection to his right to thé men of all ages. I 
brought the matter to the attention of Lieutenant-General Taylor, and 
he replied that he had said to Governor Clark it made no difference 
who got the men out, as they were to be assigned to the command of 
the officers of the C. 8. Army in the field. 

I dissented from the general’s views and told him it had operated 
very prejudicially both to the business of conscription and the enroll- 
ment of the reserves. Previously to the Governor’s action the men 
were enrolling themselves quite rapidly. Now force has to be used 
to compel them, and as all the organized regiments of cavalry of the 
reserves were at the front, the business of conscription and enrollment 
had in a great measure ceased. 

This organization will undoubtedly be a weak one, for the reason 
that the men who were rushing into it were those who had skulked 
the service from the beginning of the war. They will not be amen- 
able to the courts-martial of the C.S. Army, and their courts-martial 
would be composed of officers of same class, who would sympathize 
with the men, and their findings and execution of the sentences would 
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foreigners now held there as prisoners of war could be. ‘oak 
in our service. He also states that authority for this purpose 


824 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


be a farce. Neither discipline nor good order could be preserved 
and the troops would be very inefficient, and I fear when they come 
to act against the enemy will disgrace both themselves and their State. 
In opposition to the Governor’s claim, I replied to him, the Consti- 
tution empowered the Congress to provide an army for the common 
defense. The States had accepted the act of conscription and it was 
now being carried into effect to provide and sustain such a force. If 
he was right in regard to his powers under the Constitution the Gov- 
ernors of the States could defeat the measure, and the Government of 
the Confederate States of America would be powerless to provide an 
army for the general defense, for the men liable to conseription or 
enrollment would go into the State service in preference to being 
enlisted into the general service. As an evidence of the truth of this 
they are now going into that. organization, even after being enrolled 
by the conscript officers, instead of reporting to the camp of instruc- 
tion. And it will be very difficult to get them out; to effect which I 
issued a general order to have every man reported who has taken this 
course, with the intention to assign them to the general service. 
After having telegraphed the Department in regard to this matter 
I made a written report, forwarding with it copies of all papers to 
General Cooper and asking for instructions. Two months have now 
passed without my receiving instructions. Deeming it a matter of too 
much importance to be passed over, I have presumed on your indul- 
gence to bring it to your immediate attention. I feel seriously embar- 
rassed, for I fear it will operate a failure of my exertions to get the 
men in the field. I am anxious to do my whole duty in the position 
you have done me so much honor by placing me, and will carry out 
your instructions to the best of my abilities. 
I have the honor to be, with great regard, your obedient servant, 
W. L. BRANDON, 
General, Comdg. Reserve Forces of the State of Mississippi. 
[Indorsement.] 


DECEMBER 10, 1864. 
Secretary of War for perusal and remarks. 


J. D. 
[Inclosure.] 


A. 
Macon, September 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. L. BRANDON, : 
Enterprise, Miss.: 
GENERAL: The State of Mississippi has to defend herself in future. 
For this defense I propose to receive volunteers for six months with- 
out regard to age. If mustered into State service previous to enroll- 


ment or conscription, I have no doubt of my right to them as “‘ troops 
of war” of the State. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, 
CHAS. CLARK, 
Governor of Mississippi. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 17, 186 
General R. E. LEE, ae: ene 


Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 14th instant, and to thank you for the sigeenticde tates 


= Pi 
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| in it relative to the enlistments for our Army of the foreigners — 

ng the prisoners of war held by us. For some time past my 
attention has been attracted to that mode of recruiting, and I have 
given to officers supposed to be competent, in several instances, per- 
‘mits to raise battalions, directing them to prefer Irish and French, 
and to enlist no citizens of the United States. The latter, especially 
native born, I hold in great distrust. I preferred to form battalions 
to regiments, because I doubted the expediency of having so many of 
this material together as a regiment required. 
While authorizing the formation of these few battalions: as an 
experiment, I all the time preferred, and directed the officers of 
prisons to promote, general enlistments and the distribution of the 
men enlisted among the regiments of our different armies, selecting, 
as far as practicable, those which had been originally composed of 

_ foreign material. I have, too, authorized several officers, whose com- 
: mands had been greatly depleted, to recruit for them from this 
source. Among others, General York, while wounded here, has 
obtained this permission and proposes to visit the prisons, taking 
with him one or more Catholic chaplains, whose influence, he thinks, 
may be profitably exercised upon those of the same religious persua- 

_ sion. I shall be pleased to give similar authority to recruit to any 

officers in your army whom you may recommend, and who are willing 
in that way to replenish their commands. 

You have, I believe, a Virginia battalion, originally composed of 
Irish, now greatly reduced by the casualties of service, which might, 
probably, in that way be re-established in numbers and efficiency. I 
have applied to Congress to give the power of appointing officers 
whenever new organizations are formed from such material. I pre- 
sume this power will be granted to the Executive. In the absence of 
such power, with one battalion alone, first organized, I resorted to the 
form of an election, the men readily accepting and electing such 
officers as were presented to them; but I considered the precedent a 
bad one, and that it would be dangerous to allow such a privilege to 
continue, as in filling vacancies hereafter they might really exercise 
the privilege of selection for which they would be qualified neither 
by intelligence nor trustworthiness. 

The suggestion made by you to enlist these men for the Regular 
Army will be submitted to the President; but as we have not the 
requisite officers of the Confederate Army, and serious objection is 
entertained tothe permanent appointment of such officers during the 
war, I think it preferable to obtain, if practicable, the power of 
appointing from Congress, and to enlist for the Provisional Army. 


Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., November 17, 1864. 
General A. R. WRIGHT and OTHERS, 
Milledgeville, Ga.: 

Yours of the 11th received, with copy of resolutions inclosed.* I 
had no previous knowledge of them. The first and second are truths 
often declared; the third, if fairly construed, is but the announce- 
ment of our theory of government, but under existing circumstances 


* Neither letter nor inclosure found, but see résumé in Davis to Wright e7 al., 
next, vost. 
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its terms might suggest conclusions injurious to the recognition of 


the compact between the Confederate States. The rest are regarded 
by me as objectionable, if not dangerous. Will reply more fully by 


mail. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, VA:, November 17, 1864. 


The Honorable Senators of Georgia, Messrs. A. R. WRIGHT, T. L. 
GuERRY, J. M. CHAMBERS, THOMAS E. LLoyD, FRED. H. WEsT, and 
Ro. B. NISBET: 


GENTLEMEN: I answered by telegram your letter of the 11th instant 
this morning, as requested, and now respectfully comply with your 
desire that I should express my views on the subject to which you 
invite my attention. In forwarding to me the resolutions introduced 
in the House of Representatives of Georgia by Mr. Stephens, of Han- 
cock, you state that you are not inclined to favor the passage of these 
or any similar resolutions, believing them to have a tendency to cre- 
ate divisions among ourselves and to unite and strengthen our ene- 
mies, but that it is to assert in Milledgeville that I favor such action 
on the part of the States, and would be pleased to see Georgia cast 
her influence in that way. You are kind enough to say that if this 
be true, and that if the passage of these or similar resolutions would 
in the slightest degree aid or assist me in bringing the war to a suc- 
cessful and speedy close, you will give them your earnest and hearty 
support. I return you my cordial thanks for this expression of con- 
fidence, but assure you that there is no truth in the assertions which 
you mention, and I presume that you will already have seen by the clos- 
ing part of my annual message, which must have reached you since 
the date of your letter, that I have not contemplated the use of any 
other agency in treating for peace than that established by the Con- 
stitution of the Confederate States. That agency seems to me to be 
well adapted to its purpose and free from the injurious consequences 
that would follow any other means that have been suggested. 

The objection to separate State action which you present in your 
letter appears to be so conclusive as to admit noreply. The immedi- 
ate and inevitable tendency of such distinct action by each State is 
to create discordant instead of united counsels; to suggest to our 
enemies the possibility of a dissolution of the Confederacy, and to 
encourage them by the spectacle of our divisions to more determined 
and united action against us. They would readily adopt the false 
idea that some of the States of the Confederacy are disposed to aban- 
don their sister States and make separate terms of peace for them- 
selves; and if such a suspicion, however unfounded, were once 
engendered among our own people, it would be destructive of that 
spirit of mutual confidence and support which forms our chief reli- 
ance for success in the maintenance of our cause. 

When the proposal of separate State action was first mooted it 
appeared to me so impracticable, so void of any promise of good, that 
I gave no heed to the proposal; but upon its adoption by citizens whose 
position and ability give weight to the expression of their opinions, I 
was led to a serious consideration of the subject. My first impres- 
sions have not been changed by reflection. 

If all the States of the two hostile federations are to meet in con- 
vention, it is plain that such a meeting can only take place after an 
agreement as to the time, place, and terms on which they are to meet, 


: 
' 


rithout discussing the minor, although not trifling, difficulties 
agreeing as to time and place, it is certain that the States would 
never consent to a convention without a previous agreement as to the 
_ terms on which they were to meet. The proposed convention must 
_ meet on the basis either that no State should, against its own will, be 
_ bound by the decision of the convention, or that it should be so 
bound. But it is plain that an agreement on the basis that no State 
_ should be bound without its consent by the result of the deliberations, 
would be an abandonment on the part of the North of its pretended 
_ right of coercion; would bean absolute recognition of the independence 
of the several States of the Confederacy; would be, in a word, so com- 
plete a concession of the rightfulness of our cause that the most vis- - 
ionary cannot hope for such an agreement in advance of the meeting 
of a convention. The only other possible basis of meeting is that 
each State should agree beforehand to be bound by the decision of 
the convention, and such an agreement is but another form of sub- 
mission to Northern dominion, as we well know that in such a con- 
vention we should be outnumbered nearly two to one. On the very 
_ threshold of the scheme proposed, therefore, we are met by an obsta- 
f cle which cannot be removed. Is not the impracticable character of 
2 
£ 


the project apparent? 

You will observe that I leave entirely out of view the suggestion 
that a convention of all the States of both federations should be 
held by common consent without any previous understanding as to the 
effect of its decisions; should meet merely to debate and pass reso- 
lutions that are to bind no one. It is not supposed that this can 
= really be the meaning attached to the proposal by those who are 
active in its support, although the resolutions to which you invite 
my attention declare that the function of such a convention would 
be simply to propose a plan of peace, with the consent of the two 
belligerents; or, in other words, to act as negotiators in treating for 
peace. This part of the scheme is not intelligible to me. If the con- 
vention is only held with the consent of the two belligerents, that 
consent cannot be obtained without negotiation. The plan then 
would resolve itself into a scheme that the two Governments should 
negotiate an agreement for the appointment of negotiators to make 
proposals for a treaty. It seems much more prompt and simple to 
negotiate for peace at once than to negotiate for the appointment of 
negotiators, who are to meet without power to do anything but make 
proposals. 

If the Government of the United States is willing to make peace, 
it will treat for peace directly. If unwilling, it will refuse to consent 
to the convention of States. The author of these resolutions and 
those who concur in his views appear to me to commit the radical 
error of supposing that the obstacle to obtaining the peace which we 
all desire consists in the difficulty of finding proper agencies for 
negotiating, so that the whole scope of the resolutions ends in nothing 
but suggesting that if the enemy will treat, the best agency would be 
State delegates to a convention; whereas the whole and only obstacle 
is that the enemy will not treat at all, or entertain any other propo- 
sition than that we should stbmit to their yoke, acknowledge that 
we are criminals, and appeal to their mercy for pardon. 

After this statement of objections it may appear superfluous to add 
others of less gravity, but as you invite a full expression of my views 
I will add that history is replete with instances of the interminable 
difficulties and delays which attend the attempt to negotiate on great 
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and conflicting interests when the parties to the negotiation are 
numerous. If this has been the case where the parties possessed full 
powers to conclude a treaty, what can we hope from an assemblage 
of negotiators from thirty or forty States who, in the midst of an exas 
perating warfare, are to meet without power to conclude anything? 
In the history of our own country we find that in a time of profound 
peace, when the most cordial brotherhood of sentiment existed, and 
when a long and bloody war had been brought to a triumphant close, 
it required two years to assemble a convention and bring its deliber- 
ations to an end, and another to procure the ratification of their 
labors. With such a war as the present in progress, the views of the 
large assemblage of negotiators proposed would undergo constant 
change, according to the vicissitudes of the struggle and the attempt 
to secure concordant views would soon be abandoned and leave the 
parties more embittered than ever—less hopeful-.of the possibility of 
successful negotiation. 

Again, how is the difficulty resulting from the conflicting preten- 
sions of the two belligerents in regard to several of the States to be 
overcome? Is it supposed that Virginia would enter into a conven- 
tion with a delegation from what our enemies choose to term the ‘‘State 
of West Virginia,” and thus recognize an insolent and violent dis- 
memberment of her territory? Or would the United States consent 
that ‘‘West Virginia” should be deprived of her pretensions to equal 
rights after having formally admitted her as a State and allowed her 
to vote at a Presidential election? Who would send a delegation 
from Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri? The enemy claims 
to hold the government of those States, while we assert them to be 
members of the Confederacy. Would delegates be received from both 
sides? If so, there would soon be a disruption of the convention. 
If delegates are received from neither side, then a number of the 
States most vitally interested in the result would remain unrepre- 
sented, and what value could be attached to the mere recommenda- 
tions of a body of negotiators under such circumstances? Various 
other considerations suggest themselves, but enough has been said to 
justify my conclusion that the proposal of separate State action is 
unwise, impracticable, and offers no prospect of good to counter- 
balance its manifold injurious consequences to the cause of our 
country. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[NOVEMBER 17, 1864.—For Cooper to Taylor, authorizing a call for 
we eT to resist Sherman’s army, see Series I, Vol. XLV, Part 
plies 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT, 


kichmond, Va., November 17, 1864. 
Maj. R. J. Moszs, ; ; SEL, 


Chief Commissary of Subsistence : 

MaJsor: Your letter of 4th instant has been received. The act of 
Congress of March 26, 1863, to regulate impressments (see General 
Orders, No. 37, 1863) made a discrimination between the owners who 
produced or raised the article which was the subject of impressment 
or who held it for consumption, and those who held it for sale. in 
respect of the mode of ascertaining the price or just compensation to 


aid by the impressing officer. The first section of the act pre- 
‘ibes the manner in which the price to be paid to the owner of the 
st class shall be ascertained, viz, by appraisement made by per- 
sons appointed from the vicinage. The sixth section establishes a 
permanent board to fix rates at which the property held by the other 
-elass should be valued. 
__ The act of April 27, 1863 (see General Orders, No. 53, 1863), author- 
ized an appeal by the impressing officer from the decision of the 
appraisers to this permanent board. This act was adopted in conse- 
quence of the extravagant appraisement made by vicinage appraisers. 
The supreme court of Georgia in the year 1863 declared that the 
schedule rates established by the permanent board did not furnish 
prima facie evidence of value, and set aside the impressments made 
under the sixth section of the act. Their opinion seemed to be that 
the value should be ascertained at the time of the appraisement of 
the particular article impressed. 
$ The General Orders of the War Department (No. 161, 1863) will © 
_. Show that the Department yielded to the opinion of the supreme 
‘ court, and allowed a vicinage appraisement in all cases. The princi- 
_ ple of that order was incorporated into the act of Congress of 16th 
_ February last, published in General Orders, No. 30, of this year. 
_ That act allows the vicinage appraisement in all cases, and allows an 
_ appeal to the permanent board to be made by either party, and 
_ empowers the board to hear testimony as to value. The appointment 
of a board of appraisers for such a purpose is believed to be constitu- 
tional. That board is not confined to schedule rates in any case, but 
is to decide upon the question of value as an original question, and 
if requisite they can take testimony for the purpose of informing 
their judgment upon the matter. 

I would call your attention particularly to the certificate to be used 
in the case of the approval or disapproval of the appraisement on the 

~ award ofthe appraisers. In case of disapproval the certificate should 
be, ‘‘ This appraisement is not accepted as fair and just, but the same 
is objected to because the value assessed is excessive and affords 
more than a just compensation for the property, and therefore an 
‘appeal is made to the appraisers under the act of Congress of Febru- 
ary 16, 1864.” (See General Orders, No. 30, current series. ) 

This opinion of the state of the case is derived from the highest 
judicial authority in the Confederacy, and will, I think, warrant your 
making impressments in accordance with circular referred to below. 

The question of appeal from the award of the vicinage appraisers 
is fully discussed in the circular,* of which a copy was forwarded to 
you with my last letter. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., November 19, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, — 
Commanding Army of Northern Virgima: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the Honorable Secretary of War to 
write to you in reference to an organization for the negro force it is 


*See September 5, p. 622. 
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proposed to employ as laborers with the armies of the Confederacy. 
After some reflection I have presented the following outline to the 
War Department, and I would now respectfully ask you to consider 
it, and propose such modifications and alterations as your greater 
experience and better judgment may dictate. 

The unit of the organization to be a gang or working party of 100 
negroes under a ‘‘manager,” assisted by three ‘‘ overseers,” first, sec- 
ond, and third. Eight of these gangs to be placed under a “‘superin- 
tendent,” forming a force 800 strong, corresponding to a battalion. 
Three of these to be under a ‘‘ director,” making a working party or 
body 2,400 strong; the entire force serving with an army-to be under 
one, two, or more directors, according to the number employed, and 
the whole to be under the general supervision and control of the chief 
engineer of each army. This last feature is advised because the 
negroes can be employed as organizations in the construction of 
defenses, in repairing roads and bridges, and in doing much of the 
work appertaining to the pioneer; and for like reason the whole negro 
force called into service should be placed under the general super- 
vision and direction of the Engineer Bureau. 

The negroes required to serve as teamsters and in other work not 
connected with the engineer service will be detailed in such numbers 
as may be required, but their names will still be borne on the rolls of 
the gang to which they belong. This feature is thought to be impor- 
tant in order that there should be some one to look after the negroes 
and take an interest in their welfare at all times. It is expected this 
will be done by the ‘‘managers” and ‘‘overseers.” For the supplying 
of the negroes with clothing, camp equipage, rations, &c., it is pro- 
posed that a ‘‘ purveyor” be appointed for each working party — 
under a ‘‘director” with three assistant purveyors, being one for each 
party under a ‘‘superintendent.” The purveyor to be a bonded agent, 
and if necessary, the assistant purveyors to be bonded also. Perhaps 
quartermasters already in the service might-be assigned to these 
duties. For medical service, one surgeon or physician for each 
superintendent; for keeping the records and issuing instructions it is 
proposed that two clerks be allowed to each director and one to each 
superintendent. It is expected to call into service as fast as possible 
the 20,000 male slaves authorized by the act of February, 1864 (see 
General Orders, No. 32, for 1864), and to have this service completed 
by the Bureau of Conscription. The negroes when collected under 
the provisions of this law to be placed under temporary managers or 
guards detailed from conscript camps or from the reserves, and when 
collected in gangs of 50 to 100 to be forwarded under their charge to 
thearmies or stations to which they may be assigned, exact records 
to be kept by the enrolling officers of the negroes taken into service, 
embracing the information usual on muster-rolls with the addition of 
the name of owner; a proper list to accompany each gang when for- 
warded to service, from which regular muster-rolls can be prepared; 
and also descriptive lists when details are made for labor outside of 
the engineer service. When the gangs first arrive at the places where 
they are to be employed they should be attached temporarily to the 
engineer troops and put to work at once under the officers command- 
ing these troops. 

When the number amounts to 800 they should be formed into eight 
full gangs of 100 each, organized as hereinbefore indicated and 
placed under a superintendent. Thus the negroes will be useful as 
laborers from the moment they are delivered. That these laborers 


regularly organized may be systematically furnished with | 
: , clothing, and other necessaries, provision returns and 
requisitions will be prepared by the managers or overseers, whose cer- 
 tificates shall be considered of the same effect as those of company 
Officers, and it will be the duty of the directors to examine and 
_ approve said requisitions, &c., and such approval will be the author- 
ity for the purveyors and assistant purveyors to make the issues called 
_ for. The manager will be made responsible for all property issued to 
_ the gang of 100 men under his charge. Field transportation to be 
furnished to these organizations of laborers in such quantity as the 
resources of the country will admit of. Forthe better regulation and 
efficiency of the labor as contemplated the chief engineer of each 
army should assign a field officer of engineer troops to inspect, 
supervise, and muster the organizations and to make assignments of 
working parties in such way and manner as may be ordered by the 
commanding general through his chief engineer, and it will be made 
the duty of the same field officer to see that details for labor outside 
of the engineer service be made promptly when ordered by the com- 
manding general. 
It is contemplated that the Quartermaster’s Department should 
furnish clothing and other supplies usually provided by that depart- 
ment to this negro force; that the owners should be paid by this 
same department, and that the Commissary Department should 
furnish rations. It is proposed that this negro force be mustered as 
in case of troops, by the field officer appointed for that purpose, and 
duplicate muster-rolls forwarded through the chief engineer of the 
army to the Engineer Bureau. Pay-rolls to be prepared at the same 
time and forwarded through the chief quartermaster of the army to 
the Quartermaster-General, who at the expiration of each year shall 
send a suitable officer into each State to meet at certain convenient 
designated points all owners, who shall appear personally or by 
attorney, to receive payment for past services rendered by their 
slaves. In case of the loss of any negro by death, desertion, or other- 
wise, notice thereof shall be prepared in triplicate by the manager or 
overseer, showing the time and manner of his loss, to be forwarded 
through the chief engineer to the Engineer Bureau. This notice to 
be upon a simple and convenient printed form to be furnished by the 
Engineer Bureau; careful entries of such casualties to be made by the 
manager upon the muster-rolls of the gang. The managers and over- 
seers Should be selected as far as possible from the class of men accus- 
tomed to manage negroes on farms, plantations, and works of civil 
improvement. Careful measures should be taken, too, to look into 
the qualifications and past experience of each one, and this might be 
accomplished probably by assigning the duty to some engineer officers 
serving in each of the States; the officer for Virginia and North 
Carolina to be named by the chief engineer of your army. The 
officers for the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida to be 
named by the chief engineer of General Hardee’s department. The 
officers for the Division of the West to be named by the chief engineer 
of that division. Should these managers and overseers prove 
incompetent, power to be vested in the commanders of the respective 
armies to return them to duty with the reserves. If guilty of mal- 
feasance or. malpractice, they should be at once ordered into the 
ranks for general service. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
é J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 
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[NovEMBER 19, 1864.—For Hartridge, Echols, et al., to the people 
of Georgia, urging that ‘every man fly to arms” to resist Sherman’s 
army, see Series I, Vol. XLIV, p. 869.] 


[NOVEMBER 19, 1864.—For proclamation of Governor Brown, order- 
ing a levy en masse of white males between ages of sixteen and fifty- 
five years, see Series I, Vol. LIII, p. 375. ] 


Wak DEPARTMENT, NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
Richmond, November 20, 1864. 
Col. I. M. St. JOHN, : 
Chief of Bureau: 

COLONEL: Your questions on the iron service are hereinafter 
replied to in their order: 

First. What furnaces continue in blast in Virginia? 

Eighteen furnaces remain in blast in Virginia, or rather have been 
able to get in blast at a late day, as follows: Marion Magnetic, Smyth 
County; Beauregard, Grey Eagle, Barren Springs, Wythe County; 
Lucy Selina (worked by Government), Rockbridge County; Boyd’s 
Furnace, Botetourt County; Amherst, Amherst County; Estelino, 
Augusta County; Victoria, Louisa County; Roaring Run, Alleghany 
County; Union, Patrick County; Liberty, Shenandoah County; West- 
ham (worked by Government), Henrico County; Catawba, Rebecca, 
Botetourt County; Glenwood, Rockbridge County; Australia, Alle-— 
ghany County; Caroline (will suspend under Order 82), Shenandoah 
County. 

Very few of these eighteen furnaces have been able, however, to 
make a full blast. The want of labor and subsistence and the move- 
ments of the enemy have operated to prevent work for some time at 
all of them except three, and one of them has been twice burned by 
the enemy. They have not averaged more than a half blast, and 
some of them must cease work unless the contractors are allowed 
greater facilities for securing supplies. 

Second. What available furnaces are out of blast? 

Thirteen furnaces are now out of blast, and for the following 
reasons: Mount Hope, Wythe County, want of labor and supplies; 
Graham’s, Wythe County, want of labor and stock; California, Rock- 
bridge, ore bank exhausted; Buena Vista, Rockbridge, burned by 
the enemy; Elizabeth, Augusta, burned by the enemy; Catharine, 
Spotsylvania, burned by the enemy; Mount Torry, Augusta, burned 
by the enemy; Columbia, Shenandoah, burned by the enemy (Order 
82 would have suspended); Mount Vernon, Augusta, burned by the 
enemy (Order 82 would have suspended); Page Iron Works, Shenan- 
doah, suspended by Order 82 after January 1, 1865. Three of these 
thirteen could not work for lack of labor, and three had to suspend 
under General Orders, No. 82. Also the Caroline furnace, though still 
in blast, will soon suspend under this order, a few men being only 
left to work up the stock onhand. The Elizabeth, Grace, Cloverdale, 
Mount Torry, Buena Vista, and Catharine are being rebuilt, and if 
labor can be secured will probably work next year. 


Third. What plan is adopted under order of chief of Bureau for 
the inspection of the furnaces ? . 
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district superintendents are required to send from each 
f possible, a semi-monthly, but certainly a monthly, report « 
lowing character: : 


Furnace report to 
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In addition to these reports an inspecting officer of special qualifi- 
cations goes from furnace to furnace, as time will allow, and reports 
directly to the chief of Bureau upon the general management of the 
furnaces, their condition, and prospects. 


Fourth. Compare furnace results in Virginia and Alabama, and — — 


state why at this late day the Alabama system of large furnaces can- 
not be applied in Virginia, giving instances of the scarcity of ore. 
The Alabama furnaces have probably attained a higher daily yield 
than those in Virginia. In one case the Government furnace in Bibb 
County, Ala., averaged through the month thirteen tons of iron per 
day, and at another furnace I think an average of ten tons per day 
was attained for one month. Still, the difference of yield has not 
been so great as these cases would indicate. From many disturbing 
causes incident to war much time has been lost at the Alabama fur- 
naces, and the daily average would searcely exceed, if equal, four 
tons per day, which most of the Virginia furnaces aim to reach for 
such time as they can secure stock to keep in blast. The Alabama 
iron region is new, and all the furnace localities abound with ore and 
fuel, and private enterprise, aided in most cases by the Government, 
availing itself of modern information, has erected large and improved 
furnaces where fuel, ore, and subsistence are very abundant. The 
Virginia mineral region, on the other hand, has been worked for 
many years, and most of its furnaces are old, and hence small; but 
having been worked so long, fuel has become alarmingly scarce, and 
many furnaces have a most precarious supply of ore, this article 
being frequently hauled for miles in wagons—in one case as far as ten 
miles. Two of the largest furnaces in the State have been idle a long 
time for want of ore, the banks from which they have heretofore been 
supplied, and which were considered inexhaustible, having very sud- 
denly given out. It is very doubtful whether the Westham Furnace 
can be continued in blast, for up to this time no ore bank has been 
found on the line of the canai which will supply the necessary ore. 
There are few, if any, mineral veins in Virginia, nearly all of its ores 
existing in pockets or detailed masses, the size and extent of whicl 
can only be ascertained by actual experiment; hence all mining is 
very precarious. Ore banks pronounced by the most experienced 
miners to be boundless have given out after a few months’ work, 
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When ore happens to be abundant the wood has b««n nearly all cut, 
and no situation is now known to me in this State where stock—mean- 
ing fuel and ore—could be procured for a furnace to make ten tons 
of iron per day. But were the case otherwise, it would be impossible 
to maintain the force required for so large a furnace. Each furnace 
depends upon its own locality for supplies of bread and meat and 
forage, it. being almost impossible to bring them from a distance in 
the present state of transportation, and no one neighborhood could 
support so largé a force. The small furnaces find it extremely diffi- 
eult to feed their laborers. If fuel, ore, and food were as convenient 
and abundant as in Alabama, the large furnace system would even 
now be adopted; but the scarcity of all these is thought to render it 
impracticable entirely. The present small furnaces of Virginia would 
afford an ample supply of iron if the service was placed upon a proper 
footing, as will be indicated below. ; 

Fifth. State the working of the present plan of contracting for 
partial yield of furnace. 

This plan has been found most advantageous in that while it secures 
to the Government one-half of all iron made at a very moderate price, 
it offers to contractors a great stimulus for the largest possible yield. 
It was absolutely essential that some iron should be put on the market 
to supply agricultural and other interests. The plan now pursued 
gives the Government one-half of all iron made at a price not much, 
if at all, above cost, and a preference over all other purchasers for the 

“yemaining half. 

Sixth. State what essentials of labor, stock, and supplies must be 
demanded to guarantee a supply of iron for the next year. 

The iron force was much too small before one-fifth of the men were 
taken away under General Orders, No. 82. These men must be replaced 
and an addition of 300 men fully be made to the previous force, 
with an increase of from 100 to 150 horses or mules. Should this 
labor be furnished promptly, and the service placed upon a proper 
footing before all army officers, but little apprehension need be felt 
for the iron supply, for all difficulties of fuel and ore will in that 
event be overcome. But it is absolutely essential that the iron mas- 
ters shall have more support from the Government than heretofore. 
The manufacture of pig-iron in Virginia was a very hazardous enter- 
prise, even before the war, and but two men are known to me who 
ever met with success. All the difficulties have been much increased 
by the war, and the much greater difficulty of securing supplies added 
to them. But all these could have been overcome if the iron masters 
had been properly protected against the interference of Government 

officers. Ample general orders exist on this subject, but they are 
not respected, and it has never been found possible to have any 
officer punished for their violation. It will suffice to mention one not- 
able case where a quartermaster, Captain Hoof, of General Rosser’s 
brigade, not only impressed supplies from the contractors, but from 
the Government furnaces, thereby causing the actual starvation of 
some of the furnace mules, and making it necessary to hire out the 
furnace labor to prevent a similar result. On hearing the facts the 
Secretary of War immediately ordered Captain Hoof to be relieved 
from duty and to report in Richmond, but this order, now some nine 
months old, has never been obeyed, and Captain H. remains on his 
original duty. The iron master is a necessity, and should be cher- 
ished as such, and allowed the same facilities for securing subsistence 
and forage as are enjoyed by commissaries and quartermasters; and 


should not be touched for any other 

nless this encouragement and protection is afforded the con- 
will become disheartened and give up. They cannot possibly — 
y on their operations under the present system of protection 
ich exists only on paper. . 
_ Very respectfully, yours, 


RICHARD MORTON, 
Tieutenant-Colonel. — 


[Indorsement.] 


NITER AND MINING BUREAU, Se 
£ Richmond, Va., November 21, 1864. 
_ Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War in connection with 
views already presented. Especial attention is requested to the sus- 
pension of thirteen furnaces in Virginia, and to the cause of that 
suspension. For further information the officer directly in charge is 
erected (in handing this paper) to be prepared to answer all ques- 
tions. ; 
f I. M. ST. JOHN, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


GENERAL pa _  ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 84. Richmond, Va., November 21, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


IV. Detailed soldiers will not be transferred by officers with whom 
they are upon duty to other officers without authority from this office 
or from the general commanding the army to which the soldiers 
belong. Detailed conscripts will be transferred only by the authority 
of the chief of the Bureau of Conscription. 

V. The telegraph will be used as economically as possible, and mes- 
sages will not be sent by it without the approval of the commanding 
officer present. Where the telegram exceeds ten words, the voucher 
for its payment must embrace in his certificate that it was not for the 
personal benefit of the person by whom it was sent, and that it was 
necessary, and contained official business which could not be trans- 
acted by mail without detriment to the public service. 

VI. Supplies collected or held by county or district agents for the 
benefit of soldiers’ families are not liable to impressment. 

VII. Paragraph XIII, General Orders, No. 34, current series, is 
amended to allow all retired soldiers who may enter any university, 
college, or school to draw their rations in kind at the nearest post. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


— 
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RICHMOND, VA., November 21, 1864. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

In response to your resolution of the 8th instant I herewith trans- 
mit a communication from the Secretary of War, which conveys the 
information requested relative to the act of June 14, 1864, “‘to pro- 
vide and organize a general staff.” 


+ 
Cs 


— 


The seventh section of the act invests the Executive wi h the dis- ie : 
cretion which has been exercised. The eighth section, by restricting 


appointments, indicates the course which has been pursued in the 
attempt to ascertain with accuracy the number of officers in the sev- 
eral staff corps, so as to distribute them in accordance with the order 
from the Adjutant-General’s Office, a copy of which is annexed, as 
well as to ascertain whether there are not supernumerary staff officers 


now in commission who should be discharged. . 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
~ Richmond, November 17, 1864. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: - 


Sir: I have received a copy of the following resolution, adopted by 
the House of Representatives on the 8th instant, and referred by Your 
Excellency to this Department: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to inform the House 
whether any appointments have been made under the act entitled ‘‘An act to 
provide and organize a general staff for the armies in the field to serve during the 
war,” approved June 14, 1864, and if not, why have not such appointments been 
made in pursuance of said act. 


In response, I have the honor to inclose herewith a letter from the 
Adjutant-General, reporting that no appointments have been made 
under the act referred to. In addition tothe explanation afforded by 
that report, showing the discretion vested in you by the act and the 
adequacy of previous regulations to meet the necessity of a staff organ- 
ization, it may not be improper to advert to the fact that soon after the 
adjournment of Congress your attention was called by the chairman 
of the Military Committee of the Senate to the serious inconveniences 
which might result from the promotion of certain officers of the staff 
contemplated by that act, and the suggestion made that, in regard to 
them at least, it might be better not to enforce the law, as additional 
legislation would probably be attempted at the next session. This cir- 
cumstance, it is believed, contributed to guide the discretion exercised 
under the act in not enforcing the same, as inconveniences would 
naturally have resulted from giving the rank contemplated to some 
portion of the staff and withholding it from others. 

Very respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
- Richmond, Va., November 15, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of communication from 
His Excellency the President, referred to me for report, containing 


copy of a resolution of the House of Representatives dated the 8th 
instant, and in these words: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to inform this House 
whether any appointments have been made under the act entitled “An act to 
provide and organize a general staff for the armies in the field to serve during the 
war,” approved 14th June, 1864, and if not, why have not such appointments been 
made in pursuance of said act. 
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dance wit r to rep 
intments have been made under the act above recited. P 
The seventh section of the act is in these words: i 


ne President is hereby authorized to reduce the number of officers authorized 


ry. 


by. his act to the staff of any general officer, or to increase the same when, in his 


inion, the service will be benefited thereby. 
On the 29th of April, 1864, prior to the passage of the act, the Presi- 


dent caused to be issued from this office General Orders, No. 44 (a 


copy of which is inclosed),* prescribing the number of staff officers, 


_ not to exceed certain grades, which he deemed necessary to the sevy- 


eral commands in the field. These orders have not been revoked, the 
President having, I presume, availed himself of the authority con- 
ferred in the seventh section of the act not to increase the number 
and rank of staff officers beyond the provisions of the orders. To 
carry out these orders the legislation prior to the act of the 14th of 
June is sufficient. 

Permit me to add that I have heard no complaint from any quarter 
that the number and rank of the staff officers provided for by general 
orders are not sufficient for all the purposes of commands in the field. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. — 


[Inclosure No, 2.] 
RICHMOND, June 15, 1864. 


_ His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 2 


DEAR SIR: In considering the recent acts of Congress in regard to 
the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments and the general 
staff bill, I think it is to be regretted that it was not provided in both 
these measures that the President might, if he thought proper, make 
all appointments above the rank of major with temporary rank only. 

The appointment of quartermasters with the rank of colonel will, 
as the department is now organized, cause them to rank every officer 
in the department except one or two. In the Commissary Depart- 
ment they will rank all but one. This should be avoided if possible, 
as it would be a great injustice to many valuable and meritorious 
officers. 

I think we can remedy it at the next session of Congress, and I 
take the liberty of recommending that these appointments may be 
delayed until this fault in these measures can be corrected. 

As you are authorized to assign officers to these positions, I cannot 
see that the public interest can suffer by adopting this course. 


Very respectfully, your friend, 
EDWARD SPARROW. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
APPOINTMENT BUREAU, 
November 12, 1864. 


Official copy. ED. A. PALFREY 


Ineutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


On the above were the following indorsements: 
Secretary of War for attention and remarks. P 


* Omitted, but see p. 352. 
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JUNE 23, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to the President. Soe : Se 

The suggéstions of Mr. Sparrow, especially in view of his position as 
chairman of the Military Committee of the Senate, are entitled to 
weight. Some grave inconveniences will certainly result from the 
- increase in rank required by the staff bill, and if assurance can be 
felt that the amendment proposed will meet the approval of the Con-’ 
gress at its next session it would be expedient to fill the. positions for 
the present by assignment and abstain from increasing rank perma- 


nently, as proposed by the act. 
See : J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


- JUNE 25, 1864. 
Adjutant-General for future reference, &e. . 
Js 


JUNE 28, 1864. 
File for future reference and keeping the subject in mind, with the 
understanding that no action will be taken on the general staff bill of 
June 14, 1864, without special instructions. 
8. C. 


NOVEMBER 15, 1864. 
This copy of original paper on file in this office is respectfully sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of War, in connection with communication of 
this date in relation to the general staff act of June 14, 1864. 
8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 276. Richmond, November 21, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

V. The seven Louisiana companies now serving in the organization 
known as Powers’ Regiment of Cavalry are hereby organized into a 
battalion, to be known as the Eighteenth Louisiana Battalion Cavalry. 

VI. The three Mississippi companies now serving in the organiza- 
tion known as Powers’ Regiment of Cavalry are hereby organized into 


a battalion, to be known as the Twenty-third Mississippi Battalion 
Cavalry. : 


* * * * * * kK 
By command of the Secretary of War: 


_ JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Petersburg, November 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, e ; : 


Chief of Engineer Bureau: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 19th instant with regard to the organi- 
zation of the negro laborers to be attached to the armies of the Con- 
‘federacy under the act of Congress of 17th of February, 1864, has 


Tpon the examination of your plan in all 
: at it is perhaps the best which can be adopted. I do: 
that three overseers will be necessary in addition to one mana- 
er for each “‘gang” of 100 men. Would not two be enough? When 
negroes arrive in the army and are temporarily attached, as rec- 
mmended, to the working parties already organized, I think they 
should be organized into a gang as soon as they reach 100 in number, 
instead of waiting until 800 are collected, as is suggested. Too much 
care cannot be taken in the selection of the directors, superintend- | 
_ ents, and managers. They should be men of probity, energy, and 
_ intelligence. Every precaution should be taken to insure proper and 
kind treatment of the negroes and to render them contented in the 
service. The code of punishments should be distinctly defined, and 
_ the graver punishments should not be left in the hands of the mana- | 
gers and overseers without due reference to the directors and superin- 
tendents. There should be a system of rewards, too, for good conduct 
and industry, these rewards to be paid to the meritorious over and 
above the hire paid to their masters. Most of the negroes are accus- 
tomed to something of this sort on the plantations. Foremen could 
be selected from among those who exhibit the best qualifications and 
character, who would correspond to non-commissioned officers in our 
military organizations. These would aid materially in promoting the 
efficiency of the organization and might receive extra wages as a 
> reward and encouragement. 
I hope steps will be taken to put the act into execution at once. 
We are in great need. 


€ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ° 
= R. E. LEE, 

&- General. 
: [First indorsement.] 

2 = ENGINEER BUREAU, 


November 25, 1864. 


5 Respectfully submitted to Honorable Secretary of War, asking 
: attention to the modifications in the organization of labor as suggested 
by General Lee. 

As the number of overseers to 100 negroes can be more easily 
increased than diminished should the service require a change, I 
would advise two overseers instead of three, in addition to the 
manager. 

Attention is asked to the suggestion of General Lee that the negroes 
be organized as soon as 100 are received, instead of waiting until 800 
are collected. I concur fully in his views that great care should be 
taken in the selection of directors, superintendents, and managers, and 
that kind treatment should be secured to the negroes; that a code of 
punishment should be distinctly defined, and that the severer pun- 
ishments should not be left in the hands of managers and overseers, 
without any reference to the directors and superintendents; that 
there should be a system of rewards for good conduct and industry, 
and that foremen should be selected from among the negroes who 
exhibit the best qualifications and character, who would correspond 
to non-commissioned officers. Extra pay should be allowed to such 
foremen as a reward and encouragement. 

I would respectfully recommend to the Honorable Secretary of War 
that he urge upon the chief of Bureau of Conscription the impor- 
tance of carrying forward as rapidly as possible the impressment of 
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the 20,000 slaves authorized by law and heretofore « 
impressed; that the same be sent in convenient gangs unde! Pp “ 
guards to the armies in the field, to be attached temporarily to the _ 
engineer troops serving with the same, and to the harbors of vies 
mington, Charleston, Savannah, and Mobile. to be employed on the 
coast defenses, strict care being taken as to preserving accurate — 
records, as suggested in my letter to General Lee. 

J. F. GILMER, 

Major-General and Chief Engineer of Bureau. 


{Second indorsement. ] = 
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NOVEMBER 26, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: » 

General Gilmer’s indorsement is approved. Have order in conform- 
ity with the arrangement proposed prepared and submitted. General 
Gilmer will aid Colonel Clay in its preparation if Boop, x 
Secretary. 


. . RIcHMOND, VA., November 21, 1864. 
Vice-President STEPHENS, 
Crawfordville, Ga.: 


Srr: In the Augusta Constitutionalist, communicated by yourself, I 
find published a letter addressed by you to Hon. Thomas J. Semmes, 
C. 8. Senate, in which is contained the following passage: 

I know there are many persons amongst us, whose opinions are entitled to 
high consideration, who do not agree with me on the question of McClellan’s 
election. They prefer Lincoln to McClellan. Perhaps the President belongs to 
that class. Judging from his acts, I should think that he did. 


Your public station gives importance to the statement, and the 
possible effect upon those Northern men who desire to terminate the 
war, and who supported the election of McClellan, is too obvious to 
require comment. I am quite at a loss to imagine the basis for your 
conclusion, and have therefore to ask to what acts of mine you refer. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


SPECIAL Se ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 277. Richmond, November 22, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


II. Company D, Thirty-fifth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, is hereby 
disbanded. The members of this company are permitted to join such 
other companies of the battalion as they may select; but failing to 
make such selection, they will be promptly distributed among the other 
companies of the battalion by the brigadier-general commanding. 

II. The First Battalion North Carolina Reserves, with the unat- 
tached company commanded by Capt. W. R. Williams, which is hereby 
added thereto, will constitute the Second Regiment North Carolina 
Reserves. 

IV. ‘The ten companies comprising the Fourth, Seventh,-and Eighth 
Battalions of North Carolina Reserves, as organized under the orders 
of Lieutenant-General Holmes, will constitute the Third Regiment 
North Carolina Reserves, 


Millar oe AO ‘of ie companies, is Tere , 
cd made the action of the War Department. It will herent 
signated be the First Battalion North Carolina Reserves. 
* * * * * 
r yee of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Pi Novmweun 23, 1864. —For Maury to Watts and Clark, calling for a 
- State troops from Alabama and Mississippi to defend Mobile, he see 
Series I, Vol. XLV, Part I, p. 1241. ] 


[NOVEMBER 23, 1864.—For Davis to Bragg, in regard to the sus- 
pension of the law restr icting reserve troops to service within their 
_ State, see Series I, Vol. XLII, ‘Part III, p. 1226. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF TAXES, 
i Richmond, November 28, 1864. a 
Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury : 


Str: The accompanying letter from Hon. L. J. Dapre? has been 
referred to this office by you for consideration and remarks.* It is 
hardly expected that I should travel out of the legitimate sphere of 
my duties to discuss that portion of the letter referring to matters 
under another and independent department of the Government, and 
I shall, therefore, confine my remarks strictly to the subject of tax- 
. ation. The complaints of Mr. Dupré in discussing this question are 
of a twofold character, embracing the alleged inadequacy of the laws 
force for the relief of his constituents and the manner of their 
xecution by the local tax officers. The only power to correct the 
: rst is the Congress of the Confederate States, of which he is himself 
~ amember. I shall, therefore, confine my remarks to the subject of 
: the execution of those laws (and their proper interpretation) which 
; have been enacted for the benefit of taxpayers situated as those 
whom he represents are. I venture to assert that there are many 
. districts in other States of the Confederacy that have suffered as much 
Bs as those to which he refers. These would be alike entitled to all the 
benefits and immunities secured to them by the acts of Congress. 
Memorials have been received from various districts in Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Virginia, praying to be relieved from the pay- 
ment of taxes on account of the ravages of the enemy. There seems 
to be an erroneous opinion entertained upon this subject, which I have 
on various occasions endeavored to correct. Those who have lost 
property by the enemy, in many cases, seem to think that for that 
reason the law intends they shall be relieved from taxation upon what 
they have left, and here is the error. 
The aet to ce lay additional taxes,” &¢., approved 17th of February, 
1864, imposes a tax of 5 per cent. upon all property, real, personal, 


* Dupré’s letter not found. 
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and mixed, of every kind and description and not exempted or taxed — 


at a different rate. This is an ad Valorem tax on property and not 


a personal tax on the owner, and when Congress inserted the pro-— 


vision for the relief of those whose property had been injured or 
destroyed by the enemy, it was not the intention to remit the tax on 
that which remains. The language of the law is that the assessment 
on property injured or destroyed may be reduced in proportion to the 
damage sustained; that is, if a tax-payer on the 17th of February 
owned twenty slaves worth $10,000 and a tract of land worth $10,000, 
and since that time the enemy have stolen ten of his slaves and 
damaged his plantation $5,000, only the remaining ten slaves shall be 
assessed at $5,000 and the value of the land shall be reduced to the 
extent of the damage, which will reduce the assessment to $5,000. 
This seems to be the true intent of the law. S 

But Mr. Dupré complains that the assessors in the section referred to 
make no discrimination in the value of slaves there and in the more 
favored portions of the State. The law does not authorize any dis- 
tinction. A slave has, in the eye of the law, an intrinsic value whether 
productive of profit or expense to the owner; but under the act of 
Congress the assessor has no power to deviate from the basis thereby 
established. The law says slaves (unless purchased since Ist of Jan- 
uary, 1862) shall be assessed upon the basis of 1860. This applies as 
well to the invaded districts as to the others, unless there is some 
special law authorizing a reduction in such cases. 

It has been contended, and this seems to be the import of Mr. 
Dupré’s observations on this point, that under paragraph IV, act of 
17th of February, where a tax-payer has been deprived of the ‘‘use” 


of his slave by reason of the presence or proximity of the enemy, — 


though stillin his possession and under his control, his value is to be 
assessed according to his present use or state of unprofitableness 
instead of the rate of his market value in 1860. 

Such, I think, was not the intention of Congress, nor is the language 


of the act susceptible of such construction. There is very little doubt - 


that the word ‘‘property,” in its legal signification, is technically 
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more applicable to personalty than to realty. The best and ma 


exact law writers speak of ‘‘real estate” and ‘‘personal property.” — 


It may be admitted that the word “property” in the paragraph re- 
ferred to may have been intended to cover both realty and personalty, 
yet the context shows that the main idea in the minds of the legisla- 
tors seems to have reference to real estate only. Hence the use of the 
words “‘injured or destroyed by the enemy, or the owner deprived of 
the use or occupancy thereof or the means of cultivating the same,” 
&c. Ithink nothing can be clearer than that Congress never in- 
tended to tax any property that was in the occupancy or possession 
of the enemy; therefore the word ‘‘destroyed” has been construed to 
embrace slaves and other personalty taken and carried away by the 
enemy. But it doubtless occurred to Congress that certain lands, by 
reason of the ‘‘ presence or proximity of the enemy,” could not be 
safely ‘‘ occupied” or ‘‘ cultivated,” and as the ‘“‘lands” could not be 


removed and might be seriously ‘‘injured” and the fences and houses ° 


thereon ‘‘destroyed,” it became necessary to make a provision in their 
favor. But as to slaves there is no such reason. They may be re- 
moved, and their intrinsic value will be as great after such removal 
as that of the slaves of persons securely remote from immediate dan- 
ger. The owner would still have the ‘“‘use” of such slaves absolutely. 
They may not be as profitable to him, but the act never intended to 


of the slaves in the actual possession of their ow 
profitableness or unprofitableness to them in 1864. The 
escribed_is exactly the reverse, to wit, ‘‘the market value in 
and not their available profit in 1864. It will not do for the 
ywner to keep his slaves or other personal property in near proximity 
the enemy and claim on that account that the assessment on such 
‘operty should be reduced from the standard value of 1860, when 
he present value is so much enhanced, when the owner still has the 
use” of them, and when in some instances the very risk is incurred 
x the reason that such slaves or other personalty are more profit- 
able to him in such exposed locality than they have ever been at 
any time. It is the duty of assessors under the law to ascertain and 
_ determine what similar slaves to those to be valued were worth in 
1860, and when they have so ascertained that must be the standard 
of valuation. 
_ They have no authority to deviate from it as to the means of arriv- 
ing at the facts by which they are to be governed; it is for them 
to adopt the best that they can under the circumstances. By way of 
establishing uniformity and securing equality among all the property 
holders in any particular State, State collectors were advised to ascer- 
tain from the best information that could be had the average value 
of slaves between certain ages in 1860, and to adopt a schedule of 
prices to correspond therewith, to bo varied according to cireum- 
stances, which should be a guide for assessors throughout the State. 
This, as is shown by experience, is the fairest, most equitable, and 
most satisfactory mode of assessment. Yet this schedule was not 
mandatory, but merely advisory. It was thought that inasmuch as 
the district collector has express power under the assessment act to 
supervise and correct the assessments of his assessors, it was no stretch 
_ of power for the State collector, through him, to propose a sched- 
ule of values in advance for the guidance of the assessors, which they 
themselves might from time to time prove to be correct by reference to 
2 
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the same sources of information resorted to by the State collector, to 
wit, tax returns and other public records. Under this rule the values 
of slaves in 1860 were ascertained and a schedule of those values fur- 
nished to the assessors, which has universally, I believe, been adopted 
by them in all parts of the same State. If any assessor were to dis- 
regard this schedule and assess slaves at a lower rate, it would not 
only be the right but the duty of the collector, if he was convinced 
that the schedule was the proper standard, to notify the tax-payer 
and proceed to raise the assessments to the proper standard. The 
mode adopted avoids all this trouble and secures uniformity of valua- 

e tion throughout the State. 

é Under existing laws, therefore, it is the duty of the State collector 
of Louisiana and every other State to enforce the laws in every dis- 
trict where it is practicable to do so, including those districts which 
have been invaded and those which have not, and it is equally the 
duty of local officers, assessors, and collectors to execute the laws 
according to the instructions prescribed by competent authority under 
those laws. In doing so they should duly observe and respect the 
rights of tax-payers under the law, and should not execute their 
duties harshly or offensively, but firmly. So far as the collection of 
a money tax is concerned these officers have nothing to do with prop- 
erty taken by impressment, whether paid for or not. ‘They have no 
authority to settle claims or to allow them as an offset against taxes. 
It is their simple duty to ascertain what sum each person owes as 
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taxes and then to collect it and pay it over to the State colleetor as 
prescribed by law. This applies to all districts alike, where it is 
practicable to execute the law. ; 

Mr. Dupré desires you to suggest a plan for the relief of his con- 
stituents by Congress. It would be difficult for me to suggest a plan 
that would meet his wishes unless it were to pass an act exempting 
the whole district (where it had been so invaded) from the payment 
of taxes. But this would not be just, because there are persons in 
most of these districts who have really never been injured or dam- 
aged, but who have prospered and made large sums of money. Then 
it would be difficult to say what districts should be so exempted and 
what extent of damage should entitle them to it. 

Another plan might be adopted, if Congress believes that a man 
should be exempted from taxes because he lost praperty by the enemy, 
and that is to allow the tax-payer to deduct his damages from his tax 
and not from the assessment. 

I cannot conscientiously recommend such a measure, however. I 
think the exemption clauses of the law are very liberal and are suffi- 
cient for the relief of the poorer classes, and that when a tax-payer 
does not fall within either of those classes he should pay his due por- 
tion of the public burdens upon the property he has left. I could 
not suggest a more appropriate law than the one now in force, reliev- 
ing the tax-payer entirely from taxation upon property destroyed or 
carried away, and providing for the reduction of the value of that 
which has been injured or damaged by the enemy to the extent of the 
damage. 

Thousands have suffered by the depredations of the enemy, and 
they are entitled to the sympathies of all good men; and thousands © 
more are destined to suffer, no doubt, from the same cause if the war 
should continue long. In that event localities now secure and that 
have never been visited will be overrun and desolated by the enemy. 
The time may come when but few localities will be exempt from their 
visitations. Already the fairest portions of Georgia have been over- 
run, and at this time Sherman’s track of desolation is being extended 
toward the sea-board. In time it may be that there will be compara- 
tively few men of property who have not been damaged, and a meas- 
ure allowing a deduction from their taxes of all who have been so 
damaged to the extent of the damage would reduce the revenue from 
taxation to a pitiful sum. 

I think that while taxes are laid as a means of supporting the Goy- 
ernment that all should be required to pay their proportion, according 
to the property they possess. If a man owns fifty negroes and has 
lost twenty-five of them by the enemy I see no good reason why he 
Should not pay tax upon the remaining twenty-five. If he has lost 
his lands, stock, &c., and has no money to pay the taxes, he can sell 
a portion of the negroes to pay them. Such a man is unfortunate, 
but not so much so as thousands of others who have lost all they had. 

Viewed as a matter of public policy, I think that the taxes should 
be collected in every district where it is practicable from those 
who are liable. Where taxes are collected the people must have cur- 
rency to pay them and by that means it circulates. But in some dis- 
tricts, even where a large majority of the people are loyal and true to 
our Government but so contiguous to the lines of the enemy as to 
render it impracticable to put the law in operation, it is found that 
our currency scarcely circulates at all. This I am told is the case in 
some of the northern counties in this State, and it certainly exercises 


a measure that would exempt whole districts from the operation __ 
ax laws, thereby stopping the circulation of our currency in 

localities and holding out the temptation to their citizens to 

lopt that of the enemy. 

The foregoing are my views frankly expressed, but it is the peculiar 

privilege and province of Congress to adopt such measures in the 

_ premises as they may deem meet and proper. 

Respectfully submitted. . 


T. ALLAN, : 
Commissioner. oe 


3. HARRISONBURG, November 23, 1864. 
_ Hon. JoHN B. BALDWIN: 

DEAR Sir: We regret exceedingly to trouble you so much with our 
county matters, but the direst necessity of our people impels us to 
trespass upon your kindness. You will remember that Order 77 was 
suspended in this county, and the enrolling officer, with the county 
court, directed to inquire and report the ravages of the enemy and 
the names of the greatest sufferers liable to military duty. This, 
with great care and accuracy, was done, showing a ruin and devasta- 
tion appalling and unparalleled; showing that with an equal distri- 
bution of every article of food for man and beast that there was 
barely enough left in the county to sustain life. Since that time the 
army agents and officers have been foraging, impressing, and hauling 
off a portion of the scanty subsistence left, until our people are almost 
reduced to beggary, especially the poorer clases (always the most 
numerous), who relied upon the produce for supplies. The order sus- 
pending Order No. 77 has been revoked, and all lable under that 
order are ordered to report here on the 29th instant. 

If this order remain in force no man who has not lived in the midst of 
famine, disease, and death can foresee the consequences to our people. 
The suspending order directed the names of the greatest sufferers to 
be given, as if it intended relief to them; but none comes. Many who 
; are liable are without a pound of meat, bread, or anything to live on, 
_ to say nothing of firewood and other outside necessaries of life. It 
¥ may be said the brief space given them was sufficient. Not so; the 
searcity of every article prevents even the wealthy from laying in a 
supply in a brief period. On the contrary, it will require the daily 
and hourly exertions of the poor and those who have been burnt out 
to procure a scanty subsistence to sustain life during the winter. We 
4 are deeply impressed with the conviction that if the call is insisted 
upon it will result in no material advantage to the Government. 
When the soldier now in the Army learns that his neighbor on whom 
his family have leaned for support during all this war is himself called 
into service and his family (his wife and little children at home) are 
sure to suffer, he will become uneasy in his place, and will weigh the 
duty he owes his country and then weigh the duty he owes his family, 
and what the promptings of nature would be is not difficult to deter- 
mine. 

We know the Government needs men or it would not call them. 
We believe it is prompted by a high sense of duty to the country; 
yet we feel sure if it could see our once fair county, then teeming 
with its abundance, now almost ‘‘a howling wilderness,” it would not 
call for another man from its borders. We have no slave labor, and 


_ this call takes our principal > . Wh C 
- corn crop? What is to become o pring 6rop? == 
ss We believe it humanity to the peopl a the best interes} 
Government to suspend this call indefinitely. We believe 
embraced in that order ought to be permitted to remain at home, a 
- those who are liable and have not suffered and are able ought to be 
required to aid the family of the veteran soldier now in the field 
_ thus making him cheerful and happy in the discharge of his duty. 
We write you this with the hope that you may, through the Sec- _ 
retary of War or other authority, take action to suit our wants. iis 
that fail, we submit to your superior knowledge the propriety of Con- _— 
_ gressional action. en 
Yours, truly, 


WM. McK. WARTMANN. 
JOHN T. HARRIS. _ 


[First indorsement. ] 


This letter from the presiding justice of Rockingham County and 
Hon. John T. Harris, one of the delegates in the General Assembly 
- from that county, is respectfully submitted for the consideration of 
the Secretary of War. I can add nothing to what has so often been 
said by me and reported by the enrolling officer as to the dreadful 
condition of affairs in that county. 
JOHN B. BALDWIN. 


[Second indorsement.] | 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 
November 25, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

General Orders, No. 77, were suspended in Rockingham (as Hon. Mr. 
Baldwin will remember) to allow the people of. that ravaged county 
to make the best provision they could for the winter, before being 
sent to the field, and not with any express or implied view of exempt- 
ing them from service. I trust the Secretary of War may authorize 
relief to be granted in extreme cases, but I have no further authority 
in the premises. 

J. L. KEMPER, 


Major-General. 
[Third indorsement. ] 


NOVEMBER 29, 1864. 
Instructions have been given the Conscript Bureau which will extend 
such relief as can be afforded in individual cases. General exemp- 
tion cannot be allowed. The exigencies of the service are paramount. 
J. A. S. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 24, 1864. 
Maj. E. B. Briggs, 
Georgia Militia, Columbus, Ga.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 12th instant asking authority to raise a 
regiment of colored troops, should Congress authorize their formation, 
has been received. In reply you are informed that it is not probable 
that any such policy will be prescribed by Congress, and the Depart- 
ment is not prepared to consider such applications. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War 
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5 ie he General Gardner, see Series I, Vol. XLV, Part 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
_ Richmond, Va., November 24, 1864. 
neral GILBERT S. MEEM 


_ Shenandoah County, Va.: 


__ §1R: The memorial of the justices of Shenandoah County, submitted 
by you to the President, has been by him referred to this Department 
_ forappropriate reply. Deepest sympathy is felt for the suffering which 
_has been entailed on the people of Shenandoah and the adjoining 
— counties by the savage depredations and malignant incendiarism of 
- our enemies, and there is not wanting, on the part of the Department, 
- an earnest desire to afford to the people of the county all the allevi- 
ations which exigencies of the service will allow. 

[have had on this subject anxious conference with General Kemper 
~ and General Lee, and am compelled reluctantly to the conclusion that 


the reserves from Shenandoah and Page Counties, now serving in front 
of Richmond, cannot be relieved and sent home in this emergency. 


_ Neither can the call for those between eighteen and forty-five years of 


age capable of active service be altogether dispensed with. 

All that I see practicable at this time is, that such of the reserves 
remaining at home in these counties, now being collected by Brigadier- 
General Lee, may be allowed to remain, and that the enrolling officers 
engaged in assembling those between eighteen and forty-five capa- 
ble of active duty be instructed to exercise a more liberal discretion 
than heretofore in furloughing important mechanics and others, the 


necessity for whose presence is plain for the support of numerous 


dependents. ; 

_It is hoped the contingencies of the campaign may allow, at a later 
period, more liberality in furloughing the reserves in front of this city 
than the exigencies of service have hitherto permitted. Should such 
an opportunity occur it will be embraced with promptness, and the 
reserves from the counties desolated by the enemy will be specially 
favored. 

While these indulgences may appear to the distressed community 
of those counties but inadequate relief, they will, it is hoped, accept 
them as an earnest of the sympathy and interest of the Department, 
and believe that more is not done only because not compatible with 
the general defense and safety. 

Very respectfully, JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., November 25, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. GEORGE W. Lay, 
Inspector-General of Conscription: 

GERERAL: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to communi- 
eate for your information that purchasing agents or transportation 
agents appointed under the act of Congress approved June 14, 
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1864, chapter 52, from persons then over forty-five years of age or 
who are physically incapacitated for service in the field, or who had 
been in the service over twelve months, or who had been at that date 
discharging any of the duties required of such agents, are not liable 
to conscription. 

Should any of these agents not belong to the classes above enu- 
merated, they are liable to conscription, and will be duly enrolled and 
assigned, unless specially detailed to perform the duties of their 
agencies. : 

The Secretary further directs that this decision shall be communt- 
cated to your enrolling officers for their future guidance, and to 
secure the prompt assignment to the Army of all those acting as 
agents, who are not appointed in accordance with the provisions of 
the aforesaid act of Congress or detailed by competent authority. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Same to Generals of Reserves.) 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 25, 1864. 
Major-General WITHERS, 
Commanding Reserves in Alabama: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 8th instant, inclosing your correspond- 
ence with His Excellency Governor Watts, has been received. The 
tone of His Excelleney’s letter is well calculated to excite surprise. 

The conscription act of April 14, 1862, authorizes the President to 
call out and place in the military service of the Confederate States for 
three years all white men, who are residents of the Confederate States, 
between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five years at the time the eall 
or calls may be made who are not legally exempted from the military 
service. 

The act of September 27 following authorized the calling out of 
the residents between thirty-five and forty-five ‘‘at the time the call 
or calls may be made” who were not exempt. : 

The act of Congress of the 17th of February last declared that all 
white men between the ages of seventeen and fifty shall be in the 
military service of the Confederate States for the war from and after 
the passage of the act. This last act repealed all pre-existing exemp- 
tions, and enacted that the persons specified in the act should be 
exempt. Among the exemptions are such officers as the Governors of 
the respective States may certify to be necessary to the proper admin- 
istration of the State government. 

It is very clear that the acts of Congress determined that the per- 
sons who were to be placed in the Army and those who should be 
released from service under each of these acts were to be ascertained 
by the facts existing at the date of the Presidential calls or the date 
of the act of Congress, as expressed by the terms of the acts above 
quoted. 

It so happened that Congress, in adopting the exemption act of 
October, 1862, repealed the exemption act which had been adopted in 
April, and which accompanied the conscription bill of that month. 
An adherence to the terms of the act of April would have placed men 


been foreseen. The Department, therefore, allowed the class men- 
tioned in the act of April, and who were embraced in the call of that 
month, the benefit of the exemption of the October act when they had 
not been enrolled. This was not in accordance with the terms of the 
act, but was an indulgent construction, to meet an inconvenience pro- 
_ duced by the legislation. 

The act of February last contains no ambiguity, and does not 
require any departure from its language to fulfill the intention of 
Congress or to prevent hardships. Congress divided the population 
at the date of its enactment into the two classes, of conscripts and 
exempts. 

To entitle an officer to exemption he must have been an officer at 
that date. The Governor was authorized to decide, when the call for 
service was made, whether he was necessary for a proper administra- 
tion of the State government. I cannot understand the argument 
_ that is opposed to the view herein presented. 
| Congress, under its unquestionable power, appropriates the services 
' 

g 
$ 


of the men who are of the proper age for the public defense. At the 
date of this act there has been no appropriation of that service by any 
other authority. The men are in the militia, and might be called out 
_ by the President to perform militia duty under previous acts of Con- 
gress to repel the invader of the country; but Congress, having the 
power to raise armies in a period of great public danger, when the 
enemy is upon the soil of every State, and occupies an important por- 
tion of the Confederacy, deems that his services are requisite for the 
war, and so enacts. How can this man be taken from the service 
except by an act of Congress? The act of Congress is admitted to be 
in pursuance of the Constitution. It is the supreme law of the land. 
All men are required to render to it obedience, and the judges of the 
State are bound by it, anything in the constitution and laws of’ the 
- State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

If the Governor of Alabama supposes that the act of Congress con- 
tains an exemption in favor of officers who have been elected since 
the date of the act, and who have obtained a certificate from him 
that they are necessary for a public administration of the State 
government, the Department differs from him; but this difference 
scarcely entitles him to take up arms, or to menace with resistance by 
force the administration of the Department. The question is a judi- 
cial one, and the courts are open to the party aggrieved to assert his 
right toanexemption. The question is not one of a political character, 
involving any necessity for a discussion between the executives of 
the Confederate and State governments, but of private right, between 
the individual claiming to be exempt from service and the officer who 
asserts his liability to the service. If the claim be that independently 
of any act of Congress the officer is exempt; that the claim of the 
State for civil service is paramount under the prior claim of the Con- 
federate States for military service, and its assertion of that claim 
by appointing, still the question may be disposed of by the judicial 
tribunals. The Department approves of the course you have adopted 
and of.the tone and matter of your correspondence. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
54 R R—SERIES IV, AOL III 
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[NOVEMBER 25, 1864.—For order of Governor Brown establishing _ 
camps of organization for Georgia ‘militia, see Series I, Vol. LI; -3 
p. 378. | . : 


RicuMonD, November 26, 1864. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 

In response to your resolution of the 17th instant I herewith trans- 
mit for your information a communication from the Secretary of 
War relative to the number of persons in ‘‘ each State exempted from 
military service upon the certificate of the Governors, respectively, 
that they are officers necessary for the proper administration of the 
government of said States.” 

* JEFF’N DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, i 
Richmond, November 24, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: - 

Str: I have received the following resolutions of the Senate 
referred by Your Excellency to this Department: 

Resolved, That the President of the Confedorate States be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate the number of persons in each State exempted from mil- 
itary service upon the certificate of the Governors, respectively, that they are 
officers necessary for the proper administration of the government of said States. 

In response I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from 
the superintendent of conscription containing the information ealled 
for by the Senate. 

: Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 28, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: : 
Str: I have the honor to return the inclosed paper referred to this 
Bureau, and in pursuance of your indorsement to report thereon 
that you will find the response thereto contained in the paper inclosed, 
marked A. I use the opportunity to remark that the Governors of 
several States, in giving certificates of exemptions, under the act 
of the 17th of February, 1864, do not confine their certificates to 
officers as that term seems to be used in the law, but extend them to 
all persons in the service of the State, or in any mode employed by 
State authority, and that authority is interposed to prevent the con- 
-Scription officers from enrolling and assigning such persons to Con- 
federate service. In the past year I have frequently invited your 
attention to the cases arising under this action. In my returns I of 
course report all such cases of certificates as for officers, that being 
the term used in the law. ; 
Thave the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


number of State officers exempted in each State on the certificate of the 
Governors of the respective States. ae 


ississippi 
ast Tennessee 


HEADQUARTERS BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., November 20, 1864. 


I certify that the above list is a true extract from the official returns 
furnished me by the generals of reserves in the respective States, as 
contained in the consolidated reports of the commandants of conscripts. — 

JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 28, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 

Sir: The resolution of the House of Representatives requesting the 
President to inform the House by what authority of law the War 
Department is now conducting an impressment of slaves in Virginia, 
without regard to the State law on that subject, which has been 
referred by you to this Department, has been received. 

On the 17th of September last General Lee, commanding the Army 
of Northern Virginia, made known to this Department ‘‘ that there 
was an immediate necessity for the services of 5,000 negroes for 
thirty days;” that the necessity was sufficiently urgent to justify 
calling for this labor at once; that he could not consistently with 
the exigencies of the service detail officers and soldiers from the 
army for this duty, and said ‘‘that if the agents of the Bureau of 
Conscription can be employed for this purpose I am prepared to give 
them such authority as I consistently may. They can consult with 
the local authorities and arrange for the impressment in such manner 
as to be least injurious to the public service. I inclose a tabular 
statement of the quota and the counties from which it is proposed *o- 
draw the negroes.” 

The existence of an urgent necessity for an immediate supply of 
the labor required was unquestionable. In conformity to the request 
of the commanding general the agency of the officers of conscription 
was directed for the impressment according to the schedule furnished 
by him, with orders to confine the impressment to slaves between 
eighteen and fifty years of age, and that not more than one slave out 
of every five on any farm should be taken, and where there were only 
three slaves of the ages required those should be exempt. 

The question whether a commanding general, in the absence of any 
law upon the subject, under the pressure of an immediate and 
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urgent necessity, be authorized to impress slaves for service with his 
army has been much debated in this country, and a diversity of 
opinion has been expressed upon it. In a discussion in Congress of a 
claim for compensation for the loss of a slave so impressed for the 
defense of a city in a state of siege, Judge P. P. Barbour, of Virginia, 
said: | 

The slave, as an item of property, is not a mémber of the body politic; he 
owes no service on his own account to the Government. The Government knows 
him only as the property of his master, and it can get at him only in two ways— 
the one is by the ordinary process of taxation, and the other is by the extraordi- 
nary exertion of power under a pressing public emergency. -* * * If the 
officer wantonly or unnecessarily invade the property of the citizen, he is a 
tresspasser. But, then, this must be shown, and in the present case not so much as 
a doubt has been suggested of the existence of such a case of necessity. If the 
necessity exists, then that case has arisen in which the Government may take the 
private property for the public use. 3 

The power of a general in the field to impress private property for 
the public use in a case of an immediate necessity has, since the dis- 
cussion referred to, been judicially determined by the Supreme Court 
of the United States to be legitimate. 

The fifth section of the impressment act of the 16th of February 
last, amendatory of the laws regulating impressments, seems to recog- 
nize this power as belonging to the commanding general, for it pro- 
hibits the impressment of a very large class of slaves ‘‘except in 
ease of urgent necessity, and upon the order of the general com- 
manding the department” in which the class referred to. may be 
employed. It was to this class of slaves that General Lee had ref- 
erence in his letter when he speaks of communicating the authority 
that resides in him. This Department, in ordering the impressments 
under the circumstances before mentioned, in conformity to the 
request of the commanding general and according to his plan, had 
some reference to the powers that belonged to him under the condi- 
tions that have been disclosed. 

It also made reference to the powers with which it was clothed by 
the acts of Congress. The fourth section of the act of Congress of 
the 26th of March, 1863, authorized the Secretary of War to take 
private property for the public use whenever he shall deem it neces- 
sary by reason of the impracticability of procuring the same by 
contract, so as to accumulate supplies for the Army, or for the good 
of the service, in any locality, by general order, through the instru- 
mentality of subordinate officers. 

The ninth section of the same act directed that when slaves are 
impressed by the Confederate Government to labor on fortifications or 
other public works the impressment should be made according to the 
rules and regulations provided in the laws of the State where they are 
impressed; and in the absence of such law, in accordance with such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of War shall from time to time 
prescribe, not inconsistent with the terms of the act. This act of 
Congress does not require the Department to employ the agency of 
State officers to secure the labor of slaves. The power to make the 
impressment in the fourth section of the act above quoted gives to the 
Secretary of War the power to impress any property liable to impress- 
ment through the agency of officers of the Confederate States, and in 
the ninth section of the act the terms used are, “‘that when slaves are 
impressed by the Confederate Government, * * * the impress- 
ment shall be made by said Government” in accordance with such 
rules and regulations as have been provided in the laws of the State 
wherein they are impressed, if there be such laws. 


as may be among the several counties, cities, and towns of the Com- 


monwealth, for the hire to be paid, the obligations to be incurred by 
the Confederate Government, and for the manner of the collection 


and delivery of the slaves. This act is not an act for the impressment 


of slaves, but a mode of drafting them for the public service. The 


- execution of the act was dependent in a great measure upon the action 


of the county court, and experience has fully shown that its operation 
is dilatory, and that it is not suitable for an immediate and urgent 
necessity, such as existed in this ease. 

The only provision in this act that authorizes the impressment of 


9 slaves is conditional upon the event of the neglect or refusal of the 


county or corporation court to perform the duty imposed upon them. 
In that event the Governor is authorized, with the aid of certain speci- 
fied, officers of the county, to make an impressment of the slaves 
demanded from the county by agents of his selection. 

The Department has usually collected slaves for work upon fortifi- 
cations by a requisition upon the Governor according to the terms of 
this act. It is equitable in its provisions, and the agencies employed 
are probably the least obnoxious of any other for the accomplishment 
of the object proposed—that object being the assertion of an onerous 
and repulsive claim for service. But the existing circumstances did 
not admit of the delay necessarily involved in the use of its machin- 
ery. The Department has not supposed that this act was incorporated 
into the legislation of the Confederate States by the ninth section of 
the act of March, 1863, but it has in its general order under that sec- 
tion of act and its special order in the present instance preserved its 
teading features in reference to the apportionment of the labor, the 
compensation to be made, the obligations to be assumed to the owner 
in case of the loss or injury of the property, and the length of time 
for which the slaves are to be continued in the service. . 

Having thus shown the authority of law under which the Depart- 
ment is now conducting the impressment of slaves in Virginia, the 
answer to the resolution of the House of Representatives is respect- 


fully submitted. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 34. Richmond, Va., November 28, 1864. 


In the recent reports of commandants of conscripts there have been 
exhibited frequent inaccuracies both of returns and calculations, and 
such manifest discrepancies as would indicate a want of scrutiny in 
making them up. 

This Bureau must rely solely on the monthly reports for all the 
information therein called for, and the Government is dependent on 
this Bureau for that information. It is of the very first importance 
that these reports should be full, accurate, and correspondent. 

It is the duty of commandants to scrutinize all returns, to have 
them thoroughly corrected, and to consolidate them with mathematical 
accuracy. 


854 CORRESPONDENCE, E 


Wherever there are defects, omissions, or discrepancies they should — 
be pointed out and accounted for under the head of = remarks,” and 
each report should be accompanied by a brief analysis on a separate 
sheet of paper and the wants of the service indicated. : 

Such accompanying report may properly comment on the capacity 
and conduct of enrolling officers by name or as a class, and on the 
condition of the service. : : 

The Bureau is always aided in its administration by such intelli- 
gent communications. 

Each monthly report must be certified and signed by the com- ~ 
mandant. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 
C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., November 28, 1864. 


His Excellency President DAVIS: 


Str: I have the honor to transmit for your information a copy of 
the report of the major-general commanding reserve forces in Vir- 
ginia, acting under General Orders, Nos. 73 and 77, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office. At the time these orders were issued it 
was vaguely conjectured, and perhaps represented, that they would 
furnish to the Army of Northern Virginia near 40,000 men. From the 
records of this Bureau at that time my estimate was that they would 
furnish about 5,000 men. The beggarly list here presented does not 
reach to my calculations, and I am informed that of this number 
many have already deserted or have been discharged. My belief is 
that had General Orders, No. 73, been omitted or properly modified so 
as. to express your purpose of calling the reserve forces to the aid and . 
not to the control of the conscription authorities, and then the wide 
field of 77 been opened to this agency, a much larger contribution to ~ 
the Army would have been made without serious disturbance to the 
industry of the country or the departments of Government. 

I fear it may be assumed that this control and direction of the 
officers and business of conscription by the general of reserves in 
their respective States isa failure. Their aid and that of their forces 
called as occasion may demand might be beneficial. I venture to use 
the occasion as pertinent to reiterate, from my thirty months’ expe- 
rience, that for the uniform, impartial, and thoroughly efficient 
administration of conscription, first, all exemptions by classes should 
be absolutely abolished; second, conscription should be made inde- 
pendent of the regular military authorities, and the President 
authorized to assign to the service such officers as he may select, or to 
appoint for this special duty from civil life, either with rank or 
salary, such persons as he may select. 

The present organization, properly officered, with authority to use 
the reserve forces on occasion, could perform all the functions of con- 
scription proper, including the levy of slaves, the management of 
details, furloughs, &c., and also take charge of deserters and absen- 
tees, and supervise the entire interior military police. Iam confident ° 
that without seriously disturbing a single important existing regulation 
a general order could be devised which would, through the conscription 


n, give simplicity, energy, and good resu!ts to the 

organizations of the country. 

king your lenient consideration for these free suggestions, 

_Thave the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 

- Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


= [First indorsement. ] 


; Adjutant-General for remarks on the points presented. 

z : J.-D. 

; [Second indorsement. ] 

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
December 2, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Major-General Kemper for such information 
as will enable the undersigned to respond to the indorsement of the 
President after he has a more full understanding of the subject. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 

December 7, 1864. | 
- Respectfully returned. 

In one respect Brigadier-General Preston and myself agree, to wit, 
that the present connection of the Bureau of Conscription and the 
reserve commanders can be productive of no good, for either the 
reserve commanders should control and conduct the business of con- 
scription in the several States with their reserve forces, or they should 
be relieved of their present irritating connection with that business. 

“General Preston’s remarks and his mode of addressing them will 
_ illustrate the want of cordially co-operative relations, the actual an- 
tagonisms between the old and the new agents of conscription, which 
are to be deeply deplored and which may cause the new system to 
delay instead of to expedite the re-enforcement of the armies. It was 
in view of those relations that I asked to be relieved of my present 
command. 

General Preston, however, severely refiects upon his own Bureau 
when he points with triumphant manner to what he terms ‘‘the beg- 
garly list here presented,” as sustaining his allegations. General 
Orders, No. 77, were issued on the 8th and my conscription circular 
executing those orders was issued on the 10th of October last. Some 
days were consumed in circulating the orders. ‘‘The beggarly list,” 
inclosed, shows 4,538 conscripts received at Camp Lee in the month 
of October; nearly all if not every one of whom were received within 
the last eighteen days of that month. 

Does General Preston mean to imply that all the men liable to mili- 
tary service under Orders 77 from Virginia were gotten out within 
less than twenty days? If so, he pays an unmerited tribute to my 
efficiency, for future reports will show that many were received in 
November, if not later. 

The Bureau may be challenged to show when, before the month of 
October, 1864, the conscript officers collected 4,538 men within the same 
period. I am informed that in the twelve months preceding October 
last the Bureau and its agents assigned a fraction over 7,000 men to 
the armies from all the States within its reach. ~ Now, if this is so I 
confidently expect to show that within the few weeks I have had 
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charge of conscription in Virginia more men have gone to the Army 
from Virginia alone than were assigned by the Bureau and its agents 
from all the States within the preceding twelve months. It is believed 
that such facts will prove more forcible than even General Preston’s 
eloquent and caustic commentaries. When General Preston alleges 
‘““it was vaguely conjectured and perhaps represented” that 40,000 
men would be furnished by the orders (from Virginia), it is submitted 
that he wanders into the region of idle and groundless rumor, if he 
means to impute such conjecture to myself. Some of his own subor- 
dinates know that my opinion was that the orders would add 10,000 
men to the Army from Virginia, but that there were-in my belief 
40,000 men in Virginia out of the Army between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five years. Even the returns of the Bureau, obviously 
imperfect and partial, which were furnished me by one of its officers 
about the Ist of September last, showed 28,035 men in the State 
between eighteen and forty-five exempted and detailed for all causes. 
It is true General Preston alleges that the ‘‘ conscription authorities 
proper” would have made a much larger contribution to the Army if 
they had been allowed to execute General Orders, No. 77, in the usual 
way. It is a significant fact, however, that I received no orders 
through the Bureau to execute General Orders, No. 77, until ten days 
after those orders had been published by the War Department, until 
after I had collected hundreds of conscripts in pursuance of those 
orders. This fact alone makes it obvious that if the tedious routine 
of the Bureau and its agents had been relied on the orders would 
hardly have been circulated throughout the State in the month of 
October, much less would any conscripts have been assigned to the 
Army in the critical emergency then pending. . 

As regards General Preston’s intimation that General Orders, No. 
77, have been executed in Virginia with serious disturbance of the. 
public sentiment and the public industry, I make no reply, except to 
point to the gratifying and universal testimony of the general publie 
of Virginia in proof that since the publication of General Orders, 
No. 78, conscription in this State has been characterized by more 
vitality and vigor, has been more popular, elicited higher commenda- 
tion, achieved more important results, and has more rapidly 
re-enforced the Army in an emergency than at any previous time 
whatever. It is due to myself to aver that far better results would 
have been accomplished but for the incumbrance of the pre-existing 
system of conscription which I have had to bear, which has impeded 
my operations, frustrated many of my best efforts to serve the coun- 
try, and seriously impaired my usefulness. 
J. L. KEMPER, 

Major-General. 

[Fourth indorsement.] : 

Respectfully returned to the President. 

I scarcely know what remarks to make on the subject of this 
unpleasant controversy other than to submit the accompanying 
paper,* which contains my views as to the means whereby the recruit- 
ment of our armies may be most rapidly effected. Every consider- 
ation, in my judgment, should be given to the most effectual and 
prompt means for filling our ranks. 

S. COOPER, . 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 


*See inclosure No. 3, p. 859. 
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[Inclosure No. 1.] 


of October, 1864. 


of progress made in execution of the conscript law 


cripts on hand at date of last report, October 1, 1864........--.- 489 
A SOR ETS PUSSIES Ng eS ee 4, 538 
4 : —— 5,027 
Pveniemed since larireportres..0-..10.....--)a...-..-:----.-----:--- 2 
inno pen vErent Olle d me mmmemme mnt Shee eo ene 6 
- Discharged_-_____- oer Me SY a Pie po oe 218 
[DOSENERNUI SS art) oa Sa Gee a ey ga 12° 
Moetailedsc. oss ee ee Cotk Se Aare i ae 2 alte 741 
ABST Cte 8 Se ne ae ee Ee SeeN ence ese De ile 
‘Discharged: under habeas:corpus'=--- 2. 2 Sa eet eee uf 
INGHoVved trom TePisti atone ese oo Meco s keet tes 28 
Ordered to Brigadier-General Preston, Bureau of Conscription _____- i 
On hand at camp of instruction, Dublin, when it was abolished ____- 31 
8, 887 
On hand at camp of instruction, Richmond, November 1, 1864____________- 1,140 


Of the 4,538 conscripts received in the month of October, 4,450 were received 
after publication of General Orders, No. 77, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Of this numbe. 1,244 were light-duty men, most of whom 
had been previously so found under General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspec- 


Office, current series. 


tor General’s Office, but were unassi 


No. 77. 


gned and reported under General Orders, 


Details revived by General Orders, No. 81, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 


UNIGO 2.3 ae see ee SR EN ibe Gale Sarat ee wer Iam Sen FRE 26 
Light-duty men who apply for detail under General Orders, No. 81 ___------- 379 
CONSCRIPT OFFICE, Richmond, November 1, 1864. 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 
Assignments in Virginia for month of October, 1864. 
Organization. No. Organization. No. | Organization. No. 
INFANTRY. INFANTRY—cont’tl. INFANTRY—cont’d. 
ist Virginia Regiment...| 47 || 32d Virginia Regiment..-| 2 || Wise’s brigade.....-...--- v1 
2a Virginia Regiment-...| 7 || 33d Virginia Regiment...| 1 6th Georgia Regiment -.. tt 
8d Virginia Regiment...) 28 || 34th Virginia Regiment...) 7 1st Virginia Battalion -.- 12 
4th Virginia Regiment...| 23 || 35th Virginia Regiment...) 183 || 22d Virginia Battalion. -- 23 
5th Virginia Regiment-...| 16 || 37th Virginia Regiment...| 8 || 23d Virginia Battalion... 39 
6th Virginia Regiment...| 2 || 38th Virginia Regiment...) 108 — 
7th Virginia Regiment-...| 11 || 40th Virginia Regiment...| 19 Totals: -:cn~asseseee 2, 627 
8th Virginia Regiment...| 6 || 41st Virginia Regiment...) 19 — 
9th Virginia Regiment...| 28 || 42d Virginia Regiment...| 37 ARTILLERY. 
10th Virginia Regiment...| 52 || 44th Virginia Regiment...| 8 t : 
llth Virginia Regiment...| 107 || 45th Virginia Regiment...) 44 || Drewry’s artillery.....-.. 4 
12th Virginia Regiment...| 66 || 46th Virginia Regiment...| 35 || Burroughs’ artillery ...-.. 1 
13th Virginia Regiment--.| 90 || 47th Virginia Regiment...) 1) || Fluvanna Artillery .. 2 
14th Virginia Regiment...| 70 || 48th Virginia Regiment...) 13 || Rockbridge Artillery -. 1 
15th Virginia Regiment...| 59 || 49th Virginia Regiment...| 86 || Washington Artillery .-.. 2 
16th Virginia Regiment...| 21 || 50th Virginia Regiment...| 2 || 2d Battalion Heavy Artil- 1 
l7th Virginia Regiment-..| 10 || 51st Virginia Regiment...| 76 Jory. ; 
18th Virginia Regiment...| 75 || 52d Virginia Regiment...) 10 || lst Company Richmond 1 
19th Virginia Regiment...| 62 || 53d Virginia Regiment...) 110 Howitzers. ’ 
21st Virginia Regiment...| 34 || 54th Virginia Regiment. ..| 102 || 2d Company Richmond 2 
22a Virginia Regiment...| 41 || 55th Virginia Regiment...| 28 Howitzers. ; 
23d Virginia Regiment...| 20 || 56th Virginia Regiment...) 112 || 3d_ Company Richmond 1 
24th Virginia Regiment...) 34 || 57th Virginia Regiment...| 63 Howitzers. 2 
25th Virginia Regiment...! 3 || 58th Virginia Regiment...| 35 || Norfolk Light Avtillery 5 
26th Virginia Regiment...| 17 || 59th Virginia Regiment...) 43 Blues. 
27th Virginia Regiment...| 4 | 60th Virginia Regiment...| 10 || Penick’s battery.-.-.-.-.. 1 
28th Virginia Regiment...| 59 || 30th Virginia Battalion ...| 3 || Martin’s battery-.---.---. 1 
29th Virginia Regiment...; 28 || Early’s command .-....,../ 254 || Chew’s battery -..-- a5 2 
30th Virginia Regiment...' 127 || Pickett’s division ........ 10 French s battery ......... 1 
31st Virginia Regiment...| 14 |} Mahone’s brigade....-....| 1 |] Talley’s battery .....-.... 1 


Assignments in Virgini 


Organization. No. | - Organization. - Organizati 
: aa : 
i - Se ae 
ARTILLERY—cont’d. CAVALRY—cont'd. CAVALRY—cont’d. 
Dance’s battery......----- 1 | 6th Virginia Regiment...) 4 || 24th Virginia Regiment... 
Barr's batte ats OSS ee 20 || 8th Virginia Regiment...| 15 || 27th Virginia Battalion 
Jackson’s battery -------- 9 | 9th Virginia Regiment.. | 10 || 34th Virginia Battalio 
Douthat’s battery -.------ 2 | 10th Virginia Regiment.-..| 25 || Chambliss’ brigade ..- 
 Griffin’s battery -..------. 4 | 12th Virginia Regiment...| 1 || 2d Missouri Cavalry... 
SS |__| 13th Virginia Regiment...) 9 
Ovals Soconeees eeees 62 | 14th Virginia Regiment...| 1 Total cavalry-.-.-.- 
=== 15th Virginia Regiment..-|  #& =~ 
CAVALRY. 16th Virginia Regiment...| 1 ENGINEERS. | E 
17th Virginia Regiment. . 1 : Sie E = 
1st Virginia Regiment....| 3 || 18th Virginia Regiment... 1 || 1st Regiment Engineers...) 1 
2d Virginia Regiment..../ 6 || 19th Virginia Regiment...| 3 || 3d RegimentEngineers..; 4 
3d Virginia Regiment....| 10 | 21st Virginia Regiment... 1 > — 
4th Virginia Regiment....| 12 || 22d Virginia Regiment.-.| 1 POtdl Sasnass somes 16 
5th Virginia Regiment....| 2 23d Virginia Regiment...) 2 ’ 
RECAPITULATION. 
Arm of service. _| Number. 
DUARGEY seme aoee caw see Sr ee ree ee 2, 627 
ACHING ees sa sontas tase ea Se eae isa e pea eae ewe Sse eee ee SaSes Sakis oes 62 
ES SRV 9 ge ce em eww ie gam wr wa 125 | 
SEMGIN COPS a aw cca oo ees oe ewaiesiaws eae eae eee laawa es ae Se eS a ae ea 16 
NAV Sees = eee ee icy eae ee eg ae a a af 
From camp at Dublin to Richmond... -....---..---.--.:-------- Eo ee er eee : 16 
Totd ls stu aa ee en 2,847 — 


Respectfully submitted. 
J. C. SHIELDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commandant for Virginia. 
Capt. R. H. Cater, 
_ Assistant Adjutant-General, Reserve Forces of Virginia. 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, November 21, 1864. 


_ Respectfully referred to the Bureau of Conscription with the remark 
that this report does not show the full number of men who have been 
sent to the Army under General Orders, No. 77. The existing machin- 
ery of conscription is not adapted to the work of rapidly re-enforcing 
the Army in an emergency. Hundreds of men who were sent to Camp 
Lee dropped out, disappeared without any means of accounting for 
them existing that I can discover, while many more joined the Army 
irregularly, without passing through Camp Lee. The machinery 
which was turned over to me could not dispose of the men as fast as I. 
got them, and hence many were lost or joined the Army irregularly. 

From data which Iam now collecting I expect to show that double 
the number of men mentioned in this report were sent to the Army 
within the time specified. 


® 


J. L. KEMPER, 


Major-General. 
[Second indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, November 24, 1864. 


_ Respectfully transmitted to the Secretary of War and special atten- - 
tion invited to indorsement of Major-General Kemper. It will be 
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ed that he assumes the existing machinery of conserip 
apted to the re-enforcement of the Army in an emergency. 
the assumption on which General Orders, No. 73, was based, and 
se orders added to this machinery the entire reserve force of Vir- 
inia and placed the whole under the order of General Kemper. Gen- 


x eral Orders, No. 77, revoking all details, furloughs, and temporary | 


exemptions, and by ordering the revision of all medical exemptions 


and the cases of light-duty men, opened, as it was supposed, an 
immense field for the double machinery to furnish men to the Army. 
_ The result is reported at less than 3,000 men. It appears, therefore, 


that the machinery of conscription, even when controlled and aided | 
by the machinery of the reserve forces, is not adapted to the rapid 
re-enforcement of the Army in an emergency. Indeed, it seems that 
even after the men are found by General Orders, No. 77, and are 
placed within the jurisdiction of this double machinery, they drop 
out and disappear or join the Army irregularly. It may therefore be 
concluded from this report that the duplex machinery created by 
General Orders, No. 73, to operate on the material created for it in 
General Orders, No. 77, and on the whole conscription material proper, 
is scarcely more efficacious in furnishing re-enforcements than the 
simple existing machinery of conscription. 

It may be further assumed that had the material furnished by Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 77, been left to the control of the conscription author- _ 
ity proper a result quite equal to that stated in this report would have 
been attained, and without serious disturbance either of publie senti- 
ment or the productive industry of the country. 

JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


Suggestions for a general order in reference to the enrollment of con- 
scripts and reserve forces. 


I. The business of enrollment, conscription, and collection of 
absentees, and the assignment of conscripts to the Army, will be con- 
ducted by the generals of reserves in the several States, under the 
direction of an officer of superior rank, who may be hereafter desig- 
nated for the purpose. 

(Note.—The superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription being 
subordinate in rank to many of the general officers of reserves, jeal- 
ousies and irritations are likely to arise between the Bureau of Con- 
scription and reserve commanders, and it would seem to be doubtful 
if uniformity of action can be secured in at once organizing and com- 
manding the reserves and enforcing conscription, unless all reserve 
commanders are placed under some common head of appropriate 
rank.) ; 

II. All applications for exemption and detail and the returns and 
reports required by existing orders will be forwarded by the generals 
of reserves to the Bureau of Conscription. 

(NotE.—This, it is believed, will secure the Bureau of Conscription 
in the undisturbed exercise of all its functions for which it was orig- 
inally created. All the bureau work of conscription will thus be 
committed to the superintendent, while the more active and military 
duty of collecting conscripts, stragglers, and deserters and forward- 
ing them to the Army will be imposed on the commanders of reserves, 
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who alone have the control of the forces required for the performance 
of such duty. The more military duties will by this arrangement be 
separated from the office or bureau duties; the liability to confusion 
and conflict, it is believed, will be avoided, while the reserve com- 
manders, having nothing to do with the decision of detail and exemp- 
tion cases, will be left free to attend to the active command of the 
reserve forces whenever occasion requires. ) aa 

III. All conscripts will hereafter be sent directly from the district 
of their residence to the commands in the field to which they may be 
assigned, or to such rendezvous for conscripts'as may be appointed 
by the generals commanding armies in the field. : 

The camp of instruction, the office of commandants of conscripts, 

and the conscript medical boards are hereby abolished. _ A surgeon 
may be assigned by the general of reserves to each enrolling district, 
whose duty it shall be to ascertain and determine what conscripts can 
be sent, without jeopardy of life or health, before the medical boards 
attached to the commands in the field to which such conscripts may 
be assigned. Such medical boards will be organized for the examina- 
tion of conscripts and will determine the fitness of the conscripts for 
service in the field. 
_ (Note.—The importance of thus simplifying the machinery of 
conscription and imparting greater promptness to its operations is 
deemed to be great and necessary. The camps of instruction were 
originally intended for the purpose imparted to their name, but there 
being now neither necessity nor propriety in detaining men at such 
places to instruct them in the duties of the soldier, when they are so 
much wanted in the field, I feel satisfied that confusion and delay 
will be avoided by breaking up those camps. The conscript medical 
boards located in the several districts being subject to the suspicion 
of local and personal influence, and being charged with favoritism 
and other abuses, and the system being, at least, an unwieldy and 
dilatory one, I deem it best to substitute for them simply an expe- 
rienced surgeon in each district, but not of the district, with power 
to decide, preliminarily, what men the enrolling office can send before 
the army boards in the field without risk of life or health.) 

The office of commandant of conscripts, which is not recognized by 
law, is now deemed unnecessary, as the general of reserves is him- 
self, to all intents and purposes, commandant of conscripts. 

To continue the present office of commandant is to interpose a 
superfluous officer between the general of reserves and his enrolling 
officers, which places him one remove further from the subordinates 
whom he is designed directly to control. I deem it of the first impor- 
tance to simplify the machinery of conscription in every possible way, 
so that the rapid and efficient control of the enrolling officers may 
produce the desired results. 

The greatest objection to the present system of conscription is the 
needless complexity of its machinery, which renders it cumbrous and 
dilatory in the transaction of business. In order to be effective at 
any time, but especially in this emergency, it must have imparted to it 
absolute simplicity of structure and celerity of operation. The Bureau 
located at Richmond has undertaken to decide all applications for 
exemption and detail, as well as nameless other miscellaneous appli- 
cations from all the States east of the Mississippi. Suchan application 
has heretofore been made to the county enrolling officer, who summoned 
his advisory board, investigated the case, entered it in his books. and 
reported it to a district enrolling officer, who, in his turn, investi- 


—— 


 CONFEDE 


commandant of conscripts for the State. The commandant next 
- made his examination and entries and indorsed and forwarded the 
_ papers to the Bureau of Conscription for its action. Frequently 
months were consumed in thus maturing the case, and even then on 
account of some defect it was liable to be sent back for rectification. 
In going back to the county enrolling officer it had to pass, in going 
as well as returning, the same circuitous channels to be indorsed, and 
the indorsement entered in a particular set of books as it passed 
each link in the chain of communication. Cases have passed in this 


successive times before it was properly made out, and even then, after 
being once decided, it was liable to be taken up again for a rehear- 
ing and started out once more upon its travels. During the pendency 
of these proceedings the applicant was usually allowed to remain out 
of the Army by virtue of his pending application. While the 
papers of a case were thus being sent to and fro between the county 
¢ enrolling officer and the Bureau of Conscription an increase of 
volume and a consumption of time were involved enough to make 
a business man despair of ever getting the applicant into the Army. 

The Bureau has been so far removed from its agents as to lose its 

control of them. The Bureau, in attempting to investigate and adju- 
. dicate cases of every description, coming up from all the cis- Mississippi 
States, seeks to accomplish what can only be done with intolerable 
delay, uncertainty, and confusion. When the cases are gotten into 
this routine it seems to be the hardest of all possible things to get the 
men into the Army, for while the cases are dragging their slow length 
along the applicants often change their residence or occupation, or 
somehow their States, or appear to be buried beneath the accumulated 
office matter. Let no one be surprised that cases should be found 
pending from six to twelve months, or that the records of conscrip- 
tion should show in a single district twenty-odd hundred conscripts 
reported and less than one-tenth of the number sent to the Army after 
the lapse of many months, or that dispassionate judges, well 
acquainted with the working of the system, should aver that it has 
kept more men out of the armies than would have sufficed to close 
the war. Such asystem of conscription can only be likened to Mil- 
ton’s ‘‘Serbonian bog, where armies whole have sunk.” The true 
plan, it is suggested, is as follows: Let an energetic executive officer 
control the business in each State. Let the general of reserves, act- 
ing as general of conscription, be that officer. Let the commandant of 
conscripts, the camps of instruction, with their commandants and 
corps of subordinates, the various county and district boards, both 
advisory and medical, be all abolished. Let all and each of the 
existing intermediaries between the general of conscription and the 
county enrolling officers, together with the whole of their elaborate 
systems of entries, indorsations, and books, be swept away, leaving 
only a corps of inspectors to supervise and report upon the conduct 
of county enrolling officers, and a single medical officer for each dis- 
trict. The general of conscription would in this way be brought 
into immediate communication and contact with his county officers, 
and their operations would be guided directly by his ownhand. The 
general of conscription should be confined strictly to thé employment 
of retired and disabled officers and men and to his own reserve forces 
for the performance of all enrolling and conscript guard duty. That 
force would be ample to enable him to sweep every county bare of 
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d, made entries in his books, indorsed, and forwarded to the 


way, back and forth, through all the intermediate offices, several | 
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conscripts, stragglers, and deserters without the employment of a sin- 
gle able-bodied man of the active forces. When a conscript is to be 
assigned let him be sent from the county of his residence to the near- 
est intermediate soldiers’ home or to such rendezvous for recruits 
as the general commanding the army may appoint, thence to be for- 
warded to whatever regiment entitled to recruits he may select. No 
conscripts should be thus forwarded unless, in the judgment of the 
district surgeon, he would probably be found [fit] for full service by 
a field medical board upon his joining his regiment in the field. Every 
question of conscription, including all cases of exemption and detail 
arising in a State should be determined at the office of the general 
of conscription, all the sets of books, entries, indorsements, orders, and 
correspondence heretofore kept up by the Bureau of: Conscription, 
the commandant of conscripts, the commandants ef camps of instruc- 
tion, the district officers, &c., being abolished and replaced by the 
single set of books kept at the headquarters of the general of con- 
scription. 

All the superfluous machinery of conscription being thus lopped off, 
a vast expense would be saved by the abandonment of useless and 
dilatory agencies, and a valuable increase of the Army would be 
effected by sending to the field the corps of officers and clerks, order- 
lies, couriers, and guards now needlessly striving ‘‘ how not to do it” 
in the Department of Conscription. It will be observed that this 
plan implies that the Bureau of Conscription (a bureau neither cre- 
ated nor directly recognized by Congress) should be abolished, and 
the duties heretofore performed by it are devolved by the plan upon 
the generals of conscription in the several States. It is obvious, how- 
ever, that a central controlling head must exist to insure uniformity 
and efficiency of action among the generals of conscription in the 
States. This central head should be a man of military experience as 
well as the best practical business qualifications, for he is to command 
all the reserve forces as well as the business of conscription through- 
out the Confederacy. His command would be larger in numbers and 
more important in character than any other whatever. His head- 
quarters would be the source from which would emanate the orders 
prescribing the general rules and regulations to govern at once the 
organization and command of the reserve forces and the administra- 
tion of conscription by his subordinate generals in the States. 

No mere bureau work, no such corps of officers and clerks would 
encumber his headquarters as now fills the long perspective of the 
Bureau of Conscription, vainly endeavoring to decide all the multi- 
farious questions of detail, exemption, assignment, rehearing, &c., 
arising in the Confederacy. If such cases ever reached his head- 
quarters it would be by appeal from the decisions of his subordinate 
generals in the States, and would be considered after the appellant 
had been sent to and was serving in the Army. His would be a legiti- 
mate military command. As the large and important interests now 
connected with posts, hospitals, provost-marshalships, prisoners, &c., 
are not subject to a proper central control nor under any single 
effective administration, and as many of them constitute the lurking 
places for numbers who are liable to field duty, they should all come 
under the direction of the general-in-chief of the reserves and con- 
scription. This would constitute a military department of the interior 
which would supervise and manage all military interests not now 
under the direction of generals commanding armies in the field. The 
advantages of such an organization would not lie merely in its 


‘ 


pactness and simplicity; it would impart unity, celerity, and_ 
nsibility to the operations of conscription, to money purchasing, | 
‘sing, and miscellaneous agencies and interests which are now — 
tually irresponsible, and which, by reason of present irresponsi- 
ity, are attended with serious losses to the country in both menand ~ 
oney. 
The foregoing plan of a military department of the interior is the 
_ suggestion of an experienced soldier, not the writer. It is hoped that 
nothing in these suggestions will be construed as reflecting upon the 
_ present superintendent of the Bureau of Conscription. The above 
_ strictures are aimed at the present system of conscription, not at that 
- distinguished and respected gentleman. 
Notre.—During the months of July and August, 1864, the indorse- 
ments copied at the office of the commandant of conscripts for Virginia, 
alone amounted to 600 quarto pages. - 
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[NOVEMBER 28, 1864.—For Clark to Maury, in relation to main- 
taining the State troops of Mississippi in the field, see Series I, Vol. 
LII, Part I, p. 791. ] 
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Hpqrs. DEPT. OF WESTERN VIRGINIA AND EAST TENN., 
Wytheville, Va., November 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

I respectfully beg leave to call your attention to the operations of 
General Orders, No. 65, current series, and to submit one or two 
suggestions. 

Many men, chiefly foreigners, have left the Federal service and 
come into our lines under the guaranties of this order. The induce- 
ment that has brought most of them is the promise that they ‘‘shall 
be received, protected, and supplied with means of subsistence until 
such of them as desire it can be forwarded to the most convenient 
points on the border, where all facilities will be afforded them to 
return to their homes.” As most of those who avail themselves of 
this order have been sent to this department for transmission through 
my lines, I have had an opportunity of witnessing the practical work- 
ings of the system adopted to carrv it into effect. The men are sent 
by the provost-marshal of Richmond to Abingdon or Bristol, with 
orders to send them through toward Kentucky. No discretion is 
authorized and the deserters are offered no choice. It is generally 
found that they are averse to this disposition of them, claiming that 
it is a violation of good faith. In nearly every case they ask to be 
permitted to remain in the Confederacy as laborers or mechanics. 
The experience of those who have gone through is sufficient to deter 
them. In the first place, they have to march on foot through a barren 
frontier of several hundred miles before they enter the Federal lines. 
This frontier is infested with prowling bands of lawless men who strip ~ 
them of everything they possess, until, it has been reported to me, 
that by the time they reach the Federal lines they have scarcely cloth- 
ing sufficient to hide their nakedness. They are then liable to arrest 
and punishment as deserters. At first they secured proper reception 
at the hands of the Federal authorities by representing themselves as 
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deserters from our service. I have reason now, however, to believe 
that spies have been sent to ascertain the disposition made by us of 
this class of deserters, and that means are adopted which lead to the 
arrest of most of them. ‘ 

Apart from the considerations of good faith which should induce an 
adherence to the terms of this order if it is still permitted to remain 
in force, our own necessities suggest a different policy. The scarcity 
of laborers and mechanics requires an increase of this class, and 
opportunity is offered to supply the demand. I therefore recommend 
that previous to being sent from Richmond those who desire to remain 
should be taken out and assigned to Government workshops or per- 
mitted to find employment. They could have an oath administered 
to meet their status and be furnished with descriptive lists to estab- 
lish their identity. 

Interpreting the order according to its spirit, I have from several of 
the lots sent here obtained a number of valuable mechanics, miners, 
&c., who have been assigned to work in their respective departments, 
and their is still a demand for more. If more are sent here I request 
that I be permitted to continue to select such as I deem fit for the 
required work. 

The class of men who avail themselves of this order is generally 
good. A few bad men may come through to serve improper motives, 
but the bulk are honest, industrious men, who come from a desire to 
escape an odious service, and with the purpose in good faith of 
remaining in the Confederacy until such time as they can safely return 
to their homes. 

I have undertaken at some length to point out the abuses and 
injustice involved in the present execution of the order, and trust that 
the subject will receive your early attention. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


[First indorsement. ] 
DECEMBER 4, 1864. 
Mr. SHEPHERD: 

Inform General Breckinridge that instructions in conformity with 
his suggestion as to the employment of these deserters had been 
previously given and will be repeated. 

He is fully authorized to give such employment, especially to 
foreigners among them, whenever he deems it expedient. 

J. Aves 


[Second indorsement. ] 


DECEMBER 4, 1864. 


To Major Carrington, provost-marshal, for consideration and sug- 
gestions as to the best course of proceeding in regard to these deserters. 
J: A. S. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


DECEMBER 7, 1864. 
_ Respectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War, calling atten- 
tion to inclosed report. 
I. H. CARRINGTON, 
Provost-Marshal. 


[Inclosure.] Pai 


DEPARTMENT OF EAST TENNESSEE, sai 
Abingdon, December 2, 1864. 
_ Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, | : 
i Assistant Secretary of War: . . 
Sir: During the past month several hundred Yankee deserters 

have been sent to this post to be forwarded under Order No. 65 across 
our lines into Kentucky. Many of these men having expressed a 
strong desire to remain in this neighborhood have been permitted to_ 
do so. <A list of the names of those thus allowed to remain, some 134 
in number, is inclosed. Each of them has given his solemn parole on 
oath before me that whilst remaining here he would demean himself 
quietly and peaceably as a friend of the Confederate and State govern- 
ments, obey all their laws, and give no aid, comfort, &c., to the enemy 
during this war, &e. 

I did not exact an oath of neutrality because I considered that if 
these men remain here some length of time and establish themselves 
permanently they might be regarded as having acquired a citizenship 
which would perhaps at some future time render them liable to mili- 
tary duty, and as an oath of neutrality exacted by the Government 
might imply a tacit pledge that the party taking it was never to take 
up arms for either side, there would thus arise an inconsistency if- 
some future policy should require them to render us military service. 
These men are all artisans, mechanics, teamsters, or laborers, &c., 
and with very few exceptions foreigners, 7. e., from countries other 
than the United States. They have been employed in the quarter- 
master’s and commissary departments, in the hospitals, and by pri- 
vate individuals in this neighborhood. Before they were permitted 
to remain they were required to have some place to work offered to 
them by parties known to the provost-marshal. The demand for 
skilled labor is very great here, and the conscription will render its 
necessity still more urgent. These men, having deserted from the 
Yankee Army, are afraid to return into the Yankee lines, and we 
have thus a guarantee that they will not injure us. 
J It seems, then, to me a wise policy to permit such men to remain with 
us to a certain extent; but as these applications are becoming more 

numerous, and as the commandant of this post refers to me for 
advice, and has guided himself in his action by my opinion, I think 
it proper to state the facts to the Department, as I am not advised 
what the policy of the Government in this regard may be. 

If you think the course pursued improper I will so advise the com- 
mandant of the post, and cease to sanction it by administering the 
above oath and counseling the retention of these men. But if not 
otherwise instructed I will consider my action approved and direct 
accordingly. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM D. HENNEN, 
Special Commissioner for Department of East Tennessee. 
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ABINGDON, December 3, 1864. 
Names of Yankee deserters c!aiming the benefits of General Orders, 
No. 65, and who, having been sent to Abingdon, Va., to be forwarded 
into the Yankee lines, have been permitted to remain within our lines 
upon giving their parole and taking an oath before William D. Hen- 
nen, special commissioner for Department of East Tennessee, that 
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_ whilst remaining in the Confederacy they will obey all the laws 0. 
Confederate States and of the State in which they may remain, tl a 
they will demean themselves as friends of the Government of saic ~ 
States, and that during this war they will give no aid, comfort, or: 2 
assistance to the United States, and upon declaring that it is well = 
understood that any violation of said parole or oath is punishable 
with death. : 

Done between the 1st of November and Ist of December, 1864. : 

[Here follows the list of 134 names of the individuals, which is 
omitted. | ~ 

I certify the above list to be correct. ‘ibe 

: WM. D. HENNEN, 


Special Commissioner for Department of Hast Tennessee. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., November 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: You informed me this morning that His Excellency the Presi- “@ 
dent declined to accept my report to you in response to Senate resolution : 
(referred to this Bureau) concerning the ‘‘number of persons in each 
State exempted from military service upon the certificates of the 
Governors, respectively,” &c., on the ground of the manifest inaccu- 
racy of the returns, and you required me to make proper explanations 
of those returns. As Iam not informed of the specific inaccuracies 
referred to, I can only explain in general terms. ~ 

First. My report is made up from the consolidated monthly reports 
required by general orders to be made by the commandants of con- 
scripts. A form of these reports furnished by this Bureau is here- 
with submitted. You will observe that it is a complete analysis of 
the act of February 17, 1864, using in direct connection and sequence 
the terms of that act, and providing for returns under every provision 
of the act. In addition to these reports I have used the reports of 
my registration officers. In general, the two have nearly conformed 
in result. These are the only sources provided for this Bureau to 
obtain information. The agencies employed in the conscript service 
are extremely defective in proper qualification as well for this as 
other grave duties, and I have found the utmost difficulty in getting 
the duties prescribed properly performed even by the highest officers 
in the service. My control over them and my direction of their 
duties is so frequently disturbed that their obedience is the act of the 
loosest volition. In.this ease my positive orders are that all exemp- 
tions for State officers shall be issued by the commandants. One of 
these officers explains his erroneous returns by charging them on the 
local officers, thus aggravating his own negligence of duty. His 
returns came to me under the sanction of the tribunal interposed 
between this Bureau and the officers of conscription. 

Second. I conjecture the inaccuracies indicated by the President 
are supposed to exist in the returns from the States of North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Mississippi. The reports from North Carolina from 
May to October are now in the hands of a special inspector: sent to 
that State. The regular and rapid increase of certified State officers 
and State employés would indicate accuracy, but on the doubt being 
expressed I have ordered and have now progressing this special 
inspection concerning them. It is well known that the laws of North 
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na have created large numbers of officers, and that the Gover 
at State has not only claimed exemption for those officers, 2 
‘all persons employed in any form by the State of North Carolina, 
ae ch as workmen in factories, salt makers, &c. This Bureau hasno 
_ power to enforce the Confederate law in opposition to the Governor’s 
certificates or the claims of a State. ‘ 
I would respectfully refer you to Governor Vance’s correspond- 
ence with you on this subject, in which he proposes (to use his own 
words) ‘‘to try title with the Confederate Government” in resisting — 
the claims of the conscript officers to such citizens of North Carolina 
as he may claim for the proper administration of the laws of the 
State. In answer to a communication to him on the subject, the 
commandant for North Carolina now reports to me that his returns 
are inaccurate and greatly exaggerated. I have the honor to inclose 
his letter; and unless the report of my inspector relieves him from 
the confession of the disobedience of orders and false returns, I will 
be compelled to ask his relief from the conscription service. - 
In Georgia up to last reports the Governor had certified to 1,012 
persons. I respectfully refer you to the correspondence of Governor 
Brown with yourself and his correspondence with the commandant of 
conscripts for Georgia referred to you, to show that, besides the 1,012 — 
persons, he claims as not coming under the act of Congress large 
bodies of the citizens of Georgia, and forbids their enrollment by the 
Confederate conscript officers. It has been found impracticable to 
overcome this impediment. It has been frequently reported. The 


; number is supposed to reach about 8,000 men liable to Confederate 
q service. 
: Herewith is the last report of the commandant of conscripts for 


that State. In Mississippi the number certified up to the last report 
is only 110. The Governor of that State decided that his proclama- 
tion was sufficient certificate under the law. I beg to refer you to the 
letter from this Bureau to the Governor on that subject. No response 
has ever been received, and the results anticipated have been verified 
by the failure to receive proper returns. It is believed that a large 
number of persons in that State, withheld by the action of the Gov- 
ernor, have not been brought within the jurisdiction of the conscrip- 
tion officers. The service in that State,from a variety of causes, has 
not been efficient; but there, as well as elsewhere, you will please to 
remark that the work is progressive, not concluded; that the reports 
are of progress, not of final action. They are of what has been ascer- 
tained (by no means of what may yet be left) to be done. 

I have given the reports, collected and sifted as thoroughly as the 
data or reasonable construction will allow. Ido not regard them as 
accurate. They cannot be made so unless a uniform permanent sys- 
tem is adopted and maintained, and proper and sufficient agencies are 
assigned to the duties embraced in the administration of their matter. 

With these explanations, I respectfully submit such information as is 
possessed by this Bureau. In view of the supposed inaccuracies, I 
will use the most active exertions and all the means under my control 
speedily to rectify them if they exist. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 
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P. S.—Since the writing of this note the accompanying special 
report has been received from Georgia confirming the estimate stated 
of persons withheld from conscription by the Governor of Georgia. 


os 


868 _ CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 
Raleigh, N. C., November 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN 8. PRESTON, 
Superintendent of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: As advised by telegram of this date, I have the honor to 
offer the following explanation relative to the discrepancy between 
the number of State officers as given in the monthly report for Septem- 
ber and the number given by telegram yesterday. The discrepancy 
oceurs in the manner in which the enrolling officers make up their 
monthly reports. For instance, an officer reports for the month of 
May forty State officers in his county, and in each-subsequent report 
he repeats the same figures, with such additions as. may from time to 
time become necessary, without any explanation. This has been 
ascertained by comparing their reports, which until recently it has 
been impossible to do, and now only partially, from the fact that their 
reports are frequently returned for correction and explanation, and 
cannot be had at the proper time the revision should be made, and 
this arises from the irregularity of mail communication, it frequently 
requiring from three to four weeks to get a communication to and an ° 
answer from an officer. I desire respectfully to further state that the 
same discrepancy (or a corresponding one) oceurs under all the heads 
of exemption, making the aggregate nearly three times as large as it 
really is. For example, the total number at the date of report for the 
month of October under the head of ‘‘ physical disability” is 35,032, 
whereas it should not exceed 10,000 or 11,000. Measures have been 
instituted by which f hope to present for November a correct report of 
each class of exempts. 

Earnestly hoping this explanation will meet your approbation and 
enable the Bureau to make a safe and reliable calculation of the 
information required, 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER MALLETT, 
Commandant of Conscripts for North Carolina. 


P. 8.—The registration report recently forwarded through Lieuten- 
ant-General Holmes may be relied upon as being the most authentic 
data it is possible to obtain. 

P. M. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT SERVICE, GEORGIA, 
Augusta, November 25, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. S. PRESTON, 
Superintendent Bureau of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your tele- 
gram of the 23d instant, calling for the number of each class of exemp- 
tions of State officers in Georgia, and, in reply, to inform you that, 
foreseeing the necessity of this information, I ordered the enrolling 
officers throughout the State, in the following paragraph of my Cir- 
cular No. 3, dated May 16, 1864, to collect it: 

IV. The most active and continuous efforts of enrolling officers will be directed 


to perfecting a thorough military registration of all white males resident or found 
within their respective districts who are between the ages of seventeen and fifty 


f 


i 


, ONE EDE! ? : 


register should embrace all me 


n not already in servi 
ay be their physical condition or claims to exemption, and 
y exhibit under the head of ‘‘ Remarks” the status of each person. 


_ information partially, for the reasons that many of the militia officers 
_ were then in active service and absent from their counties and that 
_ there were two districts of the State entirely, one partly, in possession 


of the enemy. For these reasons I had to ignore the registration _ 


_ returns entirely in getting the information required by the telegram 
referred to and have to take as a basis upon which to estimate the 


probable number of militia officers, who are also claimed by the Goy- 


re 


ernor as exempt, I have taken the late report of the adjutant and 
inspector general for the State, which shows an organized militia force 
of eighteen regiments, twenty-one first-class battalions, forty-seven 
_ second-class battalions, and eight independent companies. The infor- 

mation obtained in the manner above stated will be found in the 
inclosed table, which exhibits the whole number of exempts, desig- 
nating the several classes, and in my opinion may be relied on as 
accurate. My impression is, from all the information I can gather, 
that most of the State officers, civil and militia, the latter especially, 
are composed of able-bodied men between the ages of eighteen and 
forty-five years. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. M. BROWNE, 

Colonel and Commandant. 


(Sub-inclosure.] 


Report of civil officers in the State of Georgia exempt from conscription. 
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_ When the registration was called for I found that in most instances — 
_ the officers had entirely failed to obey this order, and the inspectors 
_ assigned by me to superintend the registration could only collect the — 


number of civil officers in the State the Governor’s proclamation, — 
claiming all of them as exempt from conscription. To arrive at the 


Report of militia officers 1 
tant and inspector general. 
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HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT SERVICE, GEORGIA, _ 
Augusta, November 25, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to Brig. Gen. John 8. Preston, superintend- 
ent Bureau of Conscription. 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant of Conscripts, Georgia. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., June 1, 1864. 
His Excellency Governor CLARK, 
Macon, Miss.: 

GOVERNOR: The Secretary of War. referred your telegram of the 
13th of May to this Bureau for consideration and reply. The act of 
Congress ‘‘to organize forces to serve during the war, approved 17th 
of February, 1864,” General Orders, No. 26, paragraph II, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, and the instructions of this Bureau 
under sanction of the Secretary of War, designate the persons to be 
exempted without the Governor’s certificate. Article 2, section 10, of 
the act of Congress requires that there shall be exempted such other 
officers as the Governors may certify to be necessary for the proper 
administration of the State governments. Your Excellency will 
readily perceive that a general proclamation by a Governor designat- 
ing classes or individuals would not afford sufficient testimony to the 
enrolling officer for the identification of the persons claiming to 
belong to the classes or to be the individuals proclaimed to be 
exempted. Such identification could only be proved by the claimant 
exhibiting the certificate required by law. An enrolling officer 
accepting any proof less certain than that prescribed in emphatic 
terms by the act of Congress would certainly be derelict, and such 
admission would open the way to serious detriment to the service. 


y 
Te ssue the legal certificates to Rtn off 
ete Segeere for the proper administration of the 


JNO. S. PRESTON, 
eS Colonel and Superintendent oe 


[nelosure No. 4.] 
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ITEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPTION SERVICE, GEORGIA, 


Augusta, September 13, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to Brig. Gen. John S. Preston, superin- 
tendent Bureau of Conscription. 


WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. — 


eee 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Richmond, November 80, 1864. 


The act of Congress of June 14, 1864, authorizes the Surgeon- 

xeneral and Commissary-General, for the purpose of obtaining sup- 
ies of whisky, brandy, and other spirituous liquors for the Army 
nd hospitals, to establish distilleries for the manufacture of the same 

instead of resorting to contracts. I learn from the papers transmitted 

by you that under the authority of the act the Surgeon-General has 5 

ablished a distillery at Buchanan, in the State of Virginia, for the pe 

rpose of distilling spirituous liquors exclusively for the Army and 

hospitals, and that the circuit’ court for Botetourt County, under the 

authority of a law of Virginia prohibiting distillation, has issued an 

attachment ordering the sheriff to seize and take into his possession 

the distillery, grain, and all the material belonging to the Govern- 

ment, and that a criminal prosecution has been instituted in said 

court against the officer having the management of the distillery for 

_ the Government. 

Upon examination of the several statutes of Virginia upon the 
subject of distillation it would seem to be the better construction 

- that the prohibitions which they declare are directed not against the 
operations of the Confederate Government in manufacturing spiritu- ae 
ous liquors by its own agents and exclusively for its own use, but 
- against those of private citizens distilling under contracts with the 

Government. But admitting this view to be incorrect and assuming 

_ the action taken in this case to be authorized by those statutes, then 
they are in this respect plainly unconstitutional. 

Virginia, in common with her sister States, has accepted the Con- 

_ stitution of the Confederate States as her supreme law, which dis- 
_ places and overrules all other conflicting laws. That Constitution 
- confers upon Congress in the fullest and broadest terms the power 
_ “to raise and support armies.” Of what avail is this power if it can 
be so easily rendered nugatory by State legislation? If the Legisla- 
- tures of the States can prohibit and prevent any one of the steps 
necessary in the process of raising and supporting armies, they may 
prohibit and prevent them all. If they can prohibit the manufacture 
_ by the Government of hospital supplies, they can prohibit the manu- 
facture of powder, arms, and all the munitions of war, and the enlist- 
ment of men, and so the whole war power of the Confederate Goy- 
ernment would be prostrate at the feet of the State Legislatures. I 
deem it unnecessary to elaborate the argument, as the very point in 
question has lately been twice presented for the consideration of the 
Attorney-General and decided in accordance with the views here 
expressed. 

I have the honor to inclose you copies of the opinions of 18th of 
December, 1863, and 7th of March, 1864, in which you will find the 
subject fully considered. In regard to the course to be pursued by 
the Government, upon which I am requested to advise you, as a con- 
flict of force with the authorities of a State ought only to be resorted 
to in a case of extreme emergency, if ever, there sis but one remedy 
left, and that is to defend the suits in the court below, and, if neces- 
sary, take them by appeal to the highest tribunal of the State. I 
have every confidence that they will be adjudicated by that tribunal 
with a due regard to the constitutional rights of the Confederate 
States, as well as to those of the State of Virginia. 


ry 


As the Surgeon-General intimates that delay may be injurious, and 
as the Legislature of Virginia is so soon to assemble, I respectfully : 
suggest that the matter be laid before the Governor, with a request 
that he will call it to the attention of the Legislature, and thus give 
them an occasion, of which I doubt not they will readily avail them-_ 
selves, so to modify their legislation as not to interfere with the 
exercise of the just powers of the Confederate States. 
GEO. DAVIS, . 

Attorney-General. 


[Inclosure No 1.] 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Richmond, December 18, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: It appears from the papers submitted for my opinion that in 
September, 1862, a contract was made with the medical purveyor, C. 5. 
Army, by a citizen of Virginia to supply the Confederate Government 
with whisky for army purposes. On the 12th of March, 1863, the Leg- 
islature of Virginia declared it a penal offense for any person there- 
after ‘‘to make or cause to be made any whisky or other spirituous or | 
malt liquors out of any corn, wheat, rye, or other grain,” and at a 
subsequent session, on the 31st of October, 1863, it expressly prohib- 
ited, under severe penalties, the fulfillment of any contract for mak- 
ing of ardent spirits which had been or might thereafter be made with 
the Confederate Government or any of its agents. The question pre- 
sented is whether the present distillation of whisky from grain in Vir- 
ginia under the contract subjects the contractor to the statutory penal- 
ties. It is a fundamental principle of our public law that sovereignty 
belongs only to the people of each State. The people of each State, 
by virtue of their suvereignty, have established two distinct govern- 
ments—the State government, established by the separate action of 
the people of each State; the Confederate Government, by the people 
of each State, acting in a sovereign and independent character in eon- 
junction with the peoples of the other States. Both governments 
were established for the benefit of those who created them, the State 
government for the benefit of the people of the State, the Confeder- 
ate Government for the benefit of the peoples of the several Confed- 
erate States. ; 

Certain powers were delegated to the Confederate Government, and 
certain powers were intrusted to the State government. It was not 
intended that either government should be a check or an obstacle 
to the legitimate action of the other, and hence it was declared 
that powers not delegated were reserved; and it was provided that 
the legitimate action of the Confederate Government should be the 
supreme law of the land. But neither government can act directly 
upon the other, except in certain judicial cases. They are distinet 
and independent governments, acting separately, but acting upon 
the same persons and the same things. Both are governments of 
powers limited in number, and in some ¢ases at least limited in extent. 
The powers are express and implied, and so also are the limitations 
, express and implied. Thus the power of the Confederate Govern- 

ment to raise armies cannot be so exercised as to destroy the State 
government by the conscription of the officers necessary to its exist- 
ence; nor under: the power to lay and collect taxes can Congress lay : 
a tax upon a state-house, or upon a county jail, or upon the income 


ate. These are but examples. So a State government, though 
power of taxation be unlimited by express words, cannot tax the 
nount of customs received by the Confederate collector at a sea-port 
wn within the limits of the State, nor the dock-yards, nor the foun- 
2s, nor the amount of direct taxes in the hands of a tax col- 
lector of the Confederate Government. These are but examples also, 
and to them may be added this further illustration. The State 
_ government has the power, unlimited by express words, to define 
and punish future offenses, and yet it cannot punish as an offense an 
act which the Confederate Government has the power to authorize 
and which is done under its authority. If the party exceeds the 
authority under which he acts or the authority itself exceeds the 
power, the party is, of course, amenable to the State law for his 
action so far as it is not within the constitutional authority of the 
Confederate Government. Powers cannot be executed by the mere 
written expression of legislative will. Men must be employed to 
execute and means must be used to fulfill, and any men may be 
employed and any means may be used not expressedly nor impliedly 
prohibited by the principles of our public law. Thus, under the 
_ powers to declare war and support armies the Confederate Govern- 
ment is authorized to procure powder. It may employ agents to 
purchase it in foreign countries or it may establish mills and employ 
persons to manufacture it, or it may contract with citizens of the 
several States to manufacture it in mills of their own. There is no 
principle of public law which expressly or impliedly prohibits the 


_ Confederate Government from manufacturing powder within a State, 
nor any which prohibits the citizens of a State from contracting with 
_ the Confederate Government to manufacture it within the limits of a 
- State. Noris there any such prohibition upon the use of the materials 
_ employed in making powder. And therefore it is that a citizen of a 


State who is manufacturing powder exclusively for the use of the 
Confederate Government under a contract with it cannot be sub- 
jected to the penalties of a State law forbidding it. But if he were 
to manufacture also for himself or for other individuals or for other 
governments he would be liable to all the penalties of the State law. 
And so is the rule in regard to provisions, medicines, and other army 
supplies. Spirituous liquors being amongst the supplies required for 
the Army, my opinion is that persons who manufacture whisky in 
Virginia exclusively for the Confederate Government under a con- 
tract with it are not liable to the penalties of the State statutes. Itis 
true that great frauds may be practiced upon the policy of a State 
under cover of such a contract. But all powers and trusts are liable 
to be abused, and abuse furnishes as little evidence of the non-exist- 
ence of a power as the exercise of a power does of its existence. 

Some of the difficulties in questions of this kind may be seen in 
McCulloch, of the State of Maryland, et al., 4 Wheaton, 316; Osborn vs. 
the U. 8S. Bank, 9 Wheaton, 738; Weston vs. the City Council of 
Charleston, 2 Peters, 449; License Cases, 5 Howard, 504; Passenger 
Cases, 7 Howard, 283, &c., and in the works of John Taylor, of Caro- 
line. It is easy to find cases which may readily be determined in 
favor of the State, and as easy to find cases which may as readily be 
determined in favor of the Confederate Government, but the difficul- 
ties are in ascertaining the principle upon which they are determined 
and in‘giving to that principle a precision of expression. Take these 
cases: The Confederate Government has the power to raise armies by 
conscription, yet it cannot conscribe and liberate a person imprisoned 
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under a criminal process of a State. It has the power to tax, yet it 
cannot lay a tax upon the public buildings of a State. It has the— 
power to impress, yet it cannot impress the governmental property of 
a State nor property in the governmental use of a State. On the © 
other hand, the State has the power to tax, and yet it cannot tax the 
Confederate ships of war which lie in its waters, nor can it tax a 
- dock-yard belonging to the Confederate States, nor its foundries. It 
has the power to define and punish offenses, and yet, as has been 
said, it cannot punish an act done under the legitimate authority of 
the Confederate Government. In these cases it is the use of a per-— 
son, or the use or ownership of a thing which excepts the person or 
thing from the operation of the other government. The use of a 
person by the Confederate Government, for example, does not dis- 
charge such person from other liability to State law. Hence, if the 
person employed by the Confederate Government to distill spirituous 
liquors commits murder or larceny, or exceeds, as has been said, the 
authority given in the particular ease, he may be seized by the State _ 
and subjected to the penalties prescribed by its statutes. There are — 
four classes of cases in which the exercise of powers may present 
questions of this kind: 

First. Cases of exclusive power in one government. 

Second. Cases of concurrent powers. 

Third. Cases in which dissimilar powers are exercised upon th 
same person or thing. : 

Fourth. Cases in which the person or thing upon which the power 
is exercised is governmental, as in the cases above stated, of a state- 
house, &e. 

In none of these cases, however, can there ever be a conflict of 
power, according to the true theory of the governments, for whenever 
there is a rightful exercise of power upon a person or thing by one 
government there is an absence of opposing power in the other. 
Many cases may be resolved by remembering, whether it be in one 
government or the other, that military authority is subordinate to 
civil authority, and that criminal jurisdiction is not affected by the 
other branch of civil authority, except where the civil authority itself 
is made penal, as in this case. 

But I need not pursue the point. The contract was a lawful one at 
the time it was made, and the subsequent legislation of the State can- 
not have the effect to make the performance of it illegal and thus to 
render it null and void, for that would be a violation of the constitu- 
tional provision which prohibits a State from passing any law impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts. The prohibition is general, and 
excludes both executed and executory contracts. Any contract which 
can be impaired by a State law must, therefore, be an exception to 
the prohibitory provision. But there is no principle which excepts 
contracts with the Confederate Government for army supplies from 
the constitutional provision. The impairing of the obligation of such 
contracts is therefore prohibited to the States, and the prohibition in 
this way operates as a limitation upon the general powers of the States 
to define and punish offenses. 

A State has, however, the undoubted right to make and enforce 
police regulations; not regulations which shall defeat the legitimate 
action of the Confederate Government, but regulations to inspect, for 
example, the conduct of the men and the use of the means employed 
by the Confederate Government, and to secure the punishment of any 
unauthorized action on the part of its agents, employés, or contractors 
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is in violation of the State laws. Both governments in t 
ercise their legitimate powers and all conflict is avoided, and 
at harmony of action is preserved which the people intended, 
which every good citizen desires so earnestly to promote in gov- — 
ents equally his own. 

conclusion it is perhaps well to say that the ground upon which 
case ought to rest is the first one, viz, that the Confederate Goy- 
ent has the express power ‘‘to support armies;” that any means 
y be used which are ‘‘necessary and proper” to obtainsuppliesfor = 
that support; that a contract with a citizen of a State is a means of a 
obtaining them, and that it is a means both necessary and proper; ~ 

that a State has not the power to forbid the fulfillment of a contract 

which the Confederate Government has the authority to make, and 

that, therefore, the‘act of the 12th of March does not apply to such 

a contractor, and the act of the 31st of October, expressly forbidding 

the fulfillment of such a contract, is a nullity. 

Your obedient servant, 


‘ * WADE KEYES, 
, Attorney-General ad interim. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 
\ 
4 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Richmond, March 7, 1864. 
Hon. 8. R. MALLory, 
Secretary of the Navy: 
Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant informs me that the Navy Depart- 
ment is erecting a distillery in South Carolina for the sole purpose of. 
distilling whisky for the use of the Navy of the Confederate States; 
_ thatthe Governor of that State has required your agent to discontinue 
_ the work on the ground that the laws of the State prohibit the estab- 
lishment of distilleries, and the question you propose is, how far the 
State has the power to prohibit distillation for the purpose aforesaid. 
Thé question has very lately been before this Department and received 
a careful consideration. A contract had been made by the W ar Depart- 
ment with a citizen of Virginia to supply the Army with whisky. 
Afterward the Legislature of Virginia passed an act which expressly 
prohibited, under severe penalties, the fulfillment of any contract for 
- distilling ardent spirits which had been or might thereafter be made 
with the Confederate Government or any of its agents. The ques- 
tion was submitted by the Secretary of War to the Attorney-General 
ad interim, Judge Keyes, who held, in an elaborate opinion (a copy 
of which I send inclosed*), that the act of Virginia was unconstitu- 
tional and void. In that conclusion I fully concur. That was the 
ease of a citizen of the unwilling State contracting with the Govern- 
ment to furnish supplies; but the present case is much stronger... Itis 
that of the Government itself, through one of its departments, manufac- 
turing necessary supplies by its own agents and exclusively for its 
own use. I can see no foundation whatever for any authority in a 
State thus to obstruct the action of the Government. The States by 
their own voluntary consent have made the Constitution of the Confed- 
erate States their supreme law, before which all other laws must yield. 
That Constitution empowers Congress ‘‘to provide and maintain a 
navy.” <A State cannot prevent Congress from providing a navy by 
prohibiting the building of ships or the enlistment of seamen within 
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its borders. Neither can it prevent the maintenance of a navy already 
provided by prohibiting the procurement of the necessary supplies. 
Both powers are full and complete, and are limited only by the exigen- 
cies of the public service. They were intended to be beyond the 
control of the States, and they must be so, or else they become a mere 
nullity. 

Your obedient servant, 


GEO. DAVIS, 
Attorney-General. 
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OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, : 
Montgomery, Ala., November 80, 1864. 
JOHN C. BURCH, Ae 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Reserve Forces, Montgomery, Ala.: 

The unwillingness with which conscripts now take service in the 
Army, the tardiness with which men return to their commands at 
the expiration of furloughs, and the presence of a very large and 
increasing number of deserters from the Army, as well as the great 
reluctance with which citizens respond to the call for the impressment 
or employment of slave labor, make it absolutely necessary that offi- 
cers employed in the conscription service should be supplied with an 
adequate and effective force to enable them to enforce orders pre- 
seribing and regulating their duties. There are now on the ‘‘ Deserter 
book” of this office the names of 7,994 deserters or absentees from 
Alabama regiments in the armies of Tennessee and Northern Vir- 
ginia. These names have all been recorded since the 1st day of April, 
1864. The monthly report of this office for October, 1864, shows that 
4,323 of these men have been returned to their commands, leaving 
3,671 still reported as absent and in the State. Within the last two 
months, and since Atlanta fell, no lists of deserters have been fur- 
nished from the Army of Tennessee, though information from nearly 
every county of the State shows a large increase in the number of 
deserters and absentees from the Army, so that the number may be 
safely set down at 6,000, making an average of nearly 300 to the 
county. In many of the counties of this State bordering on Florida, 
Georgia, and Mississippi officers of the conscription. service are 
totally unable to enforce orders, because of the presence of armed 
bands of deserters and tory citizens. In addition to the above, I 
have been furnished by Brig. Gen. D. W. Adams with a list of 351 
absentees or deserters from eight companies of the Third Regiment 
of Alabama Reserves, whose furloughs expired on the 1st of Novem- 
ber. These men are all over forty-five years of age and are residents 
of the counties of Marengo, Greene, Sumter, Pickens, Perry, Dallas, 
Shelby, Bibb, Tuscaloosa, Talladega, and Randolph. The lowest 
number of absentees given from any one company is thirty-seven; 
the highest sixty-nine. : 

No list has been furnished from one company of the regiment, as 
there are no officers present to furnish the list. Information from 
other companies of reserves shows a like number of absentees and 
deserters. These lists of absentees from the reserves exhibit proof 
of the fact that the orders of the major-general commanding and the 
Secretary of War are totally disregarded in some of the most wealthy 
and enlightened counties in the State. It devolves upon enrolling ~ 
officers to return all those men to their commands and enforce the 
orders of the War Department in relation to the impressment and 


Oe air Se 


. 


es 0 


ee men over forty-five years of age to act as members of the 
dvisory Board. One company, composed of old men or men. unfit 
r field service, is allowed to each Congressional district as a sup- 
rting force. These companies, divided into detachments, give an 
erage of about twelve or fifteen men to each county. These de- 
_ tachments have never been furnished with arms or equipments by the 
_ Government, though requisitions have been repeatedly made. They 
are only partially armed with almost worthless guns, such as could be 
_ picked up through the country. The supply of ammunition is very 
_ small, and, of course, entirely unsuited to the guns in a majority of 
eases. So the force in each county may be summed up as follows: 
_ Commissioned officers (disabled), 1; assistants (disabled soldiers), 3; 
_ Advisory Board (old men), 3; supporting force (old men and disabled 
men, unarmed), 15; total, 22. It is plain that more armed men are 
required to perform the labor now required of the Bureau of Con- 
_ seription in this State, and unless material strength is added it will 
be impossible to execute orders with that promptness which the 
necessities of the general service so imperatively demand. The fail- 
ure on the part of the reserves to reassemble in obedience to orders 
_ gives hope to the disloyal and great encouragement to deserters from 
the Regular Army to remain at home and resist authority. I have 
- written this much with the hope that the major-general in charge of 
conscription in this State may be able to provide an adequate remedy 
~ ormake such representations to the Secretary of War as will secure 
_ the same. 
. Thave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
2 HC, LOCKHART, 
Lieutenant-COolonel and Commandant, Alabama. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, December 1, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, éarnestly invoking the attention of the 
Department to the deplorable condition of the conscript service in 
this State, as correctly represented in this communication. For the 
correction of the evil and enforcement of the laws the present system 
is most inadequate. A supporting force composed of parties unfit 
for field service or over forty-five years of age is absolutely worthless 
under the now existing circumstances. Those unfit for field service 
are physically incapacitated for the active, energetic, and continuous 
service demanded to be efficient; and those over forty-five years of age 
~ have no heart for the work, are discontented, undisciplined, homesick, 
selfish, and have shown themselves unreliable. In addition tothe arms 
called for by the commandant (and which without radical changes in 
the system would avail nothing), if the Government will confer on me 
authority to raise and accept volunteer companies of boys sixteen years 
of age, officered by cadets from the university, and to organize into a 
brigade the entire reserve cavalry, so as to give force to the zeal of 
the boy companies, I do not hesitate to give assurances to the Govern- 
ment thatthe present disgraceful demoralization in the State, as truly 
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ae Wark DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, _ 

ee Richmond, December 28, 1864. 

Respectfully referred for consideration of the Secretary of War. ad 

2 There can be no doubt about the existence of the evils alluded to, 

but (as explained by Major-General Withers) the Bureau is without 
adequate means and agencies to remedy them. Perhaps the views 
expressed in the demerits of the material of the supporting force are | 
too gloomy; but there is a difficulty about so officering them and 
controlling them as to attain energy and activity when we have to ~ 
look mainly to disabled material. The practical suggestions of the 
general of reserves seem to merit consideration. As exhibiting the 
necessity for proper and sufficient material for this important work, 
it may not be inappropriate here to state that there has been issued 
from this Bureau since the Ist of September, 1864, a separate order in 
each case for the arrest and return of 30,000 absentees and deserters — 
to their commands. : _ 

: GW. LAY 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Stuperintendent. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


DECEMBER 30, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: ? ] 
Do not the powers of the commandant of reserves authorize him to : 
do all required above except organize youths of sixteen? I doubt 3 
the policy of that measure, and, besides, fear the President would 
not sanction officers so young, &e. Advise. 

J. Ao 
Secretary. 


[Fourth indorsement. | : 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 14, 1865. 

Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

No returns or other information in regard to these supporting 
forces are forwarded to this office. They have been organized under 
the orders of the Bureau of Conscription, and were originally com-— 
posed of light-duty men and men found unfit for field service. Since 
the reserves have been organized the generals commanding have been 
authorized to detail reserves for this service. It would seem, there- 
fore, that General Withers has power to reform these organizations 
by the detail of men suited to the duty from the reserve foree. Prob- 
ably the demands for active service at Mobile have made it inexpe- 
dient for him to do so. If that be the case, it does not appear that 
any action of the War Department can remedy the difficulty, unless 
the organization he suggests be authorized. That authority would 
be contrary to the almost uniform policy of the Department. . 

By order: 

JOHN BLAIR HOGE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ggested, and say that though the Department has doubted he a 
oy “of. enlisting youths under seventeen, he is authorized with ; 


eA . 
Secretary. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, 


Hon. WILLIAM PORCHER MILES: 


My Dear Str: In submitting a portion of my last report on the 
matter of conscription, together with a few other papers,+ to your 
inspection, will you allow me to add, by way of indirect comment, 

- some reflections on the policy of the laws? In these papers the ques- . : 

tion at issue is not whether Major-General Kemper or Brigadier- 

' General Preston shall control conscription, nor even whether the 

genera! of reserves or the superintendent of the Bureau of Conscrip- 
tion shall administer the law of Congress under the instruction of the 
Secretary of War, although I think, with respect to the latter, a  — 
question ought to be firmly made. The true issue is, whether the law 
of Congress is that conscription is to be determined by pure military 
authority and administered by military force, and on principles of 
mere military regulation, or whether it is a law covering and protect- 
ing civil and personal rights, and at the same time providing that 
_ the wants of the Government are to be supplied by a process which, 
after adjudication, may be enforced by military power. To my mind 
.. there can be no clearer exposition of the meaning of the law than is 
fairly deducible from its affirmations and omissions. The predomi- 
- nant and pervading principle, inferable from every clause, is that 
_ Congress intended to make a law which would keep as distinct as 
- (under the circumstances of the country) could by possibility be 
achieved the creation and maintenance of the armies from their 
organization and movement. The principle is one which no nation, 
wise toward its strength and liberty, has ever departed from, except 
under the exigency of despotic military rulers, or the ‘‘ last extrem- 
ity,” as it was called in Rome, when dictators were appointed. 

In ordinary wars, where levies are made for foreign or local service, 
it is a matter of course that armies are raised by ordinary civil 
agencies; but in wars in which the whole population and the whole 
production of a country (the soldiers and the subsistence of armies) 
are to be put on a war footing, where every institution is to be made 
auxiliary to war, where every citizen and every industry is to have 
for the time but the one attribute—that of contributing to the public 
defense—then there must be established new forms of power, fitted 
for the grave duty of directing and controlling these contributions, 
with least injury to the citizen, least danger to public liberty, and 
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* Without date, but probably written late in November or early in December, 
864. 


+ Papers referred to not found as inclosures and not otherwise identified. But 
see Preston to Davis and Seddon, October 18; Preston to Seddon, October 20; 
Preston to Seddon, October 22 : Pr eston to Campbell, November 3, and Preston 
to Seddon, November 5, pp. 737, 742, 744, '780, '785. 
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most vigor in the public defense. The Congress has cautiously desig- — 
nated what these contributions shall be, and because we are in the © 


state, in the circumstances, of war, has designated their supreme war 
minister to administer them. It is just here, then, where, in view of 
the public welfare, the public liberty, and the public defense (and 
the fact that the two first are dependent on the strength of the last), 
that the wisest caution and most prudent direction are to be exer- 
cised. The supreme Congress must yield largely to executive and 


ministerial ‘authority; but the case has never occurred in modern | 


days when it was deemed necessary to yield to the extent of giving to 
military force the authority to determine the rights of-citizens, and 
to choose the means of creating and maintaining the armies. After 
such rights and such means are indicated by law, and the war minis- 
ter determines them in a state of war, the provisions of the public 
defense may be enforced by military powers. . The executive and 
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ministerial departments are then bound to decide on these rights and ~ 


means, according to the law, by tribunals instituted in the spirit of 


the law, and to enforce them so as to meet the requirements of the 


condition (of war) of the country. 

As yet lam not aware that any wise or honest executive has ever 
given that decision to their military commanders in the field (to those 
whose commands may be enlarged, or sustained, by violating these 
rights, or wasting the means of public defense and thereby endanger- 
ing public liberty), and who are supposed to be absorbed in the 
appropriate duty of organizing, disciplining, and moving the armies, 
the creation and subsistence of which are provided for by the state. 
The practiced and skilled Adjutant-General, the organizer of the 
armies, recognizes this by declining to have anything to do with con- 
seription except clerically—to issue the general orders concerning it— 
which is of itself an error; for the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
the organizer, should have not even this connection with the levying 
and maintaining of armies. The admirably wise General Lee, the 
military leader of the armies, recognizes this principle in his whole 
course. He calls on the Government for men and arms and subsist- 
ence. He does not send out brigades to decide who are the men the 
law allows him, or what the law prescribes, to make him arms and 
food. He asks for the things, not the making of them; that is the 
business of the Congress and of Mr. Seddon. The whole tone and 
terms of the great law of April, 1862, and its amendments, and the law 
of 17th of February, 1864, with marked and unmistakable caution 
avoid every approach to the faintest shadow of military conscription. 
They provide modes of creating, maintaining, and organizing armies 
by ‘‘An act to provide for the public defense,” and ‘‘An act to organ- 
ize forces to serve during the war,” their main features being to pro- 
vide the means of maintaining these armies by cherishing and forcing 
the industrial productions of the country. The Adjutant-General’s 
Office, the military office of the President and the Secretary of War, 
is charged with organization into armies of the men and means pro- 
vided by Congress, and with the instruction of the military com- 
manders as to the discipline and movement of those armies. This is 
strictly military business. 

_ But war is not confined to merely the military business to organ- 
ize, discipline, and movement. War embraces the legislative action 
and the civil process necessary to the creation of armies; it embraces 
the Treasury, the Department of Justice, the civil and social institu- 
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ple. The military condition is a necessary, but merely in 

1 and partial, element of a state of war, and to be controlled 

ways by the capacity of the country to maintain it, During the 

valence of that condition the machine of state must be conducted 
ways with a view to the accumulated difficulties and dangers 
imposed upon it; and the armies are the result of the judicious work- 
ing of the machinery, not the machine itself. Undertake to make 

2 or maintain armies by the means of the armies themselves and you 
_ establish military despotism or you certainly fail in the purpose. In 

_ free countries you will inevitably fail. No wise Government has = _ 

ever permitted the experiment. Cromwell would not undertake it; 

and seventy years after his time England refused to allow Marlbor- 

ough to enforce enlistments. But Bolingbroke, the war minister, 

F created the armies with which Marlborough fought at Blenheim and 

Ramillies; and eighty years later (seventy years ago) Carnot, the war 
minister, sent 1,200,000 men to the borders of France, while French 
industry (the means of maintaining them) was improved beyond any- 
thing before known in France. In the intense state of war which 
exists in the Confederate States it is wise and necessary to refer 
every act of Government and to require, by law, every interest to be 
referred to strengthening the public defense by means of the mili- 
tary power. The efficiency of the public defense is made upof other — 
elements besides the numbers of the military forces. Who shall 
judge of the aptitude and application of these elements? Surely not 
the military chiefs, whose vocation is to use them, not to make them. 
The absolute rule of all experience and logic is that the state makes 
armies, the generals fight them. A departure from this rule always 
has and necessarily must weaken the public defense and endanger 
the public liberty. And there can be no departure from it more dan- 
gerous than that of giving to purely military authorities the power 
to decide upon the necessities of the country in view of the main- 
tenance of its armies. 

Recognizing this course of argument and these principles, General _ 
Orders, Nos. 30 and 82, of 1862 , and No. 26, of 1864, were issued. (It _ 
might be said very properly that these orders ought to have issued 
directly from the Secretary of War and not from the office of organi- 
zation.) They gave a complete exposition of the purposes and policy 
of the laws and organized a system of administration of great innate 
energy. The impediments to their thorough execution have been the 
active opposition to the law by State authorities, the resistance of 

- communities and individuals. The expanded territory and sparse 
population, the want of apt and efficient agencies, but above all, the . 
interference, authorized and unauthorized, of the military authori- 
ties. I have no hesitation in saying that if there is a man to-day out 
of the service who ought by law to be in it, it is owing very largely to 
the failure to supply the conscription organization with proper agen- 
cies, to the authorized interference of military authority, and to the 
failure in recognizing conscription as disconnected from, independ- 
ent of, and uncontrolled by military authority. I have doubted— 
even though we are in the “very circumstance” of war—the policy 
of employing officers holding military commissions in this service, 
except for enforcing the decrees of conscription tribunals. W hat 
these errors have led to west of the Mississippi is not of record. The 
pro-consul for that region is a wise statesman as well as a soldier, 
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‘and it is believed he has been prudent and judicious. T 

east of the Mississippi are known, and the conclusions I have 1 
- cated are most unhappily sustained by them. Four States were har-— 
ried for eight months by a loose army of 6,000 men under the name — 
of a conscription organization; millions of dollars were expended, the — 
country wasted, the people vexed, and scarcely a soldier sent to the _ 
armies. And yet, during the whirlwind of clamor and dust, it was 
gravely urged by the highest military officers that the same system 
should be established throughout the Confederate States. Fortu- 
nately for the public service the system collapsed, and yet while the 
Secretary of War was engaged in gathering up the fragments from 
the storm in the west it burst out again at Richmond, under the 
erroneous construction of General Orders, No. 73, 1864, and the series 
which followed that order. There never has been, there is not now, 
and there never can be any necessity for placing the matter of con- 
seription in the hands of military commanders; and it should be pro- 
vided against by law. With this provision of law I am thoroughly 
convinced that the time now is when the Congress should transfer to the 
Executive full authority to declare and decide what classes and what 
individual citizens should be selected to be sent into the armies, and 
on what terms and for what consideration other classes and other indi- 
viduals should be exempted from that service. I believe the Execu- 
tive can establish a system for recruiting and maintaining the armies 
so distinct from, so independent of, the organization and movement 
of the armies as to avoid all danger to the social economy and the 
public liberty; indeed, that it may be so organized as materially to 
check any danger which might arise from the supreme and universal — 
domination of the military power. These are matters for that exalted 
statesmanship which should mark the deliberations in which you are 
called to act so prominent a part. They are above the sphere of my 
humble ministerial functions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Swperintendent. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, — 
No. 285. Richmond, December 1, 1864. 
* * * *k * * * 

XXVI. The general supply store in Richmond will not fill requi- 
sitions for the supply of troops in the field. All such requisitions | 
will go as heretofore to the C. S. arsenal and will be filled there. 

XXVII. Ordnance stores needed at the arsenal for the supply of 
troops in the field will be drawn from the supply store on requisition 
approved by the general commanding officer of the arsenal. 

XXVIII. All issues to officers will be made at the supply store, and 
stores at the arsenal or any of its departments are not to be issued 
nor sold, but held subject to requisitions, except one complete set of 
arms and equipments as provided in paragraph 60, Ordnance Regu- 
lations. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


8 DEPT., BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
NSPECTOR-GENERAL OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, December 1, 1864. 


SECTION I. a ‘ 


1. As modified in its organizations by recent orders, the system of 
conscription, involving the most vital interests of the country, must 
henceforth mainly depend for thoroughness of working upon the full 
_ and enlightened discharge of duty by the inspecting officers attached on 
to the special service. If these can be brought to realize the char- 
acter and scope of their office, they will appreciate that seldom, if 
ever, in the history of nations, have trusts so delicate and weighty 
been assigned to commissions so unpretending in rank and title. It 
will be their duty, by searching inquiry, to ascertain for the final 
action of higher authority how the balance has been or should be 
adjusted in their respective districts of observation between the © 
- recognized demands of armies in the field, the necessities of manu- 
facture, transportation, production, and supply, and the claims of 
law, equity, and humanity. In brief, they are to be the official 
advisers as to how every man shall be required to pay, and can most 
usefully pay, his tribute to his country’s cause, whether in the first 
rank, or in the second class, or exclusively in industrial and mechan- 

| ical pursuits that from their nature admit of no interruption. To 
; 


attain these ends a power of censorship unparalleled in modern 
times, has been accorded to the War Department in the conduct of 
the conscript service, in view of public perils and needs such as have 
seldom appealed with equal force to the whole mass of any people. 
If such appeal fail to awaken in the class of agents herein addressed 
a pervading and ever-stimulating sense of patriotic duty, any system 
of regulations that may be propounded must likewise fail of effect. 

2. The indications of paragraph IV, General Orders, No. 73, 1864, 
that inspectors should be appointed for each Congressional district, 
will be construed as an absolute direction. : 

‘So soon as the working of the system under the supervision of dis- 
trict inspectors can be tested, it will be the duty of generals of reserves 
and commandants of conscripts to report to this Bureau the names of 
.. all inspectors who appear to be, for any reason, inadequate to their 

position, and to ask for the substitution of other suitable officers, 

nominating such, if known and eligible. The assignment to such 

positions is a measure of selection, terminable at will, and no for- 

mality of charges or trials is requisite to rid the conscript service of 

subordinate agents who may fail to give satisfaction to the superiors - 
responsible for their efficiency. 

3. Some instructions are herewith subjoined (with an appendix) 
as landmarks for the guidance of inspecting officers in their path of 
duty and of study. These are, however, by no means exhaustive. No 
treatise of moderate dimensions could exhaust so vast a scheme, into 
which so many elements enter, and so many modifications have at 
intervals been introduced. It will be demanded of these officers that 
they shall bring to bear education, intelligence, patience, and study 
enough to master the system as developed in successive published 
orders and current instructions. 

To furnish a convenient manual of reference for principles, a selec- 
tion of laws, orders, and circulars is herewith printed as a digest of 
what may be styled the general law of the system of conscription. 


888 - CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 2 


For variations and minutia, officers must depend on their own study = 
of general orders, and special indorsements of instruction, in the 
official files and books of record, many of which have never been in — 
print. - | i : 
SECTION II. 


1. An officer of this Bureau will be on duty as chief of the inspect- 
ing department of the conscript service. Any letters asking infor- 
mation or instruction on special questions of principle, or as to their 
general duties, may be addressed to him by all officers on inspecting 
duty; but, ordinarily, the generals of reserves, commandants of con- 
scripts} or State inspectors will be addressed for such information. 
District inspectors will transmit to this office direct a copy of each 
periodical or other important inspection report rendered by them to 
their immediate superiors. ° 
_ 2. As early as practicable one or more inspectors will be appointed 
for each State as auxiliary officers of this Bureau. They will be sub- | 
ject to no other authority than that of the War Department, acting 
through the superintendent of conscription; and theircommunications 
will be made direct to the inspector-general of conscription at the 
Bureau. Their duties will be those of thorough inspection and super- 
vision of the whole administration of the conscript service, and of the 
qualification of its officers (especially the district inspectors), report- 
ing monthly the results of their month’s observations. They will be 
authorized to correct any errors of enrolling or inspecting officers by 
issuing special instructions in conformity to existing regulations. In .- 
any case, however, of supposed error, where the enrolling officer is | 
acting in the matter under express orders from the State commandant 
or general of reserves, the State inspector will take no further step 
than to report specially, for the action of higher authority, his views 
as to the necessity or propriety of changing or modifying such orders. 

The principles hereinafter laid down for the guidance of district 
inspectors will also serve to guide the State inspectors. 


SECTION IIl. 


1. The leading duties of the inspecting officers may be classed under 
the general heads of visitation, scrutiny, revision, and report. 

2. Visitations will be about equally distributed, but at unequal 
intervals and uncertain times. This system will afford the best prac- 
tical test whether the local enrolling officers and their aids attend 
habitually at their posts of duty. Such constant attention is the pri- 
mary and indispensable guarantee for the faithful discharge of duty. 
The subordinate agents of conscription should be made to realize that 
while their fellow-citizens in the field must hug their muskets day and 
night, in camps or in trenches, hot or cold, dusty or wet, it is deemed 
no hardship to exact from those at home a devotion of all day and 
every day to less trying tasks. The whole time of every conscript 
officer will be demanded to be bestowed on his own branch of service, 
and no diversion of any portion of it will be tolerated any more than 
in the case of a soldier in the field. No loose system of accumulating 
superfluous numbers at local offices and then dividing duty into 
reliefs is to be tolerated. Neither will any furloughs be recognized 
as valid if emanating from any authority less than that of the State 
commandants. 
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the inspecting officer finds a county enrolling officer o 


he county of his own residence or estate (contrary to the gen- 
though not invariable rule respecting assignments) he will note — 
nd report the fact, and the reasons existing for the special exception, 
and will be vigilant to ascertain whether the circumstance of such — 
location has led to absences detrimental to the interests of the service 
or to the convenience of the public. He will also specially note if 

_ there is reason to believe that the office is used to gratify neighbor-. 
_ hood partialities or animosities, or if such impression prevails. , 

3. The scrutiny of the inspecting officer will be directed primarily 

_ to the punctuality, formality, accuracy, and fullness of the various 

- registrations, correspondence, and reports demanded by existing reg- 
ulations from enrolling officers, and to the industry and intelligence | 
bestowed by them upon the collection of required information and in. 
the execution of orders generally. He will often find occasion to cor- 

_ rect the loose practice of mentioning an individual as ‘“‘ Lieut. A. B.” 
simply, instead of describing him as First Lieut. or Second Lieut. A. 
B., of such and such a regiment or special service. He will often 
have occasion to impress the necessity of describing the antecedent 
as well as the present status, as, for example, in the case of a man 
___ over forty-five, when it should be stated whether or no he had been | 
i called on for military service before reaching that age and thus 
s 
= 
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became liable to retention in service of the first class after reaching 

it. Heshould ascertain whether the local officer in forwarding appli- 
cations to higher authority habitually completes the information of 

all descriptions due in the case, and accompanies it by a distinct 
and studied opinion or recommendation founded upon personal inves- 
tigation. It is to failures in these respects—at the fountain head— 
.that injurious delays and sometimes errors in the disposition of cases 
are usually due. The inspector will be relied on to act, to a great 
extent, as instructor to the enrolling officers, imparting and explain- 
ing, in a kind and patient spirit, the rules of a difficult system. It 
: should not be too hastily assumed that imperfection has resulted 
from neglect or ignorance from incapacity. After a fair trial should 
follow an honest report of censure on all unfitagents. In cases where 
culpable misconduct is charged facts, names, and dates should be set 
forth as fully as known, in order that prosecutions may be instituted. 

Any intelligent inspector will perceive that upon the fidelity, impar- 
tiality, and (within limits) considerate kindness with which the sys- 
tem is administered must depend, in great measure, the spirit in 
which the community will accept the claims of conscription; and it 
will be no small part of his duty to see that enrolling officers respect 
public feeling and individual rights, in manner and in substance. He 
must also appreciate and enforce the importance of exact data and 
full information in every case, that the action of the conscript author- 
ities may be not only right, but susceptible of vindication against 
attack or misconception. 

The organization of the local offices will be a periodical subject of 
inspection, to see that among the enrolling officers and their aids are 
found no persons liable to and capable of service in the field, unless 
specially so assigned by the War Department or by this Bureau. 

In regard to all citizens not in the Army, the bulk of cases to be 
examined is divisible into two classes: The one of claims for exemp- 
tion under laws mandatory and absolute (during the continuance of 
the cause of exemption and of compliance with its conditions) ; the 
other of claims or applications for temporary exemptions or details, 
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as to which the law is permi ry nicl 
minable at the discretion of the authority issuing them. 
In regard to the first class (of exemptions claimed by 


law), th 


spector must study and enjoin the principles of the Bureau circular — 
of March 30, 1863, the capital points of which are that every citizen — 
is entitled to the full benefit of the prescribed medical examination as 
to physical and mental capacity for service; that affidavits of parties — 
affirming non-liability, of age or domicile, are not to be accepted as _ 


proof in doubtful cases, but have yet the force of suspending action 


and securing further investigation, with reference to higher authority — 


for final decision; and that no one claiming exemption with any 


plausibility on grounds of the. foregoing character is to be held to . 


service pending the inquiry. 

A special subject of attention will be the compliance of that class 
of exempts known as ‘‘ bonded farmers” with the third condition of 
paragraph IV of section 10 of the act approved February 17, 1864, 
and published in General Orders, No. 26 (same year). With every 
periodical report of the inspector he will be required to mention what 
inquiries he has made on this head and with what results; nor will 
such reports be vague and general, but as individual and circum- 
stantial as possible. 

In regard to the second class (temporary exemptions or details), 
two leading rules are to be enforced. No application for the origi- 
nating a new detail or continuing a revoked one will, under existing 
regulations, authorize suspension of action nor delay in sending the 
party to the field. No existing detail will be allowed to continue if 
its necessity be doubted or if its conditions appear not to be observed 


without a report to higher authority suggesting its revocation or a- 


further inquiry in relation to it, nor will any irregular detail be 
respected for a day. All parties having control of detailed men must 


be made to understand that it is at the peril of their own interests if — 


they slur over or neglect the requirements imposed on them in the 
premises. It will be held as prima facie evidence that a detail ought 
not to continue when the time of the party detailed is not devoted con- 
tinuously and exclusively to the object assigned. Traveling physi- 
cians or school-masters, absentee detailed agriculturists, and any par- 
ties engaged in trade, commerce, or speculation while holding details 
will be treated as suspicious cases. The opinion and testimony of 
neighbors, if sought for, avill usually lead to the truth. The inspect- 
ors will be full in their reports on such cases, and where an employé 
of any officer is concerned he will report the officer’s name, corps, rank, 
and station. 

Inspectors in acting under the first paragraph of General Orders, 
No. 81, current series, will not order to camp any parties holding 
certificates or details of a date subsequent to October 8, 1864, but will 
limit themselves to making a report of any such eases in their opinion 
falling within the spirit of the order, with the reasons for such opinion. 

The detection and return of deserters and stragglers from the Army 
is one of the most important tasks imposed on the conscript officers 
and reserve forces, as also the prosecution of offenses (against Con- 
federate or State laws) in the procuring or enticing of desertion, and 
the harboring of deserters. Every case of furlough or leave of 
absence overstaid is a prima facie case of desertion, wherever there 
has been a failure to comply with the provisions of the general orders 
of the series of 1863 (numbered, respectively, 51, 69, 141, and 157), or 
such of them as are applicable. The grade of commissioned officer 


L 0 protec ction against inquiry and pone on ° 
even against custodial detention, where prolonged abun or su 
cious appearances indicate a purpose to escape across our lines. 

11 latter power must, however, be used with delicacy. 
_ There exist in some States auxiliary statutes to second Confedera 
ate provision against the act and the harboring of desertion. The — 
inspector must, by conference with the State authorities, learn the 
“practical mode of working these and impart. instructions to the 
enrolling officers. The Confederate States district attorney will be a 
_ proper person to consult. = 
_ The collection of arms or other warlike property that ought to be =~ 
in Government hands will be another subject of attention. 
The inspector will entertain and transmit, with his own views, to 
. higher authority any collective appeals from respectable sources in 
favor of peculiar local exigencies within his district of observation, 
as, for instance, where the region has been unusually and extremely 
devastated, and the white male population is ir. unduly scanty, pro- 
portion, or, in general, wherever special needs for subsistence or | 
production seem to invite a relaxation of general rules. Such reports 
will, however, be valueles: without somewhat minute statistics. 
; ‘The action of medical examining boards will so: far occupy the 
inspector as to call for inquiry and ‘report whether their time is dili- . 
gently and continuously applied to the prescribed objects, and — 
whether their sessions are arranged with a proper view to the inter- 
ests of the service and the convenience of the community. Over 
their judgments, under the law, as experts, upon questions of physical 
capacity, he can exercise no supervision further than to inform him- 
self, from public report or by the investigation of criticism or com- 
plaint upon individual cases, whether there is reason to attribute a - 
_ probable want of capacity or of good faith to the boards. Should his | 
_ judgment be unfavorably impressed, he will report any matter that 
has reached him as a basis on which inquiry may be instituted, by 
higher authority, into the qualifications and fidelity of the medical 
examiners. 
To guard against erroneous views which have had some prevalence, 
} the inspectors are desired to bear in mind and teach to others the 
true doctrine of the exact effect of such certificates of disability as 
declare its cause to be permanent. These are not subject to dis- 
pute or review, unless in the special conditions and modes set 
forth by general orders. But, in practice as in theory, they will not 
be accepted as releasing the holders from all future claim by the 
Government on them for military servive, nor as removing all objec- 
tion to their quitting the country. Such exemptions are ter minable, 
for the Government has released its lien on the parties for service 
only during the actual (not the probable nor speculative) continuance 
of the disability. Hence the holders are bound (unless it be other- 
wise ordered by the War Department in individual cases) to remain 
within reach of that call for re-examination to which they are at any 
time liable. 
On any issue as to the legal right of a conscript to be discharged 
from military custody, the decree ‘of a civil court will be respected in 
the individual case, but will not be a rule of action for the conscript 
officers, who must look to the Confederate Government for the con- 
struction of its laws. The release of A or B under mandate of a 
court will not prevent the conscription of C or D in like conditions, 
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although the latter will in turn be yielded should the courts so spe- 


cially decree. Where the judgment of inferior courts on questions 
of law is adverse to the Government claim, appeal will be taken to the 
higher courts. General Orders, No. 31, 1864, contain ample instruc- 
tions on the questions of custody and proceeding. If doubt or diffi- 
culty arise the Confederate States district attorney should be asked 
for legal advice when practicable. 

The foregoing enumeration includes some of ‘the subjects only on’ 
which enrolling officers are to be enlightened and guided. From the 
omission of others it is not to be inferred that they do not exist. 
The inspector’s own study of the service must disclose them to him. 

4. Revision, by observation, inquiry, and report of all that has been 
doing in the local administration of the conscript service, and which 


may seem to require reconsideration, will be the continuous dtty of | 


the inspector. In exercising this office he is not expected to counter- 
mand what has been done, but only to inform higher authority what 
goes wrong. In some cases he may interfere, by instructions, under 
the principles laid down for the government of State inspectors in 
paragraph 2, section II, of this circular. The leading subjects to 
occupy his attention have been indicated in the remarks under the 
head of ‘“‘Serutiny.” Minute inquiry is involved into the personal 


. circumstances, occupations, and transactions of parties detailed and. 


exempted, and into the conduct (so far as their employment of con- 
script material is concerned) of workshops and other establishments 
by Government officers and contractors. These tasks will be irksome, 
often painful, and might be well-nigh odious, if their recognized 
necessity and importance (in the circumstances of the country) had 
not already redeemed, justified, and dignified them, even in the 
enlightened eyes of a people little used to such censorship. The 
utmost delicacy of feeling and manner compatible with duty is, how- 
ever, due in its performance. 

“5. Reports will be made at the end of each month by the inspector, 
setting forth his observation of the local administration of the con- 
script service in so much of his district as he has been able to visit 
during the month. As tabular statistics are required to be furnished 
monthly by enrolling officers to commandants, only a statement of 
general results will be looked for from the inspector. 

Reports on individual cases or separate investigations demanding 
special review will ordinarily be made the subject of separate com- 
munications. 

While the views of the inspector are invited as to the policy of 
changes in laws or general orders, such matter will be presented for 
consideration apart from any remarks on the administration under 
existing rules. In this way only can he fully avoid the appearance 
of censure on officers for faults or defects as to which they are not 
responsible if carrying out orders. 


SECTION IV. 


This circular with its appendix will form a manual, which the 
inspector will always keep: about him for his own information and 
that of others. If relieved he is positively enjoined to turn it over to 
his successor, whose duty it will be to demand it. 

For ready reference a list of subjects in their order, embraced in 
this circular, is added in a postscript;* also with the appendix will 


* Postscript omitted. 


SECTION V. 


Lieut. Col. G. W. Lay, assistant adjutant-general, has been 
assigned to duty as inspector-general of conscription at this Bureau, 
_ or in traveling under its orders. 
_ Reports and communications to this Bureau on the business of 
inspection from all officers of the conscript service junior to the gen- 
erals commanding reserves will be addressed to him accordingly. On 
_ the upper left-hand corner of the envelope will be indorsed the words 
“Inspection service.” 
The foregoing instructions have been drawn up by direction of the 
War Department. 


<a 
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; : | G. W. LAY; 
TIneut. Col., Asst. Adjt. Gen., Insp. Gen. of Conscription. 


_ Approved. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. 8S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Swperintendent. 


_ *The appendix (here omitted) consists of the following papers: 

General Orders, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office.—1862—No. 82 (with 
this note in addition: ‘‘N. B.—1. At the date of this order there was no Bureau 
of Conscription. With the subsequent establishment of that Bureau, December 
30, 1862, the general powers vested separately in the several State commandants 
of conscripts, as representing the authority of the War Department, under this 
order passed into the hands of the collective central authority of the Superintend- 
ent of Conscription. 2. For the principal modifications of the laws of con- 

scription. and exemption herein cited, see General Orders, No. 26, of 1864”), 
November 3, Vol. II, this series, p. 160; No. 112, paragraph I, December 30, ibid., 
ip. 266. +1863—No. 3, January 9, ibid., p. 308; No. 22, February 28, ibid., p. 408; 
t No. 30, March 18, ibid., p. 480; No. 82, March 21, ibid., p. 448; No. 116, paragraphs 
— Jand II, August 31, ibid., p.777; No. 119, paragraphs I and II, September 7, ibid., 
Fs p. 793; No. 122, paragraph IT, September 11, zbid., p. 801; No. 125 (except last para- 
¢ graph), September —, ibid., p. 827; No. 141 (except last paragraph), October 29, 
3 ibid., p. 913; No. 147, November 17, ibid., p. 962; No. 150, paragraph IT, November 
21, ibid., p. 972; No. 153, November 25, zbid., p. 990; No. 157, paragraph II, Decem- 
ber 1, ibid.,p.1021. 1864—No. 2, January 5, Vol. II, this series, p.38; No.7, Janu- 
ary 23, ibid.,p.40; No.11, February 1, ibid., p. 66; No. 16, February 6, ibid., p. 83; 
No. 22, paragraph IV, February 23, ibid., p. 163; No. 26, March 1, dbid., p. 178; 
No. 29 (‘‘An act to prevent the procuring, aiding, and assisting persons to desert 
from the Army of the Confederate States, and for other purposes,” only), March 5, 
ibid., p. 189; No. 31, paragraphs IIT and IV, March 10, ibid., p. 203; No. 33, March 
15, ibid., p. 212; No. 35, paragraphs IV, V, and VIII (with the following foot-note: 
«For correction of paragraph V of this order, see paragraph VI of General Orders, 
No. 42, 1864”), March 19, ibid., p. 229; No. 40, March 29, zbid., p. 255; No. 42, para- 
graphs VI, VI, VIII, and X, April 14, ibid., p. 297; No. 45, paragraph IX, May 2, 
ibid., p.869 ; No. 48, paragraph V, May 27, ibid., p.449; No. 53 (‘‘An act to furnish 
transportation to officers of the Army and Navy while traveling under orders,” 
only), June 17, ibid., p.491 ; No. 57 (with exception of paragraphs IX and XI-XI1]), 
June 80, ibid.,p.517; No. 59, paragraph V (with the following foot-note : ‘* See Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 68, 1864, paragraph III”), July 8, ibid., p. 584; No.63, paragraphs 
Tand III (with the following foot-note : ‘‘ Paragraph I amended by General Orders, 
No. 67, 1864, paragraph V”), August 6, bid., p.571; No. 67, paragraph V, August 16, 
ibid., p. 592; No. 69, August 27, ibid., p. 606; No. 71, paragraph I, September 6, 
ibid., p. 623; No. 78 (except last paragraph—with the following foot-note: ‘‘ For 
paragraph IV, see paragraph XI, General Orders, No. 88, 1864”), September 22, 
ibid., p. 675 ; No. 77, October 8, ibid.,p. 715; No.81, October 14, ibid. , p. 734; No. 83, 
paragraphs I, II, IV, and XI, November 1, ibid., p. 749; No. 84, paragraphs IV 
and V, November 21, ibid., p. 835. Circulars, Bureau of Conscription.—March 30, 
1863, Vol. II, this series, p. 463; No. 3, January 19, 1864, Vol. IIT, this series, p. 36 ; 
No. 8, March 18, 1864, ibid., p. 217. Circular letter to generals of reserves, 
November 25, 1864, zbid., p. 847. 


. _ Richmond, Decembe 

Maj. P. MALLETT, SS 
Commandant of Conscripts for North Carolina: 
(Through Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes.) ; ES 
Magsor: Your letter of the 24th of November has been received. — 
isa matter of painful regret that the consolidated monthly report 
from May to September should be acknowledged to be so utterly false _ 
- and unreliable. They have already been forwarded to the Secretary 
of War and certified by me as the exact condition of the service _ 
within your command. They have been submitted to the President _ 
and Congress under like certificate. The gross errors now admitted — 
falsify the solemn returns of this Bureau. Your explanation cannot — 
be accepted as a palliation even of these errors. Article X of Circular 
No. 8, of 1864, of this Bureau, expressly and positively orders the 
exemption of State officers to be given by the commandant of con- 
scripts. You admit them to have been given by enrolling officers. — 

Article VII of that circular provides the mode of issuing certificates _ 
on account of physical disability, which mode brings such exemptions 
directly within the records of the commandant’s office. Article VIII 
provides very distinctly for the proper record of the most essential 
classes of exemptions. The second paragraph provides expressly that 
the class therein mentioned shall receive exemptions direct from the 
commandant of conscripts; so with the class under the third paragraph. 
Under these plain provisions of the orders of this Bureau it cannot be 
admitted that false returns of enrolling officers, persisted in for five 2 
months, afforded a sufficient explanation for the certificate of those —_ 
returns made in the consolidated reports of the commandant. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


oe we 


ao CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 
No. 77, Richmond, December 1, 1864. 
In entering upon your duties many of you have made inquiries and 
asked for information upon various points. Instructions for the entire 
service will, it is supposed, be issued at an early date and forwarded 
to you, in which all the important duties intrusted to you will be 
clearly and accurately defined.* Doubtless these instructions will 
contain a reference to and digest of all the general orders and 
ruling decisions of the Department governing this branch of the 
service, embodied in a brief and convenient form for reference. To 
relieve you from any embarrassments, however, it is my duty, as far 
as I can, to furnish you with sufficient information to enable you to 
proceed in harmony with what will be your instructions hereafter 
from higher authority. You are informed that Major-General Kemper, 
in charge of conscription in Virginia, under the provisions of General 
Orders, No. 81, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, directs that 
you be intrusted with the execution of so much of that order as is 
embraced in paragraph I. I need not remind you that this is an 
important and delicate trust, requiring great prudence and the exer- 
cise of a sound discretion. Although I have no written instructions 


* See p. 887. 


ch you, yet I would advise you not to take an y action 
time in reference to parties exempt by surgeon’s certificate an 
failed as light-duty men since the publication of General Orders, — 
77, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series. Itis 
> presumed that persons who have reported under that order, and — 
10 have been discharged or found for light duty by the select boards 
ppointed under paragraph III of the said order, should not be liable ~ 
0 the inspection required by General Orders, No. 81. In reference to 
S matter, however, the general instructions to be issued will give 
you all the necessary information. 
_ As before stated, I think it advisable to suspend action in all such 
cases unless it is very evident that the detail or exemption should not, 
have been granted, and until the general instructions are received 
— you had better make special report in each case which in your opinion 
juires immediate attention. If it should be supposed that the 
_ Department in dispensing with the services of the district enrolling 
officers intended to signify that the duties performed by such officers 
_ were not of great importance to the service, the conclusion would be 
erroneous. On the contrary, it is the object of the Department to 
effect by the change a more rapid execution of orders and to ascertain 
more directly whether the enrolling officers are prompt in the per- 
formance of their duties. To effect this end, as well as for other | 
important considerations, the office of district inspector was created. Ss 
A full, complete, and accurate monthly return from the enrolling offi- 
cers will be required, and it will be your duty to see that such returns 
are made promptly to this office, and in case of failure you will report | 
the fact without delay. It is unnecessary to go over in this circular 
all that is required in the regular monthly report. The instructions 
to the enrolling officers are full and complete in this particular, and 
in connection with this branch of your duty your attention is directed 
to Circulars Nos. 75 and 76 from this office, copies of which are in- 
closed. It will be your duty in the inspection of the office books, 
&c., of the enrolling officers to see that not only all the reports and 
returns are made required by the general instructions emanating from 
higher authority, but that Circular No. 75 is complied with in every . 
particular. : 

It must be shown, both in the report of the local officer and your 
own, by what authority, stating the number of the order, &c., every 
officer, non-commissioned officer, private, or unassigned conscript has 
been assigned to this service. The guards being detailed both from 
the Army rolls and from the camp of instruction, it will be your duty 
to make a roll similar to the muster and pay roll of the Army, observ- 
ing the necessary classifications, especially alterations since the last 
muster and inspection. This roll will he required atthe end of every 
even month. Noman detailed for this service will be mounted unless 
it is in your opinion necessary, and upon the muster-roll opposite to 
the name of the party it will be stated whether he is mounted; if so, 
by what order. You will make a monthly report of the number of 
horses necessary for the officers and guards and actually in service in 
your district, in order that arrangements may be made with the 
Quartermaster’s Department fora regular issue of forage for the same. 
It will be recommended that the forage for the entire force shall be 
issued upon your requisition, and at such convenient points as you 
will designate. This course is rendered necessary because some 
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enrolling officers are not commissioned officers. 16 COI nmence-— ; 
ment evo duties you should find the guard unequally distributed — 
in the counties of your district, you will make such disposition and 

apportionments of it as the good of the service may seem to demand, ~ 

concentrating them for any purposes whenever in your opinion it is 

necessary for this branch of the service; but all detailed men assigned 
to the conscript service come under the regulations governing local 
organizations which are effected by the county commandant. 

In this connection attention is called to Circular No. 8, headquar- — 
ters Reserve Forces of Virginia, a copy of whichis inclosed. In refer- _ 
ence to organization, equipment, mustering, and the regulations of 
the guard, you will adhere to the system established for companies in 
the field, and in this particular all the duties of a company officer are 
enjoined upon you—such as property returns, reports of arms, 
accouterments, ammunition, &¢., adhering strictly to the Army Regu- 
lations. Until all these regulations are complied with it will be 
impossible to issue any propertyor clothing for the men, and it would 
be necessary that each man assigned to the service should have a 
descriptive list, and its correctness certified to by the proper officer. 
Should rations be drawn by any of the men detailed on this service 
it must be upon your requisition or approval, and care must be taken 
in certifying to the correctness of accounts for commutation that 
parties who have drawn are not included. You areinformed that the 
entire service in your district falls within your duties as inspector, 
and for this reason it would be necessary that the medical boards 
should bein direct communication with you and that you should be 
informed of their appointments for examination, establishment of 
rendezvous, &¢e. To secure concert of action a copy of this circular 
will be forwarded to the boards for their information. You will 
observe that it will be impossible to enter upon a regular and system- 
atic course of action, with regard to the payment of detailed men on 
this service, until your reports and muster-rolls are received. You 

- will, therefore, have much work to do in the month of December, and 
itis earnestly desired that there shall be no delay or lack of activity on 
your part. The duties of the district inspector are varied and import- 
ant. While he will be held to a strict accountability for the discharge 
of specified duties, he occupies a position which will enable him to- 
render other important service. . 

From officers of your experience and intelligence much is expected, 
and I confidently hope that the record of your future services will 
prove that this confidence has not been misplaced. 

J. C. SHIELDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commandant. 


(To Congressional District Inspectors. ) 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
Wak DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 35. hichmond, December 2, 1864. 


Generals commanding reserves in the respective States will proceed 
forthwith and with the utmost vigor to organize for ‘‘continuous local 
service to be mustered in for the war” companies to consist of all men 
found for light duty and not otherwise assigned and actually employed, 
of men transferred to the Invalid Corps and found fit for the duties 
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ndicated, and such menas are temporarily disabled fo 2 
. The men of this latter class when found ready for the field — 
orthwith restored to their proper commands. These companies, 
to consist of not less than sixty men, and officers of the Reserve Corps — 
will be assigned by the generals commanding to a thorough inspec- 
tion of them and the muster-rolls forwarded to this Bureau. Upon 
their reception the Secretary of War will assign officers to the com- 
_ mand of the companies. It is the purpose of the War Department 7 
_ to assign these companies to duty as guards at posts, prisons, camps 
of instruction, on railroad trains, and such like service. 

_ Prompt action is required of officers charged with the duties herein 
prescribed. 

_ By command of the Secretary of War: 


C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 


Resolved, That the President of the Confederate States be respect- 
fully requested to inform the Senate whether any and what restrictions 
have been imposed upon the exercise of the right of the Confederate 

‘States, or any of them, to export on their own account any of the 
articles enumerated in the act entitled ‘‘An act to impose regulations ~~ 
upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate States to provide for : 
the public defense,” approved February 6, 1864. Also, whether the 
regulations made under the first section of said act have caused any 
diminution in the number of vessels engaged in foreign commerce. 

_ Also, whether the said act of Congress, and the regulations made 

under its authority, have been beneficial or otherwise in their effect 

- on the success of our arms and the supply of means necessary for the 
public defense. Also, whether experience has suggested the neces- 
sity of the repeal of said act of 6th of February, or any modifications 

or amendments of its provisions. * 


- [Passed December 5, 1864. ] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, c& 
No. 86. if Richmond, December 5, 1864. - 
I. The chief of the Bureau of Conscription will continue with all 
practicable dispatch to bring into service the 20,000 slaves authorized 
by the act of Congress approved February 17, 1864. Enrolling offi- 
cers will prepare correct lists in duplicate of the names, personal 
description, and ascertained value of the slaves, the county, district, 
or parish in which and the time when each was impressed, the name 
of the owner of each, and of the impressing officer. One of these lists 
will be forwarded monthly to the commandant of conscription in the 
State to which the slave belongs and the other to the superintendent 
of the Bureau, each of whom will cause them to be copied in some 
uniform manner convenient for reference. 
II. When fifty or more slaves shall have been collected at any one 
station they will be forwarded, under the charge of discreet men 
detailed from the reserve forces, to such point as the superintendent 


*A similar resolution was passea by the House of Representatives December 6, 
1864. For reply thereto, see December 20,p.948. A like message was sent to the 
Senate December 17, 1864 (here omitted to avoid duplication), in response to this 
resolution of December 5. 
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of conscription may direct, and turned over to the engineer officer 
instructed to receive them, for labor in the engineer and other depart- 
ments of the service. A copy of the descriptive roll of each slave will 
accompany his delivery to the engineer officer. — i 

III. The chief engineer of each army or military department will, 
under the direction of the Engineer Bureau, have the general super- 
vision and control of the slaves, and will organize them into gangs of 
100 men each (selecting four of the number as foremen), over whom 
will be placed a manager and two overseers. Every eight gangs will 
constitute a section, for which a superintendent will be selected. 
Three sections will compose a force, over which will be placed a 
director. Two clerks will be employed or detailed for each director, 
and one for each superintendent. 

IV. The directors, superintendents, managers; and overseers will 
be detailed or selected by the Secretary of War from men qualified by 
experience in the management of slaves, and who are fitted for the 
positions by their character for probity, energy, and intelligence. 

V. There will be assigned, by orders from this office, a purveyor to 
each force and an assistant purveyor to each section, who will pro- 
vide subsistence, clothing, and other necessary stores, making requisi- 
tion therefor upon the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments. 
These will be bonded agents. In like manner a medical officer will 
be assigned for each section, who will obtain supplies for the slaves 
from the Medical Department upon requisition as prescribed for sur- 
geons and assistant surgeons of the Army. Provision returns and 
requisitions for quartermasters’ stores will be signed by the manager, 
and when approved by the superintendent the purveyor of the section | 
will make the issue. 

VI. The Engineer Bureau will detail an officer of the engineer 
service, for each army or department, to organize, inspect, and mus- 
ter the gangs, sections, and forces, and to make details of working 
parties in such number and for such objects as may be ordered by 
the commanding general. In this manner details of slaves will be 
made to perform_labor in other departments of the service, it being 
intended that all such slaves shall be nder the management and 
supervision of the Engineer Department. When slaves are detailed 
in other departments than the Engineer Department the manager will 
send with them descriptive lists, retaining their names, however, upon 
his muster-rolls. 

VII. Managers will prepare a muster-roll and duplicate muster and 
pay rolls of the slaves on the last day of everyeven month. The first 
will be transmitted to the chief of the Engineer Bureau, the muster 
and pay rolls to the Quartermaster-General. Each will be forwarded 
through the superintendents, who will be held responsible for their 
correctness. The ascertained value of each slave will appear upon 
both the muster-roll and the muster and pay rolls. The rate of pay 
will be determined by agreement with the owners or by appraisement, 
as provided by law. 

_ VIII. The value of the slave will be ascertained at the time of 
impressment, after careful medical examination (under rules pre- 
scribed by the Surgeon-General), by agreement between the enrolling 
officer and the owner, or by appraisement under the law regulating 
impressments, that, in the event of his loss while employed by the 
Government, “‘by the act of the enemy or by escape to, or by death 
inflicted by the enemy, or by disease contracted while in any service 


ed of him,” his owner may receive his full value from the 
ent. Slaves already impressed and in service without previous. 
praisement or ascertainment of hire, or who may hereafter be 
impressed or received without appraisement or special contract, will 
FS be appraised and their hires will be fixed by boards of disinterested 
; slave-holders selected and organized by the Engineer Bureau. Enroll- 
_ ing officers will impress upon owners the propriety and advantage of 
j having, their slaves provided with one good new suit of clothing 
before they are turned over to the Government, the value of which 
_ will be estimated in the appraisement. 

The loss of a slave from either of the causes enumerated, and the 
time and manner of it, will be reported in triplicate by the manager 

of the gang to which he belongs to the chief of the Engineer Bureau. 
He will at ‘the same time note ‘the casualty upon the next muster-roll. 

IX. At the expiration of every six months the Quartermaster- 
General will send an officer to convenient places in each State to pay 
owners or their attorneys the hire of their slaves or, if lost, their 
appraised or agreed value. 

X. Every effort will be made to induce contentment in the slaves. 

_ Their discipline will be considerate and mild for minor offenses. 
Cases of a grave character will be forwarded for the determination 
and instructions of the chief engineer of the army or department, 
who will in the meantime prepare and submit for the approval of his 
commanding general a code for the government of managers and 
others in charge of the slaves. 

XI. The commanding general of each army or (oman will 
promptly remove and order to the ranks any manager or other 
employé having the supervision of slaves who is guilty of cruelty 
toward them, or malfeasance or of malpractice, and will impose such 
other penalties as the offense would justify under the Ninety-ninth 

Rule and Article of War. - 

: By order: 


f 
. 
. 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, December 5, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Maj. S. B. French went to Wilmington on the 16th of Novem- 
ber. He did so partly at the suggestion of Mr. Trenholm, the Hon- 
orable Secretary of the Treasury, and upon what he and I thought an 
assurance from that gentleman that he would be able to let him have 
sterling bills to meet ‘whatever contracts he might be enabled to make 
for subsistence, especially meat and coffee, to run the blockade. He 

had full authority from you to make such engagements, and did 
accordingly make them. But on requesting the sterling Mr. Tren- 
holm informs me that he has none, and cannot promise me that by a 
specified time. He thinks that he ‘made a statement to that effect to 
Major French and myself. But Major French has no recollection of 
it; nor have I, though I do not mean to contradict him. What is 
material is that we now need £65,000 sterling, including £27,500- 
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already drawn for, but including what we some time ago requested 
’ to be furnished Mr. W. G. Crenshaw in Liverpool. : 

The intimation of a deferred payment in sterling has repelled our 
largest contractor, who only awaits your and Mr. Trenholm’s action 
to continue or cancel his orders, and others if they have not preceded 
will certainly follow him, whilst I am assured by Major French, 
whom I deem every way competent to the conclusion, that if he had 
the funds and could give his assurance that the money would be 
ready, he could import all bacon necessary to meet our wants. 

I regret to find the credit of the Government so low, but I deal 
with facts, and knowing that the offer of sterling at an uncertain 
future period will prevent our getting meat from abroad at once, 
without which the Army must suffer, I respectfully ask that cotton 
which the Government can give shall be furnished me in lieu of ster- 
ling which it cannot give. , 

I know the policy has been to pay no cotton for goods, and I have 
felt it due to that branch of the Government with which I am con- 
nected to remonstrate against the policy as extremely injurious. 
But I do not now propose to argue against what has been decided, 
~ nor am I attempting to drive the Government from its position under 
the stress of peculiar circumstances. I am seeking only to provide 
for the present and near future. 

But it may be well to state a fact as tending to abate the delusion 
that the present system can compel subsistence and as tending to 
clear the obstruction which this idea may offer to this application. 
A report lately made by Colonel Bayne shows that about 7,000,000 
pounds of meat have been brought in. Now, first, this is only about 
one-twelfth part of what we consume; second, a very small propor- 
tion of what is reported has come in under the regulations. 

I have not seen the report, but I have a statement from Colonel 
Bayne of the importations for October and November. From that it - 
appears that under the regulations only 345 barrels pork and 340 
packages of fish were imported, whilst under the Crenshaw contract 
there were imported 1,013 packages of bacon, 314 barrels pork, 126 
tierces beef, and 1,664 cases preserved meats and vegetables. 

Under my and Major French’s agreement with Power, Low & Co. 
were received 340 boxes soap, 1,054 barrels pork and beef, 117 pack- 
ages of bacon, and 147 packages coffee, which includes Wild Rover’s 
cargo, consisting 150 barrels pork and 117 boxes bacon (whether on 
freight from our own accumulations at Nassau or on ship’s account 
is not definitely stated, but presumed to be the latter), and under the 
old contract with Power, Low & Co. were received 98 boxes bacon 
and 228 barrels pork. 

If the Atlanta had not been taken by the Government the dispro- 
portion would have been still greater against the regulations by the 
amount of her additional cargoes, and possibly from the ability derived 
from return cargoes to build more vessels under the contract which 
included her. This application finds an equity outside of its impor- 
tance in the fact that this Bureau has never been supplied with its 
allotment of sterling, whilst others in no greater need have overdrawn 
both their allotment and the general account. But it finds increased 
importance in the fact disclosed in the accompanying letter, written 
by General Lee’s order to the commanding general, that desertions 
are taking place in his army from short bread rations. How much 
they will increase from want of meat, partial or absolute, you can 
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Statement of meats on hand. 
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This, at three rations to a pound, will be 6,300,000 rations, and of 
beef, 1,000,000 rations. Total rations, 7,300,000, or 13 days’ for 100,000 
- men, without estimating for losses in introducing the same by block- 

ade; these supplies to be devoted to subsistence of troops stationed 
~ in North Carolina and Virginia. 
Since writing the above I have received telegram from Major French 
as follows: ‘‘I am informed this morning by Bee & Co. that they can- 
~ not send out orders for commissary supplies and that we cannot rely 
on them for importations; their funds are exhausted. This cancels 
the last contract.” 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, —— 
; FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Tneutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


[First indorsement. ] " 

DECEMBER 19, 1864. 

SECRETARY OF TREASURY: 

The perusal of this copy of an official letter in regard to the want 

of funds to supply the Army with the meat ration leads to refer it to 

you for attention. Colonel Wood will deliver it and may furnish you 
other facts. 


JEFE’N DAVIS. ° 
[Second indorsement. ] 
DECEMBER 23, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT: 

When Colonel Ruffin applied for sterling the account of the Treas- 
ury Department with the depositaries in England was overdrawn 
£120,000. This was fully explained to Captain Strother, who applied 
for the £27,500, and if it was not made known to Colonel Ruffin also 
it should have been. 

Had all of Colonel Ruffin’s requirements been complied with, how- 

ever, it would have contributed nothing to the relief of the Commis- 
sary Department, it being ascertained that the parties who offered to 
contract for the delivery of meat have no supplies in the islands. 
And if the supplies are to be procured from the British North Amer- 
ican Provinces and from England, this can be accomplished as 
speedily and more economically by the Government. 
I am informed by the Secretary of War that the Commissary 
Department will send out a special agent, and arrangements have 
been made to place at his disposal £100,000 to be used partly in 
the British North American Provinces and partly in England to 
procure supplies. An order for £20,000 has also been sent to Messrs. 
Crenshaw & Co., in Liverpool, to apply that amount from the proceeds 
of cotton to the purchase of commissary stores. 


902 = : 
Major Walker, in Bermuda, and Mr. Heyliger, at Nassau, have 
also been furnished with £10,000 each for the purchase of supplies— 
in all, £140,000, capable of purchasing four times as much meat as 

the same sum could pay for at contract prices. 


G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Third indorsement.] ~ 
MARCH 7, 1865. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: < 
This is sent-to you for your information in relation to a matter 
which has now only the interest which attaches to a just understand- 
ing of the past. ie 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF MISSISSIPPI, 

Enterprise, December 5, 1864. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: | 

Str: Onreceipt of yours of the 12th ultimo I immediately addressed : 

Governor Clark on the subject of his accepting the men of the reserve 
classes and the military age in the State organization of six-months’ 
volunteers and the militia, at the same time supplying him with a 
copy of your letter of instruction tome. He telegraphed me to meet 
him at Meridian- The day following I had an interview with him in 
the presence of Major-General Gardner, and at his headquarters, 
Jackson, Miss. His Excellency stated his case very elaborately. | 
I replied. I dissented from his views, both in regard to his rights 
and the expediency, but for obvious reasons waived a discussion. 
He then proposed to make a case and test the question under writ of 
habeas corpus. I told him my orders were positive and I doubted 
my authority to wait the issue. The Governor promptly replied, 
‘“‘Then you must use force.” General Gardner remarked that, with- 
out advancing an opinion in regard to the merits of the case, he 
would say that it would be unfortunate at this time to have a collis- 
ion, as the men of every class were going to the front, and it would 
be better to let the matter stand until this emergency was passed. I 
said I would necessarily be compelled to stay proceedings, as all the 
reserve forces were turned over to the commander in the field, and 
beyond my control. 

At a subsequent interview in the attorney-general’s office the 

Governor remarked if Judge Handy (the chief justice of the supreme 
court of Mississippi) decided adversely to him he would turn over 
the men to me at once, but reserving the right to take the case up to 
the supreme court of the State. I consented then to make a case 
and at once communicated with the Hon. W. P. Harris on the subject, 
and authorized him to make the proper arrangements to try the case. 
I also instructed the enrolling officer at Jackson to put himself under 
the directions of Judge Harris and make such arrests as he would 
direct. Since returning to this place I am in receipt of a communica- 
tion from Judge Harris, a copy of which I forward to you herewith, 
which will put you in possession of all the facts in the case and the 
grounds on which the Governor bases his claims. 

Although the Governor’s action in this matter has almost entirely 
frustrated my exertions to get the men into the field, yet I believe he 
was actuated by patriotic motives and an overweening solicitude for 


nse Pat the State (which has greatly surereny§ and mot fro 
tious spirit of opposition. 
It will probably be the 1st of January before anything can be done er 
toward getting these men, unless the judge decides adversely to the 
_ Governor, when they will be placed at once in the service. In the = 
- meantime I would be greatly relieved by having your instructions in 
— ease the judge sustains the Governor in his position. I will keep you 
advised of the progress of this case. 
I have the honor to be, with ere regard, your obedient servant, 
W. LL. BRANDON, 
Brigadier General, ‘Commanding. a 


[Indorsement. ] 


DECEMBER 22, 1864. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 


Will you prepare an appropriate answer, approving, as I suppose 

will be best, the temporay delay and the trial of the question, but not 
conceding the legal claims in any event ?* 
ene Seo Aas 


' [Inclosure.] 


JACKSON, December 3, 1864. 
= Brig. Gen. W. L. BRANDON, 
i Commanding : 
: Daun Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication through Doctor Buck. Very soon after this communi- 
ps cation was delivered to me I chanced to meet Governor Clark on the 
Street, and he at once pressed me to confer with him touching the 
4 subject of it. The Governor’s object seemed to be to convince me 
that he was actuated in his purpose to resist the claim of the War 
Department to conscribe persons enlisted inthe military service of 
the State by a sincere conviction of his duty as the Executive of the 
State, and not by any feeling of jealousy or spirit of obstinacy. He 
took the occasion to explain his attitude by giving the history of the 
State organization. From his statements, and from what I know of 
E the subject, the facts are as follows: The Legislature of the State 
passed an act authorizing the Governor to raise troops for State 
defense by commissioning persons to raise volunteer companies, reg- 
iments, &c., for active service. (Act December 9, 1863.) Under this 
act the Governor has raised sixteen companies of volunteers—some 
for the war, some for twelve months, and others for six months. The 
composition of these companies embraces men of every class and 
liable under all the acts of conscription of the Confederate States, 
but chiefly persons belonging to the class of reserves, and enlisted 
subsequent to the act of February, 1864. It is asserted by the Goy- 
ernor that although he has thus enlisted persons liable to be enrolled 
in the service of the Confederate States, they were not actually 
enrolled—‘‘ brought under the authority of the Confederate States ” 
(to use his language)—at the time of their enlistment in the State 
service. On this state of the facts the Governor contends that the 
State, having reserved power to raise troops in time of war, was at — 
liberty to appropriate any class of her citizens not actually br ought 
under the control of the Confederate States by enrollment in the 
service. ‘The Governor was unable to furnish to me the corre- 
spondence with the Secretary of War, as that correspondence consisted 


See Seddon to Brandon, December 25, p. 965. ; 
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in brief telegrams and verbal communications, through the Hon. Mr. 
Watson, of the C. S. Senate, but I am assured, however, by the letter 
of instructions of the Secretary to which you refer me, and other 
instructions from that quarter, that the Secretary of War has 
determined to deny practically the claim of the Governor to retain 
persons in the State service who are liable to conscription. 


I make this statement of the facts in order that you may see whether 


T am sufficiently informed of the points in controversy. 

If there are other features of the case not indicated here and deemed 
by you to be necessary to enable me to act under your letter, I should 
be glad to be informed by letter or otherwise. 

The Governor informs me distinctly that he would resist the attempt 
to place the State troops in the Confederate service under the con- 
seript act, and would employ force. While I am~persuaded that the 
Secretary will exhaust every fair expedient to avoid a collision, I 
refrain from giving any advice on that point. The proposition of 
Governor Clark to allow proceedings under the late order of the War 
Department to be stayed until his claim shall be tested by a judicial 
decision, as it does not seek to bind you by such decision and offers 
a means of avoiding a collision, should be accepted under the cireum- 
stances in which you are placed at present. At the same time I think 
it would be well to take the earliest opportunity to inform the Secre- 
tary of War of the reasons for the temporary forbearance to put his 
order into execution. 

J take the occasion to say that I think the claim of the Governor is 
without foundation. The act of the Legislature was never designed 
to interfere with the ground covered by the acts of Congress, and is 
indeed but part of the militia system of the State. But the position 
of the War Department has been deliberately taken, and it is of no 
importance that my opinion accords with that of Mr. Seddon. 

I will remain here until Wednesday morning and you ean inform 
me by telegraph whether I can proceed as heretofore directed or come 
to you for further information. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &¢., your obedient servant, 

,W. P. HARRIS. 


Act of the General Assembly of South Carolina. 
AN ACT to alter and amend the militia laws of this State. 


I. Be wz enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives now 
met and sitting in General Assembly and by the authority of the same, 
That from and after the passage of this act allfree male white persons 
within this State between the ages of sixteen and fifty, not exempt 
from active service without the limits of the district in which they 
reside by the militia laws of this State, shall be liable to active mili- 
tary duty without the limits of this State at the call of His Excellency 
the Governor. 

* * * * * * * 


III. That all free male white persons within the State between the 
ages of sixteen and sixty, not embraced in the active militia, shall be 
liable to military duty in cases of alarm, invasion, insurrection, or as 
the posse comitatus, anywhere within the limits of the State. 

Passed December 6, 1864, 
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TR: Your letter of aie? date stating that a rumor exists that the | 
dvance when captured had on freight a large amount of specie, and — 
ing if I can give any light on the subject, is to hand. In reply I 

to state that Ido not know that the Advance had any specie or 
fr eight when she was captured. I did not ship any on her that trip. 
Very Tes eC 


HENRY SAVAGE, 
Depositary Confederate States. 


AN ACT in relation to the public defense. 


-SEcTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Florida in General Assembly convened, That whenever 
a demand shall be made by the Confederate States ‘Government for 
slaves to labor on the public works in this State, and such demand be 
— in conformity with the laws of the Confederate States and with the 
constitution and laws of the State of Florida, the Governor of this 
State shall order an impressment pro rata, which shall be strictly 
uniform and equitable of the free negroes and slaves of this State. 

‘ Sec. 2. Be tt further enacted, That such impressment shall be made 
on the orders of the Governor, by the sheriff of the several counties. — 
_ <Any sheriff failing to obey said order shall be punished, on conviction, 
by fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the court, and the Gov-_ 
ernor shall, on failure of any sheriff to obey said order, direct the 
- duty to be performed by the coroner, or such other civil officer of the 
county as he may select, who shall be subject to the like penalties in 
ease of failure. 

Sno. 3. Be wt further enacted, That no demand as [or] impressment 
of slaves or free negroes in the State shall be made except in con- 
formity with the provisions of this law, and if any shall be made in 
violation thereof, it is hereby declared unlawful and void. 

Approved December 7, 1864. 


HXECUTIVE’ DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 7, 1864. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF DELEGATES: 


I am gratified that you have again met in General Assembly to take 
into consideration the condition of our afflicted Commonwealth. At 
the period of your last adjournment our enemy was engaged in vast 
preparations for the capture and occupation of this proud city. 
Having completed his preparations by the organization of one of the 
most formidable armies ever assembled on this continent, Re about 
the 1st of May last, commenced his march. He relied with confidence 
upon his vast numbers and thor ough equipment for an early consum- 
mation of his long-deferred hopes. Led by the greatest of his cap- 
tains, flushed with; numerous successes, it was entir ely natural that he 
should fearlessly look to the future, while we should contemplate it 
with uneasiness and apprehension. He had, however, scarcely crossed 


the Rapidan before our noble army, led by that great and gi 
General R. E. Lee, breaking up their camp, dashed upon hty — 
columns, and, after one of the bloodiest and best-contested battles of | 
the war, taught the enemy to respect the army he had affected to 5 
despise, and to know that his march to Richmond would be attended — 


with difficulties and dangers he had not anticipated. I shall not — 


undertake to detail the series of bloody battles which were fought on 
the road to Richmond, nor tell how the enemy, although continually _ 
strengthened by heavy re-enforcements, was compelled to leave the — 
city to his right, until finally he crossed the James and undertook by 
a coup de main to carry the city of Petersburg; nor how, after nearly — 
a seven months’ campaign of unexampled slaughter of his men, he 
still finds himself with hope deferred, and but little prospect of real- 
izing expectations so confidently entertained for the last three years. 
Suffice it to say that you, gentlemen, are here in safety; here in calm 
deliberation; here to digest those measures which are still required by 
the dangers we have yet to meet. 

It is right, however, that I should warn you that the enemy is dili- 
gently engaged in strengthening his army and in recovering from the 
exhaustion caused by his repeated defeats. It is difficult, really, to 
comprehend our foe. The right of self-government was established 
by the blood of our Revolutionary fathers, was proclaimed in the 
Declaration of Independence, and is ingrafted in the constitutions of 
all the States; and yet the United States, with reckless extravagance 
in men and money, unparalleled in the world’s history, is denying this 
right, and seeking to overthrow and subjugate the people who pro- 


claim it, and who only ask to be let alone—who, for simply asserting | q 


and maintaining this principle, are pursued with a venom, malignity, 
and hate unknown in civilized war. ; 

With everything dear to man at stake, I cannot suppose that there 
will be any hesitation on your part to embody the whole resources of 
the State, in men and means, in order to enable us successfully to 
avert the awful doom our enemy has in store forus. One of your first 
duties, gentlemen, will be to take into consideration the measures to 
bring into the field all able-bodied men who are not necessary to the 
State government. It is utterly impossible for me to understand the 
logic which exempts State officers who are not necessary for the State 
government; and yet it is the fact that the judges are undertaking to 
turn loose from the grasp of military authority men without any duty 
to perform, upon the ground that they are officers provided by the 
constitution and the laws. There are some forty or fifty counties of 
Virginia within the enemy’s lines, most of them under a regular goy- 
ernment of the enemy. The State officers therein have been, where — 
loyal, of course, expelled from office and are refugees. Most of them 
have acquired new homes and formed new social and business rela- 
tions, and may not return to their counties until this war shall ter- 
minate. Many will never return even with peace, and it may be a 
question, if they should do so, whether they would have a right to 
resume their offices. Underthe laws and the constitution the counties 
will average about sixty officers, furnishing within the enemy’s lines 
a number equal to about 2,000, constituting a force sufficient, it may 
be, to turn the tide of a great battle. Yet, according to the decisions 
of some of the judges, these officers would be exempt from military 
duty, although without civil duties to perform, and with a great prob- 
ability that they will have none during the continuance of the war. 


itical duty. It is a matter in which the whole body politic is interested. 
citizens have a right, collectively and individually, to the service of each 
‘to avert any danger which may be menaced. The manner in which the 
is to be apportioned among them is a matter for legislation.” The Goy- 
ent, as the agent and trustee of the people, is So pe with the whole mili- 


strength of the nation, in order that it may be employed so as to insure the 
y of all. The power which it has to enforce the performance of the obliga- 
to render military service is given that it may be used, not abdicated. No 
right has been conferred on the Government to divest inself, by contract or other- 
wise, of the power of employing whenever, and as the exigencies of the country 
may demand, the whole military strength that has been placed at its disposal. 
_ As the nature and extent of those exigencies cannot be foreseen, and it is impossi- 

_ble to say in advance that the services of every citizen capable of bearing arms 
- oe become indispensable for the defense of the country, the Government 
_ has no right to enter into any contract precluding it from requiring those serv- 
_ ices, if they should be needed. If there be such right, the spectacle might be pre- 
sented of a nation subjugated and destroyed at a time when it had within its 
limits citizens amply sufficient to defend it successfully against all the assaults of 

its enemies, but whose services could not be commanded because, forsooth, the 
_ Government had contracted with them that they should not be required to serve 
inthe Army. 


® = Again: - 

The power of coercing the citizen to render military service for such time and 
under such circumstances as the Government may think fit is a transcendent 
power; but so far from being inconsistent with liberty, is essential to its preser- 
vation. A nation cannot foresee the extent of the dangers to which it may be 

exposed. It must, therefore, grant to its government a power equal to every 

_ possible emergency; and this can only be done by giving to it the control of its 

_ whole military strength. The danger that the power may be abused cannot ren- 
der it proper to withhold it, for it is necessary to the national life. 
- It would seem to me that the doctrine of these extracts covers the 
__ whole question; but should there be a doubt remaining, the following 
extract from the same able opinion, repeating a well-established rule 
of law, must dispel it: 

The well-established rule of construction is, that all grants of privileges and 
exemptions from general burdens are to be construed liberally in favor of the 
public, and strictly as against the grantee. Whatever is not plainly expressed 
and unequivocally granted is taken to be withheld. 

Taken in this view, how can there he a question? The officers 
referred to are local officers; their duties are local; they forfeit their 
offices if they leave their counties. The justices of the peace are com- 
pelled to reside in the districts from which they are elected, and yet 
these officers are refugees; that is, resident out of their counties. In 
undertaking to protect them against the forfeiture provided by law 
the courts have to assume that they are excused from the residence 
required in consequence of the compulsion of the enemy. Is not this 
inference judicial legislation? At any rate, no act of Assembly 
authorizes such an inference; and is it to be supposed that the law 
would not have provided for such a ease had the Legislature deemed it 
proper to do so? At least, can it be said that there is no doubt upon 
the subject; and if a doubt, that it should not, in the language of an 
extract already quoted, be construed liberally in favor of the public? 
How can the State be injured by the view for which I contend? How 
it may be prejudiced by the converse of the proposition all can see. 
But to exempt this large class of officers, or any portion of them, 
when they have no service to perform, is, it seems to me, plainly 
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ligation of the citizen to render military service is a paramount social 
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unconstitutional. The fourth article of the bill of rights reads as 
follows: 


That no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or 
privileges from the community but in consideration of public services. : 


Will not these officers, without civil duties to perform, enjoy per- 
sonal privileges? Surely it may legitimately be argued that, so far 
from being exempted, they are under a special obligation, in addition 
to the general one attaching to every citizen, to fight for the recovery 
of their counties. They have been ousted of their offices, have con- 
sequently suffered a personal injury, and will realize a special advan- | 
tage in the recovery of the counties from which they have been 
expelled. I know it is contended that these officers are entitled to 
exemption under the decision of the court in the case from which I 
have so freely quoted, and the following extract is relied upon in sup- 
port of the position: 

It is absurd to suppose that the Government of the Confederate States can 
rightfully destroy the government of the States which created it; and all the 
powers conferred on it must be understood to have been given with the limitation 
that in executing them nothing shall be done to interfere with the independent 
exercise of its sovereign powers by each State. Congress can have no right, 
therefore, to deprive a State of any officer necessary to the action of its govern- 
ment, and the State itself is the sole judge as to the officers that are necessary for 
that purpose. ; 


I entirely concur with the doctrine here expressed; but can it be 
said that the officers of a locality within the enemy’s lines, and under 
the regular supervision of the agents of a foreign Government, are 
necessary to the action of the government of the State? And under 
this doctrine can any officer of a county within our own jurisdiction 
be entitled to exemption unless he be necessary? Itis said, however, 
that all the officers named in the constitution and provided by the 
law are pronounced necessary by the very highest authority, and can 
under no circumstances be questioned, and whether employed or not 
cannot be required to perform any other duties than those for which 
they were elected. Surely this will strike the reflecting mind with 
surprise. The constitution intended to provide a frame of govern- 
ment for those on whoin it was to operate. It was necessarily exper- 
imental. The offices authorized were doubtless presumed to be 
necessary; but if found to be otherwise, why should those appointed 
to fill them be relieved from the performance of other duties required 
by the wants of the community? Indeed, I lay it down as a broad 
proposition that no person occupying office is exempt from the other 
duties of a citizen, except on the score of incompatibility. I ask with 
confidence, why should a citizen be excused from other obligations 
when they do not interfere with the performace of those to which he 
is specially elected? If a man can perform more than one duty, why 
should he not doit? I would like to hear a good and sufficient reason 
in answer to this interrogatory. It would be a great reflection upon 
those who framed the constitution to suppose that they intended any 
such conclusion, and in the absence of all provisions to that effect it 
cannot be presumed. Nowhere in the constitution is provision made in 
terms for exemption. It is inferential merely, and then only upon 
the ground of incompatibility of service. The same remarks will 
apply to the Legislature. The doctrine contended for may lead to the 
most fatal results. If all the officers designated in the constitution 
and in the laws made in pursuance thereof are to be exempted because 
they are State officers; if all the justices of the peace who, by the 
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e er exempted until the Ist of October, 1862, ha ‘ ; 
‘volution to that period been required to perform military duty; 
sheriffs and clerks and their deputies; all commissioners of the 
venue; all surveyors and Commonwealth’s attornevs; all constables 
ad overseers of the poor; all county agents for supplying soldiers’ 
milies; all salt agents, commercial agents, &¢.; all employés of 
nks, cities, towns, &c., are to be exempt indiscriminately, and with- 
reference to their necessity, then, indeed, in the language of the 
decision so frequently quoted, ‘‘ the spectacle might be presented of a 
nation subjugated and destroyed at a time when it had within its 
limits citizens amply sufficient to defend it against all the assaults of es 
its enemies, but whose services could not be commanded, because, 
forsooth, the Government had contracted with them that they should 
not be required to serve in the army.” So far in this State the num- 
ber of exempts is comparatively small, but in other States we are told 
it is widely different. At this time a powerful army of the enemy is 
_ sweeping over the State of Georgia, in which, under the doctrine con- 
tended for, there is now an army of exempts—exempts because offi- 
cers and employés of the State government. 

At this time the pressure of the service inspires a very common 
_ desire to escape from it; and the remedy by habeas corpus, designed 
for extraordinary acts of official tyranny or individual acts of oppres- 
sion, is daily resorted to, to extricate the citizen from the holy duty a 
¥ 
i 


of defending the country. Lawyers of every degree hie to the feast 
thus spread before them, and judges in chambers and in court feel 
constrained to apply the principles of the writ to those but little better 
than moral deserters from the standard of their country, and at a time, 
too, when she is struggling in a death grapple with her gigantic foe. 

_ Butdothe judges [agree] among themselves in a uniform application of 

_ the same principle? In North Carolina exemption assumes the broad- 

- est form, while in Alabama a much narrower rule is adopted; and 
even in Virginia some differences exist. But all, I believe, concur 
that the judges have the right to pronounce who are exempted from 
military duty by reason of their office, notwithstanding the Legisla- 
ture and the Executive may entertain a different opinion. Itdoes — + 
not matter what the Legislature may declare by law; it does not 
matter who the Executive may deem necessary to enable him to see 
the laws faithfully executed, the court understands better than their 
coequal and co-ordinate departments what is necessary to preserve 
the State governments. Against this I enter my firm yet respectful 
protest. 

The second article of the constitution reads as follows: 

The legislative, executive, and judiciary departments shall be separate and dis- 
tinct, so that neither exercise the powers properly belonging to either of the 
others; nor shall any person exercise the powers of more than one of them at the 
same time, except that justices of the peace shall be eligible to either House of 
Assembly. 


The Massachusetts constitution still more emphatically declares 
that ‘‘in the government of this Commonwealth the legislative 
department shall never exercise the executive and judicial powers, or 
either of them; the executive shall never exercise the legislative or 
judicial powers, or either of them; the judicial shall never exercise 
the executive and legislative powers, or either of them; to the end 
that it may be a government of laws, and not of men.” Of course, 
all intermixture of these departments, except as provided in the con- 
stitution, must be in violation thereof. These departments are 


co-ordinate, and each is supreme and endent of 

within their respective spheres. This is the theory of the e ns 
at least; and it is the universal sentiment of the American pe 
that their complete separation is essential to public liberty. The 
Federalist has strongly said that ‘“‘the accumlation of all powers, — 
- legislative, executive, and judicial, in the same hands, whether of 
one, a few, or many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or a 
elective, may be justly considered the very definition of tyranny.” 3 
Can it be, then, that the judiciary can properly prescribe its own — 
bounds as well as those of its co-ordinate departménts? Where 1s 
the authority for it? It cannot be found either in the constitution — 
or the law—a fact conclusive against the jurisdiction assumed. I — 
know the general sentiment is otherwise, and that it is insisted that — 
the power is essential, and must therefore exist. This, I submit, is 
begging the question, and cannot be conceded. *Were it so, then the 
independence and equality of the departments would no longer exist. 
The power in one to give law to the other demonstrates this too clearly 
to require argument. ; 

While, however, it may be conceded that the judicial department, 
in the last resort, is the final expositor of the constitution as to all | 
questions of a judicial nature, it is equally clear thatit cannot assume 
jurisdiction of political questions. This doctrine was quite elabo- 
rately treated in the case of Luther vs. Borden ef al. (7 How. R.) 

In the celebrated Dorr Case, out of which the one quoted sprung, 
this doctrine was treated, and it was declared that the court could | 
not take jurisdiction of questions of political power. For instance, 
that it was the right of the political power to decide which was the 
rightful constitution of the State of Rhode Island, the charter or that 
known as the Dorr constitution; that it was not a judicial question. 
So it was conceded that the President alone had the right to decide 
when such insurrection or rebellion existed in a State as required him 
to call out the militia; that it was not a judicial question. Soin cases 
of contested elections before the Senate, they involved a question of 
political power to be decided by that body. So likewise in case of a 
treaty or the recognition of foreign nations, they involved questions of 
political power over which the judiciary could not take jurisdiction. 
I respectfully submit that this important distinction should be taken 
by our judges. When the Legislature declares who shall be subject 
to military duty, it is an act of political power with which, it seems to — 
me, the judiciary should not interfere; and when the Executive, to 
whom the special duty is assigned of seeing the laws faithfully 
executed, decides that a certain officer or employé is not necessary, 
it is an act of political power which should equally command the for- 
bearance of the courts. It was objected in the case just quoted that 
in conceding to the President the decision as to which was the right- 
ful constitution of Rhode Island, it was yielding him a dangerous 
power which might be abused. The learned judge who pronounced 
the opinion of the court emphatically said in reply: 

All power may be abused if placed in unworthy hands; but it would be diffi- 
cult, we think, to point out any other hands in which this power would be more 
safe, and at the same time equally effectual. At all events, it is conferred upon 


him by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, and must therefore be 
respected and enforced in its judicial tribunals. 


You, gentlemen, can apply this quotation; but I may be pardoned— 
as the several departments take the same oath of office, that of 
fidelity to the Constitution, and are all, in the view of the constitu- 
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ally honest, capable, and faithful—if I claim for the leg <5 
executive departments the same right to judge of their own _ 
that is exercised by the judiciary as to theirs. This is indis- 
asable to preserve the equilibrium of the several departments—a 
atter of the last importance, as upon it depends the preservation of 
stitutional liberty, according to all writers upon free government. 
__My conclusions, then, are that the several departments have no 
right to define the political powers of each other; that political power 
_ is not of a judicial nature; that there is no authority in the Constitu- 
_ tion or the laws which gives to the judiciary the right to define its a: 
own boundaries and those of the other branches of the Government; sie 
that whatever may be the necessity of having a tribunal clothed with 
such powers, none has been provided and cannot be provided by judi- 
cial construction; that the right on the part of the several depart- 
~ ments to refuse to co-operate in the unconstitutional measures of each — 
_ other, of which each has an equal right to judge, is eminently proper, 
healthful in action, and well calculated to preserve intact that divis- 
- ion of powers guaranteed in the second article of the Constitution. 
- That the Constitution contains no exception, confers no privilege, 
- except ‘‘in consideration of public services;” that election to office 
_ does not protect any man against other duties, except so far as they 
_ may be in conflict with those to which he was elected; that, in the 
language of the court of appeals, ‘‘the obligation of the citizen to ee 
render military service is a paramount, social, and political duty,” 
from which no man can be discharged, except on account of his civil 
duties, and only to the extent required by such duties; that military 
- service ‘‘is a matter in which the whole body politic is interested;” 
that ‘‘the citizens have a right, collectively and individually, to the 
service of each other to avert any danger which may be menaced,” of 
which they cannot lawfully and ought not to be deprived by any 
authority whatever. And I here, in the name of pratriotism, of our 
manhood, of our dear old State, rent and torn by a vandal foe, and 
of our bleeding country, protest firmly, but respectfully, against the 
entire doctrine which would give to able-bodied men the legal right 
to walk abroad untouched amid the general suffering and desolation. 
I have uniformly acted upon the principle that the State govern- 
ment had an inherent right of self-preservation, which involved the 
right to all the officers and employés of every description necessary 
thereto. I have never hesitated to claim all such persons, and to 
assert a right to judge for myself as to the necessity of such persons 
as against the Confederate Government. I understand this principle 
to have been broadly conceded by the act of Congress of the 17th of 
February, 1864. This act did not undertake to grant power to the 
Governors of the States, who could not accept power from such a 
source, even had such been the design of the act. But I repeat, I 
do not understand it to have had any such purpose in view. The 
certificate spoken of in the act was merely designed to obtain infor- 
mation of the Governors of the States of the persons claimed by the 
States as their officers and employés, and such certificates are very 
properly conceded by that act to be conclusive upon the Confederate 
authorities. Recognizing in the Confederate Government the right 
to the whole military power of the States, except to the extent of 
such persons as are necessary to the preservation of the State gov- 
ernment and the execution of her laws, I have uniformly confined my 
certificates of exemption or claim to such persons as I regarded neces- 
sary therefor. In the case of justices of the peace I did not and do 
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not believe that the number authorized by law was nece 
execution of the duties imposed upon them. I know perfectly 1 : 
that three, instead of four, are amply sufficient for all the purposes 
of the State; and I aimed, as a general rule, to confine myself to that. 
number. I recognized the right of all, however, to be commissioned ; ¢ 
and deeming such to be my constitutional duty, commissioned those — 
who had been duly elected by the people. 

It is not a little curious that justices of the peace, at least from the 
first Revolution up to the present one, have never been regarded 
otherwise than subject to military service. They have been treated 
uniformly as a part of the militia. They fought in the first Revolu- 
tion; they fought in the year 1812; they mustered at cross-roads and 
other places of meeting, and the exempting favor of the Legislature 
never reached them until the Ist of October, 1862. It is strange that 
in the midst of a deadly struggle your predecessors should have 
deemed it proper for the first time to protect these gentlemen from 
military service, pronounced by the highest judicial authority of this 
State to be ‘‘a paramount social and political duty.” It is also 
strange that for the first time it should be treated as a judicial ques- 
tion, and that our judges should likewise concur in pronouncing 
them exempt from military service, and that, too, notwithstanding 
the same high authority to which I have just referred has pronounced 
military service ‘‘a matter in which the whole body politic is inter- 
ested.” 

But so it is, and yielding to the force of this combined opinion, I 
respectfully suggest for your consideration the passage of a law 
which will diminish the number of these officers, and restrict their. 
selection to persons of an age usually beyond the period of military 
service. I propose the passage of a law diminishing the number of 
the districts in the several counties, and confining the election of 
magistrates to persons over forty-five years of age. There is no 
question of your power to enact such a law; there is no doubt of its 
giving great satisfaction to the people, and the discreditable efforts 
which were made in certain localities by hale and hearty young men 
to obtain their election as justices of the peace, thereby to secure 
their exemption from the honor of defending their country, would no 
longer reflect upon the patriotism of our people. But many of our 
best citizens are unwilling to yield any of our State officers or 
employés to the claims of the Confederate Government. They are — 
entirely willing to see such persons embodied in a State force, to be 
called out on great emergencies, because under State authority they 
can be returned to their civil functions as soon as the emergency 
Shall have passed. Apart from the great principle of the salus 
popult, they insist that it is entirely in the power of the Legislature 
to embody the State officers, &c., as an auxiliary force, under the 
circumstances to which I have referred. In Georgia this principle is 
acted upon, and under it Governor Brown has been enabled to 
embody an army of considerable size, which has rendered and is ren- 
dering valuable service in the campaign in his great State. In 
Mississippi the same doctrine prevails with the like results, in which, 
indeed, the power is claimed, without question by the judiciary, to 
assign supernumerary State officers to the Confederate service. In 
an act passed by the General Assembly of that State of the 13th of 
August, 1864, the preamble thereto reads as follows: 


Whereas, in tue present situation of affairs it is not necessary to the proper 
administration of the State government that the officers members, and agents 


named, shall be held exempted from the military service of the Con 
tates ; and in the absence of such necessity the State is willing to waive 
‘ights in the premises to all officers, members, and agents not named in the 
stitution, and not necessary to the preservation of our form of Government. 


_ This preamble fully recognizes the policy for which I have been 
arguing, and in giving up a part of her State officers the State impliedly 
asserts aright to do so with all, under the qualifications stated. Should 
it not be the pleasure, however, of the Legislature to adopt my views, 
_ Trespectfully urge, in this dark hour of our fortunes, that the entire 


male population of our State may be embodied for the purpose of 


co-operating in our great struggle. The second-class militia, author- 


ized under a special act, restricted in its operations to a few localities, 
has been of great advantage, and has rendered most efficient service. 
Perhaps no regular force in the Army has performed more arduous 
duty since the 6th of May than those portions of it, including the 
Nineteenth Virginia Militia, organized in the cities of Richmond and 
Petersburg. In consequence of the frequent and extensive raids of 
the enemy, often in small parties, and the great destruction and out- 
rages perpetrated by them, it has become indispensable to organize 
our whole male population. Were such an organization made, even 


of the force now left at home, the country would be saved from the 


ravages which lay waste our fields, certainly to a large extent; and 
the enemy, who respects in no degree the laws of civilized war, spar- 
ing neither age nor sex, would be compelled to contract his lines of 
march, move in larger masses, and range over a much more limited 
amount of our territory. I most respectfully submit a bill for your 
consideration, designed to provide for this important object. 

First. It proposes that the reserve force of the State should be 
organized by the Governor, and when completed to be reported to the 
Assembly for such change as it may see fit to make. 

Second. That the Governor shall not move said foree beyond the 
limits of the State. 

Third. That no portion of such force shall be called out for a longer 
period than thirty days. 

Fourth. When practicable, said force shall be assigned to duty in 
the several counties from which it may be drawn. 

Fifth. The particular duties to which this force may be assigned’ 
are designated. 

Sixth. That the county court and county officers shall aid in the 
enrollment. e 

Seventh. That the Governor shall provide for the proper discipline 
and order of said force. 

Eighth. This bill being a war measure, it is proposed that it shall 
expire with the proclamation of peace, only suspending in the mean- 
time the general militia law. 

It will be observed that this bill asks for no appropriations, nor for 
commissaries or quartermasters. My plan is to make an arrangement 
with the Secretary of War to pay off such portion of the reserve force 
as may be called out, when its particular service is ended, by march- 
ing it to the post quartermaster of its county for that purpose, who 
would be instructed accordingly; and my purpose would be, when 
necessary, to appoint respectable old gentlemen quartermasters and 
commissaries for the particular occasion, and for them to settle up 
any accounts they may have created with the post quartermaster, and 
be likewise paid off, thus closing up the transaction without perplex- 
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ity or delay, and to the entire satisfaction doubtless of both the Gov- 
ernment and the people. : . 

Many of the citizens of Virginia were in other States and countries 
at the beginning of the war. Not afew of them returned to join in 
her defense and to share her fate, and some have sealed with their 
blood their patriotic devotion to our beloved Commonwealth. A rec- 
ord should be made of such as an evidence of our high appreciation 
of their conduct and transmitted to posterity. But I regret to inform 
you that, many who owe loyalty to our. State are still absent unmind- 
ful of their duty in the terrible struggle in which we are engaged. 
Many have left since the beginning of the war, leaving their families 
and property behind them. It is doing no injustice to such recreants 
to assume that their purpose is to escape the demands of military 
service, and that they leave their families with us as the means of 
preserving their property. Shall such unworthy and treasonable pol- 
icy succeed? Shall such men, abandoning the holiest and noblest of 
duties, that of defending their country, escape without penalty, and 
their property be preserved and protected by our laws and arms until, 
under more propitious circumstances, they can return to it? I earn- 
estly recommend the passage of a law authorizing the issue of a proc- 
lamation warning all citizens of Virginia now in foreign parts to 
return without delay to the State, failing in which, besides personal 
penalties, their property of every description should be confiscated 
and their families sent into the enemy’s lines. 

There are some persons whose fidelity to the State is much ques- 
tioned, and who, if arrested, can rarely be convicted in consequence 
of the difficulty of having the testimony present when the day of 
trial arrives. They very generally escape from want of evidence, 
although there is the strongest moral assurance of their guilt. I hope 
that you will give the subject your attention and pass such a law as this 
condition of things requires. In this connection I would respectfully 
. eall your attention to the Code, page 118, in reference to the arrest of 
suspicious persons. The sixth section should be enlarged so as to 
comprehend all foreigners, as well as citizens, with authority to remove 
such as may be thought fit beyond the limits of the State. There is 
great necessity for some such measure, and I hope it will engage your 
early attention. 

Our free negroes are very disorderly, many of them doubtless dis- 
loyal. In the towns, and especially in the city of Richmond, they are 
guilty of many outrages upofpersons and property, full proof of 
which it is difficult to procure. They sometimes are found co-operat- 
ing with the enemy, and occasionally indulging in the utterance of 
treasonable sentiments and threats against our fellow-citizens. The 
laws are inadequate to their proper management, and will, I hope, be 
made to cover such cases. 

When this war began it was confidently believed by our enemy that 
it would be of short duration. Relying upon his vast superiority in 
numbers and material of war, he expected to overrun us with facility 
and ease. But the result of a single year’s operations corrected this 
expectation and impressed him with the conclusion that he had on 
hand a contest of great magnitude, full of danger and difficulty. 
Having ‘soon exhausted his floating population, he openly recruited 
his armies on the continent of Europe. Not satisfied with this, he 
seized our slaves and, in violation of all civilized war, armed them 
against us. Under every disadvantage the war has been protracted 


and abundant stock from which to draw. This policy, however, has 


given rise to great diversity of opinion. Some consider it as giving 


up the institution of slavery. Others declare that to put our slaves 
in the ranks will drive our fellow-citizens from them and diffuse dis- 
satisfaction throughout the country. In reply, it is said that this 
policy will effectually silence the clamor of the poor man about this 
being the rich man’s war; that there is no purpose to mingle the two 
races in the same ranks, and that there cannot be a reasonable objec- 
tion to fighting the enemy’s negroes with our own; that as to the 
abandonment of slavery, it is already proclaimed to be at an end by 
the enemy, and will undoubtedly be so if we are subjugated, and that 


nto its fourth year, and we find ourselves looking around for _ 
ial to enlarge our armies. Whence is it to come? The laws of | 
natural accretion will not furnish a sufficient supply of men. Foreign 
countries are in effect closed against us. Recruiting from the prison- 
ers we capture will not, except to a limited extent, supply our wants, 

- and the public attention naturally turns to our own slaves as a ready 
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by making it aid in our defense it will improve the chance of pre- | 


serving it. 

_ This is a grave and important question and full of difficulty. All 
agree in the propriety of using our slaves in the various menial 
employments of the Army, and as sappers and miners and pioneers, 
but much diversity of opinion exists as to the propriety of using 
them as soldiers now. Allagree that when the question becomes one 
of liberty and independence on the one hand or subjugation on the 


other, that every means within our reach should be used to aid in our 


struggle and to baffle andthwartourenemy. Isayevery man willagree 
to this; no man would hesitate.. Even if the result were to emanei- 
pate our slaves, there is not a man that would not cheerfully put the 
negro into the Army rather than become a slave himself to our hated 
and vindictive foe. It is, then, simply a question of time. Has the 
time arrived when this issue is fairly before us? Is it indeed lib- 
erty and independence or subjugation which is presented to us? A 
man must be blind to current events, to the gigantic proportions of 
this war, to the proclamations of the enemy, who does not see that the 


issue above referred to is presented now. And, I repeat, the only ~ 


question is, Has the time arrived? Are we able beyond a question 
to wage successful war against a power three times our own in num- 
bers, with all Europe from which to recruit, and who unhesitatingly 
put arms in the hands of our own negroes for our destruction? I 
will not say that under the providence of God we may not be able to 
triumph, but I do say that we should not from any mawkish sensi- 
bility refuse any means within our reach which will tend to enable 
us to work out our deliverance. For my part, standing before God 
and my country, I do not hesitate to say that I would arm such por- 
tion of our able-bodied slave population as may be necessary, and 
put them in the field, so as to have them ready for the spring cam- 
paign, even if it resulted in the freedom of those thus organized. 
Will I not employ them to fight the negro force of the enemy? aye, 
the Yankees themselves, who already boast that they have 200,000 of 
our slaves in arms against us. Can we hesitate, can we doubt, when 
the question is, whether our enemy shall use our slaves against us or 
we use them against him; when the question may be between liberty 
and independence on the one hand, orour subjugation and utter ruin 
on the other? 


In the meeting of the Governors the following resolutions upon 
subject were unanimously adopted: ; : 


And whereas, the public enemy, having proclaimed the freedom of our slaves, 


are forcing into their armies the able-bodied portion thereof, the more effectu- 
ally to wage their cruel and bloody war against us: Therefore be it : 

Resolved, That it is the true policy and obvious duty of all slave-owners timely 
to remove their slaves from the line of the enemy’s approach, and especially 
those able to bear arms, and when they shall fail to do so that it should be made 
the duty of the proper authorities to enforce the performance of this duty, and 
to give to such owners all necessary assistance as far as practicable. 

Resolved, That the course of the enemy in appropriating our slaves who hap- 
- pen to fall into their hands to purposes of war seems to justify a change of pol- 
icy on our part, and whilst owners of slaves under the circumstances should 
freely yield them to their country, we recommend to our authorities, under 
proper regulations, to appropriate such part of them to the public service as may 
be required. 


. 


The object of these resolutions, as understood by me, was to call 
public attention to the consideration of the policy of bringing our 
slaves into this war. It seems that a change of policy on our part 
was contemplated; and we determined, in reference to our slaves, to 
recommend to our authorities, under proper regulations, to appropri- 
ate such part of them to the publie service as may be required. Iam 
aware that-a clamor has been raised against the policy of putting the 
negroes into the Army by good and loyal men, because, they say, ‘‘ the 
end is not yet;” that our Army of citizen soldiers is still competent 
to make good our defense. No one would advocate the policy of 


thus appropriating our slaves except as a matter of urgent necessity; — 


but as public opinion is widely divided on this subject, does not com- 
mon prudence require us to fear that those opposed to this extreme 
measure may be mistaken? Suppose it should so turn out, how 
deep would be their responsibility to the country, to freedom and 
independence everywhere! I know it is the opinion of some of the 
highest military authorities that the time has come when we should 


call our slaves to our assistance; and I hold it to be clearly the duty — 


of every citizen, however much he may doubt the wisdom and neces- 
sity of the policy, to co-operate in strengthening by every means our 
armies. I repeat, I know this policy is looked to with anxiety by 
some of the ablest military men of the age, who believe that it is of the 
last importance that it should be adopted without delay. I therefore 
earnestly recommend to the Legislature that they should give this 
subject early consideration, and enact such measures as their wisdom 
may approve. 

As an additional auxiliary to the successful prosecution of the war 
I deem it of the gravest consequence that our currency should be 
improved. I am entirely satisfied that it may be effected. With the 
great staples at our command as the basis of such purchases abroad 
as are necessary to our defense, with a judicious system of taxation 
and public credit, the blunders of the past may be speedily reformed 
and the public confidence assuredly revived. I bring this subject to 
your consideration, as you may promote the policy of improving the 
currency by lending the aid of co-operative legislation to that of the 
Confederate Government. 

There is a measure now pending before Congress proposing to reduce 
the currency by the issue of tithe certificates, in effect pledging the 
tithes in cotton, wheat, and corn to the redemption of such certificates, 
and continuing the tax in kind after the war shall terminate, until 
they shall be fully paid off and discharged. The security must nee- 
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y be ample, and all persons not needing the currency for imme-_ 
use will find such investment a most judicious one. cao 
The legislation I would suggest is in aid of that policy, and I sub- — 
- mit the following plan for your consideration: Let the State go into 

_ the market and purchase up the currency at its market value for gold— 
_ say twenty in currency for onein gold. The effect of this would be to 
reduce the price of gold at once to that standard as a maximum which 
would necessarily involve a reduction in the prices of all commodities, 
thereby. securing a general benefit to every individual in the commu- 
nity. The question will naturally be asked, how is the gold to be 
obtained? The reply is easy. It is known that our State banks have. a 
a large amount of specie on hand entirely unproductive, not even 
contributing to sustain their credit, and a source of constant anxiety 
to the officers in charge of them. In this state of things the banks, I 
_ have no doubt, would cheerfuily surrender their specie to the State, 

upon her obligation to return it at the end of the war and the assign- 

ment of the tax-in-kind certificates of the Confederate Government 

issued to the State from time to time for the curreney which she - 

might acquire. The faith of the State with this collateral security 
would, I am persuaded, be entirely acceptable to the banks under the 
circumstances which imperil us. Should we triumph in our present 
struggle, which I doubt not, the security would be ample; and should 

we fail, of course the security would be valueless, and all would be 
: lost, except in the diffusive benefit to the people from the circulation 
- of the coin now excluded from all useful purposes. 

It is no objection that this measure may not be adopted by the 
other States. Its wisdom is so obvious that it is hardly to be presumed 
that they will refuse to co-operate. But happily, it is a measure that 
must be highly beneficial to the State which engages in it, even if 
alone, while it would tend to aid the important effort to reduce and 
improve the currency. I will not dwell upon this subject, but believ- 
ing it a measure of great importance, well calculated to aid in the 
public defense, as well as beneficial to the State and people thereof, I 
ask for it your careful consideration. 

Allow me, gentlemen, particularly to commend to your favorable 
consideration the absolute necessity of regulating prices. I know 
this policy is destined to meet a stout resistance; but fully impressed 
with its great importance, under existing circumstances, I may be 
pardoned, I hope, for pressing it upon your attention. I felt myself 
at liberty shortly after your adjournment, in consequence of the fail- 
ure of the bill making an appropriation to engage in the acquisition 
of supplies, for want of a constitutional, not a numerical, majority, 
under the crying necessities and sufferings of the people for bread, &e., 
to use such portion of the contingent funds under my control as 
would partially relieve their wants. With this fund, and means 
otherwise acquired, I engaged in this business and am gratified to 
believe that I contributed a considerable amount of relief to the des- 
titute families of soldiers and other suffering poor. Among the 
articles purchased was about 300,000 pounds of rice. At the time I 
got it to this market the retail price of the grocers was $2.50 per 
pound. This price, extortionate in a high degree, was the practical 
result of untrammeled competition under the laws of trade. By my 
purchase I was enabled to put it upon the market, under certain 
restrictions as to the quantity to be purchased, at 50 cents per pound, 
which covered the cost and all expenses, including a small advance 
to provide against accidental losses. This involves the principle of 
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the maximum. The same result occurred in the corn I bought and 
distributed. I sold one large lot at $15 a bushel, even sending a con- 
siderable quantity to the county of Tazewell. I mention these facts 
as practical illustrations of the value of the measure I urge upon 
your consideration. : 
Having, however, discussed this question in my inaugural message, — 
I content myself by making an extract therefrom, with the single 
remark, that if it be the pleasure of the Legislature to appropriate 
the requisite sums, I can no doubt place supplies here which will 
greatly reduce the present market value and protect our suffering 
State from the danger of absolute starvation: = ; 


While, however, the people of the State have acquiesced in the prices fixed by 
the public commissioners, others have been unwilling to accept them, in conse- 
quence of higher prices being offered by speculators and others. This very natur- 
ally produces discontent on the part of the more liberal and patriotic portion of 
the people, while others resort to hoarding, hiding, and other disreputable shifts 
and evasions, to avoid their contribution to the support of our own gallant Army. 
This state of things is very demoralizing, and may, I think, be easily corrected by 
the establishment of a State maximum, which, taking the Confederate maximum 
as a basis, shall be extended to all the productions of human industry. 1 know 
that this proposition has always met with the most determined opposition, and 
yet it has always prevailed in times of public trouble. I know it is said that 
France tried, and France gave up this policy. And yet she first tried it upon 
corn; then enlarged it, but never made it general; adhered to it through all the 
dark hours of her revolution, when she was rent by intestine dissensions and 
engaged in war with the whole of Europe, and never abandoned it until she had 
resumed a specie currency, composed her intestine feuds, and brought continen- 
tal Europe to her feet. What occasion had France to adhere to this policy when 
she fed her armies from the stores of other nations and replenished her treasury 
by contributions upon them ? 

But it isthe duty of wisdom to comprehend the force of circumstances. What 
is our situation? We are cut off from the world by our enemies, insulated as 
completely as if we were on an island in mid-ocean, and no productions from 
abroad like those raised by us are allowed to come in competition with our own. 
Can it be contended with any propriety that there can be, in such a state of 
things, a market price for commodities in the sense of the economists? Again, 
the supply of our own productions is inadequate for a liberal consumption. 
Bread, meat, shoes, cotton, and woolen cloths are painful illustrations of this 
stern fact; and, I ask, where is the competition to be found which is to put 
these articles within easy reach of the naked and the hungry. It is sometimes said 
that it is the currency which causes this great exaggeration of prices. To some 
extent this may be so; but where the supply of actual necessaries is deficient, 
and the price of them is fixed by the conscience of the seller alone, the currency 
is of but little significance. The hungry must be fed, and the seller knows it; 
and the price must be paid in whatever currency required. 

Nor is the maximum unknown in daily life. It was the law that the person 
who took out a license as a tavern keeper should keep proper accommodations for 
the traveler, and then should not charge him for meals at pleasure, but only the 
rates fixed by the county courts. So in the case of bridges and ferries, where 
the prices are fixed by law. But there is a very remarkable case of maximum 
which seems to have escaped general observation—I mean interest upon money. 
No lender shall take more than $6 for the loan of $100 for one year. Should the 
lender bargain for more the contract is void. If he takes more he forfeits double 
the sum loaned. Here isa maximum of great antiquity on money, the token or 
representative of all property; and yet it is not proper to set a maximum on the 
property so represented. 

That the law of maximum will be difficult to enforce, I readily admit. So is 
the whole criminal code. So is the law which forbids the loan of money at more 
than legal interest. So is that bright, hopeful, and glorious plan of salvation 
for which a Savior died. But shall we for such reasons abandon our efforts to 
reform, benefit, and save mankind ? 

But the maximum would have other important advantages. It would put an 
end to discontent among the people ; it would extinguish the practice of hoarding 
and hiding. Without any hope of increasing prices producers would cheerfully 
furnish to consumers their surplus. Uniformity of price and the application of 
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maximum to all things would, I am persuaded, inspire general satisfaction, — 
and relieve the necessary duty of collecting supplies for the Army of that irrita- 
_ tion which has heretofore, in many cases, made the duty most unpleasant, and — 
_ restore those kind and agreeable relations which should always exist between the 
people and their Government. Surely, when such must be the happy consequence 
of this measure, the States will speedily adopt it. 

The act entitled ‘‘ An act to provide for the purchase and distribu- 
tion among the people of the State of cotton, cotton yarns, cotton — 
cloths, and hand ecards,” passed March 9, 1864, was put in operation 
shortly after your adjournment by the appointment of S. Bassett 
French, esq., as commercial agent. It was somewhat delayed by the 
difficulty of obtaining a suitable agent, not a single application for = 
the agency having been made, in consequence, chiefly, of the large 
amount for which a bond was required, and I was compelled to press 
it upon Colonel French, then acting as my aide. The agency, although 
very much embarrassed for the want of transportation, and restricted 
in the extent of its operations, has been a source of very great relief 
to the people. Its operations, limited as they have been, have had a 
decided effect upon the markets of the articles in which it dealt. It 
has saved thousands of dollars to the people and greatly improved 
their comforts. The report of the agency, which will soon be laid 
before you, will be a powerful argument in favor of a maximum, 
inasmuch as they have to avery large extent prevented the shameless 
. extortion practiced upon our fellow-citizens in the enumerated articles, 
clearly demonstrating its necessity, or the appropriation of large 
sums for the purchase and sale by the State at cost of all the leading 
articles of consumption. 

I have already mentioned that I had engaged in some operations 
designed to relieve the distress of our fellow-citizens, and Al will now 
add, have also supplied to some extent the penitentiary and State 
guard. I also, with a view to aid in furnishing materials to the work- 
shops of the penitentiary, shipped several small lots of cotton abroad, 
and imported in return leather, steel, and a variety of other articles 
intended for the purposes stated and the other uses of the State. I 
have also ordered cloth for the State guard, which for want of proper 
clothing presents a very discreditable appearance. The result so far 
of these operations is highly satisfactory. The difficulty in this busi- 
ness is in obtaining transportation on the railroads, their whole 
capacity being generally engrossed by the Confederate Government. 
With a train the exclusive property of the State and a moderate 
appropriation I could put supplies of bread and meat here which 
would greatly relieve the distresses and wants of our people. With 
an appropriation of an amount sufficient to enable me to purchase a 
steamer and to load her with cotton and other staples, I could clothe 
our volunteers in comfort and decency and enable the State to redeem 
the pledge made to our volunteers by the resolution adopted January 
17, 1862. It is mortifying to the pride of the Virginian to see our 
gallant soldiers in the field in a state ef want and destitution, while 
the soldiers of other States more enterprising have every comfort 
which they require. With these facilities I could easily supply all of 
our State institutions abundantly and upon the best of terms. I 
shall be prepared to submit to a committee of the Legislature an 
account of these operations which I flatter myself will be entirely 
satisfactory. 

In the management of the purchases I have made, within the Con- 

. federacy as well as abroad, and in the distribution thereof, I have 
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called to my aid the quartermaster’s department, the m 
which have cheerfully performed all the duties required 


The report of the acting quartermaster-general, Major Fitzhugh, will ae 
disclose the character and extent of these operations, and is herewith 


respectfully submitted. * ; 

In connection with this subject I have to call your attention to the 
rights of the State over the railroads within her limits. By the 
twenty-third section of chapter 41 of the Code it is provided that 
‘troops, persons, and munitions, &c., and other property of the 
Confederate States shall in time of war be required to pay only one- 
half of the regular tolls payable by other persons.” The construe- 
tion put upon the railroad law by the managers of these roads, sus- 
tained by the opinion of the attorney-general, is that Virginia is not 
included in this provision, and that freights upon her goods and per- 
sons traveling in her service are charged as the persons and property 
of private individuals. This discrimination is certainly very unjust 
to the State, especially as she is a large stockholder in all of said 
roads. Some of the roads, it is true, have put the State upon the 
same footing with the Confederate Government, but that is at the 
pleasure of the management of the road, and ought to be regulated by 
law. In North Carolina and other States the practice obtains, I sup- 
pose by authority of law, that whenever the Governor requires a train 
on the road for the public use he issues his order to the particular 
road upon which transportation is required, and it is promptly fur- 
nished to the exclusion of all other demands whatever. I respectfully 
suggest that a similar law be enacted, conferring upon the Governor 
the same authority. 

Allow me to suggest a careful examination into the business oper- 
ations of our railroads. Undoubtedly they are far from affording to 
the traveler that comfort, celerity, and dispatch which was expected 
at the time of their construction. This is hardly denied by the man- 
agers of the roads, and their excuse is the pressure of the Govern- 
ment business and the difficulty of obtaining the requisite materials 
and hands to keep them in proper order. Others say, however, that 
the fault consists in their failure to apply their receipts to repairs, 
equipment, and construction, growing out of their eagerness to pay 


off their debts. Without professing to know how the fact is, the - 


inconvenience to the public calls for a careful investigation. 

I have the honor to lay before you for your consideration the 
annual report of the adjutant-general.* It embraces the report of 
the ordnance department. Like all the reports of this old and valu- 
able officer, it abounds in wise and practical suggestions, which I 
recommend to your favorable consideration. 

I submit likewise the report of the attorney-general.* 

From my late connection with the Army I could but learn the great 
inconvenience and expense to which our soldiers are put in the adjust- 
ment of their claims against the Confederate Government. The claims 
of the widows and orphans of those who had died or been killed in 
battle were also difficult of adjustment for want of proper information 
and the great expense of prosecuting them before the Government, 
resulting frequently in their abandonment, or in the employment of 
agents at a ruinous compensation. I felt that some provision should 
be made for an easier and cheaper collection of these highly meritori- 
ous demands. With this view I ordered Col. Henry Hill, paymaster- 
general of the State, without existing employment, to undertake the 


* Not found, 


ont of all such claims free of charge. Hewas also directed to 


so free of charge. And I authorized him to provide himself with 
hatever was necessary to the efficient performance of his duty. 
- Colonel Hill being in the pay of the State, the additional expense will 
_ be inconsiderable; but still, if such an agency should meet with your 
_ approbation, some legislation will be necessary to perfect it. I am 
satisfied that it has already produced much good, and I recommend it 
— to your favor. 

After your adjournment I was repeatedly called upon to take steps 
to make a record of the Virginia forces, which should include not only 
a full list of all those gallant spirits who had dedicated their lives to 
the defense of their country, but also a list of deaths by disease and 
battle; of those wounded, and at what places; of those distinguished 
by acts of extraordinary gallantry; of desertions; of traitors; in short, 
to make a roll of honor as well as dishonor, so as to transmit to pos- 
_ terity a complete record of the conduct of the sons of Virginia. _Com- 
pleted and carried out, as it is important it should be, it will be a book 

of valuable reference and of profound interest to us all. 

Yielding to what seemed to be public sentiment, and instituting an 
examination to see what laws, if any, had been passed upon the sub- 

_ ject, I found an act passed February 7, 1862, entitled ‘‘An act to 
empower the Governor to have made out and filed in the state 
department complete lists of Virginia forces.” 

In the preamble to the act the policy indicated above seems to have 
been intended by the Legislature; and as the power is conferred by 
that act upon the Governor to do all things necessary to carry out 
such intent, I organized a board accordingly, by the appointment of 
Joseph Jackson, jr., as the head thereof, with an assistant, and speci- 
fied the salaries to be received by them—inadequate, it is true, but 
conforming substantially to the compensation provided by law for the 

Officials in the several departments of the State government. I sub- 
sequently authorized other appointments, still, however, not in suffi- 
cient number to proceed with proper dispatch in the execution of this 
noble work. The plan and progress of the work will, however, be 
disclosed in the official report of Mr. Jackson, to which I invite 
attention. 

In consequence of the great atrocities of the enemy, of every 
description known to savage war, I enlarged the duties of the recorder 
by directing him to take evidence of the outrages referred to, that an 
undoubted memorial thereof might be preserved and the truth might 
stand forever vindicated. I deem this the more necessary, as pos- 
terity will not believe, without the clearest proof, that a powerful 
people, boasting of its civilization, was capable of perpetrating acts 
that should damn them throughout all time and with every Christian 
nation. This organization, however, requires legislation to perfect it. 

The penitentiary report will also be laid before you. I flatter 
myself it will exhibit very gratifying results. I believe that under 
the management of its present efficient superintendent it will soon 
develop a high degree of prosperity. It has labored under great dis- 
advantages from want of supplies and proper managers, from which 
causes heavy losses have been sustained. When large shops are 
without material and the hands consequently without employment, 
when an unskilled manager of a shop permits work to be imperfectly 
finished, heavy losses must be inevitably incurred. Such has been 
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to all claims on the part of any soldier of the Virginia forces, = aa 


the case with this institution under its present organization on s 
eral occasions. It is almost impossible to obtain mater Sin: 
existing condition of the country, and true economy requires us 


encounter the hazards of-the blockade business that we may draw — 
our supplies from abroad. Another disadvantage to the institution | 
grows out of the number of convictions for short terms. The period — 
is too short for the convict to learn a trade, and his labor is conse- 


quently wasteful and unproductive. I trust, gentlemen, that you 


will correct this evil by increasing the minimum term for which 


imprisonment in that institution is permitted. -§ 

I have exercised the pardoning power with liberality-in the short- 
term cases, especially when the convicts were soldiers or would make 
such. I thought it better to restore them to their commands or to the 
enrolling officer, as the case might be, after a confinement sufficiently 
long to vindicate the majesty of the law, than to protract an unprofita- 
ble confinement. A list, however, of the convicts who have been par- 
doned, with the reasons therefor, will be laid before you. 


‘The mode of supplying the penitentiary through a purchasing — 


agent has been most judicious, and has in a degree protected that 
institution against the effect of advancing prices. I have found it 
very difficult to provide proper clothing for the State guard, in con- 
sequence of which their appearance is not such as could be desired. 
I have, however, recently made a temporary arrangement to obviate 
this difficulty, which I hope will not again occur. A most expensive 
system existed of supplying the guard with rations, which I deemed 
it my duty to change. I directed the purchasing agent of the peni- 
tentiary to purchase for this organization also, which has been done 
so satisfactorily as to save a large sum to the treasury. The appro- 
priation need not be as large for the coming year as for that of the 
preceding one. 

I herewith communicate the report of the rector and visitors of 
the University of Virginia.* It is so full and satisfactory that it 
requires no comment. 

I also lay the report of the Central Lunatic Asylum before you.* 
I invite attention to its suggestions. One of them is to sanction the 
purchase of supplies by the obligations of the institution, payable 
after the war. This is rather an interesting question, and without 
entirely adopting the suggestion I commend it to your attention. I 
regret that this great public charity should feel the influence of an 
expanding currency in the enlarged appropriation which it needs. 
You will not, I am sure, refuse it. 

The report of the Virginia Military Institute will of course be laid 
before you. This valuable and interesting institution has suffered 
severely from the inflictions of this war. Her gallant corps of cadets 
have illustrated their training by conspicuously participating in the 
hard-fought battle of the 15th day of May, 1864, at New Market, under 
Major-General Breckinridge, and given a foretaste of what may be con- 
fidently expected of them when new fields may demand their valor and 
maturer manhood may call for its display. Subsequently, however, 
the advancing power of the enemy swept up the Valley, and in its 
desolating path destroyed their fine buildings, making it necessary to 
obtain other quarters. After much difficulty the almshouse near this 
city, admirably fitted for the purpose, has been obtained, where the 
exercises of the school will be resumed as soon as the proper prepara- 
tions can be made. 
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e standing to the credit of the Commonwealth proper on the Ist — 
of October last amounted to $5,416,734.87. The same officer esti- 
tes receipts into the treasury during the fiscal year ending 30th of 
tember next, from the several sources of revenue, at $4,612,010, | 
making a total sum of $10,028,744.87. He estimates that the disburse- 
ments during the same period will be $21,509,090.61, leaving a defi- 
ciency of $11,480,345:74. . 
Since the Ist of October, at the beginning of the fiscal year, the 
- commissioners, consisting of the Governor, treasurer, and auditor of 
public accounts, in pursuance of ‘‘ An act to authorize the funding of 
certain currency belonging to the State in Confederate bonds, and to. 
authorize the sale of such bonds if necessary, and to authorize the 
conversion of other notes into other issues,” passed March 3, 1864, 
caused $5,000,000 of the currency then standing to the credit of the 
Commonwealth to be funded in 6 per cent. Confederate bonds; and 
although they were authorized by act of Assembly to make sale of 
the bonds, they have neither deemed it necessary.or prudent to do so. 
This funding has withdrawn $5,000,000 of the ecurreney which stood 
to the credit of the Commonwealth on the Ist of October, and would 
apparently enlarge the above deficiency to $16,480,345.74 were it not 
that the Legislature may satisfy a part of the present demands upon 
the treasury due to the commissioners of the sinking fund by a trans- ; 
fer of the said Confederate bonds to that corporation, under the pro- ~— 
visions of the twenty-ninth section of the fourth article of the con- 
stitution of Virginia, which provide that— 


a : 
- There shall be set apart annually from the accruing revenues a sum equal to 
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7 per cent. of the State debt existing on the 1st day of January, in the year 1852. 
The fund thus set apart shall be called the sinking fund, and shall be applied to the 
payment of the interest of the State debt and the principal of such part as may be 
redeemable. If no part be redeemable then the residue of the sinking fund, after 
the payment of such interest, shall be invested in the bonds or certificates of debt 
of this Commonwealth, or of the Confederate States, or of some of the States of 
this Confederacy, and applied to the payment of the State debt as it shall become 
redeemable. Whenever after the said 1st day of January a debt shall be con- 
tracted by the Commonwealth, there shall be set apart in like manner annually 
for thirty-four years a sum exceeding by 1 per cent. the aggregate amount of the 
annual interest agreed to be paid thereon at the time of its contraction; which 
sum shall be part of the sinking fund, and shall be applied in the manner before 
directed. The General Assembly shall not otherwise appropriate any part of the 
sinking fund, or its accruing interest, except in time of war, insurrection, or 
invasion. 

It must be remembered that no part of the State debt is redeema- 
ble except at the pleasure of the General Assembly, in which event 
the commissioners of the sinking fund may invest the funds, as well 
for redemption as for investment, in the bonds of the Confederate 
States. This disposition of the Confederate bonds would diminish 
the present demand upon the treasury by the sum of $2, 269,772.80, 
now due forredemption and investment, and relieve the treasury from 
the obligation of making further provision for such fund until after 
the year 1868. 

I deem it right to say that this large deficit may not be expected to 
be called for during the coming year. Indeed, I am satisfied that 
there will be no difficulty in meeting all demands upon the treasury, 
with the aid of proper arrangements. Besides other large claims 
against the Confederate Government, the auditing board of the State 
report a balance against it for moneys paid out or cash articles sup- 
plied amounting to $8,154,601.01. Some of the vouchers for this 
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amount have not yet been obtained, but there will be no difficulty in 


procuring them. This large claim should no longer be neglected, but 


to some one should be assigned the special duty of settling and col- 


lecting it. Its payment would greatly relieve the treasury. 

The statement of the treasurer is herewith submitted, character- 
ized by its usual intelligence and perspicuity.* It requires no com- 
ment. 


The second auditor’s report will also be laid before you. It exhibits . 


a clear and lucid condition of the public debt. 

Under the operation of the tax laws of the Confederate Government 
the right is asserted to tax the stock of the State in her-various cor- 
-porations. This claim was made during the administration of my 
predecessor and was then abandoned, but is now revived. It is not 
pretended that the Confederate Government has a right to tax State 
property, but it is insisted that her property in banks, railroads, and 
other corporations being in the form of stock, she has merged her 
sovereignty, and consequently that she has only the rights of private 
corporations, and is subject to the taxation imposed upon them. This 
distinction is merely technical, and I forbear criticising it as I might. 
The opinion of the attorney-general is strongly against it. As the 
amount involved is large it should receive prompt attention. 

A strong disposition has been evinced from time to time to suppress 
distillation of grain, &c., but unfortunately the distillation of undried 
fruit was not included in the prohibition. The recent crop of apples 
was the most abundant we have had for many years, and would have 
furnished a large amount of healthy succulents and an ample supply 
of vinegar, so essential as an anti-scorbutic for our soldiers. Buta 


frenzy almost seems to have seized upon the people for converting — 


this fine crop into brandy, which in its effects upon our Army is most 
pernicious. I earnestly recommend that the law may be enlarged 
so as to comprehend an inhibition of the distillation of all fruit. 
Difficulties still exist in connection with the State salt-works, and 
the transportation to and from them. It is very much to be regretted 
that this gift of God to man cannot be enjoyed in peace. The States 
of North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee, through their 
agents, complain of their treatment in relation to their trains, and 
believe that they do not obtain that liberal justice which they think 
the comity between the States should give them. This impres- 
sion originates, from what I can learn, in the manner in which trans- 
portation is conducted on the Virginia and Tennessee road, and in 
the belief that the private salt of the State superintendent is trans- 
ported thereon contrary to the spirit of the acts in relation thereto. 
By the law as it now stands it is expressly declared ‘“‘ that whenever 
the superintendent shall become interested, directly or indirectly, in 
the manufacture or sale of salt his office shall be declared vacant.” By 
a contract between the board of supervisors and said superintendent 
they hire from him 121 negro men, at ten bushels of salt each per 
month, and twelve negro women, at five bushels per month, each, 
making an aggregate of nearly 1,300 bushels of salt per month, which 
necessarily must find a market or be useless to the owner. The right 
as well as the policy of such a contract may well be questioned. 
Undoubtedly it nullifies the restriction referred to, and moreover 
inspires an impression on the part of those interested in the produc- 
tion and transportation of salt that it is to the interest of the super- 
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ent to appropriate the transportation to his own private ben- 
and to embarrass its production and transportation on the part — 
f others. However unfounded this suspicion may be—and I have 
eat confidence in the fairness and integrity of Colonel Clarkson— 
~yet the policy of the act prohibiting the superintendent from any 
interest in the sale of salt, so as to protect him from all suspicion, 
ought undoubtedly to be sternly enforced. I respectfully suggest 
that a different mode of compensation than that of salt should be 
adopted. It will not do for Virginia, controlling as she does this 
great necessity of man, to allow such a state of things as may even 
plausibly subject her superintendent to the imputation of using the 
_ great power which must be confided to him for his private ends. It 
} does not look well, after impressing the property of Stuart, Buchanan 
_ & Co., to protect the country against what was thought to be their 
___ extortion, to allow in any degree a similar power to her agent. 
3 I respectfully submit that we, the State of Virginia, ought not to 
_ embarrass in any respect the trains of our sister States strictly 
engaged in the transportation of their own salt, which-we have 
authorized them to make. I cannot doubt that the Virginia and 
Tennessee road, when it is necessary to do so, can easily obtain by 
private arrangement the use of such trains, when not engaged in 
transporting their own salt. Nor can I see the difficulty which seems 
to prevail in getting fuel to the salt-works, or removing the salt when 
- madetherefrom. A single train of cars per day, I am informed, will 
-_-@arry more wood to Saltville than our works will consume, while a 
single train therefrom carrying 3,000 bushels will transport one-third 
more than the whole supply needed by the Confederate Government 
and the State of Virgina. Manifestly something is wrong, and I 
respectfully invite your careful attention to the matter. I think the 
operations at Saltville would be greatly simplified by the State under- 
taking to supply her sister States with salt, deliverable at Saltville, 
they sending by their trains supplies for the use of the works at that 
place. I have no doubt such an arrangement would give satisfaction 
to allconcerned. - | 
I have now, gentlemen of the Assembly, frankly presented to you 
my views upon all measures to which I deem it hecessary to invite 
your attention. I cannot hope that you will concur with me entirely; 
but nomeasure has been suggested which, after careful consideration, 
does not strongly impress meas either necessary to the improvement 
of our condition, or calculated to strengthen our hands in the fearful 
struggle in which we are now engaged. Our national life depends in 
no slight degree upon the separate action of the several States of the - 
Confederacy; and I would not have our beloved State in any of her 
departments to betray a want of the purest and highest heroism in her 
official conduct. Let us, gentlemen, remember, in the eloquent lan- 
guage of our court of appeals, that ‘‘the obligation of the citizen to 
render military service is a paramount social and political duty,” and 
pass all laws which are necessary to give a military organization to 
our whole people. If in any proposed measure we doubt our power 
or its propriety, let us remember that it is a well-established rule of 
construction ‘‘that all grants of privileges and exemptions from gen- 
eral burdens are to be construed liberally in favor of the public, and 
strictly as against the grantee.” 
And now, gentlemen, firmly relying upon a merciful God to crown 
our efforts with a safe deliverance from the perils which threaten our 


Heaven upon your labors, no 
your country’s, your God’s, and truth’s. 
Respectfully, = 


WM. SMITH. 


[Inclosure.] 
AN ACT to provide for a State guard. 


Whereas, the State of Virginia has suffered severely during the 
present war by the hands of our uncivilized foe, in the desolation of 
the homes, the waste, consumption, and robbery of the property of 
many of our people; and whereas, large districts of our territory are 
in the hands of such enemy, while the people thereof, because of such 
barbarian conduct, have been, in many instances, reduced to poverty 
and want, and not unfrequently imprisoned in loathsome dungeons, 
for no other reason than their detestation of the wretched tyranny 
by which they are outraged and oppressed; and whereas, the conduct 
of our foe clearly indicates that he has no expectation of reconstruc-. 
tion nor desire of reunion with us, and looks only to our impoverish- 
ment and subjugation, thus imposing upon us the noble duty of 
organizing our whole strength in aid of our gallant brethren in the — 
field, that by our combined exertions we may establish our liberty 
and independence, or failing in which, may find a patriot’s grave; 
and whereas, the able-bodied men of the State, designated as the 


militia thereof, are now in the service of the Confederacy or subject , 


to her control, while we have a large number of men and lads who 
are able to render most important service in repelling raids, arresting 


deserters, and other military delinquents, relieving posts and assist- 


ing in the defense of cities, towns, &c., are unorganized and subject 
to no military duty whatever: Now, therefore: 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That all white male 
inhabitants of the State, of sixteen years and upward, who are 
not enrolled in the Army of the Confederate States, or who have 
been discharged therefrom, and all refugees and persons sojourning 
within the State, shall be immediately organized by the Governor in 
such manner as to him may seem best. It shall be the duty of the 
several county and corporation courts to convene immediately after 
the passage of this act, and with the aid of the commissioners of the 
revenue, sheriffs, and sergeants, and, by way of assistance to the Gov- 
ernor, cause all the persons before mentioned to be enrolled. And it 
shall be the duty of all persons subject to enrollment to report them- 
selves to said courts without delay, stating their respective ages. 
Any person who may fail or refuse to report himself shall be fined 
by the court not less than $50 nor more than $100, to be levied and 
collected as militia fines. In execution of the duty required of them 
by this act, the courts are empowered to require the attendance of 
their clerks, the sheriffs, sergeants, and commissioners of the revenue 
of their several counties and corporations, whose presence shall be 
entered of record. And should any one of the officials before enu- 
merated fail in their attendance in whole or in part, without good 
and sufficient cause, of which the court shall be the sole and exelu- 
sive judge, such delinquent shall be fined $100, to be collected as the 
other judgments of their courts, and paid into the treasury of the 
State. The enrollment hereby required shall be preserved in the 
clerk’s office, and a copy thereof shall be forwarded to the adjutant- 
general of the State. 


a7 


special character of the service herein provided for leaves 


eft to be provided for, in peculiar cases, by the Governor, by such 
regulations as he may deem expedient. But all professors of religion, 


tanners, blacksmiths, wagon makers, millers, and engineers, mill- 
wrights, operators in wool and cotton factories, paper mills, and all 
teachers of colleges, academies, schools and theological seminaries; 
_ all artisans, mechanics, and employés in the establishments of such 
_ persons as may be engaged under contracts with the State or Confed- 
erate Government; all managers, mechanics, and miners employed in 
the manufacture of salt, of lead, and iron; those engaged in burn- 
ing coke, miners in coal mines, and all those engaged in attending 
upon cattle, mules, horses, and sheep; all who may be engaged for 
_ police purposes, and such as have been or may be exempted by the 
President on the ground of justice, equity, or necessity, and exempted 


1862; all men detailed for special duty by order of the Secretary of 
War, his assent thereto being first had and obtained, and all who 
shall have furnished substitutes in the State or Confederate service, 
refugees and persons sojourning within the State, shall be embraced 
in the enrollment directed by this act. 

3. The Governor is authorized and required to organize the force 
provided by this act in all respects as to him may seem best. As soon 
as he shall complete the organization herein directed he shall report 
the same to the General Assembly for their information, and for such 
action, if any, as to them may seem fit. This force shall be denomi- 
nated the ‘‘State Guard,” and may be called out by the Governor, in 
part or in whole, whenever in his judgment it is necessary in defense 
of the State; in resisting raids and sudden invasion; in preserving 
order and domestic tranquillity; in relieving the Confederate Govern- 
ment from the necessity of providing guards for the protection and 
security of prisoners; for the various posts and other necessary organi- 
zations; to arrest deserters, absentees, and other military delinquents. 

- Such portions of the State Guard as may be raised in their respective 
counties, cities, and towns shall be assigned to duty therein, if not 
inconsistent with the public interests, when necessary. No portion 
of such guard shall, under any circumstances, or at any time, be 
required to go beyond the limits of the State; nor shall such guard 
or any portion thereof be called into service for a longer period at 
any one time than thirty days. 

4. Such enrolled men as possess private arms may be required to 
use them in the public service, and shall be compensated for any loss 
or damage they may sustain by so doing. The remainder shall be 
armed by the State, and all shall be furnished with the requisite 
ammunition.’ It shall be the duty of the Governor to see that the 
arms and other public property which may be issued from time to time 
to the State Guard, shall be promptly accounted for and delivered up, 
when thereto required, under such rules and regulations as he may 
prescribe. 

5. The Governor may establish such rules and regulations for the 
promotion of discipline and efficiency in this organization as he may 
deem necessary. And if any person who is held to service under this 
act shall fail or refuse to perform any of the military duties required 
by its provisions, he shall be imprisoned in the jail of the county or 
corporation not less than ten nor more than thirty days, at his own 
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little room for exemptions or substitutes, and therefore they are — 


of whatever denomination or creed; all physicians, all shoemakers, — 


ra 


under and by virtue of the act of Congress passed 11th of October, . 
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proper costs and charges, and shall be fined not less than $10 nor 
more than $100; and if he be not a native of any of the Confederate — 
States, shall be required to leave the State of Virginia forthwith. The 
commandant of each regiment shall detail a board, consisting of one © 
field officer and two commandants of companies, and the comman- — 
dant of the battalion, where there is no regiment, shall detail a board, 
consisting of three commandants of companies, who shall take cogni- 
zance of and decide upon all such cases. All fines imposed by these 
boards shall be promptly collected by the sheriff or sergeant as militia 
fines, upon certificate of the presiding officer. : 

6. This act being a war measure, will cease and be of no effect — 
from and after the proclamation of peace. So much of the act passed 
March 7, 1862, entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the Governor to organize 
and eall out certain military forces for the defense of the State,” as 
provides for the organization of a second-class- militia, and the act 
passed May 14, 1862, entitled ‘“‘An act to organize a home guard,” be 
and are hereby, absorbed in the organization authorized by this act; 
and all other acts and parts of acts in conflict therewith shall be and 
are hereby suspended. All commissions under the acts above speci- 
fied shall be and are null and void. 

7. This act shall be in force from and after its passage. > 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 10, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


I have the honor to submit my answer to the inclosed resolutions of. 
the Senate, transmitted by you to me. (Resolutions adopted on 5th 
instant, in relation to act of 6th of February, 1864.*) 

First. The tenth clause of the regulations established under the act 
of February 6, 1864, is as follows: 

Nothing in these regulations shall be so construed as to conflict with the pro- 
viso of the law which declares ‘‘ that nothing in this act shall be construed to pro- 
hibit the Confederate States, or any of them, from exporting any-of the articles 
herein enumerated on their own account, nor shall a bond be required of a State 
in any case.” , : 

In executing this clause no restriction has been imposed upon any 
State, and no State has been asked to give a bond, as required of all. 
private owners. All vessels except those owned exclusively by States 
are subject to the regulations and compelled to carry out cotton and 
bring a supply for the Confederate States Government. If a State 
should be a subscriber to one of the joint stock companies for running 
the blockade or in partnership with private individuals in a vessel, such 
vessel would be held as subject to the regulations, but all vessels and 
cargoes belonging to States are held to be entirely exempt, and no 
restriction attaches to them. 

Second. The number of vessels engaged in running the blockade 
has steadily increased since the establishment of the regulations and 
is now larger than at any time before. Many new steamers are under- 
stood to be on the way to engage in the business. This, too, though 
the stringency of the blockade is supposed to be constantly augmenting. 

Third. The regulations have been beneficial to the ©onfederate 
States Government in furnishing the means abroad to purchase sup- 
plies and munitions of war and the tonnage required to transport 
them to our ports. Prior to the passage of the act owners of steamers, 


* See p. 897. 
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‘showi 
Government and its estimated value, and (2) the leading articles 
imported, exhibits some of the substantial advantages that have 
accrued to the Confederate States Government. - [The report of Lieut. 
_ Col. T. L. Bayne (the officer specially assigned to so much of the duty 
as devolves upon the’ War Department under the act and regula- 
tions), hereto attached, will present the subject more in detail.a] 
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ard cargoes, but the act of Congress and the regulations under it 
e necessary to secure uniformity and to compel such persons as 
e reluctant to make the concession. The annexed statement, 
ng (1) quantity of cotton exported for the Confederate States 


Our agents abroad represent that the act and regulations have been 
in the highest degree beneficial in appreciating the public credit and 


enabling them to procure additional supplies at reduced rates. 


Fourth. It would be exceedingly inexpedient to repeal the act, and 


experience has not suggested to me any modification or amendment as 


necessary. On the contrary, the act and regulations are just becom- 


_ ing well understood, and the Confederate States Government is appre- 


ciating more and more the benefits resulting from them. 
The duty attaches peculiarly to the Confederate States Government 


_ to provide supplies and munitions of war for the public defense, and 


~~ ee ee 


it is better in every respect that the duty should be wholly performed 
by the Confederate States Government, especially when in devolving 
any portion of it upon the States the means to that extent are with- 
drawn from the Confederate States Government. If a concession is 
made to the States to charter vessels, and if such vessels be exempted 
from the operation of the regulations, each State becomes a competi- 
tor with every other State and the Confederate States Government. 


~The uniformity contemplated by the act of Congress will be destroyed. 


Competitive charters will be made, not only to secure ships, but to 
secure the entry to particular ports. If one State undertakes to sup- 
ply its troops, every other State will be compelled to undertake the 
same duty. Unequal provision for the soldiers of different States will 
create jealousy and dissatisfaction among them, and ultimately the 
Confederate States Government will have to reimburse the States. 
The competition of the States with each other and with the Confeder- 
ate States would, I fear, extend to transportation over the railroads 
when it was inadequate to the delivery at the sea-ports of cargoes for 
all vessels partially owned or chartered by them. Agencies at home 
and abroad would be largely multiplied, which would aggravate the 
competition in every form. It may be safely assumed that all vessels 
will run under the regulations, carrying cotton and bringing in sup- 
plies for the Confederate States Government, unless they can make 
more advantageous arrangements with particular States. Whatever, 
therefore, is gained by such arrangements will accrue to individuals 
and will be so much subtracted from the Confederate States Govern- 
ment. 
The resolutions are general in their character and seem to justify— . 
indeed, to call for—the expression of these views. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


aThe sentence in brackets stricken out, before transmitted to the President, 
by direction of the Secretary of War. — 
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BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 

Richmond, December 12, 1864. ; 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, . 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: In response to the inquiry contained in the Senate resolution 
of December 5, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire 
whether the daily ration issued to the men of the Army is sufficient, and if not, 
whether any legislation is necessary in regard thereto, 

I have to reply— 

First. There has been no serious complaint or suffering from defect 
of subsistence in any armies outside of Virginia, the territories from 
which they draw being comparatively undesolated by the enemy. 

Second. As to the armies in Virginia, the ration for 100 men is as 
follows: 100 pounds flour or meal per day; 100 pounds fresh beef or 
33% pounds bacon per day; 10 pounds rice; 2 pounds soap; 1 gallon 
vinegar; 2 quarts salt. 

The troops in the trenches are furnished with the same ration as 
other troops of the Army, with the addition of six pounds sugar and 
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thr pounds coffee to the hundred men. This is the best tha 


ons is most liberal and the ration table is superabundant, but for 
ver two years it has been impossible to meet their requirements and 
_ the ration has been gradually declining. As time advances the funds 
for procuring subsistence become less and less devisable and avail- 
_ able, and the obstacles to collecting what is in the country increase in 

like ratio. 

In addition to the depreciation in the currency, a further and very 
great difficulty has been experienced in obtaining money. The Treas- 
ury has generally failed, and particularly since April 1 ultimo, to 
respond with promptness to requisitions, until now it owes this depart- 
ment $35,500,000, and though this Bureau has paid out more bonds 
and certificates of indebtedness than all other bureaus of the War 
_ Department put together, it has yet been unable, owing to the above- 

stated deficiency in funds, either to make sufficient purchases or 
enforce impressments when they have been resisted. The cure or 
mitigation of these evils is matter of legislation in finance, taxation, 
andimpressment. My policy, as exhibited in my letter to Major Moses 
and the accompanying circular, herewith inclosed,* is what I would 


recommend for impressments. Still another difficulty arises from the 
actual searcity of supplies. There is not enough meat for a full sup- 
ply for all, and this excites the fears and avidity of all, individually 
and collectively, to change their depreciating currency into substantial 
commodities, and while all others crave and are generally allowed a 
full supply the commissariat must do its best in gleaning industriously. 
- But this deficiency of meat is not the most formidable feature. Bread 
threatens to be deficient at an early day, as has been often reported 
to you, and had the ration not been kept to one pound for the last five 
; months there would not now be one pound on hand. At present there 
is not here or en route over twenty-five days’ rations for 100,000 men, 
- whilst the area for subsistence is being steadily desolated by the 
‘ enemy. ‘These deliberate attempts to destroy the fruits of the earth, 
begun cautiously and, as it were, experimentally at first, have now 
become the system; this renders us more than ever dependent on 
transportation which has been steadily failing. 

Our connection with Southwest Georgia and Alabama has not been 
adequate to collect supplies of corn here, and these resources are now 
cut off, and the Danville and Greensborough railroads are our only 
connection with the two Carolinas. All inland contracts or attempts 
at contracts for supplies of meat from the enemy’s country have 
proved abortive; in two instances by the interference of our generals, 
and in others by changes of circumstances and by views of general 
policy. It appears now that our generals are authorized to regulate 
the trade. Foreign importations ought to be pressed. These have 
been resorted to as far as funds could be procured or contracts made. 
But the Treasury has refused to furnish cotton and has been unable 
to furnish cash except in very limited quantities, and its policy to 
import under the regulations has failed to get meat. Blockaders seek 
freight of great condensed value and little specific gravity; therefore 
meat is not brought in when it can be avoided, and the regulations, 
whether appropriate or not for other departments, have not suc* 
ceeded in bringing meat from abroad, either as original purchases or 
as freight. In fact, what has been accumulated at the islands has not 
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one under the existing state of things. The law regulating the a 
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been brought in fast enough to keep it from spoiling, The conelu- — 
sion that the same regulations which may be suitable for the stores of — 


other departments will not suffice for the introduction of subsistence 
is set forth in a report made by Lieutenant-Colonel Ruffin on this sub- 
ject and in an indorsement by me thereon, which is herewith referred 
to you. Legislation is also required in respect to those agriculturists 
who are exempt by law, but who evade their obligations to devote 
their time, capital, and labor to raising supplies for the Government. 


I called attention to this point some time ago, and now urge that 


exemptions be revoked or placed under the control of the War 
Department, with power to revoke them when the partiesdo not zeal- 
ously devote themselves to advancing the ends of the Government 
rather than their own. These parties now assert their independence 
of the War Department, and claim that their exemption is by act of 
Congress, and that the remedy against them for failure to comply 
with their obligations is by suit on their bond. But few of them in 
Virginia, at least, have any marketable surplus, and many are devot- 
ing their time, skill, capital, &c., to speculation or to supplies not 
embraced in the law. The organization of the bureau for collecting 
and distributing supplies is as near perfection as is possible under the 
general plan that has been adopted for all purchases. Its working 
has been constantly crippled by the abstraction of trained men and 
assigning them as privates in the field, under the idea that anybody 
can do anything, and that any system: can be worked well, though 
harassed by constant changes of its laborers. If the Army is not as 
well fed as the condition of the country will allow, or if at any time it 
should be without food, it will be the result of these influences in 


overruling an efficient and comprehensive system which has proved ~ 


and maintained itself against constant and potent opposition. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


P. $8.—The officer who has been for some time in North Carolina 
with the object of determining more definitely the prospect of affairs 
there has returned. He was expected on Saturday night, and arrived 
after signing this paper to-night. He reports that the State of North 
Carolina has been purchasing largely of corn and wheat at 100 per 
cent. over schedule rates, and our officers have been unable to get any- 
thing; that impressments are impracticable; that the people will not 
supply grain under notices of impressment which cannot be enforced, 
and will not prepare their crops for sale unless market prices are 
given. Governor Vance was asked by one of the district commissa- 
ries who waited on him to cease buying at the rates being paid, which 
he declined unless the commissariat should supply from that district 
20,000 bushels. The officer could not make such engagement, and 
nothing seems left us but to yield to the demand and appeal to the 
people to supply the Army on the terms they exact. The effort to 
sustain the Treasury and the policy of Government in the establish- 
ment of the commissioners of appraisement has reached its limit. 

The people in both Carolinas and Georgia have vehemently opposed 

“impressment. I see nothing but to admit the force of present neces- 
sity and strain every nerve to get in the grain or await the calamities 
consequent on a deficiency of bread. 


x. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, * 
t WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
J 70. _ Richmond, Va., December 12, 1864. 
_ I. Paragraphs I and II, of General Orders, No. 86, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, current series, herein recited, are made 
irts of this cireular.* 
_ Il. Generals of reserves in the respective States are required to pro- 
ceed forthwith to execute the above orders, employing therefor all 
enrolling officers and all other officers under their command not actu-— 
ally on service inconsistent with this duty. It is supposed that the ’ 
Congressional district inspecting officers and those provided under 
oe No. 35, of this Bureau, current series, may be made avail- 
able. 
Il. The number of slaves to be obtained in each State is as follows: 
Virginia, 2,250; North Carolina, 2,250; South Carolina, 2,500; Georgia, 
2,500; Alabama, 2,500; Florida, 500; Tennessee, 500; Mississippi and 
East Louisiana, 1,500. Total, 14,500. - 
Forms of returns accompany this circular, which can be printed 
and furnished to the proper officers. Each return must be in tripli- 
cate. 
IV. When fifty negroes are collected in any locality, either by one 
or more officers having contiguous districts, they will be forwarded 
to the nearest camp of instruction in the State, where a complete ree- 
ord will be made, and they will thence be forwarded to points herein- 
after stated. In no case will the gangs of slaves be kept over 
forty-eight hours at a camp of instruction. Generals of reserves are 
authorized to send a proper officer to such localities from which it 
may be more convenient to send the slaves direct to the Army, who 
shall make the record and forward the slaves without passing them 
‘through the camp. The impressing officer is authorized to make 
requisition on the most convenient ayrent of the Commissary Depart- 
ment for the subsistence of the slaves while under his charge, at-the 
rate of one ration per diem of meat and flour, or meal, and also on the 
proper quartermaster for transportation, without reference to this 
Bureau. : 
V. Impressing officers will require the owner or hirer of the slave to 
furnish to each slave one good suit of clothes before he is received, the 
value of which will be estimated in the appraisement. Congressional 
district examining boards may depute single members of the boards 
to make examinations in presence of the owner and hirer and the 
impressing officer under regulations to be prescribed by the Surgeon- 
General. : 
VI. Slaves will be appraised by the impressing officer, together with 
the advisory boards of the county. In localities where there are no 
such boards the appraisement may be made by persons selected for 
the purpose, on agreement between the impressing officer and the 
owner.. The hire of slaves is fixed by the Secretary of War not to 
exceed $25 per month. 
VII. In distributing the impressment in the various localities regard 
will be had to the wants, the condition, and the position of the local- 
ities. Credit must be given, of course, for all slaves procured under 
the instructions of the Secretary of War, dated the 23d of September 
ultimo, but not for any other existing impressment. This levy is 
provided for by special act, and its operation is not to be referred to 
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any other proceeding. Negroes of refugees may be credited to the 
county in which they are found, or to the county from which they 
have been removed, after investigation of circumstances, at the dis- 
cretion of the generals of reserves. 

VIII. Generals of reserves will see that their impressing officers 
exercise an intelligent and thoroughly informed discretion in selecting 
for impressment negroes who may be most conveniently spared with 
least prejudice to productive and mechanical industry, and that 
they conduct this service in the most conciliatory mode consistent 
with a prompt and firm performance of their duties, receiving the 
slaves proffered by the owners, if physically competent. 

The impressment should be made in all cases according to the rules 
and regulations provided for the impressment of slaves in the States; 
and also in all eases an effort should first be made to procure the 
slaves to be hired by the consent of the owner. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

Cc. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[DECEMBER 12, 1864.—For Taylor to Watts, urging the necessity 
of action by the Legislature of Alabama to strengthen the military 
authorities, see Series I, Vol. XLV, Part II, p. 683. | 


RICHMOND, VA., December 13, 1864. 
His Excellency President JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


Your letter of the 21st ultimo, addressed to me at. Crawfordville, 
Ga., did not reach me before I left there for this place. It has been 
forwarded here and was received by me only a few days ago. This 
will explain the delay of my answer. I now avail myself of the earli- 
est opportunity under the press of other duties toreply to your inquiry. 
In doing this you will of course not expect me to go into a general 
review and minute specification of everything on your part, including 
what has not been done as well as what has been done by you in con- 
nection with the subject that contributed in bringing my mind to the 
belief and conclusion referred to. This would be as difficult and 
tedious as useless. I shall therefore confine myself to two points 
only. 

The first of these was your action in regard to the case of David F. 
Cable. That you may the better understand what I say on this point, 
I refer you to our correspondence on the subject. And that you may 
be the better enabled to appreciate the nature of the impression pro- 
duced on my mind in the matter, an abstract of the prominent facts 
in that correspondence by way of recital may very properly be here 
presented. z, 

You will then recollect that on the 9th day of April, of this year, I 
called your attention to a communication I had received from this 
man. He had written to me on the 20th of March, 1864, stating that 
he was then a prisoner at Andersonville, Ga.; that he was from the 
State of Ohio, and had accompanied the forces of the enemy that 
invaded Florida as a non-combatant; that his object, amongst other 
things, was to cross our lines and to have a conference with promi- 
nent men on our side by which concert of action could be procured 
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our authorities and the peace men at the North, in the tl 
ching Presidential election, so as to secure, if possible, the 
of the Abolition Administration at Washington. Such concert — 
thought might insure the success of a peace party in that election and 
ntually lead to an honorable peace. He stated that he was taken 
as a prisoner at Ocean Pond, in Florida, and was then held as a pris- 
oner of war. He wished a parole and a conference with me and others | 
on our side upon what he styled his mission. For he stated that he 

_ had come on this mission after advisement and consultation with the 

leading peace men in the Northwest, New York, and the Federal 

Capital. He gave a sketch of the terms on which such concert of 

action should be based in the opinion of the leading peace men at the 

~ North, whom he represented, and sought the interview and conference 
to see if any concert of action as was desired could be effected, &e. 

_ This letter, the substance of which I recall to your mind, I inclosed 
to you, accompanied by one from myself to you on the 9th of April. 
In my letter I urged upon you the importance, in my opinion, of grant- 
ing to Mr. Cable the parole and conference he asked. Upon the main 

points in his letter I gave itto you as my judgment that he should be 
paroled and assured by the highest authority in our Government,even + 
that which alone could initiate peace, &c., that it was the earnest wish 

_and desire of our Government to end the war, which was not of our 

_ seeking from the beginning, and to adjust all matters of difference 
between us and the Government at Washington upon the principles 
of State sovereignty and the legitimate results of those principles, 
That the ablest champions of peace at the North were then standing 
on the principles of the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798 
and 1799, denying the power of the Federal Government rightfully to 
coerce a State. : 

I gave it to you as my opinion that it was of very great importance 

to us to defeat the Abolition party at the North if possible. My view 
was that the peace men at the North should have every assurance and 
every aid that it was in our power to give them, by which, if possible, 
a States’ rights organization might be brought into power there, on 
the defeat of the consolidationists whose present hobby is abolition, 
In my letter I stated to you that I knewsome of our people—and some 
of those opinions were entitled to consideration—took a different view 
of the subject. They thought quite as much danger, if not more, was 
to be apprehended from the election of a so-called conservative North- 
ern President than from one of the dominant party; that the policy 
of sueh a man would be not to abandon the war, but to obtain peace 
through a restoration of the Union by offering terms that would be 
acceptable to our people. In these views I stated I did not concur; 
that I apprehended no danger from that quarter. Should the peace 
party there once get into power a suspension of arms would immedi- 
ately ensue. Negotiations in some way would commence and the war 
would certainly after a while end upon the principle of a full, perfect, 
and final separation of the States. Reunion or reconstruction would 
be found to be out of the question and would ultimately be abandoned 
by the most ardent advocates of it on that side of the line. This is 
the purport of my letter, as you will doubtless recollect. 

In conclusion I solicited your views upon the subject, and stated 
if it met with your approval, and Cable should be paroled, I would 
hold the conference with him and report to you. 

My opinion then was and now is that if hostilities were once sus- 
pended and negotiations of almost any sort looking to peace should 
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be inaugurated, that both sides would ultimately and without more | 
fighting come to the same conclusion that the British authorities and — 
our common ancestors came to after the protracted: struggle of the 
Revolution, to wit: ‘‘That reciprocal advantage and mutual conven- 
ience are to be found by experience to be the only permanent founda- 
tion of peace and friendship between states.” : ; 

This great truth, found by them after the most painful analysis of 
years in the crucible of blood, was set forth in the preamble of the 
provisional treaty of peace at the end of the first war for the principles 
of self-government on this continent. This truth for the statesman 
at all times, in my estimation, is far more useful than-was ever the 
fancied philosopher’s stone for the alchemist. I did not and do not 
doubt if reason and passion should once be permitted to have its full 
and legitimate sway on both sides that this same great political and 
moral truth would be again affirmed and established as the basis of 
permanent peace between the several sovereign States now at war with 
each other. 

But to proceed with the recital: 

On the 19th of April you replied to my letter of the 9th, saying that 
Mr. Cable’s statement of his case would indicate the propriety of my 
recommendation in relation to his release; but it so far happened that 
persons made representations which did not accord with the facts 
that it seemed to you proper to make an inquiry into the case before 
action upon it; that orders had been given to a staff officer to inves- 
tigate the matter, and if it should be found as stated, to put the pris- 
oner on parole, giving him permission to visit me, and then requiring 
him to go to Savannah and report to the commanding officer at that 
place to be sent home on parole for exchange, &e. 

Two things in this letter, you will allow me to say, struck me as 
strange. The first was that you confined your approval of my recom- 
mendation or views to the point only of his parole or release, and said 
not one word either approving or disapproving on the subject of the 
propriety or policy of having the conference he sought or the nature 
or character of the assurances that should be given him on his being 
permitted to visit me. Nota word was said on the policy indicated 
in my letter of our aiding and encouraging as far as possible in bring- 
ing into power at the North a party upon the principle stated in my 
letter. Your views upon this subject I had requested in view of the 
probable conference. 

The other thing in the letter that struck me as strange was that 
you should have thought that any staff officer was more suitable or 
competent to make an investigation into the truth of the prisoner’s 
statements than the second officer in the Government. Still I thought 
both these matters might have escaped your consideration, and I held 
myself in readiness to confer with him when he should be sent: to me 
after the investigation. I had very little doubt from the internal 
evidence of his communication that his statements as to his character 
and objects would upon proper investigation be found to be true. I 
accordingly wrote to you, immediately after the receipt of your letter, 
that I should wait at home to have the conference, which would prob- 
ably prevent my being in Richmond on the opening of the session of 
Congress In May. Some days passing, and hearing nothing from 
Cable or the officers at Andersonville in regard to him, I addressed a 
letter to the commandant at the post there, informing him that I was 
waiting at home to see Mr. Cable, and asking him to send him on as 
soon as possible after the investigation should be made. To this 
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mmandant of the post at Andersonville replied on 
ril, informing me that on the same day that he had received — 
he had also received a communication on the same question =~ 
| Richmond; and that he was enabled to inform me officially that 
Mr. Cable would not be ablé to visit me soon, and that I need not 
_ wait any longer, taking it for granted that the preliminary investiga- 
_ tion ordered had not proven satisfactory. I also wrote you immedi- 
_ ately on the receipt of this letter and informed you that I should wait 
no longer. I heard nothing more of this case until the latter part of 
June. I then received another letter from Mr. Cable, dated the 21st 
of that month. In it he stated that he was still in prison at Ander- _ 
sonville. He complained of having heard nothing of his other com- 
munication. He said he had come to the South as a champion of — 
peace; that he came here in a representative capacity to subserve the 
_ interests of the peace party; that he had suffered in position and 
_ property by his active exertions in maintaining the great principles 
upon which the Government was founded, and when he turned his 
eourse South he had no doubt that he should find open-hearted 
friends and all due encouragement; but on the contrary he had been 
rigidly treated as a prisoner of war and subjected to all the hardships 
and indignities which unavoidably attach to such a position, and that 
he had become from these causes and attendant mental anxiety so 
much reduced that he had no hope for surviving in his then position 
very long. Heasked that relief to which in all justice and equityhe ~~ 
thought he was entitled. If his mission here should fail, there was 
much important work for him to do in the North during the then 
pending Presidential campaign. At all events, he implored that he 
should not be permitted to perish in that place for his family’s sake. 

This is the substance of his letter. On. its receipt I immediately 
wrote to the commandant of the post to know the result of the inves- 
tigation which you had informed me had been ordered in his case. I 
wished to know if anything had been disclosed in it which rendered 
him unworthy of further efforts on my part in his behalf so far as a 
release was concerned; if not, I intended, for the sake of humanity 
at least, to call your attention again to his case. The commandant 
at the post promptly answered my letter, informing me that no inves- 
tigation had ever been made in his case. 

I need not say to you in this recital how much surprised and 
astonished I was on receiving this information, for I immediately 
addressed you upon the subject, inclosing a copy of Cable’s letter of 
the 21st of June, and stated to you my surprise that no such investi- 
gation had been made in this case as you had informed me on the 
19th of April had been ordered, and which, as I had written to you, I 
had taken for granted had been made and had proven unsatisfactory, 
from the letter of the commandant at the post that he had heard from 
Richmond upon the subject, and that I need wait at home for Cable 
no longer. 

Tagain urged the case upon your consideration as one deserving* 
prompt attention. To this communication, sent on the 5th of July, 
you made no reply. Matters so remained until I got a letter from the 
commandant of the post, dated the 23d of July, informing me that 
Cable was dead. ; 

Now, sir, I assure you that all the facts of this case taken together, 
of which I have recited only a brief statement (but with the whole in 
detail you must be familiar), made the very decided impression on my 
mind that you did not fayor the proposed conference with Mr. Cable, 
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though he averred that he came o cia’ sion as the ese. 
ative of the leading peace men atthe North; that you did not pprov 
of having him receive the assurance which Jt thought it best he shoul 4 
receive, even from yourself, and that you did not consider it to be = 
consistent with our best interests to foster, encourage, and to aid in 
bringing into power'a peace party at the North, on the principles stated 7 
in my first letter to you—which party was then struggling into exist= 
ence and which, after all its embarrassments and discouragements in 
its organization under the denunciatory epithets of “traitors” at the 
North, and the ridicule and reproach of ‘‘copperheads ” by many at 
the South, as well as North, finally presented the name of McClellan 
as its candidate. a 

The fact that you had not said anything in approval of my views 
on the subject when requested, and when it was important that I 
should know them, in case the proposed conference should take place, 
tended to produce that impression; and then the fact that no investi- 
gation, such as you wrote me on the 19th of April had ,been ordered, | 
had taken place up to the 21st of June; and after my sending to you ~ 
Cable’s second letter of that date, the fact that he was still kept in 
prison and permitted to die there without any conference, any em 
or any investigation, increased that impression almost, if not quite, to 
a conviction. 

But if I had been in doubt on this subject and your preference as 
between Lincoln and McClellan, it seemed to me that your speech 
at Columbia, 8. C., as reported in the papers, could not have left me 
in that condition long. 

This brings me to the second of the points I said in the outset I 
should confine myseif in answering your inquiry. 

The peace party at the North had planted themselves at Chicago, — 
virtually, upon a States’ rights platform. In their resolutions they 
opposed the policy of continuing the effort to restore the Union by 
force. McClellan was their candidate. Whatever may have been his 
individual opinions, his success would have been a triumph of their 
principles. They announeed in effect as their purpose as an initiation 
of negotiations for peace a general convention of all the States. It was 
on this line of policy they evidently intended to rally and unite, if 
possible, all the conservative elements at the North. This proposi- 
tion you in your Columbia speech publically, decidedly, and unquali- 
fiedly opposed. 

The question now before us is not the constitutionality, expediency, 
or policy of such a mode of inaugurating negotiations of peace. It is 
simply the object you might be presumed. to have had in view in 
speaking of it as you did on that occasion. Looking at it in this 
light, what you said there on this subject to me seems to admit of but 
one construction, that was that you felt impelled from a sense of 
duty not only to withhold that encouragement and aid which a favor- 
able response to this proposition from you would give its friends, but 
not even to withhold that silence on your part which might not have 
done them any positive damage. Such a declaration from you could 
have no effect at the North but to weaken and cripple the peace 
party. How could their leading men urge the people to rally upon 
their proposed policy with any hopeful prospect of success in Oopposi- 
tion to the potent argument of their adversaries that it would be utterly 
useless because the President of the Confederate States had declared 
in advance that he would not entertain such a proposition as they 
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osed to offer? Had you desired or preferred the election of 

lan would it not have been the clear and plain dictate of rea 
t to have said anything upon the subject even if you entertained 
sentiments which you expressed? Would it not have been time 
ough to speak when the offer was made? It so seems to me. Had 

he been elected and the proposition made the control of the question 
- would have then been in your hands. You could then have alluded 
to it'or rejected it as you thought proper. The only rational conelu- 
sion I could draw from this rejection of the proposition in advance 
was that you really intended and desired to accomplish by it what 
seemed to be its natural and legitimate results. But this was not all. 
Not only was the proposition, on which the peace and States’ rights 
party at the North had planted themselves, thus rejected by you in 
advance, but the rejection, you will allow me most respectfully to 
_ Say, Was accompanied by words that must, to say the least of them, 
have grated very harshly on the feelings of all those who advocated 
it and favored it as a means of terminating the war. The tone and 
substance of your speech then upon the subject of peace were, in 
short, that there was no prospect of peace but by the sword; that a 
peace party at the North could only be made by a success of our arms 
over theirs; ‘‘that the only way to make spaniels civil was to whip 
them.” The natural and legitimate tendency of such language, it 
seemed to me, was not only to dampen the ardor of the peace men 
¢ there, but even to excite and arouse in them bitterness of feelings 
against us and our cause. Who would be willing in his advocacy [of] 
é 
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peace upon the principles announced at Chicago to submit himself to 
the taunts of the war champions that he had been whipped into his 
conciliatory mood, and in the estimation of our Chief Magistrate he 
was then no better than a spaniel, and a whipped spaniel at that, it 
being, as I consider it, the natural tendency of your language on this 
| subject to strengthen the opponents of peace instead of its friends 
- there. I could form no other conclusion but that it was intended to 
produce that-effect. I could not suppose that such words on such an 
oceasion escaped you unintentionally or unwittingly. 

Taking, therefore, all these things into consideration—your whole 
course in the case of Cable and this speech at Columbia—you have 
some of the’ reasons springing from some of your acts that induced 
me to ‘‘think” that you did belong to that class among us who, for 
the reasons stated in my letter to Senator Semmes, preferred Lincoln’s 
election to MecClellan’s. I could say a great deal more, but it is 
unnecessary. 

What I have said has been most frankly said, though most pain- 
fully said. For I assure you that the conviction on my mind that 
you did not favor the policy of encouraging and bringing into power 
at the North, if possible, a party on the States? rights and States’ 
sovereignty line has caused me deep regret-and pain. The belief that 
you, like many others alluded to, did prefer Lincoln’s election to that 
of McClellan, caused me like regret and pain. If this opinion on my 
part is not correct as to yourself, I deeply regret it, not only on my 
own and your account personally, in view of a proper sense of justice 
to both, but much more from the firm belief that a like opinion and 
conviction, North and South, has done great injury to what I deem 
the best interests of our country. 2 — 

I cannot think, however, that the publication of my opinion as to 
your preference between the Northern candidates will add anything 


to, or modify in the least, the impress! 
at the North to whom you alluded, w 
ing of your Columbia speech itself. as oan 
The publication of the-letter in which this conclusion of m x 
was expressed was a source of regret to me. I felt constrained to . 
publish it, though not written or intended at all for the public, in| 
vindication of myself. I was subjected to so many erroneous criti- 
cisms as well as unjust attacks as to my motives and object in my — 
difference from you on the subject of a convention of the States and 
our true line of policy in regard to it, that I felt it to be a duty no 
less to myself than to the public that the reasons for the-views enter- 
tained by me should be made known. This was my sole object. I _ 
had not. the slightest intention to attribute to you any sentiment in 
the matter reviewed, which from the facts stated, to say nothing of _ 
others, I did not feel fully authorized and even forced, though relue- 
tantly, to believe that you entertained. 
Very respectfully, 
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS. 


t 


CIRCULAR CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
No. 37. Richmond, Va., December 14, 1864. 


I. The attention of commandants of conseripts is called to the cir- 
cular letter to them of the 5th of September ultimo requiring monthly 
returns of the enrolling department to be forwarded to the Bureau of - 
Conscription by the 15th of the following month. To facilitate the 
prompt rendition of these returns the commandant of conscripts will 
at once adopt and furnish the enrolling officers under him witha 
simple form of report from which the regular monthly return can be 
conveniently consolidated, and he will certify on each return that he 
bas carefully examined and compared it with the enrolling officers’ 
reports. The enrolling officers must be required to furnish their 
reports to the commandant in time to enable him to comply with the 
requirements of said circular letter. When from interruptions of the 
mails or other unavoidable cause some of the subordinate reports 
may be delayed beyond the required time the commandant will 
nevertheless forward his return accompanied by a letter of explana- 
tion. The subordinate reports not included in this return will be 
accounted for in the column of total outstanding, &c., for the following 
month, which return will be accompanied by an abstract of the oper- 
ations not embraced in the previous report. In the letter aeeompany- 
ing the monthly returns the commandant will state whether or not the 
exemption of State officers has been granted agreeably to paragraph 
XI, of General Orders, No. 26, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, — 
current series, and whether certificates have been in all eases received 
from the Governor and filed in his office. 

Il. Where railroads have their termini in different States the com- 
mandants in those States should compare their list of exemptions at 
least once in each month to guard against abuses of the law. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

C. B. DUFFIELD, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BUREAU OF § 
Richmond, Daan 


{ ons, it sue to say that on athe 5th of this month T sen aa 
of that date statement of rations on hand as follows: 
Pounds. | 


Ip ee secre, 100; 000 

ee eee Ie el 200, 000 

eee ee ee ee 2, 500, 000 
pes a 300,000 - 


3, 100, 000 


1, 000, 000 
2, 100, 000 
ce at three rations to a pound, ‘will be 6,300,000 rations, and of 
ef, one pound to ration, 1,000,000 rations; total, 7, 300,000 rations, or 
_ seventy-three days’ rations for 100,000 men, without estimating for 
i — losses i in introducing same by blockade. These supplies to be devoted 
to subsistence of troops stationed in North Carolina and Virginia. 

a You will observe that the amount stated as at Richmond [and] en 
route is 300,000 pounds, or nine days’ rations for 100,000 men, : 
which number we are feeding. — 

From the dth to the 14th of December is nine days, and our caleu- 
lations have proved, unfortunately, too accurate. 
Very eee, your obedient servant, 
FRANK G. RUFFIN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commissary of Subsistence. 


the 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, TREASURY DEPT., 
Richmond, Vi a., December 15, 1864. 
. Hon. F. S. Lyon, 
g Chairman Committee on Ways and Means: 
Sir: The near approach of the end of the quarter admonishes me 
strongly of the condition to which the Treasury will then be reduced. 
: By reference to page 6 of the report I had the honor of submitting to 
Congress, it will be seen that the expenditures of the current quarter 
will ‘absorb all that remains of the resources in ready money. Noth- 
ing wiil remain at the end of the year but the certificates of indebt- 
edness and the non-taxable bonds. For the first, the demand is 
extremely limited, and the amount to be realized from this source 
need hardly be taken into account. For the bonds, the demand is by 
no means equal to the sum allowed in my estimate of resources of the 
year. I beg to refer you to page 11 of the report, by which it will be 
seen that I ‘rely upon the sale of bonds for $409,000, 000. 
From the Ist of January, 1865, to the 30th of June, the demands 
upon the Treasury, upon the most moderate estimate, will be as fol- 


lows, viz: 

Ampear onde bbiom- sete tes fo seer ee es eee es + $114, 000, 000 
Redemption of notes as proposed (one-half) _.--.-..._.------------- 30, 000, 000 
ependipir es, six SONthS sa - 2a te eee -- = ----~--- 300, 000, 000 


in ue ~ 444,000, 000 


. +a 24 
I beg the committee to take notice that on the Ist day of Janua 
the Treasury will be entirely empty; and that there will be nothing ~ 
after that day to satisfy the requisitions but the funds to arise from — 

_ the sale of bonds. . © : 
- Assuming that the recommendations I have ventured to submit in | 
relation to the money tax (which is clearly indispensable) shall be _ 
adopted, the collection from that source will not begin to come in ~ 
before the month of June; but-I rely with confidence upon the ability 
to anticipate the collections to the extent of $107,000,000 by temporary 
loans. © d 
There is obviously some risk of embarrassment in depending upon | 
this expedient, but it is all that can be done apparently under exist- 
ing circumstances, and I would respectfully and earnestly impress 
upon the committee the importance of acting with promptitude, and 
thereby inspiring confidence in the adequacy of our future resources. 
That a money tax is indispensable is plain; that less than the sum 
mentioned in the report will be insufficient seems equally clear, and 
I venture with great deference to suggest that the plan of taxation 
proposed will raise the requisite amount, and is strongly recommended 
by the consideration that it makes the smallest possible departure 
from the existing system. 
With renewed thanks to the committee for the patient attention 
they have accorded to the communications I have been impelled by a 
sense of duty to address them, 
I have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 297. { Richmond, December 15, 1864. 
* * * * * S33 * 


XXXV. To facilitate missionary operations in the -Army, post 
quartermasters and commissaries are allowed to receive from any 
religious denomination such amount of forage and subsistence as may 
be offered by the denomination, and to receipt for the same, to be 
returned in kind in rations to be issued in the field to properly 
accredited missionaries, under such regulations as will hereafter be 
prescribed by each department. 

By command of the Seeretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


a “Bure AU OF CONSCRIPTION, Wak DEPART st 
Richmond, Va., December 15, 


nip A. SEDDON, ) 
Secretary of War: ie 
“sir: In confirmation of a statement I made to you this morning ie a: 
have the honor to submit the inclosed abstract from the monthly = 
_ reports of the commandant of conscripts for the State of Virginia. 
a Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a 5 JNO. 8. PRESTON, ea 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. = 


{Inclosure. } a 


pL osivact from the monthly reports of the commandant of conscripts 
for the. State of Virginia. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 15, 1864. 
Deserters and absentees without leave arrested and returned to the 
Army in the State of Virginia: May, 287; June, 350; July, 344; 
August, 629; September, 358; October, 266. = 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ae 
; Richmond, Va., December 16, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following eae 
of a resolution of the House of ‘Representatives, adopted on the 23d 
ultimo, being so much as relates to the War Department, viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be communicated to this 
z ~ House as far as is practicable * * * also the number of civil and military - 
officers on duty in the War Department in the city of Richmond, and at the 
, hospitals and camps in its immediate vicinity ; their rank, ages, and from what 
State they entered the service or were appointed ; the number of bureaus there 
are now in the War Department in Richmond, the particular acts of Congress 

under which they were created, and the rank and number of officers composing 
them, their general power and duties as authorized by law ; distinguishing disabled 
and detailed officers from privates and citizens, and the number employed in 
each bureau. 


The annexed tabular statements furnish most of the information 
desired by the House of Representatives.* In addition it is proper, in 
order to a full response, to give a general statement of the organiza- 
tion of this Department: 

I. The bureaus of the War Department established by law are: 

First. The offices of the heads of the general staff of the Army, viz: 

1. The Adjutant and Inspector General’s Department. 

2. The Quartermaster-General’s Department. 

3. The Subsistence Department. 

4. The Medical Department. These are organized respectively 
under the second, third, fourth, and fifth sections of the act ‘‘ For the 
establishment and organization of a general staff of the Army of the 
Confederate States,” approved February 26, 1861. 

Second. The offices of the chiefs of special service, viz: 

1. The Chief of Ordnance. The Bureau of Ordnance is organized 
under the forty-fourth article of the Regulations of the Army. It has 


* Statements not found. 
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néver been organized by law, though it has | een repe 
to in legislation as existing. The act of the 5th of April, 18 


Congress of the United States has not been adopted by the Congress — 
of the Confederate States. The officers on ordnance duty, as well as — 
those connected with the Bureau, as those serving with troops, are _ 
commissioned in the artillery. 

2. The Chief of Engineers. The Engineer Corps is authorized by the 
seeond section of the act approved March 6, 1861, ‘‘For the establish- 
ment and organization of the Army of the Confederate States of 

«—. America.” 

3. The Chief of the Niter and Mining Bureau. This Bureau was 
established under the act ‘‘To establish a Niter and Mining Bureau,” 
approved June 9, 1864. Chapter XXX. 

4. The Chief of the Signal Corps. This corps was organized under 
the act ‘To organize a Signal Corps,” approved April 19, 1862, amended 
by the act approved September 27, entitled ‘‘An act to increase the 
Signal Corps.” 

Third. The civil offices of the Department. 

1. The Bureau of Indian Affairs, established by the act ‘‘To establish — 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs,” approved March 14, 1861. It consists 
of a ‘‘Commissioner of Indian Affairs” and one clerk. The clerkship 
is vacant. 

2..The War Office is the immediate office of the Secretary of War 
and the Assistant Secretary of War. It is organized under the act 
approved March 7, 1861, ‘‘To create the clerical force of the several — 
Executive Departments,” &c. The chief office under the Secretary ; 
of War and the Assistant Secretary is the ‘‘ Chief of the Bureau of ; 

_ War.” His office is created by the fourth clause of the first section of 
the act last cited. 

II. In addition to the foregoing, the exigencies of the public serv- 
ice have occasioned the establishment of certain additional offices in 
connection with the War Department, which are not authorized as 
independent bureaus by any act of Congress, the duties of which are 
discharged by officers detailed for that purpose. Of these the most 
important is: 

First. The Bureau of Conscription. After the passage of the act 
of the 16th of April, 1861, known as the first conscript law, the 
attempt was made to deal with the questions arising under it direetly 
in the War Office. The experience of several months demonstrated 
the necessity of relieving the War Office of the details of this busi- 
ness, which, under the successive amendments to the original act, 
rapidly increased to a great volume. These could be best dealt with 
by an officer whose time and attention should be given especially to 
them, under the direction of the Secretary of War. <A general officer 
with a competent number of assistants was assigned by orders to 
this duty, and was announced in General Orders, No. 112, December 

30, 1862, a copy of which accompanies this report. * 

Second. The office in charge of procuring foreign supplies for the 
Army. As the use and export of cotton for purchasing supplies 
abroad enlarged, it became necessary to assign an officer to duty per- 
taining to this subject. This mode of supply was first used in con- 
nection with the Ordnance Bureau. It was soon found that we should 
need supplies also for the Quartermaster’s, Medical, and Subsistence 
Departments, to provide which vessels had to be procured and cotton 


*See Vol. II, this series, p. 266. 


1 he | -of the Ordnance Bureau, who had acquir 
rience there in this duty, was put in general charge of the bu 
and the operations enlarged. They were still further increased 
r the act of the 6th of February, 1864, “‘To impose regulations 
on the foreign commerce of the Confederate States, to provide for the 
public defense,” and the regulations made by the President in pur- 
suance thereof. These devolved on this department the purchase, — 
compression, and repairs of all cotton for export; its transportation 
and shipment, and the receipt and disposition of the foreign supplies. 
Third. The army intelligence office. After the great battles of 
_ the summer of 1862 numerous inquiries, personal and by letter, were 
addressed to the Department by the relatives and friends of our sol- 
_diers to learn their fate. To afford relief to such natural anxieties, a 
chaplain on duty in this city was authorized to establish an office 
where information respecting the individual casualties of battle 
should be collected promptly, at what. hospitals wounded men were, 
and such general information as would enable friends to learn their 
safety, or the extent of their injuries, and where, if wounded and 
alive, they could be found. . This office, which has been a great grati- 

_ fication to our people, is conducted by a chaplain, one clerk, and dis- 
abled soldiers detailed for that purpose. 

_ Fourth. The office of the agent for the exchange of prisoners. The 
cartel agreed upon by Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill for the Confederate States 
and Maj. Gen. John A. Dix for the United States on the 22d of July, 
1862, provided by the eighth article that, ‘‘for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect the foregoing articles of agreement, each party will 
appoint two agents, to be called agents for the exchange of prisoners 
of war, whose duty it will be to communicate with each other by’ 

- correspondence or otherwise, to prepare the lists of prisoners, to 
attend to the delivery of prisoners at the places agreed on, and to 
carry out promptly, effectually, and in good faith all the details and 

- provisions of the said articles of agreement.” 

Under this agreement a principal agent, to represent this Govern- 
ment and to have general charge, under this Department, of the busi- 
ness arising under the cartel and in connection with the subject of 
__ prisoners of war, was appointed. 

Tabular returns of the civil and military persons on duty in the 
camp and hospitals in the vicinity of the city of Richmond also 
accompany this report.* It was considered that the House of Repre- 
sentatives did not design to embrace in their resolution any of the 
camps of the troops now in the vicinity of this city. The delay in 
forwarding this report has been occasioned by the time required to 
procure the accompanying returns from the numerous and extensive 
hospitals in and about the city of Richmond. 

Respectfully, 


— a ae ae 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


STaTE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raleigh, December 16, 1864, 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 
I inclose you a copy of a communication*® informing me that the 
House of Commons of the General Assembly of this State has passed 


* Not found. 
60 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 
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a resolution requesting me to correspond with you, protesting against 
the cruel and inhuman manner in which slaves conscribed from our 
citizens are now treated, and request that the evil be immediately 
remedied. Rumors and’statements are constantly arriving here that 
the slaves conseribed and assigned to labor on the works at and near 
Wilmington are treated with great cruelty and inhumanity by being 
overworked, almost starved, not half clad, and lodged without shelter, 
by reason of which they are suffering great mortality. Not only the 
interest of their masters and the country, but also humanity forbids 
the continuance of such a state of things. And I cannot doubt that 
as soon as your attention is called to it you will take the necessary 
steps to remedy the evil complained of. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Z..B. VANCE. 


- 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WaR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., December 18, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT: 

DEAR SiR: A very imperative necessity for a few days’ attention to 
my private interests has induced me to ask a leave of absence, which 
Mr. Seddon has kindly granted. Your condition of health has 
deterred me from seeking an interview, which I desired for the pur- 
pose of asking your attention to a concerted effort now on foot, not 
to modify, but to abolish the whole system of conscription as it now 
exists, and, of course, to effect my removal from its control by oper- 
ation of law. As to the latter I feel but little concern, for I can rely 
on your giving me such service as will be honorable to myself and to 
the extent of my ability, and beneficial to the country. You know 
the full extent of the little Iam able to do, and I am quite sure of 
your absolute confidence in my zeal. I do feel the most anxious 
solicitude in regard to the proposed changes in their bearing on the 
public service. I have seen a programme of them, which I was told 
had high military sanction. The system is one of mere military con- 
scription, not adapted to the condition of the country, repulsive to 
public sentiment, inefficacious and certainly weakening, if not disas- 
trous to the public defense. It will be resisted by States, communi- 
ties, and individuals to an extent which will render it inoperative. 
But even if it be not thus resisted, it will fail because of its total 
want of adaptation to the duties prescribed for it. In legal adminis- 
tration military organizations and action never have the attributes 
either of celerity or efficiency. Executive strength is always best 
based on the exercise of civil rule. Military power may hold laws in 
subjection; it cannot administer them, at least not under our system 
of civil polity. The present system of conscription, if allowed to be 
thoroughly organized and supplied with proper agencies, is not only 
the most efficient and active, but the strongest which can be instituted 
for our purposes. It is active and energetic in principle, simple and 
orderly in structure, uniform and rapid in operation. Besides this, it 
contains the great element, now se necessary, of giving the adminis- 
tration of a civil law directly into the hands of executive agencies 
neither purely military hor judicial. It bears in its construction 
more real pervading executive power and responsibility than is 
held by the control of the armies of the Confederacy. You may not 
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_ try the wrong of hesitating to find other service for me. 


My desire is to serve the country under your dictation. To that I 
have devoted myself. I believe I can render good service in the line 


you have intrusted to me. I am sure the system in which I have been 


working is the best for the purposes of the country, and do earnestly 
hope it will be maintained, with only such modifications as will make 
it more rigorous in execution without affecting the principle on which 
it is based. 
With high and cordial esteem, your friend and obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON. 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 18, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Pees 

Secretary of War: 

DEAR SrR: Iam aware that there is a project on foot, under high 
military sanction, to abolish the existing system of conscription, and 
substitute for it a military organization, to be regulated by purety 
rigid military rules, and by the operation of law to remove me from 
the control delegated to me by you. The latter may be no loss to the 
service, but the institution of such a system will be fatal to it. As 
far as I have been able to ascertain the features of the scheme, it is 
a cumbrous, confused mass of indigested regulations, the offspring 
of utter ignorance of the nature of the duties to be performed, of 
the condition of the country, and the wants of the public service in 
the department of the public defense—a mere military experiment 
on the vitals of the country. If tried it will fail; but the fear is that 
the experiment in failing will destroy the subject. It was a maxim of 
certain Greek philosophy that wisdom is the reaction from folly. 
Our misfortune is that we have neither time nor strength to practice 
folly, in the hope that wisdom will grow out of it. Whatever igno- 
rant and discontented or malignant persons may say, we know that 
the present system has been efficacious; we know that with proper 
agencies it can with great certainty and celerity bring all the elements 
of strength in the matter confided to it to bear upon the public defense. 
We know that before it was rudely disturbed by the pestilent inter- 
ference of ignorant and presumptuous persons in high position, it had 
commended itself to the approbation of, the people, the States, the 
Congress, yourself, and the President, and that all admitted if fur- 
nished with proper officers it would meet all the demands to the full 
extent of the capabilities of the country. Why change it, then, upon 
the presumption that it is not fitted to a more stringent exigency now 
existing? And above all, why change it for a scheme which has 
already failed, and which has done as much to chill the patriotic ardor 
of the people as any one error or misfortune which has befallen us, 
and which has no one principle, element, or instrument adapted to 
the duties growing out of the law. 
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Iam sure that with you I need not deprecate official dignity or plead 
my entire freedom from official interest when I earnestly call on you 
to look narrowly and fully into this matter before you give it your 
sanction. If this scheme, which I have heard designated as General 
Bragg’s or General Kemper’s, is adopted it will be met by legislative 
resistance in the States before it is in operation sixty days, and Con- 
gress will be forced to repeal it; but it may be too late when States 
have nullified a law of the Confederacy. To this grave issue it will 
surely lead. The integrity of the Confederacy is necessary to the 
achievement of our independence. Nothing will tend more rapidly 
to disintegrate the Confederacy than the adoption of these petulant, 
indigested, and revolting schemes of military conscription. I pray 
you do not think my terms too strong or my manner too familiar. 
We are in a very grave condition. I have some_experience in these 
matters, and it seems the proper duty of all earnest men to express 
their strong convictions. 

With high and cordial esteem, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


RICHMOND, VA., December 20, 1864. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES :* 


I herewith transmit the reports made by the heads of the Treasury 
and War Departments,+ in response to your resolution of the 6th 
instant, making various inquiries relative to the subject embraced in 
the act of February 6, 1864, entitled ‘‘A bill to impose regulations - 
upon the foreign commerce of the Confederate States to provide for 
the public defense.” 

The importance of this subject induces me to present, at some 
length, my views upon the policy of the law, and upon its effects 
as developed by experience. 

The first section of the law (which was passed at the fourth ses- 
sion of the First Congress and was the expression of its matured 
judgment) prohibits the exportation of the principal products of the 
Confederate States, except under uniform regulations, and the reason 
for this prohibition is expressed in the preamble to be this: ‘‘ That 
the condition of the contest demands that the Confederate States 
should call into requisition whatever resources of men and money 
they have for the support of their cause.” 

The fifth section of the law indicated that the purpose of Congress 
in granting power to allow or refuse permission to export the prod- 
uce of our country was to enforce a return, in whole or in part, of 
the value of the produce exported ‘‘in military or other supplies for 
the public service.” 

But a full understanding of the policy of your predecessors can be 
attained only by taking into consideration another act passed on the 
same day, and entitled ‘‘An act to prohibit the importation of luxu- 
ries or of articles not necessaries or of common use.” This last- 
mentioned act actually prohibited during the pending war the im- 
portation of any articles not necessary for the defense and subsist- 
ence of the country; and among those excluded from importation 


* A similar message was communicated to the Senate under date of December 
17, 1864, in response to its resolution of December 5, 1864, for which see p. 897. 
| For Seddon’s report see December 10, 1864, p, 928, excepting the clause referred 
to in footnote (a), p. 929. 


nes, spirits, jewelry, cigars, and all the finer fabrics of cotton, 
wool, or silk, as’ well as all other merchandise serving only for 
the indulgence of luxurious habits. 
_ Ina word, the two acts were an exercise of the power to regulate 
_ commerce so as to make it subservient to the success of our struggle, 
_by prohibiting the importation or exportation of merchandise or prod- 
~ uce for any other purpose than national defense and necessary sub- 
sistence, until these vital objects should be placed beyond the reach 
of danger. The two laws form one common system,.and they should 
be so regarded in considering the propriety of the repeal or modifica- 
tion of either. 
When signing my approval of these acts I considered them as meas- 
-ures eminently wise and proper, and as well adapted to remedy exist- 
ing evils. Complaints were rife through our country that its foreign 
- commerce was almost exclusively in the hands of aliens; that our 
cotton, tobacco, and naval stores were being drained from the States, 
and that we were receiving in return cargoes of liquors, wines, and 
articles of luxury; that the imported goods, being held in few hands 
and in limited quantities, were sold at prices so exorbitant that the 
blockade-runners, after purchasing fresh cargoes of cotton, still 
retained large sums of Confederate money, which they invested in 
gold for exportation and in foreign exchange, and that the whole 
course of the trade had a direct: tendency to impoverish our country, 
demoralize our people, depreciate our currency, and enfeeble our 
defense. Congress believed these complaints well founded, and in 
that belief I fully concurred. None doubted that a remedy was desir- 
able, and your present inquiries seek information in relation to the 
efficiency of the remedy provided by the legislation then devised, as 
developed by actual experience. 
? My conviction is decided that the effect of the legislation has been 
| salutary; that the evils existing prior to its adoption have been mate- 
- _ rially diminished, and that the repeal of the legislation or any modifi- 
cation impairing its efficiency would be calamitous. This opinion is 
shared by every Executive Department that has been intrusted with 
the execution of these laws and regulations, and thus enabled to form 
a judgment based on observation and experience. 

The propriety and justice of a claim on the part of the Government 
that a share of all the vessels engaged in the blockade trade should 
be held subject to its use for the benefit of the whole people was so 
obvious that even before the legislation of Congress few owners 
refused to place at its disposal one-third of the tonnage, both outward 
and inward, for the importation of supplies and the exportation of 
the produce necessary to pay for them. On the passage of the laws 
it was deemed proper to increase the demand of the Government to 
one-half. This decision was based not only on the consideration that 
the Government was burdened with the entire expense of defending 
the ports of entry, but on the further reasons that the enormous 
gains of the commerce were monopolized by foreigners, free to engage 
in commerce at their pleasure while our citizens were engrossed in 
the sacred duty of defending their homes and liberties, and therefore 
unable to compete for the trade. It was foreseen that this increase 
would be resisted, and in a message on the subject, addressed by me 
to the House of Representatives on the 10th of June last, it-is stated 
that— : 


For some weeks 1fter the adoption of these regulations strenuous efforts were 
made by parties interested in the business to induce a relaxation of the regula- 
tions. Many of the vessels remained mnemployed on the allegation of the owners 
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that the terms imposed by the regulations were so onerous as to render impossible 
the continuance of the business. The regulations remained unchanged, for I was 
satisfied from an examination of the subject that this complaint was unfounded 
and that the withdrawal of the vessels was an experiment, by a combination 
among their owners, on the firmness of the Government. The: result proved the 
correctness of this view, for after various attempts to obtain increased advantages 
the vessels resumed their voyages. Their number has been largely increased. 
The ability to export produce and import supplies on Government account has 
been developed to a greater extent than had been anticipated, and the credit of 
the Government has been so improved in foreign markets that the quotations for 
its loan have rapidly advanced. 


In the same message it was also stated that— 3 


Among the efforts made to induce a change of the regulations was a warning 
given to officers of the Government that the owners of vessels could make better 
bargains with the Governors of States than with the Confederate Government, 
and that if the regulations were not relaxed in their favor they would transfer 
their vessels to the Executives of the several States, and thus withdraw them 
from the operation of the regulations. 


Reverting now to the precise inquiries contained in your resolu- 
tion, I answer— 

First. That no restriction whatever has been placed on the exercise 
of the right of any Confederate State to export on its own account 
any of the articles enumerated in the act entitled ‘‘An act to impose 
regulations,” &¢., approved 6th of February, 1864. 

Each State not only exports whatever it pleases, but the obligation 
imposed on private individuals to bring back into the country neces- 
sary supplies equal in value to one-half of the produce exported is 
not extended to the States. They are in these respects on a footing 
of absolute equality with the Confederate Government. 

Tam aware that complaints have been made of the effect of these — 
regulations by the Governors of some of the States, but their objec- 
tions are, in my judgment, without foundation. 

It is not denied by any of them that when a State purchases a ves- 
sel it is left under the exclusive control of the State authorities, and 
that the Confederate Government claims no share of the outward or 
inward tonnage. It is also admitted that when the States purchase 
or charter any part of a vessel, not exceeding one-half, the Confeder- 
ate States Government does not interfere with their enjoyment of the 
portion so purchased or chartered, and confines itself to exacting 
from the private owner the use of that half not conveyed to the State; 
but the complaint is that the Confederate Government will not fur- 
ther consent to yield, for the benefit of a single State, any part of 
that moiety of the tonnage of each vessel which it has secured under 
the regulations for the common use and benefit of all the States of 
which it is agent. 

By the regulations, as now existing, half the tonnage of all the ves- 
sels engaged in the trade has been conveyed to the use of the Confed- 
eracy. Why should a single State be allowed to take for its separate 
use from the Confederacy any part of this half? Is it not enough 
et phe remaining half is left open for purchase or charter by the 

ate ! 

It is plain that a State and the owner of a vessel can have no 
motive for contracting in such manner as to diminish the tonnage 
claimed by the Confederacy, unless for a profit that is to be shared 
by both. Any concession, therefore, made on this point is in effect 
the loss of an interest which is the common property of all the States 
for the joint gain of a single State and of a private capitalist. 
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n, the army in the field is the army of the Confederacy, which | 
ged with the duty of supplying it with clothing, subsistence, 
d munitions of war. The performance of this duty demands the 
st strenuous exertions and the command of all the resources that _ 
can be reached. Any diminution of our command of those resources 
_ by a modification of the existing legislation might lead to disastrous 
_ consequences. Under our present arrangements we are barely able 
to supply to our brave defenders a moderate share of those comforts 
which are indispensable to their efficiency. As long as privations are 
endured by all alike, there is a noble and patriotic emulation in the 
display of cheerful fortitude in enduring them. But if the common 
supply now distributed among all is diminished for the purpose of . 
enabling any one State to add to the supplies furnished her own 
troops, the effect will be pernicious to an extent that can scarcely be 
_ appreciated in advance. I leave it to others to imagine the state of 

feeling which would ensueif the soldiers of the sea-board States were 

to be found amply supplied with all necessaries and comforts, standing 

side by side with the troops of interior States, who would be deprived 

of a part of what they now receive in consequence of a diminution of 

our present means of providing for all alike. If to this it should be 
answered that the interior States could enjoy the same advantages 

as the sea-board States by sending agents to the ports to represent 

them, thus placing all on an equal footing, the reply is obvious. The E 

result would then be to bring all the States back to the same condi- _ 

tion in which they now are; that is to say, each possessing its fair 

share of the advantages derived from the tonnage used by the Con- 

federate Government. 

It appears to me that any change in the present regulations so as to 
affect the rights of the Confederate Government must necessarily be 
either useless or mischievous—useless, if no advantage is to be gained 
by any one State over the others; mischievous in the extreme, if such 
an advantage is to be the effect of the change. 

It has been suggested that there are many articles required by the 
people of the different States which can only be obtained through the 
aid of their governments, and that the efforts of the Confederate 
Government are confined exclusively to the supply of the needs of 
the Army. This is true; but one-half of all the tonnage of private 
owners remains open to employment by the States for the purpose 
suggested, though, perhaps, at somewhat greater cost than would be 
charged if they were permitted to use the portion reserved for the 
Confederacy. But I repeat that there is no justice apparent in the 
demand that all the States should sacrifice a common right for 
the profit of a single State, nor in diminishing the necessary com- 
forts of the soldier for the benefit of those who remain at home. It 
is also competent for each State to purchase vessels for its own use or 
to purchase shares in common with one or more other States for the 
introduction of supplies necessary for the people without encroach- 
ing on the means used by the Confederacy for supplying the Army. 

Second. Upon the second question, whether the regulations have 
caused any diminution in the number of vessels engaged in foreign 
commerce, the report of the Secretary of the Treasury gives such 
information as satisfactorily establishes the reverse to be the case. 

In addition to the statements made by him, derived from official 
returns, the Secretary of War reports that many new steamers are 
understood to be on the way to engage in the trade, notwithstanding 
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the impression which prevails that the stringency of the blockade is 
constantly increasing. : 

The ees of renal which arrived at two ports of the Confed- 
eracy between the Ist of November and 6th of December was forty- 
three, averaging more than one per day, and indicating no check in 
the trade. A further and conclusive proof that the profits of this 
commerce under present regulations are sufficiently tempting to 
secure its increase, is afforded by the fact that the shares of the com- 
panies engaged in it have greatly advanced in value. The shares of 
one company, originally of $1,000 each, were selling in July last for 
$20,000 each, and now command $30,000. Those of another com- 
pany have increased in the same period from $2,500 to $6,000; and all 
exhibit a large advance. +e 

Third. Your third inquiry seeks information whether the legislation 
and regulations have been beneficial or otherwise in their effect on 
the success of our arms and the supply of means necessary to the 
public defense. ; 

My opinion has already been indicated on this point, and the reports 
of the Secretaries are decided in the expression of their own convic- 
tions of the wisdom of the laws, and the beneficial effects produced 
by them, in connection with the regulations established for giving 
them effect. 

These laws and regulations have enabled the Government not only 
to provide supplies to a much greater extent than formerly, and to 
furnish the means for meeting the installments on its foreign loan, 
but to put an end to a wasteful and ruinous contract system, by 
which supplies were obtained before Congress determined to exereise 
control over the imports and exports. 

Instead of being compelled to give contractors a large profit on the 
cost of their supplies, and to make payment in cotton in our ports at 
6 pence per pound, we now purchase supplies abroad by our agents 
at cost in the foreign market, and pay there in cotton, which sells at 
a net price of 24 pence per pound. When all the elements of eal- 
culation are taken into consideration, it is by no means an exag- 
geration to say that 100 bales of cotton exported by the Government 
will purchase abroad the same amount and value of supplies that 600 
bales would purchase delivered to contractors in the Confederacy. 
A reference to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury shows that 
of 11,796 bales of cotton shipped since Ist of July last, but 1,272 
were lost; not quite 11 per cent. If this be taken as a fair average, 
and it is believed to be so, out of 600 bales of cotton exported, 534 
would arrive abroad and yield, at £40 per bale, £21,360, while the 
same 600 bales delivered on payment at a home port, at 6 pence per 
pound, would yield less than £6,000. 

There are other advantages derived from buying abroad, rather 
than contracting with blockade-runners, of no small magnitude, but 
the foregoing statement will show the enormous profits that were 
made by them wher. the Government was forced to contract instead 
of purchasing for itself, and will suggest a motive for the strenuous 
efforts they have not ceased to make to get rid of the regulations and 
procure a change in the policy of the Government. It is to the law 
and regulations that the Government owes its ability to command 
freight room, and then buy and sell for itself instead of being foreéd 
to make contracts so extravagant as those above described. It 
requires little sagacity to perceive that with temptation so great the 
owners of vessels would spare no pains to obtain contracts from the 


nits; if aiowod to do so by law, with the view of againw : 
ving from our use as far as possible ‘the tonnage of their vessels, 
thus compelling a return to the ruinous contract system. 


ind nature of the supplies obtained by the Government under the 
resent system, and their importance to the national defense will be 
reeived at a glance. 
_ Fourth. To the fourth inquiry, whether experience has suggested 
; oe necessity of the repeal of said act, or any modification or amend- 
ment of its provisions, the foregoing remarks would seem to furnish 
a sufficient answer. But I conclude, by renewing the expression of 
my conviction that the result of any legislation “checking or dimin- 
ishing the control now exercised by the Gor vernment over our foreign 
commerce would be injurious to the public interest and would insure 
_ the renewal in aggravated form of the evils which it was the purpose 
: of your predecessors to remedy by the laws now in force. 
> JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure No, 1.] * 


7 {Inclosure No. 2.] 2 d ‘ 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, TREASURY DEPY., 
, Richmond, December 12, 1864. 

The PRESIDENT: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following reply to the inquiries 

contained in the resolutions of the House of Representatives of the 
- 5th [6th] instant in relation to the foreign trade: 
; First. ‘‘ Whether any and what restrictions have been imposed upon 
_. the exercise of the right of the Confederate States, or any of them, to 
export on their own account any of the articles enumerated in the act 
= : j : : . é 
entitled ‘An act to impose regulations upon the foreign commerce of 
_ the Confederate States to provide for the public defense,’ approved 
6th of February, 1864.” 

No restrictions whatever have been imposed upon the exercise of 
this right by the States. The tenth article of the regulations, adopted 
. in pursuance of the act of 6th of February, provides: 

That nothing in these regulations shall be construed to conflict with the proviso 
| in the fifth section, ‘‘ That nothing in this act shall be construed to prohibit the 


Confederate States, or any of them, from exporting any of the articles herein 
enumerated on their own account.” 


By the first and second articles of the regulations it is provided that 
vessels belonging to private parties shall carry one-half the cargo, both 
outward and inward, on account of the Confederate States. 

It has sometimes been supposed that this provision operates as a 
restriction upon the freedom of action of the States; that if a State 
acquire, by purchase or charter, the use of one-fourth of a steamer 
the Confederate States should relinquish an equal proportion of the 
moiety claimed under the regulations and reduce the share reserved 
for its use to one-fourth. 

This Department does not concur in that opinion. It is held thata 
vessel engaging in this trade charges one moiety to the Government 
and has no power while she continues therein, by a sale or another 
charter, to deprive the Government of the use of that moiety. The 
exercise of such a power would be incompatible with the design of the 
act of February 6 and in direct violation of the regulations made in 


*See Seddon to the President, December 10, p. 928. 


The reports of the Secretaries will fully inform you of the quantity = 
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| pursuance thereof. It would be impossible for the Government to 


secure the use of any portion of a vessel if the owner was permitted 
thus to alienate it at will. Nor would it be consistent with the equality 
to be observed among the States in matters of common interest that 
this should be conceded. The moiety reserved by the Confederate 
States is for the use and benefit of all the States without distinction. 
The cotton exported is common property. When sold the product is 
nearly all clear gain. The supplies brought back in return add little 
or nothing to the expenditures of the Government and are distributed 
among the troops of all the States indiscriminately. : 

But when any part of this moiety is transferred to-one State it 
operates as a relinquishment of the share of each of the others for 
the benefit of that one. The part thus acquired is then used to supply 
the troops of that State only, and as these supplies are, nevertheless, 
paid for by the Confederate States it follows that, besides making this 
valuable concession, those from whom it is obtained are drawn thereby 
into an unnecessary expenditure. In other words, in the one case the 
troops of all the States participate in the benefit and without cost to 
any; in the other the benefits are confined to the troops of one State, 
and all the others contribute to the cost and without any reduction 
being made for the profits on the outward cargo. 

Second. ‘‘ Whether the regulations made under the first section of 
said act have caused any diminution in the number of vessels engaged 
in foreign commerce.” 

The regulations were adopted on the 7th of March, and the largest 
number of arrivals occurred in the months of May and June ensuing, 
during which period forty-three steamers entered the ports of Wil- 
mington and Charleston. The prevalence of yellow fever both in the 
islands and in our own ports caused a serious interruption to the trade 
during the summer months; but the abatement of the epidemic has 
been followed by the immediate return of activity, and from the 1st 
of November to the 6th of December there have been forty-three 
arrivals at the ports above named. 

It would appear, therefore, that no discouragement has been given 
to the trade by the regulations. 

This conclusion is supported by other evidence. The freight of 5 
pence per pound in gold paid by the Government is nearly equal to 
$3 per pound. So that the freight paid for carrying out 500 bales of 
cotton for the Government will purchase for the vessel 1,000 bales at 
the market price, and the great profit realized on these terms is 
exhibited in the enormous price commanded in the market by shares 
in all the blockade stocks. 

Third. ‘‘ Whether the said act of Congress and the regulations made 
under its authority have been beneficial or otherwise in their effect on 
the success of our arms, and the supply of means necessary for the 
public defense; also, whether experience has suggested the necessity 
of the repeal of said act of 6th of February.or any modification or 
amendment of its provisions.” 

My impressions are that they have been in the highest degree bene- 
ficial. Before the passage of the act vessels were required to devote 
one-third of their tonnage to the use of the Government, by authority 
of the War Department. The principle was the same as that of the 
regulations, and the statistics of the two periods have not been kept 
separate. The following summary, embracing a period of about 
twelve months, from the Ist of November, 1863, to the 25th of Octo- 
ber, 1864, exhibits the results attained under both. These details are 


ar Ipepirinent: 
ng ar icles imported are as follows: 


2 ae oS ee ee do... 1,850,000 

aa aay SN glee ane nee ae do... 6,200, 000 
JES he Se ee Sees BOs 8 408, 000 
ne ee bee tbin oe See ee pairs __ 420, 000 
E -do.... — 292,000 
Ba (uuekotsy rites, and oarbines) cise. 06. ~..--¢..---.-. 2-2 ---- 136, 832 
nce the date oe mentioned, viz, the 25th of October, up to the 
of December, further supplies of importance have. been brought 
of which a detailed account is appended, marked ‘A. 
When the regulations were first adopted each Department was 
rged with the duty of managing its own exports and imports, but 
rience indicated the propriety of consolidating these operations 
d placing the whole under the control of the Treasury Department. 
his was accordingly done on the Ist of July, and from that date to 
_ the 1st of December the quantity of cotton exported was 11,796 bales. 
Of this quantity 1,272 bales were lost, and 10,522 bales have arrived 

_ safe at foreign ports. At a moderate computation the value in gold 
is £320,000 sterling, or $1,500,000; a sum capable of purchasing sup- 
plies of the value i in currency of $45, 000,000. 
‘The results attained appear to establish the beneficial character and 
effect of the act of February 6, and the regulations adopted in pursu- 
ance thereof; and I am strongly of the opinion neither ‘‘the repeal 
of the act, nor any modification or amendment of its provisions,” has 
been su ggested by experience to be necessary. 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 

Secretary of the "Treasury. 


pe A. —_Cargoes received from abroad, on Government account, from 25th of October 
“7 to 6th of December, 1864. 


4 “3 
PORT OF WILMINGTON, N. C. 
; Date. Name of vessel. Foreign port. Articles. areas For account of — 
> 
4 
1864. | 
Octal) | HOpOW cen ste- =~. sac Nassau 15 | Navy. 
3 Do. 
8 Do. 
1 Do. 
10 Do. 
8 Do. 
3 Do. 
2 1 Do. 
Quicksilver..-...- bottle. - 1 Do. 
AR GOIS eter cis sao se casks. - 2 Do. 
HELOMO iyo 2a leraiaretetninisiet : 10 Do. 
Rope .-.-.- 64 Do. 
Twine.- 3 Do. 
Belting... 2 Do, 
Canvas ..- oh : 2 Do. 
Sole leather ...-..-- doss=: 3 Do. 
Zine, tools, &e -.-.. cases..| 22 Do. 
Tools\2-scneaenee casks 4 Do. 
Saws)secccn ae oeeaees Co) 2 Do. 
= Sawer &e o-st-eee cases 2 Do. 
Tools, screws, &c¢...do-- 12 Do. 
Oates eee casks 2 Do. 
JPOn aseces=2ee <5 bundles 5 Do. 
Oilsteeet ee ecates barrels. . 20 Do. 
Aloohobeos.co.-2-2- dose: 10 Do. 
Chemicals ......--. cases 3 Do. 
| WDOeecetetsisel sic = cask... 1G R Do. 


aCantured,. 


wie shag NESRGSY oH Sea re pounds_. 1, 490, 000 


24 


21 
29 


Little Hattie 
City of Petersburg - 
Beatrice 


Talisman ..--..---.- Bermuda ..... 
Armstrong 5.-....-. Nassau ....... 
Banshee ~.-.. 5. ..5-|-o <0 OW sppe sess 
SANUE EL Vae sec masts Sat Bermuda -.-.-. 
Blenheim ....-...-2. Nassau (first 
trip). 

Little Hattie. ....... Nassau .-.--.- 
Old Dominion. ...... Halifax.....-. 
Emma Henry....... Bermuda ..... 


aNo freight on Government account. 


ae | ese e ee eee 


; pees seseeee 0808. 
do 


Castings -. 
| Grate hee : 


cera ee ybundles.. 
Hardware ....-.. ? parrels.. 
Daszi22= sean cases... 
DO sess eask.. 
Rites ws soccer cases. 
Life-boat -\.s. <x essecse 
SOE Nise Mee ese er boxes. . 
Provisions. .--..- barrels. - 
OhOGa Ass ~ a teceeeen bags... 
Wot asace es tierces-. 
Coffee <2 aa barrels... 
Casks-sicw sass ee ee 
Shoes ane sa-nscoae cases... 
‘BacOn i 2: seascooe boxes. - 
bel) Ba ae tierces.. 
Crushed sugar. :.barrels. - 
ODOx conn saad ie coils... 
Stationery........- cases... 
Ua erases barrels... 
fel S ENT Ga A Rea cask... 
Hardware ...-.... barrels. - 
| Dosen selene cases... 
a VBOR caterer bundle 
I Bellows. eos, seccceecee 
ANG Saoces ee eene 
Alcohol: -.2520-.. barrels 
| Tim plate .:-..-:.. boxes. . 
| Stationery..--..... cases... 
| Copper teaseseeee oe casks... 
| Tallow ... ---barrels-. 
F SLOOI ees sees es box 
| Varnish .-...-. demijohn.. 
Porkusesee seen ses barrels. 
Saltpetero.-- ce. sacks... 
SHoes3.-veeceeeses cases. . 
Packages 2) a-cacacseeseen 
DOxareickiemee Doreoengeans 


Ni 
0. 
ae Seixas. <* 

avy. 

“Bo. 
Quartermaster. 2 
0. F 


Do. 


JSommissary. 
Do. 
Private account. 


Quartermaster. 
Do. : 
Do. 

Do. 


Do. 
Medical. 
Do. é 
Bureau of Conscrip. 
tion. 


Commissary. 
Niter and Minin g. 


7 
3 
: 
: 
i 
j 
= 


Navy. 
General Whiting. 


b No Government freight. 


cece Bermuda via | Shoes 
_| Nassau. 


aece essen eee je-ae-dOl.-- 2.) Meat Seeaneat : 5 Commissary. 
Do. 
500 = 
30 ee 
RSan sore Bae se Chread ------.- 5 | Ordnance. a =e 
; a Do. - 
e ele WHUGONS: As 6 ace aie 9 Do. 
: : SECA seme meas ca) = Niter and Mining. 
1 
117 | Commissary. 
150 . 
SS 7 | Ordnance 
< 5 0. 
0 || $31 12)-4 oawoaaneesiee see England via 9 | Navy 
ermuda. 
5 Do. 
24 | Quartermaster: 
17 Do 
75 Do. 
7 Do, 
30 | Ordnance. 
130 | Niter and Mining. 
5) a Do. ss 
10 Vy: 
27 ok ; 
Boe chee aera Sec ey tacic les..| 52 | Quartermaster. 
z Cloth 3 Do. 
26 Do. 
68 Do. 
7 Do. 
PapOL yoece ses 9 Do. 
i -BOOtS awe sercn eee 2 | Medical. 
Silkeees eee ad 7 Do. 
Ammunition paper.do....| 26 Ordnance. 
Ammunition ...-.-. bales. . 9 0. 
oe) Caroline 1... <2... Bermuda ..--- Merchandise .-..-.-- eases. . 2 | Navy. 
: Sheet-iron ..-.-- bundles. . 5 Do. 
Pe eencoppeleaes.-----= casks..| 18 Do. 
a Copper bolts. -..bundles.. 4 Do, 
1h Rese nospaG casks... 8 Do. 
2 Pig lead ue Do. 
* ‘| Saltpeter 8 Do. 
ine 7 Do. 
Metal - 6 Do. 
Lead ..-- 10 Do. 
Blankets -- 10 Do. 
Iron ties 100 | John Seixas ..--..- 


a Beached. 


Very respectfully, OST eee 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


_.----+-packages 
Aubosiys plaster - ...case-- 
Pee cube tekiet re 6. 

ee é 


Engineer. 


Oo. , a 
225) Sy LON. asec 2 == — ale ae (Osseo Horseshoe nails Niter and Mining. _ 
Bismuth....-- = Medical. © —* 
Alcohol... -32-- be z Do. 5 be 
Stee LEE. <ogaccacae a ae Do.  } an 
GICs eeace a avy. “ee 
Doe Secsenseee eee box... "Des —— 
Copper .-..<.-.- ¢ isi . ty 
Stationery........-. E Bureau of Con- — 
scription ee 
Decks 1.) Laurel 0-22. -s. .casloee = CO Ramses Me Se Pie oes AMAT ee meine ce 
1 ae aaa oeccae cidioae Me SOCE RGAE Bee Bere er eo : = 
1 ate Gregg...-.-. Se eet ees ees pee (CRG eiibe Sree Ree avy. 
oe Porket sone ieee ‘De. 
1 


a Destroyed by the enemy. b In ballast. 


| DECEMBER 20, 1864.—For proclamation of Governor Vance, calling — . 
on all the men of North Carolina to hasten to the defense of Wil- 
mington, see Series I, Vol. XLII, Part III, p. 1284. ] 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


Raleigh, December 21, 1864. 
IIon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: I have the honor of inclosing to you a copy of a resolution of 
the House of Commons of the General Assembly of the State * request- 
.ing me to communicate with the authorities at Richmond with a view 
to relieving our unfortunate, maimed, and disabled veterans from the 
cruelties consequent upon rigid enforcement of an order recently 
issued by the Adjutant and Inspector General, by which all wounded 
and sick soldiers, who can without serious detriment to their health, 
are required to report to their respective commands. In doing so you 
will permit me to express the confident belief that there can be no 
hesitation in relieving these noble veterans, who bear on their persons 


; 
1 


* Inclosure not found. 


srmanent. marks of their devotion to their eountry, fro 
ips and indignities which are too great to permit me to believe 

at they could have been intended by. said order, but which must be 2. 

etzarity follow the rigid enforcement of all its provisions. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. B. VANCE, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Richmond, December 21, 1864. 
FRED. A. PORCHER, Esq., c 
Charleston, oe oie os 


My Dear Str: I have your favor of the 16th instant,* and have 
read your views with the more interest from the fact that for a year 
_ past I have seen that the period was fast approaching when we should 
be compelled to use every resource at. our command for the defense of — 
our liberties. Without entering into any lengthened discussion of 
the considerations which should guide our policy on this point, it 
appears to me enough to say that the negroes will certainly be made 
to fight against us if not armed for our defense. The drain of that 
source of our strength is steady, fatal, and irreversible by any other 
_ expedient than that of arming the slaves as an auxiliary foree. I 
further agree with you that if they are to fight for our freedom they 
are entitled to their own. Public opinion is fast ripening on the sub- 
ject, and ere the close of the winter the conviction on this point will 
become so widespread that the Government will have no difficulty in 
inaugurating the policy foreshadowed in the President’s message. 
‘The effect of that message, followed up by that of Governor Smith, - 
has been great, and if you could get your newspapers, or any one of 
them, to commence a discussion on this point the people would 
rapidly become educated to the lesson which experience is sternly 
teaching. 
While agreeing ‘with you thus far, I cannot coneur in your opinion 
that the Confederate Government should assume powers not vested 
by the Constitution, on the allegation that our safety depends on the 
exercise of such power. Without dilating on this point it is enough 
to say that I do not see the necessity for such assumption. Matters 
of this sort are always best settled by degrees, and it is enough for the 
moment that the Confederacy should become the owner of as many 
“negroes as are required for the public service and should emancipate 
them as a reward for good services. The next step will then be that 
the States, each for itself, shall act upon the question of the proper 
status of the families of the men so manumitted. Cautious legisla- 
tion providing. for their ultimate emancipation after an intermediate 
stage of serfage or peonage would soon find advocates in different 
States. We might then be able, while vindicating our faith in the 
doctrine that the negro is an inferior race and unfitted for social or 
political equality with the white man, yet so modify and ameliorate the 
existing condition of that inferior race by providing for it certain 
rights of property, a certain degree of personal liberty, and legal pro- 
tection for the marital and par rental relations, as to relieve our insti- 
tutions from much that is not only unjust and impolitie in itself, but 
calculated to draw down on us the odium and reprobation of civilized 
man. It is well known that General Lee, who commands so largely the 
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confidence of the people, is strongly in favor of our using the negroes 
for defense, and emancipating them, if necessary, for that purpose. 
Can you not yourself write a series of articles in your papers, always 
urging this point as the-true issue, viz, is it better for the negro to 
fight for us or against us? The action of our people on this point 
will be of more value to us abroad than any diplomacy or treaty 
making, even if we had the power to treat upon this point. In the 
absence of the power the President would never consent to open this 
subject, nor would I consent to be his agent for such a purpose under 
any circumstances. If the Constitution is not to be our guide I would 
prefer to see it suppressed by a revolution which should declare a 
dictatorship during the war, after the manner of ancient Rome, leay- 
ing to the future the care of re-establishing formal and regular Gov- 
ernment. 2 

I am, with great regard, your old friend and classmate, 
J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State. 


RICHMOND, December 21, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I have the honor to submit for your information the following, 
statement: 

In the present emergency, when the resourees of the country are so 
far exhausted, it becomes a question of paramount importance as to 
where recruits can be had for our armies, and every effort should be 
made to fill up our decimated ranks. With this view Il would suggest the ~ 
following plan as affording one field of recruiting not yet resorted to. 
The only section where men of Southern birth can be raised in large 
numbers, who sympathize with us and who would join us in this strug- 
gle, is Southern California and New Mexico. A considerable number 
might be raised on the Rio Grande. The only plan for getting those 
men from Southern California is to send an expedition for the recap- 
ture of Arizona. This would open the route into Southern California 
and enable those who are disposed tc join us to do so, and I am econfi- 
dent that one or two brigades of New Mexicans could be raised. As 
to the number of men that could probably be raised in Southern Cali- 
fornia (including the mines), I am governed by the opinion of promi- 
nent men from that country, who are well acquainted with the 
sentiment of the people, such as Judge Terry, Colonel Showalter, and 
many others, who assert that from 15,000 to 20,000 men could he 
raised. But I would not put the numbers at more than 10,000 nor less 
than 5,000, but, including the New Mexican population, I would not 
think there would be any doubt about raising with certainty 10,000o0r 
15,000 men. In order to accomplish this it would be necessary to send 
an expedition of 2,500 men and retake Arizona and, if possible, New 
Mexico. The troops used for this purpose could be returned to Texas 
So soon as the forces raised could be organized for holding the Terri- 
tories. This plan for recruiting when I was in command of Arizona 
was perfectly feasible, and I know of no reason why it might not be 
accomplished now. 

Another field for recruiting would be Mexico: I know of many 
Californians, New Mexicans, and Arizonians who would not hesitate 
to join a force to recapture those Territories who would not join the 
Confederate Army for the war to serve in Louisiana or Arkansas, 
but who would join for this particular service. 


ild the Government conclude to make the effort for the dou 
ose of retaking the Territories and raising a force, the presen 
ms a favorable time for such a move. The Trans-Mississippi 
artment is comparatively free from the enemy at the present, and 
large proportion of cavalry in that department—the number being 
satly augmented by the forces brought out of Missouri by General 
Price—would indicate that the troops could be spared without incon- 
venience. Should the Government conclude to make such a move as 
[have indicated, I would suggest that a formidable alliance might be 
~ made with the numerous Indian tribes on the route between Missouri 
~ and New Mexico. Those Indians now hostile to Texas and continually 
— committing depredations upon the citizens might, in my opinion, be - 
induced to join us in breaking up the overland travel in that route, 
thus giving us strong assistance and forcing the enemy to use a large 
force in keeping open this route by which to supply the Territories, 
and at the same time relieve the frontier of Texas from the desolating 
war now waged upon them by these hostile tribes, who are incited and 
armed by the enemy to rob and murder our citizens. 
As to the resources of New Mexico and Arizona and their ability 
to sustain the forces sent or raised there I have no question. An 
abundance of wheat, corn, and stock is raised in the country to sub- 
sist any force the Government would send there, except, perhaps, the 
' beef, which can be driven from Texas with great ease. 

I would suggest that the superiority of the grass in that country — 
does away with the necessity for the amount of corn that would be 
required for the same force anywhere else. 

The plan I have submitted is, in my opinion, the surest means of 
obtaining any considerable force and one that would increase our 
army in the Trans-Mississippi Department and enable us to assume the 
offensive instead of the defensive. I cannot do more, in the brief 

space of a letter, than call your attention to this important matter 
and leave for the Government to take such action as it deems best. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JNO. R. BAYLOR. 
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[First indorsement. ] 

= DECEMBER 30, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the President. This 
matter was earnestly commended and pressed on my attention by 
Colonel Harrison during his recent visit to this city, and, through def- 
erence to a request from him as well as due respect to the writer, is 
submitted to you. I fear no resources for such an enterprise can be 
now spared and that existing exigencies demand that, if practicable, 
instead of sending off any forces on a distant expedition on the mere 
contingency of obtaining recruits, all the trans-Mississippi forces at 
command should be either brought over to this side or used to create 

diversion in our favor. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Second indorsement. ] 
JANUARY 5, 1865. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 
it is certainly desirable to secure friendly relations with all the 
tribes on the borders of the Texas, and to make them auxiliary to oper- 
ations against the enemy on the plains might best relieve the people 
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of Texas from their depredations. The treaties made with many of © 
the prairie tribes, if faithfully observed, would in part secure the | 
object suggested within and would facilitate further arrangements. 
The best means would probably be the employment of a battalion of 
the Creeks or the Cherokees, accompanied by a competent agent to 
secure co-operation of the nomadic tribes. The commanding general 
of the Trans-Mississippi Department could best judge of the propriety 
of detaching any portion of his command for the proposed expedition 
into New Mexico and Arizona. We can here decide that if a large 
force would be requisite that it would be impracticable to spare it. 
If it be possible to raise in Mexico and in New Mexico and Arizona a 
number of Southern refugees from California and elsewhere equal to 
the smallest number named, and who would organize themselves for 
service with our armies in the field, it would certainly invoke every — 
feasible effort to accomplish such an end. Colonel Harrison thought 
that could be done and suggested the peculiar capacity of the Hon. 
Mr. Baylor for the service indicated—that of raising the force and 
putting it in service. 

JEFE’N DAVIS. 


[Third indorsement. } 


JANUARY 6, 1865. 


Noted. ‘For inquiry and conference with the honorable Mr. Baylor. 
ASS 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 22, 1864. 
Hon. 8. A. MILLER, 
Chairman, &c.: 


_ The resolution of the Senate to which you have called my atten- 

tion directs that the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to 
inquire and report what additional legislation (if any) is needed to 
secure prompt payment of dues to the Army. . 

The reply of the Quartermaster-General to this resolution correctly 
refers the retardation of the pay of the Army, in a great degree, to 
the delay of this Department in satisfying his requisitions. The 
causes of this delay are also explained by him, but may be made more 
clear and intelligible by the following statement: 

It will be remembered that as a necessary consequence of the 
change made in the currency the Treasury was left without ready 
money on the Ist of April last. A new beginning had to be 
made on that day, and the resources relied upon to meet future 
demands consisted of so much of the new issues of the Treasury 
notes as would remain after the exchange of the old, and of the 
money to arise from the sale of non-taxable bonds. Very little was 
expected from taxation, as the 4 per cent. bonds and certificates were 
made receivable in payment of taxes. Nine months have elapsed 
since the Ist of April, and the current expenditures for that period 
are moderately stated at $486,000,000. In addition it was estimated 
by the late Secretary (report of May 2, 1864, p. 4) that the arrear of 
debt at that date was $75,000,000, making a total of $561,000,000. 

The proposition of new issue applicable to the payment of these de- 
mands upon the principle stated could not be estimated at more than 
$200,000,000, From taxation a further sum was expected of about 
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rge amount—viz, about $311,000, 
bonds and from call loans and paymen 
edness. a: 


otedly caused in a very great degree by the refusal of the Army 
nd creditors generally, during February and March, to receive pay- 
ent in the old issue. After the 1st of April the evil was aggravated 
the unavoidable delay incident to the preparation of the new 
ssues; and on the Ist of July the arrear of debt was at least 
(14,000,000, as stated in my report of November 7 (p. 4). 


3 _ The difficulty of meeting the current expenditures and extinguish- 
ing at the same time the pre-existing debt resulted from the insuffi- 


ciency of the means immediately available, and the payment of the 
- troops insensibly participated in the consequences of the general 
deficiency. A very large proportion of the funds furnished in March 


& for the pay of the Army, being refused by the troops, was returned 
- into the Treasury in April. 


This at once established an arrear of pay for a very large sum. 
During the two succeeding quarters, for the reasons already stated, 
the amount furnished was again inadequate; and though the amount 


_ paid during the present quarter—viz, $35,000,000—has been sufficient 


for the quarter’s pay, the pre-existing arrearages remain undiminished. 

The income tax and the tax on sales for the last quarter of 1864 
are relied on to some extent to meet the payments to the Army. 
Being payable on the 1st day of January, 1865, they are not supposed 
to be receivable in 4 per cent. bonds, this medium of payment being 
limited to ‘‘taxes payable in the year 1864.” Should no change be 
made in the law, the revenue from this source will amount to 
$44,000,000, according to the best estimates to be made, and contrib- 
ute materially to the reduction of the arrear of indebtedness. 

Should this amount be collected as proposed, in Treasury notes, 
and the measures I have had the honor of recommending to Congress 
be adopted, I indulge in the confident belief that the pay of the Army 
will be made hereafter with more punctuality and in a better medium. 

I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Act of the General Assembly of South Carolina. 


AN ACT to repeal all acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the Legislature 
of this State on the subject of furnishing slave labor on the coast and fortifica- 
tions within this State, and otherwise to provide for furnishing such labor. 


_ J. Bet enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives now 
met and sitting in General Assembly and by the authority of the same, 
That in order to furnish the necessary slave labor to work on the coast 
of this State and the fortifications within the limits of the same there 
shall be organized a force consisting of male slaves between the ages 
of eighteen and fifty years, liable, under existing laws, to road duty, 
not exceeding in number at any one time of one-tenth part of said 
slaves, to serve for the term of twelve months from the date of their 
impressment; subject, however, to the right of their respective owners, 
at the expiration of every three months of said term of service, to sub- 
stitute other slaves so liable to road duty in their place, and who, by 


ear of indebtedness existing on the Ist of April was _ 
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such substitution, shall constitute a portion of the wh d for 
as the case may be, from the respective dates of such substitution. 
This force shall be raised by a general impressment throughout the 
whole State whenever His Excellency the Governor may order or direct 
such agent of the State as he may appoint to make such impressment 
under the provisions of this act. But if the impressment of a less 
number than one-tenth would produce should be found to be suffi- 
cient, then the impressment shall be made on the State at large, 
according to one uniform rule of equality, to be prescribed in the 
order of the Governor directing such impressment to be made by the 
State agent; and whatever number greater than ten shall be so pre- 
seribed as a divisor to make the apportionment by, no fraction of slaves, 
either below or above such number selected as a divisor, shall be con- 
sidered or taken into the apportionment unless it is at least one-fifth 
or more of such divisor; and in such cases the-fraction of one-fifth 
shall be taken by requiring the party owning it to furnish one hand 
for two months, with the same right of substitution as in case of 
whole numbers, and the same rule as to fractions shall be observed 
where the number ten is used as the divisor in making the apportion- 
ment. 

* * * * * * * 


XI. If the Confederate Government should make any impressment 
of slave labor over and above what is to be furnished by the provis- 
ions of this act in view of greater emergencies than are contemplated 
in this act, then and in that event the owners of such slaves shall 
have credit as for so much labor furnished for coast duty. 

XII. That all acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the Legis- 


lature of this State on the subject of furnishing labor on the coast or — 


fortifications be and the same are hereby repealed. 
Passed December 23, 1864. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES AND 
MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., December 25, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


My DEAR Sir: I hope you will pardon me for repeating at this 
time the suggestion I have heretofore made of resorting to the volun- 
teer principle to recruit and increase our Army. What I see and 
realize around me so strongly illustrates the correctness of the views 
I have so often and urgently pressed upon the Government upon this 
subject, that Iam constrained again tc urge them even upon unwill- 
ing ears. At the hazard of incurring the criticism that I have not 
been equal to the duty of enforcing the conscript law in Georgia, I 
say to you that you will never get the men into the service who ought 
to be there through the conscript camp. It would require the whole 
Army to enforce the conscript law if the same state of things exists 
throughout the Confederacy as I know is the case in Georgia and 
Alabama, and I may add Tennessee. As much as I regret that such 
are the facts, I state them frankly to you that you may adopt the only 
policy of meeting them. The old organizations can never be filled 
up. ‘Two years of earnest effort have demonstrated the utter imprac- 
ticability of doing it. It is time to give it up, and let the old 
organizations be consolidated. The country cannot afford to consider 


ole of said force, ; 
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rmy you must accept new organizations. If the authority 
S not exist, get Congress to give it. I honestly believe that I 
could raise between 5,000 and 10,000 men in Georgia in a very short 
; if I could announce that the Government would receive compa- 
, battalions, or regiments, and that all men liable to conscription 
were permitted to join them, and those who did not join would still 
be conscribed. The eiiort to conscribe and send men to old organi- 
zations is a failure, and if persisted in will end in a continually 
reducing Army. Of this you may rest assured there does not remain 
-areasonable doubt. 

_ With sincere esteem, yours, truly, 


HOWELL COBB. 


. = ; [First indorsement. ] 
DECEMBER 31, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the President. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement, ] 


Presented to the President in person. He does not coincide with 
General Cobb. For answer. Return. 
al Paaa's tng ok 


Secretary. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ‘ 
Richmond, Va., December 25, 1864. 


Brigadier-General BRANDON, 
Commanding Reserves, Enterprise, Miss.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 5th instant has been received. The 
Department can oppose no objection to the interposition of the courts 
in the determination of questions which properly arise in cases that 
may regularly come before them for adjudication. 

Unfortunately the Confederate States have not organized their 
judiciary so as that questions arising under the Constitution and 
laws of the Confederacy shall be finally settled by their own tribunals, 
nor have they provided that they shall be brought to adjudication, 
exclusively, by their own courts. 

This has compelled the Department to submit to decisions by courts 
that are not under the Constitution the ultimate arbiters of such 
questions. But the Department has not usually regarded the decis- 
ions as authoritative over the question decided, but only in the par- 
ticular cases. It has yielded to the judgment of the court, but not to 
the opinion that might be pronounced as settling all similar cases. 

If the Department had adopted any other rule it would have 
found itself compelled to administer the same law differently in the 
different States; for in different States diverse opinions upon the 
same questions have been more than once expressed by their highest 
courts. 

The act of Congress of February last placed in the service all per- 
sons between seventeen and fifty years of age for military service 
under different circumstances. The reserved classes were designed 
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ion of injustice to meritorious officers who are left without 
is. They must try to get new ones. If you want to fill up — 
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for the defense of the States in which they were to be 
These men were withdrawn from their militia organizatio: 
placed under Confederate control. The act of Congress is cons 
tional and is the supreme law of the land. ae 

The Department has no power to dispense with the execution ofS 


ea. 


this law, or to submit its action under it to the final decision of any 


State tribunal. <5 
The decision of the State courts of Mississippi will be respected in 
any case within the jurisdiction of the court, and the opinion of the ~ 
judge will pe considerately examined in respect to the-cases that are — 
likely to arise, but the Department cannot pledge itself to adopt it as 
the basis of its action. Please send the opinion of the court in the — 
case to be submitted. ~ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
_JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ApJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 306. Richmond, December 27, 1864. 

* * * * * * * : 
X. The following-named persons (disinterested slave-holders) are — 
hereby appointed, under paragraph VIII, General Orders, No. 86, 


. Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, a board for 4 


the appraisement and ascertainment of hire of slaves already im- 
pressed under act of February 17, 1864, and now in service with the © 
Army of Northern Virginia without previous appraisement or ascer- 
tainment of hire, or who may hereafter be impressed or received with- 
out appraisement or special contract: Mr. Turnbull, presiding justice 
of Dinwiddie County, Va.; Maj. E. B. Branch, quartermaster; Capt. A. 
W. Dunn, assistant quartermaster. Surg. O. A. Crenshaw, Provis- 
ional Army, C.8., will act with the board and make a careful medical 
examination of each negro before appraisement. The members of the 
Board and Surgeon Crenshaw will report to Brig. Gen. W. H. Stevens, 
chief engineer Army of Northern Virginia, who will designate the 
time and place of the assembling of the Board. = 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., December 27, 1864. 
Hon. W. T. DortcH, tsk 
C. S. Senate: 

Sir: I have received your letter of the 19th instant presenting the 
following inquiry: 

Is bonded farmer for one farm required to sell the surplus of other farms he 
may own at schedule prices, besides the one designated in the bond? 


I have the honor to state in reply that no question has been pre- 
sented for decision in this Department on this point. The third con- 
dition of the exemption to agriculturists is: 


‘Such person shall further bind himself to sell the marketable surplus of pro- 
visions and grain in hand, and which he may raise from year to year while his 
exemption continues, to the Government or the families of soldiers at prices fixed 
by the commissioners of the State under the impressment act. 
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_ ascertained prices. No reason occurs to the Department for making 


any distinction in the obligations of the two classes in this particular, 


_ and it is probable that Congress designed that they should be the 
_ same. 


The language of the article above quoted as to the owners of plan- 
tations of a specific description bears this interpretation, and the 
Department inclines to the opinion that this is the proper construc- 
tion of the act of Congress. 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
- JAMES A.. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


GRIFFIN, GA., December 27, 1864. 
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States of America, Richmond, Va.: 
DEAR SiR: From a sentiment contained in your speech at Macon, 
in this State, viz, that you read all letters written to you, I am 
emboldened to address this note to you. Unless something is done, 


- and that speedily, too, there will be thousands of the best citizens of 


this State, and heretofore as loyal as any men in the Confederacy, 
that will not care one cent which army is victorious in Georgia. I 
say this with heartfelt sorrow and deep regret. I cannot believe that 
you are fully aware of the true state of things in Middle Georgia. 
Let me enumerate some facts which have been and are yet being 
enacted in the section where I live. 

Since August last there have been thousands of cavalry and wagon 
trains feeding upon our corn-fields, and for which quartermasters and 
officers in command of trains, regiments, battalions, companies, and 
squads have been giving the farmers their receipts, and we were all 
told that those receipts would pay our Government taxes and tithing; 
and though many of those receipts were signed by bonded quarter- 
masters, yet not one of them will be taken by our collector. But 
again: When General Sherman left Atlanta Wheeler’s cavalry com- 
menced their retreat before him, and but a handful of Sherman’s 
men ran W|[heeler’s] whole command down to Griffin, and while 
S[herman’s] army was marching through Fayette, Clayton, Henry, 
and Butts, Wheeler’s cavalry was burning up all the corn and fodder, 
driving off all the stock of the farmers for ten miles on each side of 
the railroad, all of from ten to twenty-five miles to the right and rear 
of Sherman’s forces. Worse than all, the stock of mules and horses 
which General Wheeler’s forces carried off, nine out of ten they have 
appropriated to their own use. In consequence of which there will 
be thousands upon thousands of acres of lands uncultivated the next 
year for the want of plow stock, which has been stolen from them by 
men claiming to act under orders from those high in authority. 
There are hundreds of families that have not one ear of corn left, 
whose husbands are now in the Army, and have been for the last 
three years, and now we are notified that our tithing must be paid. 


- Our corn eaten up, or rather wasted or burnt, our fattin, 
down because too fat to drive, I ask, how can we pay our 
And yet we are threatened with having our lands sold for taxes. 


Our scrip for corn, used by the orders of our generals, will not be — 


taken. 


Again, there is another thing giving great offense. Two days since 


a soldier’s wife wanted to pay her tax, which was $87. She had a cer- 
tificate for $100 for that amount of the old issue which she had 
deposited. The collector refused to give her the change, even in the 
old issue. She then offered the collector the certificate of $100 for 
her tax, which was only $87, and he would not do that. ~The wife of 
the poor soldier had to submit to a shave by one then present of 50 
cents on the dollar upon her certificate and then borrow $37 to pay 
her taxes, paying $137 for her tax of $87 only. Js this law? Can it 
beso? I then protested against it, and I stilldo. If that is the law 
of the Confederacy I do not wonder that there are so many men 
absent from the Army. Once more. How is it that we have certified 


claims upon our Government, past due ten months, and when we 


enter the quartermaster’s office we see placed up conspicuously in 
large letters, ‘‘No funds”? Some of these said quartermasters [who] 
four years ago were not worth the clothes upon their backs are now 
large dealers in lands, negroes, and real estate. I speak of facts. 
Again. How is it, sir, that many of our brave men who fought with 
the immortal Taylor at Buena Vista have been sacrified by drunken 
officers high in command now in Georgia? This I assert is true. 

In conclusion, let me ask you what is to become of the families of 
our soldiers whose corn has been destroyed? I know of one man, 


though he has suffered seriously by Wheeler’s robbers, he is now, as 


he has been for three years, selling corn to soldiers’ families for $1.50 
per bushel in the old currency; and Ido hope and pray that Congress 
will pass a law that any man or woman who sells corn for more than 
$2 per bushel and wheat over $3, pork over 20 cents, oats $2, fodder 
$1.50 per hundred pounds—if a man, he shall be sent to the. front, 
and if a woman she shall forfeit $100 for every bushel sold above $2, 
and any merchant or trader that shall sell any article above 400 per 
cent. what that article was worth before the war shall either be sent 
to the front or pay a fine of ten times its value. Such a law would 
send thousands of absent soldiers back to their commands. I have 
not put down aught in malice. That you may know who I am and 
my standing; I refer you to the names found below. 
With a sincere desire and prayer to God that your life may be 

spared for many years, 

I am, very truly, your obedient servant, 

P. A. LAWSON. 


References: His Excellency J. E. Brown, Milledgeville, Ga.; Hon. 
E. A. Nisbet, LL. D., Macon, Gh.; Hon. R. P. Trippe, Forsythe, Ga. ; 
editors Intelligencer, Atlanta, Ga. 


PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, 
CHARLOTTE AND SOUTH CAROLINA RAILROAD, 
Charlotte, N. C., December 27, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
DEAR Sir: The occupation of Savannah by the Federals as well 
as Port Royal, with a portion of the Savannah River, place the 
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ston and Savannah as well as the South Carolina Railroads in 
irreach. The former is occupied and the latter imminently threat- 
d. The urgent necessity of a more interior line has doubtless pre- 
‘Sented itself to yourmind. The Legislature of South Carolina appears 
deeply impressed with the importance of such astep. I presume that 
the resolutions on this subject, unanimously passed a few days since 
_ by it, have been forwarded to you by Governor Magrath. These res- 
_ olutions invite your co-operation in the speedy construction of the 
_ direct road now under way from Columbia to Augusta. You will 

doubtless recollect that I, as president of the Columbia and Augusta — 
-Railroad Company, have invited your attention to the subject on for- 
mer occasions. In my last you gave the authority to detail not exceed- 
ing forty contractors, upon certain conditions. In July and August I 
made afair beginning, and by October we had about 600 hands. Gen- 
: _ eral Orders, No. 77, took off many of our contractors and hands. We 

_ still had increased the number of hands to about 400 when Sherman 

started from Atlanta. The military authorities at Augusta took about 
300 of them to fortify that city. These contractors, being from Georgia, 
returned with their slaves to their homes after being discharged at 

_ Augusta. We still have between 500 and 600 hands at work, and are 

adding to the force every week. ® 

é The great difficulty has been in getting contractors exempt or defi- 

-  nitely detailed since Order No. 77. I have not exceeding eight or 
nine contractors now detailed. The others are exempt from other 
causes or over age. If the Department can definitely and absolutely 
detail or exempt not exceeding sixty contractors, I think I can get 
from 1,500 to 2,000 slaves on the work, and havea portion of both 
ends of the line ready for the rails by April, and grade the remainder 
as fast as the track could be laid. Some of the iron would be to haul 

) one mile and a half at this terminus until the bridge across the Con- 
garee near Columbia could be finished. The distance from Columbia 
to Augusta by the line adopted is seventy-nine miles, but we propose 
to conneet with the South Carolina Railroad at Graniteville, ten miles 
this side of Augusta, and cross the Savannah at Augusta on the 
bridge of that road. This would leave only sixty-nine miles of road 
to construct for Government purposes. The great desire of this com- 
pany nowis to subserve the military purposes of the Government, and 
with a view of pressing the work vigorously it would respectfully 
request that the War Department would authorize the detail or exemp- 
tion while at work of not exceeding sixty contractors and laborers. 

I believe a lesser number will answer, as I require every grading con- 
tractor to bring not less than twenty-five hands. Give the compauy 
the right to subsistence and clothing for hands at Government prices, 
with the privilege of transportation of all supplies on the railroads 
second only to military transportation. With these privileges granted 
the Government will bring a large amount of private capital to the 
vigorous prosecution of the work. But contractors must be exempt 
from being impressed into the Army and their slaves from coast de- 
fenses, when practicable. The hands can be had now if the authority 
with the privilege of providing for them is granted. The Government 
will have to provide the iron, chairs, and spikes, and can lay it down 
on the track should you deem it best. If in our disasters we should 
be unable to save the iron of the Charleston and Savannah, or that 
portion of the South Carolina Railroad iron below or south of Branch- 
ville, the rails of the Union and Spartanburg Railroad, seventy-five 
miles long, would be more than sufficient to lay the entire track of 


the Columbia and Augusta Railroad. I h en pleas 
riedly submit these views as information to you in conne 
the resolutions which I presume the Governor has forwarded t 
and to offer the ready co-operation of the company to the policy of 


the Government, while ; 


I ery truly, &c. 
am, very y ? WM. JOHNSTON, 


President. 

P. S.—In the absence of my clerk you will excuse the manner of © 
this. Se 
Wide 


[First indorsement. | 
JANUARY 1, 1865. 
Engineer Bureau for consideration and report. 
- J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Second indorsement. } 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
January 2, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. = 
In consideration of the great exposure of the railroads passing 
through Branchville, 8. C., I think every assistance consistent with 
other interests should be given by the Government in aid of the direct 
line of road between Columbia and Hamburg. The details (sixty 
men) asked for by President Johnston should, in my opinion, be 
granted at once. Facilities for transporting materials over adjacent 
railroads should also be extended to the company, and this can best 
be done by putting them on the same footing as Government freights. 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief Engineer Bureau. 


[DECEMBER 28, 1864.—For Mallory to Vance and resulting corre- 
spondence, in relation to ‘‘coals of the steamer Advance,” see message 
of the President, February 3, 1865, p. 1055, post. | 


RICHMOND, VaA., December 28, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: Please have inquiry made so as to ascertain the number 
of men turned over for field service under the operation of General 
Orders, No. 82, designating the place from which and the officer by 
whom the men were turned over; to what command they were sent; 
whether they were subsequently detailed, and, so far as can be ascer- ~ 
tained, whether they are now serving in the field. The heads of 
bureaus from the posts of which these men were drawn can probably 
furnish you aid in obtaining this information. 

Very respectfully and truly, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF ‘AMERICA, Post-OFFICE DEPT., 
Richmond, December 29, 1864. 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT: 
The inclosed letter was addressed to General Ewell instead of send- 
ing him a list of clerks to be redetailed. He, as will be seen from 


E spectfully eall Your Excellency’s attention to the facts disclosed 
in my letter to General Ewell and to the necessity of some action 
ch will put an end to this anomalous condition of things which is 
alyzing the Department for the want of a few men, indispensable 
account of their skill and experience, and subjecting the heads 
_ of departments to the control of military officers of any grade whomay ° 
have to act on their applications for the detail of their own clerks, 
and subjecting them to the receipt of such suggestions as that con- 
tained in the last paragraph of General Ewell’s indorsement about 
the employment of ladies. If he had been well informed on the sub- | 
ject on which his advice is volunteered, he would have known that it 
— would not have been more absurd to propose to appoint ladies to per- 

_ form the duties of his staff than to propose that they should perform 
the duties of a number of the officers and clerks of this Department. 
I must also say that with the very few men in this Department 
liable to perform military duty, but who are indispensably necessary - 
to it, no inconsiderable portion of my time for a year past has been 
spent in asking for details and passes and in repeating these requests 

_ every few days or weeks only to have them revoked and then going 
_ over the work of obtaining them again. The policy is most injurious 

_ to the public service, and is embarrassing and degrading to the heads 
of departments who have to submit to it. 

With greatest respect, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster- General. 


Vr oo 


{Indorsement.] 


MARCH 2, 1865. 


Secretary of War for his perusal as stating matters which have 


heretofore been embarrassing. ¢ 
ea ie 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


CIRCULAR. | CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
War Dept., ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., December 28, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. F. GILMER, 
Chief of Engineer Bureau: 

GENERAL: By direction of the Secretary of War the men belonging 
to the Local Defense Troops and now on detailed duty in this city “will 
assemble to-morrow at 10 a. m. at their respective regimental ren- 

- dezvous for the purpose of rejoining their commands in the field. A 
list of the most important, not to exceed one-half of the number from 
each bureau, will be sent to the headquarters of General R. 8. Ewell, 
in this city, which will be detailed and kept on duty. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
INO. W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Respectfully submitted to the Postmaster-General. 
, JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


. 


[Keclesere’ Nek] SRS | 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, POST-OFFICE DEPT., 
— Richmond, Va., December 28, 1864. — 
Lieut. Gen. R. 8S. EWELL, _ 

Headquarters, Richmond, Va.: 3 
GENERAL: Referring to a circular from the Adjutant-General’s 
Office of the 23d instant, which came to hand yesterday, I beg to say 
that the following-named men, clerks in the Richmond city post-office, 
are now in the trenches, Company B, Third Regiment Local Defense 

Troops, to wit: John R. Currie, A. R. Tarborough, D. 8. Cabell, 
James R. Thom, Edwin Pleasants, James , and W. L. Walker. 
The following-named clerks in that office—to wit: William B. Reed, 
P. P. Frayser, R. L. Noel, R. W. Crittenden, J~R. Wilkinson, M. M. 
French, W. H. Crawford, and L. E. Hough—have been allowed to 
remain in it or detailed and returned to it upon my urgent solicita- 
tion, as being clerks of special skill and experience and indispensa- 
bly necessary to keep the city post-office in operation. Without them 
the mails for the Government, for Congress, for the Army, and the © 


country cannot be made up and sent from Richmond or distributed — 


and delivered to those to whom they are due in Richmond. 
Under these circumstances I feel constrained to ask you to allow 
the clerks now detailed in the city post-office to be kept on duty in it. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 
-Postmaster- General. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, POST-OFFICE DEPT., 
Richmond, December 28, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. R. 8. EWELL, 
Headquarters, Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: Referring to the communication of John W. Riely, 
assistant adjutant-general, of the 23d instant, which came to hand 
yesterday, requesting that one-half of the men detailed from the 
Local Defense Troops should be returned to duty in the trenches, I 
beg to say that the following-named clerks of this Department are 
now in the trenches and have been since the 29th of September last, 
to wit, Col. John McAnerney, jr., Sergts. B. F. Perry, F. Wise, Privates 
Samuel Hanson, G. F. Eubank, Edwin Sheppard, and the following- 
named clerks of this Department have been assigned and are now 
performing guard duty in this city, to wit, Lieut. T. P. A. Bibb, com- 
manding guard; Privates J. Newton Lewis, J. N. Clark, B. 8. Howard, 
L. D. Hill, making eleven of the clerks of this Department who have 
for three months past been withdrawn from their appropriate duties, 
to the great injury of the service of the Department. 

The following-named officers and clerks of this Department, to wit, 
Lieut. H. St. George Offutt, chief of Contract Bureau, Post-Office 
Department; Private J. L. Lancaster, principal clerk of Finance 
Bureau, Post-Office Department; Sergt. S. T. MeNair, Privates A. 
G. Cantley, J. 8. Douglas, J. T. Taylor, R. A. Fennell, were absent 
from their important duties here serving in the trenches in Company 
B, Third Regiment Local Defense Troops, for the greater part of the 
last three months, until the Department became so embarrassed for 
the want of their services that on my earnest solicitation made from 
time to time they have been detailed to return to their duties here. 


e y the heads of bureaus for some time pa 
e return of other clerks of this Department to their du 

as indispensably necessary to carry on the business of the 
rtment, but have delayed this request, much to the detriment of 
Service of the Department, on account of the great need of troops 
man the trenches. I must therefore ask that you allow those now 
the Department to remain on duty in it; and even with them I am 
greatly embarrassed in the effort to discharge my duties in the 
absence of the large number of my clerks now in the military service. 
_I ought to add that no one has been appointed to a clerkship in 
this Department who was able to do military service since the’ early 
part of the year 1862, and that fully three-fourths of the clerks of 
_ this Department are either men over fifty years of age, ladies, wounded 
_ and disabled soldiers, or invalids from some other cause; and fully 
one-half of them who belong to the Local Defense Troops are either 
isabled soldiers or invalids from other causes. 

The few who are really able to do military duty are men who have 
been in the Department from the time of its organization in 1861, and 
nearly all of those had resigned positions in the Post-Office Depart- 
t ment at Washington to accept service in and to contribute their skill 
- and experience to the postal service of the Confederacy. When the 
_ local defense organization was gotten up it was understood that the 
_ clerks and officers who joined it were only to be called out on special 
_ emergencies, and no one contemplated that they were'to constitute, 

as they have since last spring, a part of the Army, and to be with- 
drawn for months at a time from their proper and necessary duties. 

I would not trouble you with a statement of these facts but for the 
reason that they show that the policy being pursued with reference to 
the clerks of the departments is operating most injuriously to them, 
and should be changed or their usefulness must be destroyed. 

If it is determined to make soldiers of the clerks and to deprive 
the departments of their skill and experience, this should be done, 
and the departments should know that they must do the best they can 
without them, and thus avoid paying them their salaries as clerks 
while using them as soldiers. If not, they should be allowed to con- 
tinue in the performance of their duties, unless when called out for a 
few days at a time to take their part-in any pending battle. It is to 
be remembered, too, that the departments—at least this one—can, 
under the law, appoint but a limited number of clerks. It has no 
authority, therefore, to make other appointments in lieu of those sent 
to the trenches, and the business must in consequence remain unat- 
tended to. 

I hope you will allow those now in this Department to remain, as I 
cannot go on without them; and I hope it will be found practicable 
soon to return the other clerks to their duties in the Department. 
All the clerks I have named above, whether in the trenches.or in the 
Department, have been, on my application, permanently detailed by 
the Secretary of War, under General Orders, No. 77, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office. 

Very-respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN H. REAGAN, 
Postmaster- General. 


_ [Indorsement.] 


: HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, : 
Richmond, December 29, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to honorable Mr. Reagan. 

This is a subject over which I have no control. These troops are 
turned out by order of the Secretary of War on account of the emer- 
gencies in the front, and the application should go to him. I would 
observe, however, that I have frequent applications from ladies, who 
are well recommended and in great want, and are apparently well — 
fitted for clerical duty. 

R. S. EWEBL, 
Lieutenant- General. 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, . 
Richmond, December 29, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: . 4 

Str: I have the honor to hand you, as requested, a statement show- | 
ing the amount of unpaid requisitions for funds made by this depart- _ 
ment and now in the Treasury Department, and-of those made but 
which have not yet reached that Department, viz: 


In Treasury Department awaiting signature ___---..---.----.--- $108, 300, 700. 84 

Issued from this office and between War Department and the 
Treasury oa ee sn See ee ee 20, 059, 884. 03 
Total 222 Sie ae ee 128, 360, 584. 87 


Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE DEPT., 
Richmond, December 29, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: In reply to your inquiry I have to report that the unpaid 
requisitions of this Bureau amount to $34,002,684.65. The debt of 
the Bureau is largely in excess of the requisitions issued, for the fol- 
lowing reasons, viz: No estimates have been received from several 
districts for November and December, and in nearly every district the 
estimates for December will fall short, from the fact that officers are 
now paying vicinage appraisement prices instead of schedule rates 
for all subsistence delivered prior to Ist of February, 1865. Requisi- 
tions for the full amount of the indebtedness of some officers have 
not been issued, because it was known that the Treasury would not 
meet them. For example, the indebtedness in the State of Georgia 
is $12,000,000 or $13,000,000, of which there are requisitions for only 
about $7,000,000. In response to an inquiry from the War Depart- 
ment, $12,500,000 of the appropriation for the Subsistence Bureau 
was appropriated for the Trans-Mississippi Department, and Maj. 
W. B. Blair, chief commissary of subsistence for that department 
was designated as the officer to draw for that amount. The Treasury 


rvant, 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


Pinel. =< = 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Baa Richmond, Va., December 29, 1864. 

Hon. G. A. TRENHOLM, ee 
F Secretary of the Treasury : — 
Sir: [have examined the paper of General E. Kirby Smith, referred 

by you the 23d instant, in which the indebtedness of the Trans- 
Mississippi Department is approximately stated for the year ending 
September 30, 1864, at $60,333,099. He includes under the title of 
amounts due $20,277,465, and from estimate $40,055,634. To this 
amount is to be added the debts contracted since that date. A por- 

tion of this sum has been remitted, but it is supposed that the debt 

is quite as large now or larger than it was September 30, ultimo. 


The requisitions of the Quartermaster-General, unanswered, 


Beecow amount to the sum-0f-=.02. 2222222202 +--------s2---2-- $128, 360, 584. 87 
- Those of the Commissary-General ____-_.-.__-.--_---.----___--- 34, 002, 684. 65 
metho Ordnance.service is in arrears.._-.-:-1.2_-..---:.-.--2--=2-- 5, 640, 388. 00 —— 
| The Medical service is in arrears -..___.--.--------------------- 3, 090, 333. 00 
_ The Engineer service is in arrears, exclusive of trans-Mississippi-_ 5, 000, 000. 00 
ri mnoeNitberand Minine service: =~... =>... =. --cc-e---- 2s, = --- 5, 600, 000. 00 


: The Department is constantly importuned for the payment of money 
- due for necessary supplies which have already been furnished, and is 
constantly advised that supplies cannot be obtained for the want of 
_ the requisite funds. Its whole service is in a fair way to perish from 
_ inanition. 

I am satisfied that the discredit of the Government has arisen, in a 
measure, from the delay that has been made in the liquidation of these 
pressing, urgent, and meritorious claims. I am aware of the many 
strong considerations that induce a restriction of issue as far as prac- 
ticable; but I venture to suggest that the currency itself probably 
suffers more discredit from the failure to meet the engagements of 
the Government than could result from inflation by the issue neces- 
sary to redeem them. 

You can seareely realize to what extent the inability or failure to 
meet the obligations of the Department has been prolific of mischief. 
It has been the occasion or excuse for desertion, marauding, sale of 
clothing and equipments among soldiers; it has prevented the accu- 
mulation of supplies; it has affected the efficiency of transportation; 

~ it has produced carelessness or indifference among contractors; offi- 
cers are resentful, and soldiers reckless, discontented, and suffering. 

Most seriously apprehensive that unless the indebtedness of this 
Department now existing can be provided for without delay, that its 
operations cannot, with daily increasing obstructions, embarrassments, 
and antagonisms among the people themselves be carried on, I am 
constrained to invoke your earnest attention to the subject, and to 
urge the immediate application of all practicable measures of relief. 

Very truly, yours, — 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


976 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. i 


Ox¥FORD, Miss., December 29, 1864. 
Hon. J. W. C. WATSON: 

My Dear Str: I redeem a promise made you some time since. 
In the discharge of my duties in the Inspector-General’s Department 
I have been brought immediately in contact with most of the abuses. 
and grievances herein mentioned, and I therefore speak with some 
knowledge and confidence. I regard the conscript department in 
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi as almost worthless. I believe it 
the officers and men engaged in it were sent to the field more strength 
would be added to the Army than will probably be afforded by the 
-conscripts who will be sent forward. In this State, for the past five 
months, only 235 men between eighteen and forty-five years have 
been started to the field, and if the desertions from this number were 
_in proportion to those from the officers and camps of instruction, not 
a company is in the Army. It is true that 537 were conscripted of 
this class, but 302 of them deserted before starting from the State. 
A want of efficiency and energy is everywhere perceptible. I fear 
that medical boards have in many instances done disservice to the 
cause. The Board at Brookhaven, Miss., from April to October last, 
examined 1,125 men, and of these discharged 807 (over 70 per cent.) 
as unfit for any duty. 

The details made by the department are very numerous and are 
very inaccurately reported. In repeated instances I find that district 
enrolling officers, and in some instances county officers, have made 
details which have not been reported to the commandant of con- 
seripts. As a matter of course, the reports made to Richmond are 
very inaccurate. These defects exist also in Georgia and Alabama. 
One defect exists in this State which is not found in them. I allude 
to the number of State exempts reported in this State. That number 
is only 205. We know that each county in this State is entitled to 
five members of the board of police, ten magistrates, ten constables, 
one sheriff, deputy sheriff, probate judge, probate clerk, circuit 
clerk, coroner, tax assessor, tax collector, treasurer; and each county 
is allowed some five poor commissioners. These aggregate over 2,300 
exempts; they are county officers only.. The State officers would 
swell the number to at least 4,000, and yet but 205 were reported. 
This abuse is greater in Georgia, but that State shows in the con- 
script reports; the truth, however discreditable. Mississippi enjoys 
the benefit but avoids the stigma. The Conscript Department claims 
the credit of having sent over 1,000 deserters to their commands 
in the past five months. Many of these voluntarily surrendered 
themselves, still more were mere stragglers overstaying their fur- 
loughs, and others were arrested when on their way to the army. 
Many others were arrested by the State officers or the militia. The 
department is therefore entitled to but little credit on this score. I 
have but barely alluded to some few of the many abuses of this 
department. I believe, too, that the system of conscription is fail- 
ing from want of material on which to operate. I believe that the 
conscript has been conscribed generally. The department might be 
abolished without material injury to the service. You will ask me. if 
such be the fact, how are the ranks of our Army to be filled. 

awe leads me to mention other abuses that are frightful in char- 
acter. 

_ First. The number of deserters is alarmingly large. From a care- 
ful examination on this subject I am prepared to say that the num- 
ber in this State is not less than 7,000. 


— s - : 
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CONFEDERAT ORITIES. 


Kvery post is full of -them.' The Quartermaster, Commissary, 
_ Ordnance, Medical, and Post Departments are full even to repletion. 
These details are generally young and healthy. I have been ordered 
_to send this class to the Army. How ean I effect it? I approach a 
detail to every appearance sound, and he thrusts into my face a 
certificate of disability. The disease is occult, the name scarcely 
known to me. He looks strong enough to brain an ox with his 
_ knuckle and eat him afterward. I have the prima facie evidence of 
_ my senses against the prima facie evidence furnished by the certifi- 
cates. I can act earnestly, but I act blindly. I have asked for a 
medical officer to accompany me in the discharge of this duty. My 
request has not been granted. I believe the medical profession as 
free from corruption as any other officers. The improvement in this 
- department has been wonderful during the past two years. Still they 
are human. It is an erroneous policy to force the question of fitness 
of details at a post upon the surgeons there. They are dependent 
upon the quartermaster there for home, office, fire, pay, clothing, and 
transportation, and receive from the commissary the food that feeds 
them. They would be less or more than human could they listen 
without prejudice to the petition of these officers for details, backed 
_ by assurances that they know the subject to be suffering from nearly 
“every ill that flesh is heir to.” I could correct the evil could I see 
through the eyes of an intelligent physician not subject to these 
influences. 

‘Third. Large numbers of supernumerary and unnecessary officers 
are found everywhere. Posts are created for them to fill. Each 
little town in the State has its commandant of post, its conscript 
officer, its adjutants, its guards; in a word, its little army around it. 
One of these officers could perform the duty of the whole. Send off 
the others, and more than a regiment of troops will be added to the 

_ Army from this source in this State alone. When an officer becomes 
wholly worthless in the front he is sent as a curse to fill some post in 
the rear. 

For a time, as you know, I filled the position of adjutant-general 
for one of our armies. Necessity compelled the consolidation of 
regiments occasionally. Whenever this occurred, I sent for the 
commanding officers, and selecting the best of their subordinates for 
the field, I scattered the worst to the rear. They could not be forced 
into the ranks; to permit them to remain with the Army was only to 
retain a class who could cause mischief in producing discontent at 
orders which circumstances rendered imperative. They are wander- 
ing through the land, worthless to the country and reflecting discredit 
on the service. Send them to the ranks. Displace young, healthy, 
lazy quartermasters and commissaries by disabled officers in the field. 

Fourth. There is another great evil in all the States. Congress has 
passed severe laws against the employment of able men by quarter- 
masters and commissaries. This law is evaded not only by false cer- 
tificates of disability, but by equally false certificates on the part of 
officers that these employés are indispensably necessary to them, and 
details are thereupon made by the Secretary of War. The number of 
these details is very large, and the facility with which these certifi- 
cates are given is wonderful. I have seen many disabled officers and 
privates well qualified to discharge these duties refused employment 
to screen a useless favorite from the field. These are some of the 
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ond. The number of skulkers under details is also very large. y 4 : 


evils of the service. They must be corrected or I fear the loss of our 
cause. Pardon me a single suggestion as to the remedy. Consolidate 
your regiments in the field. Place them in the Confederate Army. 
Force the supernumerary officers not specially marked for merit into 
your corps élite. Send some of peculiar merit to fill the important 
posts in the rear. Repeal all exemptions, and let other meritorious 
officers be sent home to organize and then command new companies 
to be raised from this class. Place these in the Confederate Army. 
The soldiers in the field will thus be thrown with their old companions 
in arms, and the new troops from home will fight by the side of their 
friends from home. Take hold of the militia; organizeit; make it 
your conscript arm. Offer to each of its members a limited furlough 
for every deserter he may arrest. I believe you can thus call into 
service the military strength of the nation. Let.the men and officers 
who have been disabled in the field become your civil officers, your 
overseers, your quartermasters and commissaries in the rear. I 
believe there are this day in Mississippi alone a sufficient number of 
deserters, skulkers, idle officers, improper details, and useless exempts 
to give victory to any army to which they are sent. I have served 
since the first day of this war; am beyond conscript age; am partially | 
disabled; but I will cheerfully resign my commission and once more 
seek the ranks with these men; but should it be my lot in any way to 
lead, I will place them where some acquaintance with the smell of 
powder will be added to their knowledge. 

I beg leave to allude to one or two subjects disconnected with the 
Army. Our taxes are heavy, but I do not think unnecessarily so. 
The burthen is certainly an unusual one. Nothing should be done to 
make it odious to the citizen, and yet I fear some regulations are — 
making it so. Those holding the 4 per cent. certificates complain 
that the Government, as far as possible, discredits them. Fractions of 
hundreds cannot be paid with them. I saw a widow lady-a few days 
since offer to pay her taxes of $1,271.31 with a certificate of $1,300. 
The tax-gatherer refused to pay her the change of $28.69. She then 
offered the whole certificate for the taxes. This was refused. This 
apparent injustice touched her far more than the amount of the 
taxes. 

Again. Many of our planters have been able to raise but a small 
surplus. ‘hey have cheerfully sold the surplus to the Government 
and have been compelled to take certificates of indebtedness. The 
Government will not pay them and refuses to receive them in pay- 
ment of taxes. The planter has no money, and his property must be 
sold. He throws the certificate first on the market, and they can be 
purchased in many places at a discount of 75 per cent. _The people 
complain of their Government as oppressing them, not so much by 
what it requires as the manner of making the requisition and of its 
refusal to pay a class of its debts that were contracted for currency. 

Again. Portions of this and other States have been repeatedly 
overrun by the foe. Secarcely half our planters have had the ability 
to till the soil. 

In this and the northern tier of counties of this State sufficient food 
is not found for the home population. The tithes are being paid. Do 
not remove them from these counties, else starvation will be literally 
thrust on our people. Sell the tithes to the county police (?). This 
would be an act not only of justice but of mercy. 

Pardon this long letter. Your position gives you a voice in the 
correction of abuses, and I know your patriotism will prompt you to | 


_ eee 


power of promoting the efficiency of the sy 


é ppiness ‘of our people. . 


of am, dear sir, truly, your friend, 


[Indorsement.] 


MARCH 28, 1865. 


Becton to the a vanihieent General, whose attention is “in ieee called 
o the statements made within, and which are probably more specific- 


ally set forth in ne inspection reports of this officer. 


A Be OF 


COLUMBIA, 8. C., December 29, 1864. 


‘Mr. SEDDON: 


My Dear Sir: I inclose yOu: two acts of the Legislature of South 


Carolina.* ‘The exemption act, you perceive, is intended and will 


have the effect to nullify the existing law of Congress and to forestall 
any future legislation of Co ongress looking to citizens of South Caro- 


lina for an increase of the Arn my, except by express permission of the 


Governor of the State. The slave-labor act is also intended, and has 


the effect, to prevent the accession of one slave to the Confederate 


service as a contribution to the public defense. By comparing these 


two acts with the act of Congress, the general orders, and your instruc- 


tions, you will at once detect the purpose to contravene Confederate 
action in the matter. This legislation is an explicit declaration that 


_ this State does not intend to contribute another soldier or slave to the 
public defense, except on such terms as may be dictated by her authori- 
‘ties. The example will speedily be followed by North Carolina and 


Georgia, the Executives of those States having already assumed the 
position. Alabama and Mississippi will follow, and it will not now 
need General Bragg’s and General Kemper’s military conscription to 
drive the people and the States to resume their own defense. The folly 
and wickedness of Governors Brown and Vance, and the Legislature 
of South Carolina have done that already which military conscription 
would have effected before March—disintegrated the Confederacy. 
They have saved the Confederacy the shame of -an idiotic suicide. 
With no enrolling officers, and the reserves in the field, I must do 
with conscription and its cognates what General Taylor proposed to 
do to keep Captain Bragg from running away from Buena Vista— 
**Colonel Bliss and myself will re-enforce you.” Captain Duffield and 
myself will try to carry on the recruiting and furnishing labor to the 
Army. It is a matter of pain to me that the first treason to the Con- 
federate States in the form of law has been perpetrated in South Caro- 
lina. I believe it has been thrust on the Lagislature by designing 
knaves, but I have no hope that the Governor will or can administer 
these laws in any other spirit than that in which they were designed. 
Pardon the freedom of an unofficial note. 
Most respectfully and truly, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. PRESTON. 


* For inclosure No. 1 (here omitted), see Series I, Vol. XLIV, p. 981. 


i. W. WALTER. _ 


ee 


~ 


aon 
Fe teriien, be 
sg) 


980 — _. + CORRESPONDENCE, 
[Inclosure No. 2.] F : 


The following is the exemption act passed at the recent session of | 
the South Carolina Legislature: 


AN AOT to authorize the Governor to require the exemption of certain State officers and other 
persons from Confederate service. : 


SroTion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, now met 
and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority of the same, That the Gov- 
ernor be, and is hereby, authorized and required to claim the exemption from 
Confederate military service of the officers and members of both branches of the 
General Assembly of this State, and the following State officers, to wit: Lieuten- 
ant-governor, judges of the courts of law and equity, attorney-general and solici- 
tors, secretary of state, comptroller-general, state auditor and two assistants, 
treasurers of the upper and lower division, adjutant and inspector general and 
one assistant, quartermaster-general, commissary-general, state engineer and 
one assistant, aides-de-camp to the Governor (not to exceed one to each militia 
brigade), private secretary of the Governor and his clerk, sheriffs, clerks of the 
court, ordinaries, masters, registers and commissioners in equity, tax collectors, 
president, cashier, book-keeper, and one teller of the bank of the State and each 
of its branches, officers and cadets of the State military academies, professors of 
the South Carolina College, superintendent, physician, and keepers of the lunati 
asylum, and superintendent, steward, and teachers of the Asylum for the Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind. 

Sec. 2. That the Governor be and is hereby authorized, if the same be in his 
judgment necessary, and under such regulations as he may prescribe, to require 
the exemption of the following State officers and other persons, to wit: Members 
of the Board for the Relief of Soldiers’ Families (who are over forty-five years of 
age), president, cashier, book-keeper, and one teller now in the employment of 
each of the several banks in the State, the presidents and treasurers now in the 
employment of the two savings institutions in the State, such deputy sheriffs as 
may be indispensable to the execution of the laws of the State (not to exceed one 
in each judicial district), State agent for the supply of slave labor, one editor for 
each newspaper being published at the time of the passage of this act, and such - 
printers and pressmen as said editor may :ertify upon oath to be indispensable to 
the publication of said newspaper; the public printer of the State government, 
and such journeyman printers as said public printer shall certify upon oath to be 
indispensable to the public printing; the chief of the South Carolina Hospital 
Bureau at Richmond and his assistant, the officers and members of the police and 
fire departments of Charleston and Columbia, and such artisans, méchanics, and 
persons of scientific skill, and other employés as may be indispensable to the 
carrying on of themanufactories and public works belonging to the State; the 
professors and teachers of all incorporated colleges in the State; every minister 
of religion authorized to preach according to the rules of his church, and who 
was, on the Ist day of May, 1861, and at the passage of this act, shall be regularly 
peprered in the discharge of his ministerial duties, and is not engaged in any 

raiic. 2 va 

_ Sec. 8. That for the proper police of the country the Governor is hereby author- 
ized, under such regulations as he may prescribe, to require the exemption from 
Confederate military service of such persons as he may adjudge indispensable for 
the government of the slaves, and the protection of the citizens and property of the 
State: Provided, That such exemptions shall not exceed in any’district one for 
every two hundred slaves in said district: And provided further, That the rights 
of overseers now having both Confederate and State exemptions shall not be 
changed nor altered by the provisions of this act, nor shall such persons beincluded 
in the estimate of the above proviso. 

Sec. 4. That all officers and persons who shall be so required by the Governor, 
pursuant to the provisions of this act, be, and they are hereby, declared exempt 
from Confederate military service during the period for which their exemption 
shall be so claimed. : 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 


Richmond, Va., December 29, 1864. 
Tion. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: I have the honor to state that the -laims against the Engi- 
neer Department will, at the close of the present month, amount to 


_ co > re 
10 “his does not include the Trans-Mississippi Departmer oe 
will increase it to $7,000,000. = 
© above information is derived from the requisitions awaiti 
action of the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, and the pro- 
‘posed operations of officers who have not submitted their estimates — 
r the month of December. It is therefore only approximate, but as 
- near as can be ascertained at present. a : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J.-F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Bureau. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, NITER AND MINING BUREAU, 
“a8 Richmond, December 29, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War: 
Str: I have the honor to report that the sum of $5,600,000 will be 
necessary to meet arrearages due by this department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD MORTON, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


: CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ; 
E Richmond, Va., December 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL COBB: 

GENERAL: Permit me to urge your special attention to the enforce- 
ment of conscription in your State. I fear that the withdrawal of 
Colonel Browne for the command of the local brigade, operating now 
‘in South Carolina, may cause some relaxation of effort on the part of 
enrolling officers in your State. since the supervision of them and of 
the details of the conscript service has, I presume, been for some 
months past mainly exercised by him. I know that you have many 
other arduous duties, espécially under the present circumstances 
of the war and its recent ravages in Georgia, but there are really 
none of such immediate and vital importance as those which min- 
ister to the recruitment of our armies. The President takes a 
special interest on this subject, and shares a belief common with 
many that considerable numbers of men liable to conscription have 
not yet been reached by its operation in your State. I hope this may 
prove correct, and that through your efficient efforts they may be 
speedily placed in the field, where they are so much wanted. 

I should be pleased to have your views as to the prospects from this 
quarter, as likewise your counsel as to any other possible mode of 
recruiting our armies. Soldiers are our greatest necessity. What is 
your opinion as to the practicability and policy of employing negroes 
as soldiers; and if to be resorted to, should they be held as slaves, be 
promised emancipation, or be at once freed? This is a question of 
the gravest import in every aspect, and the opinions of one whose 
judgment is so justly valued would be highly appreciated by, 

Yours, truly, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


982 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.  . 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Apst. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
No. 3809. { Richmond, December 80, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XXXIII. The followingschedule of prices for articles named therein, 
adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law for the State of 
Virginia, are published for the information of all concerned, and the 
special attention of officers and agents of the Government is directed 
thereto: 

RiIcHMOND, VA., December 3, 1864. 
Hon. James A. SEDDON: ' 


Sir: Upon consultation we have concluded to readopt for December and Jan- 
uary our last schedules for October and November, thus continuing the same 
rates, with a few exceptions, relative to the prices to be paid for hired negro 
laborers. These changes will be found in Schedule B.. The policy you proposed 
for impressing from producers only one-half of their -surplus productions is _ 
eminently proper, and all impressing officers should scrupulously observe the rule 
and never go beyond it. If this rule is strictly adhered to by impressing officers 
it would greatly benefit the non-producers and tend to reconcile the producing 
classes to whatever appeared harsh in our system of impressments, for they would 
have one-half or their surplus productions to dispose of at neighborhood market 
rates. 

As requested by your Department, we conferred with commissioners of North 
Carolina, and had the good fortune to adjust prices upon a basis calculated to 
harmonize the leading interest of both States. The just and enlightened views 
entertained by the North Carolina commissioners were practically illustrated by 
the liberal spirit and wise terms upon which they agreed to co-operate with us. 
In this revolutionary crisis we should all agree to aid each other and the Govern- 
ment. To rescue the country and save the people from the dangers that environ 
both is clearly the duty of all. Our honor, rights, and independence are at stake. 
Let us bend all our energies to defend and secure them. Toattain thisinvaluable 
end the people must be fed and clothed. Our producers, manufacturers, and - 
tradesmen certainly can afford to work for moderate compensation while our gal- 
lant soldiers dare to confront our savage adversaries in their defense. Certainly 
if our brave men throw their protecting arms around our family altars and gal- 
lantly defend their country for a sum too insignificant to mention, those who 
remain at home enjoying the benefit of their valor can afford to feed them and 
their families on the most moderate terms. The question should be, How little 
will you ask or take for your productions? Fidelity to all the best interests of 
our country points to tne observance of this maxim as the’ best test of our charity 
and patriotism. Let the watchword be everything for our country and away 
with money-making. In this final and desperate struggle for liberty beware lest 
in hoarding up money and neglecting the cause of the people you exchange your 
birthright for a mess of pottage. Believing that our cause appeals to all parties 
and interests alike, we trust the people will unite and act in concert in achieving 
our independence. What we will to do wecan accomplish. United we are invin- 
cible—triumphant, what a glorious destiny opens to our yiew; conquered, how 
abject and forlorn our condition. Who, under existing circumstances, is not 
willing to sacrifice a few paper dollars to gain the most enviable victory that 
civilization ever witnessed ? 

Entertaining the conviction that the popular mind is favorable to every effort 
calculated to advance the success of our cause, we venture to place before you the 
annexed schedules of prices for the months of December and January, which, 
though imperfect, because there are so many and such varied views and interests 
to harmonize, yet we indulge the hope may be properly received by the people. 

_ The following prices are to be the maximum rates to be paid for the articles 
impressed in all cities and the usual place of sale, and when impressed on the 
farms or elsewhere the same prices are to be paid. 

_ Under existing circumstances we deem it not only just, but most likely to favor 
increased production, that producers in future should not be required to transport 
their surplus productions when impressed, but that the agents of the Government 
should impress or employ the neighborhood or county wagons and teams to haul 
such articles and so divide the work between the owners of wagons and teams as 
to be least prejudicial to those successfully engaged in agriculture. 


a - 


a Bacon .--- 


Hay, baled 
i Pe 


| Ship stuff. 


First Arete ae 
Fair or merino. . 


Dated apples. 


Hay, unbaled 
Sheaf oats, baled ... 
Sheatf oats, unbaled. 
Blade fodder, baled - 
Blade fodder, un- 
baled. 
Shucks, baled ......}. 
Shucks, unbaled. .-. 
Wheat straw, baled.) 
Wheat straw, un- 
baled. 


First rate 
Good 
PSUperior. ...-- 
First rate 


Bloom iron...--.---. 
Smith's iron =-----.- 
Railroad iron 
Ae So5eSanaseece 


Good 


Sheep 
(oe woolen cloth, 
3-4 sort: 


Artillery, &¢. 
Washed 
Unwashed .- 


or clover .. 


Orchard or herd 


Manufactured 
No. 1 quality....--.- 
No. 2 qualit 
No.3 quality-....--- 


Does 
Gross weight..-...-. 


do 
-| Per bushel of 50 pounds. 


Quantity. 


Per bushel of 60 pounds. 


Per Pasha of 56 pounds. 
Per bushel of 50 pounds. 
Per bushel of 56 pounds. 
Per bushel of 32 pounds-| 
Per bushel of 17 pounds. 

Per bushel of 22 pounds. 
Per bushel of 28 pounds. 

Per bushel of 87 pounds. 
Per und 


Per ae 


Per pound 
do 


meron Onan 

Per pound . 2 
Per'gallon<-eeepeiesse ses 
Per pound 


Per ton 


Per pound net 
Per head 
SPOT EV ALG esc. ascs- = 


a Pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


2 


Per peer of 196 pounds. 


Meets ae per head - 
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ScuEpULE A—Continued. — 


No. Article. Quality. Description. 
72 | Flannels, 3-4.......-| Good ......-.-.- 6 ounces per yard... 
73 | Cotton shirtings, 3-4]. -..- do .....---:.| 44 yards to pound... 
74 | Cotton shirtings, 7-8]--..- GO cnise setsineis 83 yards to pound. 
75 | Cotton sheetings,4-4|....- AO serene a 3 yards to pound. - 
76 | Osnaburgs, 3-4..-.-.|--..- CONS Some sar 6 ounces per yard. 
77 | Osnaburgs, 7-8..---.|----- do .. .| 8 ounces per yard... 


78 | Osnaburg tent cloths). --.- do .- 10 ounces per yard. . 


-| Per pair-. 
-| Per pound 
«| (POF Pair. a= sse-s cine sail 


80 | Army shoes ......-- 
81 | Shoe thread .--...... E 
82 | Wool socks, for men |}. 
83 | Corn-top fodder, 


baled. 
g4 | Corn-top fodder, 
unbaled. 
85 | Wheat chaff, baled... 
86 | Wheat chaff, un- 
haled. me 
87 | Sorghum molasses..| First quality ...|.-......-------.------ Per gallon 
88 | Pasturage for sheep-| Good .----.....- AMGOLION ocean wasanin Per head <2 ens nearer 
89 |.-.-.. Gtesseeasematae Superior........|----- CSSA ESSA Loe Eee i 
UE Sete Gir aecewer eae First rate. s<<5-\2-22 ieee See) eae OO. ts acesne hee eee 
912| Apple brandy -.....|--.--- .<-tessr-as|en-snabaes~==sinens sine = Per gallon 
SZC ORCRSDLANCY = was 8a ean nen eepin cie'o > | slem wie salen ad ee aed ioe aes es 
93 | Butter......---.---- Good se eae arleecase> chee ene Per pound 


aOn the above enumerated cotton cloths pro rata as to greater or less width or weight. 


In assessing the value of first-class artillery and wagon horses and mules at 
$800, we designed that the terms should be accepted and acted upon according to 
its obvious common-sense import. In other words, that they should be selected 
and then impressed accordingly as their working qualities and adaptation to 
army service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a judicious 
purchaser in considering them as coming within the contemplation of the com- ~ 
missioners when they assessed the average value of such horses as the Govern- 
ment needed at $800. But cases might arise, however, when the public exigencies 
would be so urgent as to demand that all horses at hand should be impressed ; 
yet under ordinary circumstances, when family or extra-blooded horses or brood 
mares of admitted high value are impressed, we respectfully suggest to the Sec- 
retary of War to have instructions forwarded to the impressing officers to propose 
and allow the owners to substitute in their stead such strong, sound, and sery- 
iceable horses or mules as shall be considered and valued by competent and dis- 
interested parties as first-class artillery horses or first-class wagon mules. 

The term average value per head is in contradistinction to a fixed and uniform 
price for each horse or mule. We suppose that in impressing a number of horses 
or mules, whether owned by several persons or one individual, that some might 
be estimated at $600, and others at different advanced rates, according to their 
worth, up as high as $1,000, thus making an average value or price for a number 
of good, sound, and efficient horses or mules $800 each. 

In illustration of our views, we will add, that a horse with only one eye sound 
might, in all other respects, be classed _as a first-class artillery horse, yet the loss 
of one eye would justly and considerably curtail his value. Soa horse from ten 
to eighteen years of age might be deemed in all other particulars as a first-class 
artillery horse, but of course, however etficient and able to render good service for 
a year or two, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his-value. 
Any horse, however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery 
horse, must, according to deficiency, fall below the maximum price; and as few 
comparatively come up to the standard, and are therefore entitled to the maxi- 
mum price, so of course in all other instances the price should be proportionately 
reduced, as imperfections place them below the standard of first class, &c. 

The first quality of sorghum molasses is of the consistency of honey and free 
from all acidity to the taste ; but second and inferior qualities of molasses should 
be reduced in price from 10 to 20 per cent. accordingly as they shall fall below the 
standard of first quality. 


a 


ep 
a 


Hire of labor, teams, wagons, and drivers. 


Quantity and time. 
Y Meneceeccseouennre. a0 Sao mec SASSOON Teneo SEE RE Per 100 pounds.... 
‘Shelling and bagging corn; sacks furnished by Government........ Per 56 pounds .... ; 
(va I Pe eee am Siiete fase fetaren or neta a los ain Toteie Sich inte eiaiclesis cms Pic niesalasi3 Per cwt. per mile. - 08 
BELLO PRAM wom croiartista se at eae aleeeteee isch Seen area eG oc cca sues Per eres per 04 
ic : mile 
Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by | Per day-...----.--- 10. 00 
j owner. : Y 
6 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government.........--..--.----|...-. OOkeapinetaceens 5.00 
7 | Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by |..... (i Cok eae ip ae 18.00 | 
owner. 
Hire of same; rations furnished by Government............----.---|----- dO zsuesctccese 6.50 
Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver; rations furnished by |.-.... QO) nance eee 16.00 
owner. 
Hire of same; rations furnished by Government............... Repeat OOpsis sas ees 8. 00 
“Hire of laborer; rations furnished by owner ...-...--..--..---se-ee-|----- 0; SeasGeres ad 5. 00 
12 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government..............-.----|..-.- ieee crear 2.50 
13 | Hire of same; rations and clothing furnished by owner ......-...--- Per month......-. 100,00 
14 | Hire of same; rations and clothing furnished by Government.......|.--.- GO saves Sensis 75, 00 
15 | Hire of teamster; rations furnished by Government ..-..........--.|----- @0ssceaecseeees 75. 00 
‘16 | Hire of laborer; clothing and rations furnished by Government....| Per year-.-.--.--. 500. 00 
17 | Hire of ox-cart, team, and driver; rations furnished by owner....-- Perday-.--------.| 10:00 
18 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government.................2--|----- G@okeeteoangs- ce 5.00 


REVISION OF THE SCHEDULES OF FEBRUARY AND MARCH LAST, 


Since the adoption of our schedulesfor the months of February and March last 
the financial bills passed by Congress, taxing the currency, have seriously impaired 
the value of the old issues of Confederate Treasury notes. At this juncture large 
numbers of horses and mules were impressed and paid for in a currency which 
was a few days thereafter to be taxed 334 per cent. 

The Board of State Commissioners having adjourned, and one of its members 
being out of the State, it could not be convened in time to review our schedule of 
prices. Under this state of facts we have re-examined and rearranged our tariff 
of prices, so far as we have been advised of recent impressments, proposing, in 
this mode, to remedy any diminution of valuation which may have resulted from 
the action of Congress upon the currency. Therefore we assess the average 
value of artillery or wagon horses or mules, impressed since the passage of the 
currency bill of the 17th of February last, at $600. This award will entitle each 
person to receive higher compensation accordingly as each horse or mule recently 
impressed may be considered as being a first, second, or third class artillery or 
wagon horse or mule, whether the parties appeal to our Board or not; and theim- 
pressing officers and agents should forthwith call on all those persons of whom they 
impressed horses or mules and propose a settlement on the foregoing basis, but 
allowing to each person only such prices as first, second, or third class artillery 
or wagon horses or mules may have been estimated at by the local or county 
appraisers, assuming our average appraisement of $600 as a fair medium of valua- 
tion. This, then, would allow a maximum price of $806, and a minimum price of 
$400, making $600 the average price—thus allowing more for first-class horses or 
mules, and proportionately less for the inferior, as they may fall below the grade 
of first class. The county appraisement will be the guide in making these set- 
tlements, but within the limits of our maximum price of $800 and our miniman 
price of $400. This plan, perhaps, would be most satisfactory to the people, for 
whatever price the county appraisers agreed upon should be deemed fair within 
the range of our minimum price of $400 and our maximum price of $800, payment 
of whatever amount awarded to be made in the new issues of Treasury notes. 

The impressing officers in those instances where there were no arbitrators or 
local appraisements for horses or mules impressed should in all such cases them- 
selves re-estimate the value of horses or mules thus impressed, and allow in each 
case such additional compensation as would, within the limits of our schedule 
rates, appear just and proper. But if, after this revaluation and settlement, any 
person should not be satisfied, the party could then appeal to our Board and have 
the case reconsidered. : ; 

All appeals and communications should be addressed, post-paid, Mr. D. K. 
Whitaker, secretary of the Board, box 995, Richmond post-office, Va., and who 
may be consulted at his office in the department of the Quartermaster-General. 


* ees 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


‘The next indotite of the 


: —~. Commissioners for Vi g 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
; JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant. enc General. rs 


: CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ; 
Richmond, Va., December 31, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the Secretary of War to inform yee 
that the Senate has adopted in secret session a resolution inquiring as | 
to the condition of the Army and the probability of recruiting the 
same, and to request that you will confer with him at once relative 
to the response to be made. It is important that the information 
should be furnished as soon as practicable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. E. SHEPHERD. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
Richmond, December 31, 1864. 


Sceretary of War: 


Str: In reply to your inquiry for information as to the means of 
supplying munitions of war, ‘‘confining the answer to the munitions” 
furnished by this Bureau to the cis-Mississippi, I have the honor to 
state, first, as to arms: There are enough arms on hand of a mixed 
character—that is, arms most of which are not as good as those now in 
the hands of troops in the field—to arm and equip some additional 
force. The returns of November, 1864, showed on hand at the 
various arsenals and depots: 


Rifles:of ‘Galtber. 582 5200 so ig ere at = ge ee ee 3, 882 
Rifles of caliber 5425. wee qscmc genset ease a 2,759 
Smooth-bore: muskets 60" as sete scree ee 3, 564 
MIMLOOTH=DOre- MUSIC US go eee ae eee ge eee 636 
All other Infantry AUTOS -a<san beans eae Bk aera rs, Ie a 10, 504 
@arbines... oo 5. <2 SiS 2 co ceeeet a te ale gee eee ee 2, 596 


This amount can be probably increased by 10,000 or 12,000 by a vig- 


orous system of collecting the arms scattered about through the 
country. 


IMPORTATIONS. 


We have hitherto ae no difficulty in importing arms through the’ 
blockaded sea-ports.: The total importations for the year have been: 


Rice: |. ....._._.. Shi. See 

Pistols Seeemeees ce)... ..._.. a Let Seo 18 
eee 1,716 - 

Carbineseemeesetee > 225... _ 2k Pa ee 4,740 


The want of funds necessary to purchase has greatly limited the 


importations of the expiring year. There are probably not more than 
10,000 or 12,000 on the islands awaiting shipment. : 


nate is eachinery enough under the control of this Bureau to 
manufacture 55,000 rifles and carbines per annum, provided a suffi- 
sient mechanical force be employed as follows: 


S Sg 

mite ace 

Armory. 2g Pe 

. Py uw 

Be | BE 

a A 

Be erind EE ent carl alse em aie eon hn oe asa n eee ee neces secs jeeeenes seeee es 25, 000 450 
Pe a Pate ciamericclas Belem e SeeR sins micas aoe S eemie sheen saimenae! 10, 000 250 
Columbia, S. Cc. Spee Ee ae sth ea tieeleaia stats Stole ta Seis SR eee ae eee 4, 000 125 
“Athene, tee eee ia as eset on Seiciel a see anda asim nee as Meta om clea sinters aie -| 10,000 | 250 
-Tallassee, Al la.. Ree hs ASRS RS CIET IS Sass aiothe Jab BSS Soada ust Aas See eae od BBE oeeene ee a6, 000 150 
SRE ee ee re Se ene a. ea a eiocimalt cna en oe mabemetoea+ 55, 000 | 1, 225 


a Carbines. 


The proviso is the workmen, and these must be permanently attached 
to those establishments and excused from the performance of all mil- 
_ itary duties, except perhaps local guard duty. The number actually 
— employed is about 425, about 300 less than were employed, say twelve 
months sinee. Defection from service in the local forces and losses 
_ on the battle-field have thus greatly reduced our force of workmen. 
= Dy General Orders, No. 82, over 700 men were placed in the ranks; 
- of these perhaps one- ‘half were competent mechanics, many of them 
valuable for the service of the armories. The product could not at 
once be raised to the maximum figures above indicated, but could, 
with the 800 additional workmen, be so raised, allowing for the time 
- it would take to teach and organize them. 

For our cavalry arms we have chiefly to rely on importations, 
although pistols are being made at several points with success. 
Want of workmen alone prevents additional results. Sabers can be 
produced in sufficient numbers, and of pretty good quality, by the 
detail of a very. few workmen from the field. i 


POWDER. 


The manufacturing capacity at the disposal of the Bureau is ample 
for all purposes, viz: 


Pounds. 

PMOUISt AMS cco eos selene oe aes ene ws See en ee per day_- 5,000 
Seine, hl eee a ae es Se Seen Seamer ete Se jaa ees See domeees 500 
[Relleetn craw Se Oe AES 2 A rice onnemoe mM ocimeiaam er acne «Shae dome=: 600 
rehmmondomills:(im amtews weeks). S22 25 sae eee eee dossas2 1,500 
GOR eat SS lett oem SN pee oe Se 2s ln 7, 600 


There is, besides, a private mill at Charlotte, N. C., and an excel- 
lent mill belonging to the Navy Department at Columbia, S.C. The 
products could be near ly doubled by running the mills day and night. 
The quantity of small-arm ammunition in the hands of troops in “the 
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field is about eighty to ninety rounds to the man. The most obsti- 
nate and protracted battles, such as Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, 
exhibit an expenditure of about twenty-five rounds per man for the 
former battle, and about thirty rounds per man for the latter. | 

The quantity of small-arm ammunition on hand at the several 
arsenals and depots shows an aggregate of 5,376,034 small-arm car- 
tridges on the 12th of November. There are 50,480 rounds of siege 
and sea-coast projectiles, and 133,962 rounds of field-artillery ammu- 
nition on hand same date. No uneasiness is felt on this head, pro- 
vided the supply of powder (dependent on saltpeter) is kept up. As 
to the means of keeping up the supply of saltpeter and the data in 
reference to production and importation, I beg leave to refer you to 
the Niter and Mining Bureau. 


LEAD. 


The supply of lead is derived from importation and the Wythe- 
ville lead mines. The other mines are insignificant, though the whole 
mineral region has been explored. Should Wilmington be closed and 
the Wytheville mines captured the Army could not be supplied with 
ammunition on the present scale; though the Bureau would not even 
then despair of opening avenues of supply for a reduced scale of 
operations. 


OTHER SUPPLIES. ; 


Copper, steel, &c.: These articles must be obtained chiefly from 
abroad, and the stock on hand is very small. The Bureau is con- 
stantly making substitutes of iron in every possible way to diminish 
the consumption and eke out the supply. ihe 

Leather must be imported to some extent by this Bureau, as it has 
yielded its claim on hides obtained from the Army to the Quarter- 
master’s Department, in order that the soldiers may be shod. While 
the supply is scant, there is no absolute deficiency of material. There 
is, however, a deficiency of accouterments very damaging to ammu- 
nition, because workmen were taken from their benches to fill the 
. trenches about Richmond, and are in part still detained there. The 
chief detriment the operations of the Bureau have had has arisen 
from interference with its workmen for military purposes. 

, J. GORGAS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Ordnance. 


Statement of funds expended and required for the support of the conscript service 
to 31st day of December, 1864. : 


Staton Amount Balance Amount Total 
drawn. on hand. | required. amount. 
Bureau anion aisiem a\nis en diemala'g anion a nininia Dials aia eee eee $58,°430:00 Iso. coe eesee Eon $58, 730. 00 
Virginia ein Siete miciei/='e'nin’« mnjeleluimisie aimee eon ae etal tats 350, 000, 00 |$146, 888.81 | $30, 000. 00 233, 111. 19 
North Carolina sie sce one ao abn eens Oe eee eae ee ae RG4,. 82902 || coneinosenecs 39, 394. 53 174, 224. 05 
South Carolina <2 5... s—.cc-ccccenes eee IZISesel al clsccasss eee 50,000.00 | 177, 288. 21 
Florida ACr SC SNOT en en ee ie OS $18 144 1005 2s. a abet eee eee 118, 144. 00 
i Si ea ie Bo 27, 100.00 |< 2.21025 sagen 27, 700. 00 
Whiseisaippieeters <n -...--.-.----2 oe ae 20815905001): tsa aeneee 42,000.00 | 245, 590. 00 
Georgia. en 2, ee 256000000 uae aaSneeee: eee eae 256, 000. 00 
ee os. ee 420, 000.00 |... 0c... A : 

Tennessee and East Kentucky ...............2.2... 87,384.00) | SS ee at 644, 00 a 028. 00 
pa ee eben Sed ef ae 
Total 322. S eek 1, 783, 665.73 | 146, 888.81 | 291, 038.53 |1, 927,815. 45 


GEO. F. MAYNARD, 
Major and Quartermaster. 


Baas 
he Confederate 


sturns as are on file in the War Department. ] 


Present for duty. * Aggre- 
* ggre- a 

| gate peeeas Deer 

Officers.| Men. | Present. and ies 


my of Northern Virginiaa (Lee) ..... pee as | aahene 3 60,334 | 71,854 | 150,373 | Dec. 31, 1864 
ent of Western Virginia and East | 333} 3,062, 3,782 | _—‘7,138 | Nov. 10, 1864 
nnessee (Breckinridge). : 
ent of Richmon (Ewell) See 373 4,985 | 6, 658 16, 601 | Dec. 30, 1864 

D nent of North Carolina db (Bragg Reisicn 423 6, 327 7, 539 11,916 | Jan. 31, 1865 
ae mies Carolina, Georgia, and | 746 11,309 =: 14, 680 21,678 | Novy. 20, 1864 
(Hardee). ; 
Vheeler’s cavalry division in South Carolina..|..--.-.--- 4,919 | 6, 356 6,944 | Jan. 2, 1865 
Ly ¢ Tennessee c (Hood) = eeiesees kaw 1, 795 .16,913 , 25,053 | 77,366 | Jan. 20, 1865 
epartment of Alabama, Mississippi, and East} 1, 381 10, 459 15,592 32,148 | Dec. 1, 1864 
Louisiana (Taylor). f 
_ Western District of North Carolina (Martin) -. 96 1, 216 1, 448 2,226 | Dec. 18,1864 
s-Mississippi Department d (E. K. Smith). 2, 132 28,107 43,054 | 74,397 | Dec. 31, 1864 


Se eee eee eee 7,279 | 147,631 | 196,016 | 400,787 


aIncluding the Valley District, under Early. The officers and men are not reported separately 
nder the head of ‘‘ present for duty.” 

ess Hoke’s division, already accounted for in the Army of Northern Virginia December 31, 1864, 
with an aggregate ‘‘ present an absent”’ of 11,891. 

ce Exclusive of Forrest’s cavalry, not reported. - 

_ @ With incomplete returns from Churchill's and Parsons’ divisions, and no returns from Marma- 
_duke’s and Fagan's divisions. The latter two divisions were estimated at about 3,500 effective. 


 C.S. Niter and Mining Bureau.—Iron return from January 1, 1863, to January © 
1, 1865. 


Forceemployed. Returns of iron received by bureau ofticers (in tons). 


j Sx. 
‘ White. g Receipts during first, second, third, and fourth 
a S quarters, 1864. 
; 2 
| A ° 
oy o o 
; State. | 2 2 S 2 3 pete yh ae 
B & I = q ae wf 2: ey z 
5 é Ag oy = aD at 
So a ae pag pe ee lag eg et oe et: 
ele) fel Reuse ie ee te Sea ae 
: Eig lgi-3 | 28 | 28 | 88] 38) a2 
ve oes sees ta tS 
alo! a Ay a a is n n 
| 
J } 
Virginia @.....-.....--..+------- 90 | 751 941 | 2,388.8 | 143.3 848.4 | 217.3 1 465.8 
North Carolina. . 3 | 227 | 448 716.0 | 407.5 71.0 LOT OMe ees ces rs 
South Carolinab EMsSeerepe B5Os Que eae cee nee eee H 
PANES EIN O eee osm ceisine ee = <i aaa : e Z 
Georgiac...-- 
Mississippi-.- 
MGHIOSSCC @ --- = ~--ccneus-e-=---- ? 
Trans-Mississippie...-....-..---- be eal eatsrcisii= wats allsismciel= soir | be atenin laine remorse SonOSO a |Psnbsded|recaen se 
BROtaaatee te ate no eielole anja w nlerelels i Srefaiee iohesolftaiStete ate 8,034,2 | 572.8 | 1,626.0 | 371.9 1 465.8 


aA large portion of the Virginia conscript force was for a long time in the lines of the enemy, being 
cut off by their advance down the Valley while the furnaces were in blast. Ten of the furnaces hav- 
ing been burned, much of this force is still employed in the work of rebuilding. 

B No returns from South Carolina and Alabama for the fourth quarter owing to the interruptions of 
communication. 
_ eGeorgia works alta foe bytheenemy. The railroad tracks being taken up under General Beaure- 
gard’s order, the work of rebuilding is prevented. 
dNo yield mm Tennessee in the last quarter, the entire force having been kept in the field, 
e Returns not received. Two furnaces in blast. 


_ Returns of iron received by bureau o 


Total receipts to date. 


= rc) — 
5 a 7 
oe z s . = 
5 ag ae 2 
= S =) Be 
o iI oA 5 
a az os aS, 
of o8 =a i 
op ee °° 
= eeee 9 4 i. 


North Carolina ic. -Ss02 0222 s<sete 1, 023. 0 692. 6 a 1. Cxiliseraete 
South Carolina} .....5--sss224--- PANO eRe Beep 50: Unio sre etait 
WI ADaING: Dae satan oa'sc ee eee 10, 230. 1 22. Ove SORIA Ts" 26,2 eee 
GSOLPiN C\.(< 2-2 aoeh ee paseo Gas sons baw eees <a ial sae a9 oem eel RAO a raga ited 
INGSBISSIPPL = ~~ nel: «re - scl So aoe a | eke Enea pe Min cai’ onze eee ee seit Users eae 
MEN NOSKOS Bic. aiteananane vinnie % PAST Os laa acount. if MOyeeee 
+ "Prans-Mississippi ¢2-. -.- Jess 2 ci) ss ae esos sl nee coe -eerelonneerreaees cocceeeees ' 
MOtaleeweete ss. sses—-e res 19, 538. 6 1, 133. 0 


a A large portion of the Virginia conscript force was for a long time in the lines of the enemy. being — 
cut off by their advance down the Valley while the furnaces were in blast. Ten of the furnaces hay- 
ing been burned, much of this force is still employed in the work of rebuilding. Sey ‘ ' 

b No returns from South Carolina and Alabama for the fourth quarter owing to the interruptions of — 
~ communication. ; : 

c Georgia works destroyed by the enemy. The railroad tracks being taken up under General Beaure- 
gard’s order, the work of rebuilding is prevented. : ’ 1 

dNo yield in Tennessee in the last quarter, the entire force having been kept in the field. 

e Returns not received. Two furnaces in blast. 


OTHER METALS. 


Metal. Whence obtained and remarks. Quantity. ; j 
Pounds. by 
Oopper --.-:--- Chiefly from Ducktown mines, now in the hands of the enemy---..--. 746, 805.0 
Collections of scrap copper in last quarter. ....-.---.-.-----..--------- 50, 336.0 
Emportations to date vrs cna. smeienons sss seeee cee on snes oa ae eee 31, 208.7 am 
a 
Total Se! Kes tage wales <= cake oak Soe ee ee 828, 349.7 
Leads... cacaee From Wytheville mines, last Gi Cha Gere ee eeeeersret Bec cases ho onsotie 226, 360. 0 ; 
From Wytheville mines and Silver Hill Mine, N. C., previously .....- 1, 610, 264.0 
otalito: dateicase. sae accceoe tetas nome aee nee eee eee 1, 836, 624.0 4 
Trans-Mississippi Department (pig-lead, scrap, and Mexican, included q 
with Arkansas lead) : 7 

Returns up to September 30 only ---...--. BOR RO ACES ro Beer: 390, 587. 0 
Scrap lead:collectedsa-. 32. +-ccsesece sees. saa seaese = 658, 320.0 

Total amount produced in Confederate States 2, 885, 531.0 

Imported 18,353 pigs and 7,450 bars lead, averaging—pigs, 100 1, 909, 800. 0 

pounds; bars, 10 pounds. ’ : 
Rotalh 528s tere sais eyinosebads etebeA ate ds (ean eee 4, 795, 331.0 


Zinc.—Furnace was in operation at Petersburg; work suspended 
because of proximity of the enemy. Assoon as the weather moderates 
the works will again be put in operation in North Carolina. Collec- 
tions of scrap zine are meanwhile conducted throughout the country. - 

Sulphur.—The sulphur supply still holds out, but to guard against 
fire and other contingencies sulphur furnaces have been established 


and preparations made to bring the production up to 20,000 pounds 
per month. - 


-geid.—Sulphurie acid chambers are in operation at Char- 
, with average yield of from 4,000 to 5,000 pounds per 


‘ Respectfully submitted. 


- _ RICHARD MORTON, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES AND | 
MILITARY DISTRICT OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., January 2, 1865, 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
+ Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

_ Lacknowledge the receipt of letters from your Department of the 
27th of October (No. 1645), and 19th of December last (No. 1965), on 
_ the subject of the authority granted by me to Col. J. A. Glenn to raise 
_ a brigade of mounted men for the reserve force of this State. When 
_ the letter of the 27th of October was received the original paper was in 
_ the hands of Colonel Glenu, and he was immediately called upon to 
return it to these headquarters. He did not return it, however, until 

Sherman’s army was on the march from Atlanta to this place. At 
_ the time I was in the field with the troops. All the papers of my 
office (in anticipation of an attack on this. place) were put up for 
safety, and the accumulation was such that I have been able only 
recently to give my attention to those thus laid aside. This will 
account for the delay in answering your first letter. The second 
(of the 19th of December) has just reached me. Inclosed you will find 
the original application of Colonel Glenn, with the indorsement made ~ 
by my authority. This is the only authority granted by me, and con- 
stitutes all my action on the subject, except my refusal to allow my 
companies or other organizations to go into camp until the minimum 
number required by law should be reported on the muster-roll, and 
the additional injunction that none would be permitted to join any 
company who were liable to conscription, or who were deserters or 

-absentees from other commands. When the movement of Sherman 

from Atlanta became evident I consented that he should collect his 
men at Athens, and allowed him a limited number of days to effect 

it. Ihave ordered an inspection of the troops assembled at Athens 
to be had by one of my staff officers on the 16th of this month, with 
full instructions for purging the rolls and organizing whatever men 
may be there into proper commands. 

I desire to call your attention to the fact that I had no power to 
grant any authority beyond what is contained in my indorsement, 
and that is simply a statement that I will receive such companies of 
reserves and non-conscripts as may be offered. My object was to get 
as many men into the service as practicable from that section of the 
State—particularly that was then in the occupancy of the enemy. I 
knew Colonel Glenn by reputation as a brave soldier, but was not at 
the time aware of the proceedings of a court-martial against him, of 
which I have since heard, and which is of file in your Department. I 
have endeavored to place before you as succinctly as possible all the 
facts within my knowledge. : 

I inclose copies of two letters addressed to Colonel Glenn from this 
office. 

I am, very respectfully yours, &e., 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


‘To Adjutant-General for examination and report. 
~~ F J. Pes S.. 


Secretary of We ” 


[Second indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
January 28, 1865, — 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. ie 
The letter of Major-General Cobb dated January 2, 1865, is in 
answer to letters to him from this office asking what authority had 
been given to Jesse A. Glenn to raise a brigade of cavalry from 
Georgia Reserves. These inquiries were made in accordance with the | 
indorsement of the Honorable Secretary 19th of October, 1864, on 
papers herewith returned. It appears from Major-General Cobb’s 
report that no authority has been given to Jesse A. Glenn to raise the — 
proposed brigade. <A letter from this office was addressed to him — 
October 27, 1864, giving the instructions required by the latter part 
of the Honorable Secretary’s indorsement. Major-General Cobb states 
that he has ordered a careful inspection and muster of the mounted — 
men raised, to take place 16th of January, 1865. ’ 
By order, &¢.: 
JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Third indorsement. ] : 
JANUARY 27, 1865. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

The late conduct of this officer in breaking up a public meeting of — 
citizens in Georgia, assembled to instruct their representatives, was 
so unadvised and improper as to make the revocation of any informal 
authority he may have necessary. So instruct General Cobb. 

JAS SA 
Secretary. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


GREENSBOROUGH, GA., June 27, 1864. 
His Excellency President DAVIs, 
Richmond, Va.: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am satisfied I can raise a brigade of mounted 
men from the reserves and non-conscripts, if you will grant me 
authority to raise the brigade. I think I can enlist most of the men 
in North Georgia, in rear of our army. I respectfully refer you to 
recommendations in my favor for promotion now in the office of Sec- 
retary of War. — 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JESSE A. GLENN. 


[First indorsement. | 


JULY 18, 1864. 
Respectfully referred, by direction of the President, to the Honor- 
able Secretary of War for attention. 
$ Je Cla VGSs 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Refer to Major-General Cobb. 


es: 7 J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, ie 
a July 28, IS6L 2 8° Se 
Respectfully referred to Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb, commanding 
reserve forces Georgia, for consideration and such action as he may 
deem expedient. me 

_ By command of the Secretary of War: 


; JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—< [Fourth indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS GEORGIA RESERVES, 
Macon, August 5, 1864. 
All the cavalry raised from the material of the reserve corps not in 
companies now in service will be received. ire 
3 By command of Major-General Cobb: 
| LAMAR COBB, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


HDQRS. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA, 
. Macon, Ga., October 15, 1864. 
JESSE A. GLENN, 
Greensborough, Ga.: 

e Sir: Your favor of the 12th instant received, and in reply I am 
directed by Major-General Cobb to say that he has no authority to 
issue rations, or order them issued to you, until the muster-rolls of - 
your command are forwarded. As soon as they are ready to be mus- 
tered in he will appoint a place for them to rendezvous, and then 
rations, &c., will be issued. Men are greatly needed now, and you 
will hurry forward your organization. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 
LAMAR COBB, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


fIp@RS. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., October 26, 1864. 
JESSE A. GLENN, 
Greensborough, Ga.: 

Str: Your letter of 20th instant received, and I am directed by Gen- 
eral Cobb to say, in reply, that it is impossible to furnish you with 
muster-rolls at present. You will make out the rolls on informal 
ones, and when you rendezvous your command you can then have the 
proper ones furnished by the inspecting officer. The major-general 
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. 


: . * ~ s 4 : = 7 : ae 
has been so much annoyed with companies below the minimum 


ber that he directs me to warn you that he will receive no compai 
that do not have the minimum number present at the muster and — 
inspection, and those that have not the minimum number will be dis 3 
banded and put in other companies. The enlistment of deserters is 
positively prohibited, and if presented will be turned over to their 
proper commands. You will rendezvous your command at as early a 
date as practicable at Griffin, Ga.; direct them to rendezvous as com- 
panies and not individually. There have been a good many com- 
plaints in regard to men representing themselves as belonging to 
Colonel Bryan’s regiment. You will see that this is rectified. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 

LAMAR COBB, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 3, 1865. 
Hon. J. S. DICKINSON, 
Member of Congress: 


Str: I have examined the joint resolution of the Congress submit- 
ted by you to this Department. By the act of Congress of May 1, 
1863, certain persons were exempted as overseers for the police and 
management of slaves on each farm or plantation, the sole property 
of a minor, a person of unsound mind, a femme sole, or person absent 
in the military service of the Confederacy on which there are twenty 
or more slaves. One of the conditions was that the sum of $500 — 
should be paid annually during the exemption by the owners of the 
slaves for thé persons so exempted. The tenth section of the military 
act of 17th of February last provided that all laws granting exemp- 
tions from military service be, and the same are hereby, repealed and 
hereafter none shall be exempted except those mentioned in that act. 
The first section of the act provides that all persons between the ages 
of seventeen and fifty (white men and residents) shall be in the mili- 
tary service for the war. 

No provision was made in this act for the overseers who had been 
exempt under the act of May 1, 1863. This Department decided 
that under the military act of 17th of February last the exemption 
in favor of overseers could no longer be claimed. It directed that in 
making of details for agricultural purposes the fact that an over- 
seer had been employed and the tax paid should be considered as an 
equitable circumstance, and if the plantation or farm on which he was 
provided a surplus, that he might be detailed for duty as an agricul- 
turist. In some cases it has granted a furlough to the overseer till 
the expiration of his term. 

The confusion that has been produced arises from the fact that 
many of the persons who paid the tax paid it in the latter part of 
1863, or early in 1864, and they claim exemption from the date of this 
payment. But it is to be observed that in the most of these cases 
practically the exemption was operative from the date of the act of 
May, 1863, and only the payment deferred. The Conscription Bureau 
should have prescribed that the payment was for an exemption from 
1st of May, 1863, to 1st of May, 1864. 

No case has come to the knowledge of the Department in which 
more than one tax of $500 has been paid by any overseer. The num- 


sh overseers have been placed in service bet 
-bruary, 1864, and Ist of May, 1864, is not believed to 

only claim that the owner has is for a ratable proportion 
he $500. The services of the overseer were rated at $500, and the — 
ure of the damage is the loss of a part of that sum inthe — 
val of the overseer. I see no just ground for the cancellation of 
onds under the act of 17th of February, 1864. 

Very respectfully, 


- J. A. CAMPBELL, a 
Assistant Secretary of War. a 


ee =. 


_ _ [January 3, 1865.—For Davis to Seddon, in relation to recruiting 
_ in North Carolina west of the Blue Ridge, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 
_ Part II, p. 1005. ] Lee. 


_ [JANUARY 3, 1865.—For Cooper to Seddon, in regard to the condi- 
_ tion of the Army and the probabilities of its being recruited, see Series 
I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1007. ] 


MERIDIAN, Miss., January 4, 1865. 
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


DEAR SiR: You appointed me the presiding judge of a military 
court designed for Major-General Lee’s cavalry division, then in this 
_ §$tate. Previous to the organization of the court the larger portion of 
_ that cavalry had been transferred to the Army of Tennessee. My 
court was retained by the then commandiug general in Mississippi. 
~ Since that time there has been devolved upon it the general business 
of the department. The position is anomalous, and I ask that you 
give it more definiteness. There is no department court in the depart- 
ment that I know of, and I request that you appoint the court of ~ 
which I am judge to the duties of that position. (Act May 1, 1863.) 
If there is any objection to the granting of this request, of which I am 
not advised, then I request that the court be appointed for the State 
of Mississippi under act of February 16, 1864. The public interest 
cannot be injured by a definite appointment to do what the court is 
already irregularly performing. It is not without question whether 
the court under its present status can legally try cases originating in 
the general operations of the department. Again, consistently with 
the duties of my position, I desire to remain during the ensuing year 
in Mississippi to assist, as far as I can, in strengthening the spirits of 
our people under the deep despondency which has settled upon them 
since our late reverses. You can hardly magnify their gloomy condi- 
tion. I solicit your attention to the above requests 
Yours, truly, 
JAMES PHELAN. 


{First indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 21, 1865. 


Adjutant-General for remarks. : = 


Respectfully returned to the President. =e 


I can see no objection to the temporary assignment of this court for 
the State of Mississippi, and under all the circumstances I recommen L 


such assignment. 
. S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Third indorsement.] wis 
FEBRUARY 10, 1865. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

Is not the cavalry corps formerly commanded by General Lee now 
in Mississippi under General Taylor? It seems to me better to assign - 
the court either to General Taylor’s corps or to the division of cavalry 
in Mississippi rather than to make a temporary assignment. — 


RICHMOND, VA., January 4, 1865. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

In response to your resolution of the 2d ultimo, relative to the 
impressment of slaves, I herewith transmit a communication from 
the Secretary of War, which conveys all the information I have on 
the subject. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 


JONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, December 20, 1864, 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Str: I have received a resolution of the House of Representatives 
relative to the impressment of slaves, adopted on the 2d instant, a 
copy of which is herewith inclosed. 

The superintendent of conscription, to whom the resolution was 
sent for report, furnishes in his reply copies of the orders issued by 
him on that subject, but states he is not in possession of the informa- 
tion demanded. Major-General Kemper, commanding the reserves, 
also makes a report as to the impressment of slaves in Virginia. 
Copies of both these letters are herewith transmitted, and furnish all 
the information at the command of this Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
— Secretary of War. 
[Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., December &, 1864. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Sir: I have the honor, by direction of the President, to forward for 


your attention and the proper action a copy of a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 2d instant, as follows: 


RESOLUTION, 


_ Resolved, That the President be directed to inform this House whether at this 
time there are in the employment of the Confederate States slaves impressed 


“4 


- Major-General KEMPER: 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


a ; BURTON N. HARRISON, 


Private Secretary. 
[First indorsement.] : 


DECEMBER 16, 1864. 


Furnish as complete an answer as possible to this resolution. 
By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
~ Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF nines 

December 19, 1864. 
Respectfully returned, inviting attention to inclosed report. * 
J. L. KEMPER, 

Major-General. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 
December 19, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: In compliance with the inclosed order of the Assistant 
Secretary of War, dated the 16th instant, I have the honor to report 
that the impressment of slaves in Virginia for twelve months’ service 
has been conducted in strict conformity to the inclosed circular letter 
(marked A)—that is to say, the impressment has been apportioned 


ratably among all the slave-holders of each county so as to charge _ 
each slave-holder with the same proportion of his male slaves between_ 


the ages of eighteen and forty-five years capable of performing ordi- 
nary labor, but in no case has any one person contributed more than 
one out of five male slaves between the ages specified. It is true 
that by an error the impressment was begun in two counties of the 
State on a basis of calculation which included female slaves within 
the ages specified, but the error was promptly corrected, and the 
slaves thus improperly impressed were all released and yestored 0 
their owners. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. L. KEMPER, 
Major-General. 
A. 


CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 


CIRCULAR LETTER. | 
Richmond, October —, 1864. 


To 


Enrolling Officer, County : 
Circular No. 70, from this office, is hereby revoked and the follow- 
ing is the apportionment of slaves to be taken from your county, 


* Next, post. 


i 


_ 


os 
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under the provisions of Circular 
series. Circular No. 69, Conscript 
force. 


County. 


This requisition will be apportioned ratably among all the slave- 
holders in your county, so as to charge each slave-holder with the 
same proportion of his male slaves between the ages specified capa- 
ble of performing ordinary labor, but in no case will this requisition 
take more than one out of five male slaves between the ages specified 
from any one person. Care should be taken that the slave impressed is 
able-bodied. These slaves must be collected and forwarded with the 
utmost possible expedition. : 

You will cause the advisory board of your county to use extraordi- 
nary diligence in the collection of these negroes, and forwarding them 
to Capt. W. H. Fry, adjutant of the post, at Camp Lee, with full 
descriptive list, giving the name of owner. Receipt should be taken 
in each ease. It is suggested that the commissioners’ books be taken 
as a guide. 

- By order of Lieut. Col. J. C. Shields: 


Tneutenant and Adjutant. 


[Sub-inclosure No, 3.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, - 
Richmond, Va., December 16, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: The following resolution of the House of Representatives has 
been referred to this Bureau for attention.* 

The Bureau is not in possession of the information demanded by 
this resolution. 

Only two impressments of slaves have been made by the direction 
of this Bureau. 

The first was under your instructions of the 21st of September, 
ultimo, for 5,000 slaves from the State of Virginia, for service with 
the Army of Northern Virginia, for thirty days. The following 
direction was given to the commandant of conscripts for Virginia, 
by the Bureau, for the execution of your order: 


SEPTEMBER 21. 
Respectfully referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Shields, to take immediate steps 
for ccmpliance with the within order of the Secretary of War. The urgency of 
the matter, as represented by General Lee, should cause the utmost promptitude. 
Return this paper for the files of this office. 


The second was under your instructions of the 24th of September, 
ultimo, to procure negroes under the act of Congress of February 17, 
1864, authorizing the employment of free negroes and slaves in certain 
capacities, to increase the efficiency of the Army. In communicating 


* Embodied in Harrison to Secretary of War, p. 996. 


LS OF RESERVES: oe 
ectfully referred * * * to direct the officer of conscription to proceed 
amediately and with vigor to the completion of the enrollment of the free 
groes in the State under your command, between the ages of eighteen and fifty, 
nd to deal with them in accordance with the instructions herein contained. 
nrolling officers will also be instructed to procure from the owner, by contract, 
many of the slaves herein required from your State as can be obtained thereby, 
_ and to make the necessary arrangements to procure the deficit by impressment. 
Ifthe Legislature of your State has passed any law for the collection of slaves for 
military service in the Confederate States, the Bureau desires to be immediately  __ 
_ informed of its provisions. It is desired that the within instructions and the regu- 5 
_ lations that may be prepared by the Bureau or the general commanding, &c., and 
_ charged with the business of conscription for their enforcement, will not be pub- 
lished in any newspaper. See 


3 Under these orders no returns have yet been made to this Bureau, 
_ though repeatedly called for from the generals of reserves. 
_ Thave the honor to be, sir, your very respectful, obedient servant, 
P : JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


SEPTEMBER 80. — 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, a 
No. 1. Richmond, January 6, 1865, 


I. Soldiers furloughed, who fail on their return home to report to 
the nearest enrolling officer, as required by paragraph II, General ~ 
Orders, No. 141, 1863, will forfeit their furloughs, be arrested by 
enrolling officers, and returned to their commands as absentees with- 

out leave. Commanding officers will express this requirement and 
penalty upon the face of all furloughs thus issued. 

II. When extensions of leaves or furloughs shall have once been 
recommended, under paragraph II, General Orders, No. 157, 1863, 
examining boards will not recommend further extensions, except _ 
after a personal examination by one of the Board of the officer or 
soldier certified to be incapacitated for duty. Where, however, this ~ 
is impracticable, the Board will call on the enrolling officer of the 
county, who will make the examination in person, or through a sub- 
ordinate, and report to the Board the facts of the case—all of which 
will be embodied in the certificates of recommendation. 

III. Soldiers incapacitated for active duty in one arm of the service, 
upon evidence o1 such disability, may be transferred by the general 
commanding the army or department to which they belong to that 
service they prefer and for which they are best fitted. Medical exam- 
ining boards, before retiring or recommending for discharge disabled 
soldiers, will consider the degree of their disability, with the view to 
their transfer under this order. 

IV. Persons holding appointments as chaplains and drill-masters in 
the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, or as cadets in the 
C. S. Army, will report without delay by letter to this office their 
present assignment to duty, and by what authority they are so 
assigned. Any future change in their assignment will in like manner 
be reported by them. 

V. Plans for hospital buildings will be submitted, through medical 
directors, for the approval of the Surgeon-General. 


. 
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VI. Commanders of armies and departments and offi f 
script Bureau will not molest employés of the tax-in-kind ser , th 
officers of which will be held responsible that men between eighte 
and forty-five years are not employed therein, unless they are exempt — 
or detailed because of disability. : : a 

VII. To prevent the loss from disease of animals in the service, — 
cavalry and other private animals will be included by inspectors of — 
field transportation in their inspections. They will dispose of those 
affected with contagious diseases, as prescribed by paragraph 925, — 
Army Regulations. Those otherwise unfit for present service will be 
mustered out by the inspectors, or, as they may elect, sent from the 
field, to be recruited with the public animals. Commanding officers 
are required to send from their commands animals not mustered into 
the service. Inspectors will report all cases in which this order is 
violated. aes" 

VIII. Generals commanding armies and departments will require 
company commanders to furnish descriptive lists to soldiers sent to 
hospitals. sa 

IX. Sick or wounded soldiers in hospitals may be paid, as hereto- 
fore, four months’ pay, if due, upon receipts supported by their affi- 
davits, but company commanders will provide them with descriptive 
lists before they leave their commands, if it be possible; if otherwise, 
they will as soon thereafter as practicable forward such lists to the 
surgeon in charge of the hospitals of which the soldiers may be 
inmates. - 

X. Articles of clothing issued during the year to soldiers will be 
stated, with the prices annexed, on company muster-rolls, upon which 
annual settlements on clothing accounts are made. ; 

XI. Payment of the bounty of $50, allowed by the act of Congress 
approved December 11, 1861, will not be paid to persons between 
seventeen and fifty years subject to conscription. It will be limited 
to those not liable to service, who enter the Army for the war as non-’ 
commissioned officers, musicians, or privates. All who enter the 
general service from the reserves must do so by transfer, and in no 
case will bounty be paid upon such transfers or enlistments. 

XII. Quartermasters performing duty exclusively as paymasters 
will be under the control of chief quartermasters of armies or military 
departments. They will not be subject to orders from other quarter- 
masters. If from any cause the paymaster of a corps or division is 
unable to discharge the duties appertaining to his office, the chief 
* quartermaster of the army with which such corps or division may be 
serving will designate a quartermaster or an assistant quartermaster 
to perform such duty temporarily, in which event the name of the 
eg se assigned will be communicated to the Quartermaster-General. 

y order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 


Richmond, Va., January 6, 1865. 
Hon. A. H. STEPHENS, 


Vice-President of the Confederate States: 


Str: My recent illness and the arrearages of pressing business 
resulting therefrom have prevented an earlier answer to your letter 


re 
; i Lege 
cf | ii! Mh Meat bye ta 
De od UUL 


+i rs F F: n r r ry ’ @ ‘ m ’ x e) ; ‘ 
timo. The letter is much longer than seems necessary 
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n answer to my simple inquiry, asking to be informed which of — 


ts you referred to when you stated in your publication that 
udging from my acts” you should think I belonged to the “class” 
o preferred Lincoln to McClellan. I find on perusal that many 
ges are occupied with an exposition of your views of public policy 
of the points of difference which you suppose to exist between us 
in relation to the conduct of public affairs. You must pardon me for 
declining to enter into any controversy on this subject. It does not 
appear to me to be useful nor becoming the two highest executive 
fficers of the Government, especially when the country is engaged in 
a foreign war. 

_ You confine yourself to ‘‘two points only” in your answer. Neither 
_ of them seems to me to have any bearing on the question addressed 
toyou. First, my ‘‘action in regard to the case of David F. Cable.” 
Your comments on this are very strange, and your statement of facts 
_ imperfect. I give the facts in order of date. 

April 9 you wrote me on the subject of Cable. Your letter reached 
me, I believe, on the 14th. April 16 General Bragg was instructed 
to cause Cable to be examined by a discreet officer, and if his story 
was found true to parole him and send him toyou. April 18 General 

_ Bragg issued an order to Col. J. P. Jones, assistant adjutant-general 

- at Charleston, directing him to send Captain Hammond to make the 
examination, and if proper act on the suggestion of sending him to 
you. April 19 I answered your letter, informing you of what had 
been done and suggesting my doubt whether the representations of 
this prisoner were true. April 27, your letter to me (received on the 
3d of May) you ‘‘ would wait for Cable a few days, in case he shall be 
paroled,” and then start for Richmond. May 7, your letter to me 
(received on 21st) you learned from correspondence with Colonel Per- 
sons, commanding prisoners’ camp, that ‘‘there was no prospect of 
Cable being able to visit you for some time,” and you expected to 
start for Richmond ‘‘day after to-morrow.” In the meantime Grant 
crossed the Rapidan, the series of terrible battles on which the fate of 
Richmond depended were being fought; and as you announced that 
you were on the eve of starting for Richmond, I had no reason for 

- answering your letters, as it was fair to presume my answers would 
not reach you. You, however, did not come to Richmond, and did 
not inform me of your change of purpose. July 5, your letter to me, 
received on the 16th of same month. Cable died on the 16th, but I 
was not aware of the fact. In your letter you inclosed one from Cable 
dated on 21st of June, expressed surprise that he had not been 
examined, and urged ‘“‘prompt attention to the case.” July 16 I 
ordered inquiry made as to the cause of the delay, and directed the 
Secretary of War ‘‘to give this matter attention.” July 20 report 
received from General Bragg’s headquarters. On inquiry of Captain 
Hammond it was learned that he had never received the order to 
make the examination; that the order was presumed to have been 
lost in the disturbance of mail communication by enemy’s cavalry 
operations. July 21, letter to you by Assistant Secretary of War, 
explaining the miscarriage of General Bragg’s order, and communi- 
cating report of Cable’s death. 

In addition to the above correspondence the following letters were 
written to you from Andersonville: July 2, General Winder, in 
answer to your letter to him of 27th of June, informed you that the 
examination had not been made, and said: ‘‘I will take pains to 
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inform myself as to the character of Mr. Cable, and will ! 
give all the information to you about him that you desire. 
General Winder, in answer to your letter of 6th of J uly, a 
informs you that the examination by staff officer had not been mac 
“I presume the momentous events transpiring about Richmond ha 
prevented it. I have taken some pains to inform myself about 
Mr. Cable and am satisfied that he would be a dangerous man to per- 
mit to go at large. I could not recommend that he be paroled.” J uly 
23 General Winder informed you that Cable ‘“‘died a few days ago.” 

The above is, I believe, a sufficient statement of the facts. From 
them it appears that one of my ‘‘acts” from which you “‘judge” that 
I ‘“‘preferred Lincoln to McClellan” was ‘‘my action” as above 
explained, in regard to a Yankee prisoner who died on the 16th of 
July, six weeks before McClellan was nominated as a candidate, six 
weeks before the platform of the Chicago Convention was framed, six 
weeks before anybody knew what candidate it would select or what 
principles it would announce. I make no comment on this. 

But I cannot leave this point without remarking on the extraordi- 
nary inferences you are pleased to draw from what I omitted to say 
in my letter to you of the 19th of April, and the still more singular 
omission to draw the natural inference from what I did say. The 
‘‘two things that struck you strange” were that I— 
said not one word either approving or disapproving on the subject of the pro-— 
priety of having the conference he (Cable) sought, or the nature or character of 
the assurance that should be given him on his being permitted to visit me. Not — 
a word was said on the policy indicated in my letter of our aiding and encourag- ~ 
ing as far as possible in bringing into power at the North a party upon the 
principles stated in my letter. Your views upon this subject I had requested in — 
view of the probable conference. The other thing in the letter that struck me as 
strange was that you should have thought that any staff officer was more suitable 


or competent to make an investigation into the truth of the prisoner’s statements 
than the second officer in the Government. 


To the first of the ‘‘strange things” I will presently give answer. 
As to the second, it scarcely seems possible that you should take 
umbrage at my not assigning to you a duty which was the appropri- 
ate function of a subordinate officer of the inspection service. You 
wrote to me that ‘‘if Mr. Cable’s statement be true (which might 
be easily ascertained), it would be proper to grant him a parole until 
he can be exchanged.” You further said, ‘‘If he shall be paroled, 
and it meets your approval, I will invite him to my house and confer 
with him,” &c. It was plain that you did not know the man, and 
therefore suggested that the truth of his statements should be 
ascertained before he was paroled, and that he should visit you for 
conference after he was paroled. If you had intimated any willing- 
ness to go to the prison and ascertain the truth for yourself, you 
might have been assured by the readiness with which I accepted your 
proposal to visit Mr. Lincoln that I could have had no possible 
objection; nor can I suppose that you deem a permission from me 
necessary to authorize you to visit any Yankee prisoner at his prison. 
You certainly did not, from your letter, contemplate that I should do 
so imprudent a thing as to parole this man to go at large before 
examination into his character was had, nor did you ask to see him 
before his parole was granted. This ‘‘strange thing” that you found 
in my letter of the 19th of April is as unintelligible to me now as it 
ever could have appeared strange to you. 

What I did say was, “‘It so often has happened that prisoners make 
representations which do not accord with the facts, and it seemed to 
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inquiry into the case before action upon it.” 
it I took it for granted you would draw from — 
ement v hat I did not believe the story of the prisoner; 
I suspected it to be a trick to get out of prison, and I must con- 
that I wondered how you could attach any importance or credit 
e tale of a man who was taken prisoner with the troops that had 
| sent to invade Florida from South Carolina coast, and who, not- 
standing his being captured in arms, represented himself as on a 
ssion from the peace party of the Northwest. The report of Gen- 
Winder shows that I was not mistaken in my estimate of the 
isoner, and it was because I did not deem his tale at all probable, 
ir, that I judged it useless to enter into any exposition of the proper 
node of treating with him until the result of the examination into his 
e was made known. This is my answer, and to the inferences that 
1 draw from my omission to repeat to you in a private letter the 
desire that I had often publicly manifested for the only peace which 
_we both declared to be possible, namely—peace with independence and 
eternal separation from the enemies whom, I doubt not, we equally 
desire to drive from our country. 
Your second ‘‘point,” sir, may be more summarily dismissed. I 
made a speech at Columbia, §. C., 6n the eall of the citizens early in 
- October last. Its contents I do not pretend accurately to remember, 
and J never saw a report of it until on receipt of your letter I caused 
- search to be made for it, and it is now before me in the Charleston 
Mercury of the 7th of October. 

You first say that you judged I ‘‘preferred Lincoln to McClellan” 
because in this speech I opposed the scheme of a convention of all the 
States, North and South, as a means of obtaining peace. I cannot 
_ spare the time to refute a conclusion so manifestly without warrant 

in the premises from which it is drawn. Your next reason, that ‘‘the 

tone and substance of your (my) speech there upon the subject of 
- peace was, in short, that there was no prospect of peace but only by 

the sword; that a peace party of ‘the North could only be made by a 
success of our armies over them;” that ‘‘the only way to make span- 
‘iels civil is to whip them.” If my speech were really such as repre- 
sented by you in this extract, if it had really been directed against 
the peace party at the North, this fact would not bear out your asser- 
tion that my ‘‘acts” showed a ‘‘ preference for Lincoln over McClel- 
lan;” but my speech was not such as you represent it, and I now 
quote the passage from which you have torn a few words that form 
the latter half of a senténce. _ I said: 

Does any one believe that Yankees are to be conciliated by terms of concession ? 
Does any man imagine that we can conquer the Yankees by retreating before 
them, or do you not all know that the only way to make spaniels civil is to whip 
them ? : 

And toward the close of the speech I plainly intimated my desire 
for the success of the peace party in the following words: 

Let fresh victories crown our arms, and the peace party (if there be such) at 
the North can elect its candidates. 

These passages must suffice without comment to satisfy any fair- 
judging man whether you have correctly stated its “tone and 
substance.” 

The truth is, sir, that your inferences from this speech are so 
strained and unnatural as to evince the difficulty you found in 
answering my simple question for a statement of any ‘“‘acts” of mine 
on which you thought proper to base your published assertion. 


The speech at Columbia in the report before me i 

people to trust to their own courage and fortitude for the maint 
of their rights. It was delivered after the publication of McCle 
letter avowing his purpose to force reunion by war if we declin 
reconstruction when offered, and therefore warned the people agait 
delusive hopes of peace from any other influence than that to be 
exerted by the manifestation of an unconquerable spirit. There is 
nothing in the speech, as I now read it, that I would wish unsaid, and 
there is not in it the remotest allusion to a choice between Lincoln 
and McClellan. It does, however, contain denunciations of Lincoln, 
and no mention of McClellan is to be found in it. * : 

I now say that, knowing I had never done an act nor uttered a word 
that could justify you in attributing to me a preference for Lincoln 
over McClellan, I addressed you my note of 21st of November in the 
hope that you would admit your mistake. = 

I must accept your letter of the 13th ultimo as a substantial admis- 
sion that you have no just ground for your statement, though it would 
have been much more acceptable to me to find the admission made 
frankly instead of having toinfer it from the unsubstantial character 
of the ‘‘ points” on which you seek to base it. 

I close by expressing regret that this correspondence should have 
been forced on me. I am aware that I was unfortunate enough to 
incur your disapproval of my policy. I should not, however, have 
departed from my rule of bearing all animadversion in silence, and 
leaving my defense to the future, if it had not seemed to me that a— 
publication by the Vice-President, intended quite plainly to disparage 
me and to inspire distrust in me among the people, was calculated to — 
do public injury. It was therefore necessary to show, as this corre- — 
spondence has done, that your statement that you judged from my 
“acts” that ‘‘I preferred Lincoln to McClellan” was unfounded; and 
that you are equally without justification for the expression in the — 
letter to which this is a reply, that you ‘‘could form no other conelu- 
sion” than that it was my intention in my remarks at Columbia to” 
“strengthen” among the people of the North ‘‘the opponents of 
peace instead of its friends.” 

I have felt much reluctance in calling your attention to the subject, 
as my earnest wish is, if it be impossible to avert, at least to postpone 
to the close of the war all discussion or dispute with those who are 
united with me in a common hostility against the enemies of our ecoun- 
try. I assure you that it would be to me a source of the sincerest — 
pleasure to see you devoting your great and admitted ability exclu- — 
sively to upholding the confidence and animating the spirit of the 
people to unconquerable resistance against their foes. j 
Iam, very respectfully and truly, yours, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
: ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Columbia, S. C., January 6, 18665, 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have been ordered by His Excellency the Governor of South 
Carolina to give you notice that under the third section of the act of 
the General Assembly of this State, entitled ‘“An act to authorize the 
Governor to require the exemption of certain State officers and other — 


. Confederate service,” and for the purposes of the 
id act, he requires the exemption of the following persons — 
proper police of the State; ro 

nA. Andrews, Jones’ company, Williams’ battalion, Reserve 
of the State. — sy 
me Keith Heyward, Ashley Dragoons, Colcock’s regiment South 
na cavalry. — 
am also directed by His Excellency to forward to you a copy of 
act of the General Assembly referred to, which you will find 
rewith inclosed.* 3 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. A. C. GARLINGTON, 

Adjutant and Inspector General of South Carolina. 


[Indorsement. 
JANUARY 19, 1865. 


PURCHASING OFFICE, FIRST DIVISION OF VIRGINIA, 
Charlottesville, January 6, 1865. = 


Maj. R. W. N.- NOLAND, 
F Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Second Dist. of Virginia: 
MaJgor: Permit me respectfully to call your attention to a subject 
which needs immediate attention. The interest of the Government 
» in the division under my charge is suffering incalculable injury for 
want of funds to relieve its indebtedness. I now owe $1,200,000. A 
- great portion of this sum has been due since early last spring. During 
the past summer the railroad connections were cut by the enemy, and 
large supplies were promptly loaned by the people to sustain the Army 
in its emergency. From the exhausted condition of the country I 
have been unable to return a very large proportion of these borrowed 
stores. They have expressed a readiness to receive payment instead, 
yet in but few instances have I had it in my power even to do this, 
for want of funds. Whilst such delay naturally causes much dissat- 
isfaction and want of confidence in those who have heretofore acted 
with patriotic energy in support of the Government, the future is 
more unpromising. The recent order to purchase at contract rates 
can avail little, with nothing to pay, and the impressing power useless 
for the same reason. Hence my position and that of my agents is 
painfully embarrassing. Our usefulness to the Government (by an 
increasing distrust on the part of the people in intentions to fulfill 
obligations) is seriously impaired. I therefore earnestly appeal in 
behalf of the interest of the Government, that of its people, and in 
justice to myself and agents, that funds be furnished to liquidate my 
present liabilities and prevent a future recurrence of this condition 
of affairs. 
Respectfully, yours, 
CHARLES 8. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


*See p. 980. 


The attention of the chief commissary of subsistence of V irgini 
is called to the inclosed letter of Captain Taylor. Have made repea 

requisitions for funds to meet the indebtedness of the district, but 
these requisitions have never been fully met. I have hardly been 
furnished with an amount sufficient to defray current expenses, and 
thus the indebtedness of the district has increased, and loud com- 
plaints are constantly made against the agents of the Government for 
a non-compliance with their contracts.. This condition of things has 
seriously interfered with purchases, and has prevented altogether, 
in several instances, impressment of subsistence that ought to have — 


gone to the Army. 
R. W. N. NOLAND, — 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence, 2d Dist. of Virginia. 


[Second indorsement.] 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, January 23, 1866. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Subsistence — 
for consideration and such reference as he may deem proper, and — 
with the remark that there is no district or division in Virginia from — 
which similar complaints are not made. We owe enormously, and ~ 
until we pay this indebtedness we cannot purchase further. * 

B. P. NOLAND, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Richmond, Va., January 7, 1865, 
[Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I wish to call your attention to a subject of great moment to 
the States of Florida and Georgia, and one that will have a favorable 
influence upon the Confederate Government itself. Savannah being 
now in the possession of the enemy, and likely to remain so—for I 
cannot see any immediate or remote prospect of relief, although there — 
may be expectations in this respect not shared in by me, the value of 
which is well known to our authorities. But assuming, as I do, that 
Savannah is lost to us now for and during the war, it will be seen, 
then, that the long line of roadway reaching from Savannah to Thomas- 
ville is rendered useless to us, and will remain so for and during the 
war. The counties of Monroe, Lowndes, Brooks, Echols, and adja- 
cent counties are rich and abound in subsistence stores, nearly the 
whole of which, with the supplies contained in the rich counties of 
Florida adjoining Georgia, will be lost to the Government if some 
way is not provided to secure its transportation. The nearest rail- 
road connection is at Albany, Ga., the terminus of the Southwestern 
line of railroad. The distance from Thomasyille to Albany, Ga., by 
the wagon road is about fifty-six miles. The country intermediate 
these points is low, flat, and sandy—not marshy. It is covered with 
a luxuriant growth of yellow pine. There will be but little heavy 
grading; the timber will be found by the road-side. I would recom- 
mend the building of a road from Albany to Thomasville at once. 


on could be obtained from the Savannah and Thomas-_ 
ing up the rails at a point nearest Savannah and work- > 
ward Thomasville until a sufficient number of rails were 
taken up. When finished we would have a line of railroad from 
Macon to Thomasville and beyond Valdosta, in Lowndes County, a 
ice from Thomasville east about seventy-five miles. This would 
ct with the Florida system of railroads by means of the Live 
ailroad, just on the eve of completion. Thus the stores from 
is rich country and a great part of Florida would at once seek an 
tlet over this line. The transportation of troops and munitions of 
ar, aS the theater of action is constrieted, would of itself recom- 
end the subject to your immediate and favorable consideration. - 
Respectfully, yours, 


WM. E. SMITH, 
Member of Congress from Georgia. 


_ I concur in the foregoing views. Ts 
R. B. HILTON, 
_ Member of Congress from Florida. 


[Indorsement.] . 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
January 13, 1865, 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

The connection of Albany with Thomasville, Ga., by rail would 

have many advantages, but the resources of the country will not 

justify undertaking a work of that magnitude atthistime. One of the 
- main supplies to be expected from Florida is beef. The cattle can be 

driven over that distance with less expense than they could be trans- 

’ ported. The amount of corn in Southwest Georgia is greater than 

- existing roads can transport. Troops going to and from Florida can 

be marched over the line proposed. 

J. F. GILMER, 

a Major-General and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


RICHMOND, January 7, 1865. 
General R. E. LEE: 

DEAR GENERAL: I regret that in the succession of stirring events 
since the commencement of the present war I have had so little 
opportunity to renew our former, to me at least, exceedingly agreeable 
acquaintance, and particularly that I have so rarely if ever met with 
a suitable occasion to interchange views with you upon the important 
public questions which have been and still are pressing upon us 
with such intense interest. 

It would have demanded, indeed, in view of the scarcely less than 
awful weight of care and responsibility Providence and your country 
have thrown upon you, and which you will pardon me for saying has 
been grandly met, no ordinarily favorable opportunity to have induced 
me to intrude upon your overburdened time and attention for such a 
purpose; and in approaching you now in this form upon a subject 
which I deem may prove of vital importance I offer no other apology 
than the momentous character of the issue forced upon the mind and 
heart of every Southern patriot. 


I refer to the great question now stirring the public 
expediency and propriety of bringing to bear against , 
enemy the element of military strength supposed to be found 
negro population; in other words, and more precisely, the wisdom 
sound policy, under existing circumstances, of converting such port 
of this population as may be required into soldiers, to aid in main. 
taining our great struggle for independence and national existence. 

The subject is one which recent events have forced upon our atten- 
tion with intense interest, and in my judgment we ought not longer 
to defer its solution; and although the President in his late annual 
message has brought it to the attention of Congress, it is manifestly 
a subject in which the several States of the Confederacy must and 
ought to act the most prominent part, both in giving the question its” 
proper solution and in carrying out any plan that may be devised on — 
the subject. = 

As amember of the Virginia Senate, having to act upon the subject, 
I have given it much earnest and anxious reflection, and I do not 
hesitate to say here, in advance of the full discussion which it will © 
doubtless undergo, that the general objections to the proposition — 
itself, as well as the practical difficulties in the way of carrying it out, — 
have been greatly lessened as I have more thoroughly examined — 
them. z 

But it is not to be disguised that public sentiment is greatly divided 
on the subject; and besides many real objections, a mountain of 
prejudices growing out of our ancient modes of regarding the institu- 
tion of Southern slavery will have to be met and overcome before we 
can attain to anything like that degree of unanimity so extremely 
desirable in this and all else connected with our great struggle. 

In our former contests for liberty and independence he who was 
then at the head of our armies, and who became the Father of his 
Country, did not hesitate to give his advice on all great subjects 
involving the success of that contest and the safety and welfare of 
his country, and in so doing perhaps rendered more essential service 
than he did in the field; nor do I perceive why, upon such a subject 
and in such a crisis as the present, we should not have the benefit of 
your sound judgment and matured wisdom. R 

Pardon me, therefore, for asking, to be used not only for my own 
guidance, but publicly as the occasion may require, Do you think that 
by a wisely devised plan and judicious selection negro soldiers can be 
made effective and reliable in maintaining this war in behalf of the 
Southern States ? 

Do you think the calling into the service of such members of this 
population as the exigency may demand would affect injuriously to 
any appreciable or material extent the institution of Southern slavery ? 
Would not the introduction of this element of strength into our mili- 
tary operations justify in some degree a more liberal scale of exemp- 
tions or details, and by thus relieving from active service in the field 
a portion of the intelligent and directing labor of the country (as 
seems to be needed) have a beneficial bearing upon the question of 
subsistence and other supplies? j 
_ Would not, in your judgment, the introduction of such a policy 
increase in other regards our power of defense against the relentless 
and barbarous warfare the enemy is now waging against us? 

These are but some of the leading inquiries which suggest them- 
selves. _But I beg you, general, if, from a sense of duty and the — 
promptings of your elevated patriotism, overriding all motives of 


CONFEDERATE AUTHORITIES. 
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and ill-timed delicacy, you consent to reply to these inquiries 
purpose before frankly indicated, that you will give me your 
s, as fully as your engagements will allow, upon every other 
ion or point of inquiry that may occur to you as likely to con- 
ce to a wise decision of this grave and, as deemed by many, vitally 
portant subject. 
_ With the highest esteem, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW HUNTER. 


_ Hpgrs. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. Dist. oF GEORGIA, 
= Macon, Ga., January 8, 1865. 
Hon. JAmEs A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Sir: Your letter of the 30th of December received by yesterday’s 
mail. I beg to assure you that I have spared no efforts or pains to. 
_ prosecute vigorously the recruiting of our Army through the con- 
script camp. It is true, as you say, there are many liable to conscrip- 
tion who have not been reached, and for reasons I have heretofore 
given I fear never will be reached. Rest assured, however, that 
I will not cease my efforts in that regard. In response to your 
inquiries, how our Army is to be recruited, I refer with strength and 
confidence to the policy of opening the door for volunteers. I have 
so long and so urgently pressed this matter that I feel reluctant even 
to allude to it, and yet I should not be true to my strong convictions 
of duty if I permitted any opportunity to pass without urging and 
pressing it upon the proper authorities. It is in my opinion not only 
the best but the only mode of saving the Army, and every day it is 
postponed weakens its strength and diminishes the number that 
could be had by it. The freest, broadest, and most unrestricted 
system of volunteering is the true policy, and cannot be too soon 
resorted to. I think that the proposition to make soldiers of our 
slaves is the most pernicious idea that has been suggested since the. 
war began. It is tome a source of deep mortification and regret to 
see the name of that good and great man and soldier, General R. E. 
Lee, given as authority for such a policy. My first hour of despond- 
ency will be the one in which that policy shall be adopted. You 
eannot make soldiers of slaves, nor slaves of soldiers. The moment 
you resort to negro soldiers your white soldiers will be lost to you; 
and one secret of the favor with which the proposition is received in 
portions of the Army is the hope that when negroes go into the Army 
they will be permitted to retire. It is simply a proposition to fight 
the balance of the war with negro troops. You can’t keep white and 
black troops together, and you can’t trust negroes by themselves. It 
is difficult to get negroes enough for the purpose indicated in the 
President’s message, much less enough for an Army. Use all the 
negroes you can get, for all the purposes for which you need them, 
but don’t arm them. The day you make soldiers of them is the begin- 
ning of the end of the revolution. If slaves will make good soldiers 
our whole theory of slavery is wrong—but they won’t make soldiers. 
As a class they are wanting in every qualification of a soldier. 
Better by far to yield to the demands of England and France and 
abolish slavery, and thereby purchase their aid, than to resort to this 
policy, which leads as certainly to ruin and subjugation as it is 
adopted; you want more soldiers, and hence the proposition to take 
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negroes into the Army. Before resorting to it, at “ 
reasonable mode of getting white soldiers. I do not n 
doubt that you can by the volunteering policy get more men in 
the service than you can arm. I have more fears about arms thar 
about men. For heaven’s sake try it before you fill with gloom and 
despondency the hearts of many of our truest and most devoted men 
by resorting to the suicidal policy of arming our slaves. 
Having answered the inquiries of your letter, let me volunteer in a 
few words a suggestion. Popularize your administration by some 
just concessions to the strong convictions of public opinion. Mark 
you, I do not say yield to popular clamor, but concede something to_ 
the earnest convictions of an overwhelming, and, I will say, an- 
enlightened public opinion. First, yield your opposition to volun- 
teering in the form and manner which I have heretofore urged; sec- — 
ond, restore General Johnston to the command of the Army of 
Tennessee, and return General Beauregard to South Carolina. i 
With Lee in Virginia, Johnston here, and Beauregard in South — 
Carolina you restore confidence and at once revive the hopes of the 
people. At present I regret to say that gloom and despondency rule 
the hour, and bitter opposition to the Administration, mingled with 
disaffection and disloyalty, is manifesting itself. With a dash of the — 
pen the President can revolutionize this state of things, and I earn- 
estly beseech him to do it. 
Sincerely, yours, 


HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


CUTHBERT, GA., January 10, 1865, 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


Sir: I think you said in your speech in Macon, Ga., that you read 
all letters from your friends, though you could not undertake to 
respond to them; so, though a stranger, I hope you will pardon me 
for these few lines. I will premise by saying that I was a Democrat 
and secessionist in 760 and ’61, and all that has transpired since has — 
but served to convince me that I was right—to confirm me in the 
faith. I am an agriculturist by profession, well stricken in years, 
and have lost two noble sons in this bloody war. Sir, I think the mat- 
ter of the highest moment now is to take measures to recruit our 
armies for next spring’s campaign. How can this be done is the great 
overshadowing question. Congress and the State Legislatures have — 
put in service all white men between the ages of sixteen and sixty 
years. We can’t get them from the Old World or from any other 
country. Weare thrown upon our own resources. The recruits must 
come from our negroes, nowhere else. We should away with pride 
of opinion; away with false pride, and promptly take hold of all the 
means that God has placed within our reach to help us through this 
struggle—a bloody war for the right of self-government. Some peo- 
ple say negroes will not fight. I say they will fight. They fought at 
Ocean Pond, Honey Hill, and other places. The enemy fights us with 
the negroes, and they will do very well to fight the Yankees. But — 
some say that will be giving up the question. What, giving up the 
question to grip it the tighter? Giving up slavery to have slaves 
defend it? ‘To have them shoot down the enemies of slavery? Strange 
notion, indeed! From the outset of the war we have used the negro 


d the institution by making him raise provisions forthe Army, __ 
1 be used still further, and put the sword and the musket __ 
and, and make him hew down and shoot down those who come 
troy the institution and enslave us. Would this be giving up 
estion? LIopine not. True, our slaves are our property. True, 
0, that our Government takes our fathers, our brothers, and our 
and exposes them to shot and shell and sword, to mutilation and 
eath, in defense of our dear country. Why can’t it take our 
property for the same purpose? He who values his property higher 
an his life and independence is a poor, sordid wretch; a gold wor- 
iper; a slave in spirit. 
_ Sir, our Congress should make haste and put as many negro sol- = 
diers in the field as you and General R. E. Lee may think necessary. I 
would not make a soldier of the negro if it could be helped, but we 
are reduced to this last resort. It isnot worth while to blink or evade 
the question. The negro must be put into the Army or we shall be 
‘subjugated by the hated foe. Demoralization is rife in our armies, 
and among the people at home the sign of suecumbing may be seen. 
Reconstruction and separate State action is boldly talked, and treason 
is stalking in the land. Sir, I tell you these unwelcome facts not to 
discourage you, but to put you on the alert that you may prepare to 
meet them. I am for fighting out this war to the bitterend. If we had 
been united as we should have been, the hated foe would have been 
driven from our country long ago. Governor Joseph E. Brown, byhis —  — 
perverse and factious course, has done our cause much harm. To 
some extent he has divided and broken the spirit of the people. Sir, . 
let us not pass under the yoke of Lincoln; rather let our country be 
ceded to France and England. I had rather live with any people than 
the Yankees, and so every one talks whom I hear speak on the sub- 
ject. I will close, and let my letter be short. I could saymore. God 
preserve you and give you good health. 
Your friend, 


SAMUEL CLAYTON. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., January 10, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. D. H. Maury, 
Comdg. Dept. of Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana: 

GENERAL: The letter of Maj. M. O. Tracy, Thirteenth Louisiana 
Regiment, relating to the subject of recruiting prisoners of war, 
has been forwarded to this Department with your indorsement asking 
instructions in such cases. 

The Secretary of War directs me to say that the Department con- 
siders it desirable in general that prisoners of war, if received as 
recruits, should not be placed in new organizations nor collected 
in large numbers in those now existing, but should be distributed 
as much as possible among companies, regiments, and brigades of 
undoubted fidelity. 

In one ease in which a new battalion was formed from such mate- 
rial a conspiracy was discovered; and although it was promptly 
crushed, yet it was found expedient to disband the battalion. 

Nevertheless, the experiment is now in course of trial by other offi- 
cers, who believe that by recruiting chiefly among Catholic Trish and 
other foreigners and obtaining the influence of the Catholic priest- 
hood they may secure faithful soldiers. 
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~ As to the material to be received as recruits, it is recom: 
Catholic Irish be preferred, and next to them other foreigners. _ 

Men born in the United States should not be received unless kt 
to have sincere and positive predilections for the South. Native 
the Southern States may be received more freely. a 

After giving these general instructions the Honorable Secretary sums 
up his views in the following words: : 


That if separate organizations be ventured at all, they be only small battalions; 
that in recruiting largely for a brigade or any much reduced organization, every 
possible precaution should be taken in selection, and that_some previous trial of 
these men should be made where they would be surrounded by our men before — 


they are fully relied on in positions of trust and importance, ~~ aq 


Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 11, 1866. 
Hon. ANDREW HUNTER, 
Richmond, Va.: 


DEAR SiR: I have received your letter of the 7th instant, and with- 
out confining myself to the order of your interrogatories, will endeavor 
to answer them by a statement of my views on the subject. I shall 
be most happy if I can contribute to the solution of a question in 
‘ which I feel an interest commensurate with my desire for the welfare 
and happiness of our people. = 

Considering the relation of master and slave, controlled by humane 
laws and influenced by Christianity and an enlightened public senti- 
ment, as the best that can exist between the white and black races 
while intermingled as at present in this country, I would deprecate 
any sudden disturbance of that relation unless it be necessary to 
avert a greater calamity to both. I should therefore prefer to rely 
upon our white population to preserve the ratio between our forces 
and those of the enemy, which experience has shown to be safe. But 
in view of the preparations of our enemies, it is our duty to provide 
for continued war and not for a battle or a campaign, and I fear that 
we cannot accomplish this without overtaxing the capacity of our 
white population. 

Should the war continue under existing circumstances, the enemy 
may in course of time penetrate our country and get access to a large 
part of our negro population. It is his avowed policy to convert the 
able-bodied men among them into soldiers, and to emancipate all. 
The success of the Federal arms in the South was followed by a procla- 
mation of President Lincoln for 280,000 men, the effect of which will 
be to stimulate the Northern States to procure as substitutes for their 
own people the negroes thus brought within their reach. Many have 
already been obtained in Virginia, and should the fortune of war expose 
more of her territory, the enemy would gain a large accession to his 
strength. His progress will thus add to his numbers, and at the same 
time destroy slavery in a manner most pernicious to the welfare of 
our people. Their negroes will be used to hold them in subjection 
leaving the remaining force of the enemy free to extend his conquest. 
Whatever may be the effect of our employing negro troops, it cannot 
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; mischievous as this. If it end in subverting slavery it will be 
omplished by ourselves, and we can devise the means of alleviat- 
he evil consequences to both races. I think, therefore, we must 
decide whether slavery shall be extinguished by our enemies and the 
slaves be used against us, or use them ourselves at the risk of the 
effects which may be produced upon our social institutions. My own 
opinion is that we should employ them without delay. I believe that 
vith proper regulations they can be made efficient soldiers. They 
possess the physical qualifications in an eminent degree. Long habits 
of obedience and subordination, coupled with the moral influence 
which in our country the white man possesses over the black, furnish 
an excellent foundation for that discipline which is the best guaranty 
_ of military efficiency. Ourchief aim should be to secure their fidelity. 
There have been formidable armies composed of men having no 
interest in the cause for which they fought beyond their pay or the 
hope of plunder. But it is certain that the surest foundation upon 
_ which the fidelity of an army can rest, especially in a service which 
imposes peculiar hardships and privations, is the personal interest of 
the soldier in the issue of the contest. Such an interest we can give 
our negroes by giving immediate freedom to all who enlist, and free- 
dom at the end of the war to the families of those who discharge 
their duties faithfully (whether they survive or not), together with 
the privilege of residing at the South. To this might be added a 
bounty for faithful service. 

We should not expect slaves to fight for prospective freedom when 
they can secure it at once by going to the enemy, in whose service they 
will incur no greater risk than in ours. The reasons that induce me 
to recommend the employment of negro troops at all render the effect 
of the measures I have suggested upon slavery immaterial, and in my 
opinion the best means of securing the efficiency and fidelity of this 
auxiliary force would be to accompany the measure with a well- 
digested plan of gradual and general emancipation. As that will be 
the result of the continuance of the war, and will certainly occur if 
the enemy succeed, it seems to me most advisable to adopt it at once, 
and thereby obtain all the benefits that will accrue to our cause. 

The employment of negro troops under regulations similar in prin- 
ciple to those above indicated would, in my opinion, greatly increase 
our military strength and enable us to relieve our white population 
to some extent. I think we could dispense with the reserve forces 
except in cases of necessity. 

It would disappoint the hopes which our enemies base upon our 
exhaustion, deprive them in a great measure of the aid they now 
derive from black troops, and thus throw the burden of the war upon 
their own people. In addition to the great political advantages that 
would result to our cause from the adoption of a system of emanci- 
pation, it would exercise a salutary influence upon our whole negro 
population, by rendering more secure the fidelity of those who become 
soldiers, and diminishing the inducements to the rest to abscond. 

I can only say in conclusion that whatever measures are to be 
adopted should be adopted at once. Every day’s delay increases the 
difficulty. Much time will be required to organize and discipline the 
men, and action may be deferred until it is too late. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
4G Richmond, Va., January 11, 1865. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: ieee 
Sir: I have received the following resolution of the House of Rep- 


resentatives referred by Your Excellency to this Department: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, to inform this House whether or not the Secretary of 
War, or any other officer of the Executive government, has ever granted permits 
or safe-conducts to one or more youths of the Confederate States who were about 
to attain the age that would render them liable to conscription or military serv- 


ice to go beyond the limits of this Confederacy, and if any youth or youths of the | | 


age designated have been or are about to be suffered to depart from the Confed- 
eracy to inform this House of the reasons for their being permitted to go abroad. 


Some delay in replying has been caused by the desire to make as 
thorough a research as possible for any cases to which the resolution 
may be applicable. The only officers besides myself who, in the prac- 
tice of the Department, exercise the power of granting passports to 
leave the Confederacy are the provost-marshal of this city and the 
Assistant Secretary of War. Reports from both accompany this and 
give full information of the only cases acted on by them to which the 
resolution can be supposed to have application.* These cases were 
acted on in the regular course of official business without reference to 
me and without knowledge on my part until the inquiries caused by 
the resolution of the House. 

The only cases which are recollected, or after a search can be found 
to have been acted on by me, are two: 

First. That of John §. Poulson, allowed in March, 1864. He was a 
son of a citizen of Accomac County, resident within the lines of the 
enemy, represented at that time to be sixteen years of age, and satisfac- 
torily shown by medical testimony to be a victim of epilepsy, of weak 
intellect and physical disability. It was sought to restore him to his 
father’s care, and a passport was given him to pass by the boat bear- 
ing flag of truce. As this required the assent of the Federal authori- 
ties likewise, it seems to have been ineffectual, as the same youth 
appears subsequently to have applied to the provost-marshal for a 
more general pass, and is among those named by him as having 
received passports. He had then attained the age of seventeen years, 
but, as appears from the provost-marshal’s report, was from disease 
unfit for military service. 

Second. The case of Henry Grant, a youth of sixteen years of age, 
on the 24th of September, 1864, the son of a most estimable and loyal 
citizen in this city. He was stated to be backward in his studies and 
so diverted by the incidents and distractions of the times as to make 
his application almost hopeless. His uncle, formerly an officer of 
our Army, now residing in England in the prosecution of business 
important to the Department, had offered to receive him and see to 
his proper training and education. This passport was allowed 
December 6, 1864, on the understanding, however, that should the 
war continue he should be liable to recall on attaining military age. 
I am not positively informed whether his passport has been used, but 
presume it has been. 

_ It will be seen that no passports have. been granted in cases where 
it can be properly said ‘‘youths were about to attain the age that 
would render them liable to conscription” to go beyond the limits of 
the Confederacy. Where there was even an approach to that age 


*Accompanying documents not found. 
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vas observed to obviate evasion of future liability to service. 
he same time it is deemed not inappropriate to add that no law — 
igation exists by which the Department is required to refuse _ 
ports to go to neutral countries to any loyal citizen of the Con- 
derate States not liable to military service. 
Passports are required, from considerations of military police alone, 
preclude the passage of dangerous or disaffected persons, and it 
ght, perhaps, with justice be deemed an offensive and gratuitous: 
sumption to attribute to any loyal citizen the design of evading a 
patriotic duty, as also an unwarrantable assumption of authority by 
the Department to preclude expatriation or intercourse with neutral 
countries by the refusal of passports to those not liable to military 
service. So high a prerogative, it may be justly claimed, can only be 
imparted, and should only be exercised, under the regulation of law. 
If therefore it be deemed important that passports be refused (except | 
from military police) to any class of our citizens, it is due alike to the 
Department and the citizen that it should be prescribed by appropri- 
ate legislation. ‘s 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 14, 1865. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


In response to your resolution of the 8th of November, 1864, I here- 
with transmit, for your information, a communication from Hon. 
Howell Cobb, who was President of the Provisional Congress, relative 

to the preparation of copies of the Journals of that body, and of the 

. Proceedings of the Convention which framed the Provisional and Per- 

manent Constitutions of the Confederate States. And I invite your 
attention to the suggestions he makes in reference to funds to be 
expended in the further prosecution of the work. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] 


3 Hp@rs. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA, 
Macon, Ga., December 17, 1864. 
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President, &c., Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: In response to a resolution of the House of Representatives 
of Congress of the 8th of November last, asking for information in 
reference to the Journals, &c., of the Provisional Congress, &¢., I beg 
leave respectfully to report: - 

In compliance with that resolution I employed Mr. J. J. Hooper, 
elerk of the Provisional Congress, to do the work. The papers were 
already in his possession; and I regarded him, under the circumstances, 
as the most suitable person to undertake it. In a short time he died, 
leaving the work almost untouched and the papers scattered and 
difficult of access. I then employed Maj. John C. Whitner, of West 
Point, Ala., a most faithful and competent person, who immediately 
entered upon the discharge of the duty, and who has devoted his time 
earnestly to the business from that period to the present time. I 
herewith inclose his report, which is so full and satisfactory, that it 
is unnecessary for me toadd anything by way of explanation of the 
causes which have led to the delay in completing the work. 
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I would respectfully call the attention of Congress to the fact that. 
Major Whitner has up to this time received no compensation for his. 
services, and has, in fact, advanced money from his own funds for 
necessary expenditures. -I would recommend that the amount which 
he returned to the Treasury of the old issue be at once placed in his 
hands, and that an additional appropriation of $20,000 be made to 
complete the work. This sum is indicated without consultation with 
Major Whitner; and it may not be sufficient, in view of the present 
high prices; but at present I will not ask for a larger sum. I would 
also recommend that the other requests of Major Whitner should be 
complied with by Congress, as they are both reasonable and proper. = 

It is but simple justice to myself to state that before and since the — 
adjournment of the Provisional Congress I have been in the constant 
military service of the country, and therefore had no time to give the 
business my personal attention. It is at the same time due to Major 
Whitner to say that he has spared no effort or pains to do the work as 
rapidly as circumstances beyond his control would admit. Jam sure 
that I could not have procured the services of a more faithful or com- 
petent officer. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, &¢., 
HOWELL COBB, 
President of the Provisional Congress. 


[Sub-inclosure. } 


AuGusTA, GA., November 18, 1864. 


General HOWELL COBB, 
Macon, Ga.: 


GENERAL: In compliance with the resolution adopted by the House 
of Representatives on the 8th instant, which you have referred to me, 
asking the President to ‘‘ inform Congress whether the Hon. Howell 
Cobb, President of the Provisional Congress, has complied with the 
act of 17th of February, 1862, by which he was instructed to have - 
prepared two copies of the Journals of Congress and the Proceedings 
of the Convention which framed the Provisional and Permanent Con- 
stitutions of the Confederate States, one copy of which was to be 
deposited in the office of the Department of Justice; and if not, to 
communicate to Congress any information he may have as to the 
present state of the work; also whether the originals of the Journals 
have been sealed and deposited for preservation with the Secretary 
of State, in accordance with law,” I have the honor to make the 
following statement: 

As soon as I received the boxes containing the papers belonging 
to the Provisional Congress I entered upon the work of complying 
with the law above referred to. Much matter, as I have before 
informed you, was missing—all or nearly all the Journals of the Con- 
vention and many important papers forming a part of the Journals, 
as well as some of the Journals themselves of the Congress. It was 
some time before any of these could be found; and for securing them 
at all I am indebted to the cordial assistance rendered by Messrs. 
Robert E. Dixon and A. R. Lamar, both at one time connected with 
the Provisional Congress as assistant clerks. Mr. Dixon informed me 
that he himself as clerk had copied the Proceedings of the Conven- 
tion in a bound book, which, however, could not be found. Fortu- 
nately he had preserved in his possession the originals from which 
this copy was made, only a few being missing. These missing Jour- © 
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was doubtless prevented from sending to me by his sudden 
and it has been but comparatively recently that I have gotten — 
poss sssion of them. 
_ Many papers, such as messages, reports, resolutions, treaties, 
memorials, communications, petitions, &c., referred to and forming a 
of the regular proceedings of Congress, and which had probably 
been slightly attached or only placed within the leaves of the original 
Journals, could not be found amongst the papers in the boxes sent. 
me. Through the courtesy and labor of the gentlemen above men- 
tioned and others, I hope the most, if not all, have been gathered up. 
Only in one case so far, and that not important, have I failed to get 
the original paper referred to or an authentic copy. Many of these 
papers also were gathered up by Mr. Dixon, and were in his posses- 
sion at the time of his death, and have since been secured through 
the courtesy of his family and friends. | 
_ + The cause of the confused and scattered condition of these papers 
I cannot explain. The lamented death of Hon. J. J. Hooper, to 
whom the work was first committed, together with the general con- 
fusion then existing in Richmond in consequence of the near approach 
of the enemy and the sending off to other points important Govern- 
ment papers, had doubtless much to do with it. Mr. Hooper had but 
_ barely entered upon this work—possibly not long enough to gather up 
what was necessary for its accurate completion. 

These matters have delayed me very much—far more than would 
at first appear. For instance, whilst writing any day’s proceedings I 
find an important document referred to missing. A thorough search 
through all the mass in my possession shows it is not on hand. Not 
knowing its length, it is impossible for me to leave room forit. I 
must therefore necessarily delay further copying until that paper is 
found, which may be at Richmond or elsewhere. This occurring fre- 
quently and involving in some cases months of search, I have been 
delayed in a most annoying manner. I endeavored to procure assist- 
ance at first, but, unable to furnish exemption, no one would remain 
with me, and but for the voluntary aid of Messrs. Dixon and Lamar 
and other gentlemen I don’t see how I could have gotten on. 

Another cause of delay has been the recent movements of the 
enemy. As you directed me to take good care of these papers, I left 
Atlanta about a month before its fall and went to West Point. Hear- 
ing of a threatened raid upon that place, I went farther down into 
Alabama, and was surrounded and cut off by Rousseau’s raid. For- 
tunately everything escaped, and I have all in safety here. 

You placed in my hands $2,000. Of this I expended $370 for 
materials. The remainder, $1,630, I deposited with J. W. Duncan, 
depositary in Atlanta, about the last of March, in order to have it 
exchanged for new currency, and sent the certificate on to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, but never received any order on the depositary 
for the amount in new issue. I would respectfully ask your atten- 
tion to this, as I have had to use my own means in paying expenses. 

I have written up a portion of the Proceedings of the Convention 
and two-thirds of the Journals of Congress, both open and secret. 
If not interrupted, I will soon complete one copy, which will enable 
me to deposit the originals, as required by law, and then rapidly work 
up the other copy. I trust all missing papers have been secured 
necessary to the accuracy of the work. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that. I have 
been working on this business over a year, and have received no 
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compensation, nor do I know what I am to receive. I 
a fixed pay and a return of amounts already expended. 7 ees 

As you are aware, I have frequently been interrupted by the mili- 
tary, though through your influence have generally been relieved. 
Once, however, I had to submit to examination and discharge fo 
physical disability by a board of conscript surgeons. I beg you 
would secure for me from Congress special exemption whilst engaged 
on this work, with privilege of going to places of safety from those — 
threatened by the enemy. The importance of this must be apparent, 
both for the security of the work and its early completion. If possi- 
ble, I would like to have the appointment of an assistant, and would — 
recommend Clinton I. Brown, esq., who has already given me volun- 
tary aid; has been pronounced unfit for field service, and would add 
no expense whatever to the Government. This would enable me to 
proceed more rapidly, and at the same time. have the originals 
arranged preparatory to early turning them over to the Government. 

It is impossible to express my deep concern to have this work fin-— 
ished, and thus be relieved of so cumbrous and at the same time 
important responsibility. You have repeatedly urged upon me the 
importance of its early completion; yet I have not hesitated to take 
time for gathering all important materials, believing that a full and 
accurate record of its proceedings was the first object aimed at by the 
Provisional Congress. To secure this delays have been unavoidable; 
but I think they will not occur again. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

JNO. C. WHITNER. 


CoLuMBIA, S. C., January 16, 1866. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: I have used the detention forced upon me at this place by the 
condition of the roads in the attempt to effect some reasonable adjust- 
ment of the slave labor levy, so seriously impeded by the Legislature 

-of the State, and, as I feared, by the temper of the Executive and the 
people. I have the honor to inclose you certain documents bearing 
on the matter. 

After repeated and very full conferences with the Governor he has 
submitted to me the report of the State agent as the exposition of the 
law, the Executive policy in connection with the subject, and the 
probable mode of meeting the Confederate requisition. 2 

The accompanying letter of Major Melton (commandant conscripts) 
will exhibit his view as to the probabilities of obtaining slaves in 
South Carolina under the instructions of December 12, 1864. I com- 
mend Major Melton’s note to your careful attention. I have not 
Brees to his conclusions, but have ordered the levy to be proceeded 
with. 

Under the instructions by which the law is to be administered I do 
not feel authorized to look to the effect of this levy upon the ocea- 
sional and somewhat eccentric, and at times, perhaps, worse than 
useless, calls of the officers in charge in this department. 

In referring you to the engineer’s requisition (see Colonel Echols’ 
letter), I beg to call your attention to the fact that this requisition 
has been one of the most serious impediments I have encountered in 
my effort to adjust the levy intrusted to my bureau. Apart from 


d complaints as to the management of the slaves unde A) 
sional calls, the fact of such diverse and disconnected calls _ 


ilities, is recognized and avowed as one main incentive to the unfor- 
nate sentiment and consequent legislation in this State. Members 
been sent to the Legislature avowedly to protect the people in 
slaves from the Confederate authorities. 
My duty would properly be fully performed in reporting to you the 
ireme difficulty, if not impossibility, of raising slaves under the 
tructions of December 12,1864. I feel warranted, however, in sug- 
ting as a probable remedy an act of Congress expressly authoriz- 
; you to negotiate with the States for the impressment of slaves on 
such terms as may be agreed. Major Melton’s note states truly the 
_ practical difficulty. It exists in every State. A regiment of cavalry 
with bloodhounds in every county in the Confederacy would not 
obtain the slaves unless by the intervention and use of State laws 
and State authorities. > . 

My hopelessness of good result will not cause me to relax one 
moment the rigor of my efforts. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JNO. S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[First indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 26, 1865. 
Chief of Engineers for consideration. 
4 By order: 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


i ENGINEER BUREAU, 
/ February 1, 1865, 

Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. 

The report of the State agent of South Carolina, Col. R. B. Johnson, 
makes it clear that the best method of procuring slave labor in that 
State is through the agency of the State law, and I would recommend 
that His Excellency the Governor of South Carolina be requested to 
procure an amendment by the Legislature of the State law so as to 
make the labor, when obtained, available for the military purposes of 
the Confederacy, according to act of February 17, 1864, 2. e., that the 
term of impressment may be for twelve months, the slaves to be used 
without the limits of the State when the good of the service demands; 
that they may be subject to the supervision and control of Confeder- 
ate authorities and agents, and be placed in all respects on the same 
footing as slaves impressed under said act in other States. I concur 
also in the recommendation of Brigadier-General Preston as to the 
propriety of obtaining an act of the Confederate Congress, expressly 
authorizing the Honorable Secretary of War to negotiate with the 
States for the impressment of slaves on such terms as may be agreed 
kes J. F. GILMER, 

Major-General and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


, Seemingly not regulated by any uniform system of respon- _ 


— 


ENGINEER BUREAU: 
Your indorsement approved. Have such letters as you would w 
_ prepared and submitted. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] ; 
ENGINEER BUREAU, 
- February 6, 1865. 


Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of War. Two - 


letters herewith submitted in accordance with above direction.* 
- Anca Bh GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ~ 
January 11, 1865. _ 
General JOHN S. PRESTON, 
Columbia, S. C.: 
GENERAL: I beg to send you the report of Colonel Johnson and 
the requisition of Major Echols. These papers will enable you to 


communicate with the Secretary of War in relation to the matter of — 


our conversation. 
Respectfully, &c., 
A. G. MAGRATH. 


[Inclosure No, 2.] 


COLUMBIA, January 10, 1865. 
His Excellency Governor A. G. MAGRATH: 

In reply to the inquiries submitted to me yesterday by Your Excel- 
lency and General John S. Preston, superintendent of conscription, 
in reference to furnishing the supply of slave labor required by the 
Confederate Government, I beg to submit the following views: 

First. I do not find in the legislation of the State any provision 
which in terms or by necessary implication precludes the enforce- 
ment in this State of any impressment of slaves which the Confed- 
erate Government may order. On the contrary, section 11 of the act 
seems to have in view the contingency of the impressment of slaves 


beyond and outside of the scope of the act. It is conceived, there-— 


fore, that so far as State laws are concerned there exists no hindrance 
to the impressment of slaves in this State in obedience to orders of 
the War Department. > 

Whilst, however, there is found no hindrance in the provisions of 
the act of the Legislature, the fact that there is such legislation oper- 
ates practically under the instructions of the War Department to 
preclude such impressment. 

The instructions of December 12 direct that the impressment author- 
ized by General Orders, No. 86, shall be ‘‘according to the rules and 
regulations provided for the impressment of slaves in the States.” 
Of like tenor are the instructions of September 23: “‘If any of the 
States have passed any law by which slaves can be collected for the 


*Only one letter found as an inclosure, for which see Gilmer to Seddon, Feb- 
ruary 6, p. 1058. 
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lary service of the Confederate States, as contemplated by said — 
of Congress, it will be the duty of the Bureau of Conscription to 
erve the plan prescribed by State enactment.” 
rhere being in this State a law enacted avowedly for the collection 
‘slaves for the military purposes of the Confederate States, and 
_ prescribing rules and regulations for that purpose, conformity to the 
_ provision is required by the War Department, and practically the 
operation of any other system or mode of impressment is precluded. 
Second. The points of conflict between the regulations of the State 
and those of the War Department are chiefly these: The act of the 
Legislature contemplates the using of the slaves only within the 
State. The act of Congress looks to their being used anywhere 
“within the military department.” 
_ The act of the Legislature restricts the labor to be exacted of the 
_ slaves to ‘“‘work on the coast of this State and the fortifications within 
the limits of the State,” and provides especially ‘‘that the slaves 
shall not be detailed for any other service than such work as is inti- 
mately connected with the defense of this State.” The act of Con- 
gress, on the other hand, provides for other duties, to wit: 

Duties with the Army or in connection with the military defenses of the coun- 

try in the way of work on fortifications or in Government works for the pro- 
‘duction or preparation of materials of war or in military hospitals. 

The act of the Legislature directs a mode of appraisement by the 
sheriff and a ‘‘loyal citizen” to be chosen by the owner. The orders 
of the War Department direct an appraisement ‘‘ under the law regu- 
lating impressments.” The instructions of December 12 direct still 
another mode, to wit, ‘‘by the impressing officer and the advisory 

; board.” (This matter of the appraisement of the slaves, by the way, 
is found to be one of the most embarrassing of the many difficult 
problems involved, and from it already has sprung very much dis- 
satisfaction. The adoption of some uniform mode, equally binding 
on the individual and the Confederate Government, is most essential 
to any successful impressment.) To some extent these points of con- 
flict may be avoided by such conformity to the State regulations as is 
required by the instructions of December 12. The order to impress 
the slaves according to State rules and regulations would seem to 
imply conformity to the mode of appraisement prescribed by the 
State law, such being one of the State ‘‘regulations.” 

This idea fully carried out would perhaps control all the points of 
difference by virtually superseding all Confederate regulations and 
substituting therefor the ‘‘rules and regulations” of the State law. 
The order to ‘‘ pursue the plan prescribed by State enactment” would 
seem to carry with it a conformity to all the incidents and conditions 
of the ‘‘plan.” 

Third. It is clear that the State authorities cannot furnish any num- 
ber of slaves to the Confederate Government on the terms of the 
instructions of the War Department. They can only be furnished 
according to the terms prescribed by the State law. These terms are 
as follows: First, the period of service will be fortwelve months; sec- 
ond, a portion of the number will be levied for only two months from 
owners who are liable for ; third, each owner will have the 
right to remove his slaves at the end of each quarter and substitute 
others; fourth, the slaves will be appraised according to the regula- 
tions prescribed by the act; fifth, the use of the slaves will be restricted 
to ‘‘work on the coast of this State and the fortifications within the 
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limit of the State;” sixth, the discipline of the slaves, t! 
diet, and general treatment will be under the supervision of t 
agent. ; me 
eronsie The question-as to how far the State can meet the requisi-_ 
tions of the Confederate Government through the operation of the 
State law it is very difficult todetermine. If the call of Major Echols 
of 3,000 slaves be regarded as a distinct call from that made through ~ 
the Bureau of Conscription, the aggregate of the two is beyond the 
‘present energy of the State law. 

Your Excellency is forbidden to levy at any one time more than the — 
one-tenth of the male slaves between the ages of eighteen and fifty _ 
years. The returns from the several districts show an aggregate of 
about 36,000 male slaves in the State liable toimpressment. Assuming _ 
that these returns fall short of the accurate number (and such, [have _ 
no doubt, is the fact), and that a close enumeration would show even _ 
50,000, the levy of one-tenth of this number—distributed as the slaves 
are among many owners, a large, and perhaps a larger, part of them 
owning less than ten, and still another portion having fractions above 
ten—would searcely yield the 2,500 called for through the Bureau. 
The other requisition could only be met by another and subsequent 
levy. But it is worthy of consideration Whether the requisitions are _ 
distinct. The orders of the War Department direct the Bureau of _ 
Conscription to procure ‘‘according to State rules and regulations” 
2,500 slaves, ‘‘to be turned over to the engineer officer instructed to 
receive them, for labor in the engineer and other departments of the 
service.” The engineer himself applied for these slaves, varying the 
number to 3,000. It must be assumed that he is acting under the 
instructions of the War Department; that he is, in the language of 
the general order, ‘‘the engineer officer instructed to receive them.” 

The instructions of the War Department for the levy of the 2,500 
do not indicate any other purpose to which they are to be applied 
than that indicated in the general order. 

It is therefore reasonable to assume that the 2,500 are wanted for 
the same purpose as the 3,000 called for by Major Echols, and that 
the receipt of the 2,500 by Major Echols, ‘‘an engineer officer author- 
ized to receive them,” would be on the part of the State a compliance 
with the requisition ordered through the Bureau under General 
Orders, No. 86. 

Fifth. If it be assumed that the levy called for through the Bureau 
of Conscription is distinct from that called for by Major Echols and 
for other purposes than those contemplated by the act of the Legisla- 
ture, I have no hesitation in saying that it cannot be made. The 
purposes for which the slaves are wanted would preclude the operation 
of the State law for the purpose of raising them, whilst the conscript 
authorities, being required to act in conformity with the State law, 
would have no authority to resort to any mode of impressment other 
than that prescribed by the State law. 

Should the War Department disembarrass the question by ordering 
the impressment to be made in pursuance of the Confederate law of 
impressments and irrespective of State Legislature, Iam fully assured, 
from my knowledge of the difficulties and embarrassments which 
attend the levying of slave labor, that the conscript authorities can- 
not successfully proceed with such impressment. So continuous have 
been the calls for slave labor for the past three years, so widespread 
has become the dissatisfaction among slave-owners with the treatment 
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slaves, so imperfect have been the laws to enforce equality 7 
distribution of the burden, that the well affected are very 


he lukewarm and the disaffected, now so numerous, are ready to- 
erpose every possible hindrance to the execution of such impress- 
mt. The slaves themselves are very averse to this labor, and their 
ywners sympathize with them, feel for them, and are disposed to 
screen them. All attempts, therefore, to impress by main caption 
would be futile. The owner has but to wink at evasions by the slaves 
and the best concerted efforts for arrest are foiled. 
_ The aid and the authority of the master is indispensable, and as 
the Confederate authorities possess no control over him, can impose 
upon him no pain or penalties, they must in the present condition of 
_affairs be powerless to act effectually. I am satisfied that slaves can 
_ be impressed only through the agency of the State authorities and in 
— conformity with State law. It may also be added that any attempt to 
enforce an impressment under Confederate orders cotemporaneously 
with an impressment under State laws would result prejudicially, 
each operating to embarrass and defeat the other. 
‘The practical conclusions drawn from a consideration of the whole 
subject are these: 
_ First. The conscript authorities cannot, under their instructions, 
proceed to impress slaves in this State otherwise than by the State 
agencies and in conformity with State rules and regulations. 
Second. The State law is adequate to the raising of 2,500 or 3,000 
slaves at any one time, and the requisition made through the Bureau 
may be met, except as to the terms and conditions of the service. 
Third. The levying of the 2,500 under the requisition through the 
Bureau and the turning of them over to the ‘‘ engineer officer instructed 
to receive them” could not be regarded otherwise than as a satisfac- 
| tion of the requisition. The receipt of them by the engineer officer 
; would operate as a satisfaction pro tanto of the requisition made by 
or through him. 

Fourth. If it be assumed that the requisition made through the 
Bureau is for other purposes than those contemplated by the State 
act, it cannot be met, neither by the State authorities, for want of 
authority under the act, nor yet by the conscript authorities, for 
want of authority under their instructions, or, having such authority, 
because of practical and insurmountable difficulties. 

I respectfully suggest that I be authorized to proceed at once to 
levy the one-tenth of the male slaves of the State between the ages 
indicated in the act, and to turn over the slaves so levied to the engi- 
neer officer who may be instructed to receive them. I would also 
respectfully ask that in the exercise of my power to appoint sub- 
agencies the authority of the superintendent of conscription be given 
me to appoint and use the conscription agencies of the State. He 
ean aid me much, not alone in procuring a correct enumeration of 
slaves and in making the proper assessments upon owners, but in col- 
lecting and forwarding the slaves. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. JOHNSON, 
Agent of State of South Carolina. 
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ictant to respond to any call, whilst the factious and unpatriotic, — 
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[Inclosure No. 3.] = ec 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT DEPARTMENT, 

Columbia, January 14, 1865. 

General JOHN S. PRESTON, — 
Superintendent of Conscription : 4 

GENERAL: I am in receipt of your communication of yesterday — 
making the following inquiries: : : 

First Whether in my judgment there can be procured in this State, 
under existing laws and regulations, the slaves required by instruc- 
tions of the War Department of date the 12th of December, ultimo? 

Second. Whether by any means the instructions of the 12th of 
December can be executed and the 2,500 slaves procured on the terms 
of the law? 

In reply to these inquiries I beg leave respectfully to say: 4 

First. That the ‘“‘laws and regulations” of the State are inadequate 
to the furnishing of the slaves required, and such slaves cannot be 
procured by any proceeding on the part of the conscript authorities 
according to or in conformity with those regulations. The State 
enactment appears not to have been framed with a view to the meet- 
ing of requisitions for slaves under the act of Congress, and its pro- 
visions are not such as to facilitate the enforcement of such an ~ 
impressment. 

Second. The instructions of the 12th of December cannot, in my 
judgment, be executed otherwise than irrespectively of all State 
regulations. 

Having been present at the several conferences between yourself 
and His Excellency Governor Magrath and Colonel Johnson, the State 
agent, and having myself carefully examined the laws of Congress — 
and of the State, as also the orders and instructions of the War 
Department, I have attained these conclusions: 

First. That there exists no impediment springing either from the 
laws of the State or from the views of His Excellency the Governor 
to the impressment of slaves by the Confederate Government for the 
purposes contemplated by the instructions of the War Department. 

Second. That such impressment, if authorized irrespectively of 
State regulations, may be made by the conscript authorities in accord- 
ance with the Confederate law of impressments. 

The chief question involved in this inquiry appears to me this: 
Whether, in view of the fact that the slaves required cannot be pro- 
cured according to the regulations of the State, it be advisable to 
attempt to procure them by an impressment made irrespective of State 
regulations. Without assuming to indicate any opinion on this point 
my judgment is that the attempt at this time is unadvisable. The rea- 
sons which induce this opinion are many. I may mention these. You 
are aware that the orders of the State agent have already been issued 
for the impressment during the month of one-tenth of the male slaves 
of the State between the ages of eighteen and fifty years. Whilst 
these orders are operating and owners and slaves are subject to the 
disturbing effects of their enforcement, it would, I think, be injudi- 
cious to complicate the matter by throwing out other orders and exe- 
cuting still another impressment. The levying of slaves is a matter 
of the utmost delicacy, and I would hesitate to provoke a disregard 
of the orders of the Government and of the great necessity from 
which these orders spring by such a complication of things as would 
leave slave-owners doubtful and embarrassed as to what to do, or dis- 
satisfied with what may be done. 
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the suggesti ion made. ‘by Colonel < 
aster is indispensable to the impres 
es. This authority of the master cannot 
her than the most favorable circumstances, and any — 
execute a forcible impressment without such authority, whilst 
rht result in the gathering in of the number at present required, - 
leave in its train such a condition of things as would render 
tive any future efforts of like character. ‘ 
rther, the impressment, if successful in its results, must be sol 
by the defeat of the State impressment. It would be an error to 
me that the State will succeed in levying the one-tenth, and that = 
ddition thereto the conscript authorities will procure ‘the 2,500. 
both orders be operative at the same time, it will not fail to present 
elf to the minds of slave-owners that they can avoid the State 
im pressment by yielding to the Confederate impressment, and claim- 
i ing a credit on their liability, under the State impressment (as they 
e privileged to do by section 11 of the State act), for such number 
4 of slaves as they may furnish. Should this idea prevail among slave- 
owners it would operate to throw into the Confederate impressment a 
- number of slaves perhaps equal to the extent of our present requisi-. 
_ tion, but only by absorbing to that extent the State levy. It is known | 
to you that the slaves called for by the State are to be turned over to 
the Confederate military authorities, although not with any view 
to meet the requisition made through your bureau. Will anything — 
be gained practically, if we shall succeed in raising 2,500 by defeat- 
ing the State call for 3,000? Is there not even a greater danger to be 
apprehended in that both requisitions may be defeated, and such 
condition of things be the result as may much impede and embarrass 
further efforts ? 
ck have the honor to be, very truly, your most obedient, 
Gia Be MELTON, 
Major, Commanding Conscripts. 


[Inclosure No. 4.] 


C. S. ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
Charleston, Ss. C., January 3 1865, 
His Excellency Governor A. G. MAGRATH, 
State of South Carolina: 
GOVERNOR: I have the honor to lay before you the following state- 
ment of labor required for military works at present in anticipation 
and progress: 
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ee OuEO WOIStO <a... amon os ~ oo eco no ee oe 2S e eee ees 300 
Pape ORCOMERELTI OWLS tae te aa ee ea ee 500 
‘Sullistia HNO oda eat bees eae pe eee See EMER eras Sop INS 300 
Mrimestandraonnrs Islandsas2)s22.-5---~05.- 5 -2-- 222 2->sce ae ene ee ee sere 300 
Witenes S28. aaa = aS see oo 2 eS ee ee 150 
Dionak SREP oo eoce ee Oe Caen sae peers en ass ote Sar ae meee 200 

Total amount required, including the proceeds of regular Callie se 2, 550 


espectfully, your obedient servant, 
eee Tee Yond. W. i. ECHOLS, 
Major, &e. 
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AR So 

> =e cy Charleston, S. O., December 
is Excellency Governor A. G. MAGRATH, _ ~ he 
Pe —- State of South Carolina: 
Governor: I have the honor to address you in relation 
~ means of supplying labor for the defenses. I have noticed the 
act of the Legislature on the subject, which will give much sa 
tion generally; but at this moment, before it can be put into su 
ful operation, I thought if would be well to anticipate our wants, a 
if you could not through the agent of State promulgate some c 
provide labor which you know is now and will be needed. The re 
lar call is made in January, but its production will not be adeqt 
to the extended and new lines we may be called upon to adopt. 1 
had better have a surplus than too few. We can supply 3,000 and 
more. With a view to the interest of the country I have presumed 
to address you on this subject. Bin 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
W. H. ECHOLS, ‘4 

Major and Engineer. — 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
January 16, 1865. 
Hon. F. 8. Lyon, 
Chatman: 


Str: I have given the most anxious consideration to the sugges- — 
tions in favor of reducing the rates of taxation proposed, and have — 
with much regret to express my entire conviction that it will be 
impossible to make any abatement. The result of imposing 10 per 
cent. ad valorem tax upon agricultural property, and crediting the tax — 
in kind at the neighborhood value, I feel persuaded would be the — 
simple receipt of the tax in kind and nothing more. The value of — 
the produce received last year is estimated at schedule prices at — 
$145,000,000, yet the whole credit given, both for the tax in kind — 
against ad valorem tax, and (on other property) for the ad valorem tax — 
against the income tax, was only $128,787,245, showing that the tax — 
in kind exceeded in value the sum necessary, evén at schedule rates, — 
to offset and discharge the ad valorem tax. The total value of taxa- — 
ble property is $4,351,000, as stated in your calculations; but from — 
this assessed value large deductions were made for the partial oceu- — 
pation of the territory of the different States by the enemy. I refer 
to Mr. Commissioner Allan’s report annexed to the report from this — 
Department of November 7. The sum total of the reductions thus 
made was about 25 per cent. 


The value of agricultural property was estimated at_____________ $2, 900, 000,000 — 
Deduct. 25-per cont... 5. sancessesee eee 725,000,000 — 
| ~ 2,175,000, 
c0pemconbiax would be _..«iic. 5.260. se eee Se 217, 500, 000 
Value of the tax in kind at schedule prices ______._________._____ : 145,000 3 
Add 50 per cent. for new mode of valuation _______________._____ 72. 500, 000 


This calculation shows that an advance of only 50 per cent. in the 
valuation of the tax in kind would suffice to extinguish by the pro- — 
posed credit the whole sum of the 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


] » © i 
C ace this result before the committee 
us light. The calculations you have done 
submit to my examination lead to results quite too large 
past experience. a 
g that 5 per cent. additional upon property (at specie 
the equivalent of 10 per cent. additional upon income, to 
agree, you estimate the product of the taxes proposed at 
,723. The experience of last year showed that the whole 
uct of the taxation which it is now proposed to duplicate was 
,000,000, after restoring the credit given for the tax in kind, &e. 
Upon this basis we have no right to anticipate a greater yield than — 
20,000,000, which is $232,000,000 less than your estimate. By refer- 
ce to page 11 of my report of November 7 it will be seen that— 
most moderate estimate of the expenditures that could be 
ide for the year at this time was-_-.__.:-....--------------i--- $774, 000, 000 


| view of our present circumstances, the sum of $60,000,000 for 
_ the cancellation of notes may be deducted __________...__. ------ 60, 000, 000 


é 714, 000, 000 
Remene ew COLIANON —< ee an cree tena eee eas aeen sess ese - 25 396, 000, 000 


1, 110, 000, 000 


. To ibemaised by taxation-as proposed... ...<-<..- 2 -c- cee noe -- 22 720, 000, 000 
For sale of bonds, temporary loans, cotton, &c ____._------------- 400,000,000 ~~ 


1, 120, 000, 000 


You will perceive how far short of the actual demands upon the 
_ Treasury the whole yield of the taxes proposed must prove without 
an abatement for the tax in kind. But if from the estimated amount 
of $714,000,000 there is deducted $217,000,000 for the credit of the 
tax in kind, as I feel confident would be the result in such a case, 
the revenue would be reduced to $500,000,000—the demands are 
— $1,120,000,000. 
— JT have the honor to remain, your most obedient servant, 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
4 
4 


SUBSISTENCE BUREAU, 
ae: Richmond, January 17, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: In reply to your indorsement on the letter of the Honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 10th instant, I have to say that I have 
no doubt that the Secretary of the Treasury feels very anxious to fur- 
nish this Bureau the funds needed, and I am not aware of any reason 
to lead to the inference that I entertained the contrary opinion. I 
have only to. deal with the facts. In the early part of last year, when 
the object of the Bureau, as has ever been the case, was to convert 
as much as possible of its appropriation of depreciating currency into 
appreciating commodities, it had not the money wherewith to make 
purchases and had, in consequence of the tax upon the curreney, to 
turn in through its officers more than it received in the first three 
months, $22,000,000 being turned in, against $21,000,000 received, this 
being the season, too, for collecting meats and the whole country scram- 
bling for supplies of meat for the year’s consumption, In the next 


000, ( 
er month for the first half year. appropriation for 
six months ending December 31, 1864, was not $100,000, 000, 
$193,000,000. The language of the appropriation act is unmistak 
‘‘For the purchase of subsistence stores and commissary propert 
in addition to the unexpended balance of the last appropriation,” 
$100,000,000. The balance undrawn on July 1 was $93,000,000. om 
The estimate for this Bureau was $177,000,000, and its actual ex- 
penses east of the Mississippi about $125,000,000, of which $90,000,000 
was furnished, $67,000,000 in currency and $23,000,000 in certificates 
and bonds which the people are unwilling to receive, and a portion of 
which has not been disposed of, as the Treasury price of bonds is now — 
20 per cent. above market price, and there is no law to force the | 
people to take these bonds, so that the Treasury has furnished the 
currency for less than two-thirds of the expenses of the Bureau. This 
Bureau has received about one-fourth of its amount in bonds, which 
is as much if not more than its fair proportion. - 

The appropriation asked for, for the present six months, is — 
$120,000,000, or a per diem of $774,000 for the 155 working days, of | 
which a per diem of $370,000 is paid—less than half. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has fallen into a singular error of making a per diem 
of $383,000 instead of the above $774,000 (caused probably by his 
mistaking the estimate for six months for one for twelve months). 

It having been demonstrated that even with the aid of some impress- _ 
ments (partially submitted to by the patriotic), funds adequate to — 
make purchases and impressments could not be obtained, and that — 
arrearages and indebtedness increased to such an extent that creditno _ 
longer availed, this Bureau was forced to the conviction that without — 
this aid of impressment and with the unlimited exaltation of prices _ 
(the alternative of enforcing impressment) there could not be funds — 
adequately furnished to procure essentials—bread and meat; therefore — 
some curtailment was necessary and inevitable. The Secretary of the 
Treasury was called on by me last summer and I invited his atten- 
tion to the alternative of exaltation of prices without limit as the 
inevitable result of being forced to yield the aid of impressments, 
which had no power in law, and was being overthrown by the resist- 
ance of the people generally. 

Shortly after the 5th of September I called and read him my cireu- 
lar of that date, a copy of which is herewith sent,* in which I discussed 
these matters and stated that the interest of his Department, of the 
currency, and the fate of the country, depended, I thought, on the 
principles of that circular being sustained, and that it should be made 
at once a subject of Government consideration. It certainly was a 
subject vital to his Department and my Bureau. 

It affords this Bureau the highest satisfaction to be assured through 
the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury that on this point he has 
reason to hope that prompt measures of relief will be adopted. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


quarter this Bureau receive 


a 


[First indorsement.] 
JANUARY 19, 1865. 
_ Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury 
inviting his attention to this letter of the Commissary-General, 


*See p. 622. 


7 


J. A. SEDDON. 


[Second indorsement.] = . 

ess ; JANUARY 28, 1865. 
pectfully returned to Honorable Secretary of War. =. 
» most earnest appeals have been made to Congress for the sup- _ 
he Treasury, and the exertions of the honorable chairman of — 
mittee of Ways and Means invoked to procure early action 


e subject. 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


— - bl . ‘ ve 


HEADQUARTERS YORK’S ComMann, 
Salisbury, N. C., January 17, 1865. 


great obstacle has been the difficulty of procuring clothing and 
‘supplies from the quartermaster’s department. We have also been 
interfered with by the recruiting officers of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tucker. If we could have the exclusive privilege of recruiting in ~~ 
all the prisons for some weeks we have no doubt but that we could 
shortly muster a brigade composed of such material as would reflect 
no discredit upon our army. We hope that you will be so kind as to 
foster this enterprise and see that the necessary clothing, &c., be 
issued by the quartermaster’s department, as we can do nothing 
without the uniforms. \ 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ZL. YORE, . 
Brigadier-General. — 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 24, 1865, 
- Respectfully referred for the consideration of the War Department. 
Iam ignorant of the reason that induced authority to be given to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker and others. General York is recruiting 
for the Louisiana brigade. 
a5 digi SV Se a ON ch 
General. 
{Second indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
February 7, 1868. 
Respectfully submitted to the Honorable Secretary of War. The 
authority to Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker was granted before Brigadier- 
General York was authorized to recruit for his command. It is 
understood that Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker has completed his enlist- 
ments, unless he be authorized to recruit another company to form a 
regiment. 
By order: 
JNO. BLAIR HOGE, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


_ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: te me se 2 : : 

A privilege was granted to Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker to com 

his a ner Sonny or two ago. If that enterprise be deeme 

less importance than the one herein mentioned, it might be prope 

recall that order. Your opinion upon this is desired. No 

authority has been given. = 
By order: 


J. A. CAMPBELL, ~ 
Assistant Secretary 


[JANUARY 17, 1865.—For resolutions of the “General Assembly of | 
Virginia, in reference to placing General Lee in command of all the — 
armies of the Confederate States, and reply of Jefferson Davis to let- | 
ter transmitting the same, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part I, pp. 1084, 
1091. | +3 


[JANUARY 18, 1865.—For Davis to Clark, urging extraordinary — 


exertion to re-enforce General Taylor, see Series I, Vol. XLV, Part I, 
p. 794. | : 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., January 19, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL CoBB, 
Augusta, Ga.: 

GENERAL: Your several letters advising strongly resort to a system — 
of volunteering and the formation of new organizations, instead of 
reliance on the operations of the conscript law, for the increase of our 
forces, have had my anxious consideration, and have been submitted — 
for the judgment of the President. : 

On the scores of policy and equity, having reference as well to the 
sentiments and interests of those already in the armies as of those still 
out of service, it has been concluded that such new organizations 
should not be invited or allowed. Besides, without additional legis- 
lation there would be no authority in all those portions of the Con- 
federacy accessible to enrolling officers to allow such voluntary organ- 
izations, and it is very doubtful whether, in view of the opposition — 
entertained to them by most of our leading generals, such legislation 
could be procured. 

Dismissing, therefore, that mode of increasing our forces, it is of 
urgent necessity that you should adopt all practical means and employ 
your best energies in carrying out thoroughly the conscript law in . 
your State. Although you have, in pressing your views, not shrunk 
from the implication of confessing failure, I am satisfied no such fail- 
ure will- result, on your directing your own special attention and 
efforts to insure success. ; 

It is represented that there are very large numbers of men in your ~ 
State who have escaped conscription through the remissness, ineffi- 
ciency, or connivance of the enrolling officers. Asa class, these officers 
in your State are said to have been peculiarly incompetent, and that 
it is very difficult to obtain others adequate. 


reing conscription, in having all retired offi 
supernumeraries report to him, and using them. 
C m them and among the reserves, where many intelli 
men of influence are now ranged, he has much improved the 
of enrolling officers in this State. Thinking it probable you 
ht derive benefit from a like command of invalid and supernu- 
merary officers, I have caused an order to be issued requiring all such 
in your State to report to you for assignment, and I would advise you — 
substitute the more active and intelligent among them for the — 
ling officers you have had, sending all the latter capable of active 
ce to the field. : 
Our late reverses and the despondency they have caused will be best fe 
medied by strengthening our armies, and no duty at this timeis 


* 


more important and imperative than the energetic enforcement of our 
conscript laws. The Department has full confidence in your appre- 
ation and execution of it. 
Very truly, yours, ee 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE, 
SECOND DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA, ee 

Z Charlottesville, January 20, 1865. 
- Maj. B. P. NOLAND, 
a Chief Commissary of Subsistence, Virginia: 

Magor: I have just received a letter from Capt. Thomas R. Foster, 
assistant commissary of subsistence, third division of my district, in 
which he says: 

I have great difficulty in my own mind to know what I ought to do under 
existing circumstances. I know the Government needs every hoof in my division, 
yet I do not feel that I would be doing the farmers justice to take their stock 
unless I knew where or when the pay would come. I now owe the people $40,000 
or $50,000 in gold and greenbacks. Have written you several letters setting forth 
my difficulties. Have received no answer, and consequently have nothing to base 
a promise upon, and now think it best to retire from the market until I know 
something definite in regard to my future supply of funds. 

In the several replies I made to Captain Foster’s letters (none of 
which he seems to have received at the writing of the above) I have 
informed him that I have regularly sent him all the specie and U. 8S. 
currency that have come into my hands; that I had no means of know- 
ing to what extent the Subsistence Bureau could command these 
funds, but that all I could do would be done to keep him supplied 
with the funds necessary to work his division. When I first took 
charge of the district, funds other than C. 8. notes were needed only 
immediately along the enemy’s border. Indeed, at a few miles dis- 
tant therefrom the people not only received Confederate money 
readily, but felt themselves open to the suspicion of disloyalty if they 
took greenbacks. This is no longer the case. The people for a belt 
of several counties along the Potomac now refuse to take anything 
but U.S. currency, cotton, or gold. These are the only counties in my 
district from which any considerable amount of meats are gotten, and 
it seems to me of the utmost importance that my officers should be 
supplied not only with funds to meet their present indebtedness, but 
to make future purchases. I am not informed of the difficulties that 


en 


~ attend the efforts of » n 
can only say that no requisition that I h ade sin 
April last has been fully met. Without funds, with a cre Lp 
by a failure to comply with past obligations, and restricted to : 
schedule of prices, it is impossible for the officers of my distri 
compete with the agents of other bureaus and speculators. sae 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, a 
R. W. N. NOLAND, 
Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence, 2d Dist. of Virginia. — 


[First indorsement. ] =n 


OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE FOR VIRGINIA, | 
: Richmond, January 23, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Commissary-General of Subsistence. — 
The subject referred to in this letter is a most important one. The | 
supply of meat in the accessible counties of Virginia has been for 
many months exhausted, and most of that used by the Army of North-_ 
ern Virginia is brought from beyond our military lines. It can only — 
be obtained with gold or U. 8S. paper currency. The supply of gold 
under the control of the Subsistence Department is exhausted, and — 
no considerable supply of U.S. paper currency can be had. If is not 
in the country, and our purchasing officers are now in debt for sup- 
plies already sent forward, and report that the amount to be obtained 
of cattle, hogs, &c., is only limited by the amount of funds to be — 
obtained. At present purchases are suspended for the want of means, — 
and unless some steps are speedily taken to get a supply of such © 
money as can be used for this trade these large supplies of meat will — 
be lost to the Army. We are receiving now at least 1,500 cattle and — 
as many hogs per month, besides bacon, lard, &c., from this source, — 
and I therefore respectfully and urgently recommend that the neces- — 

sary arrangements be made for the supply of the funds needed. 

B. P. NOLAND, 

Major and Chief Commissary of Subsistence for Virginia. 


[Second indorsement. } 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, January 24, 1866. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War with the inclosed let- 
ee from Captain Taylor as matters of vital and immediate impor- 
ance.’ 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


{Third indorsement.] 


JANUARY 24, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury. 
If specie or Federal currency could be commanded the difficulty in 
obtaining subsistence stores would, as the within shows, be greatly 
diminished. 
J. A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War. 


*See Taylor to Noland, January 6, p. 1005. 


hes : 
Sas a ee ¢ p —_ 
press upon your attention the necessity of prompt 


| t me to 
on the measures for the relief of the Treasury. The maxi- 
ount of notes to be issued under the act of 17th of Febru- 
- is $500,000,000; the amount issued and to be issued under 
s already drawn upon the Bureau at Columbia is $468,000,000; 
t still available, $32,000,000, es 
‘all of Fort Fisher having closed the harbor of Wilmington, the _ 
and for the new taxable bonds (the coupons of which were used 
in payment of duties) has greatly diminished, and the sales from the 
easury ceased altogether. The only source from which relief can 
» expected under existing circumstances is from taxation, aided by 
proposed action of the States in anticipating the collection thereof. 
Bey. recommend this important subject to your immediate 
ntion. ; 
Your most obedient servant, 
G. A. TRENHOLM, 
we Secretary of the Treasury. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, — 
5 Richmond, January 28, 18665. 


The attention of officers and soldiers is called to the following act 
_ of Congress and regulations based thereon: 


AN ACT to provide commissioned officers of the Army and Navy and Marine Corps with clothing. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That all officers 
of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps, on duty in the field, afloat or in bat- 
teries, and all officers on other duty who are disabled for the service in the field, 
by reason of wounds or disease contracted in the service, and officers of the Inva- 
lid Corps, on duty, below the rank of brigadier-general in the Army, and below 
the rank of captain in the Navy, shall be furnished once in every year with one 

complete suit of uniform clothing: Provided, That the quantity and quality of 
clothing to be delivered to non-commissioned officers and privates, seamen and 
marines under existing or future laws, shall in nowise be interfered with by 
reason of anything contained in this act; and in the distribution of clothing, 
officers on duty in the field shall, in all cases, have a preference over those on 
post, or detailed, or office duty, so that when there is not a sufficiency of clothing 
for all, the non-commissioned officers and privates shall be first served, and next 

to them the officers actually on duty in the field. 

Approved January 16, 1865. 

) 


A true copy. 
Ey JAS. M. MATTHEWS, 
Law Clerk. 


OFFICERS. 


1. The above act, after securing a supply to soldiers, prefers officers 
below the rank of brigadier-general, as follows: First, officers on duty 
in the field; next, officers on duty, disabled for service in the field by 
reason of wounds or disease contracted in the service, and officers of 
the Invalid Corps on duty, allof whom draw free of cost; and, lastly, 
permits other officers to purchase, as heretofore, under the provisions 
of the old act of February 17, 1864. 

2. Care will be taken to observe these preferences. To that end 
orders will not be given hereafter at this office, under any circum- 
‘stances, for the purchase of cloth or any article of clothing or for the 


issue of same. 


: bes 
master of the command to which they may be as 
supply will permit, cloth will be apportioned between th 
the field according to their strength, and will be placed at t 
of the chief quartermaster thereof, who will be looked to to distri 
the same to the officers entitled and most in need. Other artic 
clothing, not exceeding in all one suit a year, may be issued to office 
in the field from stores forwarded to the command to which the 
belong when the wants of the privates will admit. : 
4, Other officers will draw or purchase, as the case may be, - 
the nearest depot, but from such supplies only as maybe set a 
from time to time, by direction of this office. Mr. Rankin, bond 
agent of this department, corner of Fourteenth and Cary streets, w 
be charged with the duty of issuing and selling, at this point, el 
and articles of clothing to officers. When he has nothing for sale or — 
issue it will be useless to make application elsewhere in this city, all | 
~ other officers being prohibited from either selling or issuing. os 
5. The yearly suit of clothing for an officer will consist of a coat — 
and pair of pants or material (four yards, double width), and trim- — 
mings therefor, one pair of shoes, one hat or cap, three pair of — 
drawers, three cotton shirts, two flannel shirts, and four pair of — 
socks. Issues on sales to officers will be noted on suitable rolls pre- — 
pared for that purpose, and in every case the officer shall certify that 
the articles drawn or purchased are necessary for his own personal — 
comfort and use and that the same will not be in excess of his pre- — 
scribed allowance. Returns of such issues or sales will be made — 
quarterly to this office. The price of cloth, when sold, will be $20a — 
a double width, and of other articles of clothing as fixed in gen- — 
eral orders. 


PRIVATES. 


6. Men attached to. commands in the field will be supplied there, 

and men who have been retired at the post at which they may be 
located in orders. Issues to men on furlough and on horse details — 
have been suspended. Men in hospital will be supplied by the issu- — 
ing quartermaster attached to. All detailed men in Richmond and ~ 
the immediate vicinity are supplied through Mr. Rankin. Paroledand — 
exchanged men draw at Camp Lee. q 
7. The interest of the service and the dispatch of public business — 
require that these regulations shall be strictly observed. | 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


[J ANUARY 23, 1865.—For Brown to Davis, reporting that the reserve 
militia of Georgia, over fifty years of age, has been ordered out, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part II, p. 1038. | 


[J ANUARY 23, 1865.—For Clark to Brandon, in relation to transfer 
of the militia of Mississippi, between seventeen and fifty years of age, 
tothe Confederate service, see Series I, Vol. LII, Part II, p. 810. | 


RY :” 


the honor to acknowledge the receipt of resolutions adopted = 
he General Assembly of Virginia in relation to certain restrictions 
to have been placed on the transportation of supplies of food to’ 


2. 


ties of Richmond and Petersburg. — 2 
n investigation I find that no orders have emanated from the 
‘Department or the provost-marshal of Richmond of the character 
osed in the resolution. I, however, learn that there may be an _ 
yrder of the character spoken of emanating from the lieutenant- 
general commanding the Confederate forces on the north side of the 
ames River, which, if so, will be ascertained at once, he having been 
rnished with a copy of the resolution and called upon for informa- 
ion touching the same. i 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, January 24, 1865. 
- Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON: 

Sir: Impressed with the importance of placing in the Army every 
man capable of bearing arms, and of recruiting our forces from any 
_ source where recruits can be had, and believing it to be the duty of 
_ those who advocated secession and war to prove their faith by their 
_ works, I would most respectfully ask that I may be allowed to enter 
the Army of the Confederate States with such rank as the President 
may think proper to confer. 

I would prefer as the field for my operations Arizona and New 
Mexico, where I feel assured troops in considerable numbers may be 
raised. In my opinion the surest and speediest means for recruiting 

in those Territories would be to organize a force in the spring and make 

a sudden move upon Arizona and occupy it, then send into the mines 
and recruit from among the miners, the greater part of whom are 
Southern men, and at the same time organize the Mexican population, 
who would join us in considerable force, making, between the two, 
such a force as to hold the Territories unless a very strong force was 
sent against us, and in that event we could at any time fall back into 
Texas. 

That the troops for this purpose could be spared from Texas I have 
no doubt, there being at the present time a large cavalry force in that 
department not occupied and who might be spared, as the move 
would make a diversion of the enemy’s troops in favor of Missouri, 

should we move against that State in the spring. The enemy’s forces 
now occupying those Territories are scattered over an extent of coun- 
try 1,500 miles in length and they could not concentrate their forces 
in time to prevent us from occupying the country, and by using the 
numerous Indian tribes living on the Overland route to Santa Ie that 
line of communication could be so interrupted as to make any re-en- 
forcements over that route very hazardous and uncertain, while a 
small force could prevent re-enforcements from crossing the desert 
from Fort Yuma across to Tucson. The Territories, once in our pos- 
session, could be held against any force the enemy would be likely to 


a ali i i te “ 


{fornia we might reasona 


‘send against us; and ¢ 


xpect re- 

it being settled almost entirely by Southern people. 

As to the means for carrying out this expedition they ea 
nished from the cotton which is in Texas in abundance; and 
the speedy transportation and sale of such amount of cotton 
be necessary it should be turned over to the officer to commanc 
expedition as he would find means of transportation more r 
than to rely upon the uncertain means furnished by the Cott 
Bureau, which has so far not been characterized by great celerity 
the transportation of Government cotton. Should General 
decide that the cotton in sufficient quantity could not be spared, I 
would suggest that Texas has another means of raising specie whic : 
could be made available, and that is by the sale of beef-cattle; thou- 
sands can be collected in Western Texas and easily driven into Mexico 
and sold for specie. There are a number of refugees from New Mexico 
and Arizona who would not hesitate to contribute means for the 
recovery of their homes; among them are men of wealth who have 
offered assistance. ag 

Once in the Territories, which are now abundantly supplied with — 
goods, enough property could be confiseated for the use of the Gov-— 
ernment to defray the expenses of the troops, and as the United States — 
Government is now working numerous silver mines I see no reason 
why we might not control the same mines and make them yield a — 
revenue for our purposes. : 

It is essential that the officer in command should be clothed by the > 
President with authority to organize such troops as may be raised, 
and especially to select proper persons to command them, and at the ~ 
same time to organize some kind of civilgovernment. Should this plan 
for recruiting and reoccupying those Territories meet your approbation 
I would respectfully suggest that no time is to be lost, as the move- — 
ment should be made as early as possible. 

Should the Government determine that it is impracticable at this 
time to spare the men and means necessary for such a purpose as I 
have indicated, then I would suggest that proper persons sent into — 
Western Arizona could raise enough troops to justify the expedition. 

It will be remembered that there has been no attempt to recruit for 
our Government in this section of the country, and so strong is the 
Southern feeling in Southern California that the United States Govern- — 
ment has never succeeded in enforcing the conscript law or draft there. — 
The people, never having felt the ravages of war, are enthusiastic and 
would not hesitate to join us in this struggle for independence. 
Should you think proper to honor me with a commission for the 
enterprise I have suggested I can only say that I will, as I have ever 
done, serve my country with all the zeal and ability I possess. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 


JNO. RB. BAYLOR. 
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Proclamation by the President, appointing a day of fasting, humilia- 
tion, and prayer, with thanksgwing. 


The Congress of the Confederate States have, by a joint resolution, 
invited me to appoint a day of public fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer, with thanksgiving to Almighty God. 

It is our solemn duty at all times, and more especially in a season 
of public trial and adversity, to acknowledge our dependence on His 
merey, and to bow in humble submission before His footstool, con- 
fessing our manifold sins, supplicating His gracious pardon, implor- 
ing His divine help, and devoutly rendering thanks for the many and 
great blessings which He has vouchsafed to us. 

Let the hearts of our people turn contritely and trustingly unto 
God; let us recognize in His chastening hand the correction of a* 
Father, and submissively pray that the trials and sufferings which 
have so long borne heavily upon us may be turned away by His 
merciful love; that His sustaining grace be given to our people, and 
His divine wisdom imparted to our rulers; that the Lord of Hosts 
will be with our armies and fight for us against our enemies, and that 
He will graciously take our cause into His own hand and mercifully 
establish for us a lasting, just, and honorable peace and independence. 

And let us not forget to render unto His holy name the thanks and 
praise which are so justly due for His great goodness and for the 
many mercies which He has extended to us amid the trials and suffer- 
ing of protracted and bloody war. 

Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate 
States of America, do issue this my proclamation, appointing Friday, 
the 10th day of March next, as a day of public fasting, humiliation, 
and prayer (with thanksgiving) for ‘‘invoking the favor and guid- 
ance of Almighty God,” and I do earnestly invite all soldiers and citi- 
zens to observe the same in a spirit of reverence, penitence, and 
prayer. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Confederate States, at 
Richmond, this 25th day of January, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

By the President: 

J. P. BENJAMIN, 
Secretary of State. 


RICHMOND, VaA., January 25, 1865. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 

I return to your honorable body without my approval an act which 
originated in the Senate, entitled ‘“‘An act to authorize newspapers to 
be mailed to the soldiers free of postage.” 

The act provides ‘‘that all newspapers directed to any officer, 
musician, or private engaged in the actual service of the Confederate 
States may be transmitted through the mails free of postage.” 

The Constitution, article I, section 8, clause 7, gives power to Con- 
gress ‘‘to establish post-offices and post routes; but the expenses of 
the Post-Office Department after the Ist day of March, in the year 
of our Lord 1863, shall be paid out of its own revenues.” 


_ This provision that the ce Depart s e 

taining was not contained in the Constitution of our er 
ment. It is important that its spirit and object should be 
determined now, because many members of the present Congres: 
also members of the Provisional Congress, which adopted this ne 
clause, and legislation by them will be deemed hereafter to posse 
peculiar value as a precedent, and as a contemporaneous interpret 
tion of the Constitution by those best acquainted with its meaning. 
It was generally understood that the clause under consideration was — 
intended by its framers to correct what were deemed to be two great 
vices that had been developed in the postal system-of the United 
States. The first was the injustice of taxing the whole people for the 
expense of the mail facilities afforded to individuals; and the remedy 
-devised was to limit the Government to the furnishing the machinery 
for carrying the mails and compelling those who might use the facili- 
ties thus furnished to pay the expense thereof. a 
The second evil against which this clause was intended as a safe- — 
guard was the wasteful extravagance which grew out of the franking q 
privilege, with its attendant abuses of large contracts for stationery, — 
printing, binding, &¢., and increased Government patronage with its E 
— 


train of corrupting influences. z 

With this knowledge of the purpose of the framers of the Constitu- — 
tion, and of the evils against which they intended to provide by the ~ 
clause under consideration, I cannot escape the conclusion that to — 
authorize the transmission of any mail matter free of postage is to © 
violate the true intent and meaning of the Constitution. ; 

If the act now before me should become a law, the Postmaster- — 
General would be bound to pay railroads and other carriers for con- | 
veying newspapers to the armies without reimbursement from any — 
source whatever. He could not be repaid out of the general Treasury 
without a violation of the letter of the Constitution, nor out of the — 
other revenues of his Department without in effect imposing on those - 
who pay for carrying their own correspondence an additional charge 
to defray the cost of conveying newspapers for others. 

If it be competent for Congress under the clause to order news- 
papers to be carried free of postage, the power exists to order free 
transmission of any other mail matter. But we must ever remember 
that Congress can exercise no implied powers—certainly none not 
necessary to carry into effect the powers expressly granted; and — 
where shall we find in the Constitution any power in the Confed- 
erate Government, express or implied, for dividing either the people 
or the public servants into classes unequally burdened with postal 
charges? : 

In that part of the Constitution which specially treats of the bur- 
den of taxation, every precaution has been taken to secure uniform- 
ity and to guard against bounties or preferences of any kind; and 
although not directly applicable to the subject of postage, the spirit 
of the whole provision is so opposed to inequality in legislation that 
the passage may well serve for illustration. The first clause of article 
I, section 8, gives to Congress power ‘‘to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises for revenue necessary to pay the debts, provide 
for the common defense, and carry on the Government of the Con- 
federate States; but no bounties shall be granted from the Treasury; 
nor shall any duties or tax on importations from foreign nations 
be laid to promote or foster any branch of industry; and all duties, 


rm throughout the Conf 
of postage is not properly a ta 
rvice rendered; yet it would scarcely 
d hat so to regulate the rates of postage as to pro- 
ess of receipts over the expense of carrying mail matter 
ne class and to use this excess in order to carry free of cost the | 
_matter of another class would strongly conflict with the just: 
ality of privileges and burdens which the above-cited clauses were — 
d to secure. ie 
gret to be compelled to object to a measure devised by Congress 
he benefit or relief of the Army, but with my convictions on the 
ect it is not possible to approve the act now before me. a3 
2 JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


= c ~Ricumonp, Va., January 25, 1865. 
Governor CHARLES CLARK, as 
Macon, Miss.: 


Your telegram of 20th received.* There is no necessity for an 
~ actual enrollment of male slaves as described; all that is required” 
being that the quota for teamsters, laborers, &¢., with the Army should 
_ be furnished, which may be done by the masters without the direct 
intervention of the enrolling officers. If the nature of employment ee 
_ is understood, certain negroes will no doubt go willingly; or, if the 
master prefers, they may obtain the required number elsewhere and 
turn them over for the service proposed. 
a : JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


= 


[JANUARY 26, 1865.—For agreement between Governor Smith and 
- the Secretary of War, in relation to certain militia regiments of Vir- 
ginia, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1140. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, January 27, 1865. 
Hon. Mr. MILLER, 
‘Chairman Special Committee: 

Sir: I submit herewith, in response to your recent call, a report 
which shows the issues within the past six months to the armies in 
the field. A little delay has occurred awaiting receipt of reports of 
_ issues due from distant points in the Confederacy. ‘The report shows 
the issues to General Lee’s command from July 1 to January 21, 
2 and to other commands from July 1 to January 1, except that the 
: report of issues for the Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and 

East Louisiana are still due for the month of December. Iwas grat- 
ified that information now given was asked, for the impression is so 
common that our armies are poorly provided for that I gladly avail 
of an opportunity to show what has been done. 

I inclose also a copy of General Orders, No. 100, 1862, which regu- 
lates the allowance of clothing yearly. This table of supply adopted 


*Not found. +See Vol. II, this series, p. 229. 


from the old service w pan 
artment has neve: 
0 jae 


reported are field issues proper, and exclusive of issues to mi 
hospitals, of issues to men on furlough, of issues to detailed en 
posts, of issues to paroled and exchanged men, of issues to reti 
men, and of all post issues whatever, it will be found, I think, 
with the exception of overcoats, which have not been male up, owins 
to the great consumption of woolen material for jackets and pants 
and the item of flannel undershirts but partially supplied, the armi 
have been fully supplied. I don’t hesitate to say that in some 
instances, there has been extravagance, and moreover that much of the 
individual want that strikes the eye is due to the improvidence of 
the soldier, who too often disposes by sale and barter of what he has: 
received. It is proper to add that this report includes but a portion | 
of the issues made by the State of North Carolina to her troops, and — 
no other State issues whatever, although it is known that other 
States have contributed liberally. Georgia, for instance, has issued 
within the past year as follows: Twenty-six thousand seven hundred 
and forty-five jackets, 28,808 pair of pants, 37,657 pair of shoes, 
7,504 blankets, 24,952 shirts, 24,168 pair of drawers, and 23,024 pair 
of socks; but as the apportionment thereof between the various — 
armies does not appear, these issues are not noted. Add to all the — 
issues made by numerous relief associations and through individual - 
contributions and it will show that in the past we have at least 
needed an economical expenditure and proper distribution of sup-— 
plies more than anything else to secure the comfort and efficiency of © 
our armies. The issues of shirts, drawers, socks, and caps may in~ 
some instances appear light. This is due to the fact that in previous 
quarters, through the abundance of these articles, the troops have 
been fully supplied. It has always been understood that all calls for 
these articles could be responded to, and of some there is still a large 
supply on hand; for instance, in the department at this point over 
100,000 pair of socks and 25,000 pair of drawers, besides excesses 
elsewhere. 

In connection with the table of supply referred to, I will remark 
that the first year is reckoned to commence from October, 1862, when 
commutation was abolished, so that now we are in the third year. 

I will also add, as supplemental to the report recently made in 
regard to the sale of cloth, that the depot officer at Montgomery, Ala., 
has disposed of 7,000 yards single width, and that 1,000 suits are now 
being made up here for the officers of General Lee’s command. This, 
with what has already been reported, shows that provision has been 
made for 6,000 officers within the past six months. 

Very respectfully, &c., 


A. R. LAWTON, 
QYuartermaster- General. 


| Drawers. 


e amount 
t d fourth 
quarters, 1864, and to 
lary 21, 1865: seal? 
ral, Lee's com- | 104,199} 140, 578) 167, 862) 74, 851) 27,011) 21, 063) 157, 727] 170, 139 

nd in Vir- i 
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and fourth 


12, 353} 1, 000 
26,719) 594 ae 


~ 8,340 2,500) 6,856) 4,924) 3,230) 1,440} 13,694) 15,475 
19,751] 21,022) 26, 376 12, 429 DOS aewracrs 19, 264) 20,571 
 ida,and Georgia, 


Find 
General Hardee. ¥ i i 

ArmyofTennessee.| 45,412) 102, 864)@102,558) 27,900) 45, 853 ....... 61, 860} 108,937] 55, 560/...-.. 
Department Ala-| 21,789} 87,661) 34,342) 4,677] 27,292'....... 10,096) 3,831) 15, 458)...... 
bama, Missis- : 
_ gsippi, and East 
Louisiana. 
Department of 
North Carolina. 


_ west Virginia. 
Department South 
~ Carolina, Flor- 


21,301) 37,774) 9,263) 6,696) 12,751 ....... 23,354) 22,519) 15,059) 200 


a@ Also 7,000 captured by General Forrest. 


_ [JANUARY 28, 29, FEBRUARY 14, and Marca 5, 1865.—For corre- 
spondence between Governor Clark and General Taylor, in regard to — 
ealling out the militia of Mississippi and the transfer of State troops 
to Confederate service, see Series I, Vol. XLIX, Part I, pp. 939, 941, 
moro, 1029. | 


RALEIGH, N. C., January 29, 1868. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 


$1r: It is not to be presumed that the press of public duty leaves 
you much time to read private letters, nevertheless I suppose that 
should you find a moment’s leisure you will not object to hearing the ~ 
views of your countrymen, however humble, who are struggling with 
you for independence. How this war can be successfully managed, 
brought to a speedy and honorable end, bringing us independence, 
are questions that are upon every tongue. I propose to give you my 
plan briefly: Declare by law that every soldier who has or will enlist 
in our Army, and who at the time of such enlistment was not a slave- 
owner or land-holder, shall receive a bounty or pension at the end of 
the war, upon being honorably discharged, of one negro slave and 
fifty acres of land. I will state it thus: We have 3,500,000 slaves. 
2 We have probably enrolled 1,000,000 of men. Half these men are 
___ slave-owners, leaving 500,000 who do not own them. I would give one 
: slave to each such soldier and fifty acres of land, and if he died in 
the service, to his representatives. Thus you spread the institution. 
You make every family in the Government interested in it. You do 
away with the doctrine that this is the rich man’s war and the poor 
man’s fight. Andif the war is to continue you can make the slaves the 
very means of our defense—declare by law that all negroes captured 
from the enemy shall belong to the captors by general orders—declare 
to the enemy that all who will desert and enlist in our Army, take the 
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oath of allegiance and fight in our cause, shall have a negro 
acres of land upon being honorably discharged, and shall furth 
all the negroes which they can capture from the enemy, to be 


own property at the end of the war. Lincoln has tempted thousands. 


of men into his Army by offering reward. I now propose to outbi 


him, and as we have the most alluring means we shall get the most 


men. If we make it to the interest of the world to fight on our side, 


men from all quarters of the globe will take up arms in our defense. — 
We ean reduce Grant’s and Sherman’s armies one-half in numbers by 


desertions if we offer them the bait. We can enlist men from all 


quarters of the United States if we make it to their interest to come. — 


In a word, we can buy out the armed forces of Lincoln, secure their 
service on our side. We can command thousands of men from Ire- 
land, Germany, Poland, Austria, England, and France by offering 
them a home in the sunny South and a servant.- We will thus avoid 


the trouble of arming slaves. We will remove the prejudices against 


the institution and bring all the world up to its support from inter- 
ested motives. The slave-owners can well afford to give up to the 
soldiers who have and will fight to maintain the institution 1,000,000 
of slaves to secure forever the other 2,500,000. The mode of getting 


the land and negroes to pay these bounties with would be by taxa-— 


tion in kind, by general laws to purchase, by donations to the Govern- 


ment, by capture, by enslaving the free negroes in the South, by — 
taxation and contribution by State Legislatures if needed. With — 


this system of laws wisely and properly regulated our people can be 
satisfied. Many of our farmers and mechanics can be released and 


sent home to attend to the industrial pursuits, and anarmy of 500,000 — 


men can be put at General Lee’s disposal to march where he pleases, 
and feed them on the front instead of looking to his rear for supplies. 


Hoping, sir, that the wish of your heart, the independence of the 


South, may be speedily consummated, 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
J. W. ELLIS. 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., January 30, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. J. M. WITHERS: £ 


Str: I learn that Capt. John C. Brown has made application to you 
for authority to recruit and organize into companies such absentees 
and deserters in several of the counties of East Alabama as he may 
induce to do so. This is to say to you that I am solicitor for the 
judicial circuit in which those counties are situated, and am well 
acquainted with the facts which cause Captain Brown to make the 
request, and heartily approve of the project. Most of theso deserters 
are between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, and, so far as 
capacity to endure the hardships of the service, would make good 
soldiers. They are generally men who are conscribed and denied the 
privilege of selecting the regiment and company of their choice. This 
they considered an act of injustice, and it caused many of them to 


desert, and for the same reason they are now unwilling to return to — 


their commands. But I learn that many of them have expressed a 
desire to join the Army if allowed to go into a new organization, and 
I have no doubt they would do so if the right kind of opportunity is 
afforded them. Besides the advantage that would acerue to the 
country in adding men to the Army, it would be doing a very great 


it section of the State if such an 
p These men have in various instances ban 
md committed serious depredations upon good citi ; 
lage, plunder, and steal horses and everything else that is of 
othem. In fact, they area terror tothe people. Last spring 
rned the court-house at Elba, in Coffee [County], and murdered 
of the best citizens of that county. They have also murdered 
‘al of the best citizens of Dale County. In some parts of that ~ 
lntry it is exceedingly dangerous for a loyal man to travel. 
to Captain Brown, I have been well acquainted with him for 
, and take pleasure in saying that I know of no one better fitted . 
n him for such an undertaking. He is an experienced officer, bold, 
n, intelligent, and of unswerving integrity. ; 
_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JAMES N. ARRINGTON, | 
Solicitor of the Highth Circuit. 


_ P. §.—I should have added that Judge Cochran, the judge of the 
circuit, stated to me that he would not hold court in Coffee and Dale 

Counties unless he is protected by the military. He has not held 
court in those counties for the last two years. 


J: Nee 


iY 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., January 380, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. JONES M. WITHERS: 
Str: Inclosed I send you a letter written by Judge Yelverton, of 
Elba, Coffee County, upon the subject of authorizing Capt. J. C. 
Brown to organize a battalion or regiment of men who are and have 
been for some time out of the reach of the Government as deserters 
. and skulkers. I write this to say to you that I was the solicitor of 
. the circuit embracing Coffee County, by virtue of my office as attor- 
-__‘ ney-general, for near twenty years before the commencement of the 
4 war, and am now and have been since the war posted on the condition — 
_- of things in that section, and am perfectly satisfied you could not do 
: a better thing for that portion of the country and the advancement 
i of our cause there than to confer the authority sought for by Captain 
Brown and his friends. No set of men were stronger for secession 
and more loyal at the commencement of the war than many of those 
men who are now deserters. What private griefs they have to take 
their present status I know not, except they are generally poor men, 
and there was much difficulty in the way of having their families pro- 
vided for in their absence. This, added to the fact that they were 
assigned to companies in the service not of their choice, and the fact 
that they resided near the coast of Florida, from whence were occa- 
sional raids by the enemy, partly prompted them to take the position 
as deserters. Considering that they had perhaps forfeited their lives, 
and their characters ruined, many of them, I understand, have been 
giving the enemy not only aid and comfort, but actually fighting 
against us. Many of them desire to return if they can be allowed to 
join in an organization by Captain Brown, whom they all know. He 
lives among them, and they know him well, and know that he is a 
high-minded, brave, and generous man. That section has suffered 
much in the loss of some of our best citizens by the hands of the 
Yankees, aided by these deserters. These men will never go back to 


their old organizations if they Ip it; and 
in in this way we will not only lose that number fr I 
will have them fighting against us. You may judge of the expos 
condition of the country in that section when I tell you that I under 
stand from the solicitor of that circuit now, J. N. Arrington, esq., 
the presiding judge of that circuit refuses to hold the courts do 
there unless he has a military escort to protect him against the desert-_ 
ers and skulkers. That judge is the Hon. John Cochran, whom you — 
know—a man not likely to ask for anything of that sort unless there 
was real danger. If this authority is given Captain Brown I have no ~ 
doubt he can induce several hundred to return to our ranks, enough 
to defend that section and some sent elsewhere. These deserters are — 
frequently between eighteen and forty-five, stout and healthy, brave, | 
and understand the use of fire-arms. JI hope you may grant the 
authority requested. I have not the least doubt that those higher in 
authority than yourself would approve the project if they under- 
stood the facts of the case thoroughly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. A. BALDWIN, 
Attorney-General of Alabama. 


{Inclosure. } 


CoFFEE, January 15, 1866. 
Col. M. A. BALDWIN: 


DEAR SIR: Our mutual friend, Capt. J. C. Brown, visits General 
Withers on business very important. He has on foot a project for 
bringing in and organizing a battalion or regiment of men who are 
and have long been out of reach of the Government—deserters, 
skulkers, &c. Captain B[rown] received from Major-General Withers 
authority to accept them, organize them, &c., and by the time he got 
to work was ordered off to Pollard, Mobile, &c., but has now 100 in 
readiness, with full assurance of all that is out down this way and to 
the coast—2,000 or more—if he can be so fortified as to assure them 
that he can hold and command them, not have them sent off in every 
direction. They are tired of the woods and swamps, and could be 
made good soldiers if they can be humored, and without it they are 
lost. Brown could gradually work them into any service required. 
He is the man forit. They fear and respect him. Go with him to 
General Withers and do all you can. It will aid the Government and 
rid the country of a continual terror, and, I think, stop desertion and 
hiding out down this way. Many of them, [who] have been highly 
respectable, ran off and hid out after supporting the Government, 
serving in the field, and putting in substitutes, and feel that they were 
badly treated. Many, too, who have been for months with the Yankees, 
can be reclaimed. If General W[ithers] has not authority, get him 
to make application to the War Department. It will not do for Brown 
to go any further without Government authority. His life and prop- 
erty would be open to them. They have been told that it is a trap set 
for them, and many have threatened him if it fails. I hope it may be 
arranged safely. Captain B[rown] is well worthy of the promotion, 
and can easily succeed if permitted. He is yet suffering from his 
wound and on furlough. 

Respectfully, 


j bi cid i ss 
err ee , 


G. T. YELVERTON. 


_ Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: 


rr: I have the honor, by direction of the President, to forward for ~~ 
your attention and the. proper action a copy of a resolution of the 


+t 


honor to inclose and submit to your consideratio 
ressed to the Commissary-General by Major Noland, urg 


ses of the Treasury did not admit of the payment of specie in 


ction of requisitions, he requested that the whole matter might 
rred to you as one of ‘“‘vital and immediate importance.” In | 


ymeantime several cargoes of commissary stores have been received 
arleston, and contracts have been made for the introduction of 


on. 
_ [have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

G. A. TRENHOLM, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


_ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., January $1, 1865, 


House of Representatives of the 30th instant, as follows: 
Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to communicate to this 


House: First, the number of soldiers from each State added to the military 


service by enrollment, volunteering, or otherwise since the enactment of the-act 


of April 16, 1862, commonly known as the ‘‘ conscript act;” second, the number. 


of those within the conscript age, exempt, or detailed, discriminating as to the 


_ Classes of each, in each State; third, the number of those within the ages of 


eighteen and forty-five years not disabled or unfit for active service in the field 
who are employed in the respective States in executing the law of conscription, 
or in connection with post commissaries and post quartermasters, or otherwise 


-in derogation of existing laws. 


Very respectfully, 
BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Priwate Secretary. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
e Richmond, Va., January 31, 1865, 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 
Sir: I have received the following resolution of the Senate, referred 
by Your Excellency to this Department: ; 


Resolved, That the President of the Confederate States be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate the information asked for in the resolution of the Senate 


adopted on the 17th day of November last as to the number of persons in each 


State exempted from military service by reason of being claimed as State officers, 
and also the further information in response to the resolutions of the Senate of 
the 9th day of November last as to the number of exemptions and details for 
express, telegraphic, and railroad companies, &c., which the chief of the Bureau 
of Conscription stated in his letter communicated to the Senate in partial response 
to said resolutions was then being procured. 


*See R. W. N. Noland to B. P. Noland (with indorsements), January 20, p.1031. 


: : “ ging 
essity of supplying gold or U. S. Treasury notes for the pur-  ~ 
f supplies. Having informed the Commissary-General that the _ 


_ In response I have the honor to transmit he vith a re 

acting superintendent of conscription giving the inform tion 

for by the Senate, and stating the reasons which have caused t 

delay in replying to the resolution. : ; 
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES A. SEDDON, = 

Secretary of War. | 


RicHMoND, VA., February 1, 1865. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON: a. ; 
My DEAR Sir: You are too well acquainted with the reasons 
which have delayed my answer to your letter of the 18th ultimo* to 
need any explanation on the subject, and must be too well assured of 
my warm personal regard and official confidence to render necessary 
any expression of the regret I feel at being deprived of your aid and 
counsel at this critical juncture in our affairs. < 
I have hoped that further reflection would induce a change in your 
views, but as this has not been the case I am not at liberty to ques- 
tion the reasons for your decision. It is a matter exclusively for your — 
private judgment whether you should be controlled by an expression 
of opinion on the part of the Virginia delegation in Congress that it 
would be advisable to ‘‘reorganize my Cabinet by relieving all the 
present heads of departments.” I have no choice but to acquiesce in 
your conclusion that you cannot longer fill your present position 
without impaired usefulness, nor without doing violence to your own 
feelings. 
I cannot, however, recognize the propriety of your decision, because 
I cannot admit the existence of a power or right in the legislative 
department of the Government or in any part or branch of it to con- 
trol the continuance in office of those ‘‘ principal officers in each of 
the executive departments,” whose choice the Constitution has vested | 
in the Chief Magistrate; whose advice in writing he is empowered to 
require, and whose tenure of office is exceptional, being made to 
depend expressly on ‘‘the pleasure of the President.” The relations 
between the President and the heads of the executive departments 
are, from these, of the closest and most intimate character; they 
imply mutual confidence and esteem and a general concurrence of 
opinion on administrative policy, and it is not a constitutional fune- 
tion of the legislative department to interfere with these relations; 
nor can it be assumed that a change of the heads of departments 
would alter the administrative policy of the Government without also 
assuming as true the injurious supposition that the President has 
permitted them to pursue a policy at variance with his own, and has 
thus failed to do his own duty as chief of the executive department. 
The notion that under our form of government an expression by 
the legislative of want of confidence in the executive department is 
an appropriate exercise of constitutional power and should cause a 
change in the Cabinet is quite unfounded, and it is not difficult to see 
that it arises from a false analogy, that most fertile source of error. 
In Great Britain a vote of the House of Commons expressing a want 
of confidence in the ministry has a controlling influence because the 
Parliament governs. With us it is the reverse. The two cases are so 
distinct as to be opposite rather than parallel to each other. In Great 


* Not found. 


e executive government. The So 
: n. In the Confederacy the heads of 
‘ule nor govern. In Great Britain the Sovereign is — 

ynsible and ‘“‘can do no wrong,” and the ministry alone are 
onsible. In the Confederacy the President may do wrong and is 
yonsible for so doing. The remedy for his wrong-doing isimpeach- _ 
i by the House of Representatives. The Senate is without power 
even to impeach and can only act as judges when the House impeaches. 
n Great Britain, the crown being hereditary as well as irresponsible, 
control of the people over the policy of the Government consists 
efusing, by their Commons, the grant to the Sovereign of supplies 
cessary for carrying on the Government. In the Confederacy the — 
ple choose the President as well as the Congress, and by giving 
a term of six years and making the tenure of office of the Cabinet 
‘his pleasure” have debarred themselves from the power of enforc- 
_ ing any change of administrative policy during that time, It is known 
that this lengthened term of six years without re-eligibility was con- 
ferred by our Constitution on the Executive for the express purpose 
of imparting stability to the Government and of withdrawing all 
- motive for courting popular favor at the expense of duty. 
In Great Britain the ministry are members of the legislative 
department, originate laws, guide administration, exercise the 
appointing power to all offices (the sovereign power being in practice 
_ purely nominal), are apprised in advance of the grounds of a pro- —_ 
posed vote of want of confidence, and have the power and means of 
defending themselves. In the Confederacy the exact reverse of all 
this is the case, and the heads of departments are not even admitted 
to the right of debate on subjects appertaining to their departments 
as contemplated by the Constitution. 
In Great Britain, even after a vote of censure, the ministry may 
dissolve Parliament and appeal to the country, which has not unfre- 
quently reversed the vote. The Commons are thus restrained from 
factions or unfounded charges by the responsibility of making them 
at the peril of being discountenanced by the people, and thus losing 
their own seats. In the Confederacy the exact reverse of all this is 
again the case, and a vote of want of confidence would be free from 
all salutary restraint or responsibility. 

It is needless to continue this exposition. It is too clear for doubt 
that the legislative and executive departments deriving equally 
their existence from the votes of the people, it would be quite as 
proper for the executive department to express want of confidence in 
the legislative department as for the latter to express distrust in the. 
former. 

In stating these views nothing is further from my intention than 
to deny to enlightened public opinion, where deliberately formed 
3 after knowledge of facts, its just and legitimate influence. 

Such public opinion is almost invariably correct, and can rarely be 
disregarded without injury to the public weal. My purpose is simply 
to deny that the declaration of a State delegation, or even a vote of 
one or both Houses, is entitled to be considered as the authentic 
expression of such opinion or as requiring concession from a co-or- 
dinate department of the Government. 

I have been led into this digression by the peculiar circumstances 
which have given rise to your resignation. They are without prece- 
dent. I cannot, however, refuse to relieve you from duties which the 
action of your State delegation has rendered distasteful to you. That 


a it 


regret that our official relations now end is relieved by the reflec 
that you will be near me, and by the assurance that I can ever call o1 
“you with confidence for any aid that you can render in private life. | 
Our personal relations, so pleasant during our official intercourse, — 
will not, I trust, be interrupted, and you carry with you in your — 
retirement my warmest wishes for your health and prosperity. i 
With cordial esteem, your friend, : a oe 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. | 


Hp rs. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL, DIST. OF GEORGIA, — 

Macon, Ga., February 1, 1865, 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, e 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: I beg leave to call your attention to the inclosed communica- 
tion from the commandant of conscripts for this State. The impor- 
tance of correcting some of the evils complained of cannot be too 
strongly impressed upon your mind. It is useless to repeat my views 
on the subject of the conscript law, as I have already presented them 
to you in full and earnest letters, 

Iam, very respectfully, yours, &e., _ 
HOWELL COBB, 
Major-General. 


, ab il 
te a he 


{Indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, February 22, 1865. 
Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 
This Bureau has frequently urged upon the attention of the Gov. 
ernment the matter of this letter. Precisely similar statements come 
from every State in the Confederacy. The Bureau has no authority 
and no means to correct the evil. It receives and puts on duty the 
officers assigned. The commandants devote themselves earnestly and 
intelligently to have the service performed by these officers, but with ~ 
results such as are stated by General Browne. The service never will — 
be performed satisfactorily until intelligent and suitable officers are 
selected and permanently assigned to the duty. 
JNO. S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT SERVICE, GEORGIA, 
Augusta, January 28, 1865, 
Maj. Gen. HOWELL Coss, 

Comdg. Georgia Reserves and Military District of Georgia: 
GENERAL: In reply to your communication directing me to urge the 
enrolling officers to greater energy and assiduity in the discharge of 
their duties, I have the honor to state that Iam painfully aware of the 
shortcomings of my subordinates and of the perfect justice of your 
complaints. Some months ago I made a strong representation to the 


harge their duty. I have the honor to send you here 
of that communication. - Sa 
ware, general, of the accuracy, in part at least, of this — 
on, and you are also aware of the other grave difficulties 
: t in this State to prevent the efficient execution of the cor- 
ptlaws. The Executive of the State and his officials and partisans, 
yy a few prominent and influential public men in the State, have 
ently labored to oppose the execution of these laws and to 
public opinion not only hostile to their execution but com- 
ndatory of their evasion. The class of men now liable to conserip- fee 
on, and who have hitherto kept out of the service, cannot be reached 
der the present system. Instead of finding their security con- 
emned as dishonorable, they find it approved, if not connived at, by 
some whose positions ought to be a warrant of a different course of 
conduct. It is therefore obvious that men assigned to the duty of 
ragging these skulkers from their hiding places should be chosen for 
eir activity, zeal, and intelligence—in a word, the exact opposite 
of those who are acting under my orders. I think, general, you will . 
do me the justice to acknowledge that so far as my personal exertions 
could secure the faithful execution of the law they have not been 
spared. I have seen the difficulty. I have exposed the evils while 
_I was powerless of myself to remedy them. 
There is another matter which I desire to bring to your attention, 
_ and that is the impossibility which has hitherto existed of trying and 
_ punishing delinquent officers. For the past five months I have had | 
Officers in arrest on most serious charges and been unable to bring 
_ them to trial from the absence of any military court in the State. I 
_ have had the honor on several occasions to bring this matter to your 
earnest attention. If a permanent court were established for the 
speedy punishment of offenses and neglect of duty, and properly 
qualified men, irrespective of age or physical condition, ordered to 
report for enrolling duty, the service can be performed. 
4 I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Commandant of Conscripts for Georgia. 


[Sub-inclosure. | 


HEADQUARTERS CONSCRIPT SERVICE, GEORGIA, 
: Augusta, November 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN 8. PRESTON, 

Superintendent Bureau of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: Your telegram of to-day in reference to the discrepancy 
between the official report for September and the registration returns 
as to mail contractors, impels me in self-defense to inform you spe- 
cially of the utter incompetency of the majority of those assigned to 
duty as enrolling officers. Seven months’ experience has proved to 
me conclusively that out of the whole number employed in the con- 
seript service in the State there are not twenty who possess one qual- 
ification for the office. To remove men now on duty because of 
incompetency and replace them by others of the class at my disposi- 
tion, would be simply to put incompetent men who know nothing 
whatever in the place of incompetent men who have learned some- 
thing, small though it be. For the most part, the enrolling and sub- 
enrolling officers belong to the lower and poorer order of society. 


. 


They are ignorant and stupid, and even where 
‘inattentive to their duties. They must be selected from me! 

ally unfit for the service, and of this class all who are good 
thing get recommended for duty in some pleasanter and more po 
branch of the service performed by men found for light duty. 
one who can get employment with a quartermaster, commissary, ti 
collector, or even in a hospital, will ask assignment where, if he does 
his duty at all, he is sure of having hard work and much unpopularity. 
The consequence is, I have none but the refuse of the light-duty men, — 
who can even by courtesy be said to read and write. The men who 
have been disabled in the Army and are assigned to enrolling service — 
are, whether they are commissioned or not, generally ignorant, always — 
incapable of activity and energy, and mostly destitute of the desire | 
to do their duty. They regard their assignment as a retirement with — 
allowances in addition to pay given them as a reward for field service, — 
and that the fulfillment of the duties intrusted to them is not~ 
expected. Of the two classes, the light-duty men assigned by me and ~ 
the army officers and soldiers ordered to report to me because found ~ 
unfit for anything else, I am positive that the latter are the more — 
worthless. 

There can be no more forcible illustration of this neglect and incom- — 
petency than the general failure to obey the order given in my cireu- | 
lar on May 16 to make a full list of the State exemptions and others, 
and of the manifest inaccuracy of the monthly returns. I will give © 
you another instance. When the registration returns were just 
handed to me of the county of Richmond, including the populous 
city of Augusta, they exhibited the names of thirteen boys who would 
reach the age of seventeen during the ensuing year. A repetition of 
the work showed a widely different state of facts. So long, general, 
as the present system of appointing disabled, stupid, and illiterate — 
men to perform duty requiring activity, intelligence, and education, 
the result will be failure; but if the plan proposed in circular of the 
Bureau of Conscription, No. 55, series of last year, is adopted, and 
competent men chosen (for their competency), appointed as enrolling 
officers, the duty will be done and the conscript service be made as 
important as it deserves to be. 

I have alluded only to the incompeteney of enrolling officers. I 
have not mentioned the frauds and corruption which mark their track 
everywhere, carefully covered, but yet observable and keenly felt. 

I desire earnestly to see the duty (second in importance to none) well 
and efficiently performed. Iam deeply mortified at any failure in this 
State. I see and feel the deficiency, and beg respectfully to bring it 
strongly to your attention in the hope that through you it may be cor- 
rected. It is vain to pass laws unless the proper agents be allowed to 
execute them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. BROWNE, 
Colonel and Commandant. 


SCHEDULE No. 10. 


OFFICE BOARD COMMISSIONERS FOR IMPRESSMENT FOR TENN. 
Headquarters, Aberdeen, Miss., February 1, 1865. 
In accordance with the act of Congress to regulate impressment 
the following schedule of prices for produce and army supplies, fur. 


MCODPIONSc ne 2 - css ~~ --- 
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Leon NG 65eS See 
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INTIsa ee eects esc ase 


Pasturage 
_ Potatoes 


.| Flat or band ..-..-.- 


- Description. 


| Dried ..... tae teenie waren cnisind yan ain 
With handles -..... 


Sides, corn fed .. 
Hams, corn fed -. 
Shoulders, corn fed . 


RTO eee toon ae e ease eee eae 


Native a baled eeosso.cccce coe 
Native grass, unbaled 
Timothy or clover, baled...----..---- 
ey or clover, unbaled-..-.-.-- 


First class, artillery -..---.--.------ 


.| Second class, artillery .---..--..-.-- 
-| Third class, artillery BECHARA meee 


First class, ‘cavalry Basa etiee seer ionees 
Second class, Oo wrlle Pea Arp maee soos 
Third class, cavalry 
Pig, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 average.....-... 
Square or round : 


Hoop 
Boiler plate......--- 
Serviceable railroad T - 
Unserviceable railroad 
Strap rail 
CENTRO nosing so oonceeseceadaess 


BAP YO Cae eee ote eaeietatele olet= tematic 


Square edged 


--| Strictly prime 


Rough edged 
| Chin CAG} = s-s- = 


Fully fair......------- 
PIM iesesres ce ahoneaee 
Choieemetae--ceeves as 
Extra choice-..---.--- 
Glaritied’=.--6- <2 -eecnesncmeieate men 


aor puahel of 28 pounds .... 


2 


Quantity, 


Per pee of 56 pounds .--. 
Per bushel of 70 pounds .--.- 
Per bushel of 48 pounds -... 
Per Pega Be ne erence nin sie 


Per gross ton 
Perneb tou. ser secon ees 


Per awe of 34 pounds --- 
Per bushel of 57 pounds. .-. 
Per head per month ...----- 
Per puabe of 60 pounds - -- 


Per bushel of 38 pounds..-.. 
Per bushel of 60 pounds. --. 
Per pound 
Per hel of 56 pounds. --. 
, Per he 


CROs ot etgeiscasal aaa! 
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Se sees YL asbocanoeaeS eMlbess nai 
TIE) Baked... 2000000207 E IIIT) Ber hundredweighé. 777 

ree Dnbaled asec ce oe eran 5 wos inn ce wag aceinee O0 teen ocean 
wa cbse? jn vex <secaneeas RNS H asa eneeeae ase ee ee Per pound ...-.--- z 


w=| OUIGOT 2.222 see ee ee see eee wees ses} FOL PAUON 22.22 2 2s- ee - 


ee eee een eel enn OOD 2 -- --- eee ee eee eee eee 


gee ee eee eee iss Races Met Ser AS A ae ee 


at Wheat straw.-.--..-----: Baled at ases sect ra as wena nea 
-_ SS See WD GNOM aac ciate aiiace rie em farce eel ora (a: PR eT Sea ae os 
EOS ieee rl eee a SE sao oe arco as. Per gallon --2 o..a-ae= == we : 
BNO) ces cata nos Ses Weshed ce secre or eenas aeons Per youn sreece cece eeeeeeee 
Dies Sass Soraeeae Unwashed cass ese re scewet ween ns lamare Gong awe ee oon ena 
BNA ONS a aoe anemidame Soe Wooden axles, 4-horse .--.--.------- Hach -..-------------------- | 
enone aeeerreoe Iron axles, 4-horse ---.--..----+-2---|--=-- GO- agctas yoann sap ei / 
Oi teso sc 2-1. Sees pe Wooden axles, 2-horse -.--.-------.-|----- 80 snaces o-oo 
WO coms sae weet ae TTOn- aAxlOs, 2-NOvSC...4 32 27s Sess eeusineees EG vcccwe sy sta seages canes 
LABOR. 
Quantity. 
fel SSNS 522 aca Sa aasaans Cana e Dae sere etree cee eee a eer per cwt. per mile... 
Hire of 2-horse team, wagon, and driver: : 
ations furnished by-owmnerss << ics dca caae elena oe sea a Sele ame 
Rations tarnished by Govemment;.¢- 255s 5cn 22s oo ee eee ee ee d 
Hire of 4-horse team, wagon, and driver: 4 “ 
Rations furnished by owner --------------- Ye sctigeae 5 seas i Gack Se selena See do....| 12.50 — 
Rations furnished by Government:</.i...2-5-S2eser -5-6 aa = Soe ee ee ee eee do.... 9.00 — 
Hire of 6-horse team, wagon, and driver: > 
Rations tarnished by Ownele=-22=- sce 1 -=seescusecesese (eC eee do.=..|. 15.00% 
Rations furnished by Govermmentias. os252<-sse2 posses) eae ee ee dessa 11. 00 
Hire of laborer: a 
ations furnished. by: OwmMelte <5 -© ca ca dees a= fae eas Saas Saisie yes sea aa doz=22 2.00 
Rations:furnished:byiGovernment..-sousciet a: see eRe eenen > chee axe ae secre dos... 1.50 
DO ec se stgmin Soo ce easing Te ee eae ae car ee nk a ee kas per month..| 25.00 
: Rations and clothing furnished by Government --......------..-----+--------------- do....| 15.00 
Hire of mechanics for mechanical purposes; rations and clothing furnished by Government, 
per Month va. . recess sees densecaasecesmenossp erence eee ae te eee eee 30. 00 


The following enumerated articles to be paid for under the act of 
Congress regulating manufactures, to wit: Woolen cloths, drills, flan- 
nels, hats, jeans, Osnaburgs, domestic shirting and stripes, sacking 
and tent cloths, 75 per cent. on the net cost of production. 

The undersigned deem it proper to state that the above schedule of 
prices is adopted in accordance with the maximum schedule of prices 
agreed upon by the commissioners in convention assembled at Mont- 
gomery, Ala., on the 20th day of September (convened by order of the 
Secretary of War), representing the States of South Carolina, Georgia,’ 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Tennessee, and are the prices at 
which alone Government agents can, without violation of the law, 
impress private property; and for the information of all concerned 

nai that section of the impressment act which prescribes the pains and 
“penalties incurred by a violation of its provisions is hereto appended: 
Src. XI. That any commissioned or non-commissioned officer, or private, who 


shall violate the provisions of this act shall be tried before a military court of the 
corps to which he is attached, on complaint made by the owner or other persons ; 


iered and put into. 

€ ssioned « peivals: he shall suffer ; 
consistent with military law as the court may direct. 
ct f om General Orders 
ted March 7, 1864: i 
all cases in which the offer of an impressing officer is refused he will 
to adjust the price according to the first section of the act above recited he! 


, by the judgment of the two loyal and disinterested persons of the city, 
or ae in which the impréssment may be made, one to be selected by 
T, 


- 
eas 


f 


, No. 30, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- a | 


is bailee, or agent, and one by the impressing officer. In the event 


he will indorse his approval and pay for the property, and the right in the 
ject impressed will become the property of the Confederate States; but if he 
es not approve of the appraisement he will decline to approve it, and indorse 
reasons for his refusal on the certificate and forthwith report the case to the 
mmissioners appointed under the fifth section of the act to which the act 
ve recited is an amendment; and in the meantime the property will be taken 
areceipt describing the property and proceedings for adjustment of the price 
. the appeal given to the owner. The impressing officer will immediately 
report the case to the appraisers, with the statement of the quality and condition 
_of the property, and his opinion on the subject. : 
W. EH. TRAVIS, 


oe WM. H. SNEED, 
; Conmumissioners. ae 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
: Richmond, February 2, 1868. 
~ Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
- Secretary of War: 
Sir: At the request of Colonel Screven, president Atlantic and 

Gulf Railroad, I have the honor to state that the railroad connection 
between Albany and Thomasville is of vast importance to the Govy- 
ernment. It would not only keep connection between our armies and 

a section of country extremely fertile, but make available for trans- 

portation purposes a large amount of rolling-stock and railway iron 

_ ‘otherwise hopelessly cut off from the routes of travel and transporta- 

tion on which all active military operations depend. As this connec- 
tion with Southern Georgia and Florida, and with all their products 

and railway improvements, was once made through Savannah, here- 
after it would be quite as effectually made through Albany. 

J am satisfied the value of the supplies to be transported from those 
fertile sections has not been overstated by Colonel Screven. The 
obstacle which is usually interposed in the way of attempting the 
construction of any new line does not present itself here, for there is 
both iron and rolling-stock in abundance not only close at hand for 

their purpose, but not available for any other. 

So far as the connection between Quincy and the Chattahoochee 
may be considered a competing project for the favor of Government, 
I remark that while it would serve in a measure the purpose of secur- 
ing the supplies of that immediate country (though much of it by a 
circuitous route), it would be almost useless in securing the rolling- 
stock for service elsewhere. With such boats and such navigation 
as the Chattahoochee River can furnish, it would occupy months to 
remove their rolling-stock, if, indeed, it were possible to accomplish 


to the Chattahoochee are of thems Ives sufficient to occ 


. 
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it at all. Moreover, the su 


L 


transportation on that river, leaving it altogether insufficient to ac 
modate the additional amount proposed to be thrown upon it. 
there should be no competition between these improvements, as 
one does not necessarily exclude the other. The resources 
which they will respectively draw will not be the same, and therefc 
not conflict. The rolling-stock, iron rails, labor, and food would be 
controlled by each improvement from its own vicinity. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster-General. 


- 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ORDNANCE BUREAU, 
Richmond, February 2, 1865. 

Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 

Secretary of War: 
Str: In answer to the following extract of a resolution of the Senate — 
of the 24th of January— : 
* * * First. With information as to the number of white men between the ~ 
ages of eighteen and forty-five and of the number of negroes who, in addition to — 
their own officers, may be required for the necessary employments and the © 


proper discharge of the functions of the departments of * * * Ordnance 
iBuredisa se 


._ [have the honor to submit that there were borne on the rolls of this : 


department on the Ist of October, 1864, 3,433 white men between the ~ 
ages of eighteen and forty-five, including contractors and their 
employés. General Orders, No. 82, reduced this number to 2,691, 
turning over to the enrolling officers 742. Of the number thus turned 
over full one-half were mechanics of the classes now needed to push 


on work. These must be returned—say 400. This will leave our 


working force at the arsenals less by about 342 men than on the Ist of 
October, but will suffice. In addition, in order to raise the product of 
our armories in time to 55,000 arms per annum, 800 good mechanics 
must be added. Say that three-fourths of these will be white men 
oe hae the ages of eighteen and forty-five, the total required thus 
will be: 


Number in workshops December 31______- Me rrene umanae eae. 2,691 
Number of those taken by general orders to be returned________.__________ 400 
Number to be added for additional product of arms ___.__________________. 600 

Votal...: 2.9 ses can dstessek ee eedee. 2s oe) 8, 691 


This would give us a total of 258 more workmen than we had Octo- 
ber 1, 1864, but would raise the product of arms from 40,000 to 55,000 
(in time). The number of negroes on the rolls of the department dur- 
ing the past year is 830; add to these, say, 1,000, in the employ of 
contractors, of which there are no returns in this office, making 1,830 
negroes employed. An addition of 50 per cent. should be made to 
that part of this force employed at the arsenals, &e¢., in order that 
as much as possible may be done with labor of this description, mak- 
ing 1,245 as the number needed at these establishments. This estimate 
is reduced to the smallest figures with which the operations of the 
Bureau can be successfully carried on. 


en between the ages of eighteen an 
slaves, 2,245. 


eure J. GORGAS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Ordnance. 


£ 
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ulate RicHMonpD, Va., February 3, 1865. 

1 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

esponse to your resolution of the 25th ultimo I herewith trans- 
a communication from the Secretary of the Navy covering copies - _ 
of his correspondence with the Governor of North Carolina relative 
to “coals of the steamer Advance.” aa 
— JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


a 


({Inclosure.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
in ‘ Richmond, January 31, 1865, 
‘he PRESIDENT: ; 
_ Ser: In response to the following resolution of the House of Repre- 

- sentatives, viz— ce 

_ Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to transmit to this Hous Bee 
copies of the correspondence between the Secretary of the Navy and the Goy- 
-ernor of North Carolina touching the seizure of the coals of the steamer Advance 

by officers of the Navy Department— 


_ Referred by you to this Department for attention, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith copies of my letters of the 28th of December 
last and 28th instant to Governor Vance and his reply of the 3d instant 
to the first-named letter, with accompanying papers. * 
My last communication to Governor Vance was delayed by the 
causes therein stated. s 
Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
S. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Sub-inclosure No. 1.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, NAVY DEPARTMENT, 

Richmond, December 28, 1864. 
His Excellency Z. B. VANCE, 

Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh, N. C.: 

. Str: Confident that you will be pleased to correct any error of state- 

ment into which you may have been inadvertently led, I beg leave to 

invite your attention to the following extracts from your recent mes- 

sage, and to the subjoined copies of official’ papers upon the subjects 
to which the extracts refer: 

After losses by detention, the surrender of cargo space, &c., of not less than 
$200,000 in gold, I regret also to have toannounce the loss of the steamer Advance 
during the month of September. This noble vessel, the pride of the State and 
benefactor of our soldiers and people, was captured by the enemy after she had 


successfully made her way through the blockade squadron, in consequence of the 
seizure of her coal for the use of the cruiser Tallahassee, compelling her to put 


_ * For Vance to Mallory, January 8, 1865, with inclosed certificates of O’Reilly 
and Harris, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part IT, pp. 1006, 1157. For Savage to Mur- 
ray, also inclosed, see p. 905, ante. For Mallory to Vance, January 28, 1865, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part IT, p. 1156. 


to sea with North Carolina coal. This, being unsuited tc 
~ machinery, rendered her incapable of making more than half her 
left behind her a dense volume of black smoke, by which she wa 
captured. So obviously is her loss attributable to the unwarranted se 
coal, that I trust you will memorialize for compensation. The unwise | ) 
making our only remaining sea-port a resort for our cruisers cannot be tor 
strongly condemned. It has doubled the stringency of the blockade, has alr 
caused the loss of many valuable steamers, and will ultimately provoke 
utmost efforts of the enemy to ee Wilmington. It is no exaggeration to s: 
thav the Advance alone, in solid benefits, has been worth more to our Go 
ment than all the cruisers we have ever had afloat. Why it should be the aie y 
of our Government to compel the State to quit the importation of supplies 
the common benefit, and then pursue a course with our armed vessels so well 
calculated to crush all importations whatever, is to me inexplicably strange. 


Captain Pinkney, C. 8. Navy, in command of naval forces at Wil- 
mington, and under whose directions coals_were obtained for the 
Tallahassee and Chickamauga, forwards the following report on the — 
subject: ; 


Flag Officer R. F. PINKNEY, ; nS 
Commanding, &e.: 


Sir: In reply to your verbal inquiry in reference to the impressment of coal on 
this station for the use of C. S. cruisers that have recently sailed from this port 
I have the honor to state that not one particle of coal was taken from the steamer 
Advance, nor one pound impressed to which the State or any of the joint owners” 
ot that steamer had the slightest claim. When the steamers Let-Her-B and Florie 
were being fitted out, a portion of the coal necessary for the supply of those 
steamers was taken from the wharf of Messrs. Power, Low & Co., the agents and 
part owners of the Advance; but I was distinctly informed by a member of that 
firm that this coal belonged to three different steamers not then in port. To one 
of these steamers I had lent about twenty tons of North Carolina coal to be 
returned in English coal, and the quantity taken from her just satisfied my claim. 
The other two steamers, as I have said, were not then in port, and the coal that 
belonged to them was lying there waiting their return. It is now alleged by 
the agents of the Advance that as they had control of this coal it might have been 
available for the Advance if the Government had not impressed it. This, how- 
ever, is a mere probability, as other steamers belonging to this firm might in the 
meantime have come in short of fuel, to which this coal would have undoubtedly 
have been given. At any rate it did not belong to the Advance, nor was it retained 
for her exclusive use, and its being appropriated to her use depended upon a mere 
contingency—namely, her not being preceded into port by other vessels with an 
insufficiency of coal for their outward voyage. It will, then, be seen that the 
extraordinary statement ventured upon by Governor Vance in his late annual 
message, that the loss of the Advance is attributable solely to the impressment of 
coal by the Confederate States Government has yery little foundation in fact. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
J..A. WILLARD, 


Naval Coal Agent. 
Forwarded by R. F. Pinkney, captain, &c. 


You will perceive from this report that your statement as to coals 
taken from or belonging to the Advance was an error. 

I deem it proper to advert particularly to the following paragraph 
of your message: 


These cruisers sally forth with coal seized from steamers engaged in bringing 
supplies of vital importance, thus insuring their capture, destroy a few insignifi- 
cant smacks, which only serve to irritate the enemy, and then steam back to Wil- 
mington to seize more coal, bringing down upon the inlets a new swarm of the 
enemy’s gun-boats. 


It is not my purpose to discuss questions of policy, but simply to 
correct errors of fact, and I deem it unnecessary here to express an 
opinion upon the views which your letter presents relative to the use 
made of the port of Wilmington by Confederate cruisers. Nor. in 
reference to your remark as to the “course of the Government with 


‘oper to apprise you that no information of the loss of any 
resulting from the impressment of her coals, other than that 
in your message, has ever reached this Department, nor 
iny reason to believe that any vessel was ever lost from the 
ated in the foregoing statement. Under the orders of this _ 
ent but one day’s fuel could be taken from any steamer, and _ 
rth Carolina coal substituted for the quantity thus taken could 
ned at night without disadvantage or danger from its smoke. 
fo enable you to correct so much of your statements as limits the 
res made by the Tallahassee and Chickamauga, from which you 
ll perceive that those captures were not only more important than 
consistent with your statement, but that nineteen out of the forty- 
were square-rigged vessels. 
_ IT have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


t of vessels captured by the C. S. S. Tallahassee, under command of Commander 
‘ John Taylor Wood, C. S. Navy. 


Name of vessel. Tonnage. | Disposition. 
Schooner Sarah A. Bayce - = os -| 281 80-95 | Seuttled. 
-| Pilot boat Jas. Funk...... s = -| 120 91-95 | Burnt. 
Brig Carrie Estell...-. .| 248 75-95 Do. 
Bark Bay State ..-..-- -| 199 47-95 Do. 
Reig aA Rioh ards, .o...s-s< cee eencss enna eat ea me eee 274 80-95 Do. 
Schooner Carrall - S. cac...csea= sss icwaiae eee amen eckcmaes weir viaslere eeaetsoae Bonded. 
iealoi nopiewe ta Dells «ache ooo chmce op cs SS -aae > ee sean dae ep eaan loc cecne sacs Burnt. 
MCHGOHCrTA tWaniG =<... seasesennce sanOon cine tene sya tapas ceeeee ses 156 27-95 Do. 
12 | Ship Adriatic .......- ee A ea asin eee agentes sae 989 22-95 Do. 
ae Pitr ees tke eee re ipsa oc Sanchar ae Me Bo v wc bie Rea Sae JacWfemsmeee vache Bonded. 
Em ESCHOONGT SPO KANOsccsm see ese cscc- asses cclsse elec cst cases see <2 126 3-95 | Burnt. 
E amRE NLL UlO Waser ceases as cece nt Come crieciee eres scicem aman sacs 173 31-95 | Scuttled. 
= P2pEsGhoOoner RODb. ln PAaGker: = 220c-<<ccaea sGino te csc cw sets ceencnecs 222 Bonded. 
s enon a OME Ol ivis alaloaia in| '= a)ais oie (Si) sier sin nisioisjale. vinielecininlawisiac «aaa vie 789 3-95 | Scuttled. 
Pan escnooner Lammot DU PONG cn ccnc ce cae cece meee cs cnvervurecrctie-vee 194 14-95 | Burnt. 
=z ieee Shiprdias.elibbleield sos. acesass == saeco seo ee- sc-cas=- sca sesame 547 Scuttled. 
‘ mimscnooner Mary A. PaWOS=-.ccesces.roc-cawccwine-ses-saredcecn ons 61 Do. 
‘ ; TSE CHOONOT- PLO WATE! s-622 5 oqaacia < cece cine anise ase cejeccmce se sane 147 69-95 Do. 
4 AbPESchooner# tonal: Waeath-a--ccsescceces save cing scree ese esses cueeee 54 11-95 Do. 
4 15 | Schooner Sarah B. Harris..-..-.-- Sani bas |auetes gietacwa Bonded. 
E 15 | Schooner Restless. ...--- 49 45.95 | Scuttled 
; -15 | Schooner Etta Caroline . 39 23-95 Do 
4 16 | Bark P.C. Alexander ... mee Eoiltsese Burnt 
160 Schooner Leopard - << .cecsa-. oes one wa semen s nin mn etienwneee en ewenne 73 92-95 Do. 
PERS CHOONON: LORt aaa as sociale nian os eae wimiew simrine Scie nie sisiae i= oe ee 41 66-95 Do. 
TGMSehOOnEr SALANyLOUIRG: onmere cece cn sim ionw eis = asa <= -ne one reine pe 81 3-95 Do. . 
16 | Schooner Mapnolia..........-..----------2++ + 02-22-22 ee tee ee ee 35 23-95 Do. 
17 | Schooner North America...-.-.----.----------++----+-+--+--+---- 82 47-95 | Scuttled. 
17 | Brig Neva... ......-- 202-20 cece ce en eee e eee ee eee ence e teenie ee 286 Bonded. 
7a BSGhOOn OT A CHOM, = .a<sccr ons as Sooo incisce + es sieser em asaeesceme 123 Burnt. 
17 | Schooner Piadeen AE IO ESOC Bane Seis er net rosecodlemaacenanets Pelessed 
GHOOMELEO UGILS ae ooo ce Unit cies aiseinipid oS nine cioenisie Senin eciemeleeaeaielllnminlnisieisiainsmis F 
20 Brig TRO AMG oa vie eielaie snisiaiccictein.ce ow ivle.wiciwie'e ofcreleinwcinie nom imgeiisia anne 127 47-95 | Burnt. 
RECAPITULATION. 
Sea Tred ete = ee ep aa Saieie c oR wig ins nie siniaje = miainoim w nleldin Mintqintniele pacino bmian(eineleigc cis as + s-.--jqes eee se 16 
Scuttled . 2.2. .-2 20 onan ee ne en ne eee nent eee rene n ener eee e nen n tees renee sere cnesens 10 
Bonded . 2. ang enn wenn acne nnn nee ewe e cee cee ee cee een mee renee ene m ee nnn ne cement er ene nceesenaeee x 
Be paretl eee aera epee ecm ominieiwicieiayep ise’ olen oeinieameleonbinpigsaan'ssinws sin <4 oc0eseeesine gee einsjecenie 
teller aac seen nian nninn sie a svt'ea sielonie croteinsenmeicleleinieamejnlsinias ale(sninin'siaiev.0.0.0's0nacaneeene manane ner an 33 


67 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 


Sn a 


| a gall a Se : 
ri FLL | 


List of vessels captured by C 


Name of vessel. 


Bark Empress Theresa ...----..------------+----2 222-2222 cess cee c eer eeeeee 
Sohooner A, i. Bind 22-2 -<scs5 25 ~ soe'ne isew ese Soe daeeing => aan wenger 
Schooner EH. FP. Lewis... --<------3 -ces0 cece ws onan ee sc eniennccmsnpasesersoss 
. Schooner Napor «se. .0.ss0cc6 ceccce ccbew a seesceencres ence enon enewberasecusees 
Brig L. D. Wagner ...----------------------2------20222-eeeeee SSE a oe 
Ship Arcole .......---222----- 222+ eee ne ene ln een cee en ene e ene n eee en ene 


~ Sit 


~ ust 
List of vessels captured by the C. 8. S. Chickamauga, under command of Lieut. 
John Wilkinson, C. S. Navy. 


Date of isa ceeeeal 
capture. Name of vessel. : Tonnage. | Dispo 
1864, : a 
Oct. 80.) Bark Mark 1, Potietne-- 2) shine na saenec esate cece ae laemiete= 389 | Burnt. = 
31>. Bark Kimmo 97, Galic os coee eae oe nee ene oe Sema sesamiae eee 492 Do. - 4 
$15) Shin Shooting Staracacs-< op sone ceases 2 os0 6 on nacieteie swans aa Seen 947 Do. 
¢ Bi SeBarksAl pion duiNGOln o2ss8e cise as ach awe dem naan misiteen eters eee eae 237 | Bonded. ; 
‘ Nov.0-GiSchooner Godspeed: <s..<- 6-5 see 0s3 one ces-s-c0eseneeanmaaene== 283 | Scuttled. 
1 fBchooner: Otier. Rock. cnn 2c ncsievg ncxamnsnnsasinass alee eee seen tt Do. =a 
2) Bark Speedwell <q. 0c 0<cmnececmwaceau semana clemn salteee ets erie 335 | Bonded. 


[FEBRUARY 5, 1865.—For Beauregard to Brown and Magrath, 
calling for all the available forces in the States of Georgia and South | 
Carolina, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part IT, p. 1104.] ; 


. 7 

[FEBRUARY 6, 1865.—For General Orders, No. 3, Adjutant and 

Inspector General’s Office, publishing ‘‘ An act to provide for the 

appointment of a General-in-Chief of the armies of the Confederate 

States;” also appointing General Robert E. Lee to that position, and 

revoking General Orders, No. 23, of 1864, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 
Part IT, p. 1205. ] 


[FEBRUARY 6, 1865.—For Davis to the Senate and House of hep- 
resentatives of the Confederate States, submitting report of A. H. 
Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter, and John A. Campbell, of conference held 
with President Lincoln and Mr. Seward, in Hampton Roads, Va., see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 446.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., February 6, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


Str: In view of the difficulty in obtaining slave labor in the State 
of South Carolina under the act of 17th of February, 1864, on 
account of obstacles interposed by the State laws of that State, which 
render the labor unavailable for the purposes of the act, I have the 
honor, in compliance with your indorsement of 2d instant, to recom- 
mend that His Excellency the Governor of South Carolina be requested 


RITIES. 
ITIES ‘see 


slature thereof a modification of the State 
ite: impressment of slaves of such tenor and 
1ay render the labor, when obtained by impressment agents __ 
i State, available for all the military purposes ofthe Confederacy, 
fied in the act of Congress above referred to; that is, that the 
impressment may be for twelve months; that the slaves may 
without the limits of the State when necessity may demand 
d for all the purposes enumerated in the act; that they may be 
bject to the control and supervision of Confederate authorities and 
ts, and be placed in all respects on the same footing as slaves 
ressed under that act in other States. - 
This recommendation was originally prepared under the impression oe 
that the Legislature of South Carolina was at this time in session. I 
have since learned, however, that it is not, and it is feared that these 
Suggestions cannot be carried into effect at once. 
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Engineer Bureau. 


OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, February 6, 1865. 


Capt. R. H. BROWNE, 
} Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Reserve Forces, Alabama: 
CAPTAIN: I herewith return letter of H. G. Humphries, enrolling 
officer, Mobile County, dated 27th of January, 1865, which was 
returned to this office from headquarters Reserve Forces, Alabama, 
asking ‘‘upon what ground does the decision rest that youths under 
seventeen may join commands with the assent of their parents, and 
not be liable subsequently to enrollment and assignment.” I inclose 
a copy of the letter referred to by the enrolling officer, and also a 
copy of circular from this office, dated December 6, 1864, touching the 
same subject. The acts of Congress and orders predicated thereon 
have uniformly permitted parties liable to conscription to volun- 
teer previous to enrollment under certain restrictions. The law 
and orders nowhere prohibit the enlistment of persons not liable to ‘ 
conscription. Therefore, if a youth is enlisted before he becomes 
liable under the law, he cannot be considered liable to conscription 
unless he has been discharged from the command in which he was 
enlisted. Of course a man is not considered (in law) an enlisted man 
or soldier until his name is borne upon the rolls of a legally organized 
company. Paragraph X, General Orders, No. 24, Adjutant and 
Inspector General’s Office, 1864, revoked all authorities that had been 
given to ‘‘raise troops or to recruit for any particular command.” 
That paragraph is understood as having reference alone to special 
authority that had been given to certain officers. Such authority, 
for instance, as General Clanton held at one time, and such as Col. 
John C. Reid proposes to hold now. Under that paragraph a man 
would not be protected from enrollment if enlisted by any officer 
raising troops for the purpose of organizing a new company. It is 
not, however, understood as forbidding the enlistment of exempts into 
old and depleted organizations. J have long entertained the opinion 
that the policy of receiving youths under seventeen years of age into 
companies in the general service is pernicious, as they are often 


ee 
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received when they have not sufficient physical development to enable 
them to undergo the hardships of the general service. Besides t! 
it often operates as a conversion of the material that should be pre 
erly distributed where it is most needed. Young men use the pri 5 
lege of volunteering to avoid a supposed odium of being enrolled by 
conscript officers, and generally under the cavalry or artillery service. | 
Believing that such recruits were not desirable, it has been my policy 
not to encourage their enlistment, and hence the publication of 
circular of 6th of December, 1864. I am of the opinion that the pub- 
lication of a general order by proper authority positively prohibiting — 
the enlistment of youths under seventeen years of age into commands | 
in the general service would promote the best interests of the service. — 
In fact, I do not believe that the interest of the service is promoted 
by allowing conscripts to volunteer before enrollment. They should — 
all be sent to camps of instruction and assigned, when practicable, to — 
commands of their choice. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. LOCKHART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commandant, Alabama. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES OF ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, February 9, 1865. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

The true points involved in the ease are not clearly presented, either 
in the communication of inquiry from the enrolling officer at Mobile, 
or in the response of Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart. There is no law 
or order in force authorizing the enlistment of persons not liable to 
conscription otherwise than as prescribed in paragraph IV, General 
Orders, No. 22, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Richmond, 
February 23, 1864. That order requires the enrollment of such parties 
wishing to volunteer, and authorizing transportation to be furnished 
them to their commands. The usual interpretation given of this 
paragraph is, that the enrollment only entitles to transportation, and 
was not intended to restrict the right or prescribe the mode of volun- 
teering. Such may have been the correct interpretation of the inten- 
tion of the order when first published, which was only six days after 
the passage of the act of the 17th of February, but such interpretation 
is certainly not in harmony with the policy adopted and the system 
inaugurated by the Government since that date. 

The purpose of the Government, as I understand it, has been to 
correct irregularities and abuses by systematizing the dispositions of 
present and prospective material for filling up our armies. Why 
were the enrolling officers required to take the census of the youths 
between sixteen and seventeen years of age in their respective 
counties for the information of the Government, if it was not to ascer- 
tain the annual prospective material on which the Government could 
rely for replenishing our armies? Why are enrolling officers and 
camps of distribution established? Why are monthly reports show- 
ing disposition of every man required from these camps? And why 
is it that applications to be placed in general service from individuals 
and from organized companies of youths between the age of seventeen 
and eighteen are all rejected? These are certainly more capable of 
bearing the hardship and exposure incident to the general service 
than are those of more tender years. It cannot be, therefore, that it 


1e Governmen ermit to ti 
ss time and again denied to the former. 
, General Orders, No. 42, Adjutant and Inspector 
Richmond, April 14, 1864, may have been intended — 
revoke all special authorities theretofore given to raise — 
reeruits for particular commands, and as an isolated order 
might thus be properly limited. Not so, however, when 
is one of a series of orders all tending to show the gradual 
j ent of a policy and system to be perfected and adopted. If 
n mistaken in the policy of the Government and intent of existing 
then a youth the day before he arrives at the age of seventeen — 
nd after he shall have been notified by the enrolling officer to 
ear at his office on the date of his being seventeen years of age, 
e taken by his father to any of the many privileged companies 
pying, temporarily at least, bombproof positions, without refer- 
to the demands of the service or interests of the country, and thus 
d enrollment and defeat in part, at least, its object. The facets of 
the case which have rendered necessary the settlement of this ques- 
tion substantially agree, I think, with the one supposed. My order 
to the enrolling officer was not to permit such parties to continue in 
the companies thus enlisting them, but to request of the general com- 
-manding at Mobile an order for such parties to be turned over to him 
_ for enrollment and such disposition as was required by his instruc- 
tions. I request the decision of the Department and its instructions. ee 
% J. M. WITHERS, 
Major-General. 


[Second indorseiment. | 


~ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

There is no prohibition of law upon the enlistment of youths under 
seventeen when the consent of the parents is given. But the Depart- 
ment has never approved the practice of their enlistment, and has 
only allowed it upon special applications. The Department has not 
given to any officer the power to make such enlistments specially for 
general service, and would not doso except in a special case. Enlist- 
ments in particular (under such authorities) companies for general 
service would not be legal, and when they attain the age of seventeen 
the youths should be withdrawn and placed in the reserves. The 

_ Department would not regard enlistments under such authorities as 

legal, unless the authority contained the express provision that such 

_ youths might be enlisted. It is contrary to the general policy. 

By order: 


a 


J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War.’ 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


ENROLLING OFFICE, MOBILE COUNTY, 
Mobile, January 27, 1865. 
Lieut. GEORGE WRAGG, 
Adjutant, Montgomery : 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 25th instant in regard to the enlistment of youths under 
seventeen years of age. According to article 1402, Army Regula- 
tions, it would appear that this class of persons had the right to join 
a command with the consent of their parents, but how do you get 
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around paragraph X, General Orders, No. 42, Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, April 14, 1864? If the authority to recruit be 
revoked, the question arises how can any person join without pas 
ing through the enrolling office? And if they pass through th 
enrolling office why would they not be subject to the same regula- 
tions in being sent to camp for assignment that is required of per- 
sons over seventeen? Major-General Withers thinks, indeed asserts, | 
that all youths who have joined commands before they were seven- — 
teen are liable to be enrolled and sent to camp for assignment when | 
they arrive at the age of seventeen. Captain Tobin has, so I learn, — 
142 men in his company, whilst he is only allowed 84 men, being ~ 
an artillery company. About the time of my assignment to this | 
office I am certain that a number of young men, both under and 
over eighteen, joined different companies for the purpose of avoid- — 
ing the enrolling officer, and I think for the purpose of selecting 
companies with a view of doing as little service as possible. The 
young men who joined Tobin’s battery, and which gave rise to my 
first letter upon this subject, received a furlough of twenty days as 
soon as they joined. Captain Tobin, I am pleased to state, seems to 
be a very popular officer, as there appears to be a great disposition to 
join his command. I am somewhat at a loss to know what course — 
to pursue in the case now at issue until the decisions of Major- | 
General Withers and Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart are reconciled. 
I do not want to take any step that I cannot sustain, and I there- 
fore submit the case again to the commandant with a view to my final 
action in the premises. : 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. G. HUMPHRIES, 
Enrolling Officer. 


al 


{First indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, ALABAMA, 
Montgomery, Ala., January 31, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Major-General Withers for his decision. 
H. C. LOCKHART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commandant, Alabama. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVES, 
Montgomery, February 4, 1865. 

Respectfully returned to commandant of conscripts. 

Upon what ground does the decision rest that youths under seven- 
teen may join commands with the consent of their parents and not 
be liable subsequently to enrollment and assignment ? 

By command of Major-General Withers: 

R. H. BROWNE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, 
Montgomery, Ala., February 6, 1865. - 
_ Respectfully returned to Major-General Withers, with remarks 
inclosed. 
H. C. LOCKHART, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Commandant. 


ce Pre 
( ANT OF CONSCRIPTS OF ALABAMA, 
bai — ——- Montgomery, January 25, 1865. — 
UMPHRIES, __ he 

_ Enrolling Officer, Mobile, Ala.: 

irected by the commandant (Alabama) to acknowledge 
; of your letter of January 20, and to state that this office has” 
control of a youth under seventeen. They cannot be mustered 
vice except in the manner provided for by article 1402, Army 
g ions. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
~ ; : GEO. WRAGG, 
; First Ineutenant and Assistant Adjutant. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


CIRCULAR. | OFFICE COMMANDANT OF CONSCRIPTS, 

a Montgomery, Ala., December 6, 1864. 

_ It having been brought to the notice of this office that in some 

instances [orders] have been given to parties under seventeen years 

of age to report to the Army, enrolling officers are instructed that 

they have no authority over any party under seventeen or over fifty 

years of age, and that any action on their part in regard to such par- 

ties, except in cases specially directed, is unauthorized and forbidden. J 

By order of H. C. Lockhart, lieutenant-colonel and commandant 

for Alabama: : 
GAs. CARN: 2 

First Ineutenant and Adjutant. 


E STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 


= Raleigh, February 6, 1865. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: I have received information from numerous citizens of 
Burke County that certain persons profess to have authority from 
the Confederate Government to distill grain into whisky in that 
county, and that they have and now are buying up grain at high 
prices for that purpose. The citizens from whom I receive this 
information represent that grain is very scarce in that section of the 
State, and that the families of soldiers and the poor and needy 
will require all the surplus which can be spared from the Army. It 
is also stated that the whisky when so distilled is to be converted 
into vinegar, and is not to be used for hospital purposes. I am 
informed that it has been urged upon the Confederate authorities, as 
a reason for granting such privilege, that large quantities of pork can 
be raised from the swill of these distilleries, but surely such a reason | 
could not influence their action. If the object is to raise pork, it can 
be much better effected by feeding the grain directly to the swine. 
Knowing as I do the wants of the community whose interest is thus 
to be affected, I most earnestly insist that if such permission has been 
granted it be immediately revoked. 

With sentiments of much respect, your obedient servant, 

: Z. B. VANCE, 


y 
Respectfully returned to the Honorable Secretary of Wat 
Some whisky is needed for issue to the troops when much 
and more for the manufacture of vinegar. The distillatic 
ordered in Burke County, N. C., because of the difficulty of 
porting the corn from that section of country. As no distillation 
permitted in Virginia or North Carolina along the lines of railroa 


see no reason to change my decision. 
: L. B. NORTHROP, 


Commissary-General of Subsistence: 


CIRCULAR. | : WAR OFFICE, — 

February 7, 1865, — 

The Secretary of War desires that you will prepare at once, for his’ 

information, a succinct but clear statement of the means and ~ 

resources you have on hand for carrying on the business of your Bureau - 

and your ability for carrying it on, and what impediments exist and — 

what is necessary for that purpose. ; = 

Respectfully, : 
R. G. H. KEAN, 

Chief of Bureau of War. 

(To Chiefs of Bureaus. ) 


MONTGOMERY, ALA., February 7, 1865. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: Lieutenant Gordon, of the Army of Virginia, and a 
brother of Major-General Gordon, will hand you this letter. He will 
show you the authority he received from the late Secretary of War to 
raise a cavalry company in Georgia and explain his wishes in refer- 
ence to the change which he proposes. Whilst I cannot recommend 
the application as made, and am firm in the conviction that all such — 
irregular authorities only gender confusion, yet I think the services — 
of Lieutenant Gordon might prove valuable in North Alabama, and — 
that if ordered to report to me there would be no great difficulty in 
raising at least a company for him with which to operate in that now 
infected section of the State. 

Although this communication is not intended as official, I hope you 
will excuse me for requesting your attention to the condition of the 
reserve forces and of the conscript service in this State as reported to 
the late Secretary of War in communications of the 15th and 17th of 
December last. To render the reserve forces efficient the change in 
officering them is indispensable. To correct abuses, if not actual 
corruption, in the conscript service, and to infuse energy and effi- 
ciency into the system, there must be a change in what I consider its 
present organization. If the general of the reserves in each State is 
held responsible for the conscript service in his State, he should cer- 
tainly have full authority to change and remove officers from positions 
for which he found they were incapacitated, or in which he believed 
they were acting improperly, if not corruptly. The tone of public 


mentably despondent. The old Unio 
uctionists (mostly of the Douglas faction) have seiz 
os and been most active in charging them all on the President 
thor, in having removed General Johnston. The straggling, — 
ed, undisciplined, disorganized condition and consequent law- 
. conduct of the Army of Tennessee in passing through the State — 
has unfortunately added much to the success of disloyal efforts to 
crease despondency, spread discontent, and organize opposition to 


ragglers by the hundreds are now scattered broadcast throughout this 
tate, and such is the state of public sentiment that in half the counties 

the State they can remain with impunity. It is my opinion that 
life and efficiency infused into the reserve forces by giving to them 


_ eapable officers, and energy, impartiality, and strict integrity imparted 
_ to and exacted of every one engaged in the conscript service, will go 


_ far toward correcting the evils now existing. I do not know what 


_ authority, if any, I have in the removal and changing of officers 


engaged in conscripting. I have sought information on the subject, 


_ but none has been given. Had I the power I should deem it my duty | 
_ toexercise it promptly in severalcases. Underexisting circumstances 


I should deem it advisable to change even the commandant of con- 


 seripts for the State, Lieutenant-Colonel Lockhart, and replace him 


ee 


with some Alabama officer of known experience and established 
integrity, who would have a home influence to sustain him. Col. 
Charles Forsyth, of the Third Alabama Regiment, now of the Army of 
Virginia, has the qualifications for the position, and would, besides, 
be sustained by a political influence once of controlling power over 
those who are now busy in disseminating disloyal sentiments. There 
is something wrong in the working of the conscript system in this 
State. The feeling of our best and most intelligent citizens in this 
county and in the majority of the counties of the State is that there 
is neither the proper energy nor fair dealing. I have endeavored to 
sift the matter time and again, and although entirely unsuccessful in 
developing corruption, yet the surroundings would render full con- 
fidence impossible. This suggested to me the propriety of regular 
and frequent changes. New brooms are said to sweep clean, and I 
know new enrolling officers manifest most energy. 

Please excuse my writing so much, and when your leisure permits, 
write me as to the authority I am expected to exercise in the matters 
referred to, and whether, without detriment to the service, Col. C. 
Forsyth can be ordered to report to me for assignment to duty as 
suggested. 

2 Iam, general, very truly, yours, 
a J. M. WITHERS. 


{First indorsement. | 
FEBRUARY 22, 1865. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR: 
Please note remarks of General W[ithers] in regard to changing 
officers, &c., and inform me of the rule under existing laws and 
orders. ae 


Secretary of War. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


Under the existing laws the commander of reserves has no power to 
make any changes in officers—none whatever. (The act of Congress 


Government and to the continuance of the war. Deserters and = 
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, ree ok i 
of 17th of February, 1864.) The companies and regiments composed 
_of reserves are to be organized under regulations to be made by the 
President, and have the right to elect their own officers. Officers in 
the conscription service are appointed by the President. The officers — 
provided for by the law are commandants of conscripts and drill- 
masters. All other officers are assigned for duty to the regiments, 
and are generally disabled as supernumerary officers. When such 
officers are assigned generally to commander of reserves he can assign 
them to duty. The commanders of conscripts are appointed by the 

Department upon the recommendation of the Bureau. 
jJ. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War.| 


[Third indorsement.] ~ 


FEBRUARY 28, 1865. 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Under present regulations and orders I am not informed whether 
the commandant of reserves has the power to make changes in the 
officers of the conscription service in his State. Please consider this 
point also. 

: lead 864 cep 

Secretary of War. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Colonel Lockhart has the character, and no doubt properly, of being 
an efficient and capable officer. Colonel Forsyth has a command in the 
Army, and it would not be consistent with the usage to transfer him 
to conscription service. My own opinion is, and it is corroborated 
by that of others, that he has not ability to discharge the duties of 
commander of conscripts. He is quite a young man, of no large 
experience in the management of business, and has not that knowledge 
of law and of the orders and regulations of the conscription business 
that is required. 

J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 4. Richmond, February 8, 1865. 
I. Commanders of armies, departments, or districts will enforce the 
following act of Congress in all sections in which the enemy may be 
advancing. They will hold subordinate officers charged with the duty 
of carrying out its provisions responsible for its proper execution: 


AN ACT to regulate the destruction of property under military necessity, and to provide for the 
indemnity thereof. 


SECTION 1. The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the military authorities of the Confederate Army are hereby authorized and 
directed to destroy cotton, tobacco, military and naval stores, or other property 
of any kind whatever, which may aid the enemy in the prosecution of the war, 


when necessary to prevent the same, or any part thereof, from falling into the 
hands of the enemy. 


* * * * 


Approved March 17, 1862, 


* * * 


) m and considerate in the performance | 
by ti orders. They will not be justified in the — 
property unless the necessity therefor be reasonably __ 


a 
I. As far as practicable notice of the approach of danger should 
en owners of property, and every precaution for its removal | 
that circumstances will permit should be taken. 
_ By order: 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ae f 
ee GLEN ALLEN, HENRICO, February 8, 1865. 
meperesident DAVis:]| _° ~~~ 
My Dear Str: Impelled by the perils of our country and the thou- 
sand conflicting theories as to the cause and cure to continually have 
these things before me, I have been amazed to see that no one thus far 
has conceived, or if conceived had the boldness to present, in my judg- 
_ ment, the only solution of all these perils and difficulties. Iaddress you 
because you have already taken a long stride in the right direction, 
and because I believe your mind has already reached the true solu- 
tion, but owing to peculiar circumstances has hesitated to enunciate 
it. The history of this war demonstrates the wonderful fact that the —— ~ 
Confederate States mainly subsists both of the immense armies engaged 
in the conflict, and actually, after furnishing all the soldiers to one 
army, contributes about one-half of those making the army of its 
enemies, and should the war continue for another year the South will 
‘ probably furnish two-thirds of the army of her foes. These facts, 
which cannot be controverted, show certainly anything but weakness 
or inferiority on the part of the South; but it does show that a change 
of policy in relation to the conduct of the war, and that a radical one, 
must be adopted or we shall be destroyed. Let us look at a few facts: 
The Yankees have now in their service 200,000 of our ex-slaves, and 
under their next draft will probably have half as many more. We — 
have not one soldier from that source in our ranks. It is held by us | 
that slaves will not make soldiers, therefore we refuse to put them in 
the service, and I think are correct in so doing; but while we thus 
think and thus act our enemies are creating, in addition to their 
white force (which we have found to our cost in the last year to be 
quite as large as we could manage), an auxiliary army of our own 
escaped slaves of 300,000 or 400,000 men. Now, however we may 
decry the negro as a soldier, every one knows that if the white troops 
_of the Yankees are numerous enough to hold all ours in check, then 
this negro army can at will ravage and destroy our whole country, 
and we will be absolutely conquered by our own slaves. We allege 
that slaves will not fight in our armies. Escaped slaves fight and 
fight bravely for our enemies; therefore a freed slave will fight. If at 
the beginning of this war all our negroes had been free does any one 
believe the Yankees would have been able to recruit an army amongst 
them? Does any one know of a solitary free negro escaping to them 
and joining their Army? If our slaves were now to be freed would 
the Yankees be able to raise another recruit amongst them? Iffreedom 
and amnesty were declared in favor of those already in the Yankee 
lines would they not almost to a man desert to their old homes? 
Would not our freed negroes make us as good soldiers as they make 
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for our enemies? Again, suppose we free a portion of 0 r sl 3 a] 
put them in the Army, we leave all the rest as a recruiting field f 
the enemy, from which we cannot get a single soldier, and thus w 
sce one-half of our entire-population of no avail to us, but on the con- 
trary ready at every opportunity to join the ranks of our enemies. — 
Now, sir, Southern soldiers are the best that ever drew a blade in 
the cause of liberty, but there are some things which they cannot do; 
they cannot fight our battles against overwhelming numbers, and 
raise the necessary supplies for the Army and the women and children 
at home; and yet, sir, this is what they will be called upon to do if 
this war is protracted for two years longer. I ask, sir, then, in view 
of these facts, if the prompt abolition of slavery will not prove a 
remedy sufficient to arrest this tide of disaster? The Yankee Army — 
will be diminished by it, our own Army can be increased by it, and — 
our labor retained by it. Without it, if the war Gontinues, we shallin | 
the end be subjugated, our negroes emancipated, our lands parceled 
out amongst them, and if any of it be left to us, only an equal portion 
with our own negroes, and ourselves given only equal (if any) social 
and political rights and privileges. If we emancipate, our independ- 
ence is secured, the white man only will have any and all political 
rights, retain all his real and personal property, exclusive of his prop- 
erty in his slave; make the laws to control the freed negro, who, 
“having no land, must labor for the landowner, and being an adequate 
supply of labor must work for the landowner on terms about as 
economical as though owned by him. We cannot consent to recon- 
struction even if they repeal all their laws and withdraw all their 
proclamations in regard to us, our lands, and our negroes, because 
they now have, or at any session of their Congress can make, the 
necessary number of States to alter the Constitution in a constitu- 
tional manner, and thus abolish slavery and interfere in any other 
way they think proper. Butevenif the present Administration should 
pledge anything we may ask, it binds no one but themselves during 
their own term of service, which you of course understand better than 
I do; and suppose they should even promise, and stand by their 
promise, to pay us for our negroes, lost or to be emancipated, how 
will they pay us? They cannot by direct taxation, but only in levy- 
ing an export duty on our products—cotton, tobacco, and naval stores; 
and this war has shown them and the world, if not us, how much they 
will bear, cotton commanding $1 per pound, tobacco $3, tar $200 per 
barrel, &c. To pay their war debt and free our negroes would make a 
debt of $6,000,000,000 or probably $8,000,000,000, the interest of which 
at 5 per cent. would take $400,000,000 of revenue to pay, and to raise 
something additional to extinguish the principal would require an 
additional $100,000,000, Thus you see an export duty to this extent 
would be levied and could easily be raised upon our own products; 
20 cents upon cotton, which would make the price about 32 or 33 
cents the world would pay, because they must have it and have 
bought it for much more, would bring an annual income of about 
$4.00,000,000 without counting the duty on tobacco and naval stores; 
but even with this most favorable view of the case, we should lose the 
whole of our own war debt, which is or will be, say, $2,000,000,000. 
Of course this would be repudiated, and justly, by our enemies if we 
consent to reconstruction; whereas if we emancipate we save the 
$2,000,000,000, and we can pay for the negroes $4,000,000,000 more, 
and the export duty on cotton alone (which we should have levied if 
we go back into the Union) will pay the interest upon this at 5 per 


,000,000 as a sinking fund to extinguish th 
on ty or forty years, and the slave-owner have all 
his farm that he had before (for, having no home and n 
tty to buy one with, he must live with and work for his old | 
r for such wages as said owner may choose to give, to be regu- 
lated by law hereafter as may suit the change of relation). 
And this $6,000,000,000 is not a debt we tax ourselves to pay, but 
the world pays it. The speculator who buys the cotton and pays 
he duty makes the manufacturer pay him his 10 or 15 per cent. 
et profit on his gross outlay; the manufacturer makes the merchant | 
ay him his 10 or 15 per cent. on his gross outlay; the merchant 
harges the retail dealer his 10 or 15 per cent. on his gross outlay, 
and so on till the shirt is made, and he who wears it out pays the duty aoe 
and all the different percentages upon it. Thus we will pay to the 
_ extent of our consumption of the exported article when manufactured 
_ and returned to us—a mere nothing when compared to the immense 
_ gratuity, $6,000,000,000, which the world makes to us, and which | 
_ they so justly should be made to hand over to us for the cold-blooded, 
heartless indifference with which they have contemplated the bloody, 
inhuman, barbarous, and apparently hopeless contest in which we 
have been engaged, and which they at any moment could have arrested 
by a word. By emancipation I think we would not only render our 
triumph secure, as I have attempted to prove, in and of itself, but in 
all future time the negro, in place of being useless in time of waras ~~ 
a soldier, and really dangerous, as we have seen to our cost, continues 
to be an element of strength; and I think we may reasonably hope 
that the nations of the earth would no longer be unwilling to recog- 
nize us, for surely no people ever before struggled so long and under 
so many difficulties and endured so many privations so uncomplain- 
ingly as we have without finding some friendly hand outstretched to 
encourage or to help; and there can be no other reason than that we 
are exclusively and peculiarly a nation of slave-holders. I think that 
even amongst our enemies numbers would be added to those who are 
already willing to let us go in peace, for we should thus give the lie 
at once and forever to the charge that we are waging a war only for 
negro slavery, and the heart of every honest lover of human liberty _ 
throughout the world would sympathize with the men who for their 
cherished rights of freemen would wage such an unequal contest as 
we have waged, and besides sacrificing all their earnest convictions as 
to the humanity and righteousness of slavery, were willing to sacrifice 
their property interest of $4,000,000,000 to secure their independence, 
which might all be saved, so far as the promises of our enemies are 
concerned, by reconstruction. In my judgment the only question for 
us to decide is whether we shall gain our independence by freeing the 
negro, we retaining all the power to regulate them by law when so 
freed, or permit our enemies through our own slaves to compel us to 
submit to emancipation with equal or superior political rights for our 
negroes, and partial or complete confiscation of our property for the 
use and benefit of the negro. And, sir, if the war continues as it is 
now waged, and we are forced, by the overwhelming odds of the 
Yankees and our own slaves in arms against us, into submission, it 
would be but an act of simple justice for the Yankee Government to 
see to it that their negro allies are at least as well provided for in the 
way of homes as those who have been arrayed in arms against. them. | 
I have always believed, and still believe, that slavery is an institution 
sanctioned, if not established, by the Almighty, and the most humane 


: A Mi 2 = ee 
and beneficial relation that can exist between labor and « 
I think that this contest has proven-that in a military 
element of weakness, and the teachings of Providence as exhibited in 
this war dictate conclusively and imperatively that to secure and 
perpetuate our independence we must emancipate the negro. 4 

P. S.—We should then get rid of the only impediment in the way 
of an exchange of prisoners, thus getting 30,000 or 40,000 more men > 
in the field. 

Ihave given you what I conceive to be the only solution to our diffi- 
culties. How to effect this is a serious difficulty. Men are reluctant— 
in fact it might be imprudent to discuss this thing publicly, but we 
know that in great crises men think and act rapidly, or at least should — 
do so. If Congress could be convinced of the correctness of this 
course they could, in convention with the Governors of the States, 
devise some method by which conventions of the States could be held — 
and the necessary measures adopted; first by law of Congress, if — 
necessary, provide for paying the owners for them. I have not 
found a single slave-holder with whom I have conversed but is willing 
to submit to the measure if deemed necessary by the proper authori- 
ties. Indeed, I have no doubt of the power of Congress as a military 
necessity to impress all of the able-bodied male negroes and pay for 
them, giving them their freedom, and providing for paying for the 
rest upon the condition of manumission, but the other course would 
be least objectionable. We burn an individual’s cotton, corn, or 
meat to keep it from the enemy, so we can take his negro man and 
set him free to keep him from recruiting the enemy’s Army. 

I have written you this much hoping it may aid you in some way. 
I have shown what I have written to no one, nor communicated my. 
intentions to any one. If you think what I have written worth any- 
thing, make what use of it you choose. If not, just stick it between 
the bars of your grate. What I have written is with an honest 
endeavor to aid you in guiding our ship through the perils and dark- 
ness which surround her, and from no feeling of dissatisfaction or 
distrust as to yourself, for you have all my sympathies and all of my 
trust and confidence. 

With diffidence and the warmest admiration and respect, I remain 
your friend, 


J. H. STRINGFELLOW. 


P. 8.—Written very hurriedly and with no effort at arrangement, 
but only as ‘‘food for thought.” 


Apes Rey» 


I opened the envelope to say that my communication was written 
before I heard of the return of our commissioners, and that I am 
more than sustained by their report and the action of the Yankee 
Congress on the slavery question, and now we have only to decide on 
or between emancipation for our independence or subjugation and 
emancipation, coupled with negro equality or superiority, as our ene- 
mies may elect. 


A aged s Wits 


{Indorsement.] 


Respectfully referred, by direction of the President, to the Honor- 
able Secretary of War. 


BURTON N. HARRISON, 
Private Secretary. 


ae BuREAU. OF ORDNANCE, Epes 
Richmond, February 9, 


‘ Gaaredary of War: 
In reply to your circular of 7th of February, received yester- 
have the honor to inclose copies of ‘‘annual report” marked = 
‘‘special report” of December 31, 1864, No. 2, and “‘report of 
ons—whites and slaves needed, * No. 3. t No. 2 contains all 
nformation as to the ‘‘ability” and “means and resources” of | 
Bureau. As to “impediments,” I know of none whichI cannot 
reome, except the persistent and continuous interference with our 
rkmen on account of military operations. If this source of dis- 
rganization and weakness be not finally disposed of there is no pos- 

- sibility of sustaining the operations of the Bureau. 

The ‘“‘special report” of December. 31, No. 2, shows that 800 men 
- must be added to our force of mechanics at the armories, and report 
No. 3 shows that about 3,691 men liable to military duty, and about 

_ 2,245 slaves, are required for the whole operations of the Bureau. - 
These are minimum figures. If these men and slaves can be perma- 
nently attached to this Bureau, and an adequate force be attached in 
the same manner to the Niter and Mining Bureau, I will answer for 
the supply of ordnance and ordnance stores to the Army. It will, 
however, be necessary that the Commissary and Quartermaster’s 
Departments co-operate in so far as the feeding and clothing of this ~ 
force is concerned. This is rendered necessary because these depart- 
ments enjoy almost a monopoly of the resources for food and cloth- 
ing in the country. 

There is wanted, therefore, for home productions, first, a force of 
workmen adequate to the production of a minimum supply of ord- 
nance and ordnance stores for the Army. This force is shown in 
paper No. 3. Second. That this force should be permanently 
attached to the Bureau and in no way liable to be interfered with by 
any one. Third. That a minimum supply of food and clothing should 

be furnished by the Subsistence and Quartermaster’s Departments. 

The ‘‘impediments” to the importation of such supplies as must still 
come from abroad must be overcome as they arise by individual - 
energy and resource. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. GORGAS, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Ordnance. 


P. 8.—The ‘‘impediment” arising from want of money is so over- 
shadowing that I have presumed that to be removed to begin with. 
J. G. 


BUREAU OF FOREIGN SUPPLIES, 
Richmond, Va. ee eY 9, 1868. 
General JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secr etary of War: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
circular of the 7th instant asking for a ‘‘ succinct and clear statement 
of the means and resources on hand for carrying on the business of 


“# See October 13, 1864, p. 733. +See p. 986. {See February 2, 1865, p. 1054. 


my Bureau, and what impediments exist and what is 
success.” 

Under the orders of the War Department I have been charged 
the purchase, repairing,-compressing, and shipment of cotton for the 
Government, the proceeds of said shipment passing into the Treasury 
and subject to requisitions of the several bureaus and departments 
of the Government; with the purchase and receipt of foreign supplies, : 
to be paid for in cotton; and, incidentally, with most of the foreign — 
correspondence of the War Department. The cotton on hand, and 
that which may be purchased with $15,000,000 estimated and asked — 
for through the Secretary of War, together with the usual transfers 
from the Treasury Department, and, if required, that to be procured — 
by requisition through the several bureaus of the War Department, — 
will be sufficient to make all purchases of supplies for the War — 
Department and shipments for the Treasury-Department through 
blockaded ports. : 

The fall of Fort Fisher and the loss of Wilmington as a port will | 
diminish the receipt of supplies and shipment of cotton through the ~ 
blockaded ports. The quantity of these supplies and shipments can- 
not be approximated, because it will depend upon the number of ports 
held by us and the effectiveness of the blockade. The Secretary of 
War has, upon my application, directed the removal of the Engineer 
Bureau to Georgetown, 8. C., to see if it can be so protected with 
guns and works as to secure the safety of vessels entering and depart- 
ing. The Secretary of the Navy has directed his officers to render aid 
in protecting vessels coming into Saint Mark’s, Fla. The matter is of 
such importance now, I think, as to justify the Department in assign- 
ing a good engineer officer to the special duty of examining what 
other ports or inlets may be made available, with power immediately 
to provide whatever is necessary for the protection of vessels entering 
them. 

The introduction of supplies and providing vessels with cotton at 
such ports and inlets remote from railroads will require the hearty 
co-operation of the Quartermaster’s Department in furnishing trans- 
portation. With protection to the vessels, and transportation to 
provide cotton and remove supplies, these ports and inlets will be 
availed of to the utmost extent, and will, I trust, insure considerable 
success. = 

Within the last few months the question has been much discussed 
whether cotton should be used across the enemy’s lines to procure 
through those lines coin for the Treasury and supplies for the Army. 
The question being settled affirmatively, John 8S. Wallis, esq., was 
placed on the general duty within the department of Lieutenant- 
General Taylor, purchasing all necessary supplies, to be paid for in 
cotton, and delivering the same to the officers of the various bureaus 
for distribution. Intimations have been recently given of the early 
delivery of large supplies of meat, shoes, blankets, &c., along the 
Atlantic coast and in Alabama from Pensacola. I think the trade 
should be limited to supplies indispensable to the Army. In close 
connection with the sale of cotton for supplies the Honorable Secretary 
of the Treasury is selling for coin, and there is entire accord and 
co-operation between the War and Treasury Departments in these 
transactions. The cotton required for purchase of supplies can be 
provided from the sources already named. ; 

In conclusion I beg leave to say that unless the trade across the 
enemy’s lines is prohibited I think all general supplies, such as meat, 


MM 


ade ‘or introduced by extrtaord Wy 

is ihe Atlantie and Gulf Coasts. Arrangements ar 

‘progress to secure lead, ‘salépeter, sheet copper, leather, g 

1e Florida coast. 

i of these facts I would respectfully recommend that proper — 


works be placed at Georgetown, 8. C., at the mouth of the 
iver, and at Saint Mark’s and Apalachicola, Fla.; that an — 
officer be designated to examine upper inlets or places on 
st where vessels may enter, and to provide protection for them; 
the Quartermaster-General be instructed to direct his officers to 
sh transportation for cotton and supplies when called upon by 
agents of this Bureau. 
_ Thave the honor to be, ee oa your obedient servant, 
HOS. L. BAYNE, 
Ineutenant- Colonel. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., February 9, 1865. 
Hon. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Vass 


Str: In reply to the circular of the 7th instant from your office I 


have the honor to submit the following report: 


By recent instructions the superintendent of conscription has (on — 
authority of the War Department) directed that all disabled men 
detailed from the Army of Northern Virginia should be returned for 


‘such duty as they may be able to perform in the field. 


Objections cannot reasonably be made to this, provided the men 


not found equal to any duty in the field be returned to the same 
_ hospital from which they have been taken. But by Circular No. 35, 


of December 2, 1864, from the Bureau of Conscription, generals of 
reserves are directed (on the authority of the War Department) to 
organize for certain local service ‘‘all men found for light duty and 


“not otherwise assigned and actually employed,” which deprives the 


Medical Department of the opportunity to replace with conscripts 
found for light duty the detailed men relieved from duty in the 
manner above stated, or to fillthe requirements arising from time to 
time for hospital attendants. The hospitals cannot be properly con- 
ducted without a liberal allowance of white attendants, and it is 
recommended that Circular No. 35, of 1864, from the Bureau of 
Conscription be modified so as to permit either conscripts found for 
light duty, or reserves over forty-five years of age, to be assigned as 
hospital attendants. 

Under the authority of law embodied in General Orders, No. 69, of 
1863, and No. 25, of 1864, soldiers sick or wounded, and likely to 
remain unfit for military duty for sixty days, are furloughed. 

It is undoubtedly humane to furlough these men, put the practice 
is wholly inconsistent with preserving and maintaining an army. 
Many of the men are lost sight of and never return. ‘It is recom- 
mended that the law be repealed. Furloughs should only be author- 
ized by orders to be granted as cir cumstances may demand, 
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Foreseeing the many and great difficulties to be 
- procuring medical supplies from foreign countries throug 
ade, attention was given at an early day to the establishmer 
medical laboratories, and the manufacture of medicines at Lincolnton, 
N. C., Charlotte, N. C., Columbia, 8. C., Macon and Atlanta, G 
and Mobile and Montgomery, Ala. While these laboratories hay 
been engaged more especially in the manufacture of medicines here- 
tofore universally procured from abroad, great attention has been 
given to the manufacture of indigenous remedies which | are now 
administered by medical officers in lieu of medicines of foreign origin 
with favorable results. =e 3 

In the beginning of the war the department was compelled to 
depend entirely upon purchasing agents and contracts awarded to 
individuals for a supply of hospital furniture, bedding, &¢., and - 
which contracts in a majority of cases were never filled. It was then 
determined to assume direct control of the manufacture of these 
articles, and artisans were detailed from the ranks of the Army and 
when practicable disabled soldiers were employed. 

These employés of the laboratories, purveying depots, and distil- — 
leries are in a great measure expert chemists, druggists, and distillers, | 
and men of professional skill, whose services are absolutely indispen- — 
sable for the manufacture of medicines, hospital furniture, and alco-— 
holic stimulants. It is therefore hoped that the Honorable Secretary 
will see the necessity of these men being permanently attached to the 
Medical Department, as the practice of constantly changing these - 
employés is productive of delay and embarrassment to the depart- 
ment. It is also important that they should be exempt from all mil-— 
itary duty, for if called out in an emergency, when the purveyor is 
called upon to fill requisitions for the wounded, it is evident that suf- 
fering must ensue in consequence of their absence. Medical supplies 
can only be put up by skilled druggists. For the supply of aleoholie 
stimulants the department has been until recently dependent upon 
contracts with individuals. It was ascertained that this mode of sup- 
ply was susceptible of gross fraud, for although expressly forbidden 
by the terms of the contract, the contractors not only manufactured 
an excess over the quantity called for by the contract, but frequently 
manufactured so indifferent and spurious an article that the depart- 
ment was obliged to reject it, thus leaving large quantities of whisky 
in their hands, which they readily disposed of at prices largely in 
advance of Government rates. At the suggestion of this Bureau, — 
Congress at its last session granted authority to the Surgeon-General 
to establish distilleries for the manufacture of alcoholic stimulants. 
Accordingly they have been established at Salisbury, N. C., Colum- 
bia, 8. C., Macon, Ga., and in Wilcox County, Ala. The distil- 
leries at Salisbury and Columbia are manufacturing from 200 to 500 
gallons each of whisky and alcohol per day. Those at Macon and in 
Wilcox County, Ala., will be ready to commence operations in two 
or three months, when all contracts for stimulants throughout the 
country will be canceled. 

A large portion of the grain consumed by these distilleries is ren- 
dered useless for other purposes, being damaged in transportation or 
from insecure storage, and turned over by the quartermasters to this 
department. Thousands of bushels of grain are thus saved to the 
Government and made available for army purposes. Arrangements 
have been perfected with the Quartermaster’s Department to supply 
the distillery at Salisbury with grain, thus avoiding competition 
between the agents of the two departments in the market. It is con-’ 


wrrangements with th 
ries in Georgia and Alabama so soon ; 


mmence operations, and it is recommended t 


y the Surgeon-General that he is ready to receive it. 
te Secretary of War gave orders to the Quartermaster’s 


goods sufficient to supply their wants. Estimates were accord- 
orwarded to the Quartermaster-General by this Bureau, but as 
t a yard has been furnished, and there seems to be nc probabil- 
of obtaining a supply from this source. Arrangements are now 
ng perfected with a company in South Carolina to sell to the Med- 
| Department, on liberal terms, the entire product of their factory. 


the Secretary of War is earnestly invited. The sick and wounded 
the large hospitals in and about the city, and at certain other 
‘places, are now subject to intense suffering in consequence of the 
failure of the Quartermaster’s Department to furnish fuel. 
_ At one of these hospitals (Chimborazo) the surgeon in charge for 
two years furnished his own wood, during which time there was an 
ample supply. The quartermaster declined to permit this arrange- 
ment to continue, and each winter since this hospital has been inade- 
- quately supplied. : 
_ ‘The surgeon in charge of Jackson Hospital has the offer of a con- 
tract for wood to be supplied the hospital; the quartermaster refused 
_tomake the contract, stating that he had made ample provision. 
_ At Winder hospital the surgeon in charge during the past summer or 
fall offered, if he was provided with a small number of teams, to sup- 
ply his own fuel. The quartermaster refused, asserting that he 
F could supply the hospital with the wood required. ‘These cases are 
- mentioned to show that the fuel could have been provided. 
_ A serious difficulty in conducting the hospitals arises from the 
failure of the Commissary Department to furnish the hospital funds. 
Very general complaint has been made on this subject—one of 
importance, as without the hospital fund it is impossible to supply 
the sick and wounded with necessary supplies. The hospitals have 
also been embarrassed by the non-payment of the hospital attendants 
by the Quartermaster’s Department. 

Attention has been given recently to the importation of supplies 
through our lines on the Mississippi River and the Gulf border of 
Mississippi and Alabama. Cotton is exchanged for medical supplies, 
and in consequence of the recent disaster at Wilmington it is believed 
that this trade, will constitute the chief source of supply. This 
department has obtained medicines in this manner through the 
energy of Surg. Richard Potts, who has had exclusive control of 
the importation of such articles as are most needed, until recent 
orders from the War Department, taking entire control of transac- 
tions of this nature, has impaired his usefulness and put a stop ina 
measure to thesupply. The Honorable Secretary’s attention is earn- 
estly invited to the necessity of allowing Surgeon Potts (located at 
Montgomery, Ala.) ample means of obtaining medical supplies in 
the manner indicated. 

The department has on hand of some articles a twelve-months’ sup- 

_ ply, of others a limited supply, but if allowed to retain its skilled 
employés at the various laboratories, purveying depots, and distiller- 
ies, and to import medicines freely through our lines in Mississippi 


bd git en that officer to furnish the necessary grain when . 


‘here is another subject of great importance to which the attention. 
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[FEBRUARY 9, 1865.—For Northrop to Breckinridge, in re : 
circular of February 7 (p. 1064), with accompanying documents rel 

ing to the Subsistence Department, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, ] I 
pp. 1211-1226. ] sores + ; 


~ 
. 


> 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ~~ — 

Raleigh, February 9, 1865. 

Hon. 8. R. MALLORY, ; 
Secretary of the Navy: ; 

Str: Your communication of the 28th ultimo* has been received, in 
regard to what you are pleased to term ‘‘a question of fact” between 
yourself and me: I have not the slightest objection to your proposed 
adherence to the statements made in your former communication. I 
only desire to be admitted [permitted ?] a similar privilege of adher- 
ing to my own allegations in regard to the loss of the Advance. Nor 
do I care to argue the ‘‘ question of fact” so gravely made upon me, 
involving only a quibble as to whether coal in the possession of my 
agent was in my possession. The distinction between that kind of 
possession which is required to support an indictment for larceny and 
that required to sustain an action of trespass, vz et armis, might be 
learnedly descanted upon here, but as you very properly observe in 


reference to my allusion to the supposed coal on board the Advance, 


it would be ‘‘unnecessary to the determination of the single question 
of fact.” But though such is my susceptibility to reason, I may be 
induced to forego an argument on the question of the possession of 
my agent being my possession. I confess I am not quite ready to 
admit that the possession of A B, abstractly considered, is not the 
possession of A B, or that other remarkable proposition that the legal 
and undisputed possession of an article affords not ‘‘the slightest 
claim” of property. And yet such doctrine I understand you to 
advance when acknowledging that Power, Low & Co. were part 
owners of the steamer Advance, that your agents took 169 tons of 
coal from them, you yet assert ‘‘that not one particle of coal was 
taken from the steamer Advance,” nor one pound impressed, to which 
the State or any of the joint owners of that steamer had the slightest 
claim. Now, in the name of Blackstone, Coke, and all the lawyers at; 
once, from Moses to Captain Pinkney, who did have any claim to that 
coal? Who was its owner? 

But really, my dear sir, I think this correspondence had better 
close, and leave the public and the proper committee in Congress to 
determine the question between us. If the taking from my agent of 
coals collected by him for the use of my vessel and his did not justify 
me in my statements to the Legislature, then I am content they should 


*See Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1156. 


of North Carolina. I mentioned those other matters, to which 
ude as irrelevant to the present question, simply because I con- 
ed the general policy of my message on this head as assailed by 
d as I have assailed the policy of the Government. Now that 
all of the defenses of the Cape Fear and the closure of our last 
ort have given a melancholy confirmation to my strictures, I have 
no more to say. 
Ss Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Z. B. VANCE. 


\ 


., . RIcHMOND, February 10, 1865. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTon, 
er Quartermaster-General: 
_ GENERAL: By authority of the Governor of Alabama I have con- 
racted with sundry parties to import army stores, payment of the 
same to be made in cotton. The prices fixed in said contracts vary 
but little from prices established by the Quartermaster’s Department 
under the contract system. The object of the State is simply to aid 
and assist the Confederate States in obtaining army supplies, and as 
far as possible clothe the troops from Alabama. The only obstacles 
to the successful operation of the plan is the prohibition on the ship- 
ment of cotton. I have the honor to request that you will request the 
_ Honorable Secretary of War to give such orders as will permit me to 
ship such cotton across our lines as may be necessary to pay for army 
stores received under contracts with the State. My object is to aid 
your department, and I will regulate the issue of clothing according 
tothe regulations of the Army, giving the troops from Alabama prefer- 
ence in all cases. I propose, after the stores are delivered to me 
within our lines, to transfer them to your department at cost price, to 
be paid either in cotton or gold, or Confederate Treasury notes, or I 
will make the issue direct to the troops, upon requisitions properly 
approved, and I will hold the receipts of the brigade quartermasters 
as a claim upon the Confederate States. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DUFF C. GREEN, 
Quartermaster-General of Alabama. 


P. 8.—The following prices annexed to each article are to be the 
rates at which said articles, whether furnished by the State of Ala- 
bama to the Quartermaster’s Department of Confederate States for 
the troops from Alabama or issued directly to said troops under 
arrangements alluded to in foregoing letter. The prices are to be as 
follows: Gray and blue cloth, per yard, $7.50; flannel, per yard, $1.50; 
blankets, each, $10; shoes, per pair, $10. The above specified prices 
to be paid in cotton, 50 cents per pound; that is, the goods to be sold 
and the cotton received on a gold basis, and all other stores at propor- 
tionate rates on like conditions. All other contracts will be carried 


but opposition from all sides in my efforts to clothe the _ 


he cotton in | 


ents per pound in 1 


f di 
- game to be furnished to contractor at 30 ¢ 
currency as the original invoices. 


[First indorsement.] 


z QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
Richmond, February 15, 1866. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, with the re 
mendation that the facilities asked in behalf of the State of Alab 
be granted, at least as to existing contracts held by the State. Th 
supplies will be needed, and this department has always aimed 
avail of State credit and resources abroad. Thespecifie prices stat 
within are but little in excess of those that ruled in contracts ma 
prior to the adoption of the port regulations in which cotton was— 
expended at 10 pence per pound. — _ 
A. R. LAWTON, =a 
Quartermaster- General. 


{Second indorsement. | 


FEBRUARY 18, 1865. 
Referred to Lieutenant-General Taylor. 4g 
Authority is given to Lieutenant-General Taylor to grant proper a 

authority to the officers of the State of Alabama to carry into effect — 

the objects of this letter, taking the precaution necessary to prevent — 

any abuse of the license he may grant. 3 
By order: 


Pee 


J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 


1 li eae ad 


[Third indorsement. ] 


MONTGOMERY, March 19, 1865. 
Respectfully referred to Colonel Surget, assistant adjutant-general, 
who [will] issue necessary instructions to protect supplies introduced — 
for use of State of Alabama, under the within authority, special 
application to be made for exportation of cotton in each case. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Taylor: 
W. F. BULLOCK, Jr., i - 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[FEBRUARY 10, 1865.—For Smith to Davis, in reference to an 
organization of frontier State troops in Texas, wholly under control 
of the State authorities (with inclosures), see Series I, Vol. XLVIII, 
Part I, p. 1373. ] 


RICHMOND, February 11, 1865. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States of America: 
Sir: When Senator Johnson, of Missouri, and myself waited on you 
a few days since in relation to the prospect of annoying and harass- 


ning their Sone. ion 
1 by you upon the subject that s. 
et swer, but which, upon subsequent confere 
oposing the enterprise, I find cannot apply as objec- 
cheme. ss 
The combustible material consists of several preparations ee” 
ne alone, and can be used without exposing the party using __ 
Cathe least danger of detection whatever. The preparations 
in the hands of McDaniel, but are in the hands of Professor — 
oh, and are known put to him and one other party, as I under- 


ond. There is no necessity for sending persons in the mae 
e into the enemy’s country; but the work may be done by 
, and in most cases by persons ignorant of the facts, and 
ore innocent agents. 
I have seen enough of the effects that can be produced to satisfy 
that in most cases without any danger to the parties engaged, 
d in others but very slight, we can (1) burn every vessel that 
aves a foreign port for the United States; (2) we can burn every 
nsport that leaves the harbor of New York or other Northern port 
with supplies for the armies of the enemy in the South; (3) burn 
every transport and gun-boat on the Mississippi River, as well as 
devastate the country “of the enemy, and fill his people with terror and 
consternation. Se 
lam not alone of this opinion, but many other gentlemen are as 
fully and thoroughly impressed with the conviction as I am. I 
_ believe we have the means at our command, if promptly appropriated 
and energetically applied, to demoralize the Northern people in a 
_ very short time. For the purpose of satisfying your mind upon the 
subject, I respectfully, but earnestly, request that you will have an 
interview with General Harris, formerly a member of Congress from 
Missouri, who, I think, is able, from conclusive proofs, to convince 
you that what J have sug gested is perfectly feasible and practicable. 
The deep interest I feel for the success of our cause in this struggle 
and the conviction of the importance of availing ourselves of every 
element of defense must be my excuse for writing you and request- 
ing you to invite General Harris to see you. If you should see proper 
to “do so, please signify the time when it will be convenient for you to 
see him. 
Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. 8. OLDHAM. 


ee 


[Indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 20, 1865. 
Secretary of State, at his convenience, please see General Harris 
and learn what plan he has for overcoming the difficulty heretofore 


experienced. 
JD: 


- [FEBRU ARY 11, 1865.—For Benjamin to Lee, in relation to a proposal 
to send to the tr enches slaves who might volunteer to fight for their 
freedom, &e., see Series I, Vol. XLVI, “Part Il, B: 1229. | 
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~ General S. COOPER, | 
; Adjutant and Inspector General : a 
GENERAL: Thoroughity impressed with the necessity of impro 
the discipline of our Army, it has been a question of much thot 
with me as to the manner of effecting it. The great difficulty 
us is due to the fact that our company organizations have been s 
defective. The captains and lieutenants, being responsible to the 
communities in which they reside and 9f which their commands are 
os composed, have never had the moral courage to perform their duties 
in a fearless and manly way, in consequence of the dread of becomin: 
unpopular at home, and it is impossible for a regimental or brigade 
commander to enforce discipline unless company officers are good and 
reliable; and it is useless to prefer charges against men or officers, 
especially if they are well connected, because the courts (the perma- 
nent ones)—being composed of politicians and men who have seen no 
service, or, if any, so little that they have no conception of the rela- 
tion between superior and inferior officers, and regard every act of 
firmness as one of tyranny—always acquit the accused. The men 
who compose these courts were once (as a general thing) officers of 
the Army who were thrown out of office on account of incompetency, — 
and have a very imperfect idea of the duties of a soldier, and we can 
never have discipline in our Army as long as these courts are in exist-_ 
ence, and I most earnestly recommend that they be either abolished — 
or that some provision be made by which we can be enabled to bring — 
delinquents before a court composed of officers who know something ~ 
of the wants of the service and appreciate the duties and obligations — 
of the officers and men who compose our armies. This change made — 
in our military tribunals and we will soon get rid of our bad and — 
indifferent officers. : q 
And the next most important thing that we want (more essential in 
the cavalry than in the infantry) is the assignment of at least one 
good officer of the Regular Army, young and energetic and well 
informed, to each brigade as drill-master whilst in camp, and when on 
the march or field of battle to act as provost-marshal to prevent 
Straggling; to remain just in rear of the column of attack, to keep 
the files closed (having a small guard detailed for that purpose) and — 
to take charge of the prisoners, and in that way prevent a superfluous 
guard going to the rear with every batch of prisoners, and also in — 
this way prevent a rapid decrease in the strength of the command 
upon the battle-field. As a young officer eminently qualified for the 
position I take pleasure in recommending Lieut. F. H. Wigfall. He 
is gallant, energetic, and a strict disciplinarian; served with me in 
the beginning of the war, and I have had ample opportunities for 
becoming acquainted with his merits and I regard him as one of the 
best young officer's in the service. Lieutenant Wigfall holds a com- 
mission in the regular service and is at this time serving on the staff 
of General Hood, from which I suppose he can readily be spared. I 
am, general, greatly in want of the services of such an officer as 
Wigfall and I hope he will be assigned to duty with me at once. And 
as additional rank would give him more authority, it would be well 
to give him temporary rank of captain or major, in accordance with 
act approved May 21, 1861. 
Most respectfully, yours, &e., 


~~ 


T. L. ROSSER, 
Major-General. 


‘omitted tor the consideration of the Honorable See 


7) aml 
Gea Rk, LEE, oem 
General. - 


a , _ [Second indorsements| 


oAU oF ADJT. AND INSP. GEN., APPOINTMENT OFFICE, : 
y _ February 2, 1865, 
etfully Rent to the Secretary of War. ; 
1uch of this communication as refers to Wigfall is eRe ; 
Being only a cadet in the C. 8. Army, he does not come under 
rovisions of the act cited either, authorizing: the President to ae 
onfer temporary rank, Bh “oe 
_ By order: 


ED. A. PALFREY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General. 


[Third igtoaoment, ] 


: MARCH 3, 1865. 
_ ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 
Return to General Rosser asking attention to your indorsement. — 
~ By command of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] 


BUREAU oF ADJT. AND INSP. GEN., APPOINTMENT OFFICE, 
March 11, 1865. 

Pee oeetaly returned to Maj. Gen. T. L. Rosser, inviting his atten- 
tion to indorsement from this office of 25th of February, 1865, which 
is approved by the Secretary of War. 

By command of the Secretary of War: - 

ED. A. PALFREY, 
Tieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
4 Raleigh, Febrwary 11, 1865. 
Hon. S§. R. MALLORY, 
' Secretary of the Navy: 

Str: On examining a printed copy of your letter to me of the 28th of 
December, ultimo, sent me by a member of Congress, I find that I had 
committed the mistake of attributing to Captain ‘Pinkney certain 
offensive expressions which were only used by one J. A. Willard, 
naval coal agent. I was led into this by the following language in 
your letter: ‘“‘ Captain Pinkney, C. 8. Navy, &c., forwards the follow- 
ing report,” and by not noticing the signatures "closely at the end of 
the quotation. I have the honor, therefore, to beg that you will con- 

sider the correspondence on my part amended by striking out the 
words ‘‘ Captain Pinkney” wherever they occur and the insertion of 


application of any censure to the former. 


“Willard,” and pe Us ines ni 

my first letter, qualifying the words _ iptain Pinkney, 
icant to fe ard “Willard,” for I should as greatly e 
waste of civility on the latter as Ido the unintentional or - ! 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient pats: Ae - 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, ; 
Richmond, Va., February 14, 1865. 


’ PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: : 
Str: I have received the following resolution of the House of Rep- 


resentatives referred by Your Excellency to this Department: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to inform this House— : 


First. As to the number of iron furnaces and forges worked in the year 1864 by 
officers and agents of the Government, and on Government account. ‘ 

Second. As to the cost per ton of pig, bloom, and box iron, respectively, at 
such furnaces and forges. ; 8 

Third. As to the number of iron furnaces and forges worked in the same time 
by the proprietors under contract with the Government, and the different kinds 
of contract so made. = 2 : 

Fourth. As to the cost per ton of pig, bloom, and box iron delivered to the 
Government under such contracts. 


In response I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from the 
chief of the Niter and Mining Bureau containing the information 
called for by the House.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 6. Richmond, February 14, 18685, 


' I, The inspector-general of field’ transportation is authorized to 


receive from citizens animals suitable for the public service, and to 
issue to the persons from whom they are received certificates pledg- 
ing the Government of the Confederate States to return to them, or 
their assigns, animals of like quality after the termination of the war 
with the United States. 

II. Brig. Gen. Gideon J° Pillow is constituted Commissary-General 
of Prisoners, and will enter at once upon his duties, as designated in 
paragraphs I, II, and III, General Orders, No. 84, 1864. 

Ill. In the impressment of labor for twelve months, under the act 
of Congress approved February 17, 1864, all slaves hired in Govern- 
ment shops and yards, and for other local purposes, to Government 
officers and agents, or to railroad companies, or contractors with the 
Government, will be assessed only in the same proportion as the other 
slaves on whom the assessment for the balance of the quota of the 
county or district shall be made. Persons who have hired their slaves 
to Government officers or agents, or contractors, or to railroad -com- 
pares, will be assessed only on the number of their slaves not so 

ired. : 

IV. Mechanics, artisans, &¢., of the Ordnance Department, em- 
ployed at the various armories, arsenals, and depots, as shown by the 
monthly rolls of hired men on the 31st of December, 1864, will not be 


* Not found. 
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ails 
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provided 


: S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, t ‘ipers. DEPT. or S. C., Ga., AND FLA., 


No. 38. Charleston, S. C., February 14, 1865. 
* ® . * * * * * 


VII. By order of Adjutant and Inspector General, Lieut Col. J. G. 


‘Tucker, commanding First Foreign Battalion, will recruit his com-- 


a> 


3 


Le 
. 


- 


mand from the prisoners of war. He will increase each company of 


_his regiment to 125 men. 


. 


- In making his selection he will take only men of Irish and French 
nationality. These men will be used for engineering service. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee: 
H. W. FEILDEN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 7. Richmond, February 16, 1865. 


I. The following act of Congress is published for the information of 
the Army: 


AN ACT to amend the act to provide an Invalid Corps, approved February 17, 1864. 


Section 1. The Congress of the’ Confederate States of America do enact, That 
the provisions of the said act be, and they are hereby, extended to all non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates of the Army, and seamen, ordinary sea- 
men, landsmen, and boys of the Navy, and the non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, and privates of the Marine Corps, who have heretofore resigned or 
been discharged honorably, or who may hereafter resign or be discharged honor- 
ably from the service, in ignorance of the above-recited act. 

Src. 2. That the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
may, and he is hereby, authorized to reappoint to their former rank meritorious 
disabled commissioned officers of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, who may 
have resigned their commissions in ignorance of, or prior to the passage of the 
act of the 17th of February, 1864, to which this is an amendment; and in that 
event, the persons so reappointed shall be put in the Invalid Corps on the same 
terms, and with like privileges, as those constituting said corps, in pursuance of _ 
said act to which this is an amendment: Provided, however, That the President 
shall make no reappointment under this act, unless the person applying therefor 
shall have a certificate of one of the medical examining boards of his continued 
disability ; and any such officer assigned to active duty shall rank from the date 
of such assignment to active duty: Provided, That from and after the passage of 
this act, the compensation of retired officers shall be half pay, without any other 
emoluments or allowances, unless while assigned to duty, when they shall receive 
the full pay and allowances appropriate to their rank, 

Approved January 27, 1865. 


II. Disabled officers of the Army, who resigned their commissions 
in ignorance of, or prior to, the passage of the act “‘to provide an 
Invalid Corps,” and soldiers honorably discharged from the service 
prior to that time, may appear for examination before any one of the 
medical examining boards established by law, upon presenting their 


> in the service. TT] 1e when 
rred, and the circumstances attending it, will tated 
davit, and also the command to which the officer or 
yelonged. The affidavit of the officer will further state any fact : 
showing meritorious service. ae 
: = TIL. ‘The Board, which will be composed of three medical officers, % 
will examine the officer or soldier and certify to the character and 
degree of his alleged disability. The affidavit and certificate will | 
- forwarded by the Board, through the Surgeon-General, to this offi e., 
IV. Meritorious disabled officers will be reappointed to their former 
rank, and, when confirmed, will be placed upon the retired list. 
Their pay will then commence. Soldiers embraced in the provisions — 

of this act will be retired by orders from this office only, from the 

date of which they will be entitled to pay. te 
By order: 


- §. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1865, 

Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 

Secretary of War: ; 
_Srr: I have somewhat delayed answering the circular from your 
office of the 7th instant, in order to present a more complete and satis- 
factory reply. I now have the honor to submit the following state- 
ment of the means and resources for carrying on the service confided 
to this Bureau, impediments thereto, and what is desired to promote 
greater and necessary efficiency. 

To this end I propose to lay before you— 

First. A statement in regard to officers of engineers and engineer 
troops, their number, asstgnments, and the necessary increase 
demanded by the interests of the service. 

Second. Engineer workshops. 

Third. Railroad repairs, including the collection of railroad: iron by ~ 
a special commission. 

Fourth. Labor required for all the service confided to the Engineer 
Corps, whether military or civil, including its organization. 

First, then, in regard to officers, there are— 


(ss obicliaigg Nhee~ inal Cala we 


in-veguilar Corps of Engineers ashen = Ly ee ee eee 18 
{ey provisional Corps:.of .Mngineeriimsts. > soi ee eee ee saunas Same 115 
iMengineer. troops. a. 2s. =f- see eet Fe Sn 105 
Apsiened tovengineer duty - 220. se. se ee Seen te eee 13 

otal acs Sst Sis 2 eS ee ae ee 246 
Officers Ohnegular corps on other duty 4.5, . eee ee ee ee q 

Total available for engineer service_...... _._-.---._.-_------- eer 239 


The officers of the regular and provisional corps are distributed to 
the different armies and departments in such manner as to meet the 
most urgent calls of the engineer service, and the companies of engi- 
neer troops are serving, as a general rule, with the armies and in the 


hern Virginia. 
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aw of these companies, three with the Army of Tennessee and three in 
e Trans- Mississippi Department have not as yet, however, been fully _ 
ganized. It is proposed to create one more in the Trans-Mississippi, 
thus making a full regiment, and one more in the Department of 
: South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, to be employed chiefly as 
artisans. 
; As there is still an urgent demand for engineer officers, an applica- 

_ __ tion has been made, on my recommendation, to Congress for twenty- 
two additional officers in the provisional corps. This bill has passed 
_ the Senate and will, it is hoped, at an early day be favorably con- 
_ sidered by the House and become a law. If so, nominations for 
suitable appointments will be promptly made by the Bureau. 

; The assignments of the few military engineers who joined the 
Southern Army at the commencement of the war to duty with troops 
have been a serious drawback to the engineer service, which has here- 
tofore been performed in a great measure by civil engineers, who have 
been appointed from time to time‘in the corps. 

Second. Engineer workshops for the manufacture of tools, imple- 
ments, and preparation of material for pontoon bridges have been 
established at Richmond, Charleston, Augusta, Mobile, Demopolis, and 
in the Trans-Mississippi Department, from which the calls from the 

different armies and departments have been, as far as practicable, sup- 

plied. The great difficulty in this direction has been the want of 

' materials, particularly iron for tools and bridge construction—a want 

owing principally to the disturbed condition of the country and 
defective transportation. . 

Intrenching tools have been obtained by importation to a consid- 
erable-extent, and funds have been sent abroad to purchase others, 
but the closing of most of our regular ports of entry, it is feared, will 
prevent their being received. 

Third. For the prompt repair of railroad bridges and trestle-work 
and for duplicating these last, an organized body of mechanics should 
be available. This has been partly provided for, but it is proposed 
to inerease the force, if practicable, to at least 100 for the roads lead- 
ing directly to the Army of Northern Virginia. Similar organizations 
should be made for service farther south and west. : 

A commission for the collection of railroad iron from unimportant 
lines and distribution, when necessary, to those of vital consequence, 
as well as the construction of iron-plated gun-boats, has been organ- 
ized by the joint action of the War and Navy Departments. Every 
possible impediment has been thrown in the way of this commission, 
and serious delays have been caused under the impressment act by 
parties suing out injunctions and resorting to other similar legal steps. 
In many cases the iron rails must be had promptly asa military necessity 
or disaster must follow. When this is established the authority for 


removing them from less i roads 
‘by the commanders of armies and departments, le 
‘best prepared to judge and act. Orders from the War D 
must be executed under the provisions of the law regulatin p 
ments. Orders from commanders under military necessity can | 
onee carried into effect. 3 ; 
Fourth. Labor. The greater part of the labor connected with t 
engineer operations has been performed by fatigue parties, by engi 
neer troops, by a limited number of details for mechanical service. 


> 
and by negroes hired and impressed; but from all these sources the q 
supply has been inadequate. A better and more permanent organi- — 


zation of negro labor is demanded for military and civil engineer 
service to the extent of about 29,000 men (7,000 being for the Trans- 
Mississippi Department), not including those needed as teamsters and 
cooks for the workshops and other local service.” . 


It has been made the duty of the Bureau by General Orders, No. 86, 


_ 1864, to organize all the slave labor called under act approved 17th 


of February, 1864, for service with our armies, and officers have been ~ 


appointed to attend to the same. ; 
But up to this time the number of slaves impressed by conscript 


officers and delivered for organization is small, and I fear that unless — 


the impressments are made more rapidly than heretofore that this 
labor, so essential, will not be available in time. The organization 
will be made as rapidly as the negroes are received. There will be 
required a number of men, chiefly from the reserve forces, as direct- 
ors, Superintendents, managers, and overseers, a part of whom will 
be considered as engaged in the engineer service. 


In addition to the foregoing the details of about 1,700 able-bodied - 


men (400 being from the Trans-Mississippi Department) is required. 

A large proportion of these necessary details has already been made 

by local commanders, and the men are constantly and fully employed. 

It is hoped that the foregoing statement furnishes, approximately 
at least, the information desired. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. F. GILMER, 
Major-General and Chief of Bureau. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
hichmond, February 16, 1868. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War: 

SiR: In response to your circular of the 7th instant calling for a 
statement of the ‘‘means and resources on hand for carrying on the 
business of this Bureau,” &¢.; also ‘‘what impediments exist,” &c., I 
have the honor to call your attention to the following papers: 

First. A statement prepared by Major Cole in reference to the 
requirements of the service as to field transportation and the means 
necessary for meeting the demand. This paper shows the great 
scarcity of horses in the country and the difficulty of procuring them, 
together with the measures being adopted for the purpose. The great 
obstacle at present is the want of funds. : 

Second. A statement from Major Cross relative to the supply of 
clothing, present and prospective. The difficulties encountered in this 
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communication from Lieutenant-Colonel Sims as to t 
d of railroad transportation, the wants of the railroads, &e. 
chief difficulties encountered there arise from defective machin- 
the impossibility of supplying new, the want of legislation 
the Government proper control over railroads and their 
yés and the want of funds to pay the roads so as to keep them — 
is good condition as the blockade and the limited resources of the 
untry will permit. ee 
__ Several special communications on this subject have been addressed 
_ by this Bureau to Honorable Secretary of War. At present this 
department has no control over railroads except so much as has been 
_ yielded by contract or courtesy. 
_ The supply of grain and long forage in the country is believed to 
___ be quite enough to supply the public animals, but no distinct opinion 
ean be hazarded as to the ability of this Bureau to supply it to the 
= armies during the coming campaign, as so much will depend on the 
relative positions of the different armies and the preservation o 
destruction of our lines of transportation. 
To sum up, I venture to state that this Bureau can conduet its 
operations with success enough to sustain our armies if labor is. 
allowed to the various workshops on which it depends, without inter- 
ruption; if the privilege of detailing contractors under certain cireum- ~ 
stances be continued, and the necessary funds are promptly furnished. 
Without these this department is powerless and the want of them is 
_ fast paralyzing its efforts. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


~ 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


OFFICE INSPECTOR-GENERAL FIELD TRANSPORTATION, 
Richmond, February 1, 1866. 
General LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General : 

Sir: The urgent request of General Lee, made to me in person, and 
that of his chief quartermaster, to be prepared to equip his artillery 
and transportation with animals, added to the calls made upon me 
for the same supplies for armies south, induces me to address you 
this communication, in which I desire to recapitulate what I have 
before at different times, in writing and verbally, had the honor to 
submit to you on the subject of the number of animals needed to 
equip our armies for the spring campaign, and the source from which 
such supplies are to be obtained. As the officer charged with the 
providing of horses and mules for the armies of the Confederate 
States, I feel it to be due to myself for the record to show that I 
have taken all necessary steps to a proper discharge of my duty to 
ascertain the resources of the country and to suggest plans by ‘which 
deficiencies may be supplied, and that should the demand made on 
me not be met, and any damage result from such failure, I. may be 
exculpated from blame by reference to my official communications. 
The inability of the Confederate States east of the Mississippi to sus- 
tain the draft which would be made for horses and mules for the com- 
ing campaign, was discussed and announced by me in May last when 


I was procuring such supplies for Gen ns 
a menibise Seite by me at that time to be ne essal 
increased by reason of the losses sustained in Genera : 
paign in Tennessee. 4 . ao 
Pear May last I dispatched an officer to General E. K. Smith, ¢ Cnr 
manding Department Trans-Mississippi, with letters to him announc- — 

~ ing our necessities, and urging him to send us a portion of the ani- . 
mals which he was reported to have captured from the Federal Army, 

and asking that funds might be furnished and permission granted to 

my officer charged with the business to go into Mexico and procure — 

animals to be sent over this side. In both I was disappointed, and in _ 

August following I suggested the plan, since adopted and sought to 

= be executed, of procuring a large number of animals from Mexico. 4 

Owing to the delays in procuring the funds, and from the fact that 
no one has yet been selected to proceed to Texas in charge of the 
operation to be undertaken, we cannot expect to receive a first install- 
ment from Mexico under three or four months; and even should Gen-_ 
eral Smith consent to furnish us any out of his supply (which I have 
again asked him for), we cannot receive them before about the mid- 
dle of March, and to obtain any at all now within the periods named 
a proper officer must be in Texas to conduct business. ; 

I have also proposed that I shall be provided with necessary means 
and authority to procure supplies and animals from the enemy’s lines, 
which I have every reason to feel assured can be done to a large 
extent. J am informed by my officers (certainly reliable) that horses 
and mules can be obtained, deliverable in Mississippi, payable in 
cotton, on the following terms, viz: First-class artillery horses for 600 
pounds of cotton, second class for 500 pounds, and third class for — 
400 pounds; but to do this my officers must have the cotton in hand, ‘ 
so as to receive the animals and deliver the cotton at such times and 
places as opportunity-offers. In Virginia the prices asked, payable ~ 
in gold, is, for first class, $60, and itis thought that 2,000 can be 
obtained in that way. The number that can be had in Mississippi in 
a space of two or three months is put down at 2,000. I have before 
informed you that, according to my information, there will be needed 
for the armies of the Confederate States at least 6,000 horses and 
4,500 mules. The number to be procured in the Confederate States 
east of the Mississippi by impressment depends on the decision which 
may be made as to the quantity of animals the farmers will be allowed 
to keep as essential to their operations. I estimate the supply to be 
obtained from all sources (provided I am furnished means) not to 
exceed 5,000 animals on this side of the Mississippi. This leaves a 
deficit of 5,500 to fill my estimate. If the horses are not supplied 
the military operations are checked and may be frustrated. If the 
farmers are stripped of a portion of the animals essential to the 
conduct of their agricultural operations there must be a correspond- 
ing reduction of supplies of food for man and horse. : 

Convinced as I am that the best and only means of procuring the 
needed supply of animals are those that I have indicated; feeling 
deeply the pressure of the demands made and to be made on me to 
furnish such supplies; dreading the consequences of a failure to meet 
such calls, and fearful that I may be exposed to censure for such 
failure, I respectfully urge that I may be immediately put in posses- 
sion of the necessary means to carry into effect the plans for provid- 
ing the animals needed, than which I confess myself unable to suggest 
any other; or that, in case it shall be decided that my plans are 


id 
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meal | I ask for cannot be furnished, 
from the duty I am now performing, and some one t 
n my stead who can dispense with what I consider an 
_to be indispensable to enable me to successfully perform 


nk it proper to again repeat what I have before asked to have 
1e in order to secure the needed supplies. 
First. With respect to the operations in Mexico and Texas, I esti- 
“a ated that the sum of £350,000 in sterling or gold turned over to me 
_ say, at the rate of £100,000 per quarter, would enable me to obtain 
about 15,000 animals, at the rate of about $60 perhead. Iwas informed 
by you that this amount would be furnished by the Treasury. I 
received letters of credit for £50,000 and sent it to Texas by Maj. W. 
_§. Harris, and further amounts are now required. An officer to con- 
_ trol and manage the business is wanted, one possessing the qualifica- 
tions which I had the honor to state I deemed requisite. No one has 
been yet assigned to the duty; nothing can be done until such officer 
arrives in Texas. = 

Second. The purchase of horses and mules to be delivered in Mis- 
sissippi from the enemy’s lines to be successful must be conducted on 
the simplest plan. The officer who receives the horses must have in 

his hands the cotton to make instant payment. It must be at suit- 
-able points for being carried off easily. He must not be trammeled 
by officers of other branches of the service, and so situated as to be 
able to fulfill his engagements promptly and surely. If he is to get 

_ his cotton paid through Treasury agents (and not allowed to purchase 
it himself) and be governed by them as to the price he is to pay for 
horses, I fear he will fail to carry out the object. 

Third. To obtain horses in Virginia, gold or Federal money is 
essential. They can be purchased for gold at rates below those pre- 
vailing before the war. This is not the case with other articles of 
military supplies in the Confederate States obtained from abroad by 
the Government. I am induced to believe that 2,000 horses can be 
had in a short space of time along the lines of Virginia and North 
Carolina from the enemy’s lines if money can be supplied, and at 
prices perhaps not greater than we expect to pay in Mexico. 

I beg leave respectfully to request that I may be officially informed 
as soon as possible the decision in reference to the before-mentioned 
subjects, in order that I may be enabled to give General Lee an exact 
statement showing to what extent he can rely upon this office for the 
animals deemed necessary to place his army on a footing for active 
‘service in the spring. I have not been able so far to reply fully to 
General Lee’s inquiries, for the reasons herein stated as remaining 
open for determination. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. H. COLE, 
Major and Insp. Gen. Field Transportation, C. S. Army. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Memorandum of resources of Department of Clothing, Camp Equi- 
page, and Miscellaneous Stores. 


1. The inclosed report will show what has been furnished the armies 
of the Confederate States in the way of clothing within the past six 
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months. The issues show a fair provision in all | 
coats and flannel jackets, and in some instances an extra 
sumption of supplies. The condition of the troops In connectic 

the issues made suggests either an imperfect distribution of sup) 
or waste on the part of the individual soldiers, or it may be both. Ce 
latter is known to prevail to an extent that makes ita great abuse. et 

2. As to the future the greatest difficulty will be to provide the 
raw material—wool and leather—the former, especially. The manu- 
facturing facilities are ample. Efforts are being made to supply the 
deficiency of wool from the trans-Mississippi region, where it is abun- 
dant. Some deliveries have recently been made on this side: The © 
wool is worked up as rapidly as had. By using cotton clothing dur- 
ing the summer and spring and reserving the woolen goods for fall 
and winter, it is hoped and believed that sales may be had to pre- 
vent suffering next winter. We will get through this season without 
much trouble. There is a fair supply of leather, or hides in the vats, 
and a moderate supply of shoes on hand. “on 

The blankets now in the hands of the soldiers must be turned in in 
the spring for reissue, as there is not in the entire Confederacy a 
single establishment that makes them. Machinery had been ordered 
from abroad. The supply of cotton clothing has heretofore been 
abundant and is now ample. There will be no difficulty hereafter on 
this head, at least so long as the railroad connections can be relied on 
to make the raw material of one section available in another. It is 
now very hard to keep the factories in Virginia even partially sup- 
plied. with cotton. ; 

To accomplish anything, however, it is really indispensable that 
some relief be extended, and that promptly, as follows: 

First. Money, or some equivalent, must be had to keep the machin- 
ery of the department going. Arrearages especially should be pro- 
vided for. For instance, over $5,000,000 is now due to the factory 
interest alone for goods long since delivered and expended, and that, 
too, after a liberal use of call certificates, non-taxable bonds, and even 
the raw material—cotton. All the factories are under contract to 
deliver at fair rates two-thirds of their production. They all work 
under a uniform system; one built up with care and labor, and with a 
result perfectly satisfactory. The whole unfortunately is about to 
crumble in for the want of funds, the factories being without the 
means to meet current expenditures, even at times to pay taxes. 
Their only relief is to put their production upon the market, and the 
department is in no position to complain of the loss of material. 

Second. If money can be supplied, then the system of barter now 
almost universal should be checked or at least placed under restric- 
tions. The necessities of the Subsistence Bureau have compelled with 
it a free resort to barter. The Niter and Mining Bureau has also gone 
largely into it. In Virginia especially this has been done. Material 
needed for the manufacture of clothing for the Army has been diverted 
from its legitimate use. Thus cotton is expended here when the fac- 
tories have stopped work for the want of same; cotton yarns are made 
way with, needed for army socks; and also shirtings and osnaburgs, 
needed for clothing and forage sacks. The Subsistence Bureau has 
now some 150 bales of osnaburgs stored here to be used in barter, and 
this department is without a single yard of material to make into 
shirts or drawers. General Lee represents his army to be in want of 
underclothing, and a call has recently been made for 12,000 shirts, 
which for the first time could not be sent forward promptly. That 


the same way hides of beeves slaughtered by commissaries are 
_ made way with, though due to this department under general orders, 
d absolutely essential to the continued supply of shoes to the Army. 
~ The practice of purchasing beeves with the obligation to return the 
hides to the seller should be discontinued. 
_ Third. Some protection similar to that given to the factory oper-_ 
atives by Special Orders, No. 310, paragraph XXXII, should be 
extended to the detailed men of mechanical skill employed in the 
established workshops of the department, so as to guard against 
unnecessary interruptions and consequent loss of supplies. 
With some relief in these particulars to develop home resources, 
and such aid as may be looked for from abroad through contracts 
encouraging individual enterprise, a reasonable confidence is felt that 
a sufficiency of army clothing can be provided, at least for the present 
year. 
These remarks apply equally to camp equipage and miscellaneous 
stores. 
Respectfully submitted. 
WM. B. B. CROSS, 
Major. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


CONFEDERATE STATES QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION, 
et Richmond, February 10, 1865. 
Brigadier-General LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General : 

GENERAL: In making the report you ordered upon the condition and 
wants in regard to transportation by railroad, it may not be improper 
to call your attention to the cause of the difficulties which have always 
attended it with increasing force as this city is approached. 

In North Carolina and Virginia, where transportation bears the 
most heavily because of its increasing volume as you approach Rich- 
mond, the roads are the least able to bear it. They were constructed 
and equipped to transport that great stream of travel between the 
North and South, and with no expectation of a heavy freighting busi- 
ness, prepared themselves with such machinery as was adapted to 
carrying a light train very rapidly. So long as the Army could draw 
supplies from any quarter, and the lines running south as far as Wil- 
mington and Charlotte were called on only to transport men, the work 
was performed promptly and well; but when supplies failed in Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, and Georgia and South Carolina had to 
furnish them, an immense business was at once created upon those 
lines, which they were unprepared to meet; their engines were light 
and few in number, and their ears the same. Had the gauge of the 
tracks: south suited, machinery might have been drawn from there; 
but this not being so, we have had to struggle against a heavy business 
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ith inadequate means of performing it. Under these circumstances 
. ne acinar will aaciceines it is overworked and not well attended = 
to, and must inevitably grow less reliable. New cars are being built, 
though the difficulties encountered retard the progress very much; — 
but new engines cannot be manufactured in the Confederacy. 

It becomes all-important, then, that those we have should be pre- 
served in good repair, and here we meet the really great difficulties — 
arising from the scarcity of mechanics and materials. The hardships _ 
of the war and the fear of conscription have induced many of this 
class to leave the Confederacy. Most of them were natives of the 
United States, feeling but little or no interest in our country or cause. | 
They are generally ofa roving and reckless character, forming attach- 
ments to places but rarely, and impatient of restraint. Many of 
them enlisted and have been killed, so that the number in the country 
has been constantly decreasing. This deficiency cannot be supplied 
as in ordinary times by the instruction of apprentices because the 
conscript law takes them for the Army just at the period when they 


’-are learning to be useful, nor can they be induced to come from 


abroad at the present pay, and with the fear of the Army before them. 

To the want of mechanics is to be added the want of materials. Not 
a single bar of railroad iron has been rolled in the Confederacy since 
the war, nor can we hope to do any better during the continuance. The 
main lines will be kept up by despoiling the side lines, but if our lines 
should expand and the rails and machinery be taken away by the 
enemy we could not replace them. But without discussing the supply 
of rails, which is in the hands of a special commission, there are 
many articles of iron which cannot be had because of its scarcity. 
Aside from iron there are copper, pig-tin, steam gauges, cast steel, 
files, &c., without which it is impossible to maintain engines. ‘They 
are as necessary as iron. Heretofore a small supply has been had 
through Wilmington, but with that port closed we are cut off entirely, 
except by trading with the enemy and paying in cotton. With 
plenty of mechanics and material the machinery now in use could be 
improved and there would be a corresponding improvement in trans- 
portation; but it should be borne in mind that as machinery grows 
older it takes more work to keep it in efficient condition, and there- 
fore the same men and material now do not accomplish so much as 
at the commencement of the war. 

Your earnest attention is called to the entire absence of responsi- 
bility of railroad officers to any military authority. It is true there 
is a kind of moral influence exercised over them rather from some 
_undefined idea that the hand of Government can reach them than 
from any other cause. The public and indeed most of the officers are 
under the impression that your Bureau has supreme power over all 
the railroads and trains in the Confederacy, and had but to order 
them at your will to any point you desired. As to the men, they are 
exempt and enjoy almost entire immunity from the ordinary means 
of punishment. The only attempt yet made to render the railroads 
amenable to some authority has resulted in a law so full of loop- 
holes that it is inoperative. These are the main reasons why our rail- 
road transportation is already deficient and daily depreciating. 
Efforts are being made to purchase materials, but success is quite 
uncertain. At present this want is not so serious as the want of 
mechanics, though it may become so if the materials are not obtained. 

It may not be out of place to mention that, notwithstanding the 
scarcity and value of this kind of transportation, it receives but little 
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r comtort but their safety depends on its efficien 
point, and of recent date, is the loss of cars and one 
swoldville, Gordon, and Savannah, footing up prob- _ 
gines and 400 cars, or an equipment greater than we now _ 
work the Richmond and Danville Railroad. 

am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
aes iW: SIMS: 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


F Fe _ _ [FEBRUARY 16, 1865.—For Longstreet to Kershaw, Pickett, and 
Benning, asking an expression of opinion on the subject of putting 
ese the field as soldiers, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part I, 
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HEADQUARTERS VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE, 
ices. February 17, 1868. 
| Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
e Secretary of War: 

DEAR SiR: The present state-of the country justifies any one in 
presenting for the consideration of the Government well-meant sug- 
gestions, even if they should appear crude to those who are better 
informed. , 

The tone of public sentiment and the tenor of present legislation 
indicate that the call of General Lee for negro troops will be 
responded to. 

I suggest tha? the maximum number allowed to be raised should be - 
half a million. ; 

Ido not suppose that so many are required or could be obtained. 

But to place the maximum at this figure would, I believe, inspire 
dread in the minds of our enemy, who exaggerates, through igno- 
rance, our power in this particular; and further, to call for half a 
million would, by the effect upon the minds of owners and slaves, 
facilitate and insure the raising of 200,000. 

The second suggestion I would make is, that in the event of the 
troops being raised you might command the services of our corps of 
cadets with their officers to perform the work of organization and 
drilling in the shortest time, and with the greatest efficiency. 

In 1861, between the 20th of April and the 20th of June, the cadets 
drilled?15,000 men of the Army of Northern Virginia, and if a large 
camp of instruction were established at Camp Lee the same work 
could be done for all of the negro troops that would be sent there. 

Allow me to say that these suggestions are the result of conversa- 
tion among some of the officers of our school, and the last one is con- 
tained in a letter to me from General Smith, our superintendent, who 
is now absent at Lexington. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
; J--T. L.2 PRESTON, 
Acting Superintendent Virginia Military Institute. 


DERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR D 
CONFEDERATE ST. ola ier oe 
JEFFERSON DAVIS ; : 
JE President of the Confederate States: : ee 

Sir: I invite your attention to the condition of this Department in 1 
respect to its claim upon the Treasury, and the necessity for prompt 
attention to that claim. "ta 

The requisitions of this Department on the Treasury since the 
commencement of the war have been as follows: é 


“a 
eel 


pene ne a $59, 516, 129.75 
umn EER ees = Sop’ 259! 436-51 
BRGOE Getee ghia cS oS. daw bus bLadec poe ee ee * 512, 278, 188. 5 
HOAs nb acue oce wets Cosas vo leu deo ee ee 670, 663, 396. 89 


DO Me ae ay ee ee 97, 028, 970. 14 


otal aba ee FE ee Sea ee oa 1,737, 746, 121.83 


Of the requisitions for 1564 and 1865 there remain unpaid the sum 
of $161,322,573.45, and besides this the sum of $69,601,422.58, which 
were drawn prior to the Ist of April last in old issue returned to the 
Treasury. The amount actually drawn from the Treasury in 1864 


was but $422,344,319.10. Of this sum $320,721,116 was paid since 


the 1st of July last, showing that only $101,623,203.10 was paid during 
the first six months of the last year. 

This statement will account for the large arrears in this Depart- 
ment. The whole of the facts will show that the arrearages must be 
much greater than is apparent from the preceding statement, by a 


comparison of the expenditures of this Department with those of the : | 


War Department of the United States. 
The expenditures of that Department for the year ending 30th of 
June, 1862, are as follows: 


une. 50186255 Sete... es. ee ee ee e@- $394, 368, 407.36 
USC rca epee he ee ech ie a 2 ee etiadine aie Ss eis ee ai ope mik ie on 599, 298, 600. 83 
istimate:t or-vear 1864 s<- Beas <2 an ae a ee eee 738, 829, 146. 80 
Six:months of 1864, till December 31_-—__-22__2___. 8 369, 414, 573. 40 

Motel: 3. 022 oot aa a hc 2 NS ae 2, 101, 910, 728. 39 


When it is considered that the currency of the Confederate States 
has been inferior to that of the United States during the whole term 
of the war, and that all of the material of supply has been obtained 
with difficulty and at excessive prices in the Confederacy, the com- 
parison is not out of place. 

The estimated arrearages beyond the amount of the requisitions is 
$200,000,000, and this estimate is under rather than over the deficiency. 

The Army pay is in arrear for several months. This is an excuse 
for desertion, the sale of clothing, equipments, and munition by the 
soldiers. The operatives in the workshops are suffering, and many 
have deserted. The railroad service is reduced to the lowest point of 
depression from the same cause. The soldiers in hospitals and who 
have been furloughed or returned are deprived of many necessaries. 
Throughout the whole country discontent and discredit has arisen 
from the failure to pay for supplies of food and animals that have 
been impressed. 

It is plainly impracticable for this Department to earry on any of 
its operations under such a condition of things. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


rE or AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, - ie 
Richmond, Va., February 18, 1865. 
ESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: ae 
i: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following ' 
tion of the Senate adopted on the 24th ultimo: 


| Pier That the President of the Confederate States of America be respect- 


eo Ce sae At Sug the Senate— 
t. Wi ormation as to the number of white men between the ages 
a ighteen and forty-five, and of the number of negroes who, in addition Ric tin 
own officers, may be required for the necessary employments and the proper dis- 
charge of the functions of the Department of Medicine, of the Commissary-Gen- 
eral, of the Quartermaster-General, of the Engineers, of the Ordnance, and of the 
‘Niter and Mining Bureau. 
Second. A like estimate as to the Post-Office and Navy Departments. 
. Third. A like estimate in regard to the railroad transportation of the country, 
including not only the working, but the equipment, repairs, and construction, in 
his consideration, of the number required for such transportation. 
Fourth. To specify the railroads, if there be any such, whose repairs and con- 
struction, in his opinion, will be necessary for military purposes and ought to be 
_. effected in whole or in part by appropriations from the Confederate Treasury. 


In response to the foregoing resolution I submit the inclosed com- 
munications from the respective bureaus of this Department to whose 
operations the inquiries relate. 

From these it will appear that the six supply departments mentioned 
in the first clause of the resolution require for their operations— 


) Whites. | Negroes. 

Petron nl mee TSUN BAU » << 5 mein on sais ceincw = ales einlelainin=\sisin (= ale aia miasininicinnisia= me se oo Oy B47 7, 881 
“ie rain TS Fa) Sa 8 eo ears ae edo soe SABO On er oSe cee Unsnes 14525 coendaeer asc 1, 297 21, 125 
Mimi MHERCOPOe PAPUMGR biceee ns ee anise eae aie oie o> eniainieisnite Mele wigie saa [e=) 1 eminielni ain 3, 691 2, 245 
Medical Department (able-bodied, 257; disabled, 1,995) -.-.......---.------------ 2, 252 2, 000 
Gonumiasaly Mmeomplete) ia. --- 2 s-cncon dsiae ce ge crea naisr = cine oreo ewsiemosee seine’ 736 1, 047 
GQuarbermaster, exclusive of railroads ...- 2... 200+ covecevcwccceceascesscn= 2, 299 8, 451 
DRCNet eal ain aia alm aici ieisinis See = < clnine «nine ela ness ase enenciecneas em-s= 15, 622 37, 749 


The estimate of the Commissary-General does not embrace the States 
of Georgia and Florida, for the reasons stated by him. 

In response to the third clause of the resolution the Quartermaster- 
General finds himself unable, for the reasons assigned by him, and by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sims, in charge of railroad transportation, to state 
the number of men required. These numbers vary so greatly with 
the varying conditions of the country, the positions of the armies, and 
the consequent changing demands upon different railroads, that even 
an approximation in numbers is difficult. 

In response to the fourth clause, the Chief of Engineers and the 
Quartermaster-General concur in indicating the following as the most 
important railroads, the repairs or construction of which are neces- 
sary for military purposes, viz: _ : 

First, the connection of Columbia, 8. C., with Augusta, Ga.; second, 
the connection of Albany, Ga., with Thomasville, Ga.; third, the con- 
nection of Union Springs, Ala., with Montgomery, Ala.; fourth, the — 
connection of Montgomery, Ala., with Selma, Ala.; to which the 
Chief of Engineers adds: Fifth, the completion of the railroad bridge 
over the Tombigbee River at Demopolis, Ala. ; 

I concur in the recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, that 
instead of making separate appropriations for the construction of 
particular works, and for repairs, that a general appropriation be 


made for construction and repairs of railroads n 
purposes, to be applied to such works as the future 
war shall indicate to be most essential. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


exigen 


JOHN ©. BRECKINRIDGE, 
: Secretary of War. | : 


- [FEBRUARY 18, 1865.—For Gordon to Lee, in relation to enlistment 


of negroes as soldiers, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 1063. ] 


a 
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Ricumonp, VA., February 20, 1866. 


THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 

AMERICA: ‘ 

I submit herewith to your honorable body a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, dated the 18th instant,* exhibiting the condition to which 
the public service is now reduced by the want of means in the Treas-~ 
ury to furnish the supplies needful for the Army and for the public 
defense. The urgency for the passage of some revenue bill has now 
become so pressing as to threaten the gravest consequences. J am 
fully aware of the embarrassments which have retarded the action of 
the House in the performance of its exclusive constitutional function 
of originating a bill for raising revenue, and that the great diversity 
of opinion which must exist on so complex and difficult a subject has 
prevented the adoption of measures recommended by the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House, as well as of those recommended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I would, however, respectfully suggest 
that our affairs are now in a position so critical that objections which 
under other circumstances would be regarded as insurmountable may 
well be waived in favor of any scheme of finance or taxation that will 
enable the Treasury promptly to meet our most pressing wants, and 
that immediate legislation, even if somewhat imperfect, is preferable 
to wiser measures if attended with delay. 

In connection with this subject I would invoke your attention to 
the need of prompt action for adding to our strength in the field. 
Very few weeks now remain for preparation, and we are threatened 
by a concentration of forces around us which cannot be successfully 
resisted without the aid of large re-enforcements to our armies. 

It is with trust in your wisdom and patriotism that I obey the 
behest of the Constitution in placing before you this information of 
the state of the country, confident that you will need no further stimu- 
lus than the knowledge of these facts to induce such action as will 
avert the perils which now menace our country. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


LYNCHBURG, February 20, 1865. 
His Excellency President JEFFERSON DAVIS, : 
Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: The subject of an adequate supply of food and clothing for 
the Army and people is one of the most important now forced upon 
the consideration of the country. We are cut off from foreign sup- 
plies, and although blessed with a fertile soil and an abundance of 
raw material, we find ourselves unable to utilize these blessings from 


, *See p. 1094. 


y 


5 arises from the lamentable indifference which we showed to such 


r and machinery for converting them to useful 
he midst of plenty we are in want. The enemy 
stematically destroyed all the agricultural implements and _ 
acturing machinery wherever they have gone, believing that we 
e not the skill or energy to reproduce them. This state of affairs 


matters before the war, relying on others to furnish us with much of 


_ our food, all the means for producing it, and nearly all of our cloth- 


ing. As nearly the whole world” have shown themselves our enemies 


” 
a 


in this great contest, it is to be hoped that we will learn to provide 
for ourselves in future. The question now arises, Can this deficiency — 
be supplied in a reasonable length of time? Having had much 
experience in such matters in Europe and America, I reply, with 
proper energy and liberal action on the part of the Government it 
can. I have already arranged for the manufacture of spinning . 
machinery and looms of a simple and cheap pattern; also agricultural 
implements, such as are most needed, and now ask for the sympathy 
and approval of Government in enabling me to extend the sphere of | 
usefulness. 

Another view may be taken of this subject. The depreciation of 
the currency has gone on to such an extent that in many places it has 
lost its purchasing power, thereby compelling resort to impressment, 
and as a direct consequence thereof lessening production. As the 
value of Treasury notes decreases, the expenses of the Government 
proportionately increase, and if this continues the time must come 

~when they will be totally valueless unless some assistance can be 
obtained in reducing the necessity for their use in obtaining supplies 
without the system of impressment, so objectionable to our people. 
If some medium of exchange or barter between the people and the 
Government approximating nearer the value of specie than Treasury 
notes do can be found, of which the latter have control, and the 
former used, much relief may be given the Treasury Department, 
and a-healthy state of trade re-established, resulting in increased 
production, and doing away with the necessity for impressment—the 
curse of the country. There is one particularly suited, sufficiently 
compressed in bulk, and of high value, and will admit of compara- 
tively easy and cheap transportation from point to point. Cotton 
yarns are needed by the people for manufacturing clothing, for which 
they will readily exchange the products of their farms, on a specie 
basis. The Government holds a large amount of cotton, which is now 
dead capital. It also controls or can control the products of the 
factories. Let it then exchange on a liberal basis with the factories 
cotton for yarns and cloth, and if needs be seize all of the cotton for 
such purposes. Then exchange those yarns with the people for 
agricultural products. But the supply of yarns or cloth from the 
factories now in operation would not be sufficient to supply the 
demand for both Army and people. More machinery must be put in 
operation, under some well-regulated system, so that the whole 
country may become one great manufactory. The Government must, 
therefore, encourage the establishment of more factories by stimu- 
lating the manufacture of machinery, and induce the people to weave 
more cloth than they need for their own use, and exchange the same 
for some article which the Government may have and that they need— 
Treasury notes or even specie. In this way the necessity for the use 
of Treasury notes may be reduced to the smallest possible limits, and 
by judi€ious taxation the circulation be rapidly reduced, and along 
with it the expenses of the Government. 


’ 
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In order to carry out this system, I propose, first, the removal of all 

factories, or their most valuable machinery, to’ safe points near the 
base of the mountain ranges, where water-power 1s abundant and 
approaches by the enemy difficult. Next, the establishment of small 
factories at various points of like character. Around these, as cen- 
ters, the women of our country, who have been deprived of all and — 
driven from their homes by the enemy, could be collected the wives: 

and daughters of soldiers and others in indigent circumstances. — 
There they would not be likely to be disturbed by the enemy. Being © 
thus distributed, could be much more easily fed, and escape® the 
demoralizing influence of large cities, and the country be greatly 
benefited by their labor, which would be light and highly remuner- 
ative to them, thereby lessening suffering at home, and consequently 
decreasing discontent in the Army. So situated, no one raid of the 
enemy could inflict irreparable injury to the country. Cotton would | 
be near at hand, labor abundant, and the necessity for the transporta- 
tion of food and material to and from great centers of trade and 
manufacture greatly reduced. I propose, also, to furnish to the 
women of the country generally yarns, and a simple and cheap pat- 
tern of looms, taking pay for the same in cloth made by them. This 
system, once inaugurated under a properly organized bureau of — 
industry, would save every department a vast deal of trouble and 
expense, and in a short time almost every house in the country would 
be contributing its weekly quota of cloth for the Army and people. 
I am aware that this system of barter has been adopted to a limited 
extent by some of the departments, but the supply has not been pro- 
portionate to the demand for the article most needed. What I now 
propose is, that it should be made a part of the governmental system, 
from which the most happy results would ensue: - 

First. A supply of food and clothing for the Army and people at or 
near a specie valuation. 

Second. A new medium of exchange would be established between 
the Government and people at or nearer specie value than Treasury 
notes now are; thus the expenses of the Government, and conse- 
quently taxation, would be lessened, and the necessity for impress- 
ment, so objectionable to the people, almost entirely avoided. 

Third. The utilization of the cotton now in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, rapidly deteriorating and being destroyed or captured by 
the enemy, and by reason of the closing of our ports, almost useless. 

Fourth. The employment of the female labor of the country profit- 
ably and advantageously, thereby lessening distress at home and 
consequently discontent in the ranks in the field. 

__ Fifth. The establishment of a great industrial system, which would 

be of immense advantage during the war and give us practical inde- 
pendence for all future time. I claim no great foresight for these 
suggestions, for they are called forth by the exigencies, although the 
principles of action contained therein have long been entertained; 
but I earnestly hope that they will receive due consideration by the 
Government, as the only means left to us of supplying our most 
pressing wants. 

Under a firm conviction of the efficiency and practicability of the 
scheme, I have commenced the work, and earnestly ask for the sym- 
pathy and approval of the Government as necessary to its success. 
After an experience of twelve years, and a close study and observa- 
tion of the industrial systems of Europe and America, aided by an 
intimate acquaintance with the resources of the South, I anmprepared 
to say that the means necessary for the accomplishment of the ends 


,,and Tam ready to do all that I can in 
) a practical success. DS “3A 
sir, your obedient servant, — pays $3 
oigcusnaartai _ THOS. E. McNEILL,: _ 


x ai es ; Civil and Mechanical Engineer. 


ines RICHMOND, VA., February 21, 1865. 
-Hovusk oF REPRESENTATIVES: 
response to your resolution of the 30th utimo I herewith trans- 
for your information a communication from the Secretary of 
ar, relative to the accessions to the Army from each State since 
April 16, 1862; to the number of persons liable to conscription who 
ve been exempted or detailed, and to the number of those between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five, and not unfitted for active service 
in the field, who are employed in the several States in the manner 
indicated in your inquiry. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. . 


_ [Inclosure.] 


: CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ae Z Richmond, Va., February 20, 1865. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Sir: I have received the following resolution of the House of Rep- ~ 
resentatives, adopted on the 30th ultimo, and referred by Your Exeel- 
lency to this Department for attention: 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to communicate to this 
House— 

First. The number of soldiers from each State added to the military service by 
enrollment, volunteering or otherwise, since the enactment of the act of April 16, 
1862, commonly known as the ‘‘ conscript act.” 

Second. The number of those within the conscript age exempt or detailed, dis- 
ee as to the classes of each in each State. 

Third.-The number of those within the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
not disabled or unfit for active service in the field, who are employed in the 
respective States in executing the law of conscription, or in connection with post 
commissaries and post quartermasters, or otherwise, in derogation of existing 
laws. " 

In response I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from the 
superintendent of conscription, containing the information called for 
by the House. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[Sub-inclosure. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 


Richmond, Va., February —, 1866. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: I have the honor to invite your attention to the papers here- 
with inclosed, respectively marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, and 
L, in response to a call for information of the 30th ultimo by the 
House of Representatives of the Confederate States, by the following 
resolution, which was referred by you to this Bureau, with instruc- 
tions to furnish the information required.* 


* Resolution (here omitted) embodied in next, ante. 


1100 ‘CORR: E, aie 
The paper marked-A shows the number of persons enroll 
vegans a the Army since the passage of the act of C 
roved April 16, 1862. 
oR ae a approximate estimate of the number who have volun- 
‘teered since the passage of said act. These persons, for the most 
part, regarded it as disgraceful to be conscribed, and went directly to 
the Army, avoiding enrollment and assignment from the camp of © 
instruction. There is, therefore, no record of them at the camps and 
no means of making an estimate. Though called ‘‘volunteers,” their 
joining the service was compulsory, and should be accredited to the 
energy exhibited in the enforcement of conscription. ~This estimate — 
is regarded as much too small. E 
C exhihits the number of persons ascertained by the Medical Board 
to be incapable of performing service in the field, who have been — 
assigned under the eighth section of the act of Congress approved — 
February 17, 1864, to the various branches of service for which they 
were recommended by said Board. 
D exhibits the number of persons exempted of the several classes 
of exempts enumerated in the said act of Congress. 


my. 


E exhibits the number of agricultural details. s 
F exhibits the number of details allowed for reasons of public — 
necessity. 


G exhibits the number of details allowed the several bureaus and 
departments of service upon the certificates of the chiefs or heads 
thereof that the persons applied for were indispensable to the public 
service, exclusive of the details of contractors, artisans, mechanics, 
. &e., for Government service. 

H exhibits the details of contractors with the Government to furnish 
supplies; also allowed upon certificates of heads of departments that 
the persons applied for were indispensable. 

I exhibits the number of details of artisans, mechanics, &e. These 
are also allowed upon certificates of the chiefs or heads of departments 
that the persons applied for are experts, skilled and indispensable to 
the public service, in conformity with General Orders, No. 77, Adju- 
tant and Inspector General’s Office, of 1864. 

K exhibits the number of deserters returned to the Army by the 
agencies of conscription. This statement is not called for by the reso- 
lution, but it is deemed important for the information of Congress. 

L is a recapitulation of the several statements furnished. 

The records of the Bureau do not show that any persons between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, capable of service in the field, 
are employed in the business of conscription, except officers whose 
commands have been consolidated, and have, therefore, no appropriate 
service in the field, and the drill-masters assigned to the business of - 
conscription. Conscripts employed as enrolling officers are taken 
from the list of those unfit for field service. f 

This Bureau has no means of showing the number of persons between 
eighteen and forty-five years of age, capable of field service, who are 
in the employment of post quartermasters or post commissaries. It 
is not informed, and it is not usually stated, where the commissaries 
or quartermasters applying for details are stationed. The details, 
under existing orders, can only be granted upon the certificate of the 
Quartermaster and Commissary Generals that the persons appliéd for 
are experts and indispensable to the public service, and the place or 
post of employment is not regarded as an element of the necessity 
which demands the detail. Hence the Bureau institutes no inquiry 
upon the point. 


the latest information from the cori dants — 
nished by their monthly consolidated rebut 
very SSE reully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. 8S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


of conscripts enrolled and assigned to the A 
=> "Instruction since the act of Garret April - 6, 186 He camps One 


Remarks. 


Se 


14, 875° pesaive of the: operations of General Pillow. i, 


362 | Suspended and under General Cobb till January, 1863. 
81 | From September report, commenced in August, 1864. 


= Osh 3.—Approwimate estimate of men who have joined the Army since April, 1862, 
without passing through camps of instruction. 


State. Number. Remarks. 
RVANPINIA-soscsiecensecc cscs. 15, 000 
North Carolina............-. 8, 000 
Spork Caroling s->nras00s: Be 6,800 | This is merely an approximate estimate, and the exact num- 
‘ ber can only be obtained from the Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office. This number is regarded as being too 
Pecrets Reap eatete a iais\aisie'aie stereo 26,400 | small. 
SANA DAMA. = oo cinistintee so as soe 10, 060 
Pee MISSISSIDP! seer oan - --0----= 38, 032 
SOFAS ceete eee iniciee <.ci- t-7 2, 000 
East Louisiana .-...-.-..---. 500 
East Tennessee. Sass cbugeuus 500 
7 eng ee *76, 206 
f ' C.— Assignments under section 8 of the act of Congress of February 17, 1864. 
. . ; 
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eee Department ...--.------- 154 38 94 65 100 | 254] 10) 18]....| 733 
Ordnance Department. .-....----------- 56 16 18 75 46 D2 Ae ee eae 
Engineer Department -.-------------- 9 if 9 if 9 |..---- 3S a 
Navy Department .-.----------------- 6 1 10 3 Gales seeiesice 2 
Post-Oflice Department .--..---.------- Pa lececeie (ON et imer\loSeeSgor Ve pee as (PLO dees 49 
Medival Department-.-.--------------- 578 52 64 | 290 67} 31 }.-..| 1]----) 1, yee 
Treasury Department -.-.-.---------- 74 2 14 }.-----|---.--=- (OE US ee eal sos af 
Niter and Mining Department. .-.-.--- 8 43 Siieeenes 6 1 (a 
Provost guard ote Note asta ts Sieh isicey 109 46 103 | 163 86: 126}... <}.---|---- 633 _ 
Post guard ....---------------+------- 44 20 222 PIBaroueioe Ta Bile 318 
ar guard ...------------+--+---+-+-- 2 7 73 53 189) ieee PLR eee) 354 
Hospital guard -.- 33 TO Ne acleeiina|inea= a 40 50 | 2 5 Se 
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*So in copy; ; but factors ale ene e€ ihe sum of 72,292. 
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Vand 18.2.2) W107, fee ee 
45 and 50....| 386 |....|....... 
ta Leseseee-| 6,745 | 80 | 1, 894 
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17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45... 
tiand 132 22 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50..-.. 


17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45...-. 
17 and 18. ..-. 
45 and 50.... 


18and45....| 


18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


a The special report of the comman 
found physically disabled. 


dant failed to discriminate the ages of State officers and those 


b The report of commandant failed to discriminate the ages of the number of exempts as State officers. 
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East Tennessee .......--..| 18 and 45....|.---.- 
Ti 83 | SM eee Se aence GOSee EE SroeooS Strate 
East Louisiana...--......| 18and 45....|....-. 
Motalueme sce telcce neal etc teeecsos|eeesce 
Grand total, 66,586.* 
*So in copy; but factors produce the sum of 67,054. * 


nsec eee eee eee cece cnet eee eeeeee bse eee 


| 17 (1 16.------- = 
| 45 and 6 Un ceceenene 


Total a ccsSees tag oa eee nd clea se atecinss Sail |eibin afafelatnrm = ein oleperal ate 


eccacessesess 


Ba cearedenhasmet ame becsdics mn se.gse 18 and 45......---- 


17 and i822. 2-e2-55 
45-and 50-2. amas 
Tota loca sss saktasasewnsscs ative nsecsntali nner eeeenee 
: PIA D AINA occas soz ccss ose ee een ee 1S: An 45, secs ee 
* 17 and 185. ets ase eee ia oe ee 
45-and 50.....-s-.- 
ota. saacinn scat cewascsaee ene wastass leat aes cneine meats eee 
3 MISSISSIp Pies 20+ cocs =. see eos eer ee 18 and 45 
x 17 and 18 
45 and 50 
HT Re ee eEr ED Eeerarcea amend De scRranaes poeses abdl Eat 
IOTIOR: = acccensscsscehisciasiese sees osiecse aes 18 and 45 
17 and 18 
45 and 50 
UNE Rn ee Coe eB on EOC A Inee DECC OE Meare sono PES neeES 
Fast Tennessee .-.......--.------2----e2-0 18 and 45 
Grand total, 2,717. . ° Ss 
Nors.—Since General Orders, No. 77, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, onl found for 
“light duty” have been detailed as agriculturists. P sac 1 eee ¥ 
, S 
_ F.—Details on account of public necessity. : 
® ; 
a U ’ = ‘ . wey ’ ’ q 
& |€ 18 -|8 3 @ iol" = oa 
Balsa Gets 13 s2/ 2 ja.tal3g 
cS) iz go D Q 6 al 2 a Fi . 
State. Age. oS | aa £4 ge| 5 ae| 3S a 8 Ey oa a ag a 
SAi@sieais| & las! \a 8 8 — 
& bo) toe BS] P| 3 adi s of BS AS 
we Be he EES) Sep once =e 
B28. (2/8 pale | Bae | Se eso 
ES A POS Bae tae per Beyel Ao lee eie| eg feces ters 
WAT PIN ates rica even na 18 and 45.... 4 2 5 
17and 18.... 8.|. 2 Oe yee 3 
45 and 50.... 5! 87 4| 16 Silesaes 8 
: Total....-..--.2.|.---------+--- Paz} 41| 9| a6] a7} 3| a1 
North Carolina........ 18 and 45.... Bae ta eet ae Seon laa 
Dang 18. oo.) VL sa as| oe el Sees |S eee ll eee 
45 and'6022) :|° 26") elo oueel Oem: fees eee |e ee a ea BeAr llr: 5 
Toial..:.5:..:2so ere eet AGS e 14 gene ae ies ae hoses ae 5 
—S SF SS — =| — =| 


Police ‘depart- 
ment. — 


18 and 45.... 
17and 18.... 
45 and pO. 


AMA -..----------.| 18 and 45.... 
+ 17 and 18... 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


‘18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
‘| 45 and 50.... 


East Tennessee ..----- 18 and 45.... 
: 17 and 18... 
45 and 50.... 


% Motalizn.s->e OSgeS OSs eR Ieenaedee 
A East Louisianaa ......|..----.--- Roos 
~~ = * —— | re . 
= | e | 4 & 3 
. Ass Kal eer eat 
: ee ley jee | 5 He = eee 
2 as O| a |i se leo Blsa2|o 
j State. Age. § ~ | eS ae BS Fi =) alos 5 3) 2 
ae BE ee lenieoilcee a | eyed eee eaee ect 
a/S| 2 l2elE|Fle|si32|8/Bc/ 2). 
iden) ee, RS fe ee) 80) | SP | ee connie 
gis ele |S/Big ele [ele] a] 3 
galeale is |SielFlES |e le | al e| 
Virginia .......-..--- Te aeaee eet Sh he 2d clcales sc] 8 1 20 ol ereees 
eaualige ced 740-1: | 19 |} t csecic-denc-k 90 Lect Ot ee Bal 
45 and 50....| 126 | 59 | 97 | 123 | 24| 3| 61 | 21 | 634 |---| 51 | 138 | 1,465 
2c ge ae ee ha ae 129 | 71 | 101 | 146 | 26| 3| 61 | 21 | 727| 27| 55 | 189 | 1,971 
jase —— —— =i —= | = =—4 
North Carolina .--.-- 18 and 45....| 32/10] 18] 22) 2|.--.....) 5] 17) 1/]--..- 22 235 
17 and 18....|----- besarte ete al ee Skeet He se lel dhl saale 68 tata bags 
MRRe SOE AL 44 ie F28 od scetecs de 8 6. |sc-oo8 4 19 eda 
Tae ene ee nen 43 '14| 36¢\ 45° 8-22)... g| 24! 1] 74] 41| 437 
South Carolina ...---- igeudae ce oT 7 | 19) 24) 2) ----/ Bilr6} 9) 11) aT | (19 | abt 
17 and 18....|--..- Bare Re eee 7 ei Bee ee Bah ec cle O20 tte a eee O 
45 and 50...) 221 8| 80] 50| 6 (-...1-7| 6] 78] 2/177} 31] 515 
ii Loa Soe 49/15| 49| 74| 7/.-... 10] 12] 103/13 | 216] 52 | 1,056 
aires eee and 45....| 74|47| 94| 108/12) 2 20/11] 89/46) 45) 67 | 1,426 
eu 17 and 18.... De ale ates 0 hepmesruer eaten Seaeae Lees Disa e |b: 1 62 
45 and50...| 44/17| 50| 38) 8) 4, 17|12| 164] 7| 149) 39| 660 
ite aS eee 120 | 64 | 144 | 147 | 20) 6 37 | 23 | 255 | 53 | 208 | 107 | 2, 148 


70 R R—SERIES IV, VOL Ill 


PAV abalnac.tac-escec at | 


Sitotaleerteais\esceeseeoe 


_ Mississippi.-...---- --| 18 and 45....| 
: ; 17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Mita es;caasisca. eee 12 
sMOrid Bier. <tc acsars| LS Ond. 4B. acalliy se 
IVand 182-2) --ae-ls— 
45 and 50.... 
Potabeesis-se Saal uesseb cece se 
- 18 and 45....|....- 


Grand total, 5, 803. 


18 and 45....| 5 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


17 and 18.. 


Nore.—Nearly all of these men between 18 and 45 have been found unfit for duty in the field. 
aNo report received from Louisiana since September, 1864. 


- ah 

a 
sie a é)e'e en A= ena 
2 aao 


G.—Details for Government service, bureaus, and. departments (not including 
contractors or artisans, mechanics, &c.). 


. 
3 - 
3 : 
BS a. oles : 8 ; 
g £ a A - re) & 3 von 
g ~ Pe a A et = =} a 
g a | 8 8 | a ee 
@ mm v a ele eee ~Q 
alO allele gre! Bi » 
State. Class. Aalnz a\2¢ié4 s q, g a z= : : 
Cs) i) a O|\@e i A. QD N 
r=] + bs ) Di ley sy om = De 4 | 3 
2 i SS ieeSstaahe el 2 4-A, 3 
3S g 3S © fe alslA oS oe a ° 
elele/eleiaialg|F| 2 ls 
Shes, Vege Weg sao On Sais Ves aa cae 
Q e a |e uli 8 o| S 
PB] ore [Sle | els SS eee 
Oo, ClO ,O/FIAl/a alse, 4 LS) -e 
Winginia’.: ictal sc... 18and45....| s|125| 55/141|43| 6/38/18 | 86 1,128|....| 1,640 = 
17 and,18....) + 1ae06 Po akib Wdslead beats Pees Puen cat 
45 and 60....| 197 | 255 | 88) 53|-2.-) 6] 4/14/80) 68 |...) 760 
Potgl emcee, oe 214 | 885 | 144 | 206 | 43 | 12 | 40 | 32 | 166 | 1,194 |...| 2, 401 
South Carolina........-. 18 and 45....|148 | 44) 36) 71/15/38| 31.5) 36...0c0.. 5. Paar 
17 and 18-19 ee Lees i 2. lbcoalsen be hepa alse 5 
45 and50....|160| 24 | 22! i... hee Gere 5c) d Ae 
Totals tee. lose 308 | 68/ 59| 8|15|40| 5| 6) 49!....... 1| 558 
Georgia cses-. seer 18 and 45....| 193 | 194 161, 61/21 | 44/13) 43| 97 19/11] 795 
17,and 18.-..|....- Dlhee SAL AGTL = TN Tahoe oe oo mee oe 2s «| act 
45 and 50....| 49| 68| 39] 15| 9] 6| 4| 7) 5| 21 11 205 
Potal: 7025s ee eo ree 243 | 264 202 - 82 | 31 | 51) 17| 52) 82 23) 12 | 1,016 
—4 x =e oS) ee ee) [emma pa | SS Ss | 


{ 


/ 


* 


Grand total, 4,612. 


Nors.—Those in the conscription service have been found ft only for light duty. Details granted 
on certificates of heads of departments that the persons are indispensable, in conformity to 


‘Mississippi :........-..-| 18 and-45....|..:.- 
ki 17 and 18... 

- 45 and DO Serie 
EN eS ee aieewee i 
Movida: <2bc<ctreccs <<a. 18and45....| 5 

di-and 18-5 -c)0 <=.» 
45 and 50....) 48 
Btesnl ee .c ss. ate Ee | 53° 
East Tennessee 18 and 45.... aa 
: awe eli See pone 
\ 45 and 50.... 
EP Oba ee sese cass ste laa ee someon 


¥ 


Ordnance Department. 
Engineer Department. 


Commissary Departme: 


Orders, Nos. 77 and 82, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Oftice, 1864. 


— - 


State. 


H.—Details of contractors to furnish supplies. 


Class. 


ment. 


partment. 
Commissary Depart- 


Quartermaster’s De- 


Wey: Wee ogecao sie 


Georgia....----------- 


18 and 45.... 
17 and 18..-.- 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45.... 
T7and182>-. 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45...- 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50..-.. 


18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50..-.- 


cs) | Ordnance Department. 


4 
es 
#| 
A 
el ee 
QA s 
w |. 5! 
$ a 
cams 
Aq i] 
A} Z 
Sea 19 


ment. 


Post-Office Depart- 
< | Medical Department. 


ter and Mining Bureau. 


scellaneous. 


[EEE EEE [ats 


| Total. 


|... 


g& 


Treasury Department. 
Niter and Minin 
Bureau. 
State quartermaster’s 
department. 


Total. 


he 


18 and 45.... 
17and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


18.and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 


e le fet 
j2alA | | 
£3) se fs 
Za/G3/ A 

a8 Ss) o 

£313 i 

Palen | A 

ala |2 

Sle 15 

16 j 5 
ery ieee ta 
— 


| Navy Department 


uA 


| Post-Ofice De 


Grand total, 717. 


Norte.—Detailed on certificates of heads of departments that these persons are skilled and indis- 


pensable, in conformity with General Orders, Nos. 77 and 82, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 


part- | 


ment. 


Pe 


Beare |) 


| 


Post-Office Department. 


1864. 
I.—Government details of artisans, mechanics, &e. 
: : . @ 
by = mn ° 
eter ien bs alee E 
i=" Re] co E * + s wey A 
® se | 4 =} a = 
A Ba| + ue Ooi eee cs) ; 
CEB H oo g ) : at 
5G ey 8 a=! A = =I 
.-|/4¢2 a | 48 i ao 2 a =o 
Pelee] o |#e | & | Sa] 8 2 Fs 
State. Class. Aad Ft Fp safest Sat El 
Thai blel | ais Q j2a-ies Bled 
a Ao is fas) Ha| A s HA, 
| Sh eal en ee b 5 | ge 
Blas (-9-| 96) 4) ol oe 
g | 82] 2 esl ag (8 | So] pia 
oo BA 8 | Sele deo ee teers 
So 1o) SY hss) SHES: I Ne) 
Wirgithias@2. <aec2 ss ae 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Potal-vc. sc secnleecsmesesses 
North Carolina...-...... 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Totals cies ste eecc lenlee netee ete T. 
South Carolina......-... 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Totals. soe sees bal-ssctsoneesoc : 
Georgiais- si... -cceece. 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
th OUBM ete ota Sc one leateiteeisiew oaee 
Alahamarncsccscacesccs. 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Dotal svctieeemeeceed wees oscil = ca os 
East Tennessee ........ 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 
45 and 50.... 
Lotslasssaes Wpcswelleeeecireeee 


. 
I 
Ss 
: 
3 
: 
a 


45 and 50.... 

Alabama . SAAS een 18 and 45.... 
17 and 18.... 

ee 45 and 50.-.. 
Totalye. ac seeceee a ltteeceeeeeses 

East Tennessee..-..-.-. ayant 
- 17 and 18.... 

et 45 and 50.... 
GRACES SS ee es I ie a 


Li 


Medical Department. _ 


18 and 45.... 
17 and 18..-.. 
45 and 50.--.| 


Seeeee cao ands4 oe. oc 
= 17 and 18..-. 
45 and 50.... 


18 and 45.-... 
17 and 18.... 


Contractors with Treasury 


Department. 


Niter and Mining Bureau. 


State quartermaste: r’s 
lay partment. : 


Grand total, 6,960. 


Notre-—Detailed on certificates of heads of de pee that ‘‘these persons are skilled, experts, 


and indispensable ” in conformity with General 
eral’s Office, 1864. 


rders, Nos. 77 and 82, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 


K.—Deserters returned to the Army. 


State. Number. Remarks. 

cla Ser oo 8, 596 
North Carolina -. 8, 832 
South Carolina.-..-...-.---- 2,514 | Since September, 1862. 
GeOrgid 2 2a- => >.< ---e-s-=-02e==- 5,173 | 
PARES AINE ae oe win wiesew «|= <1 alee eiele)=\= 9 © =i 5,055 | Since February, 1864. 
Mississippi. ....-------------0-- 2-2 eeee ee cece reer ee 2, 031 Do. 
AELOnid Gros aa cee oe Sai sae one oo eiewiein ees sees aeesece a 220 
East Louisiana ..-.--..-----.-------2-- 02-00 ee 25-2 eee e ee serene 75 | Since August, 1864. 
Ast) LOnNOSSOC < ccocle vlc ccc ccc cc cc cncnnw vane cnancscesccesstesice 560 | Since November, 1863. 

EN ntal eeeee cen eee cae Se cinice sais seciean ie cinie te nnleieipce em am * 21, 056 

L.—Recapitulation. 


Number of conscripts assi 
Deserters returned to the 
Assignments under section 8 0 of 


* So in copy; but the factors (if correctly stated) make the sum ef 33,056, 


4 


* 3 


ae 
* ° bh oS ee es a uthes ‘Sah eee 
Approximate estimate of men who have joined the Army without 
structi 


ae - een eesewsses eee ee eeee eeeee 
eee e eee eee - eee 
eee en ee ee ene eee ne eee ene 


Total number of exempts..----.----+ ---- == eens ee cence renee eee rer eeneesecceneercres 
Agrionlinral Gotalla sje erie a (GF oe Re oe ee ee : = 
i unt of public necessity.-.-..---------------------- eee e eee cee sees ce eereceesete eee OF 
Ecperaihene cits, Deas and departments (not including artisans and mechanics) ..-..-.- 
Detail of contractors to furnish supplies ..-..--------------- +--+ +--+ +--+ e222 errr ree ee eee eee ee 
Detail of artisans and MeChaDics ..........ceecew cee ce cere ence rece re eeesereetscereens eeeecenenn 


RicHMonD, VA.; February 21, 1865. 
Hon. JOHN FORSYTH, 2 =a 
Mobile, Ala.: 

My Dear Sir: You will readily understand why during the ses- 
sion of Congress my private correspondence should be in arrears. I 
have now, though it may seem late, to thank you for your letter of 
31st of December. The article inclosed from the Register and Adver- 
tiser is a substantial expression of my own views on the subject of 
employing forthe defense of our country all able-bodied men we have, 
without distinction of color. It is now becoming daily more evident 
to all reflecting persons that we are reduced to choosing whether the 


negroes shall fight for or against us, and that all arguments as to the © 


positive advantages or disadvantages of employing them are beside 
the question, which is simply one of relative advantage between hav- 
ing their fighting element in our ranks or in those of our enemy. 

On the other topic suggested by you, making use of this subject as 
an aid for negotiations, you will appreciate the obligation of reticence 
imposed on me in these matters, and I can only say that I perceive no 
discordance in the views you express from what wise policy would 
dictate. So far, therefore, from obstructing any effort that the Goy- 


ernment may be, or may have been, making in the hope of securing’ 


our independence, the influence of your journal in the line which you 
propose to take would be a valuable assistance. 
With many thanks for your offer for cordial support in my labors 
for the success of our common country, I am, 
Very truly and respectfully, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, Va., February 21, 1866. 
His Excellency JOHN MILTON, 
Governor of the State of Florida, Tallahassee, Fla.: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor 
bearing date December 9, 1864, inclosing to me ‘‘ Joint resolutions of 
confidence and thanks to President Jefferson Davis.” For this 
marked manifestation of unabated confidence on the part of the Leg- 
islature of Florida I feel deeply sensible. It is truly gratifying in 
these times of peril and great public excitement for the Executive to 
be sustained by such evidences of continued approval. For myself 
please receive assurances of my high regard and a just appreciation 
of your valuable services, and believe me, 

Truly, your friend and fellow-citizen, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


* See foot-notes (*), pp. 1101, 1103. 


ICA, SURG. GEN.’s OFFICE, 
tchmond, Va., February 21, 


KINRIDGE, el 
of War, Richmond, Va.: ae 
In compliance with instructions from the War Office of the 
instant, and in response to the resolution of the Senate of the — 


Mt h instant, I have the honor herewith to inclose estimate in quadru- 
_plicate for funds required by the Medical Department for the period - 
of twelve months. e 
___-Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Ss 
: S. P. MOORE, Bs 
. Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


[Inclosure.] 


+ 


_ Estimate of funds required for the Medical Department, C.S. Army, for the period 
Bex, of twelve months. 


_ For the purchase of medical and hospital supplies : 
IE SEO nn onesie wa Sue dees ls aoe ese cSeeece ses $16, 000, 000 
i TEES EDU AOTRN Hc a Re a a ea Soe ee i ee ees 400, 000 
; + Books for hospital regimental records... ............-----2.------ 200, 000 
a earenImaON On eres en Fae ee Se oe eet =o Santee ee 4, 000, 000 
re eee ee a ee 4, 000, 000 
BRrEMidirer crossing) QC. kan = sae es sok eee Se ek ee ebanee 4, 000, 000 
28, 600, 000 


‘For purchase ef hospital clothing required by act of Congress ap- 
proved September 27, 1862, entitled ‘An act to better provide for the 
sick and wounded of the Army in hospitals”... ..___---_--.----.-- 1, 000, 000 

For purchase of 624,000 gallons of alcoholic stimulants required for 
Medical Department for medical and hospital purposes for an army 


a: DIE TEI GL Os, Eth gs eee Se aN See 8. RN ae pen A ce 8, 000, 000 
; For establishment and support of military hospitals._-.--.--.-------- 200, 000 
: For pay of private physicians employed by contract.....--.----------- 500, 000. 
For pay of nurses and cooks not enlisted or volunteer -..- ---.------- 700, 000 
For pay of hospital stewards- ---- ke Se A Se eee eee 200, 000 
For pay of matrons, assistant matrons, and ward matrons -___--_---- 700, 000 
LEMOume TORING COLE SUV WINE Sh HE ee a ae aa es ea eR 400, 000 
Mompayearnospital laundresses...--2.-----+-----.--2-------2--225— 300, 000 
TROD) OS ts aca P nee Ca oC eee, ea ee eat Ne ae 40, 600, 000 

S. P. MOORE, 


Surgeon-General C. S. Army. 


*% 
CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
: Richmond, Va. 


RICHMOND, VA., Mebruary 22, 1865. 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

In response to your resolution of the 25th ultimo I herewith trans- 
mit for your information a communication from the Secretary of 
War, relative to the number of able-bodied men between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five, ‘‘claimed to. be exempt from conscription by 


nor, laws, and resolutions of the State of Georgia.” 
Cg a aaa JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Commmpunar Sranus OF on tae WAR DEPAR a 
ag Richmond, Va., betes 2. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE Sraree: 


Str: I have received the following resolution of the House of Ropes 
resentatives adopted on the 25th ultimo, and referred by Your Excel-_ 


lency to this Department for attention: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to iach this House 


with the number of able-bodied males between the ages of eighteen and forty-five _ 


years, claimed to be exempt from conscription by the Governor, laws, and resolu- ; 


tions of the State of Georgia. 


In response I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from _ 
the Superintendent of Conscription containing the information called 3 


for by the House. 
Very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


isu incleations 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, Va., February 16, 1865. 


Hon. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: The following resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 25th ultimo has been referred to this Bureau: 


Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested to furnish this House 


with the number of able-bodied males between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 
years, claimed to be exempt from conscription by the Governor, laws, and resolu- 
tions of the State of Georgia. 


In pursuance of instructions thereon indorsed, I have the honor to 


submit the inclosed paper, marked A. 
The return is made from the reports of the commandant of con- 


scripts for Georgia, the only source whence this Bureau can obtain 


the information. 
Ihave ue honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JNO. 8. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


A.—Number of State officers exempted in the State of Georgia. 


Governor and Statehouse officers 20-| Deputy ordinaries__......._.-._- 182 
Judges of supreme court _______- 8: SROriIse=. 0 5). a ee 132 
Clerk of supreme court___.___ _- 2 || Deputy sherifiss. =a = seen 132 
Judges of inferior supreme court. 16:1; Constables=_ = == =e ae 132 
PeHAlOrsee ae eae ee eee > 44 | Tax collectors- - Sw oo es So eee 1, 350 
Representatives ._.....1_____._- 169:|" Tax receivers: = ss. = | sa ae 132 
Justices of the peace __...-_.--.- 15,3502) Sailers = 225. uoeea eee 132 
Justices of inferior courts__.___- 660 | County treasurers__....._...___- 1382 
SONCILOLS ster ees eae en Baie 16-|. Coronérs2-3 2. 555 eee ee 132 
Clerks of superior court -..-_.--- 132 | County surveyors ____._._._.__-- 132 
edt clerks superior court__-_.- 182°| Militia officers 2:51, 52) 42) 2, 751 
eputy clerks inferior court_. -__ 264 
TdiN alls == 182 Totals :¢c. tees So hee 8, 229 


THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. * 


3 
3 
3 


’ 


a 


Cne e 


T. AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFI 


ApJ 


snerals of reserves will immediately place upon acti 
rals 4 pon active dut, 
man belonging to that class who is not specially detailed, or hae 


will employ them vigorously in arresting and returning t 
1 deserters and absentees. s ning to the Army 


a poral,’ This service will, for the present, constitute the primary duty of 
officers of the reserve forces, and they will enter actively upon it. 


Il. Generals of reserves will visit and inspect the localities in 
which this force is most needed, and can be most beneficially employed, 
and will give their personal attention to the organization and oper- 
ations of their troops in carrying out these orders. They will report 
twice a month to the Adjutant and Inspector General the number of 
men arrested and sent by them to the Army. 
_ IV. Generals commanding armies will return to the generals of 
reserves for this duty all the reserve forces in active service that are 
not indispensably necessary in the field. 

V. It is not intended that these orders shall affect the reserves 
employed in guarding railroad bridges. 

By order: 

Sorat S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


e 


RICHMOND, VaA., February 24, 1868, 
Brig. Gen. I. M: St. JoHN: 

GENERAL: As a means of increasing the supply of breadstuffs for 
the use of the Government, I beg leave to offer for your consideration 
the following observations derived in the course of my official duties, 
and some suggestions that have presented themselves therewith: 

First. That any call upon the people for voluntary contributions 
produces, in fact, nothing. The truly patriotic have already delivered, 


or are doing so as rapidly as possible, all their surplus. Those who 


are so only in appearance by a small loan or proffered sale, which is 
magnified to its greatest extent, aim to cover and protect a much 
larger quantity, while those who are not disposed _ to aid the Govern- 
ment are induced by this very call to exert themselves to their utmost 
to conceal and convey off secretly what might otherwise be obtained. 

Second. That the patriotism of the people is not exhausted, and 
that they will cheerfully submit to anything that they can be assured 
is necessary and uniform. To this latter condition even more impor- 
tance is attached than to the other. ~ I feel assured that the testimony 
of every officer engaged in the collection of supplies will be found to 
sustain me in this opinion, and that it will meet the assent of every 
producer and farmer. The neglect of this rule has been a greater 
cause of dissatisfaction and complaint than all the other acts of the 
Government combined. : 

Third. That throughout Virginia the rations of meal for the negroes 
is now, by general allowance, one and a half pecks of meal per week— 
say, eighteen pounds—or two and four-seventh pounds per day, nearly 
three times what is given to the Army; that in addition to this they 
have their vegetables, milk, chickens, eggs, &e. 


No. wae} Richmond, February 23, 1865. 


ae _been turned over to generals commanding armies, departments, 
_ or districts. They will organize them into convenient bodies, and 
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Now, as to the deduction from these facts, I would respec fully 


suggest that either by the voluntary act of the farmers, in county 


“meeting assembled, or by law, as has been done to some extent in the p 


article of meat, the negro ration of breadstuff be reduced to the same 
amount as that furnished by the Army, and that each farmer urge 
and encourage the production of roots and vegetables (the usual diet 
of the laboring class in other countries) to the greatest possible 
extent, for the supply and use, not only of his own hands, but for non- 
producers. By these means the surplus of breadstuffs would be 
vastly increased without any detriment to the profit or comfort of the: 
farmer or his hands. * ‘ ‘ 
The late Congress authorized the ‘‘impressment of one-half the 
usual quantity of meat reserved by each producer for his own use.” 
This law, as far as I have been able to learn, was executed with but 
little if any dissatisfaction or difficulty, because: believed to be neces- 
sary and uniform. f 
The suggestions made above are but another step toward putting 
the whole country upon rations, or a regulated allowance. Could this 
end be accomplished, I feel assured that your main difficulties would 
be removed. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
P. A. WELLFORD, 
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence. 


[FEBRUARY 24 and MARCH 2, 1865.—For correspondence between 
Lee and Vance, in relation to the disaffection of North Carolina troops, 
and Vance’s action and recommendations with a view to inspire conti- 
dence and public spirit, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, pp. 1270, 
1312. | 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., February 27, 1866. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: On recurring to the files of this Bureau I find that General 
Gilmer on the 11th instant estimated the amount needed for con- 
struction and repair of railroads for military purposes during the cur- 
put year at $21,000,000, triplicate copies of which I have the honor to 
inclose. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. RIVES, 
Colonel and Assistant to Chief Engineer. 


AN ACT to provide for the employment of free negroes and slaves to work upon 
poe tealons and perform other labor connected with the defenses of the 
country. 


Whereas, the efficiency of the Army is at times greatly diminished 
by the withdrawal from the ranks of soldiers to perform labor and 
duties which can as well be done by free negroes and slaves: 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
all free male negroes between the ages of eighteen and fifty years 
Shall be held liable to perform any labor or discharge any duties 


—, 


* Omitted. 
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my, or in connection wi it . ges 
, Such as working upon farihention ee ee 
ma His-or war bulldine- and ro tions, producing and prepar- _ 
- doing other work usually fate eee pers roads and bridges, and | 
} _ ing as cooks, teamsters, stewards <i ee ee 
other like labor, or similar duties whi Radke Heat eee 
___ by the Secretary of War, or the eotgiel peste aac a prescribed 
sissippi Department, from time 5 ti eral commanding the Trans-Mis- 
thus piicaged, shall 1 ae ime, and said free negroes i 
ie , receive rations and clothi ore eae 
tions as the Secretary of War ma Fane, andes Shenae eas 
the rate of eighteen dollars per ay preegney and shall receive pay at 
rr Sec. 2. That the Secretary of War and th 
[rans-Mississippi Department are each auth sd oeeciae Toate 
: like those named in the first section f thi simian cree 
Slaves, between the ages of eighteen a at SES innate ee 
4 the service may require, and the said I Ghee Bere a 
_ be furnished rations and clothing, as sealer rere recs oo 
tion, and the owners paid such hire for inbicds eet reat ae 
upon, and in the event of the loss of a ie seeiileh ae oak De Brae 
feet at the enemy, or by esca neh slaves whilst so employed, by 
death inflicted by the enemy or Be iis ire “Chewy, OF Uy areunds or 
service required of said slaves anes eae Sprayer 
owners thereof, respectively. shall tee iti ec CO nos ane 
of such slaves, to be ascertained and fi 2 | ot oe eee 
said slaves are so hired, under rul FO a ae ee eae 
Be Wan d, r rules to be prescribed by the Secretary 
Sec. 3. That whene | 
manding the Tens Misia Denard se ene eee 
cure the services of slaves by hivitte the spare eek ese Die 
sufficient numbers, then it shall be lewful £6 Cae ae apenas! 
general to order theimpressment and to im Rene see ReRa ce 
within the ages named in the second TOcHORT Of: thi apne 
purposes and uses above stated, as the w. re | f he Seana 
Sv aa ae That said impressment shall me eae di 
o the rules and regulations provided in the lé an 
they are impressed and in the abs t arene ee ieee 
with such rules and regulations note Cevamreanens pce 
of this act as the Secretary of War eee eae he ee 
Provided further, That slaves so ie SE ee eae 
' \ pressed shall, whilst in the Gov- 
ernment employment, receive the same clothing nd i Tone 
to slaves hired from their owner uistevs ee 
death, in the manner or from se en ears ee es ga 
shall be estimated and fixed as provided by ihe first ; plea aN 
act regulating impressments,” approved March twent) ms ih ene 
en sixty-three, and paid as in the case se alae ae 
ge PRO Beers the value of the hire of said slaves shall be 
Src. 4. That the Secretary of é i 
the Trans-Mississippi Ee tenienallin eee ae 
of slaves, regulate the same, as far as practicable so that ee ai 
be taken from each State in proportion to the whole ai bee aA 
and impressed under this act, whether owned by citizens of doe 
“State or not; but not more than one in every five ete ates! within 
the said ages of eighteen and forty years shall be taken from any one 
owner, if said slaves are employed by said owner or his lessee uni- 
_ formly in agriculture or in mechanical pursuits, nor where an owner 
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has but one male slave within said ages shall said slave be impressed, _ 
and all impressments under this act shall, as far as practicable, | 

taken in equal ratio from all owners in the same locality, city, county, — 
or district: Provided, That in each case care being taken to allow 
each owner a credit for all male slaves between the ages aforesaid 
heretofore impressed, or impressed under this act, or hired to the 
Government, who are still in service, or who may haye died or been 
lost while in service: Provided further, That if the Governor of any — 
State shall certify to the Secretary of War or the commanding general _ 
of the Trans-Mississippi Department that slaves cannot be impressed 
in any locality, county, district, parish, or city in such State without 
great detriment to such locality, county, district, parish, or city, then 
the quota of said locality, county, district, parish, or city, shall be 
impressed from other portions of such State: Provided, however, That _ 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as toexemptany State — 
from furnishing its fair quota of slaves for the purposes herein speci- 
fied and according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. If any slave is now held for services who is not liable 
thereto under the provisions of this act such slave shall be ferthwith 
returned to the owner on demand and proof of the fact. 

Sec. 6. That duplicate rolls shall be prepared of all the slaves _ 
hired or impressed under this act, which shall contain a description 
of the slaves, the names and residences of the owners, and a state- 
ment of the value and rate of hire of the slaves at the date they are 
hired or impressed, one of which rolls shall, in the States east of the 
Mississippi River, be forwarded to the Secretary of War, and in those 
west of the Mississippi River to the headquarters of the general com- 
manding that department, and the other roll shall be sent to the gen- 
eral commanding the army where said slaves may be employed, and 
the officer having charge of said slaves, or of the work upon which 
they may be engaged, shall have a copy of said roll, and shall regu- 
larly enter thereon the nature of the labor or duties in which said 
slaves are engaged, and any changes which may be made therein, and 
of the absence, sickness, or death of any of said slaves, and make 
monthly returns thereof to the general commanding the army where 
said slaves are employed, who shall transmit the same to the Seecre- 
tary of War, or to the commanding general in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, as the case may be. 

SEC. 7. That all laws, or parts of laws providing for the hiring or 
impressment of slaves be, and the same are hereby, repealed, except 
so far as they may provide for regulating and fixing, in case of 
impressment, the value of said slaves, or the value of their services. 

SEC. 8. That no slave shall be hereafter impressed except in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of this act, and any officer who may violate 
the provisions thereof shall be court-martialed and on conviction 
cashiered. 

TH. 8. BOCOCK, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


. R. M. T. HUNTER, 
President pro tempore of the Senate. 


Approved 28th February, 1865. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


. ~ es co Pa at Se ee a? 
pl or he employment of free negroes ant slaves 
pon fo tions and perform other labor connected with the 
of the country. ae 
the Senate February 18, 1865. 


JAMES H. NASH, 
Poe 4 Secretary. 
Passed the House of Representatives February 18, 1865. 
8 A. R. LAMAR, 
ee: i <: Clerk. 
_ Ido hereby certify that this act did originate in the Senate. 
a, JAMES H. NASH, 
Secretary. 


Presented to President February 28, 1865. 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
A : Raleigh, February 28, 1865, 
_ Mr. JOHN WHITE, 
Commissioner of North Carolina: 
(Care of A. Collie & Co., 17 Leadenhall Street, London.) 

DE%R Sir: You will before this reaches you have learned of the. 
capture of Wilmington and the consequent stoppage of our blockade- 
running business. The course proper for you to pursue under the 
changed aspect of affairs has, I presume, suggested itself to you. Noth- 
ing remains but to close up our affairs as completely as possible and wait 
for a change. Our accounts in England, I suppose, can easily be 
reduced to shape, and what funds we have should be placed in safety 
to aid in the final adjustment of our indebtedness. Our goods on 
hand, whether in Europe or the islands, I leave you to dispose of in 
any way deemed best, consulting Mr. Flanner and Mr. Collie. You 
may also relieve Mr. Flanner of his agency from this date, and will 
please reduce your own expenditures on State account as far as prac- 
ticable. Not being able to export any more cotton, of course it 
becomes us to exercise the most rigid economy. There is upward of 
a thousand pounds sterling due us from the Confederate Government 
for freight brought in the Advance by Mr. Flanner, which I presume 
he forgot to collect whilst in this country. Please see him and try to 
get it. Major Walker, the Confederate agent at Bermuda, gave 
receipts for it. Mr. William Collie, who kindly bears this, will give 
you the military news. It is bad enough, God knows. Your family 
are well. I have received nothing from you since Halifax. 


Yours, truly, Z. B. VANCE 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WaR DEPARTMENT, ENGINEER BUREAU, 
Richmond, Va., March 1, 1868. 
Honorable SECRETARY OF WAR: r 
Sir: The communication of Commander M. F. Maury, C. 8. Navy, 
in explanation and recommendation of the newly introduced electro- 
magnetic torpedo exploders, which was referred hither from your office 


with indorsement recommending ‘‘that measures be take 
some of these exploders with a supply of insulated wire,’ &e., ha 
efully considered. é , 
oorhe ain of the new exploders in connection with the mining and 4 
torpedo service is acknowledged, but the difficulties of the blockade — 
as well as of securing the necessary credit abroad will, it is feared, E 
render impracticable the importation which was recommended. _ 3 
The paper will be filed and the subject kept constantly before the 
attention of the Bureau, in the hope that circumstances may here- 
after enable the Department to act successfully in the matter. — It is 
proposed to use such material as is available for the purpose in the : 
Confederacy, and as far as practicable in the manner suggested by 
Commander Maury. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
“A. L. RIVES, 
Colonel and Assistant to Chief Engineer. 


(For and in the absence of Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer, Chief of Bureau. ) 
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RICHMOND, VA., March 1, 1865. 
General HOWELL COBB, or 
Col. WILLIAM M. BROWNE, 
: Augusta, Ga.: 
Decipher and forward to Reverend Doctor Myers and Bishop Pierce, 
with my special regards: 


Bishop GEORGE F. Prercg, D. D.: 
(onze of Reverend Doctor Myers, Augusta, Ga.) 


Ministers of all denominations in Virginia have offered their services to th 
Government to address the people, encourage hearty support of the Government, 
moral firmness, and that faith which Christians may illustrate in such a cause. 
They are now in the field, and good is resulting. Last evening the President, in 
conversation with Dr. William A. Smith and myself, expressed the earnest desire 
that you would address the people of Georgia in the same spirit. We promised 
to telegraph you at once. If possible, Bishop, go out and speak to the people, 
and assure them that if they will but do their duty all will be well. The faith 
of the country must not give way. 


WM. A. SMITH, 
JAS. A. DUNCAN. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[MAarc#H 1, 1865.—For Breckinridge to Vance, in relation to deser- 
tions, and urging that every influence be invoked to revive a patriotic 
Spirit, see Series I, Vol. XLVII, Part I, p. 1296.] 


RICHMOND, VA., March 3, 18665. 
Hon. WILLOUGHBY NEWTON, : 


Leeds, Westmoreland County, Va.: 


My D&AR Sir: Your kind letter written January 6 was, after some 
lapse of time, received by me, and I reply now to thank you for your 
generous confidence and friendly encouragement in an hour when so 
many believed brave have faltered and so many esteemed true have 
fallen away. In such words and feelings as you extend to me I find 
the most gratifying reward for my labors in the public service. In 


go nd patriots of the country | 
> reanimate | ried spirit of our people. The incredible sacri-_ 
es made by them in the cause will be surpassed by what they are 
willing to endure in preference to abject submission, if they are 
rt deserted by their leaders. Relying upon the sublime fortitude 
and devotion of my countrymen, I expect the hour of deliverance. I 
thank you that from a heart wrung by domestic affliction—although 
_ your bereavement was attended by all the circumstances that afford 
_ ¢onsolation to the patriot—you offer me that sympathy which I so 
esteem and so heartily return. : 
Very truly, and respectfully, yours, 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, _ 
a Richmond, Va., March 3, 1866. 
Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: Herewith Ireturna letter from General Robert E. Lee, in reply to 
my recommendations concerning the arrest of deserters from the armies, 
which letter was referred by your order to this Bureau. With extreme 
diffidence I venture to say that in my judgment General Lee’s objections 
are not well founded. In several States civil disabilities have been 
provided by law for the crime of desertion from the Confederate armies, 
and as we know without the slightest effect in diminishing the extent 
of the crime. I feel quite assured the disabilities proposed by General 
Lee cannot be obtained from the State. It might be a question whether 
the terms of the fourth paragraph, second section, first article, and 
the spirit of the second paragraph, third section, third article of the 
Constitution of the Confederate States may not be an impediment to 
such legislation. 

The full scope of my recommendation is to bring the entire existing 
civil machinery of the States to bear on the matter, and in addition 
to that they should institute special courts for the cognizance of this 
particular crime, and by the constitution of those courts to provide 
for more speedy and rigorous proceedings than are known to the 
existing courts; and further, for like purposes, to allow them the dis- 
cretion to transfer the cases to the army tribunals. Proper provisions 
for these purposes would give strictness and dispatch equal to that 

-assumed for army courts, or at least would form most efficient 
adjuncts to those courts besides their effect as State institutions and 
as being of easy access. It is but reasonable to assume that provision 
would be made for placing on these courts persons as nearly qualified 
for the duties as could be obtained, either from the class of civilians 
or competent military officers unfit for field service by reason of 
wounds or disease. Special authority, of course, would be given to 
Governors to insure prompt and intelligent action. 

T assume that the matter of returning deserters to the Army is one 
of the greatest and most pressing necessities now upon the country, 
the importance of which no terms can exaggerate. That there are 
over 100,000 deserters scattered over the Confederacy; that so com- 

mon is the crime it has, in popular estimation, lost the stigma which 

justly pertains to it, and therefore the criminals are everywhere 
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shielded by their families and by the sympathies of many commu. 
nities. They form the numerical majorities in many localities. 
Under such circumstances nothing short of State institutions and 4 
stringent State laws, together with permanent and local means ‘of 5 
enforcing these laws, can reach them. For this reason the courts © 
should be local, and a force established which should be permanent 
and closely netted together throughout the Confederacy. 

_ I suggest the creation of a force for this purpose and the use of the 
reserves as auxiliary. General Lee thinks a new force unnecessary, 
and that the reserves are sufficient, even without the aid of the civil 
arm, except by laws of disability. While I put youths of sixteen to — 
seventeen in this force, I would of course transfer them at seventeen 
to their appropriate class—the reserves—the class General Lee pro- 
poses to use in this service. This does not keep them out of the 
Army; it is using them a year earlier in this duty. Not a man is kept 
from his due course to service in the active forces, but is, in fact, 
better prepared for it. The prime auxiliary I suggest to the use of 
the civil arm with its permanent force is precisely this reserve force, 
and General Orders, No. 8, current series, was prepared by me in 
view of that use of the reserve forces. If that force is properly 
organized and put permanently and exclusively on this duty, in con- 
nection with the civil agencies, it might be effectual without the 
creation of new forces; but unless it is made the permanent and sole 
duty, and that connection is rigidly maintained, I cannot think the 
reserves will be sufficient for the purposes. If the net-work is ever 
broken for a week by the reserves being called to other active 
service, whether local or general, although seemingly not inconsist- 
ent, the experience of the last six months convinces me that they 
will fail in this. Since September last the matter has been in the 
hands of the reserves, and fewer deserters, not only in proportion to 
the number, but absolutely, have been returned than while it was in 
charge of the meager and inappropriate conscription agencies. 

Iam confident General Lee is in error in supposing the reserve force 
will or can cure this evil. Desertion is as common in that organiza- 
tion as in the Army. 

Adopt the State agencies in full, put the reserves in the condition 
General Lee suggests, and in addition let it be their sole duty, and 
there is great chance of good results. There is no organization 
which can be invented by which the reserves alone can effect the 
purpose. 

My recommendation is intended to call to the service all available 
existing powers and create others applicable to it. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JNO. S. PRESTON, 
Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


P. 8.—Beyond the means heretofore suggested there may be one 
other worthy of consideration. If Congress calls on the States to fur- 
nish quotas of troops let deserters returned by State agencies be 
counted in the respective quotas. Under well ascertained restrictions 
and limitations this might be conceded with good effect; say, two, 


three, four, five, or more deserters returned be credited as one sol- 
dier, &e. 


{Indorsement.] 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 


I very much question whether the States would pass the laws recom- 
mended in this letter. Such legislation might add to the difficulties 


tend to th th 
) not see how it could be obtained. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, ; 

Assistant Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CONFEDERATE STATES ARMIES, 
; February 24, 1865. 


onorable SECRETARY OF WAR, 
oe Richmond: 
_ Sir: I forward herewith a communication received from Brigadier- 
General Preston on the subject of arresting and returning absentees 
and deserters. I do not concur in all the suggestions of General 
Preston. I think a great deal could be done if the States would 
_ attach civil disabilities and penalties to the crime of desertion. They 
should incapacitate a deserter from making or receiving a title to land 
_ or other property by deed, will, or descent, and make desertion a 
— good plea in abatement of any suit he might bring. But I do not 
_ think anything would be gained by trying deserters before the civil 
courts. Those tribunals would not be inclined to the rigor which 
military courts are compelled to exercise toward such offenders. 
Their forms of proceeding are slow, and the mitigating cireumstances 
which deserters know so well how to invent, and which in fact often 
exist, would prove too much for the humane feelings of juries. The 
chances of escape would be multiplied, and men would hasten to 
avoid the speedy and strict trial by a court-martial by getting them- 
selves brought before civil courts, in which the delay alone would 
defeat the.objects of military punishment and effectually keep them 
out of service. 
Nor do I think the system of State military courts recommended by 
~ General Preston, even if they were adopted, likely to benefit the 
service. I do not think any court competent to try military offenses 
with benefit to discipline except one composed of persons having a 
practical knowledge of the wants of armies and the necessities of 
service. Such tribunals as are suggested would of course be com- 
posed either of civilians or of officers unfit for active duty, and asa __ 
general thing ignorant of the necessity and importance of discipline. 
Besides, when deserters are arrested I think they should be at once 
turned over to the military authorities. The fear of being so dealt 
with is one of the restraints upon desertion. 

Nor do I agree with General Preston as to the formation of the local 
force to arrest deserters. I can see no advantage that the companies 
he recommends would have over the reserves, and the latter are 
certainly more numerous. His plan would in effect take men per- 
manently from the Army, for the youths between sixteen and seven- 
teen whom he proposes to employ in the duty of arresting deserters 
would in one year be liable to military service. The actual loss would 
be the same as to take men already of military age. I think the duty 
of arresting and returning deserters should be performed by the 
reserves, aided by light-duty and disabled men. They should Be 
thoroughly organized for the purpose, and officered by the most e ; 
cient invalid or retired officers. There should be a commandant 0 
reserves in each State, charged with the control of the whole force, 
and reporting to the War Department through some officer connected 
herewith forthe purpose. If a like stringency 1n requiring the reserve 
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forces to perform this duty wer 
-_ branches of the service, and a thorough organizati 
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the work would be done. If the States can be induced to requ 
their civil officers to aid, and all Government agents and employ¢ 
also, it would serve a good purpose. I think that what is required 
is the adoption of a plan which will make the reserves understand — 
and feel that they are engaged in military duty and liable to military — 
punishment for its neglect. | name 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
~~ General. 
[Sub-inclosure. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, | 

Richmond, February 20, 1865, 

General ROBERT E. LEE, ° 
Commander-in-Chief of the Confederate States : 

GENERAL: I will attempt to express in the fewest possible words 
the views I ventured to suggest this morning concerning the cure 
and prevention of desertion and absenteeism from the Army. I may 
have failed to make myself understood, for I am uncontrollably diffi-- 
dent in counsel where neither by rank nor ability can I claim equal- 
ity. Expedientsof partial effect might be suggested, and experiments _ 
that would seareely amount to palliatives of the evil might be tried — 
under the auspices of those ignorant of the magnitude and difficulty — 
of the work required to catch and return from an area of 300,000 
square miles over 100,000 criminals shielded by a sympathizing popu- — 
lation. They would fail. 

With entire diffidence I assume that I have some comprehension of 
the matter, because for near three years I have devoted without 
remission all my tribute to the public service in this direction. 

The only comprehensive and probably suecessful plan for the pre- 
vention of desertion and the arrest of deserters which occurs to me 
is the following: 

The enactment by the States and the Confederate Congress of con- 
current laws constituting the crime of desertion from the Confederate 
armies a crime by State statute to be pursued against citizens of the 
State as any other crime of like grade, and additionally by military 
courts or commissions to be established by the States for that pur- 
pose. These laws, would of course imply that the civil authority 
should be used for arrests of absentees from the Confederate armies, 
just as in the prosecution of any other statute crime, and that the 
parties may be turned over to the special military courts, or, at dis- 
cretion, by the civil authority or by those courts to the Confederate 
authorities, and Congress should provide that the cases may be tried 
by these courts. 

The mutual concessions required for these laws are: First, the 
adoption by State statute of a crime against Confederate law; sec- 
ond, the authority to be given by Congress for State courts to try 
crimes against Confederate law. The provisions of the laws must, of 
course, cover the whole matter of the forms of proceedings, testi- 
mony, &c. One provision for the Confederate law is important, that 
the writ of habeas corpus be suspended in case of parties actually 
within the custody of the special courts. 

The Confederate organization should be alike in principle and very 
Similar in detail to that provided for in the bill reported by the 
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nd impracticable to apply the reserve force to this sex 
its chief and permanent duty, then an effort should be mad 
ise a permanent force for this special duty. =. 
selieve it may be done thus: For each Congressional district 


or cavalry, as the locality may demand, to be officered from. 
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-I believe 100 such companies may be obtained in sixty days. A 


vigorous use of all this material of law and military force would prob- 


ably suffice to alleviate if not to remedy fully the existing evil and 
render the chance of continued absence so precarious as to prevent 
the extensive recurrence of desertion. The plan certainly directs to 
the purpose the entire power of the States and the Confederacy, 
except the troops actually in the field. Their use for this purpose is 


out of the question. It is easily tried if the States and the Congress 


are loyal to the extreme exigency of the country. Laws can be pre- 
pared and passed in thirty days provided they have the sanction of 
the President, the Secretary of War, and General Lee, and the organ- 
ization may proceed pari passu. 

It is expensive. If the public liberty depends on the armies and 
the armies depend for efficiency on the return of absentees, the 
expense is warranted. : 

here are accessories to this plan which may be used perhaps with 
good positive or auxiliary effect: 

First. The instant assignment of the entire reserve forces to the 


duty, requiring the officers in command to take the field in person and 


perform it. s 

Second. The judicious use of amnesty, even to go further than 
hitherto proposed. 

Third. Carefully distributed detachments from the Army. 

Fourth. By general order requiring every commissioned officer not 
actually in the field to-regard the arrest of deserters as a part of his 
duty, and also requiring all employés of the Government to report to 
the nearest authority cases known to them. This would embrace all 
the agents of the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments and 
all others. Fes 

Fifth. Making by general order the fact of a deserter being found 
in a command to which he does not belong a grave offense on the part 
of the officer having him. 

There may be others of a temporary, local, or occasional character 
which may be brought into operation by the intelligence and vigilance 

rs. 
Or ihink it unnecessary to discuss the inefficiency of the expedients 
i E sed or proposed. 
ie aa rineeed on General Pillow was fully tried under auspices 
of the highest authority and failed almost ridiculously. Those pro- 
posed by the bill recently passed by the Senate will fail in like man- 
ner, the object of that bill being simply not to provide for the duties 
proposed, but to abolish the regulations organized by the Secretary of 


mpany of not less than sixty men, armed and equipped as a 


nvalid Corps or officers found unfit for field duty (the latter 
ats eferable), and to be composed of such light-duty men between sev- 
_ enteen and fifty years as can be properly assigned, and such ‘robust 2" 
- men between sixteen and seventeen and fifty and sixty years of age — 
_as_ can be obtained, and enlisted for the war for this service. 


ffensive to the projecto FSS si hliinig 

_ Whether or a be aoe suggestions may be valua’ 

public good, I.am confident, general, you will give me credi 

est and unselfish zeal in making them. + ASRS 
_——--: Fhave the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient s 

JNO. 8S. PRESTON, _ 

Brigadier-General and Superintendent. 


[Marcw 5, 1865.—For Campbell to Breckinridge, in relation to the — 
resources of the Confederate Government available for the approach- 
ing campaign, &c., see Series I, Vol. LI, Part I, p. 1064. eek 


: RicHMoND, VA., March 6, 1865, 

THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES> 

I have this day approved and signed an act which originated in the 
Senate, entitled ‘‘An act (S. 117) to authorize the commanders of 
reserves in each State to order general courts-martial and to revise 
the proceedings of courts-martial and military courts.” ; 

In the first section the general commanding reserves in each State 
is authorized to order general courts-martial for the trial of offenses 
committed against the military code by persons belonging to his com- 
mand and to revise the proceedings. ' 

In the second section military courts are authorized under certain 
circumstances to try offenses committed by members of the organiza- 
tion of reserves. But no provision is made by which the general com- 
manding reserves is authorized to revise the proceedings of military 
courts in any case. From the title of the act it seems to have been 
the intention to confer this power, and I have thought it proper to 
invite your attention to what seems to be an oversight in not granting 
it. A copy of the act is inclosed.* 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


Indorsement on ‘‘An act to authorize the consolidation of companies, 
battalions, and regiments,” approved February 23, 18665, 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 6, 1868, 
Respectfully referred to General R. E. Lee, whose views as to the 
propriety of issuing the consolidation law in orders at the present 
time are requestec. If he considers the immediate enforeement of 
the law advisable, the Secretary of War desires he will make such 
suggestions pertaining to it as he thinks the orders should embrace. + 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
Ay De CLAYS 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found. { For Lee’s reply, see March 15, p. 1148. 


Se to you two letters,* that you may see how well _ 
w prehension that evil would result from presenting 
ue made by the terms of the resolution in relation to a day of 
ra Many well-disposed persons do not understand the consti- 
ul restriction upon my conduct, and as many, perhaps, do not — 
: that the signature of the Secretary of State is a form properly 
erved in proclamations, as in commissions to officers, when issued _ 
yy the President, and that he is as little responsible for the one as the _ 
other. It might have been well that our Constitution should not only 
have recognized a God, as it does, but the Saviour of mankind also; 
_ that it should have had not merely a religious but a Christian basis. 
_ But such is not its character, and my oath binds me to observe the 
Constitution as it is, not as I would have it, if in any respect I should 
- wish it changed. ; 

Very respectfully, yours, &e., 


. JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


fe. RicHMonD, VA., March 9, 18665. 
: THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


. I feel constrained to return the bill ‘‘To provide for the promotion 
of officers in certain cases” to the Senate, in which it originated, with 
a statement of the objections which have led me to withhold from it 
my signature. : 

The Constitution provides, in paragraph 2, section 2, Article II, 
the President ‘‘ shall have power, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate,” to appoint officers of the Confederate States not other- 
wise provided for, ‘‘ but the Congress may, by law, vest the appoint- 
ment of such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the President 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments.” 

In the bill under consideration it is declared that ‘‘it shall be com- 
petent to the commanding general in the field, or the Secretary of — 
War, to order the promotions to be made of the officers next in 

} grade,” &e. S 

This seems to me to confer a power of appointment on commanding 
generals not warranted by the Constitution. : 

It may be further remarked that the power conferred upon the Sec- 
retary of War will be ineffectual except in the case where the officer 
next in rank is qualified to fill the temporary vacancy, a case In which 

- the power would be least necessary in order to provide for the time 


| etent commander. 
eee JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RicHMOND, VA., March 11, 1868. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 
I have received a copy of your resolution of the 6th instant, as 


follows: 


lwed, That the President be respectfully requested to inform the Senate 
Me he. ig gives to aides-de-camp to general officers above the grade of 
brigadier-general the rank of first leutenant in his nominations made to the 


Senate. 


* Not found.. 


4 - P : ie “a 2 > 
In response I herewit nsinit fo r int 
_ tion* from Secretary of War upon the same subject i 
resolution of the House of Representatives of Novemb 
follows: = Nene = 
d, That the President be respectfully requested to i form t is 
ae appointments have been made under the act entitled “An act : 
provide and organize a general staff for the armies in the field to serve during — 
the war,” approved June 14, 1864, and if not, why have not such appointments _ 


been made in pursuance of said act. ; 


The anticipation of amendatory legislation, as set forth in the- 
annexed report, together with the discretionary power vested in the 
Executive by the seventh section of the act referred to, has caused | 
me for the time being not to make appointments under said act. , 

In the case of aides-de-camp it has been the -practice, because of 
their personal and confidential relations to their chief, to appoint 
upon his nomination. To this practice there seems to be no para- 
mount objection, while the rank of such officers is of the subaltern 
grade; but if they have high rank, for many and obvious considera- — 
tions their selection cannot be controlled by the personal preferences 
of the general with whom they are to serve. But the suggested 
change in the mode of selection would impair the confidential relation 
which an aide should have to his chief, and be an unwelcome task to 
the appointing power. ‘ 

- The nominations of aides-de-camp have for the above reasons been 
continued as heretofore, though the legislative amendment expected 
had not been made. 

JEFFERSON DAVIS. | 


: 


RICHMOND, VA., March 11, 1868. 
THE SENATE OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA: 


The act entitled ‘‘An act to abolish the office of certain quartermas- 
ters and assistant quartermasters, commissaries and assistant com- 
missaries, and to provide for the appointment of bonded agents in 
said departments,” which originated in your honorable body, is here- 
with returned without my approval, and with a statement of the 
objections which have prevented my signing it. 

The act abolishes the office of all quartermasters, assistant quar- 
termasters, commissaries and assistant commissaries at posts and 
depots, and of those engaged in purchasing and impressing supplies, 
except such as are above the age of forty-five years, or have been dis- 
abled in service or declared unfit for duty in the field. It requires - 
those officers to be dropped from service (one-fourth in two months, 
one-fourth in four months, one-fourth in six months, and one-fourth 
within two years), and directs that their places be supplied by bonded 
agents, who are to be persons above the age of forty-five years or 
disabled in service, or unfit for duty in the field; and it revokes all 
details and repeals all authority to grant details of persons between 
the ages of eighteen and forty-five years for duty in the Quartermas- 
ter’s and Commissary Departments, except skilled artisans and 
mechanics permanently employed, or persons disabled or unfit for 
duty in the field. 

The object plainly intended by this act is one which meets my 
hearty concurrence and approval. Its obvious purpose is {o~ 


*See p. 836. 


placing in the ranks persons fit for act 
laces can be supplied by others unable to dod 
1. On reference of the subject, however, to the Secretary of 

it has been found that this act could not be executed without 
usly impairing our ability to supply the armies in the field dur- _ 


; the approaching campaign, and that its operation would be to 
drop officers who have been carefully selected by reason of their _ 
superior capacity and qualifications, while retaining others of inferior — 
~ merit and value. 
a? The difficulty of furnishing supplies to the Army, owing to embar- 
rassments in transportation, is greater now than it has been at any 
previous period of the war. This difficulty has prompted the selec- 
tion for that duty of the best and most active and competent officers 
in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments, and such 
officers have within the last six months been in many instances with- 
drawn from the armies where their services were less important, and 
assigned to duty in purchasing, collecting, and forwarding supplies. 
This fact was, I feel confident, not known to Congress when the act _ 
{ was passed; and it could not have been intended to drop from service 
a officers of special merit and retain others of inferior value. I am also 
satisfied, from the report made to me by the Secretary of War, that 
‘the number of officers who would be dropped under the provisions of 
; this law is far less than is supposed; that their value as soldiers in 
; the ranks would in no manner compensate for the loss of their serv- 
ices in their present position. The total number of post and pur- 
chasing commissaries in the States east of the Mississippi River is 
but. 212, of whom many are either over forty-five years of age, or 
otherwise exempt from the Operations of the proposed law. The total 
number of quartermasters collecting taxes in kind is 96, and on post 
duty 223, including officers in charge of manufactories of clothing, 
shoes, harness, wagons, ambulances, &c. A number of them are 
over forty-five years of age, others would not be embraced by the 
terms of the act, others still have special qualifications for the super- 
intendence of the important manufactures confided to their care. 
Taken altogether, it is doubted whether the officers who would be 
dropped under the provisions of the bill would exceed 200 in number, 
of whom 50 would go into the ranks in two months, 50 in four 
months, and 50 more in six months. This scarcely appreciable addi- 
tion to the force in the field would be dearly bought at the sacrifice 
of efficiency in the two branches of service on which the very exist- 
ence of the Army depends. The terms of the act exempt from its 
“operation those now on duty in the field, so that if it becomes a law 
it would not even be possible to avert the loss of the best officers by 
returning them to duty in the field, and dropping others of inferior 
merit. The Secretary of War is left without discretion or choice in 
natter. é ; 
Dthe heads of the two branches of service affected by this act 
apprehend great embarrassment to their respective departments if it 
becomes a law. The machinery now organized would be impaired in 
its workings everywhere, and in some instances positively interrupted 
just at the opening of the most important campaign. Valuable and 
experienced officers would be withdrawn from service. Chief com- 
missaries long accustomed to control operations In an entire State, 
quartermasters thoroughly informed as to the resources of their 
respective fields of duty, would at short intervals be dropped, and 


the heads of a a 
duty in the aoe sae ay supplying 8 V 
inexperienced and untried successors. pr Srey =; 
: The representations made to me on the subjects embraced in 
act by those under whose immediate superintendence its provi 
- - would be executed, together with my own daily experience of th . 
difficulties attendant on the efficient discharge off the duties of these 
two indispensable branches of the service, have created apprehensio. 
of injurious effects from the passage of the act too serious to perm 


. it. . a 
Shee MRSS ee JEFFERSON DAVIS. — 


[Marcu 11, 1865.—For Strother to St. John, reporting the financial 
wants of the Subsistence Department, see Series.I, Vol. XLVI, Part 
II, p. 1302. | 


JOINT RESOLUTION providing for donations to the Treasury of the Confed- 
erate States. 


Whereas, many patriotic citizens have expressed their desire to 
contribute, by donations of money, jewels, gold and silver plate, and 
public securities, to the relief of the Treasury: Therefore, : 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to receive all such donations, and to publish in the daily papers a list 
of the donations received and the names of the donors. = 
_ SEc. 2. That when the said contributions shall consist of certificates 
of indebtedness, lawfully issued by disbursing officers of the Govern- 
ment, and the parties holding the same are willing to give a part, 
but unable to give the whole, it shall be lawful for the Secretary of 
the Treasury to receive the proportion offered, if not less than one 
moiety, and to return the other moiety in certificates of indebtedness 
receivable in payment of taxes. 

SEc. 3. To render the said public securities so donated available to 
the Treasury, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
redeem the same before maturity, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Approved March 13, 1865. 
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_EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Richmond, March 13, 1865. 
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA: 


Ihave now under consideration the act entitled ‘““An act to diminish 
the number of exemptions and details,” which has passed both Houses, 
and was presented to me on Saturday, the 1ith instant. 

The act contains two provisions which would in practice so impair 
the efficiency of the service as to counterbalance if not outweigh the 
advantages that would result from the other clauses contained in it. 

The third section exempts all skilled artisans and mechanies in the 
employment of the Government from all military service. A very 


yo : ee a : ' m 
it and indeed indispensable portion of our local defense troo 
msists of these mechanics and artisans. They amount to many 
ousands.in the Confederacy, and while they are and should rem 
empt from general service, no good cause is perceived why they 
should not, like all other citizens capable of bearing arms, be organ- 
ized for local defense and be ready to defend the localities in which 
they are respectively employed against sudden raids and incursions. — 
If exempt from this local service, it will be necessary to detach in 
many cases troops from the armies in the field to guard the towns and 
workshops where they are employed. It is believed that if this — 
provision become a law, the gain of strength resulting from the __ 
_ repeal of other exemptions enacted by the first section of the law 
would be more than counterbalanced by the loss of this local force. << 
The second provision to which I refer is that which revokes all 
details and exemptions heretofore granted by the President and 
Secretary of War, and prohibits the grant of such exemptions and 
_ detailshereafter. There is little hazard in saying that such a provision 
could not be executed without so disorganizing the public service as 
to produce very injurious results. In every department of the Govern- 
am ment, in every branch of the service throughout the country, there 
are duties to be performed which cannot be discharged except by men 
instructed and trained in their performance. Long experience makes 
them experts. Their services become in their peculiar sphere of duty 
worth to the country greatly more than any they could possibly render 
in the field. Some of these it would be impossible immediately to 
replace. The Treasury expert who detects a forged note at a glance; 
the accounting officer whose long experience makes him a living reposi- 
tory of the rules and precedents which guard the Treasury from frauds; 
the superintendent of the manufacturing establishments of the Govern- 
ment which supply shoes, harness, wagous, ambulances, &C., for the 
Army; the employés who have been specially trained in the distribu- 
tion and subdivision of mail matter among the various routes by 
which it is to reach its destination, are among the instances that are 
afforded by the daily experience of executive officers. To withdraw 
from the public service at once and without any means of replacing 
them, the very limited number of experts, believed to be less than 
100, who are affected by the bill, is to throw the whole machinery of 
Government into confusion and disorder, at a period when none who 
are not engaged in executive duties can have an adequate idea of the 
difficulties by which they are already embarrassed. 
The desire of the Executive and the Secretary of War to obtain for 
the Army the services of every man available for the public defense 
can hardly be doubted, and Congress may be assured that nothing but. 
imperative public necessity could induce the exercise of any discretion 
vested in them to retain men out of the Army. But no Government 
can be administered without vesting some discretion in Executive 
officers in the application of general rules to classes of the population. 
Individual exceptions exist to all such rules, in the very nature of 
things, and these exceptions cannot be provided for by legislation in _ 
ay a ea hope that Congress will pass an amendment to the act 
now under consideration, in accordance with the foregoing recom- 
mendations, so that I may be able by signing both oe oe ee amend- 
ment to secure unimpaired benefit from the Diners. Lge a Nee 


2 rea ne 


‘THe SENATE AND House or REPRESE 

ATE STATES: ape 
T have returned with my approval an act entitled ‘‘An act to regu- : 
late the business of conscription.” There is, however, one section of — 
jury to the service unless 


the act which seems to me to threaten inj 
essentially modified. ; > a 

The eighth section provides that there shall be in each Congressional — 
district ‘‘a medical board composed of three surgeons who, after due — 
notice of the time and place of their meeting, shall visit each county — 
of their district at least once in three months, and shall examine for 
discharge or recommendation for light duty all conscripts who have 
been furloughed under the provisions of the preceding section. Every 
discharge granted by said Medical Board shall*be final and shall 
relieve the party from all military service in the future when the dis- _ 
ability is permanent and the cause of it is set forth in the certificate.” _ 

It is greatly to be feared that under the terms of this section con- 
siderable numbers of men will be finally discharged from military 
service while competent to aid in the defense of their country. The | 
terms of the law do not require that the disability shall be total, as 
well as permanent, in order to entitle the soldier to be discharged. 
The loss of a limb, or stiffness of a joint, or even the loss of the dex- 
ter forefinger, lameness, near-sightedness, partial deafness are in- 
stances of disability, permanent but not total, and which may well ~ 
exist without rendering the individual incompetent to perform valu- — 
able service in posts, garrisons, or even in active operations. ae 

The number of surgeons required for the duty imposed by this sec- 
tion would be about 150 in addition to the local physicians. We have 
no medical officers to spare from attendance upon the troops and in 
hospitals, so that it would be necessary to appoint this number of 
new officers who would generally be drawn from men in active sery- 
ice in the field. After the first visit to the different counties these 
officers would have so little to do as to be practically supernumeraries 
supported by the Government at great cost, and with the loss of their 
services in the field. Of the three surgeons who are to compose the 
Board only two are to be public officers, so that any resident physi- 
cian of a county in connection with a single army surgeon would have 
power by action, from which there is no appeal, to discharge per- 
manently from service any inhabitant of the county in which he 
practices his profession. When we consider the strong opposition 
manifested in many districts of country to the system of conscription, 
-and the many influences which are resorted to by those who seek to 
escape service, there is much cause to fear that the effect of these 
provisions will be to deplete our reduced forces to a serious extent, 
and I hope it will be the pleasure of Congress to repeal this section or 
materially to modify its provisions. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 13, 1865. 
THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA: 
When informed on Thursday last that it was the intention of Con- 
gress to adjourn sine die on the ensuing Saturday, I deemed it my 


a 

m9) i 
1 st a postpone 
it submit for your consi 


Ww h are now laid before 


Our country is now environed with perils which it is our duty — 
calmly to contemplate. Thus alone can the measures necessary to 
avert threatened calamities be wisely devised and efficiently enforced. 

Recent military operations of the enemy have been successful in 
the capture of some of our sea-ports, in interrupting some of our lines 
of communication, and in devastating large districts of our country. 
These events have had the natural effect of encouraging our foes and 
dispiriting many of our people. The Capital of the Confederate 
States is now threatened, and is in greater danger than it has hereto- 

fore been during the war. The fact is stated without reserve or con- 
cealment, as due to the people whose servants we are, and in whose 
courage and constancy entire trust is reposed; as due to you in whose 
wisdom and resolute spirit the people have confided for the adoption 
of the measures required to guard them from threatened perils. 

While stating to you that our country is in danger, I desire also 
to state my deliberate conviction that it is within our power to avert 
the calamities which menace us, and to secure the triumph of the 
sacred cause for which so much sacrifice has been made, so much suf- 
fering endured, so many precious lives been lost. This result is to 
be obtained by fortitude, by courage, by constancy in enduring the 
sacrifices still needed; in a word, by the prompt and resolute devotion 
of the whole resources of men and money in the Confederacy to the 
achievement of our liberties and independence. The measures now 
required, to be successful, should be prompt. Long deliberation and 
protracted debate over important measures are not only natural, but 
laudable in representative assemblies under ordinary circumstances; 
but in moments of danger, when action becomes urgent, the delay 
thus caused is itself a new source of peril. Thus it has unfortunately 
happened that some of the measures passed by you in pursuance of 
the recommendations contained in my message of November last have 
been so retarded as to lose much of their value, or have, for the same 
reason, been abandoned after being matured, because no longer 
applicable to our altered condition, and others have not been brought 
under examination. In making these remarks it is far from my inten- 
tion to attribute the loss of time to any other cause than those inher- 
ent in deliberative assemblies, but only urgently to recommend 
prompt action upon the measures now submitted. 

We need, for carrying on the war successfully, men and supplies 
for the Army. We have both within our country sufficient to obtain 
success. “ To obtain the supplies it is necessary to protect productive 
districts and guard our lines of communication by an increase In the 
number of our forces; and hence it results, that with a large augmen- 
tation in the number of men in the Army, the facility of supplying 
the troops would be greater than with our present reduced strength. 
For the purchase of the supplies now required, especially for the 
armies in Virginia and North Carolina, the Treasury must be pro- 
vided with means, and a modification in the impressment law is 


required. It has been ascert: : 
within our reach a sufficiency of what is most needed for . 
without having recourse to the ample provision existing In those 
of the Confederacy with which our communication has been partia. 
interrupted by hostile operations. But in some districts from whi eg 
supplies are to be drawn, the inhabitants, being either within the — 
enemy’s lines or in very close proximity, are unable to make use of © 
Confederate Treasury notes for the purchase of articles of prime | 
necessity, and it is necessary that to some extent coin be paid in — 
order to obtain supplies. It is therefore recommended that Con-— 
gress devise the means for making available the coin within the Con- 
federacy for the purpose of supplying the Army. The officers of the 
supply departments report that with $2,000,000 in coin the armies 
in Virginia and North Carolina can be amply supplied for the 
remainder of the year, and the knowledge of this fact should suffice 
to insure the adoption of the measures necessary to obtain this mod- 
erate sum. : 3 
The impressment law as it now exists prohibits the public officers. 

from impressing supplies without making payment of the valuation at 
the time of impressment. The limit fixed for the issue of Treasury 
notes has been nearly reached, and the Treasury cannot always fur- 
nish the funds necessary for prompt payment; while the law for rais- 
ing revenue, which would have afforded means for diminishing, if 
not removing this difficulty, was unfortunately delayed for several 
months, and has just been signed. In this condition of thingsitis — 
impossible to supply the Army, although ample stores may existin — 
the country, whenever the owners refuse to give credit to the public 
officer. It is necessary that this restriction on the power of impress- 
ment be removed. The power is admitted to be objectionable, liable 

to abuse, and unequal in its operations on individuals; yet all these 
objections must yield to absolute necessity. It is also suggested that 

the system of valuation now established ought to be radically changed. 
The legislation requires in such cases of impressment that the market 
price be paid, but there is really no market price in many cases, and 

the valuation is made arbitrarily and in a depreciated currency. The 
result is that the most extravagant prices are fixed, such as no one 
expects ever to be paid in coin. None believe that the Government 
can ever redeem in coin the obligation to pay $50 a bushel for corn, 

or $700 a barrel for flour. It would seem to be more just and appropri- — 
ate to estimate the supplies impressed at their value in coin, to give 

the obligation of the Government for the payment of the price in coin 
with reasonable interest; or, at the option of the creditor, to return in 
kind the wheat or corn impressed, with a reasonable interest also 
payable in kind, and to make the obligations thus issued receivable 

for all payments due in coin to the Government. Whatever be the 
value attached by Congress to these suggestions, it is hoped that 
there will be no hesitation in so changing the law as to render it pos- 
sible to supply the Army in case of necessity for the impressment of 
provisions for that purpose. 

The measure adopted to raise revenue, though liberal in its pro- 
visions, being clearly inadequate to meet the arrear of debt and the 
current expenditure, some degree of embarrassment in the manage- 
ment of the finances must continue to be felt. It is to be regretted, I 
think, that the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury of a 
tax on agricultural income equal to the augmented tax on other 
incomes, payable in Treasury notes, was rejected by Congress. This 


‘ially to facilitate the purchase 
sity that is now'felt for a supply 
The measures passed by Congress during the session for recruiting 
Army and supplying the additional force needed for the publie 
nse have been, in my judgment, insufficient, and I am impelled 
; a profound conviction of duty and stimulated by a sense of the 
_ perils which surround our country, to urge upon you additional legis- 
ion on this subject. 
The bill for employing negroes as soldiers has not yet reached me, 
_ though the printed journals of your proceedings inform me of its — 
passage. Much benefit is anticipated from this measure, though far 
_+ less than would have resulted from its adoption at an earlier date so 
as to afford time for their organization and instruction during the 
winter months. ; 
j 


rr 


The bill for diminishing the number of exempts has just been 
made the subject of a special message, and its provisions are such as 
would add no strength to the Army. The recommendation to abolish 
all class exemptions has not met your favor, although still deemed by 
me a valuable and important measure; and the number of men 
exempted by a new clause in the act just passed is believed to be 
_ quite equal to that of those whose exemption is revoked. A law of a 
few lines repealing all class exemptions would not only strengthen 
the forees in the field, but be still more beneficial by abating the 
natural discontent and jealousy created in the Army by the exist- 
ence of classes privileged by law to remain in places of safety while 
their fellow-citizens are exposed in the trenches and the field. 

The measure most needed, however, at the present time for afford- 
ing an effective increase to our military strength is a general militia 
law, such as the Constitution authorizes Congress to pass, by granting 
to it power ‘‘to provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the 
militia, and for governing such part of them as may be employed in. 
the service of the Confederate States,” and the further power ‘‘ to pro- 
vide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Confed- 
erate States, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions.” The neces- 
sity for the exercise of this power can never exist if not in the cir- 
‘cumstances which now surround us. 

The security of the States against any encroachment by the Con- 
federate Government is amply provided by the Constitution by 
‘‘reserving to the States, respectively, the appointment of the officers, 
and the authority of training the militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress.” 

A law is needed to prescribe not only how and of what persons the 
militia are to be organized, but to provide the mode of calling them 
out. If instances be required to show the necessity for such general 
law, it is sufficient to mention that in one case I have been informed 
by the Governor of a State that the law does not permit him to eall 
the militia from one county for service in another, so that a single 
brigade of the enemy could traverse the State and devastate each 
county in turn without any power on the part of the Executive to use 
the militia for effective defense; while in another State the Executive 
refused to allow the militia ‘‘to be employed in the service of the 
Confederate States” in the absence of a law for that purpose. 

I have heretofore, in a confidential message to the two Houses, 
stated the facts which induced me to consider it necessary that the 
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viction of the necessity of this measure has become 
events of the struggle have been developed. Congress has no 20 
curred with me in opinion. It is my duty to say that the time | 
arrived when the suspension of the writ is not simply advisable 


privilege of the writ 0 


expedient, but almost indispensable to the successful conduct of the © 


war. On Congress must rest the responsibility of declining to exercise - 


a power conferred by the Constitution as a means of public safety, to 
be used in periods of national peril resulting from foreign invasion. 


If our present circumstances are not such as were contemplated when — 
this power was conferred, I confess myself at a loss to-imagine any _ 


contingency in which this clause of the Constitution will not remain 
a dead letter. 

With the prompt adoption of the measures aboye recommended, and 
the united and hearty co-operation of Congress and the people in the 
execution of the laws and the defense of the country, we may enter 
upon the present campaign with cheerful confidence in the result. 


And who can doubt the continued existence of that spirit and forti- 


tude in the people, and of that constancy under reverses which alone 
are needed to render our triumph secure? What other resource 
remains available but the undying, unconquerable resolve to be free? 


It has become certain beyond all doubt or question that we must con- | 


tinue this struggle to a successful issue or must make abject and 
unconditional submission to such terms as it shall please the con- 
queror to impose on us after our surrender. If a possible doubt could 
exist after the conference between our Commissioners and Mr. Lincoln, 
as recently reported to you, it would be dispelled by a recent occur- 
rence of which it is proper that you should be informed. 

Congress will remember that in the conference above referred to our 
Commissioners were informed that the Government of the United 
States would not enter into any agreement or treaty whatever with 
the Confederate States, nor with any single State; that the only pos- 
sible mode of obtaining peace was by laying down our arms, disband- 
ing our forces, and yielding unconditional obedience to the laws of 
the United States, including those passed for the confiscation of our 
property, and the constitutional amendment for the abolition of 


slavery. It will be further remembered that Mr. Lincoln declared 


that the only terms on which hostilities could cease were those stated 
in his message of December last, in which we were informed that in 
the event of our penitent submission he would temper justice with 
merey, and that the question whether we would be governed as 
dependent territories or permitted to have a representation in their 
Congress was one on which he could promise nothing, but which would 
be decided by their Congress after our submission had been accepted. 

It has not, however, been hitherto stated to you that in the eourse 
of the conference at Fortress Monroe a suggestion was made by one 
of our Commissioners that the objection entertained by Mr. Lincoln 
to treating with the Government of the Confederacy, or with any 
separate State, might be avoided by substituting for the usual mode 
of negotiating through commissioners or other diplomatic agents the 
method sometimes employed of a military convention to be entered 
into by the commanding generals of the armies of the two belligerents. 
This he admitted was a power possessed by him, though it was not 
thought commensurate with all the questions involved. As he did 
not accept the suggestion when made, he was afterward requested to 
reconsider his conclusion upon the subject of a suspension of hostili- 
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said that he had maturely 


e agreed , but 
mand had determined that it could not be done. § 
y, however, an interview with General Longstreet was a ly 
x by General Ord, commanding the enemy’s Army of the James, 
‘ing which General Longstreet was informed by him that therewas 
a possibility of arriving at a satisfactory adjustment of the present — 
unhappy difficulties by means of a military convention, and thatif Gen- 
_ eral Lee desired an interview on the subject it would not be declined, | 
__-provided General Lee had authority to act. Thiscommunication was 
_ supposed to be the consequence of the suggestion above referred to, 
and General Lee, according to instructions, wrote to General Grant 
on the 2d of this month proposing to meet him for conference on the 
subject, and stating that he was vested with the requisite authority. 
General Grant’s reply stated that he had no authority to accede to the 
proposed conference; that his power extended only to making a con- 
vention on subjects purely of a military character, and that General 
Ord could only have meant that an interview would not be refused 
on any subject on which he (General Grant) had the right to act.* It 
thus appears that neither with the Confederate authorities nor the 
authorities of any State, nor through the commanding generals, will 
the Government of the United States treat or make any terms or 
= agreement whatever for the cessation of hostilities. There remains, 
ail then, for us no choice but to continue the contest to a final issue, for 
the people of the Confederacy can be ‘but little known to him who 
supposes it possible they would ever consent to purchase at the cost 
of degradation and slavery permission to live in a country garrisoned 
by their own negroes and governed by officers sent by the conqueror 
, to rule over them. im 
Having thus fully placed before you the information requisite to 
ie enable you to judge of the state of the country, the dangers to which 
; we are exposed, and the measures of legislation needed for averting 
them, it remains for me but to invoke your attention to the consid- 
eration vf those means by which, above all others, we may hope to 
escape the calamities that would result from our failure. Prominent 
above all others is the necessity for earnest and cordial Co-operation 
between all departments of government, State and Confederate, and 
all eminent citizens throughout the Confederacy. To you especially, 
as Senators and Representatives, do the people look for encourage- 
ment and counsel. To your action, not only in legislative halls, but 
in your homes, will their eyes be turned for the example of what is 
befitting men who, by willing sacrifices on the altar of freedom, show 
that they are worthy to enjoy its blessings. I feel full confidence that 
you will concur with me in the conviction that your public duties will : 
not be ended when you shall have closed the legislative labors of the 
session, but that your voice will be heard cheering and encouraging 
the people to that persistent fortitude which they have hitherto dis- 
played, and animating them by the manifestation of that serene confi- 
dence which in moments of public danger is the distinctive character- 
istic of the patriot who derives courage from his devotion to his 
country’s destiny and is thus enabled to inspire the like courage in 
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*For the correspondence between Grant and Lee, see Series I, Vol. XLVi, 
Part II, pp. 824, 820. : 


-reverently invoke the b g of our H 
protected and guided our sires when struggling 
-_He will enable us to guard safely our altars and our 
- maintain inviolate the political rights which we inherited. — 
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RicumonD, VA., March 13, 1865. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: Eeese aoe 
Herewith I transmit a letter from the Secretary of War, covering — 
several communications frm officers of the Army in reference to the — 
present condition of the country as connected with military defense, — 
and especially with the matter of supplies for the Army. They will — 
serve to elucidate the message this day transmitted to you. The last — 
in the order of time of those communications was received after my _ 
message was transmitted, and refers to a contingency which, if it — 
should occur, must seriously affect the opinions which I then expressed. 


J invite your special attention to the papers submitted. 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


[Inclosure.] e . . 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, March 13, 1865. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of the Confederate States: 


Sir: I have the honor to submit copies of the following papers: 

First. A letter addressed by me to General R. E. Lee, dated the. 
[8th] instant.* 

Second. The answer of General Lee, dated the [9th] instant.* 

Third. Communications from the Quartermaster-General, the Com- 
missary-General, the chief of the Ordnance Bureau, and the chief 
of the Niter and Mining Bureau, in answer to a circular from me 
inviting their attention to those points in General Lee’s letter which 
connect themselves with the respective departments of these officers. + 

Fourth. A communication which I addressed to you on the [18th] 
ultimo { in regard to the wants of the War Department, and which was 
at that time transmitted by you to the Congress. The letter of Gen- 
eral Lee gives his view (in which I concur) of the military situation, 
while the other papers sufficiently indicate the necessity of immediate 
action upon the subjects to which they relate. 

The whole is submitted for such disposition as you may deem 
advisable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, : 
Secretary of War. 


*See Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, pp. 1292, 1295. 

{ These communications not found as inclosures, excepting an incomplete letter 
from the Subsistence Bureau, following. In this connection see also French, 
Williams, and Claiborne, to St. John, March 10, 1865, Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part 
II, pp. 1297, 1298, and St. John to Breckinridge, March 13, 1865, Series I, Vol. LI 
Part II, p. 1067. : : 

{See Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part II, p. 1289. 
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TE STATES OF AMERICA, SUBSISTENCE BUREAU, = 
oer Richmond, March 10, 1865, _ 

L. rc: BRECKINRIDGE, 

-:.* Secretary of War: 


« 


s Str: In reply to your communication of this date, calling attention 
a ‘ points in the letter of the General-in-Chief, I have the honor to 
‘state: é -s 


First. As to the existence of commissary supplies in the country, I 
express the general opinion that a sufficient surplus remains within 
the Confederate lines in Virginia, North Carolina, upper South Caro- | 
lina, and East Tennessee to subsist the Confederate forces operating 
therein until the next crop can be made available. This opinion is 
based upon a careful review of the Bureau information up to the 20th 
ultimo, and after personal conference with leading farmers, millers, 
and men of business. It assumes that four months’ supply will be 


retained for local wants, and does not include the small and very 


uncertain supplies which may be wagoned over from Georgia. 


Second. As to the collection of these supplies I express the further 


opinion that with adequate military protection in the more exposed 
localities, and with a prompt supply of suitable funds, the officers 
and agents of this service can keep the depot full in anticipation of 


_all arrangements of the Quartermaster’s Department to remove and 


forward. In the present condition of the country great effort will be 
required, but with funds it can be done. To aid the Government 
officers a very active popular movement has been initiated and pressed 
by the Bureau, but it must. be regarded as simply auxiliary and not 
to be relied upon as a permanent source of supply. 

Prompt payment in funds that will be received without compulsion 
are considered indispensable in arranging a certain supply for the 
future; without this all efforts will be paralyzed. The commissary. 
debt now exceeds $70,000,000. 

Third. As to transportation of these supplies, in the Southwest and 
in North Carolina the forces can be subsisted from local resources 
and with the ordinary army transportation, but the Army of Northern. 
Virginia must be supplied by distant railroad transportation; and at 
least to Abingdon, Va., and to Goldsborough and Charlotte, N. C., 
120 tons of commissary supplies daily 

[ Incomplete. | 


[Marcu 13, 1865.—For Davis to Lee, relating to the signing of the 
bill for putting negroes into the Army, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 
Part II, p. 1308. ] 


Macon, March: 18, 1865, 
Governor JOSEPH E. BROWN: 

Detailed agriculturists are now ordered into Confederate service in 
the field. Will those whom you called and who went into the militia 
be compelled to report for duty in Confederate service, or will you 
claim them still in the militia? Answer immediately by telegraph. 

JT. R. STEWART, 
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Milledgeville, Ga., M 3, 
All persons belonging to Major-General Smith’s division are 
actual military service of the State. No one of them, whet. 
detailed agriculturists or not, will obey any order from a Confeder 
officer, unless so directed by General Smith, when he is under orders — 
from me to report to a Confederate general. The State took the 
detailed agriculturists into her military service ata time when, accord- 
ing to the decision of the supreme court, they were not in the military 
service of the Confederacy, and the Confederate officers can take no 
control over them without the consent of the State till they are dis- — 
banded by the State. They are now only on furlough. 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. | — 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
: Richmond,. March 14, 1865. 
The Honorable the COURTS OF THE COUNTIES, CITIES, &C., NAMED IN — 
THE ANNEXED SCHEDULE: 


GENTLEMEN: In compliance with the requisition from the Presi- 
dent of the Confederate States, under the law recently enacted by the 
General Assembly (a copy of which is herewith accompanying), I, 
William Smith, Governor of Virginia; as required by said act, do — 
hereby call upon the courts of the counties, cities, and towns in the — 
annexed schedule for 10 per centum of the slaves therein, between 
the ages of éighteen and fifty-five years, capable of ordinary labor. 

Instructions.—It is the duty of the court to ascertain the number of 
slaves within the prescribed ages within their respective jurisdictions. 
This duty comprehends all slaves, however employed, not embraced 
in former requisitions by the Governor. It includes all slaves hired 
by the Confederate Government or any of its agents. 

Slaves impressed or allotted under this requisition may be detailed 
by Confederate authority, but when so detailed they cannot be 
replaced by a new impressment. 

The courts must include among those from whom the allotment is 
to be made all the capable slaves between the before-mentioned ages 
within their jurisdictions, whether owned or hired, except the slaves 
of parties owning or hiring but one slave each. 

No county exempt.—All counties, &¢., whether ravaged by the 
enemy or stripped of their slave labor, to whatever extent, are bound 
to furnish the required per centum of what is left, except in such 
counties, &c., as may have lost two-thirds of their slaves; in which 
case no person in such counties, unless he have more than two such 
slaves, is liable to allotment. 

Exemptions.—The Governor is intrusted with the power to exempt 
in cases in which the law cannot or ought not to be enforced; in cases 
in which the slave-owner, from sickness or other calamity, has but 
one slave liable to draft. He cannot exempt in any other cases. 

Slaves not subject to draft.—Where a soldier in service, or a widow 
having a son, or whose husband has died therein, has but one slave, 
either owned or hired. 

The allotment.—All persons required by the court to furnish negroes 
under this requisition failing to deliver them at the.time and place 
designated will incur a fine of not less than $3 nor more than $10 for 
each negro and for every day for which he may be withheld. This 
penalty will be rigidly exacted. 
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the sheriff, &c., may be seized by 1 
or such other agency as the Confed 
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ir may provide. — 
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+ less than $500 nor more than $2,000. 

Clerks, justices of the peace, or sheriffs failing or refusing to per- 
rm the duties imposed by this act are guilty of malfeasance in office, 
upon conviction thereof in the circuit court their offices are 
sclared vacant. 

Owners of slaves will observe that for their slaves they will be 


l.attendance; that they are entitled to an overseer of their own 
_ selection; that they can furnish their slaves rations, which can be 
commuted, and that their overseers will be allowed to issue them. 
I regret to have to inform the counties that many of them have 
_ wholly neglected to respond to the former requisition, and that the 
new act has been passed to prevent in future such delinquency. I 
need not say that it will be rigidly enforced. Nothing but the stern- 
est necessity has induced the present call. The officer conducting 
this branch of the service says: ’ 
__ In consideration of the urgent need for labor on the defenses in the vicinity of 
Richmond and Petersburg, as set forth in the letter of Brigadier-General Stevens, 
chief engineer of the Army of Northern Virginia, written by direction of Gen- 
eral Lee, I respectfully call the attention of His Excellency the Governor of Vir- 
ginia to the modified act of Assembly of March 5, 1865. Every day that is lost 
may involve most serious consequences to our country. The negroes should be 
delivered to Captain Snead, adjutant to General W. H. Stevens, chief engineer, 
corner of Franklin and Nineteenth streets, city of Richmond. 

I earnestly hope prompt and immediate response to this call will be 
made, involving, as it does, the safety of the capital of our State, and, 
it may be, of the institution of slavery itself. 

Respectfully, &c., 
if WILLIAM SMITH. 


—— 


_~ The following are the counties, cities, &c., called on for their quotas 
of 10 per cent. of slaves: 

Albemarle, Alleghany, Amelia, Amherst, Appomattox, Augusta, 
Bath, Bedford, Botetourt, Brunswick, Buchanan, Buckingham, Camp- 
bell, Caroline, Charlotte, Chesterfield, Craig, Cumberland, Danville, 
Dinwiddie, Floyd, Fluvanna, Franklin, Giles, Goochland, Grayson, 
Greenbrier, Greene, Halifax, Hanover, Henrico, Henry, Highland, 
King and Queen, King William, Lee, Louisa, Lunenburg, Madison, 
Mecklenburg, Mercer, Monroe, Montgomery, Nelson, Nottoway, 
Orange, Patrick, Petersburg, Pittsylvania, Powhatan, Prince Edward, 
Rappahannock, Richmond City, Roanoke, Rockbridge, Russell, Scott, 
Smyth, Spotsylvania, Surry, Sussex, Tazewell, Washington. 


[Inclosure. ] 


AN ACT prescribing the mode of apportioning slaves to work on fortifications 
and other public works, and regulating the impressment of slaves therefor by 
the Confederate Government, passed March 4, 1865. 


1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That it shall be the duty 
of the Governor, and he is hereby authorized and required, whenever 
thereto requested by the President of the Confederate States, to call 
into the service of the Confederate States, for labor on fortifications 
and other works for the public defense within this State, from time to 


lties.—The sheriff, for neglect of duty, is liable to a penalty of - 


tled to $60 per month each, soldiers’ rations, medicines, and med- — 
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time, for a period not exceeding sixty days, a number of ma 
between the ages of eighteen and fifty-five years, not exceeding 
thousand at any one time, and not exceeding in any county or corpora- 
tion one-fifth of the number of male slaves therein between the ages | 
aforesaid, to be apportioned by the Governor. In making said appor- 
tionment it shall not be necessary to ascertain the number of slaves in — 
each county or corporation liable to requisition; but the Governor, 
with the limitation hereinbefore specified, may require all the counties 
and corporations to furnish a like proportion of their slaves between | 
the ages specified. Such requisition shall be apportioned ratably 
among all the owners or possessors of slaves in the several counties — 
and corporations so as to charge each owner or possessor with the 
same proportion of his male slaves, between the ages specified, capa- 
ble of performing ordinary labor, to be judged of by the court, which 
may be demanded from his county or corporation. The sum of sixty 
dollars per month for each slave shall be paid by the Confederate — 
States to the person entitled to his services, and soldiers’ rations, — 
medicines and medical attendance furnished; and the valugof all 
such slaves as may, without the default of the owner, die during their 
term of service, or thereafter, from injuries received or diseases con- 
tracted in such service, or not be returned to the owners, shall be paid 
by the Confederate States to the owners of such slaves. If such slaves 
shall be injured while in such service, full compensation therefor 
shall be made to the owners; and in all cases the burden of proof shail 
be on the authorities of the Confederate States to discharge the lat- 
ter from liability to the former. Hired slaves shall be regarded as the 
slaves of their temporary owners in apportioning for the purposes of 
this act, but when such slaves shall be held by persons owning other 
slaves it shall not be lawful for the temporary owner to select one or 
more of the hired slaves to be sent to the public works; but in every 
such case the slave or slaves to be sent shall be ascertained by lot, in 
which each of said slaves, as well those owned as hired, shall be drawn 
‘for by the court: Provided, That the Governor shall exempt from the 
operation of this act any county or corporation, or any part thereof, 
in which he may be satisfied the law cannot be enforced, or in which, 
by reason of losses by the public enemy, or of contiguity to the ene- 
my’s lines, it ought not, in his judgment, to be enforced; of which he 
shall judge upon the affidavits of the commissioner of the revenue, 
the clerk and presiding justice of the county or corporation court, and — 
such other evidence or information as may be laid before him; and, 
in cases where, by reason of sickness or by other calamity, a slave- 
holder shall have but one male slave liable to the provisions of this 
act, it shall be competent for the Governor to exempt said slave-holder 
from the impressment or draft: Provided further, That 1m no case 
where any person shall own or have hired but one slave liable to the 
provisions of this act, shall said slave be impressed, or drafted, or 
counted, in ascertaining the quota of a county or corporation: Pro- 
vided further, That whenever it shall be certified to the Governor by 
the county court of any county that two-thirds of the male slaves 
described in this act in such county have been removed from said 
county by escape to the enemy, or other cause, the requisition pro- 
vided for in this act shall not be enforced in such county, except in 
the case of persons therein who are employing in their service more 
than two slaves of said description. 

2. Be wt further enacted, That so soon as the Governor shall deter- 
mine to make a requisition for slaves under this act he shall give 
notice thereof to the several counties and corporations on which the 


1ade, gk of t! e several — 
corporation courts copies of the requisition made on their 
e counties and corporations; and thereupon it shall be the 
ity of said clerks forthwith to issue a summons to all the acting jus- 
ices of their respective counties and corporations, requiring them to 
1eet at the court-houses of their counties and corporations on a day 
to be named in the summons, not later thanysix days from the filing 
he requisition, to carry the same into effect; which summons shall 
irected to and executed by the sheriff of the county or sergeant of 
the corporation, as the case may be. : 
3. It shall be the duty of the several county and corporation courts, 
after being duly convened, as aforesaid, and not less than five justices 
being present, to ascertain, by the assistance of the commissioners of 
the revenue of their respective counties and corporations, or otherwise, 
the entire number of male slaves therein between the ages specified, 
subject to requisition under this act; and after ascertaining the same 
to apportion the requisition aforesaid, without delay, among all the 
holders of such slaves, so as to charge each slave-holder, as near as 
may be, with the same proportion of his male slaves between the ages 
of eighteen and fifty-five, capable of performing ordinary labor, as 
may be demanded from his county or corporation, throwing into 
classes, when necessary, the holders of but one or few slaves, and of 
fractions of slaves, and ascertaining by lot, or agreement between 
th parties, or otherwise, the slave or slaves to be sent to the public 
works from such classes, and giving, as far as practicable, relief to 
those upon whom the lot or draft may have fallen under any preced- 
ing requisition: Provided, That in no case of a soldier in the service, 
or a widow having a son therein, or whose husband has died in such 
service, owning or hiring but one male slave, shall such slave be 
subject to requisition under this act. But no slave-holder shall be 
~ . exempted by reason of having slaves in the employment of the State 
or Confederate Government. 
‘4. So soon as the apportionment aforesaid shall be made, it shall 
be the duty of the courts of the several counties and corporations to 
require each slave-holder to deliver, on a day and at a place appointed 
by the court, his quota of slaves to the sheriff or sergeant, as the case 
may be, to be delivered by such sheriff or sergeant to an agent or 
officer of the Confederate States in the city of Richmond, at the 
expense of the Confederate States. All slaves delivered by the holders 
on the day and at the place designated, as aforesaid, to be returned 
at the expiration of sixty days. Slaves not delivered in accordance 
with the order of the court shall be seized by the sheriff or sergeant, 
as the case may be, and delivered, at the expense of the owners, to 
the agent or officer of the Confederate States authorized to receive 
them, and may be held, on the terms and conditions aforesaid, for a 
period not exceeding ninety days, unless sufficient cause for the fail- 
ure shall be shown to the court of the county or corporation in which 
such failure may occur, and then entered on record; in which event 
the expenses of said delivery shall be paid by the Confederate States, 
and a certified copy of such order shall be conclusive evidence of 
such sufficient cause; and, moreover, the holder of such slave shall 
be fined not less than $3 nor more than $10 for every day each slave 
shall be withheld; and it shall be the duty of the sheriff or sergeant 
to report to the court, at its next succeeding monthly term, all per- 
sons failing or refusing to deliver their slaves as aforesaid. And unless 
good cause be shown, after ten days’ notice, for such failure or refusal, 
the court shall impose said fines, for which an execution shall be 


forthwith issued by the cle 
repeated from time to time until - é . : 
with. Any sheriff or sergeant failing to discharge the duties in 
by this act shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,00( 
and any slave or slaves not delivered as aforesaid may be forthw 
seized by the enrolling officer of the Confederate States for the E 
county in which the owner of such slave or slaves may reside, to be | 
by him delivered to the proper officer of the Confederate States, to — 
be held for the period of ninety days, as aforesaid. | 1 

5. It shall be lawful for the proper authorities of the Confederate — 
States whenever, in their opinion, the public interest may require it, — 
to detail for business, and at the place from which they have been — 
taken, any slaves drafted under the provisions of this act; but in no 
ease shall the deficiency in labor on the public works, caused by 
such detail, be supplied by a new draft on the other slave-holders of 
the county or corporation in which the detail may be made; and any 
slaves which shall be exempted from impressment or draft by any law 
of the Confederate States shall be regarded as detailed under the 
provisions of this act. 

6. The clerk and sheriff or sergeant shall attend the sessions of the, 
court, as in other cases, and the court may adjourn from time totime, — 
until the business shall be completed. = 

7. Should any county or corporation court fail or refuse to discharge 
the duties imposed by this act, wholly or in part, for ten days from 
the filing of the requisition with the clerk of the court, as prescribed 
in the second section of this act, it shall be the duty of the clerk of 
said court immediately to notify the Secretary of War of the Confed- 
erate States; or, in case any clerk shall fail to give such notice to the. 
said. Secretary in due time after the failure or refusal of such court 
to act, it shall thereupon be lawful for said Secretary of War, by 
officers and agentsof hisown selection, with the aid of the commis- 
sioners of the revenue of such county or corporation (who are hereby 
required to render such aid when required), to impress from said 
county or corporation such proportion of the slaves demanded by the 
Governor therefrom as may not have been furnished under the pro- 
visions of this act. The slaves thus impressed, together with such 
as may have been furnished by such county or corporation under this 
act, shall not exceed one-fifth of the number of male slaves therein 
between the ages specified, capable of performing ordinary labor, 
shall be apportioned among the slave-holders as herein above set forth, 
and shall be held not longer than ninety days, for the uses and upon 
the terms and conditions set forth in the first section of this act. 
Separate receipts shall in all cases be executed to the owners by the 
sheriff or other person seizing or taking possession of slaves under 
this act, and receipts shall, in like manner, be taken by the sheriff or 
other person holding them, when slaves may be turned over to the 
agent or officer of the Confederate States. Slaves coming into the 
possession of the sheriffs, sergeants, or agents of the Secretary of 
War under this act shall be regarded as in the possession and service 
of the Confederate States, and at their expense until redelivered to 
their owners. For every seizure of a slave by a sheriff or sergeant, 
under this act, he shall be entitled to a fee of $5, to be paid by the 
person failing to deliver such slaves. The willful failure or refusal 
of either the clerk, or any justice, or sheriff, or sergeant, to perform 
the duties required of them under this act, shall be deemed a malfea- 
sance in office, and on conviction thereof their offices shall become 


ame in said court. . tee 
der any requisition made upon any county or corporation, it 
ll be lawful for any number of persons who may be required to 
ish not less than thirty nor more than forty slaves, to place such 
es in charge of an agent or overseer, not liable to military duty, 
ed by such owners, who shall deliver them to the Confederate 
horities at the place where the labor is to be performed, at the 
~ expense of the Confederate States; and such agent or overseer, if a fit 
_and proper person, shall be employed by the Confederate Government __ 
as the agent or overseer in charge of the slaves during their service of 
_ sixty days; and such agent or overseer shall not be discharged by any 
officer of the Confederate Government, except for good cause, to be’ - 
__ approved by the Secretary of War: Provided, That if the requisition ; 
* on any county or corporation shall amount to only twenty slaves, and 
less than thirty, in such case an overseer or manager, not liable to 
military duty, may be selected, as aforesaid. £ 
9. The owners of slaves may furnish them subsistence and provis- 
ions, and in such event shall be allowed commutation in money, in 
lieu of rations, equal to the commutation allowed soldiers in the 
} service. Transportation therefor shall be furnished by the Governor, 
and he shall make such arrangements with the authorities of the ; 
Confederate States as may be necessary to secure the benefit thereof~ 
to said slaves. : 
10, All slaves sent voluntarily by their owners to the Confederate 
authorities, and accepted by them, shall stand on the same footing as _ 
if sent under the proceedings required by this act. 
11. This act shall be communicated forthwith by the Governor to 
the President of the Confederate States, and shall be regarded as an 
act regulating the mode in which, and the terms upon which, slaves 
in oe shall be impressed by the Confederate authorities, under 
the act of Congress, entitled ‘“‘An act to regulate impressments,” 
approved March 26, 1863, to the extent provided for in this act. Any 
call for Slaves hereafter made by the President on the Governor shall 
be regarded as an assent to, and acceptance of, all the provisions 0 
this act by the Confederate States. . 
12. Be it further enacted, That the act, passed March 13, 1863, 
entitled ‘‘ An act to amend and re-enact ‘An act further to provide for 
the public defense,’ passed October 3, 1862,” and the acts amendatory 
thereof, and all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provis- 
ions of this act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 
- 13. This act shall be in force from its passage. 
A copy from the rolls. 
Test. WM. F. GORDON, JR., 
Clerk House of Delegates and Keeper of Records. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 15, 1865. 


Hon. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 
Sir: I have received a copy of the act to authorize the consolidation 
of companies, battalions, and regiments, approved 23d of February, 


-- 1865, referred to me for my opinion 

_ the necessary orders for carrying it into effect presen 
The period is very unfavorable for executing the law. The pri 
army at the South, under General Johnston, is now in the field o: rat- 
ing against the enemy, and it will be very difficult, if not impractica- _ 
ble, to reorganize it. This army is in close proximity to the enemy, — 
and active operations may commence any day. It would be extremely 
hazardous at this time, in my opinion, to begin a general consolida-— 
tion of the regiments. As the Department under the law is authorized 
to issue general regulations on the subject, I think the law might be 
ordered to be carried into effect, provided the time be left discretion- 
ary with the commanders of the several armies. Occasion might be 
taken to unite certain companies, and advantageously, and some 
benefit be thus derived during the campaign. * 

e I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, oe. 

OR. ELE, 

General. 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF* AMERICA, WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
' Richmond, Va., March 16, 1866, = 
Majs. J. W. PEGRAM and THOMAS P. TURNER: 
(Through General Ewell. ) 


Strs: You are hereby authorized to raise. a company or companies of 
negro soldiers, under the provisions of the act of Congress approved 
March 13, 1865. When the requisite number shall have been recruited 
they will be mustered into the service for the war and muster-rolls © 
forwarded to this office. The companies when organized will be sub- 
ject to the rules and regulations governing the Provisional Army of 
the Confederate States. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 


JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Report of the Committee on Military Affairs. 


The committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s 
message of the 13th instant as relates to military affairs beg leave to 
report that, after careful examination, they find but two measures sug- 
gested in the message for recruiting the Army. 

First. A law of a few lines repealing all class exemptions. 

Second. A general militia law. 

The subject of exemptions has been considered by Congress at each 
session since the organization of the Government under the permanent 
Constitution, and at every session the classes exempted have been 
reduced in number and the exemptions in each class limited by addi- 
tional restrictions. 

» At the present session the ‘‘fifteen-negro” exemption has been 
repealed, and the number of exemptions and details further reduced 
and prohibited. While a few class exemptions (principally of preach- 
ers, teachers, physicians, and editors) are allowed, on certain condi- 
tions, by existing laws, it may be reasonably doubted if any increase 


*The act is published in General Orders, No. 15, March 25, 1865, p. 1166. 
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vy its repeal and the substitut 
d | by the Executive. ‘ 
mittee, however, were of opinion that the exemptions now 
d might be still further reduced without serious public detri- 
nd at an early day of the session reported a bill for that pur- : 
e, Which, after being partially considered, was postponed, with the 
view to the immediate passage of the ‘‘act to diminish the number of 
ptions and details,” regarded as more efficient for recruiting the 


_ The recommendations of the President to abolish all class exemp- 
tions, and to confer upon him alone the unlimited power of detail, 
presents the question whether the representatives of the people or the 
Executive shall decide what persons shall constitute the Army in the 
_ field and what persons shall remain at home in pursuits indispensable 
to the vital interests of the country. 
Without discussing the policy of subjecting all classes, individuals, 
and avocations to the exclusive control of the Executive department 
of the Government, experience has demonstrated that the power of 
detail as heretofore exercised has afforded more unnecessary immunity 
from military service than the well-guarded legislation upon the sub- 
_ jectofexemptions. The committee entertained the opinion that serious 
abuses had been developed under the system of detail; that this opinion 
--was general and tended to create ‘‘discontent and jealousy in the 
Army” and in the country, which it was advisable to abate by further —~ 
_ lunitations of the power. ; 
The second measure recommended by the President and deemed by 
him ‘‘the measure most needed at the present time for affording an 
effective increase to our military strength is a general militia law.” 
This subject was considered by the committee at an early period of the 
session, and a bill prepared in pursuance of the recommendations of 
the President in his regular message. After mature deliberation it 
was decided that such legislation was unnecessary and inexpedient. 
Congress has placed at the disposal of the President all persons fit 
for military service between the ages of seventeen and fifty, and the 
committee are unable to understand how it can be expected that the 
power of defending the country would be increased by the passage of 
a general militia law embracing persons within those ages. 
. <A minority of this committee were willing to organize the militia of 
the States, whatever it might consist of, and to authorize the President 
to call such organizations into the military service of the Confederate 
States irrespective of State lines, and therefore favored the bill 
referred to, though they did not consider its passage of prime impor- 
tance. 
As a general proposition it may be confidently stated that the militia 
organized and employed under State authority embrace more persons 
than could be made subject to a law of Congress, and are as efficient 
for State defense as if organized and employed under Confederate 
authority. The State whose Governor has informed the President 
‘that the law does not permit him to call the militia from one county 
for service in another” has not adopted any such restriction, except 
as to persons over the age of forty-five. .Such is the restriction, the 
committee are reliably informed, in the State of Alabama, and it is 
not believed that this or any similar prohibition exists in any other 
State. It is unreasonable to suppose that any State would by legisla- 
tion seriously impair the efficiency of the force relied on for its own 
defense. The only material changethat could be effected by a general 


militia law would be to transfer the power to control and em 
persons subject to militia duty from the State to the Con 
authorities, and thereby place it in the power of the President to ord 
the militia of a State to any portion of the Confederacy. The polic 
of using such persons as might constitute militia under the propose 
legislation is more than questionable in view of the fact that the 
“reserves,” under the pressure of the war, are continued indefinitely 4 
in the field, and, under a recent act, may be ordered beyond the limits 
of their respective States. If the militia, also, might be so ordered, 
the number remaining for local police and State defense, already 
insufficient for the purpose, would be so far reduced as virtually to . 
deprive the State of all means of self-preservation. Itseems manifest — 
that the extension of conscription to persons over the age of forty-five, 
while it has greatly impaired the productive power of the country and 
in other respects prejudiced the public service, “has been attended by 
no compensating advantage. And the committee are indisposed to 
extend an erroneous policy by recommending the adoption of any 
measure to place other persons over the age of forty-five in the general 
military service of the Confederate States. 

Without enlarging upon the merits of the question, the committee 
express their conviction that in the failure of Congress to pass a gen- 
eral militia law there is to be found no dereliction of duty; and that 
notwithstanding the opinion of the President, from which they have 
dissented with reluctanece—that the proposed measure is the one *‘ most 
needed at the present time for affording an effective increase to our 
military strength”—they may without arrogance hope to escape the 
disapproval of the Army and the people. This being the most impor- 
tant omission of duty alleged by the President as to the military. 
legislation of Congress, the committee is not unwilling to assume its 
share of the responsibility of the failure, and feel no apprehension of 
prejudice to the cause therefrom. The problem most difficult to solve 
was how to secure the return to the Army of officers and men absent 
without leave. The fact made public by the President of the inability 
of the Government to secure obedience to military obligation of more 
than one-half of the number enrolled for service in the Army created 
much disquietude in the public mind, and the expectation may be 
supposed to have been general that the President would recommend 
remedial legislation to correct the evil. Information derived from 
the proper Department, and upon which appropriations are made by 
Congress in obedience to official estimates, exhibits an Army of about 
a half million of men. The support of the Army now in the field 
creates an alarming pressure upon the energies of the Government; 
the supply of arms and munitions of war is not considered too abun- 
dant for present demand, and Congress may at least be allowed to — 
excuse itself for non-action on the line indicated by the President 
until some satisfactory assurances are given of the ability to control 
and employ the means long since placed at the disposal of the Execu- 
tive Department of the Government. Every measure proposed by 
the President or the General-in-Chief to secure the speedy return 
of absentees and deserters has been legalized by Congress, and this 
committee, not satisfied that the measures thus suggested would 
accomplish the desired result, prepared and reported a Dill ‘“‘most 
needed at the present time for affording an effective increase to our 
military strength.” This bill, if objectionable in some of its details 
yet promised the most valuable results in its general operation, but 
encountered opposition from the President so decided as to inducethe 


" 1 g the laws best calculated to raise, strengthen, _ 

serve armies, the committee have determined to urge the pas- 
f the bill, with such modifications as may remove objections | 

ithout destroying the efficiency of the measure. 

‘he committee is constrained to believe that the soldiers in the field 

9 have been true to duty will recognize the inefficiency of existing 

nedies for the evils of absenteeism and desertion, and will approve 

as an unavoidable necessity almost any measure calculated to secure 

_ the return to service of those whose presence is demanded by the most 

- urgent considerations of the public'safety. 

In answer to the complaint that Congress had delayed the passage 

of the ‘“‘negro soldier” bill until the measure had lost much of its value, 

- the committee suggest the following reasons for the delay: 

First. The opinion of the President, expressed in his regular mes- 
sage at the beginning of the present session, that beyond the ‘‘limit” 
of employing slaves as ‘‘ pioneer” and ‘‘engineer” laborers it did not 
seem to him ‘‘desirable, under existing circumstances, to go;” that 
“FF 


“‘the subject is to be viewed by us solely in the light of policy and 
- our social economy;” that ‘‘when so regarded” he (the President) 
“must dissent from those who advise a general levy and arming of 


the slaves for the duty of soldiers;” that ‘‘until our white population — — 
vt pop a 


shall prove insufficient for the armies we require and can keep in the 
field,” or ‘‘the alternative of subjugation” or ‘‘the employment of the 
slave as a soldier” be presented, the President assured the Congress 
that the policy of arming the slave ‘‘ would scarcely be deemed wise 
or advantageous by any.” Se 

Second. The equally emphatic statement of the Secretary of War, 
in his last report, that ‘‘his own judgment did not either perceive the 
necessity or approve the policy of employing slaves in the higher 
duties of soldiers.” _ Aiso, that ‘‘we had within the military age as 
large a proportion of our white population as would be required or 
could be advantageously employed in active military operations.” 

These solemn avyowals of deliberate opinion by the President and 
his war minister, communicated to Congress and never revoked, 
changed, or modified in any subsequent message, left Congress in the 
position of being compelled to override the judgment of these high 
functionaries upon a subject about which they are presumed to be 
fully informed and not likely to fall into error, or to delay action until 
advised of the happening of the contingencies which would justify a 
resort to the doubtful policy of arming the slaves. 

The appeal made by the President for ‘‘ earnest and cordial co-oper- 
ation between all departments of the Government” meets with the 
hearty approval of this committee, and doubtless of Congress. Ina- 
bility to concur in all the views of the President, or failure to pass, 
after due consideration, all the measures recommended by him, should 
not be received as any evidence of an indisposition to co-operate har- 
moniously with other departments of the Government in earnest 
efforts to advance the success of our arms and the welfare of our 
country. 


(House of Representatives, March 16, 1865. Read and ordered to 
be printed. ) 
(By Mr..Pugh from the Military Committee. ) 


Mr. Orr, from the select committee, to whom was | 
tion of the message of the President of the Confedera of | 
13th instant relating to the action of Congress during the present 
sion, submitted the following report:* Pees. 

The select committee, to whom was referred so much of the Presi- - 
dent’s message of the 13th instant as relates to the action of Congress — 
during the present session, having duly considered the same, respect- _ 
fully submit the following report: 


The attention of the Congress is called by the President to the fact that for car- 
 rying on the war successfully there is urgent need of men and supplies for the 

Army. : ‘ iy 

The measures passed by Congress during the present session for recruiting the 

Army are considered by the Presidentinefficient ; and it is said that the result of the 
law authorizing the employment of slaves as soldiers will be less than anticipated 

in consequence of the dilatory action of Congress in adopting the measure. That 
‘a law so radical in its character, so repugnant to the prejtidices of our people, and 

so intimately affecting the organism of society should encounter opposition and 
receive a tardy sanction ought not to excite surprise; but if the policy and neces- 
sity of the measure had been seriously urged on Congress by an Executive mes- 
sage legislative action might have been quickened. The President in no official 
communication to Congress has recommended the passage of a law putting slaves 
into the Army as soldiers, and the message under consideration is the first official 
information that such a law meets his approval. Executive message transmitted 
to Congress on the 7th of November last suggests the propriety of enlarging the 
sphere of employment of the negro as a laborer, and for this purpose recommends 
that the absolute title to slaves be acquired by impressment, and as an incentive 
to the faithful discharge of duty that the slaves thus acquired be liberated with 
the permission of the States from which they were drawn. In this connection 
the following language is used: ‘“‘If this policy should recommend itself to the 
judgment of Congress, it is suggested that, in addition to the duties heretofore 
performed by the slave, he might be advantageously employed as pioneer and 
engineer laborer, and in that event that the number should be augmented by - 
40,000. Beyond this limit and these employments it does not seem to me desira- 
ble, under existing circumstances, to go.” In the same message the President 
further remarks, ‘* The subject is to be viewed by us, therefore, solely in the light 
of policy and our social economy. When so regarded, I must dissent from those 
who advise a general levy and arming the slaves for the duty of soldiers.” Itis 
manifest that the President in November last did not consider that the contin- 
gency had then arisen which would justify a resort to the extraordinary policy 
of arming our slaves. Indeed, no other inference can be deduced from the lan- 
guage used by him, for he says: ‘‘ These considerations, however, are rather appli- 
cable to the improbable contingency of our need of resorting to this element of 
resistance than to our present condition.” The Secretary of War, in his report 
under date of November 8, seemed to concur in the opinion of the President, 
when he said: ‘‘ While itis encouraging to know this resource for further and 
future efforts is at our command, my own judgment does not yet either perceive 
cry or approve the policy of employing slaves in the higher duties of 
soldiers.” 

At what period of the session the President or Secretary of War considered the 
improbable contingence had arisen which required a resort to slaves as an ele- 
ment of resistance does not appear by any official document within the knowledge 
of your committee. Congress might well have delayed action on this subject until 
the present moment, as the President, whose constitutional duty it is ‘‘to give to 
the Congress information of the state of Confederacy,” has never asked, in any 
authentic manner, for a passage of a law authorizing the employment of slaves 
as soldiers. The Senate, however, did not await the tardy movements of the 
President. On the 29th of December, 1864, the following resolution was adopted Dyan 
the Senate in secret session: 

_‘* Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Senate, in secret ses- 
sion, as to the state of the finances in connection with the payment of the troops ; 
the means of supplying the munitions of war, transportation, and subsistence ; the 
condition of the Army, and the possibility of recruiting the same; the condition © 
of our foreign relations, and whether any aid or encouragement from abroad is’ 
expected, or has been sought, or is proposed, so that the Senate may have a clear 


*From Journal of the C. 8. Senate of March 16, 1865. _ 


i. = : . peite s * 
vuntry, and of its future prospects, ¢ 
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onse to this resolution the President might well have communicated to 

te his views as to the necessity and policy of arming the slaves of th 

ederacy as a means of public defense. No answer whatever has been made — 
resolution. In addition to this, a joint committee was raised by Congress, 

der a concurrent resolution adopted in secret session on the 30th of December, 

( That committee, by the resolution creating it, was instructed, by confer- 
e with the President, and by such other means as they shall deem proper, to, 
ertain what are our reliable means of public defense, present and prospective. 

A written report was made by the committee on January 25, 1865, and although 

_ it hada conference with the President no allusion is made in the report to any 
suggestion by him that the necessities of the country required the employment of 

_ slaves as soldiers. Under these circumstances Congress, influenced no doubt by 

_ the opinion of General Lee, determined for itself the propriety, policy, and neces- 

sity of adopting the measure in question. 

The recommendations of the President. to employ 40,000 slaves as cooks, 
teamsters, and as engineer and pioneer laborers was assented to, and a law has 

been enacted at the present session for the purpose, without limit as to number. 

All the measures recommended by the President to promote the efficiency of 

the Army have been adopted, except the entire repeal of class exemptions, and 

» some measures not suggested by him, suchas the creation of the office of General- 

_in-Chief, were originated and passed by. Congress, with a view to the restoration 

_of public confidence and the energetic administration of military affairs. 


= On the subject of exemptions the President in his message of November 7 uses | © 
the following language: ‘‘No pursuit or position should relieve any one who is 
able to do active duty from enrollment in the Army, unless his functions or sery- 


ices are more useful to the defense of his country in another sphere. Butitis | 
manifest that this cannot be the case with entire classes. All telegraph opera- 
tors, workmen in mines, professors, teachers, engineers, editors and employés of —— 
newspapers, journeymen printers, shoemakers, tanners, blacksmiths, millers, 
physicians, and numerous other classes mentioned in the laws cannot in the 
nature of things be either equally necessary in their several professions, nor dis- 
tributed throughout the country in such proportions that only the exact numbers 
required are found in each locality,” &c. 

The casual reader would infer that the laws,as they stood at. the date of the 
message, exempted the classes enumerated by the President, as well as many other 
classes not mentioned by him. Such is not the fact. The only class exemptions 
allowed by the laws then in force were the following: Ministers of religion; 
superintendents and physicians of asylums for the deaf, dumb, and blind, and of 
the insane; one editor for each newspaper, and such employés as the editor may 
certify on oath as indispensably necessary; the public printers of the Confederate 
and State governments, and their journeymen printers; one skilled apothecary 
in each apothecary store, who was doing business as such on the 10th of October, 
1862; physicians over thirty years of age, and for the last seven years in practice; 
presidents and teachers of colleges, seminaries, and schools, and the superintend- 
ents, physicians, and nurses in public hospitals; certain mail contractors and 
drivers of post coaches ; certain officers and employés of railroad companies, and 

certain agriculturists or overseers. , 

Officers of the State governments are not properly included among the ex- 
empted classes, because it is conceded that Congress has no constitutional power 
to conscribe them as soldiers. Nor are Dunkards, Quakers, or other non-combat- 
ants regarded as belonging to class exemptions, because, under the act of June 7, 
1864, the exemption of these persons is subject to the control of the Secretary of 
War. Theexemption of agriculturists or overseers between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five has been repealed at the present session. Tanners, shoemakers, mill- 
ers, blacksmiths, telegraph operators, and workmen in mines, enumerated by the 
President as among the classes exempted, are not now and have not been since 
the passage of the act of February 17, 1864, exempted as a class. If railroad 
officers and employés and State officers, who are not constitutionally subject to 
conscription, be excluded, the classes now exempted east of the Mississippi River 
embrace about 9,000 men, one-third of whom are physicians, and nearly another 
third are ministers of the gospel; the remaining third is principally composed of 

’ teachers, professors, printers, and employés in newspaper offices and apothecaries. 

In remarkable contrast to the number of persons relieved from military service 
by the exemptions above mentioned, the report of the Conscript Bureau exhibits 
the fact that east of the Mississippi River 22,035 men have heen detailed by 
Executive authority. In consequence of this abuse of the power of detail, Con- 
gress at its present session passed an act revoking all details and limiting the 
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abuses of this class of exemptions. If the education of youth be regarded as 
conducive to maintenance of society and the preservation of liberty, it is not per- 
ceived that the exemption of professors of colleges and teachers of schools can be 
justly censured. The Senate passed a bill containing a section repealing the 
exemption allowed to mail contractors and drivers of post coaches; but at a sub- 
sequent stage of proceedings, and.on the recommendation of a committee of con-_ 
ference, based on the urgent remonstrances of the Postmaster-General, the section 

_ alluded to was stricken out. ; ; 

The subject of class exemptions was called to the attention of Congress by the 
Executive message of November last. It was carefully considered, and an act 
was passed expressive of the views of the legislative department of the Govern- 
ment. The message under consideration recurs to the same subject. It is to be 
regretted that the views of the legislative department of the Government have 
not met the favor of the Executive, and that he should deem it both necessary 
and proper to express dissatisfaction with the matured opinion of Congress. 

It is true that Congress has failed to respond to the recommendation of the 
President to enact a general militia law. The subject was considered, and the 
failure to act was the result of deliberation. The conscription laws enacted by 
Congress have placed in the military service of the country all its able-bodied 
citizens between the ages of seventeen and fifty. The whole military material of 
the country,so far as legislation is concerned, is absorbed by the conscription 
acts. There isnone left on which a militia law can operate, except the exempted 
classes and the boys under seventeen and the men over fifty years of age. It was 
deemed expedient to allow this material to remain subject to the control of the 
State authorities for the purposes of local police to aid in the arrest of deserters 
and to enforce the administration of State laws. 

It_is also true that the President has recommended the passage of a law sus- 
pending the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus. This recommendation was 
the subject of a special message in secret session. It occupied the attention of 
Congress for four or five weeks. After mature deliberation the measure was laid 
aside as unimportant and inexpedient. Spies can be arrested and tried sum- 
marily without suspending the writ of habeas corpus. Conspiracies, tending in 
any manner to the injury of our cause, were provided for by a special act passed 
at the present session ‘‘ to define and punish conspiracy against the Confederate - 
States.” The States of North Carolina, Georgia, and Mississippi had expressed, 
through their Legislatures, great repugnance to the past legislation of Congress 
suspending the writ, and a large portion of the people throughout the country 
was arrayed against the policy of that legislation. It was deemed wise and pru- 
dent to conciliate opposition at a time when dissensions are ruinous ; and as the 
benefits to be derived from the suspension of the writ were conjectural the delib- 
erate judgment of Congress was expressed by its silence on the subject. It is to 
be regretted that the Executive does not concur in these views, and again calls 
on Congress to revise its action and to suspend the writ of habeas corpus as a 
measure ‘‘almost indispensable to the successful conduct of the war.” If the 
facts stated in the confidential message alluded to by the President be the basis 
of the opinion that the suspension of the writ ‘‘is indispensable to the successful 


gress does not concur in that opinion. The v 
ided e August last. It is not perceived that the milit; “ 
ae since that period were occasioned by the absence of the 

ed for. ’ 
ird to impressments, Congress at the present session has passed a bill 

ng that the terms ‘“‘ just compensation,” as used in the Constitution, entitle 

> owner whose property is impressed to the market value thereof at the time 

and place of impressment. This legislation was considered necessary in conse- 
juence of judicial decisions in some of the States and because of the difficulty 
of procuring supplies on any other terms. Indeed, it was supposed that the 

Executive had reached the same conclusion, as the Commissary-General, on the 

20th of December, 1864, had advertised that he would pay for supplies the price 

_ fixed by local appraisement, which is in fact the market price. The President in 

_ his annual message of November last did not call the attention of Congress to any 

_ difficulties attendant on the execution of the impressment laws. The present 

message, for the first time during this session, suggests modifications of those 

laws, and the recommendations of the President will doubtless receive the 
respectful consideration of Congress. It may well be doubted, however, whether 

_ the present specie value, payable in the future, will induce the owner of property 

to part with it, and whether the passage of such a measure would not result in a 

general concealment of provisions and consequent starvation of the Army. 

It is apprehended by the President that some degree of embarrassment in the 

‘management of the finances will be felt in consequence of the inadequate provis- 
ion made by Congress; and it is intimated that some of the measures recom- , 
mended by him were so retarded as to lose much of their value, and others, after 
being matured, were for the same reason abandoned because no longer applicable 

~ to our altered condition. The only financial measure abandoned after being 
matured was the currency bill recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury 
and indorsed by the President in his annual message. It may be remarked that 
the failure to enact any fiscal measure which has not sufficient vitality to render — 
it valuable and applicable for the short period of four months does not deserve 
much regret. The currency bill was recommended to Congress, and based on 
the condition the finances presented by the President in his message and by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in his report. It was abandoned without regret 
because, at the subsequent period of the session, it was ascertained that the 
arrears of public debt constituting cash demands on the Treasury exceeded by ~ 
nearly $400,000,000 the amount originally reported to Congress by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The currency bill contemplated the reduction of the currency 
to $150,000,000 by a conversion of the Treasury notes into tithe certificates, paya- 
ble after the war.and by annual application of a portion of the taxes, in a nature 
of a sinking fund. The Treasury notes received for tithe certificates were to 
be canceled. The military reverses, which impaired the credit of the Govern- 
ment to such an extent as to destroy the salability of an'y of its bonds, left little 
hope that Treasury notes would be exchanged for tithe certificates. As soon as 
the enormous increase in the arrears of debt was discovered as above mentioned, 
all idea of reducing the currency was abandoned as impracticable. For these 
reasons the committee of conference having charge of the currency bill agreed 
to abandon it as a useless pledge of future resources without corresponding 
present advantage. Indeed, if the bill had been passed the first day of the 
session it would have expired from inanition on the 9th of January, 1865, ghe 
day on which the Secretary of the Treasury reported to Congress the deficit of 
$400,000,000, and recommended an increase of taxation to meet it. 

The.tax bill is regarded by the President as liberal, though inadequate. No 
nation on earth ever conducted a protracted war by resources derived from tax- 
ation alone. The message intimates a regret that the recommendation, by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, of a tax on agricultural incomes equal to the aug- 
mented tax on other incomes, payable in Treasury notes, was rejected by Con- 
gress. This is evidently a mistake, as it assumes there has been an increase of 
taxes on other than agricultural incomes. The present income taxes are those laid 

. by the act of April, 1863, as amended and re-enacted on 17th of February, 1864, 
To require the agriculturist to pay a tax on the income derived from his farm, in 
addition to the one-tenth of his gross productions, and the property tax of 9 per 
cent. ad valorem, would be manifestly unjust and oppressive. After the delivery 
of his tithe, to tax the income of the agriculturist derived from the property pro- 
ducing the tithe would leave little for family subsistence, for the purchase of 
supplies necessary for carrying on his agricultural operations, and for the pay- 
mentof the ad valorem tax on his property. Congress, therefore, did not con- 
cur in the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, believing it. to be 
highly inexpedient. 


If loss of time be a vice inherent in deliberative assemblies, promptitude is a 
great virtue in Executive action. There is every disposition on the part of Con- 
gress to comply with the recommendations of the President, and some means of 
raising the coin desired will no doubt be devised. It is unfortunate that the 
necessity for coin in the Commissary Department was not made known until the 
message under consideration was received. The use of coin in one department of 
the Government is calculated to superinduce the necessity for its use in all other 
departments; and hence the policy of the proposed measure, in a financial view, 
is very questionable. The necessity for supplies, however, overrides all other 
considerations. If practicable, it would be wiser to employ the specie in the 
purchase of Treasury notes, and then use the notes to obtain supplies. 

Nothing is more desirable than concord and cordial co-operation between all 
departments of Government. Hence, your committee regret that the Execu- 
tive deemed it necessary to transmit to Congress a message so well calculated to 
excite discord and dissension. But for the fact that the success of the great 
struggle in which the country is engaged depends as much on the confidence of 
the people in the Legislative as in the Executive department of the Government 
the message would have been received without comment. Your committee 
would have preferred silence. It has been inducive to an opposite course, 
because they believe Congress would be derelict in its duty to permit its legiti- 
mate and constitutional influence to be destroyed by Executive admonitions, such 
as those contained in the message under consideration, without some public 
exposition of its conduct. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the said report, and resolved that 
they concur therein. ; 


[MarcH 16, 1865.—For Governor of Virginia to President Davis, 
transmitting joint resolution of the Legislature of Virginia in relation 
to the employment of negroes as soldiers (passed March 6, 1865), see 
Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1315, and for resolutions on the same 
Mbject, adopted March 4, 1865, see Series I, Vol. LI, Part II, p. 1068. ] 


GENERAL oe ee ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 10. Richmond, Va., March 17, 1866. 

I. The attention of officers and soldiers is again called to the regula- 
tions (reiterated in General Orders, No. 3, of 1863, and paragraph I, 
General Orders, No. 78, of 1864, from this office) respecting military’ 
correspondence. Communications from the Army on official business, 
addressed to civilians at the seat of government, have become so fre- 
quent as seriously to interfere with the efficient conduct of the several 
bureaus of the War Department. Officers and soldiers who violate 


Bake in this respect will be promptly placed in arrest and brought 
to trial. : 


Sivie ei Cee 


supplemental to an act entitled “An act to organize forces to serve during the war. -* 


cE gress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That nothing 
‘ted act contained shall be construed to discharge from military servi 


of the Confederate States. > 


is not intended to apply to those ‘‘retired” under the act to provide 


anInvalid Corps. . 
~~ V. Conseripts assigned to light duty will be examined every three 


months, when those found equal to field duty will be turned over 
to the enrolling authorities for assignment to commands in the field. 


VI. In places where hospital medical boards are located they will 


make the examination; at other places they will be made by conscript 
boards. : 
VII. Monthly reports of all men found fit for field duty, and sent 


in accordance with these instructions to the field, will be transmitted . 


by the boards, through the Surgeon-General, to the Adjutant and 
Inspector General. ‘ 

VIII. Notices of all detailed soldiers returned to duty with their 

commands will be forwarded by the Medical Board to company com- 
manders. 
- [X. The examination referred to in paragraphs IV, V, and VI, of 
this order, will be made by the medical boards at the posts where the 
men are employed. Their failure to make such examinations will be 
reported by the post commanders to the Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral. 

X. Where soldiers in hospitals are transferred to other hospitals, 
surgeons in charge will put them in charge of the officer of the train 


~ guard of the railroad upon which they are sent, who will be respon- 


sible for their delivery to the officer of the train guard of the next 
connecting railroad en route, or to the surgeon in charge of the hos- 
pital to which they are transferred. 

XI. Persons arriving at the age of eighteen years of age, and all 
others in the reserve forces not disabled for active duty, who are within 
the conscript ages, will be turned over to enrolling officers for assign- 
ment to companies in the general service. The fact of their holding 
commissions does not preclude the operation of this order. Generals 
of reserves and inspectors are required to enforce this order. 

XII. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 81, of 1864, is hereby 
revoked. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector. General. 
73 R R—SERIES IV, VOL III 


ms over the age of forty-five or under eighteen years, who are now in th te - 


“Approved February 17, 1864. "ea 


‘ 


Injunction of secreey was removed from this act by a resolution of | 
_ the House of Representatives, passed January, 1865. at 
IV. All non-commissioned officers and privates detailed because of 
disability will be examined monthly, when those found fit for field 
duty will be immediately turned over to the commandant of the post 
at which they are employed, to be returned to their commands. This 


/ 


wae 
1154 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


Ricumonp, VA., March 17, 1865. 
Tue HovusE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF 

AMERICA: 

J return without my approval an act which originated in your 
honorable body, entitled ‘An act to provide for the payment of 
arrears now due to the Army and Navy.” 

I have been led to believe that this act was passed in haste and 
without due consideration, and that some members who voted for it 
desire an opportunity for reconsidering their action. 

The act provides for additional issue of Treasury notes to an amount 
not exceeding $80,000,000, to be used in payment of all arrears of pay 
and allowances due to persons in the military and naval service of the 
Confederate States; these notes ‘‘to be regarded in all respects as 
Treasury notes issued by virtue of the act to reduce the currency and 
authorize a new issue of notes and bonds, approved February 17, 1864.” 

The objections to this legislation are, in my judgment, manifold 
and grave. 

First. The act of February 17, 1864, levied a tax on the Treasury — 
notes then outstanding far exceeding that levied on any other species 
of property, and which could only be justified by the consideration 
that the additional contribution thus exacted from the holders of 
these public credits would be compensated in whole or in part by the 


. increased value of the new currency which was issued for the old at 


the rate of $2 of the former for $3 of the latter. The act revoked all 
authority theretofore given to issue Treasury notes, and it was 
generally if not universally considered that the provisions of that law 
constituted an implied pledge of the faith of the Government that no 
further issues of notes should be made than those therein provided ~ 
for. It would be scarcely consistent to take from the holder one-third 
of the nominal amount of the currency in hand for the purpose of 
reducing the currency as set forth in the title of the law; to unite with 
this exaction a previous authority to issue notes, and afterward to 
provide for an expansion of the currency in opposition to the prin- 
ciples of the act of February 17, 1864, to the evident detriment of the 
holders of the currency under that act. ; 

Second. Independently of the objection just stated, the effect of a 
new issue of Treasury notes would be disastrous. The passage of 
the law would be accepted as a proof that there is no limit to the 
issue of Treasury notes except the pleasure of the Government, and 
the people will be persuaded that whenever an emergency arises it 
will be met by additional issues of paper money. Such a conviction, 
once rooted in the popular mind, could not be eradicated, and the 
depreciation of the notes in circulation would increase so rapidly as 
effectually to destroy the whole value of what is outstanding and 
pee ie country without a circulation and the Government without 
credit. 

Third. The bill, although intended by Congress for the benefit of 
the Army, to which we all acknowledge the most sacred obligations of 
justice and gratitude, would have an effect the reverse of that designed. 
It would despoil the soldier, instead of paying him. If money be 
raised by taxation for paying arrears due the Army, the demand thus 
created for the notes enhances the value and enables the public 
creditor who receives them to make them available for the purchase 
of what he needs. If, on the contrary, the soldier is to have his claim 
extinguished by the simple process of printing more paper money, 


1us diminishing its value below even its present aepreciation, 
8 claims for his arrears of pay will have been practically repudiated 
instead of being paid. Justice to the soldier prompted Congress to * 
pass this bill, The same motive induces me to withhold my approval _ 
of it; and if my objections shall appear to you well founded, when 
your attention is drawn to the supposed consequences that would 
result from this legislation, I am persuaded that you will concur.in 
my opinion that it ought not to be adopted. , 

Fourth. There is a mechanical difficulty in the execution of the law 
of which Congress was not aware, and which under any circumstances — 
would render the bill unavailing for its intended purpose of prompt 
payment of the arrears due the Army. 

The removal of the Treasury Note Bureau from Columbia, the time 
required for re-establishing it with its machinery at another locality 
and for preparing Treasury notes for the $50,000,000 or $60,000,000 
--—s- remaining for issue under existing laws, together with other causes 

which it is unwise to relate, would prevent the issue of the notes 
provided for in this bill for at least three months to come. 
It is gratifying to assure you of my belief that the receipts from 
the tax bill just passed, together with other resources within reach of 
the Treasury, will enable the Government to pay the arrears due to the 
Army and Navy sooner than the additional notes contemplated by the 
bill could be issued, and that the proposed increase of currency can 
thus be avoided without causing delay in satisfying the just claims of 
the defenders of our country. 
- : JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


AN ACT to raise coin for the ae of furnishing necessary supplies for the 
. rmy. 

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That 
in order to procure the means of purchasing supplies for the Army, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of the President, 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to borrow from any bank, banking 
company, corporation, association, or person, any sum or sums in coin, 
not to exceed three millions of dollars in the aggregate, and to secure 
the repayment of any sum or sums so borrowed at such time as may be 
agreed upon, not to exceed two years after the ratification of a treaty 
of peace between the Confederate States and the United States, to 
cause to be issued bonds of the Confederate States, in such convenient 
sums as may be agreed upon, payable in coin, and to bear interest at 
the rate of six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually in specie; 
and to secure the repayment of any sum or sums so borrowed, with 
the interest thereon, the said Secretary be further authorized and 
empowered to pledge in such legal form as may be agreed up>.., any 
cotton or tobacco owned by the Government, to the extent in va.ue of 
any such loan so obtained, or the proceeds thereof, when sold, or to 
convey such cotton and tobacco, or any part thereof, in absolute pay- 
ment of such loan, with the right on the part of the lender of such 
coin to export or transport such cotton and tobacco beyond the limits 
of the Confederate States, free from any molestation on the part of 
the authorities of the Confederate States, or the payment of any duty, 
except to the extent of one-eighth per cent. now imposed by law. 

Sec. 2. In the event of the Secretary of the Treasury shall not be able 
at once to obtain coin to the amount of three millions of dollars under 


Confederate States, payable in kind, whic 
llected on the first day of April next, or 
possible: Provided, That the above tax shall not 
he gold or silver coin, gold dust and bullion, and fe 
exchange owned or possessed by any person when the amount so 0 
or possessed shall not exceed two hundred dollars in value, nor 

the said tax be levied on gold or silver coin, gold dust, bullion, o. 
eign exchange which, within thirty days after the passage of this 
shall be lent to the Government under the provisions of the first se 
tion of this act; nor upon the gold or silver coin, gold dust, bullion, — 

or foreign exchange of any person who has made a loan to the Govern- 
’ ment according to the said first section, of not less than twenty-five per 
cent. of the gold or silver coin, gold dust, bullion or foreign exchange 
owned and possessed by such person at the time of the passage of this 
act; and if any State of the Confederacy borrows from any bank coin 
or bullion and lends it to the Confederate Government, the bank that. 
lends said coin or bullion shall be allowed a credit against this tax to | 
the extent of such loan: And provided also, That the delay of thirty 
days mentioned in this section shall be extended to one hundred and 
twenty days for all portions of the Confederacy beyond the Mississippi 
River. = 
See. 3. That the limitation of three millions of dollars, as expressed 
in the first section of this act, shall not be construed to prohibit the 
Secretary of the Treasury from receiving a greater amount, offered as - 
loans or accruing on taxes under this act: Provided, That the tax 
-imposed by the provisions of this act upon gold and silver coin, gold 
and silver bullion, gold dust, and foreign exchange, when ‘paid, or the 
amount thereof loaned in pursuance of the first and second sections of 
this act, shall be in lieu of all other taxes imposed on the same articles 
by any other act: Provided further, That the tax of twenty-five per 
cent. levied by the second section of this act shall be in leu of all 
other taxes imposed on the same article by any other act, and the tax 
ieee by this act shall be assessed as at tlie date of the passage of 
this act. é 
* Approved March 17, 1865. : 
A true copy. 


s 
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JAMES M. MATTHEWS, 
Law Clerk. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Raléigh, March 17, 1865. 
Hon. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

DEAR Str: I have been informed that certain communications, of 
the utmost importance to the cause of the Confederacy, have been 
submitted to Congress in secret session by the President and the 
several heads of departments. I have also been informed that their 
nature was such as to render it entirely proper, and indeed rightful, 
that I, as Governor of North Carolina, should be informed of their 
contents. I have, therefore, the honor to most respectfully request a 
copy of said papers, if not deemed inconsistent with the public good, 


AL ORDERS, | Abst. AND INSP. gia OFFICE, ae 
No. 11. Richmond, Va., March 18, 1865. 
I. Cadets in the Confederate service will ereafter be examined for 
motion to the grade of commissioned officers by boards composed of 
are cavalry, and infantry officers, on the following subjects, — “ 


First. The reading and writing of the English language. The 

examination on this ‘subject will consist of reading aloud to the Board 

- apage or-two of some author, and then writing a few dictated para- 

_ graphs to test correctness in spelling. 

Second. The use of figures, embracing the ground rules of arith- 

-__- metic, including fractions, the extraction of the square root, and the 

- use of logarithms. 

=< Third. “Algebra, so far as to embrace simple and cunararte equa- 

P tions. 

-_ Fourth. The principles of geometry, including (say) the first eight 
books of Legendre’s treatise. : 

Fifth. Plane trigonometry. : 

; Sixth. Mensuration of surfaces and solids. 

Seventh. The elements of surveying, with a view to test the capacity 
of each to determine distances trigonometrically, to locate lines on the 
ground, and to lay down given figures for encampments, &c. 

- Eighth. For artillery cadets alone, the elements of mechanics. 

a, (The examination on all the foregoing subjects should be more rigid 
for those desiring to enter the artillery than for the officers of cavalry 
or infantry.) 

— Ninth. Tacties: artillery, cavalry, and infantry. 
The cadets designed for the artillery service will be examined rigidly 
- on artillery tactics and upon the general principles of cavalry and 
infantry tactics. Cadets designed for the cavalry will be examined 
strictly on cavalry tactics and « on the general principles of infantry; 
cadets for infantry. service strictly on infantry tactics and the duties 
of company officers. 

Il. The boards of examiners will be detailed from the most compe- | 
tent officers of each arm, serving with armies in the field or in the 
departments, by the gener ‘als commanding, respectively; and the par- 
ticulars of the examinations, with the findings and recommendations 
of the boards, will be forwar ‘ded, through the prescribed channels, to 
the office of the Adjutant and Inspector General. A similar board 
will be organized at the seat of government for the examination of 
such cadets as may present themselves. 

III. Cadets will be notified in advance of the subjects on which 
they will be examined, and. they will be allowed three months prior 
to the examination for prepar ation. 

IV. The boards of examiners will adopt a coefficient for the require- 
ments to be demanded of each cadet, varying with his general merit 
as established by the reports of officers with whom he has served and 
the arm of service to which he belongs. The more the merit, as thus 
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established, and the less scientific the arm, the less should be the 


imperative requirements and the smaller the coefficient. ' 

V. Cadets will be required, before examination, to have served in 
companies in the several arms of service (artillery, cavalry, or infantry) 
as required by law. 


der: . 
Ree : S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES OF VIRGINIA, 
Richmond, March 20, 1868. - 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: : 
GENERAL: I respectfully suggest the necessity of some such gen- 
eral order as that proposed in the inclosed paper in order to preserve 


the organization of the reserve forces. The first paragraph is intended | 


to bring into service many youths who are at home, protected from 
duty with the reserve forces by paragraph III, General Orders, No. 
33, series of 1864, as members of home guard or local defense compa- 
nies. These companies are governed by by-laws of their own making; 
many of them never assemble or perform any service, and none are 
called out except to repel raids in their own vicinity. It is not right 
that these able-bodied youths between seventeen and eighteen years 
of age should be thus virtually excepted from military duty while all 
others of like age and condition are held to the continuous perform- 
ance of arduous field service, and the fact excites just dissatisfaction 
among the Junior Reserves. The second paragraph of the proposed 
order is suggested in order to secure to the reserve forces youths who 
legally belong to the organization and are indispensable to its mainte- 
nance, but are escaping service therein. The reserve forces are all 
organized as infantry, at least in this State, and as such are being 
held to regular service in the field. General Orders, No. 75, series of 
1864, virtually makes them an integral part of the regular forces. The 
boys, being generally averse to infantry service, volunteer, in their 
eagerness to avoid it, in the cavalry and artillery of the regular forces. 
There is no order of the War Department to prevent them from thus 
volunteering upon attaining the age of seventeen years, and many of 
them, to avoid apprehended difficulty, enlist in the regular forces a 
few days before becoming seventeen years old. The act of February 
17, 1864, obviously designed that all youths upon becoming seventeen 
should be enlisted in the reserve forces and retained therewith until 
eighteen years old. Moreover, the reserve organization cannot be 
maintained. It will in a short time become extinct unless such youths 
as a class are enlisted and firmly held initsranks. All are now trans- 
ferred to the regular forces upon becoming eighteen, while compara- 
tively few youths are secured to the reserves upon becoming seventeen. 
The prospect is equally unpromising in respect to the Senior Reserves. 
The courts discharge them upon reaching the age of fifty, while not a 
man is transferred from the active to the reserve forces upon becom- 
ing forty-five. The loss of men from the reserve forces is therefore 
constant and considerable, while the acquisitions are precarious and 
scanty, and the enforcement of existing orders a short time longer 
must extinguish the organization. 

In this connection I respectfully ask that the Honorable Secretary 
of War will reconsider his decision vacating the commissions of all 


7 
7 


Co EDERATE AUTHORITIES. = —-1159 


r ask authority to retain such of these junior officers as prove 
pecially efficient and valuable with the reserves. Probably not 


_ of reserves, and cannot be replaced. Their enlistment as privates in 
the Regular Army would be no appreciable addition to its strength. 
I cannot close this communication without asking attention to the 
_views I have often urged before in favor of changing the orders which 
hold the reserves to regular field service so as to appropriate them to 


declining and enfeebled, the other with immature, physical powers), it 
is vain to expect they can endure the hardships of continuous field sery- 
ice, and experience shows that a short term of such service disorganizes 
them. The Senior Reserves are especially unfit for such service. 
They are generally important business men at home, having estates, 
families, and numerous dependents. They are the valuable pro- 
ducers of the country. Their withdrawal from home seriously lessens 
production, defeats every arrangement for the proper supply of sol- 
diers’ families, dissatisfies their sons in the army, as well as all soldiers 
having unprovided families, and is the potent cause of much of the 
demoralization and desertion among the regular forces. ‘They gener- 
ally have the incipient infirmities of age, cannot stand either drilling 
_ or marching, are always deeply discontented, and sometimes mutinous 
on account of the grievous sacrifices which a separation from their 
homes involves. They are, for all these causes, the least effective 
troops, and when tried at hard service in the field under our most 
experienced and judicious commanders, they melt away like frost- 
work under the sun. Of four battalions tried in the trenches before 
Richmond, four-fifths of the men disappeared in three months by 
reason of death, disease, and desertion. Moreover, the business of 
conseription cannot be properly done, the country can never be 
cleared of the banded deserters who now prowl over it, until the 
reserve forces are allowed to be used for the purpose. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. L. KEMPER, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement. ] 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
March 22, 1865. 


To Adjutant-General for consideration and remarks. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


I. Men of the reserve class will not be allowed to enroll themselves 
in companies for local defense and special service unless found by the 
medical boards to be unfit for field service, and men of the reserve 
class, fit for field service and not specially detailed, who belong to 
such companies, will be forthwith transferred therefrom to the reserve 
forces. Paragraph III, General Orders, No. 33, series of 1864, is 
revoked. 

II. Youths under eighteen years of age are forbidden to be received 
into companies in the regular service, unless assigned thereto by 
order of the generals of reserves. 


of the Junior Reserve class upon attaining the age of eighteen. | 


4 more than twenty of such officers would be thus retained in Virginia. 
_ Their experience and peculiar fitness give efficiency to whole battalions — 


the business of conscription and to local defense and special service. — 
Composed as the reserves are of old men and boys (the one class with © 


\ 


eee rty belonging to the Confederste Gr 
1n; or an ro y On, Dne « ‘ € vl 
on eotviction before the istrict court of the Confederate States hay 
ction of the offense, be fined not exceeding $1,000 and be impr 3¢ 
_ exceeding two years. ‘ Pa 
‘TI. It is made the especial duty of all officers to cause citizen 
negroes violating this law to be arrested and brought before a mag 
trate for trial. Soldiers guilty of the offense will. be returned un 
guard to their commands, with a report of the evidence to sustain t 
charge. — et 
III. A reward of $100 will be paid by the nearest post quartermas- 
ter, on the conviction of any citizen or negro violating this law, to - 
the person who furnished the information that led to his arrest and — 
conviction. — 3 
By order: 


a 


S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


/ 


RICHMOND, VA., March 22, 1866. 
J. D. SHAW, Esq., : 
Greenwood, Carroll County, Miss.: 

My DEAR Sire: A pressure of business has prevented me from 
replying sooner to your letter of September last. Your proposition — 
in regard to negotiating with European powers respecting the slavery 
question has been attentively considered. There would be difficulty, | 
however, in carrying it into effect. In the first place, the Confeder- 
ate Government can make no agreement or arrangement with any | 
nation which would interfere with State institutions, and if foreign 
Governments would consent to interpose in our behalf upon the con- 
ditions stated, it would be necessary to submit the terms to the dif- 
ferent States of the Confederacy for their separate action. — ; 

It cannot be doubted that the obstacle to the recognition of the 
Confederacy has been an unwillingness to be embroiled in a quarrel 
with the United States. If slavery or any other cause had been the 
impediment, our advances to European Governments would have led . 
to the disclosure of their reasons for not acknowledging our inde- 
pendence. As soon as thesé Governments are willing to negotiate 
with us upon terms to which we can honorably accede, the declara- 
tion of their conditions will probably be made known to our commis- 
sioners so that the terms proposed may be submitted to the people, 
States, and Government of the Confederacy. 

With much regard, [remain, very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


‘ERAL ORDEI > Abst. AND Insp. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
oe) (NO. Ie Richmond, Va., March 23, 1865, 

ce i. _The following act of Congress and regulations are published for 
P the information and direction of all concerned: 


AWN ACT to increase the military force of the Confederate States. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That, in order to 

provide additional forces to ee invasion, maintain the rightful possession of 
the Confederate States, secure their independence, and preserve their institutions, 
the President be, and he is hereby, authorized ‘to ask for and accept from the 
owners of slaves, the services of such number of able-bodied negro men as he 
may deem expedient, for and during the war, to perform military service in 
whatever capacity he may direct. 
_ Sec. 2. That the General-in-Chief be authorized to organize the said slaves 
into companies, battalions, regiments, and brigades, under such rules and regu- 
lations as the Secretary of War may prescribe, and to be commanded by such 
officers as the President may appoint. ; ; 

Sec. 8. That while employed in the service the said troops shall receive the 
same rations, clothing, and compensation as are allowed to other troops in the 
_ same branch of the service. 
| Sec. 4, That if, under the previous sections of this act, the President shall note 
be able to raise a sufficient number of troops to prosecute the war successfully 
and maintain the sovereignty of the States and the independence of the Confed- 
erate States, then he is hereby authorized to call on each State, whenever he 
thinks it expedient, for her quota of 300,000 troops, in addition to those subject 
to military service under existing laws, or so many thereof as the President may 
deem necessary to be raised from such classes of the population, irrespective of 
color, in each State, as the proper authorities thereof may determine: Provided, 
That not more than twenty-five per cent. of the male slaves between the ages of 
eighteen and forty-five, in any State, shall be called for under the provisions of 
this act. 

Src. 5. That nothing in this act shall be construed to authorize a change in the 
relation which the said slaves shall bear toward their owners, except by consent 
of the owners and of the States in which they may reside, and in pursuance of the 
laws thereof. ' 

Approved March 13, 1865. 


Il. The reeruiting service under this act will be conducted under 
the supervision of the Adjutant and Inspector General, according to 
the regulations for the recruiting service of the Regular-Army, in so 
far as they are applicable, and except when special directions may 
.be given by the War Department. 

Ill. There will be assigned or appointed for each State an officer 
who will be charged with the collection, enrollment, and disposition 
of all the recruits that may be obtained under the first section of this 
act. One or more general depots will be established in each State 
and announced in orders, and a suitable number of officers will be 
detailed for duty in the staff departments at the depots. There will 
be assigned at each general depot a quartermaster, commissary, and 
surgeon, and the headquarters of the superintendent will be at. the 
principal depot in the State. The proper officers to aid the superin- 
tendent in enlisting, mustering, and organizing the recruits will be 
assigned by orders from this office or by the General-in-Chief. 

IV. The enlistment of colored persons under this act will be made 
upon printed forms, to be furnished for the purpose, similar to those 
established for the regular service. They will be executed in dupli- 
cate, one copy to be returned to this office for file. No slave will be 
accepted as a recruit unless with his own consent and with the appro- 
bation of his master by a written instrument conferring, as far as 
he may, the rights of a freedman, and which will be filed with the 
superintendent. The enlistments will be made for the war, and the 
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effect of the enlistment will be to place the slave in the military serv- 
ice conformably to this act. The recruits will be organized at tl 

camps in squads and companies, and will be subject to the orders of 
the General-in-Chief under the second section of this act. 4 

V. The superintendent in each State will cause a report to be made 
on the first Monday of every month showing the expenses of the 
previous month, the number of recruits at the various depots in the 
State, the number that has been sent away, and the destination of 
each. His report will show the names of all the slaves recruited, 
with their age, description, and the names of their masters. One 
copy will be sent to the General-in-Chief and one to the Adjutant and 
Inspector General. 

VI. The appointment of officers to the companies to be formed of 
the recruits aforesaid will be made by the President. 

VII. To facilitate the raising of volunteer companies, officers 
recruiting therefor are authorized to muster their men into service as 
soon as enrolled. As soon as enrolled and mustered, the men will be 
sent, with descriptive lists, to the depots of rendezvous, at which they 
will be instructed until assigned for service in the field. When the 
organization of any company remains incomplete at the expiration of 
the time specified for its organization, the companies or detachments 
already mustered into service will be assigned to other organizations 
at the discretion of the General-in-Chief. : 

VIII. It is not the intention of the President to grant any authority 
for raising regiments or brigades. The only organizations to be per- 
fected at the depots or camps of instructions are those of companies 
and (in exceptional cases where the slaves are of one estate) of battal- 
ions consisting of four companies, and the only authority to be issued 
will be for the raising of companies or the aforesaid special battalions 
of four companies. All larger organizations will be left for future 
action as experience may determine. 

IX. All officers who may be employed in the recruiting service, 
under the provisions of this act, or who may be appointed to the com- 
mand of troops raised under it, or who may hold any staff appoint- 
ment in connection with them, are enjoined to a provident, consider- 
ate, and humane attention to whatever concerns the health, comfort, 
instruction, and discipline of those troops, and to the uniform observ-. 
ance of kindness, forbearance, and indulgence in their treatment of 
them, and especially that they will protect them from injustice and 
oppression. 

By order: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES, MISSISSIPPI, 

Hnterprise, March 24, 1865. 

General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: Soon after the decision of Chief Justice Handy, of the 
high court of errors and appeal of the State of Mississippi, in the case 
brought before him under writ of habeas corpus of Simmons to test 
the right of Governor Clark to accept into the volunteer service of 
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e men of the ages between eighteen and forty-five years (an 
offi py of which I had the honor to forward for your informa- 
ion), Governor Clark offered to turn over the State troops to the 
Confederate Government with their organization, officers, and men. 
ng no authority to accept these troops in their organized state I 
advised the Governor, and stated to him when they were dis- 
arged or mustered out of the State service they would be liable to 
onscription, and such as were of the military age would be con- 
scripted and assigned to the Army of Northern Virginia. The Gov- 
ernor insisted, as these troops had been in C. S. service for several 
months, and were entitled to pay, they should be mustered for pay- 
ment before being mustered out. I brought this matter to the notice 
of the generals commanding the department and district, and repre- 
sented to them that, as the reserves were assigned to active service 
and not under my control, I had no means of enforcing the conscrip- 
tion. Itwasthen agreed by General Forrest, commanding the district, 
that the State troops should be assembled at Macon to be mustered, 
&c. At an interview with Lieutenant-General Taylor, he suggested 
the expediency of organizing the men of these forces between the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five into a battalion or regiment temporarily 
and subject to your approval. I replied that the orders against new 
- organizations were very stringent and peremptory, and I did not 
believe it would be approved; but, as these men could not at present 
_be forwarded to the Army of Northern Virginia, they might be tempo- 
rarily formed into companies and officers assigned to command them 
for the present emergency. I knew it was the practice when recruits 
or men returning to their commands could not do so, by reason of the 
interruption of the communication by the presencé of the enemy, the 
_ general commanding at the point of interruption organized them into 
companies and temporarily assigned them to duty with his own troops; 
after the emergency was over they went forward to their respective 
commands. I thought the same course might be pursued with these 
troops, but that they should be enrolled at once. I instructed the 
enrolling officer to apply to Lieutenant-General Forrest for authority 
to make the enrollment. I am not advised what course has been 
taken. 

Lieutenant-General Taylor has recently desired me to approve this 
organization, should it be made. This I most respectfully decline as 
I am satisfied it would not be for the good of the service, for the rea- 
son that the men who would compose this organization are from the 
volunteer State forces (who have been avoiding the service from the 
beginning of the war), and if they are placed in a separate command, 
or regiment, and permitted to do duty in this State, they will all the 
time [be] absent from their command without leave and never present 
and fit for duty when required. On the contrary, if they are assigned 
to an old organization, and removed from the State, they will do good 
service, for they do not skulk the service from any fear of the enemy 
but from a love of their ease and comfort and anxiety about their 
families and property. Therefore, when the enemy make an advance 
into the State they leave their colors for home—to take care of the one 
and secure the other. For these reasons I ask instructions to be given 
to the generals commanding the department and district to turn over 
these troops to me, to be conscripted and assigned to the Army of 
Northern Virginia. It is also urged, as a reason for organizing these 
men into regiments to serve in this State, that if an attempt be made 
to conscript they may desert. Some doubtless would desert, but this 


COND eeD STATES OF AMERICA, 
War DEPARTMENT, NITER AND MINING Boe 
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Hon. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 


Secretary of War: 
Str: In a confidential letter of the 10th instant the opinion 
expressed that the supplies of lead, niter, &e., could be maintained 
for a given length of time with the force then assigned to the Bureau. 
Since that time the detailed men both in North Carolina and South- 
west Virginia have been ordered into camp, and the operations of the , 
Bureau in these two States virtually suspended. 4 
T respectfully but earnestly request that these men may be orden 
to their work, otherwise there is no assurance as to the future sup- 
ply of ammunition. If it be deemed absolutely essential that these 
men remain in camp, it is requested thatthe officers of this Bureau ~ 
be allowed to select from their workmen such as are available for 
mnilitary duty and organize them into companies under the district 
officers. This has been done in three cases with great success, and — 
one of the battalions complimented for its gallantry in action. If the — 
men are called out indiscriminately many of them will most certainly — 
desert; they are willing to work, but not to fight. It has been the 
policy of the Niter and Mining Bureau to utilize this class of men. . 
The Bureau officers would select such men as were reliable for mili- ~ 
tary duty and leave the others at work. : 
In any event it is represented that there are certain skilled men 
who should always be left at their work under any call, no matter ’ 
how urgent. ‘The loss of one such man is now serious, and may soon — 
be vital. The inclosed letter from Mr. Hill is one of many on the 1 
same subject, and of like purport. 
Very respectfully, yours, 


RICHARD MORTON, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


[Indorsements. ] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, March 26; 1865. 
Colonel MORTON, ; 
Niter and Mining Bureau: 


The necessity for men in Southwest Virginia seems to be very urgent — 
at this time to meet a force that threatens to destroy the works that 
employ the men. I know that many of them cannot be relied on for 
military service. I cannot make an order, but let Colonel Morton - 
send these papers to the proper officer, who may be able to spare the 
“skilled” men and those who won’t fight but will work. 

ot tgs Ce Tree 
’ ; Secretary of War. * 


- 


- and aimm : y while all avail- 
ould be brought out those absolutely necessary to make 
on must be left at work or the troops can’t fight. It will 
to take only such as can be spared and can be relied on in 
tt! e, pe ecosice. The rest can be organized as local commands 

act with the troops when their work is necessarily suspended. 
y order of General Lee: . 
a C. MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant -Adjutant-General. 

; [Inclosure.] 


NITER AND MINING District No. 7, 
- Abingdon, March 18, 1865. 
_ Lieut. Col. RICHARD Morton: neITES 
Sir: In writing to you officially a few days ago I mentioned that 
my niter employés*had been twice called under arms within the last. 
tendays. They are still held under the control of the military district . 
commandant, and their works are of course entirely stopped. 
From circulars received from the Bureau at the commencement of 
this month, I was induced to believe that there existed a great demand 
for the home production of niter; yet if there is so much greater 
demand for men that the producers are to be taken away from their 
works and held in camp for an indefinite time on every rumor of a 
raid, the Army will be greatly benefited, maybe, if the men are put 
regularly in, and the Niter and Mining Bureau under the present 
state of affairs will lose nothing. © 
I have 14C men, the larger portion of whom are thoroughly worth- 
less tothe Army. On every call I lose some men who go to Kentucky; 
about one-fourth respond, and the balance who do not run off remain 
at home frightened, discouraged, and discontented. I applied to Gen- 
eral Echols for permission to organize my men into a separate and 
independent command. I intended thus to have the power of select- 
ing such men as were available for military duty, and as I could spare. 
He very shortly refused it. I wish to state to you clearly now the posi- 
tion in which we are placed. 

This country is liable to constant and continued raids and rumors of 
raids during the rest of the war. On each call the men are rendered 
more and more unfit for work, and each month can bring me a good 
excuse for non-fulfillment of contract. 

As a body they won’t fight, and yet they will work if let alone. 
They leave their works unprotected, their earth and ore to be wasted; 
they scatter their materials, teams, &c., and when they are allowed 
to return they are disheartened (in dread of a fresh call) from making 
efforts to renew operations. 

These men are wasted to the Government. Hither put them regu- 
larly in the Army, or so many as can be got there, or else let them 
remain with their works under the full assurance that there will be 
no interruption. 

I respectfully request that you will give this matter prompt and 
vigorous attention. This part of Niter and Mining District No. 7 
is in the meantime quietly and inactively awaiting your interference, 

Very respectfully, &c., WM. M. HILL, 
Assistant Superintendent. 
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be made on the Governor of Virginia for negroes to serve as soldiers, 
see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1339. ] 


5 
No. 15. Richmond, Va., March 25, 1868. : 


I. The attention of the Army is directed to the following act of Con-— 
gress, authorizing the consolidation of companies, battalions, and — 
regiments. The casualties of war have reduced many commands 
below the minimum specified in the act, and rendered necessary the 
reorganization of the armies of the Confederacy. The number of 
company and regimental organizations will bé diminished, and a long 
list of valuable and meritorious officers will inevitably lose their com- 
missions; but this can never be a cause for censure or reproach. It 
is a measure demanded by the public interest, and involves no impu- 
tation upon the character or conduct of any officer: é 


GENERAL see: ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


AN ACT to authorize the consolidation of companies, battalieas, and regiments. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That whenever 
any companies which are now in the service shall be so reduced as to number less 
than thirty-two men, rank and file, present and fit for duty, and when it shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of War, or the general commanding 
the department or the army in which said companies may be serving, that they — 
cannot be recruited to that number within a reasonable time, the general com- 
manding said department or army may, under general regulations to be issued by 
the Secretary of War, consolidate such companies. 

Sec. 2. That new companies may be organized from the non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the companies thus consolidated, if they are from the same 
State, having a number, rank and file, not less than sixty-four nor more than one 
hundred and twenty-five, and the commissioned officers of said companies thus 
organized shall be one captain and one first and one second lieutenants, and the 
non-commissioned officers, four sergeants and four corporals. : 

Src. 38. Whenever the consolidation of companies, battalions, and regiments 
shall have been determined upon, in accordance with the provisions of the first 
section of this act, the general commanding the department or separate army in 
which such reduced organizations are serving shall recommend, from the officers 
and men of the several organizations which it is proposed to consolidate, the 
officers for the command of the new organization, who shall forthwith assume the 
respective commands to which they may be assigned by the general commanding 
the department or separate army, subject to the subsequent appointment of the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 4. Officers of the organization consolidated, not selected as officers of the 
new organizations, shall forthwith be notified of the fact, and from that time shail 
be dropped from the rolls. Such officers may, within sixty days after the consoli- 
dation of their command, organize themselves in numbers sufficient to form 
companies, battalions, or regiments, and shall be officered from among themselves, 
by appointment of the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and the generals commanding the armies to which the consolidated organizations 
belong shall afford reasonable facilities for forming such organizations. The 
officers so dropped shall have the privilege of selecting the company and arm of 
the service in which they may desire to serve, whether such company belongs to 
the army with which they are now connected or some other army of the Confed- 
erate States, and shall be entitled to transportation to such company; and failing 
to make such selection, such officers, if liable to military duty, shall be conscribed 
and placed in the service where they may be found; but no officer in the hands of 
the enemy shall be dropped from the rolls by reason of anything contained in this 
section: Provided, That no officer shall be permitted to select a company on the 
opposite side of the Mississippi River from where he is now on duty, unless he 
resides beyond said river. ! 

Sec. 5. That hereafter all vacancies in the office of second lieutenant shall be’ 
filled by selections in the manner pointed out by the third section of this act, and 


ho may have belonged to the disbanded organizations, and who may 
d to the same grade in the new which they held in the old organiza- 
take rank from the date of their first commission or appointment; and 
fter, should the new companies organized under the provisions of this act — 
come reduced in number so as to have less than thirty-two men, rank and file, 
esent and fit for duty, and a vacancy shall occur in the office of second lieuten- 
, the same shall not be filled; and should it be reduced below the number of 
5 een, then a vacancy in the office of first lieutenant shall not be filled. 

_ Sec. 6. That the office of ensign of battalions and regiments is hereby abolished, 
and hereafter the officer commanding a battalion or regiment shall assign, to act 
as color-bearer, a non-commissioned officer or private from his command, who 
may be distinguished for meritorious or soldierly conduct, or for valor or skill; 
-and said non-commissioned officer or private, while so acting, shall receive the 
_ pay of a first lieutenant. 

Sec. 7. The general commanding the department or army shall designate the 
_ names of the battalions or regiments organized under the provisions of this act; 
and the colors of the oldest battalion or regiment forming the new shall be the 
colors of the new organization, and ‘the colors of other battalions and regiments 
_ shall be transmitted by the Secretary of War to the Governors of the respective 
States, with a statement of the battles in which the battalion or regiment to 
which they belong may have borne a part. 

Sec. 8. That all staff, line, and other officers who may not have any command, 
or who may at any time be on duty for a period exceeding thirty days, unless they 
belong to the Invalid Corps, or are prisoners of war, or are sick or wounded, or 
absent by leave of the Secretary of War, or the general commanding the depart- 
ment or army to which they belong, shall be dropped from the rolls and held to 
service as now provided by law: Provided, That the President be, and he is 
herevy, authorized to assign any officer thrown out of command by the operation 
of this act to vacancies in the staff, with the rank previously held by such officers 
in the service. 

SEc. 9. Prisoners of war may, within sixty days after their exchange, avail 
themselves of the provisions of the fourth section of this act, or they may be 
assigned or appointed to vacancies in the new organizations ; and hereafter, when 
commissioned officers of companies, battalions, and regiments may be captured 
by the enemy, the general commanding the department or army to which they 
belong may designate, or the President may appoint other officers to fill their 
places, as provided in this act, to serve with temporary rank and command, to be 
held only until the return of said officers so captured. : 

Sec. 10. When regiments, battalions, or companies shall have been consolidated 
under the provisions of this act, no subsequent consolidation of the same shall be 
made unless by virtue of laws hereafter to be passed. 

Approved February 23, 1865. 


The reorganization will be accomplished according to the following 
regulations: ; 

II. The general commanding a department or separate army is 
charged with the execution of this act at such time as the exigencies 
of the public service and the condition of the troops will justify. He 
will ascertain the companies, battalions, and regiments from the sey- 
eral States in his army or department which do not contain the num- 
ber prescribed in the first section of this act and which cannot be 
recruited to that number in a reasonable time. He will consolidate 
these under the first and second sections of said act, and according 
to the conditions of the same. He will announce such consolidation 
in general orders, designating the names of the new organizations, 
and immediately forward copies to this office. Care will be taken to 
have the names of all men for service transferred from the old rolls 
to the new. 

III. The officers to command the new companies, battalions, and 
regiments will be selected by the commanding general from the offi- 
cers and men belonging to the organizations that have been consoli- 
dated. They will be placed at once in command of the new 
organization, and remain in the positions to which they have been 
assigned, subject to the subsequent appointment of the President, by 
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all the officers of his army or department who are not de 


the department or army. The names will also be announced in ge 


_of this act to designate officers to supply vacancies that may occur in — 


command, except those in the hands of the enemy, and pu 
same in orders. Copies of said orders will be promptly forward 
the Adjutant and Inspector General, who will cause the names o 
such officers to be dropped from the rolls of the Army, to take ef eC 
from the date of the publication of the order at the headquarters | 


eral orders from this office. * 

V. Within sixty days from the publication of the names of said 
officers at the headquarters of the army or department, each officer 
will select and join a company in some branch of the service east of 
the Mississippi River, if he resides and is in service on this side of said 
river, or be subject to conscription wherever he may be found. Such 
officers may, however, form themselves into new organizations, which © 
shall be officered from among themselves by appointment of the 
President. ‘The organization will be conducted under the direction — 
of the general commanding, who is required to afford reasonable - 
facilities. 

VI. The various chiefs of bureaus will furnish to the Secretary of 
War a list of all the officers in their respective departments who | 
become supernumeraries under the eighth section of the act aforesaid, 
in order that their names be dropped from the rolls under the pro- | 
visions of the same. ; 

VII. The office of ensign of battalions and regiments has been. = 
abolished by this act. Their names will be dropped from the rolls — 
from the date of this order. Each ensign will be permitted to select — 
the company to which he desires to attach himself, under the con- — 
ditions contained in paragraph V. = 

VIIl. The commanding general is authorized under the ninth section 


any regiment, battalion, or Company organization by the capture of — 
the officer in command. In all such cases the commanding general 
will promptly communicate to the Department the name of the officer 
so designated. 

IX. The colors of all battalions and regiments which are consoli- _ 
dated, except those selected for the new organizations, will be for-— 
warded to the Adjutant and Inspector General, with a statement of — 
the battles in which the battalion or regiment to which they belong — 

may have participated. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
RICHMOND, VA., March 25, 1865. 
Col. JoHN R. BAYLOR: : 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that you have been appointed. 
a colonel in the Provisional Army of the Confederate States, with 


—— 
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rity to raise a regiment in that portion of the State of Texas in 
= h the conscript law cannot be enforced, and elsewhere of persons 
not liable to military service under that law. 
If the regiment is not complete within four months from the date 
_ of appointment the authority will expire. Deserters and absentees 
_ from other commands will be carefully excluded. When the regi- 
ment is raised it will be mustered into the service for the war, and the 
muster-rolls and the certificates of election of officers forwarded to 
this office for organization in the orders of the War Department 
By command of the Secretary of War. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[MARCH 25 AND 30, 1865.—For Davis to Smith, in relation to raising 
and organizing negro soldiers in Virginia, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, 
Part III, pp. 1348, 1366. | 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

No. 16. Richmond, Va., March 27, 1868. 


I. The attention of officers in the Army is directed to the first see- - 

tion of an act of Congress entitled ‘‘ An act to raise coin for the pur- 

' pose of furnishing necessary supplies for the Army,” approved March 
17, 1865, by which it is provided that purchasers, under that act, of 
cotton or tobacco, shall be authorized to transport the same ‘‘ beyond 
the limits of the Confederate States free from any molestation on the 
part of the authorities of the Confederate States, or the payment of 
any duty except to the extent of one-eighth per cent. now imposed by 
law.” : 

IJ. Allofficers in the Army will, therefore, allow all such cotton and 
tobacco to be transported as aforesaid without restrictions upon per- 
mits for that purpose, granted by the Secretary of the Treasury or such 
officers of his Department as he may authorize to grant the same. 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 72. Richmond, March 27, 1866. 
* * * * * * * 


I. The following schedules of prices for articles named therein, 
adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law, for the State of 
Virginia are published for the information of all concerned, and the 
special attention of officers and agents of the Government is directed 
thereto: 

RicHMOND, VA., March 22, 1865. 
Hon. JoHN C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

Sir: As Congress has repealed portions of former impressment laws relating to 

schedules of prices, and confined their operation to the productions of those 
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a” by the Go 4 we havé thought 1b névieable oo liom 
‘« detailed or exempted” by the Government, we have thoug leto cite 
the late acts of Coes ae the subject for the information of the public and as 
a guide to all impressment. officers. Therefore we invite particular attention to 
the annexed extracts from recent acts of Congress. = : = 

‘As our schedules were designed for the State, the commissioners endeavored,in 

arranging prices, to base them upon what appeared to be a fair average, taking 
all the markets of Virginia into consideration. The varied and conflicting inter- 
ests involved rendered the task imposed upon the commissioners not only cult 
to accomplish, but made it impossible for them to please all parties. Acting under 
laws of Congress, whatever may be our opinions as to their policy, we have and 
will fairly endeavor to observe them : 


‘AN ACT to amend the law in relation to impressments.—_ 


“The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That it shall 
not be lawful to impress any sheep, milch cows, brood mares, stallions, jacks, 
bulls, breeding hogs, or other stock kept or necessary.for raising sheep, hogs, 
horses, mules, or cattle. ; 

“Src. 2, That the term ‘just compensation’ for property impressed or taken 
for public use, whenever the same occurs in any of the acts relating to impress- 
ments, is hereby declared to mean the usual market price of such property at the 
time and place of impressment. 

“Sro. 3. That so much of the fifth section of the act to regulate impressments, 
approved March 26, 1863, as authorizes the board of commissioners appointed by 
the President and Governors of the respective States to fixin advance upon the 
prices to be paid for property impressed or taken for public use, and toagree ~~ 
upon and publish schedules of prices for property so impressed, is hereby repealed : 
Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as prohibit- 
ing said commissioners from fixing upon and publishing schedules of prices to be 
paid by the Government or by the families of soldiers to persons holding exemp- 
tions or details upon conditions which bind such persons to sell to the Govern- 
ment or to families of soldiers at prices fixed by said commissioners. 

“Src. 4. That in all cases of appeals to the board of commissioners, appointed 
by the President and the Governors of the respective States, from the appraise- 
ments of impressed property made by local appraisers, it shall be the duty of said 
commissioners to hear the proofs adduced by the parties as to the usual market 
price of the property at the time and place of impressment, and to assess the 
same according to the testimony submitted in the particular case. On such 
appeals the commissioners shall receive and consider such legal oral testimony as 
may be offered, and also affidavits or depositions of competent witnesses taken 
before and certified by any justice of the peace, or judge, or clerk of any court of 
record. Witnesses examined before such board may be sworn by either of the 
commissioners. Where the appeal is taken by the impressing officer, and the same 
is not brought to a hearing, and a final award in the case made by the commis- 
sioners within ninety days after the date of the original appraisement, such appeal 
shall be considered as abandoned and shall not be afterward heard, and the 
original appraisement shall be treated as final and conclusive. 

** Approved March 18, 1865. 

““A true copy: 

“JAMES M. MATTHEWS, 
“Law Clerk.” 


“AN ACT toamend an act entitled ‘An act to regulate impressments,’ approved March 26, 1863, as 
amended by the act approved February 16, 1864. 


‘‘ The Congress of the Confederate States of America do. enact, That the act 
entitled ‘An act to regulate impressments,’ approved March 26, 1863, as amended 
by the act approved February 16, 1864, be so amended that in all cases where 
property shall be impressed for the use of the Army it shall not be necessary to pay 
the price at the time of impressment, when the parties from whom such property is 
impressed shall refuse to receive therefor certificates of indebtedness issued under 
authority of the act entitled ‘An act to reduce the currency and to authorize a 
new issue of notes and bonds,’ approved February 17, 1864, but the same shall be. 
paid as soon as practicable thereafter. = 

‘¢ Approved March 18, 1865. 

“A true copy: 

“JAMES M. MATTHEWS, 
“Law Clerk.” 
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SCHEDULE B.—Hire of labor, teams, wagons, and drivers. 
Labor. Quantity and time. | Price. 
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owner. 
8 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government ....----...--.'..... does ras 25. 00 
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owner. 
10 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government ..........-....--- 35. 00 
11 | Hire of laborer; rations furnished by owner. .-.-.--.-.-....-.-.--- 8. 00 
12 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government .............---.- 4.00 
13 | Hire of same; rations and clothing furnished by owner..--....--- 185. 00 
14 | Hire of same; rations furnished by the Government .......-.-..-. 100. 00 
15 | Hire of teamsters; rations furnished by the Government ..-...... 100. 00 
16 | Hire of laborer; clothing and rations furnished and taxes paid by 500. 00 
Government. 
17 | Hire of ox-cart, team, and driver; rations furnished by owner... -.| 30. 00 
18 | Hire of same; rations furnished by Government.......-...--..--- 15. 00 


Revision of the Schedules of February and March last. 


Since the adoption of our schedules for the months of February and March last 
the financial bills passed by Congress taxing the currency had seriously impaired 


the value of the old issues of Confederate Treasury notes. At this juncture large 
numbers of horses and mules were impressed and paid for 


was in a few days thereafter to be taxed 334 per cent. 

The Board of State Commissioners having adjourned and one of its members 
being out of the State, it could not be convened in time to review our schedules 
of prices. Under this state of facts we have re-examined and rearranged our 
tariff of prices, so far as we have been advised of recent impressments, proposing 
in this mode to remedy any diminution of valuation which may have occurred 


from the action of Congress u 
value of artillery or wa 


in a currency which 


pon the currency. Therefore we assess the average 
gon horses or mules impressed since the passage of the 


currency bill of the 17th of February last at $600. This award will entitle each 
person to receive a higher compensation accordingly as each horse or mule 
recently impressed may be considered as being a first, second, or third class artillery 


F 
4 
’ 
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orse or mule, whether the parties appeal to our Board or not, ana the 
agents and officers should forthwith call on all those persons of whom 
impressed horses or mules and propose a settlement upon the foregoing 


The impressing officers in those instances where there were no arbitrators or 
local appraisements for horses or mules impressed should in all such cases them- 
selves re-estimate the value of horses or mules thus impressed and allow in each 
case such additional compensation as would, within the limits of our schedule 
rates, appear just and proper. But if after this revaluation and settlement any 
person should not be satisfied the party could then appeal to our Board and have 
the case reconsidered. 

All appeals and communications for the Board of Commissioners should be 
addressed, postpaid, Mr. D. K. Whitaker, secretary of the Board; Box 995, Rich- 
mond post-office, Va. 

- The next meeting of the Board will be held the 2d day of May next in the city 


of Richmond. 
E. W. HUBARD, 
ROBT. GIBBONEY, 
Commissioners of Virginia. 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
— Richmond, Va., March 27, 1866. 


Brig. Gen. A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose to you copies of a memoran- 
dum from the President and of a letter from the Secretary of War, 
to the main points of which, in so far as they are applicable to your 
Bureau, I am directed to invite your attention. 

You will please classify the officers of your department according 
to their respective grades, and in the order of relative rank, with a 
view to selections for the different commands and promotions founded 
upon capacity and services. You will accompany the list, which will 
be sent to this office, with such necessary information, in brief, and 
your opinion, as will facilitate the selection. You will include in the 
list (making the necessary distinction) such officers of the C. 8. Army 
as may properly belong to your department. : 

A general order embodying these regulations and announcing the 
operation of the several acts will be published in a few days, but it 
is hoped that by promptness in the above particulars the Department 
may be able to anticipate the demands for promotion from the differ- 
ent sources interested. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


: riecineiee No: LJ BS). : Pais 
WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, Va., March 24, 1868. : 


General COOPER, 
ae Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: I have had a conference to-day with the President in 


reference to the general staff. It was desired to confer with you, but 


you happened to be absent. The inclosed memorandum in the hand- 


writing of the President is, so far as it goes, the result of the confer- 
ence. Please classify the officers of the Adjutant and Inspector 


The principles laid down in the memorandum 
idea of promotion upon the recommendations of general officers in 
proper cases. Hence, if you see no objection, it may be well for you to 
recommend the promotion of the officers named in the inclosed com- 
munication of General R. E. Lee, upon the ground of merit and serv- 


do not exclude the 


General’s Department according to their respective grades and in the “a 
order of rank, with a view to selections for the different commands, 


and promotions founded upon capacity and services. 


ices, although there may be available officers of adequate rank ~ 


unassigned. 

Please issue a circular to the chiefs of the several staff departments, 
embracing the points in this and the memorandum of the President, 
and applying them to their several corps. 

Please confer with me personally so soon as this work is completed. 

The papers in relation to General Buckner’s staff are inclosed for 
reconsideration. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN ©. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 
MEMORANDUM. 


The act of June 14, 1864, establishes the general staff as a corps 
and provides for promotions or selections, and renders the post or 
duty of a staff officer purely a matter of assignment. It allows a cer- 
tain grade of staff officers to correspond with the grade of the general 
with whom they are serving, and a certain number of staff officers, 
but authorizes the increase or reduction of the number. 

The act of March 11, 1865, repeals certain provisions as to both 
grade and number. 

To carry out the first and main provision, promotions cannot be 
made to depend upon the officer with whom a staff officer is serving 
by assignment. The selections for promotion must be made in the 
usual mode of determining merit. The number of colonels, for 
instance, in the Adjutant-General’s Department will be made equal 
to the number of appropriate places for the assignment of adjutants- 
general with the rank of colonel. From these, generals entitled to 
an adjutant-general of that grade may select for his staff. If any 
general prefers an adjutant-general who has a lower grade, he should, 
as a general rule, be indulged in that preference. No promotion, 
however, will be derivative from his selection. So of other depart- 
ments of the general staff. 


he general staff other than aides-de-camp will not fol- 
chief when he may receive a new assignment or promotion. 
y careful selections it will be made the interest of a general to 

fficers of the highest grade allowed, and such will probably be 
e usual practice; but when it may be otherwise a staff officer may 
assigned. to a general of less grade than that corresponding to 
own. 


x _ [Marcu 27, 1865.—For Lee to Breckinridge, in relation to raising | 
negro troops, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1356. ] 


CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, 
WAR DEPARTMENT, NITER AND MINING BUREAU, | 
Richmond, March 28, 1868. 
General R. E. LEE, 


Commanding C. S. Armies: 


GENERAL: I inclose the original and a copy of a letter addressed to 
the Secretary of War, with an indorsement from him which directs 
- me to refer it to the commanding officers.* These duplicates are sent 
_with the request that if meeting your approval one may be forwarded 
to General Johnston and the other to the officer commanding in South- - 
west Virginia. 

If this call for detailed men is made general, two-thirds of them 
will be lost to the service entirely; they will desert rather than go into 
the Army. If the Bureau officers, however, are ‘allowed to select the 
reliable men as many will be secured for the field as by making the 
call general, and the balance will remain at work, which is of the 
utmost importance now. There are many skilled men and founders, 
keepers, miners, &c., about the furnaces and mines, whose places 
cannot be supplied; heretofore they have been exempt under all calls. 

In this connection I would respectfully call your attention to the 
fact that the Wythe Lead Mines are vital to the future conduct of the 
war. Owing to the damage done the works last December by the 
raiding party under Stoneman no lead has been received from Wythe 
for some months, and during this time all the surplus heretofore accu- 
mulated has been worked up. Operations were resumed, however, on 
the 22d of this month, and the lead for the opening campaign must 
come from these mines. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
RICHARD MORTON, 
Colonel and Chief of Bureau. 


[Indorsement. ] 
HEADQUARTERS C. 8. ARMIES, 
March 29, 1868. 


Respectfully referred to General J. E. Johnston. 

The need of ammunition is as great as the need of men. It is neces- 
sary to have such men as are absolutely required to make ammuni- 
tion. The best for service, and such as can be spared, will be selected 


*See March 24, p. 1164. 
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by the officers of the Bureau. Skilled men for mining, smelting, &c., ; 
are absolutely necessary. Those who remain at work can be organ- 
ized as local troops, and can be used when they cannot work. 


By order of General Lee: ~ C, MARSHALL, 2 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 73. Richmond, March 28, 1865. 4 
Ok * * * * * * 
X. The organization known as the Foreign Battalion will be here- 
after designated the Eighth Confederate Battalion Infantry. 7 
* * * * * . * 7 


By command of the Secretary of War: 


* 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 17. Richmond, Va., March 29, 1865. 


I. The following act of Congress, abolishing the Bureau of Con- 
scription, is published, as amended by the subsequent act of March 
17, 1865, for the information of general officers commanding reserves 
in the several States, and of all officers and others now upon conscript 
service under the orders of the late Bureau of Conscription: 


AN ACT to regulate the business of conscription. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the general 
officers commanding the reserves in each State shall be charged with the duty of 
directing and controlling the enforcement of the laws relating to conscription, 
exemption, and details therein; that the said officers shall report to the Secretary 
of War, through the Adjutant and Inspector General, who shall assign an assist- 
ant adjutant-general in his office to the special duty of receiving and arranging 
all returns, and discharging such other duties as may be necessary in the enforce- 
ment of the conscription acts. : 

SEC. 2. That all applications for exemption and detail, except as hereinafter 
provided, shall be decided by the general officers having charge of the business of 
conscription in the several States. Appeals may be taken from their decisions to 
the Secretary of War, but during the pendency of such appeals the appellants 
shall be liable to military service. 

Sec. 3. That there shall be assigned from the Invalid Corps, or from officers 
certified by the proper medical boards to be unfit for active service in the field, a 
sufficient number of enrolling officers, who shall report to and be under the 
immediate direction and control of the general officers conducting the business of 
conscription in the several States. 

Sec. 4. That all conscripts shall be examined by the medical boards of the Army 
after joining the commands in the field to which they may be respectively 
assigned ; and every discharge granted by an Army medical board shall be final, 
and shall relieve the party from all military service in the future, when the dis- 
ability is permanent and the cause of it is set forth in the certificate of discharge. 

Sec. 5. a That if any conscript shall furnish to the enrolling officer of his county 
a certificate, under oath, from a respectable physician or from any Army surgeon, 
that he is unable to travel to the command to which he may be assigned, without 
serious prejudice to his health, or that he is seriously maimed or manifestly unfit 


aAmendatory. Approved March 17, 1865. 
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or field service, or shall present to such an enrolling officer a certificate of dis- 
charge on account of jeneeaee disability heretofore granted, a furlough shall 
ag ee to him until the next meeting of the medical board, oneintatt er pro- 
vide: or. ‘ 
Sec. 6. That there shall be assigned to each Congressional district a medical 
board, consisting of three surgeons, two of whom shall be Army surgeons, who, 
after due notice of the time and place of their meeting, shall visit each county of 
the district at least once in three months, and shall examine, for discharge or 
recommendation for light duty, all conscripts who have been furloughed under 
the provisions of the preceding section. Hvery discharge granted by the said 
medical board shall be final, and shall relieve the party from military service in 
the future, when the disability is permanent and the cause of it is set forth in 
the certificate. 

Sec. 7. bIt shall be the duty of all officers and others employed in the military 
service of the Confederate States, and not actually in the field nor attached to 
any army in the field, including quartermasters and commissaries, commanders 
of posts, provost-marshals, officers of the Ordnance, Niter and Mining, and Medi- 
cal Bureaus, and others, to make certified returns under oath, every two months, 
to the nearest conscript officer, of the names, ages, and physical condition of all 
persons employed in their service, which returns shall be forwarded to the general 
officer controlling conscription in the State. 

Sec. 8. That for the enforcement of the duties imposed by this act upon the 
general officers controlling conscription in the several States, they may employ 
such detachments of the reserve forces as they may deem necessary. 

Sec. 9. That the Bureau of Conscription and the camps of instruction are hereby 
abolished, and all rules and regulations of the War Department inconsistent with 
this act are hereby abrogated. 

Approved March 7, 1865. 


II. The duties in connection with the enforcement of the conscrip- 
tion laws devolved by this act upon the Bureau of the Adjutant and 
Inspector General will be performed through an officer of that 
Bureau, to be styled the ‘‘ Officer of Conscription.” All reports and 
returns from generals of reserves, and all other official correspondence 
relating thereto, will be addressed to the Adjutant and Inspector 
General, and will, in all cases, be legibly indorsed upon the envelopes 
** Conscription Service.” 

III. Commandants of conscripts, district inspectors, and enrolling 
officers will at once report to the general commanding reserves in 
their respective States, and all officers on conscript duty in localities 
not embraced within the commands of generals of reserves will report 
by letter to this office, indorsed on the envelope as above, inclosing a 
copy of their orders and stating specifically the duty to which they 
have been assigned. 


x 
§ 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 18. Richmond, Va., Marck 30, 1865. 


I. Paragraph II, General Orders, No. 6, current series, is hereby 
revoked, and Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles, Provisional Army, C. 8., is 
constituted Commissary-General of Prisoners, and will at once enter 
upon his duties as designated in paragraphs I, II, and ILI, General 
Orders, No. 84, of 1864. te 

II. Paragraph IX, General Orders, No. 10, current series, is amended 
so as to read: 

Persons arriving at the age of eighteen years, and all others in the 
reserve forces, not disabled for active duty, who are within the con- 


bSection 6 repealed by amendatory act, approved March 17, 1865. 
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script ages, will be turned over to enrolling officers for assignment to- 
infantry companies in the general service. The fact of their holding 
commissions does not preclude the operations of this order. = 

Generals of reserves and inspectors are required to enforce this 
order. 

III. Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 83, of 1864, is amended so to 
embrace commissioned officers within its provisions. 

IV. It having been represented to the Department that officers and 
persons authorized to raise local organizations and companies within 
the enemy’s lines are abusing their authority by receiving deserters 
into their companies and giving encouragement to desertion in order 
to fill up their commands, the attention of officers and soldiers is 
therefore especially directed to the following Articles of War, to wit: 

Arr. 22. No non-commissioned officer or soldier shallenlist himself in any other 
regiment, troop, or company without a regular discharge from the regiment, 
troop, or company in which he last served, on the penalty of being reputed a 
deserter and suffering accordingly. And in case any officer shall knowingly 
receive and entertain such non-commissioned officer or soldier, or shall not, after 
his being discovered to be a deserter, immediately confine him and give notice 
thereof to the corps in which he last served, the said officer shall by a court-mar- 
tial be cashiered. : 

Art. 23. Any officer or soldier who shall be convicted of having advised or 
persuaded any officer or soldier to desert the service of the Confederate States, 


shall suffer death or such other punishment as shall be inflicted upon him by the 
sentence of a court-martial. 


All persons violating these articles will be promptly arrested and 
brought to trial by court-martial, and, if the practice referred to is not 


at once discontinued, authorities to raise such commands will be sum- 
“marily revoked. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. | 


By order: 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
CIRCULAR LETTER. | CONSCRIPT OFFICE, 


Richmond, Va., March 31, 1868. 
Enrolling officers are hereby instructed not to interfere with parties 
detailed to the Navy Department whose details expire on or about the 
1st of April, as it is impracticable on the part of said Department to 
apply immediately for renewals. 
Application for renewal will, however, be made, and until further 
orders are issued the above-named parties will remain unmolested. 
By order of Lieut. Col. J, C. Shields, commandant: 
J. H. BINFORD, 
Ineutenant and Adjutant. 


_ [Aprit 1, 1865.—For Davis to Lee, in relation to measures for rais- 
Ing negro troops, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, p. 1370. ] 


HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES, VIRGINIA, 


Apri 1, 1865. 
General 8. COOPER, Z 


Adjutant and Inspector General: 


es I respectfully ask instructions upon the following 
points: 

First. Shall I continue to hold men to service after they attain the 
age of fifty years? The existing orders, verbally communicated to 


e Assistant Secretary of War, require me to do so. While 
is differ, most of them discharge men upon becoming fifty 
f age upon writs of habeas corpus. 
ond. Does the act of February 17, 1864, hold to service during 
: ar all men who were on that day under fifty years of age; or 
does it mean simply to hold to service those who are under fifty at 
e dates at which they are respectively liable to enrollment? To. 
strate: A member of the Legislature who will go out of commis- 
m on the Ist of July next will then be fifty years of age, but was 
under that age on the 17th of February, 1864. Shall he be held to 
_ service? Another member will then be forty-five years of age. Is 
he to be held to service as a reserve, or does the fact that he was 
_ under forty-five on the 17th of February, 1864, make it proper to 
~ assign him to the regular forces ? 
: Third. Am I to allow any details to men between forty and forty- 
_ five years of age on grounds of public and private necessity? Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 77, series of 1864, revokes all such details, and 
impliedly forbids any such to be granted. It is understood that a 
recent law, which has never been published in orders, authorizes the 
_ Executive to grant details to men between forty and forty-five years 
of age on the grounds mentioned. 
E Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. J. L. KEMPER, 
Major-General. 


[APRIL 4, 1865.—For address of Jefferson Davis to the people of 
the Confederate States of America, see Series I, Vol. XLVI, Part III, 
p. 1382. ] 


- HEADQUARTERS RESERVE FORCES, MISSISSIPPI, 
eee Enterprise, April 5, 1868. 
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR, 
Comdg. Dept. of Mississippi and Alabama, Macon, Miss.: 
GENERAL: I have this day forwarded to you the application for the 
return of 107 men belonging to the different companies of the reserve 
forces who have deserted their colors and joined other commands. 
This is a growing evil and is very detrimental to discipline and order, 
tending to demoralize the whole force and render it worthless as a 
separate organization. I have not the slightest objection to assign or 
transfer to the general service the youths now over eighteen years, 
and as they pass that age, but cannot do so without instructions from 
the Honorable Secretary of War, for which I have applied. ‘The gen- 
eral orders against officers receiving deserters knowingly are very 
stringent, and I have unofficial notice of a captain of the reserves 
being cashiered under that charge, at which I was rejoiced. I feel 
that it is due to the good of the service that the same rule should goy- 
ern or prevail in regard to the officers of the general service. I have 
the honor, general, most respectfully to ask your especial attention 
to this gross breach of discipline. If you deem it advisable, and 
have these papers returned, I will have charges preferred. _ 
IT have the honor to be, with great regard, your obedient servant, 
W. L. BRANDON, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


\ 
1180 CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 

FIDENTIAL. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
ae Milledgeville, April 7, 1865. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES: 

GENERAL: I agree with you fully in opinion on the blockade ques- 
tion, and inform you in this confidential manner that the cotton is to 
be carried down by the State on her steamers and sold to persons who 
have authority from the United States Government to purchase, and 
sell us in exchange necessaries which we cannot do without. It is 
also the policy in this way to accumulate some funds abroad to pay 
for soldiers’ clothing, &c. I have the authority of the Legislature of 
my State for this. Members of Congress tell me that a late act of 
Congress gives the same authority, and the President has directed 
General Cobb to grant permits, if necessary, on my certificate. I 
am glad you take what I consider the true view.of this question, and 
will be much obliged by any aid you may afford.me. 

The portion of your letters which relates to militia will be refor- 
warded to Adjutant-General Wayne for reply. 

Iam, general, very truly, &c., 
JOSEPH E. BROWN. 


| APRIL 8, 1865.—For Smith to Pike and others, in relation to form- 
ing an alliance with the Comanche and other wild tribes of Indians, 
to enable the Confederate Government to use them as auxiliaries, see 
Series I, Vol. XLVIII, Part I, pp. 1266-1271. | 


DANVILLE, VA., April 9, 1868. 
President J. DAVIs: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In obedience to your request I have the honor to 
submit the following statement: 

On the 21st of March, 1865, Mr. McKnight, of the Alabama Reserves, 
presented a permit to General Hodge for his indorsement and orders 
for a guard to escort 1,666,666% pounds of cotton through the District 
of Southwest Mississippi and East Louisiana, for the purpose of pur- 
chasing and getting out medical supplies for Surgeon Potts, C. S. 
Army, at Montgomery. I have been informed that Mr. McKnight is 
associated in this contract with a detailed man, a clerk of Captain 
Gillaspie, assistant quartermaster, at Montgomery. Said clerk was 
arrested at Jackson, Miss. (I have forgotten his name), about the 19th 
of March, for stealing and running off with $133,000 of Mr. D. H. 
Mark’s money, and converted the same into gold. His wife has gone 
into the enemy’s lines since. I informed Mr. McKnight that the Gov- 
ernment had no cotton in that district. He replied that that made no 
difference, as he would purchase cotton. I have been very active as 
Inspector watching all movements of the enemy, and especially of 
cotton and goods, since early in December last, and have never known 
but of one wagon load of medical supplies being received and shipped 
to Doctor Potts, and then Mr. Granville White (his agent near Bayou 
Sara) shipped without a permit thirty or thirty-six bales of cotton to 
pay for the same, and some whisky, of which he sold four or five 
barrels at Woodville for $14 per gallon, in greenbacks, to a Mr. Frank- 
enthaul, for I saw the bill. Rumor also says he received as medical 
supplies coffee, flour, soap, &e., all of which were sold. Mr. G. White 


‘EDERATE AUTHORITIES. 


¢ and sent to department headquarters, and soon after I 
vy him back, having been released. This is but one of the many 
s of fraud practiced on the Government, and which I was break- 


y up. 
Mr. Deynoodt, Belgian consul, is nowshipping 10,000 bales of cotton, 
and hundreds of people are trying to and are shipping in his name, 
although I know it is without his knowledge. It will require the 
- entire attention of one responsible officer and several attendants to 
prevent these shipments and see that the guards and pickets do not 
take bribes and pass more than the order calls for. This has been 
my especial duty since I was ordered by the Honorable Secretary of 
War to report to General Hodge. There are many families living 
_ near the river with many slaves on their plantations doing little or 
- nothing but stealing, as they are not able to clothe and feed them. 
_ These parties have made repeated application to ship a few bales of 
cotton and buy supplies, but the general’s orders were such that he 
could not permit it, and they are nightly running cotton through. 
Many negroes are running to keep from our conscript officers, and 
some are volunteering. 
3 In closing my report, Mr. President, permit me to ask a favor. As 
: the plans submitted to you last March by General Polk and myself 
were not approved, I renew the proposition in a different light. Iam 
an old naval officer, and found when I captured the iron-clad Indi- 
anola that it would be an easy thing’ to capture more. I would 
respectfully ask that I may now be allowed to raise a battalion of 
volunteer officers of the Navy and Army who are off of duty, and 
with 1,000 bales of cotton at my command I will pledge myself to 
capture and destroy most if not all the vessels in the Mississippi 
River and get your army across the river. It can be done with a gal- 
lant little band of men, and by surprising them, as they are not so 
vigilant now as formerly; and boats going up and down the river, by 
giving a signal, run up alongside of their quarter, where they can be 
easily surprised and captured. 
Praying, Mr. President, that you will excuse the liberty taken and 
‘give me a favorable answer to my plan, I beg to subscribe myself, 
your most obedient servant, 
FRED. B. BRAND, 
LTieutenant-Colonel, Miles (Louisiana) Legion. 


~ , {Indorsement.] 


APRIL 10, 1865. 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL: 

The within report in regard to frauds in the matter of exporting 
cotton requires attention. It would be well to communicate with the 
commanding generals, &e. 

The proposition to employ officers ‘‘off of duty” can be better esti- 
mated by you than myself. It seems designed for temporary service. 
The law authorizing supernumerary officers to organize themselves 
implies permanence. as 


[APRIL 15, 1865.—For Brown to Smith, ordering out all men in 
Georgia who can bear arms, whether in the State or Confederate 
service, see Series I, Vol. LU, Part II, p. 813. ] 


refusal of President Davis to give the rOVErNK hor 
Confederate forces who may be in Virginia, see Series | 


Part U, p. 1069.) = 


nd 


Consolidated abstract from the latest returns of the Confederate Army, 1865. 


[Compiled from such returns as are on file in the War Department.] 


. 
} 
iY 
f i 


A ate present 
sagt absent 


Command. 


Army of Northern Virginia (Lee). -..-..--.---- 

Department of Western Virginia and East 
Tennessee a (Echols). 

Department of Richmond (Ewell). -.-..--.----- 

Department of North Carolinab (Bragg) -.--.- 

Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and 
Floridab (Hardee). 

Army of Tennesseec (Johnston).--...-..----- 

Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Kast Louisianad (Taylor). 

Western District of North Carolina (Martin) .. 

Trans-Mississippi Departmente (E. K. Smith) - 


Present for duty. 


15, 295 
9, 205 


~ 1,433 
28) 107 


116, 751 


e/ 


> 


Aggregate present. 


20, 829 
12, 040 


1,745 | 


43, 054 


160, 198 


160, 411 
10, 064 


Feb. 20, 1865 


Feb. 28, 1865 


Mar. 20,1865. 


Apr. 17,1865 
ar. 10, 1865 


Mar. 10, 1865 
Dec. 31, 1864 


a Exclusive of the Tenth Kentucky Cavalry, Seventh Confederate Battalion, and Thirteenth Vir- 


ginia Battalion (Reserves), not reported. 


6 Embodied in the return of the Army of Tennessee for April 17, 1865, except that portion of — 


Hardee’s command in Florida under Jones, for which there are no returns in 1865. 
c Exclusive of the cavalry, which had, April 7, 1865, an effective total of 5,090; total present, 6,726; 
aggregate present, 7,183. See also other explanatory notes attached to return printed in Series I, Vol. 


LVII, Part III, p. 808. 


d There are no returns of any troops in this department for 1865, except the District of the Gulf 


(Maury), which is here given. 


e These figures are taken from latest return on file (December 31, 1864). 


deficiencies, see abstract for December, 1864, p. 989. 


Proclamation of Governor Brown. 


For an explanation of its 


A PROCLAMATION TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. 


The magnitude of events that have occurred since your late 
adjournment and are now transpiring in our public affairs, affecting 


as they do so seriously the safety, security, and welfare of the people ~ 


of the State, render it highly proper and expedient that the General 
Assembly should be in session again at an early day to consider of 
the existing state of things and to provide the best means which they 
in their wisdom may be able to devise for meeting the exigencies of 


the times. 


The two most distinguished generals of the Confederacy, com- 
manding the armies upon which we mainly relied for the defense and 
maintenance of our cause, having been compelled by overwhelming 


zi 1me: } 
and. preserve order, and save re aie can 


lization. 


nt month. 


a e therefore hereby required to convene in extraordinary. Se 
at the capitol in Milledgeville on Monday, the 22d day of this 


_& ven under my ane and the great seal at the eanlial of the State = 


id. ey of Mays 1865. 


JOSEPH E. BROWN. | 


ipal officials of the War Department and its bureaus from January i 1864, 


to close of the war. 


[Compiled from official records. ] 


SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Pianos A. Seddon. 
Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, from 
% February 6, 1865. 


_ ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR. 


‘Sohn A. Campbell. 


CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF WAR. 
Robert G. H. Kean. 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL. 


General Samuel Cooper. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 


Brig. Gen. Alexander R. Lawton. 


——— 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE. 


Col. Lucius B. Northrop. 
Brig. Gen. Isaac M. St. John, from Feb- 
ruary 16, 1865. 


SURGEON-GENERAL. 
Surg. Samuel P. Moore. 


CHIEF OF ENGINEER BUREAU. 


Lieut. Col. Alfred L. Rives (acting), to 
March 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Martin L. Smith, to April, 


1864. 
Col. Alfred L. Rives (acting), from 
April, 1864. 


CHIEF OF ENGINEER BUREAU—Ccont’d. 


Maj. Gen. Jeremy F. Gilmer, from 
June, 1864. 


CHIEF OF BUREAU OF ORDNANCE. 


Col. Josiah Gorgas. (Was promoted to 
brigadier-general November 10, 1864.) 


SUPERINTENDENT OF NITER AND MINING 
BUREAU. 


Lieut. Col. Isaac M. St. John (promoted 
to colonel June 15, 1864), to February 
16, 1865. 

Col.’ Richard Morton, from February 
22, 1865. 


COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
S. S. Scott. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSCRIPTION. 


Brig. Gen. John S. Preston. (Was pro- 
moted from colonel to brigadier-gen- 
eral June 10, 1864. During intervals 
of temporary absence of the superin- 
tendent the Bureau was in charge of 
Col. Thomas P. August, Lieut. Col. 
George W. Lay, or Capt. C. B. Duf- 
field.) 

The Bureau of Conscription was dis- 
continued by act of Congress of March 


| 17, 1865. 


CHIEF OF SIGNAL CORPS. 
Maj. William Norris. 


coeptiea from official ati ] 


ee 
PRESIDENT. c 


Jefferson Davis, February 18, 1861, 
and February 22, 1862. 


3 VICE-PRESIDENT. 


- Alexander H. Stephens, February 18, 
1861, and February 22, 1862. 


SECRETARY OF STATE. 


Robert Toombs, February 21, 1861. 

Robert M. T. Hunter, July 25, 1861, 
to February 17, 1862. 

William M. Browne (ad interim). 

Judah P, Benjamin, March 18, 1862. 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 
Judah P. Benjamin, February 25, 
1861. 
Thomas Bragg, November 21, 1861. 
Thomas H. Watts, March 18, 1862. a 
Wade Keyes (ad interim). 
George Davis, January 2, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


Christopher G. Memminger, Febru- 
ary 21, 1861. 


SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY: = 


George A. Trenholm, July 18, 


SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


ar,” 


Stephen R. Mallory, March 4, 1861. = 


POSTE AST ES a 


Henry T. Ellet, enter 25, 1861 4 


ee appointmen: nt). 
John H. Reagan, March 6, Boul 


SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Leroy P. Walker, February 21, 1861, 
to Sentai: 16, 1861. 

Judah P. Benjamin, November 21, 
1861. (Was also acting from Septem- 


ber 17, 1861, to November 21, 1861, and © 


: 
| 


from March 18, 1862, to March 23, 1862. }3a 


Brig. Gen. George W. Randolph, 
March 18, 1862. 

Maj. Gen. Gustavus W. Smith 
aioned tease arity): November 17, 1 62. 

James A, Seddon, November 21 1862. 

Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, Feb- 
ruary 6, 1865. 


CONGRESSES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES. 


[Compiled from official records. ] 


PROVISIONAL CONGRESS. 


First session. 


Assembled at Montgomery, Ala., February 4, 1861. 


to meet second Monday in May. 


Adjourned March 16, 1861, 


Second session (called). 


Met at. Montgomery, Ala., April 29, 1861. 


Adjourned May 21, 1861. 


Third session. 


Met at Richmond, Va., July 20, 1861. 


Adjourned August 31, 1861. 


Fourth session (called). 


Met at Richmond, Va., September 3, 1861. 


Adjourned same day. 


Fifth session. 


Met at Richmond, Va., November 18, 1861. 


Adjourned February 17, 1862. 


aThe date when Watts ceased to 
definitely fixed by the records. 
December 2, 1863. 


perform duty as Attorney-General is not 
He was inaugurated as Governor of Alabama 


=? Second session. 
naw Va. Spies 18, 1862. _ Adjourned October 18, 1862. 


4 Third session. — 
hmond, Va., January 12, 1863. Adjourned May 1, 1863. 


Cur session. 


SECOND CONGRESS. 


First session. 


= Met at Richmond, Va., May 2, 1864. Adjourned June 14, 1864. 


ae 2 Second session. 


Met at Richmond, Va., November 7, 1864. Adjourned March 18, 1865. 


Members of the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States from February 4, 


1861, to February 17, 1862. 


[Compiled from official records. ] 


ALABAMA, 


Richard W. Walker. 
Robert H. Smith. 


- Jabez L. M. Cu 


William P. Chileon: 
Stephen F’. Hale. 
Colin J. McRae. 
Jobn Gill Shorter. 
Thomas Fearn. a 
David P. Lewis. a 
Nicholas Davis, b 
H.C. Jones. b 
Cornelius Robinson. e¢ 


ARKANSAS. 


Robert W. Johnson. d 
Albert Rust. d 

Hugh F, Thomason. d 
W.W. Watkins. d 
Augustus H. Garland. d 


FLORIDA. 


J. Patton Anderson. e 
James B. Owens. 
Jackson Morton.f 
George T. Ward. g 
John P, Sanderson. h 


GEORGIA. 


Robert Toombs. 
Howell Cobb. ‘ 
Francis 8. Bartow.7 
Martin J. Crawford. 
Eugenius A. Nisbet. 
Benjamin H. Hill. 
Augustus R. Peart 
Thomas R. R. Cobb. 
Augustus H. Kenan. 
Alexander H. Stephens. 
Thomas M. Foreman.j 
Nathan Bass. k 


a Admitted February 8, 1861; resigned 
April 29, 1861. 

5 Admitted April 29, 1861. 

cAdmitted November 30, 1861; re- 
signed January 24, 1862. 

d Admitted May 18, 1861. 

e Resigned May 2, 1861. 

f Admitted Poperaey 6, 1861. 
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g Admitted May 2, 1861; resigned Feb- 
ruary 5, 1862. 

h Admitted February 5, 1862, 
frie Killed at Manassas, Va., July 2 


4H Admitted August 7, 1861. 
k Admitted January 14, 1862. 
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KENTUCKY. 


Thomas B. Monroe. a 
Henry C. Burnett. a 
Thomas Johnson. b 
John J. Thomas. ¢ 
Theodore L. Burnett. c 
Daniel P. White. d 

L. H. Ford. e 

George B. Hodge. / 
John M. Elliott. g 
George W. Ewing. i 


LOUISIANA. 


John Perkins, jr. 
Alexander De Clouet. 
Duncan F, Kenner. 
Edward Sparrow. 
Henry Marshall. 
Charles M. Conrad. 7 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Wiley P. Harris. 

Walker Brooke. 

William S. Wilson. 7 
William 8. Barry. 

James T, Harrison. 
Alexander M. Clayton. k 
J.A.P. Campbell. 

Jehu A. Orr. 1 

Alexander B. Bradford. m 


MISSOURI. 


George G. Vest. 1 
Caspar W. Bell. 
Aaron H. Conrow. n 
Thomas A. Harris. 0 
John B. Clark. o 
Robert L. Y. Peyton. p 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


NORTH GAROLINA. 


George Davis. q 

W. W. Avery. 

W.N. H. Smith. qg 
Thomas D. McDowell. r 
A. W. Venable. q 

John M. Morehead. q 
R. C. Puryear. q 

A. T. Davidson. q¢ 
Burton Craige. s 
Thomas Ruffin. t 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


R. Barnwell Rhett, sr. 
Robert W. Barnwell. 
Lawrence M. Keitt. 

James Chesnut, jr. 
Christopher G. Memminger. 
W. Porcher Miles. 

Thomas J. Withers. 
William W. Boyce. 

James L. Orr. u 


TENNESSEE. 


Robert L. Caruthers. v 
Thomas M. Jones. v 

J. H. Thomas. v 

John F. House. v 
John D. C. Atkins. w 
David M. Currin. x 
W.H. De Witt. x 


TEXAS. 


John Gregg. y 

Thomas N. Waul. z 
William B. Ochiltree. z 
John H. Reagan. aa 
Williamson 8. Oldham. aa 
John Hemphill. bb 

Louis T. Wigfall. 7 


a Admitted December 16, 1861. 
b Admitted December 18, 1861. 
c Admitted December 80, 1861. 
d Admitted January 2, 1862. 
eAdmitted January 4, 1862. 

f Admitted January 11, 1862. 
gAdmitted January 15, 1862. 
h Admitted February 14, 1862. 
7 Admitted February 7, 1861. 
j Resigned April 29, 1861. 

k Admitted February 8, 1861; resigned 

May 11,1861. 

l Admitted April 29, 1861. 
m Admitted December 5, 1861. 
n Admitted December 2, 1861. 


o Admitted December 6, 1861. 
p Admitted January 22, 1862. 
qAdmitted July 20, 1861. 
r Admitted July 22, 1861. 
s Admitted July 23, 1861. 
t Admitted July 25, 1861. 
u Admitted February 17, 1862. 
v Admitted August 12, 1861. 
w Admitted August 13, 1861. 
x Admitted August 16, 1861. 
y Admitted February 15, 1861. 
z Admitted February 19, 1861. 
aa Admitted March 2, 1861. 
bb Admitted March 2, 1861; died Jan- 
uary 4, 1862. 


ant 

ai 

- 
~ 


hns on. d os 
ert E. Scott. e 
Walter Preston. ¢ 


| Thomas 8. Bocock.f | 
| James M. Mason. g 


Roger A. Pryor. g 


| Alexander R. Bice h 


John yen 2 


ae of the First Congress of the Confederate States from February 18, 1862, 
: : to February 17, 1864. 


call [Compiled from oflicial Pete 


ALABAMA. 


Clement C. Clay, jie: 
William L. Yancey. k 


Robert Jemison, jr. 1 


ARKANSAS. 


; Robert W. Johnson. ° 
Charles B. Mitchel. 


FLORIDA. 


Augustus E. Maxwell. 


James M. Baker. 
GEORGIA. 


Benjamin H. Hill. 
John W. Lewis. m 
Herschel V. J: ohnson. 7 


ae 
: KENTUCKY. ore 


William E. Simms. 
Henry C. Burnett. o 


LOUISIANA. 


Edward Sparrow. 
Thomas J. Semmes. 7 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Albert G. Brown. 
James Phelan. 7 


a Admitted May 7, 1861. 

b Admitted May 10, 1861. 

c Admitted May 13, 1861. 

d Admitted July 20, 1861. 

eAdmitted July 22, 1861. 

f Admitted July 23, 1861. 

g Admitted July 24. 1861. 

h Admitted November 27, 1861. 

zAdmitted August 1, 1861 ; died Jan- 
uary 18, 1862. 

7 Admitted February 19, 1862. 

ke Admitted March 27, 1862 ; died July 
28, 1863. 


MISSOURI. 


John B. Clark. 


- Robert L. Y. Peyton. p 


Waldo P. Johnson. q 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


George Davis. r 
William T. Dortch. 
Edwin G. Reade. s 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Robert W. Barnwell. 
James L. Orr. 


TENNESSEE. 


Landon C. Haynes. 
Gustavus A. Henry. 


TEXAS. 


Williamson S. Oldham. 
Louis T. Wigfall. 


VIRGINIA. 
Robert M. T. Hunter. 
William B. Preston. ¢t 
Allen T. Caperton. u 


1 Admitted December 28, 1863. 
m Admitted April 7,1862. Appointed 
by the Governor. 
n Admitted January 19, 1863. 
o Admitted February 26, 1862. 
p Died December 19, 1863. 


q Admitted December 24, 1863. Ap- 
pointed by the Governor. 
r Resigned January 22, 1364. 
sAdmitted January 22, 1864. Ap- 


pointed by the Governor. 
¢tDied January 15, 1863. 
wuAdmitted January 26, 1863. 


Members of the House of Ri 


i 


States pide ins 18, 1862, to February 17, 1864. 


[Compiled from official records.] 


ALABAMA, 


E. S. Dargan. 
William P. Chilton. 
James L. Pugh. 
Jabez L. M. Curry. 
John P, Ralls. 
David Clopton. . 
Francis S. Lyon. 
Thomas J. Foster. a 
William R. Smith. b 


ARKANSAS. 


Felix I. Batson. 
Grandison D. Royston. 
Augustus H. Garland. 
Thomas B. Hanly. 


FLORIDA. 


James B. Dawkins. c 
Robert B. Hilton. 
John M. Martin. d 


GEORGIA. 


Augustus H. Kenan. 
Hines Holt. e 
Augustus R. Bie 
Lucius J. Gartrell. 
William W. Clark. 
Robert P. Trippe. 
David W. Lewis. 
Hardy Strickland. 
Charles J. Munnerlyn.f 
Julian Hartridge.g 
Porter Ingram. h 


KENTUCKY. 


Willis B. Machen. 
John W. Crockett. 
Henry EH. Read. 
George W. Ewing. 
Horatio W. Bruce. 
James W. Moore. 
Robert J. Breckinridge, jr. 
John M, Elliott. 
Theodore L. Burnett. a 
James 8. Chrisman. 7 
Ely M. Bruce.j 
George B. Hodge. k 


a Admitted February 19, 1862. 
b Admitted February 21, 1862. 
c Resigned December 8, 1862. 
d Admitted March 25, 1863. 
es previous to January 12, 
f Admitted February 22, 1862. 
g Admitted March 14, 1862. 
h Admitted January 12, 1864. 


Suc- 
ceeded Hines Holt. 


LOUISIANA. = ae 


Duncan F. Kenner. — 
Charles J. Villeré. 
John Perkins, jr. — 
Charles M. Conrad. 
Henry Marshall. 


Lucius J. Dupré. ~~ 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Ethelbert Barksdale. 
John J. McRae. 

J. W. Clapp. . 

Israel Welsh. 

Otho R. Singleton. 
Reuben Davis. : 
Henry C. Chambers. a 
William D. Holder. 1 


MISSOURI. 


Caspar W. Bell. 
George G. Vest. . 
Aaron H. Conrow. 


- William M. Cooke, 


Thomas W. Freeman. 
Thomas A. Harris. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Robert R. Bridgers. 

Owen R. Kenan. 

Thomas D. McDowell. 
Thomas 8S. Ashe. 

J. R. McLean. 

William Lander. 

Burgess 8. Gaither. 

A. T: Dayidson. 

W.N. H. Smith. a 
Archibald H. Arrington. m 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


William W. Boyce. 
William Porcher Miles. 
Milledge L. Bonham.» 
John McQueen. 

James Farrow. 

Lewis M. Ayer.o 
William D. Simpson. p 


TENNESSEE, 


David M. Currin. 
Henry 8. Foote. 
Thomas Menees. 


zt Admitted March 8, 1862. 

j Admitted March 20, 1862. 

k Admitted August 18, 1862. 
lAdmitted January 21, 1864, vice 

Reuben Davis, resigned. 

m Admitted February 20, 1862. 

n Resigned January 17, 1863. 

o Admitted March 6, 1862. 

p Admitted February 5, 1863. 


dad 


thd adain bahia thd tle, 


| Alexander R. Boteler. — 

| Waller R. Staples. 

| Walter Preston. 
Albert G. Jenkins. f 
Robert Johnston. 
Charles W. Russell. 
James P. Holcombe. g 
John B. Baldwin. h- 


Charles F, Collier. = 
TEXAS, : Samuel A, Miller.7 = 
= David Funsten. k = 
John A. Wilcox. ¢ Muscoe R. H. Garnett. 1 = 
Cat : 
aleb C. Herbert. 
illiam B, Wright. pe 
M. D. Graham. Be Py 


_ Frank B. Sexton. 


VIRGINIA. Marcus H. Macwillie. m 


John R. Chambliss. 
James Lyons. : 
3 Roger A. Pryor. d 
Thomas §. Bocock. 
John Goode, jr. ~- 
Daniel C. De Jarnette. 
William Smith. e 


CHOCTAW NATION, 
Robert M. Jones. 2 


CHEROKEE NATION. 
Elias C. Boudinot. o 


‘Senators of the Second Congress of the Confederate States from May 2, 1864, to 
: -. March 18, 1865, date of adjournment of the second session. 


7s [Compiled from official records.] 


ALABAMA, 


Robert Jemison, jr. 
Richard W. Walker. 


ARKANSAS. 


Charles B. Mitchel. p 
Robert W. Johnson. 
Augustus H. Garland. q 


FLORIDA. 


Augustus E. Maxwell. 
James M. Baker. 


GEORGIA. 


Benjamin H. Hill. 
Herschel VY. Johnson. r 


a Admitted March 8, 1862. 
b Admitted March 17, 1862. 
ce Died February 7, 1864. 

d Resigned April 5, 1862. 

e Resigned April 6, 1863. 

Sf Resigned August 5, 1862. 


g Admitted February 20, 1862. 
h Admitted February 27, 1862. 


z Admitted August 18, 1862. 


j Admitted February 24, 1863. 


Admitted December 7, 1863. 


KENTUCKY. 


Henry C. Burnett. 
William H. Simms. 


LOUISIANA. 


Thomas J, Semmes. 
Edward Sparrow. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Albert G. Brown. 
John W. C. Watson. 


MISSOURI. 


Waldo P. Johnson. 
George G. Vest. s 


1 Admitted February 21, 1862. 
m Admitted March 11, 1862. 
n Admitted January 17, 1863. 
o First appears onroll January 8,1864. 
p Died previous to November 8, 1864. 
gq Admitted November 8, 1864. Suc- 
ceeded Senator Mitchel. 
r Admitted May 24, 1864, 
sAdmitted January 12,1865. Ap- 
pointed by the Governor. 


TENNESSEE. 


Landon C. Haynes. 
~ Gustavus A. Henry. © 


~~ 3 - 


Members of the How 


se of Representatives of the Second Congress of the Confe 


“VIRGINIA. 


| Robert M. T. Hunter. 
Allen T. Caperton. 


ate States from May 2, 1864, to March 18, 1865, date of adjournment of t 


second session. 


ALABAMA. 


M. H. Cruikshank. 
William P. Chilton. 
David Clopton. 
James L. Pugh. 
James 8S. Dickinson. 
Francis 8. Lyon. a 
Thomas J. Foster. b 
William R. Smith. e 


ARKANSAS. 


Augustus H. Garland. d 
Thomas B. Hanly. ~ 
Rufus K. Garland. ¢ 
Felix I. Batson. e 

David W. Carroll. f 


FLORIDA. 


Robert B. Hilton. 
S. St. George Rogers. g 


GEORGIA. 


Julian Hartridge. 
William EK. Smith. 
Mark H. Blandford. 
Clifford Anderson. 
John T. Shewmake. 
Joseph H. Echols. 
James M. Smith. 
George N. Lester. 
Hiram P. Bell. 
Warren Akin. 


[Compiled from official records. ] 


KENTUCKY. | 


Willis B. Machen. 
Henry E. Read. 
James S. Chrisman. 
Theodore L. Burnett. 
Horatio W. Bruce. 
Humphrey Marshall. 
Ely M. Bruce. 

James W. Moore. 
Benjamin F’. Bradley. 
George W. Triplett. 
George W. Ewing. h 
John M. Elliott. h - 


LOUISIANA, 3 


Charles J. Villeré. 
Charles M. Conrad. 
Lucius J. Dupré. 4 
John Perkins, jr. 3 
Benjamin L. Hodge.7 — : 
Duncan F. Kenner. i 

Henry Gray. 7 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Jehu A. Orr. oe 
Israel Welsh. 

Henry C. Chambers. 

Ethelbert Barksdale. 

John T. Lamkin. 

William D. Holder.a 

Otho R. Singleton. k 


MISSOURI. . 


John B. Clark, 1 
Thomas L. Snead. m 


a Admitted May 4, 1864. 
b Admitted May 6, 1864. 
c Admitted May 21, 1864. 


d Elected to Senate November 8, 1864. 


e Admitted November 8, 1864. 
f Admitted January 11, 1865. 
g Admitted May 38, 1864. 


h Admitted May 24, 1864. 
i Admitted May 25, 1864. 
jAdmitted December 28, 1864, vice 
Hodge, deceased. 
k Admitted May 9, 1864. 
lAdmitted June 10, 1864. 
m Admitted November 7, 1864. 


rge W. Logan. 


omas C. Fuller. 
obert R. Bridgers. e 


: William Pavchier Miles. 


William D. Simpson. 
James Farrow. : 
William W. Boyce. 
Lewis M. Ayer. 

James H. Witherspoon. f 


TENNESSEE. 


Joseph B. Heiskell. 
William G. Swan. 
Arthur 8. Colyar. 
John P. Murray. 
Henry 8S. Foote. 
Edwin A. Keeble. 
Thomas Menees. 
John D.C. Atkins. 


John V. Wright. j 


James McCallum. g 
Michael W. Cluskey. a 
David M. Currin. h 


a Admitted November 7, 1864. 
b Admitted November 7, 1864. 
pointed Senator January 12, 1865. 
ec Admitted November 8, 1864. 
d Admitted November 21, 1864. 


e Admitted May 24, 1864. 
f Admitted May 5, 1864. 
g Admitted May 3. 1864. 


ames G. Ramsay. See 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


| John R. Baylor.. 
StephenH. Darden. d 
| Caleb C. Herbert. d 


~ 


VIRGINIA. 


Robert L. Montague. 
Robert H. Whitfield. 
Thomas S. Gholson.. 
Thomas S. Bocock. 
John Goode, jr. 
William C. Rives. k& 
Daniel C. De Jarnette. 
John B. Baldwin. 

Waller R. Staples. 

Fayette McMullen. 

Robert Johnston. 

Charles W. Russell. 

David Funsten.g 

Samuel A. Miller. g 
Frederick W.M. Holliday. 1 
Williams C. Wickham. a 


TERRITORIES. 
ARIZONA. 
Marcus H. Macwillie. 
CHEROKEE NATION. 
Elias ©. Boudinot. 
CHOCTAW NATION. 


Robert M. Jones. 


CREEK AND SEMINOLE NATIONS. 


S. B. Callahan. m 


Ap- 


h Died May 21, 1864. 


i Admitted May 21, 1864. Died Jan- 


uary 16, 1865. 
j Admitted May 25, 1864. 
k Resigned March 1, 1865. 
tl Admitted May 4, 1864. 
m Admitted May 30, 1864. 


S 
i 
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APPENDIX. 


Herapquarters Jackson Hosprrau, February 14, 1865. 
Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewe tu: | 


Dexar Sir: For my own gratification, as wellas those who are taking 
great interest in the poenees question, with regard to the using of 
the slaves of the Confederacy as an assisting element to us in defend- 
ing our homes, firesides, and country from those who would destroy 
us, I would respectfully say that this morning I caused the hired male 
slaves at this hospital to be convened, and after asking them the delib- 
erate question, if they would be willing to take up arms to protect 
their masters’ families, homes, and their own from an attacking foe, 
sixty out of seventy-two responded they would volunteer to go to the 
trenches and fight the enemy to the bitter end. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
F. W. HANCOCK, 
Surgeon in charge. 


Ricumonp, Va., Jarch 28, 1866. 
Capt. GrorcE P. Rivne, 
Siath Lowisiana Regiment, Montgomery, Ala.: 

Srr: You are hereby authorized to raise a company of negro troops 
in the State of Alabama, under the provisions of the act of Congress 
peeves March 13, 1865, as promulgated in General Orders, No. 14, 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series. The author- 
ity will expire sixty days from this date, if the company be not raised 
within that time. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


Ricumonp, Va., March 30, 1865. 
Capt. Epwarp Bostick, 

Company E, Twenty-siath South Carolina Volunteers: 

Sir: You are hereby authorized to raise a battalion of four com- 
panies of negro troops in the State of South Carolina, under the 
provisions of the act of Congress approved March 18, 1865, as promul- 

ated in General Orders, No. 14, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 

fice, current series. You are allowed sixty days to raise the bat- 
talion and will be detached from your command for that purpose by 
your commanding general. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Apst. AND Insp, GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 78. Richmond, April 1, 1865. 
* * * % * * * 
XIV. Col. K. Otey, Eleventh Regiment Virginia Volunteers, is 
assigned to duty at Lynchburg, Va., with authority to recruit, muster, 
1193 
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and organize negro troops for the Army, under the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved March 13, 1865, promulgated in General 


Orders, No. 14, current series. 
* * * * * * * 


X XIX. Lieut. John L. Cowardin, adjutant Nineteenth Battalion 
Virginia Artillery, is hereby relieved from his present command and 
will proceed etirouie delay to Halifax County, Va., for the Poe 
of recruiting negro troops under the act of Congress approved March 
18, 1865, and General Orders, No. 14, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, current series. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JOHN W. RIELY, 


Assistant. Adjutant- General. 


Ricumonp, Va., Aprel 2, 1865. 
Lieut. S. R. Sarn: 


Dear Sunn: I have delayed writing in order to be able to give you 
some definite information on the negro question. The Secretary of 
War day before yesterday directed that the authority asked for be 

iven Colonel Otey, and I telegraphed you to that effect. I have no 
aoubt the orders have reached him by this time. Go to work and 
work, work, work. If the people of Virginia only knew and appreci- 
ated General Lee’s solicitude on this subject they would not longer hold 
back their slaves. Their wives and daughters and the negroes are the 
only elements left us to recruit from, and it does seem that our people 
would rather send the former even to face death and danger than give 
up the latter. 

Major Carrington has been appointed superintendent for the State 
of Virginia and a good one he will make. I shall do something myself 
with a view to raising a command. I may be so situated as to need 
-your services and to advance your interests. If so, you shall hear 
from me.* 

Let me hear from you at once. 

Yours, truly, 
TH. P. TURNER. 


HeapquartTers Minirary District or FLoripa, 
Tallahassee, April 28, 1865. 
Str: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that 
you are authorized to proceed at once to raise a company of ‘‘negroes ” 
to be mustered into the service of the Confederate States for the war, 
subject to the provisions of the law and the orders of the Government. 
The appointment of the field officers will be left subject to the pro- 
visions of the law and orders of the Government. 
Very respectfully, &., 
JAMES L. FRASER, 
Aide-de- Camp. 
(To O. S. Jones, E. H. Bryan, M. Yong, J. J. Jilks, B. F. Davis, 
G. W. Kenedy, W. 8. Dupont, S. Parkhill, J. Linton, and H. A. 
Ramsay, through Col. P. Turney, Lake City, Fla.) 


*Some strictly personal matter here omitted. 


— 
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gusta Arsenal Batt., Inf., Georgia. 
altimore Light Art., 2¢ Md. Batty. 
 Barr’s (J. W.) Art. See Levi’s Art. 
 Blythe’s (G.L.) Cav., 2d Missiesippi Partisan 
r _ Rangers. 
Botetourt Art., Virginia. 
Burroughs’ (W.H.) Art. See Rhett Art. 
Cattle Batt., Cay. See Commissary Batt. 
Cherokee Legion, Georgia (State). 
Chesapeake Art., 4th Md. Batty. 
Chew’s (W.S.) Art. See Chesapeake Art. 
4 Cobb’s Legion, Georgia. 
F Commissary Batt., Cay., Florida. 
——-*dDanee’s (W.J.) Art. See Powhatan Art. 
Douthat’s (H.C.) Art. See Botetourt Art. 
Drewry’s (J. W.) Art. See Southside Art. 
Floyd Legion, Georgia (State). 
- Fluvanna Art., Virginia. 
Foreign Batt., Inf., Sth Batt. Confederat2 Inf. 
i Forrest’s (N. B.) Cay., 3d Tenn. 
French’s (D. A.) Art. See McOomas Art. 
Girardey’s (V. J. B.) Inf. See Augusta Arsenal 
Batt. 
Goochland Art., Virginia. 
Griffin’s (W. i. ) Art. See Ratner Light Art. 
Holcombe Legion, South Carolina. 
Howard’s (T. B., jr.) Inf., Georgia. 
Jackson’s (T. E.) Art., Virginia. 
Jett Davis Legion, Cav., Mississippi. 
Levi’s Art., Virginia. 


ALTE: ee DESIGNATIONS 
or 


NIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME, 


Alternate designation i in black-faced type, the official designation, reference, or State to which 
organization belongs follows in ztalics. = 


Lewis’ (J. W.) Art., Virginia. 
Lockhart’s (H.C.) Inf., Alabama. 
Love’s (A. P.) Cav., 4th Ala. Batt. 

Lyle’s (G. T.) Cay., 25th Va. 

McComas Art., Virginia. 

McDonald’s (C.) Cay. See Forrest's Cav. 


Mec@uirk’s (J.) Cay., 3d Miss. (State). 


Mallett’s (P.) Inf., North Carolina. . 
Martin’s (S. T.) Art., Virginia. 
Military Institute Cadets, Virginia. 
Millen’s (J. M.) Cay., 20th Ga. Batt. 
Newsom’s (J. F.) Cay., 18th Tenn. 
Norfolk Light Art. Blues, Virginia. 
North Carolina, 59th Regt. See 4th Cav. 
Parker’s (W. W.) Art., Virginia. 
Penick’s (N.) Art. See Lewis’ Art. 
Phillips Legion, Georgia. 

Pickett’s (R. O.) Cav., 10th Ala. 
Powers’ (F. P.) Cay., Louisiana. 
Powhatan Art., Virginia. 

Rhett Art., Tennessee. 

Richmond Howitzers, Art., Virginia. 
Rockbridge Art., Virginia. 

Russell’s (A. A.) Cay., 4th Ala. 
Scott’s (G. W.) Cay., 5th Fla. Batt. 
Southside Art., Virginia. 

Stark’s Inf., Alabama. 

Talley2s (J.) Art. See Goochland Art. 
Tobin’s (T. F.) Art., Tennessee. 
Washington Art., Louisiana. 
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_ Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are “Mentioned” under name of com- 


. __- manding officer; State and other organizations under their official designation. 


2 


A. E. Fry, Vessel, 956. 
A. J. Bird, Schooner, 1058. 
A. Richards, Brig, 1057. 
Abandoned or Captured Property. 
Disposition, 593. 
Abram (Slave), 661. 
Absentees. 
Return to duty, 158, 159, 489. 
Rolls of, monthly, 518, 675, 676. 
Achon, Schooner, 1057. 
Adam (Slave), 662. 
Adams, Charles Francis. 
Correspondence, State Department, U.5S., 132. 
Mentioned, 132. 
Adams, Daniel W., 880. 
Adams, John Quincy. 
Correspondence. See State Department, U.S. 
Mentioned, 133. 
Adams, 8. 
Correspondence, Ordnance Dept., C.S. A., 676. 
Adams, Wirt, 646, 647, 649-651. 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Dept., C. 8. A. 
Appropriations, 138, 480. 
Bureau of Inspection, 43-45. 


> 


Cooper, S., Adjutantand Inspector General, 1183. 


Estimates of appropriations, 771, 772. 
Inspectors, 466-471. 
Organization, etc., 169-172, 943. 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A. 
Correspondence: 
Alabama, Governor of, 754. 
Andrews, G., 821. 
Barker, W. N., 577. 
Baylor, J. R., 1168. 
Beauregard, G. T., 162, 460. 
Bostick, E., 1193. 
Bragg, B., 270, 300, 394, 448, 506, 621, 722. 
Brandon, W. L., 517, 710, 740, 1162. 
Bureau of Conscription, C. 8. A., 445, 447, 542. 
Chilton, R. H., 43. 
Cobb, H., 310, 344, 460, 461, 473, 476, 715, 993. 
Congress, C. S., 425. 
Davidson, J. L., 752. 
Davis, Jefferson, 447, 477, 710, 838, 855, 856, 859, 
970, 979, 995, 996, 1181. 
Dement, W. F., 547. 
Elzey, A., 269. 
Engineer Department, C.S. A., 971. 
Ewell, R. 8., 747. 
Forrest, N. B., 1. 
Holmes, T. H., 353. 
Huger, D. E., 752. 
Kane, G. P., 387, 510. 
Kemper, J. L., 558, 654, 855, 997, 1158, 1178. 
Lee, R. E., 261, 546, 720, 1124. 


Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A.—Cont’d. 


Correspondence: 

Maury, D. H., 317, 1011. 

Nicholls, F. T., 268, 376. 

Pegram, J. W., 1144. 

Pitts, J. W., 752. 

Polk, L., 14, 66. 

Post-Office Department, C. S., 971. 

Q. M. General’s Office, C. S, A., 350, 1173, 

Riely, J. W., 290, 388. 

Ring, G. P., 1193. 

Rosser, T. L., 1080, 1081. 

Smith, E. K., 626. : 

Subsistence Department, C.S. A., 628. 

Taylor, R., 828. 

Turner, T. P., 1144. 

Walthall, J. L., 752. 

Ward, W.C., 752. 

War Department, C. S., 52, 167, 269, 277, 278, 
317, 318, 323, 353, 387, 388, 394, 430, 506, 510, 542, 
558, 559, 578, 626, 694, 714, 731, 740, 747, 754, 836, 
838, 840, 882, 883, 986, 992, 993, 995, 1012, 1029, 
-1030, 1061, 1081, 1159, 1174. 

Withers, J. M., 517, 753, 817. 

Wright, M. J., 587. 

Duties, ete., of officers, 169-172, 466-471, 1176, 1177. 

Enforcement of conscription acts, 1176, 1177. 

Officer of Conscription authorized, 1176, 1177. 

Official correspondence, 171, 1177. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1864: June 4, 466; July 
1, 523; Dec. 28, 971. 

Orders, General, series 1862: Nos. 82, 112, 893. 

Orders, General, series 1863: Nos. 3, 22, 80, 32, 
116, 119,122, 125, 141, 147, 150, 153,157, 
893. 

Orders, General, series 1864: No.1,1;No.2,3; No. 
8,11; No. 4,14; No. 6, 27; No. 7,40; No. 8,53; 
No. 9,54; No..10, 64; No. 11, 66; No. 18,74; 
No. 15, 77; No. 16, 83; No. 17, 88; No. 18, 
94; No. 19, 104; No. 20, 112; No. 21, 159; 
No. 22,168; No. 25,174; No. 26, 178; No. 27, 
183; No. 28, 186; No. .29, 189; No. 30, 198, 
1053; No. 81, 203; No. 82, 207; No. 838, 
212; No. 34, 214; No. 35, 229; No. 86, 238; 
No. 37, 242; No. 88, 248; No. 39, 249; No. 40, 
255; No. 41, 271; No. 42, 297; No. 48, 305; 
No. 44, 352; No. 45,369; No. 47, 389; No. 48, 
449; No. 52, 481; No. 53, 491; No. 54, 501; 
No. 55,503; No.57,517; No. 59,534; No. 60, 
548; No. 68, 571; Nos. 65, 66, 591; No. 67, 
592; No. 68, 605; No. 69, 606; No. 70, 608; 
No. 71, 623; No. 72,642; No. 78,675; No. 75, 
685; No. 76, 712; No. 77, 715; No. 78, 720; 
No. 81, 734; No. 82,741; No. 83, 749; No. 84, 
835; No. 86, 897. 
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Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A.—Cont’d. 
Orders, General, series 1865: No. 1, 999; No. 3, 
1058; No. 4, 1066; No. 6, 1082; No. 7, 1083; 
No. 8, 1113; No. 10, 1152; No. 11,1157; No. 12, 
1160; No. 14, 1161; No. 15,1166; No. 16, 1169; 
No. 17, 1176; No. 18,1177. 
Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 5,7; No. 8, 14; 
No. 26, 66; No. 464, 169; No. 54, 194; No. 57, 
202; No. 60, 209; No. 79, 268; No. 81, 274; 
No. 83, 281; No. 85, 285; No. 87, 299; No. 91, 
309; No. 103, 376; No. 131, 473; No. 159, 
535; No. 161, 536; No. 164, 537; No. 169, 
543; No. 181, 569; No. 185, 572; No. 208, 
608; No. 208, 618; No. 210, 621; No. 212, 
625; No, 221, 661; No. 224, 672; No. 225, 
676; Nos. 226, 228, 677; No. 282, 694; No. 
237, 713; No. 251, 742; No. 254, 746; No. 
271, 822; No. 276, 838; No. 277, 840; No. 
285, 886; No. 297, 942; No. 306, 966; No. 
309, 982. 
Orders, Special, series 1865: No. 72,1169; No. 73, 
1176; No. 78, 1193. 
Organization, etc., 169-172, 943. 
Recruitment of colored troops, 1161. 
Adriatic, Ship, 1057. 
Advance, Steamer. 
Mentioned, 10, 29, 154,905,970, 1055, 1056, 1076,1117. 
Vance-Mallory correspondence, 1055-1058, 1076, 
LOTT: 
Aides-de-Camp. 
Rank, 1125, 1126, 1175. 
Aiken, Hugh K., 166, 
Aiken, W. E., 414. 
Akin, Warren, 1190. 
Alabama, 
Agricultural details, 1104. 
Army records, 299, 300. 
Camp guards, etc.,in conscript service Sept. 9, 
1864, 634. 
Census statistics, 103. 
Conference of impressment commissioners at 
Montgomery, 608. 
Conscription supporting force, 224, 225, 251-253. 
Consolidation of organizations, 536, 543, 621, 676. 
Deserters returned to Army, 362, 1109. 
Enforcement of conscription acts, 275, 276, 293, 
316, 317, 322, 323, 463, 464, 466, 472, 817-821, 848, 
849, 880-883, 1059-1066. 
Establishment of military school at Mobile sug- 
gested, 317. 
Estimated percentage of white population fur- 
nished, 103, 
Estimate of military resources, 101, 103, 635. 
Exhibits of conscripts enrolled, exempted, de- 
tailed, assigned, etc., 108, 362, 1101-1103, 5105, 
1109. 
Junior Reserves, 822, 323, 472. 
Liability of exempted men to militia duty, 574. 
Members of C.S. Congress, 1185, 1187-1190. 
Men furnished, 102, 103, 362, 1101. 
Militia, 601, 747. 
Quota impressed slaves, 933. 
Recruiting service, 1042-1044. 
Reserves, 463, 464, 517, 538. 
Resistance to conscription, actual and antici- 
pated, 1042-1044. 


INDEX. 


Alabama—Continued. 
Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., 686. 
Secret societies, 393-398. 
State officers exempted from conscription on cer- 
tificate of Governor, 851. 
State troops, 11, 322, 841. : ‘ 
Supplies for Army of Tennessee, 312. 
Transfer of 1st Alabama Reserves to Provis- 
ional Army, 752-754. 
Alabama, Governor of. 
Conference of Governors at Augusta, Ga., 7:35, 
736. 
Correspondence: : 
Adjt.and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 754. 
Davis, Jefferson, 251,275, 293, 316, 322, 671. 
Maury, D. H., 601, 841. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 685. 
Polk, L., 11, 162. 
Taylor, R., 934. 
War Department, C.S., 3, 34, 37, 463, 466, 472, 
476, 477, 574, 618, 820, 821. 
Withers, J. M., 817. 
Impressments private property, 37. 
Iron for repair of agricultural implements, 3, 
4, 34. : 
Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, Depi.of. 
Enforcement of conscription acts, 258, 294, -9., 
445, 446. 
Organization, strength, etc., of troops: 
June 30, 1864, 520. 
Dec. 1, 1864, 989. 
Mar. 10, 1865, 1182. 
Alabama, Quartermaster-General of. ; 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office,C.S.A.,1077. 
Alabama and Tennessee Rivers Railroad. 
Construction for military purposes, etc., 742, 743. 
Government loan for construction purposes, 743. 
Alabama Troops (C.). 
Cavalry—Battalions: 4th, 536; 14th Partisan 
Rangers, 621, 19th,* 621. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 4th (Russell), 543; 9th, 
622; 10th, 676. 
Infantry—Battalions: Lockhart’s, 752, 754. 
Infantry—Companies: Stark’s (Militia), 818. 
Infantry—Regiments: 1st Reserves, 752, 753; 
3d Reserves, 880. 
Albion Lincoln, Bark, 1058, 
Aldrich, A. P., 161, 403. 
Alexander, James H. 
Correspondence. See Jeremy F. Gilmer. 
Alexander, P. €., Bark, 1057. 
Alexander, William F. 
Correspondence. See Quartermaster-General’s 
Office, O. S.A. 
Alice, Steamer, 114, 161, 351. 
Alien Enemies. 
Citizens . Maryland, 312. 
See also Foreigners. 
Aliens. See Foreigners. 
Allan, Thompson. 
Correspondence, Treasury Dept., C.S., 841. 
Mentioned, 1026. 
Views on subject of taxation, 841-845. 
Allen, A. M. 
Correspondence, S. B. French, 90. 
Mentioned, 89, 90, 720. 


~ 


* Also known as 2d Battalion. 


tiston, Amy, 602. 
mbler, John, 725. 
Amons, Mr., 810. _ 
Anderson, Abney, 662, 
Anderson, Archer. 
Correspondence, B. Bragg, 353, 490, 504, 539. 
Mentioned, 542. 
Anderson, Clifford. 
Correspondence, Jetferson Davis, 477. 
Mentioned, 1190. 
Anderson, George T. 
Correspondence, Governor of Georgia, 372. 
Anderson, Joseph R. 
Correspondence, J efferson Davis, 551. 
Anderson, Patton. 
Correspondence : 
Bragg, B., 517. 
Davis, Jefferson, 464. 
~ Mentioned, 1185. 
Anderson, Richard H. 


4 Correspondence: 
‘ Hill, A. P.,22. 
4 Perry, E. A., 22. 


Mentioned, 21. 
Andersonville, Ga. 
Prisoners captured south of Richmond, Va., 369. 
Andrea, Theodore, 29. 
Andrews, Benjamin A., 1005. 
Andrews, Garnett. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 821. 
Andrews, R. Snowden, 14. 
Annan, Mr., 444. 
Annie, Steamer, 351. 
Antonica, Steamer, 351. 
Appropriations. 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Dept., C.S. A., 138, 480. 
Bureau of Conscription, C. 8. A., 138. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, C. S., 138. 480. 
Cherokee Nation, 39, 40. 
Engineer Department, C.8. A., 139, 480, 626. 
Estimates, 771-779, 1111. 
Impressed slaves, deceased, 139. 
Legislative, executive, and judicial expenses, 
187-139, 479, 480, 486. 
Medical Department, C.S. A., 139, 480, 626. 
Munitions of war, 138, 139, 480. 
Niter and Mining Bureau, C.S. A., 480, 626. 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A., 139, 480, 626. 
Pay of the Army, 138, 480, 626. 
Pro rata distribution to War Department 
. bureaus, 627, 628. 
Quartermaster’s Dept., C. 5. A., 138, 480, 626. 
Subsistence Department, C. 5. A., 139, 480, 626. 
Support of the Army, 138, 480, 626. 
Aralia, Vessel, 351. 
Archer, Hugh. 
Correspondence. See Florida, Adjutant and 
Inspector General of. 
Archer, John N. 
Correspondence : 
Chilton, C. N., 651. 
Harris, 8. S., 650, 651. 
Upton, J. D., 650. 


Archer, R. P., 726. 
Arcole, Ship, 1058. 
Arizona Territory. 
Delegates to C. S. Congress, 1187, 1189, 1191. 
Measures to retake, 76, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Recruiting service, 76, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Arkansas. 

Members of C. S, Congress, 1185, 1187-1190. 
Armon, N. B. D., 398. 
Armories, C. 8. 

Transportation of provisions, 175. 

Arms, Ammunition, ete. See Munitions of War. 
Armstrong, Steamer, 956, 957. 

Armstrong, Henry W., 397. 

Army Intelligence Office, C. S. A. 

Establishment, organization, etc., 945. 

Army of the Confederate States. 

Address of Jefferson Davis, 104, 105. 

Appointment R. E. Lee as General-in-Chief, 1058. 

Appropriations for support, 187-139, 480, 626. 

Condition, needs, etc., 58, 59, 970, 986, 995. 

Congressional call for number of men and casu- 
alties, 425. 

Courts-martial, 192, 193, 238. 

Drunkenness, 193. 

Estimated percentage of white population fur- 
nished by Alabama, Georgia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Mississippi, and Vir- 
ginia, 103. 

General and lieutenant-generals, 194. 

Men furnished by respective States to January 
1864, 96-103. 

Military courts, 70, 192, 193. 

Military resources, 96-103, 342, 634-636, 1124. 

Mortality, 634, 635, 

Operations, 1864, 324-327, 756-758, 790-792. 

Organization, strength, etc.: 

June 80, 1864, 520. 
Dec. 31, 1864, 989. 
1865, 1182. 
Pay, etc., 774-776. 
Permanently disabled, 635. 
Regulations. See Regulations, O. S. Army. 
See also Orgn., Equip., etc., of Army. 

Army Regulations. See Regulations, 0. 8. Army. 
Arrington, Archibald H., 137, 1188. 
Arrington, James N. 

Correspondence, J. M. Withers, 1042. 

Mentioned, 1044. 
Arsenals, C. 8. 

Designation, 298, 609. 

Transportation of provisions, 175. 
Arthur, B. F. 

Correspondence. See South Carolina, Gov. of. 
Articles of War. 

Courts-martial, 192, 238. 

Desertion, 255. 

Enlistment of deserters, 1178. 

Monthly returns, 450. 

Asheraft, Thomas C. 

Authority to raise Mississippi State troops, 
307, 308. 

Mentioned, 307, 308. 

Ashe, Thomas §., 137, 1188. 
Atkins, John D. C., 137, 1186, 1189, 1191. 
Atlanta, Steamer, 900. 
Atlanta (Gs.) Campaign. 
May 1-Sept. 8, 1864, 757, 758, 791. 
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Atlanta (Ga.) Intelligencer, 968. 
Atlantic, Schooner, 1057. 
Attorney-General, C. S. 
Opiniones: : 
Appointment, removal, etc., of officers, 656. 
’ Appointment of A. R. Lawton as Quarter- 
master-General, C.S. A., 318-322. 
Legal status of general officers, 313-315. 
Manufacture of spirituous liquors by C. S. 
Government, 875-880. 
Attorney-General’s Office, C. S. 
Benjamin, J. P., Attorney-General, 1184. 
Bragg, T., Attorney-General, 1184. 
Correspondence : 
Davis, Jefferson, 313. 
Navy Department, C. S., 879. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 616, 655. 
War Department, C.8., 318, 875, 876. 
Davis, G., Attorney-General, 1184. 
Keyes, W., Attorney-General, 1184. 
Principal officials, 1861-1865, 1184. 
Watts, T. H., Attorney-General, 1184. 
August, Thomas P. 
Acting Supt. of Conscription, C. S. A., 1183. 
Correspondence. See Bureau of Conscription, 
0. S.A. 
Medical certificate, 633. 
Mentioned, 534, 565, 569, 578, 610, 611, 630, 631, 633, 
660, 1183. 
Augusta, Ga. 
Conference of Governors, 684, 685, 692, 693, 706, 
707, 721, 722, 735, 736, 820. 
Resolutions conference of Governors, 735,736,820. 
Augusta (Ga.) Constitutionalist, 840. 
Austin, Samuel, 673, 674. 
Averell, William W., 807. 
Avery, William W., 1186. 
Ayer, Lewis M., 1188, 1191. 
Aylett, Patrick H., 659, 660. 
Badham, Henry A., 24. 
Bailey, William. 
Correspondence, Governor of Florida, 500. 
Mentioned, 499. 
Baker, Mr., 444. 
Baker, James M., 187, 1187, 1189. 
Baker, Lawrence S. 
Correspondence, Gov. of North Carolina, 605. 
Baldwin, John B. 
Correspondence: 
Harris, J.T., 845. 
War Department, C.S., 547, 563, 846. 
Wartmann, W. McK., 845. 
Mentioned, 137, 547, 548, 846, 1189, 1191. 
Baldwin, John P., 19, 20. 
Baldwin, M. A. 
Correspondence: 
Withers, J.M., 1043. 
Yelverton, G. T., 1044. 
Ball, Quilter & Co., 155, 703. 
Bancroft, George, 132. 
Banshee, Steamer, 351, 956. 
Barbour, P. P. 
Compensation for impressed slaves, 852. 
Mentioned, 852. 
Barker, William N. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C, S, A., 577. 


INDEX. 


Barker, William N.—Continued. 
Mentioned, 578. 

Barksdale, Ethelbert, 137, 1188, 1190. 

Barksdale, George A., 725, 727. 

Barnett, N. C., 244. 

Barnewall, William, jr., 351. 

Barney, C. R., 698, 702. 

Barnwell, Robert W., 137, 1186, 1187, 1190, 

Barruel, 695, 699. 

Barry, William S., 1186. 

Barton, William §., 83, 171. 

Bartow, Francis S., 1185. 

Bass, Nathan, 1185. 

Bat, Steamer, 525, 526. 

Bates, Joseph, 520. 

Batson, Felix I., 1188, 1190. 

Battle, William H., 213. 

Baxter, Sydney S. _ 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 376, 378. 
Mentioned, 377. 

Bayard, James A., 5, 6. 

Bayce, Sarah A., Schooner, 1057. 

Baylor, U. G., 637. 

Baylor, John R. 

Authority to recruit regiment in Texas, 1168. 
Correspondence: : 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. 5S. A., 1168. 

War Department, C,S., 960, 1035. 
Mentioned, 962, 1191. 
Proposition to retake Arizona and recruit for 
C.S. Army, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Bayne, Thomas L. 
Correspondence: 
Hoge, J. B., 166. 
Subsistence Department, C. S. A., 783. 
Treasury Department, C. 8., 370, 589. 
War Department, C. S., 155, 167, 240, 301, 365, 
370, 417, 423, 565, 574, 778, 1071. 
Mentioned, 167, 364, 365, 525, 526, 528, 587, 588, 690, 
782-785, 900, 929, 955. 
Bay State, Bark, 1057. 
Beale, Thomas F, 
Authority to enlist company for secret service, 
172. 
Mentioned, 172. 
Beall, John Y. 
Authority to destroy enemy’s property, 444, 445. 
Correspondence, F. W. M. Holliday, 444. 
Mentioned, 444, 445. 
Beatrice, Steamer, 956, 958. 
Beauregard, Steamer, 351. 
Beauregard, @. T. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 162, 460. 
Davis, Jefferson, 715. 
Georgia, Governor of, 1058. 
Gilmer, J. F., 459. 
Robertson, J. W., 460. 
South Carolina, Adjt. and Insp. Gen. of, 38. 
South Carolina, Governor of, 1058. 
Sparrow, E., 168, 
Taylor, R., 747. 
War Department, C.S., 240, 563. 
Mentioned, 25, 28, 38, 39, 61, 83, 100, 410, 458, 461, 
511, 520, 631, 694, 748, 745, 748, 751, 989,990, 1010. 
Organization of the Army, 168, 169. 
Bee, Hamilton P., 569, 572, 573. 


Pr Se Bisraar, 351. 


- Benjamin, Judah P. 
Attorney-General, C. 8., 1184. 
Correspondence. See State Department, O. 8. 
Mentioned, 6, 442, 565, 573, 574, 655, 669, 670, 1016, 

1037, 1125, 1184. 
Secretary of State, C.S., 1184. 
_ Secretary of War, C.S., 1184. 
Bennett, J. M. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 531, 532. 
Benning, Henry L. 
' Correspondence, J. Longstreet, 1093. 
Bentley, William G., 726. 
Berry, Micajah F. — 
Correspondence, J. H. Miller, 649. 
Bethea, Theo., 322. 
Bibb, T. P. A., 972. 
Billow, Brig, 1057. 
Bird, A. J., Schooner, 1058. 
Black, Jeremiah S., 636-638. 
Blackburn, Joseph C. S. 
Authority to enlist company for secret service, 
212. 
Correspondence, War Department, C.8., 212. 
Blackman, Homer. 
Correspondence: 
Noppers, J. D., 577. 
War Department, C.S., 575. 
Mentioned, 576. 
Blackstock, Ro. V. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office,C. S. A., 748. 
Blackstone, William, 1076. 
Blair, W. B., 974, 975. 
Blake, Edward D. 
Correspondence, 
C.S. A., 95. 
- Estimate of military resources of the Confed- 
erate States, 95-103. 
Mentioned, 95, 355, 788, 789. 
Report on special registration, 95-103. 
Blandford, Mark H., 1190. 
Blenheim, Steamer, 956. 
Bliss, William W. S., 979. 
Blockade. 
Evasion through Mexican ports, 565, 566, 569, 
572, 573. 
Bloodgood, M. Hildreth. 
Correspondence: 
Huse, C., 157. 
War Department, C. S., 702. 
Mentioned, 156, 528, 704. 
Board of Appraisement. 
Impressed slaves, 966. 
Boards of Examination. 
Conscripts, 66, 182, 183, 1176, 1177. 
Hospitals, 721. 
Invalid Corps, 214-217, 242, 243, 298, 624,1083, 1084. 
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Boards of Officers. 
A ppraisement, 966, 
Examination, 66, 182, 183, 214-217, 242, 243, 298, 
624, 721, 1083, 1084, 1176, 1177. 
Survey, 27, 449. 
Boards of Survey. 
Lost or damaged ordnance stores, 27, 449. 
Bocock, Nicholas F, 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 814. 
Mentioned, 804, 812. 
Bocock, Thomas 8S, 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 285. 
Mentioned, 137, 208, 473, 476, 1116, 1187, 1189, 1191. 
Boggs, William R. 
Correspondence. See EH. Kirby Smith. 
Bolingbroke, Henry St. John, 885. 
Bolton, James, 633. 
Bonaparte, Charles L. N. See Napoleon III. 
Bonaparte, Napoleon. See Napoleon I. 
Bonds. See Finance. 
Bonham, Milledge L. 
Correspondence. See South Oarolina, Gov. of. 
Mentioned, 33, 38, 39, 114, 402-404, 407,409-413, 432, 
735, 820, 879, 904, 1188. 
Boone, R. L., 649. 
Bostick, Edward. 
Authority to recruit C.S. colored troops, 1193. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C. 8. A., 1193. 
Boteler, Alexander R. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 257. 
Mentioned, 137, 1187, 1189. 
Botts, John M., 809. 
Boudinot, Elias C., 1189, 1191. 
Bounty. 
Act of C.S. Congress, Feb. 17, 1864, 178, 184. 
Enlisted men in service six months from Apr. 
1, 1864, 178, 184. 
Payable only to non-conscripts, 1000. 
Boutelle, Charles 0., 664. 
Bowman, Harrison, 816. 
Bowman, Tettler & Co., 157. 
Boyce, William W., 137, 1186, 1188, 1191. 
Boyden, Th., 256. 
Boyle, Cornelius. 
Correspondence: 
Lee, R. E., 606, 612. 
Noland, B. P., 606. 
War Department, C.S., 604, 605, 624. 
Mentioned, 611-613, 615. 
Brabham, J. J., 403. 
Bradford, Alexander B., 1186. 
Bradley, Benjamin F., 1190. 
Bradshaw, » 427. 
Bragg, Braxton. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
C.S. A., 270, 300, 394, 448, 506, 621, 722. 
Anderson, A., 353, 490, 504, 539. 
Anderson, P., 517. 
Bureau of Conscription, C. 8. A., 568, 609, 618. 
Cambell, P., 312. 
Davis, Jefferson, 6, 316, 601, 609, 620,624,630, 631, 
724, 841. 
Gardner, W. M., 725. 
Harris, 8. 8., 645. 
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Correspondenco: 
Johnston, J. E., 293. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 722. 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A., 293. 
Subsistence Department, C.S. “8 300. 
Taylor, R., 645. 
Treasury Department, C. S., 664. * 
Walter, H. W., 393. 
War Department, C. S., 312, 353, 354, 729. 
Mentioned, 20, 59,60, 165, 176, 252, 280, 313, 447, 448, 
473, 474, 577, 610, 611, 630, 640, 641, 645, 664, 724, 
725, 727-729, 787, 900, 948, 979, 989, 1001, 1182. 
Organization of general staff, 316. 
Reorganization of Bureau of Conscription, 
C.S. A., 624, 625, 640, 641. - 
Bragg, Thomas. 
~ Attorney-General, C.S., 1184. 
Commissioner for North Carolina, habeas corpus 
act, 210, 213, 238. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 200. 
Pearson, R. M., 214. 
War Dept., C. S., 210, 213, 238, 256, 267, 274, 284. 
Mentioned, 1184. 
Branch, A. M., 1191. 
Branch, E. B., 966. 
Brand, Fred. B. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 1180. 
Brandon, William L. 
Correspondence: 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
C.S. A., 517, 710, 740, 1162. 
Davis, Jefferson, 823. 
Harris, W. P., 903. 
Mississippi, Governor of, 710, 824,1034. 
Taylor, R., 1179. 
War Department, C. S., 645, 821, 902, 965. 
Mentioned, 740, 903. 
Breckinridge, John C. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 31. 
War Department, C. S., 240, 863. 
See also War Department, O. S. 
Mentioned, 262, 289, 290, 812, 864, 922, 989, 1041, 
1064, 1072, 1075, 1077, 1081, 1087, 1096, 1099, 1111, 
1115, 1116, 1123-1127, 1129, 1136, 1142-1144,1147- 
1150, 1152, 1158, 1159, 1161, 1166-1169, 1173,1175, 
1176, 1179, 1181, 1183, 1184, 1194. 
Secretary of War, C.S., 1183, 1184. 
Suggests reorganization and concentration of 
Kentucky troops, 31-33. 
Breckinridge, Robert J., jr. 
Authority to recruit in Kentucky, 661. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 601. 
Mentioned, 137, 661, 1188. 
Brenizer, Addison @., 700. 
Brent, A. J. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 519. 
Brent, George William. 
Correspondence. See Braxton Bragg. 
Bresser, 5 807. 
Brewer, 8. B., 643. 
Bridgers, Robert R., 137, 1188, 1191. i 
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Asks authority to ese a regi 
troops, 846. ane 

' Correspondence, War Department, C.S. 6 
Briscoe, Richard. : Fie 
Correspondence, G. P. Kane, 512. “at 


Brock, Mr., 444. Sh eee 


Brockenbrough, John W., 1187. _ 
Brooke, John M. 
Correspondence: 
Jones, C. Ap R.., 523. 
McCorkle, D. P., 522. 
Ramsay, H. A., 521. =a 
Brooke, Walker, 1186. : 
Brooks, John H., 694. 2 
Brooks, William M. 
Correspondence, W. P. Chilton, 415. 
Broumore, Ben, 811. 
Brown, Mr., 444. 
Brown, Albert G., 137, 1187, 1189. 
Brown, Charles, 5 
Brown, Clinton I., 1018. 
Brown, John A., 317. 
Brown, John C., 1042-1044. 
Brown, Joseph E. 
Correspondence. See Georgia, Governor of. 
Mentioned, 1, 2, 49, 75, 115, 116, 118,196,197 » 244, 24: 
259, 260, 277, 281, 344-346, 373, 380, go, 418, a 
473-476, 502, 530, 531, 536, 537, 550, 556, 560, 569, 
580, 601, 636, 637, 670, 715, 735, 745, 748, 820, 832, 
850, 867, 869, 912, 968, 979, 1011, 1049, 1111, 1112, 
1182, 1187. 
Brown, W. C., jr., 395. 

Browne, R. H. 
Correspondence. 
Browne, William M. 

Assignments, 269, 274, 281. 
Correspondence: 
Bureau of Conscription, C.S. A., 259, 260, 579, 
868, 870, 874, 1049. 
Cobb, H., 613, 1048. 
Davis, Jefferson, 269, 1118. 
Georgia, Governor of, 416, 440. 
Rowland, A. M., 259. : 
War Department, C. S., 530. 
Mentioned, 274, 281, 285, 371, 462, 464, 475, 476, 478) 
579, 580, 640, 871, 981, 1048, 1184. 
Secretary of State, C. S., 1184. 
Bruce, Ely M., 187, 1188, 1190. 
Bruce, Horatio W., 187, 1188, 1190. 
Bryan, Council A. 
Correspondence, Governor of Florida, 21. 
Bryan, E. H. 
Authority to recruit C.S. colored troops, 1194. 
Correspondence, S. Jones, 1194. 
Bryan, Henry, 694. 
Bryant, Hamilton G., 19. 
Buchanan, Thomas C., 543. 
Buchanan, W. Jefferson, 401. 
Buck, Dr., 903. 
Buckman, Thomas E., 166. 
Buckner, Simon B. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 31. 
Mentioned, 71, 72, 165. 


See Jones M. Withers. 


Sion ae See Jones M. Withers. 
Bureau of Conscription, U. 8. A. 
_ Appropriations, 138. 


August, T. P., Acting Superintendent, 1183. 
Condition, needs, etc., 988. 
Correspondence : 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
C.S. A., 445, 447, 542. 
Blake, E. D., 95. 
Bragg, B., 568, 609, 618. 
Browne, W. M.., 259, 260, 579, 868, 870, 874, 1049. 
Claiborne, J., 350. 
Clarke, F., 349. 
Davis, Jefferson, 259, 625, 640, 737, 854, 946. 
Holmes, T. H., 755. 
Johnston, J. C., 33. 
Kemper, J. L., 751, 858. 
Lay, G. W.., 847. 
Lee, R. E., 27, 1122. 
Mallett, P., 600,868,894. =< 
Melton, C. D., 1024. 
Miles, W. P., 883. 
Mississippi, Governor of, 870. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. S. A., 350. 
Shields, J. C., 665, 667, 669, 750, 998. 
South Carolina, Governor of, 1020. . 
War Department, C.5S., 95, 197, 224, 245, 256, 
354, 386, 464, 515, 579, 600, 610, 630, 668, 731, 737, 
742, 744, 751, 755, 780, 785, 846, 850, 851, 858, 866, 
882,943, 947, 979, 998, 1018, 1048, 1099, 1112,1119. 
Details, 1101, 1106, 1107. 
Digest of laws and orders, 893. 
Dnuffield, C. B., Acting Superintendent, 1183. 
Establishment, organization, etc., 944. 
Estimate of appropriations, 779. 
Exemption regulations, 36, 42. 
Expenditures, 988. 
Instructions to enrolling officers, 489. 
Jurisdiction over the reserves, 519. 
Lay, G. W.: 
Acting Superintendent, 1183. 
Inspector-General of Conscription, 893. 
List of officers, 610. 
Monthly returns, 853, 854, 940. 
Official correspondence, 751, 888, 893. 
Operations: 
Apr. 16, 1862-February, 1865, 1099-1110. 
Jan. 1-Apr. 1, 1864, 334, 335, 354-364. 
February—November, 1864, 785-789. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1863: Mar. 30, 893. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1864: Sept. 30, 999; 
Dec. 1, 887; No. 1, 24; No. 2, 34; No. 3, 36; 
No. 4, 42; No. 5, 57; No. 6, 77; No. 7, 187; 
No. 8, 217; No. 9, 230; No. 10, 238; No. 
11, 240; No. 12, 250; No. 18, 257; No. 14, 
270; No. 15, 275; Nos. 16,17, 305; No. 18, 
309; No. 19, 311; No. 20, 378; No. 21, 489. 
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Orders, Circulars, series 1864; No. 22, 503; Now 
28, 507; No. 24, 515; No. 256, 519; No. 26, 
534; No. 27, 564, 569; No. 28, 569; No. 29, 
578; No. 30, 629; No. 31, 640; No. 82, 654; 
No. 838, 713; No. 84, 853; No. 35, 896; No. 
86, 933; No. 37, 940. 

Pay, etc., of capi 517, 518. 

Powers, duties, etc., of officers, 34, 36, 42, 57,77, 
181, 217-224, 230, 381, 485, 568, 611, 618-621,623, 
630-633, 675, 737, 738, 742, 744, 745, 750, 780, 781, 
785-789, 887-893, 897, 898, 1177. 

Preston, J. S., Superintendent, 1183. 

Regulations, 564, 565, 606-608. ri 

Reorganization proposed, 624, 625, 640, 641. 

Retention of conscript officers in Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, 7, 8. 

Revision and correction of exemptions,12, 25, 57. 

. Special registration, 95. 

Supervision and control of recruiting, etc., 83, 84. 

Transfer of duties to Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, C.S. A., 1176, 1177. 

Travel allowances of officers, 564, 569, 579, 580. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, C. S. 

Appropriations, 138, 480. 

Establishment, organization, etc., 944. 

Operations, 342. 

Scott, S.S., Commissioner, 1183. 

Bureau of War, C. S. 
Establishment, organization, etc., 944. 
Kean, R. G. H., Chief, 1183. 

Burgess, Andrew J., 806. 

Burgwyn, Henry K. 

Correspondence: 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 748. 
War Department, C.5., 616. 
Burke, Edmund, 135. 
Burke, Theophilus, 393, 396-398. 
Burnet, William E., 317. 
Burnett, Henry C., 137, 1186, 1187, 1189. 
Burnett, Theodore L., 137, 1186, 1188, 1190. 
Burnett, William, 807. 
Burton, James H., 527. 
Burwell, William M. 
Correspondence, War Department, C.S., 226. 
Mentioned, 227. 
Busteed, Richard, 134. 
Butler, Benjamin F., Atty. Gen., 320, 321. 
Butler, Benjamin F'., General, 68, 132, 335, 336, 756, 
757. 
Byam, J. H., jr., 507. 
Byers, J. S., 446. 
Cabell, D. S., 972. 
Cable, David F., 934-939, 1001, 1002. 
Cadets. 
Examination for promotion, 1157, 1158. 
Caldwell, James. 
Correspondence, J. O. Heriot, 405. 
California. 
Recruiting service, 76, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Callahan, E. H., 807. 
Callahan, 8. B., 1191. 
Calls for Troops. 
Act of C.S. Congress, Mar. 13, 1865, 1161. 
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Calls for Troops—Continued. Chaplains. ‘ 
Georgia militia, 612, 1058. Battalions and general hospitals, 496. 
Mississippi militia, 590. Commutation of rations, 53. E 
South Carolina militia, 1058. ~ Forage for horses, 194. i 
Calvert, J. Rations, 163. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 550. Chapman, Alfred. 
Calvert, John S. Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 771. 


Correspondence, J. W. G. Smith, 538. 
Cambell, Parker. 
Correspondence, B. Bragg, 312. 
Cameron, John W., 211, 675. = 
Cammack, Richard C., 509. 
Campbell, J. A. P., 1186. 
Campbell, J. P. H., 687. 
Campbell, John A. 
Assistant Secretary of War, C.S., 1183. 
Correspondence, War Department, C.S., 262, 287, 
377, 378, 547, 615, 704, 740, 755, 903, 1005, 1065, 
1066, 1120, 1124. 
See also War Department, C. 8. 
Mentioned, 261, 458, 564, 659, 771, 821, 883,944,1001, 
1058, 1179, 1183. 
Camper, John, 810. 
Camps of Instruction. 
Canada. 
Missions of: 
Clay, C. C., jr., 322, 584-587, 636-640. 
Holcombe, J. P., 583, 584, 639, 640. 
Thompson, J., 278, 322, 639. 
Canova, Paul, 19. 
Cantley, A. G., 972. 
Caperton, Allen T., 137, 1187, 1190. 
Cardin, Randall, 807, 
Carnot, Lazare N. M., 787, 885. 
Caroline, Steamer, 957. 
Caroline Goodyear, Schooner, 566, 573. 
Carrall, Schooner, 1057. 
Carrie Estell, Brig, 1057. 
Carrington, Isaac H. 
Correspondence, War Dept.,C.S., 810,812,816, 864. 
Mentioned, 1194. 
Carrington, L., 235, 237, 244. 
Carrington, William A. 
Correspondence, Surgeon - General's 
C.S. A., 537, 687. 
Carroll, David W., 1190. 
Carswell, Nathaniel A., 311. 
Carter, John W., 618. 
Caruthers, Robert L., 706, 1186. 
Cary, John B., 726. 
Cavalry. 
Organization, etc., 194. 
Transfer of dismounted, to infantry, 499, 503, 
571, 572. 
Chaillé, S. E. 


See Rendezvous. 


Office, 


Correspondence, Surg. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 516. 


Chalaron, Stephen, 702. 
Chalmers, James R. 

Correspondence, Governor of Mississippi, 8. 
Chambers, Henry (€., 137, 1188, 1190. 
Chambers, J. M. 

Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 825, 826. 
Chambers, John E. 

Correspondence, G. P. Kane, 512. 

Chambliss, John R., jr., 137, 858, 1189, 


Charleston and Savannah Railroad. 
Threatened destruction by enemy, 969. 
Charleston (S. C.) Mercury, 1003. 
Chase, Salmon P., 6. 
Cherokee Indians. 
Appropriation for benefit of, 39, 40. 
Delegates to C.S. Congress, 1189, 1191. 
Chesnut, James, jr. 
Correspondence: 

Davis, Jefferson, 364, 507, 

War Department, C.S., 645, 711, 712. { 
Mentioned, 1186. 

Chickamauga, C.S.S. 
Mentioned, 1056-1058. 
Vessels captured,1058. 
Childress, Stephen, 808. 
Childress, Tom, 808. 
Childress, William, 808. 
Chilton, C. N. 
Correspondence, J. N. Archer, 651. 
Mentioned, 650. 
Chilton, D. Saunders, 274, 392. 
Chilton, Robert H. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C. 8. A., 43. 

See also Adjt.and Insp. Gen.’s Office, 0. S. A. 
Establishment of Bureau of Inspection, 43-45. 
Mentioned, 268, 542. 

Chilton, William P. 
Correspondence: 
Brooks, W. M., 415. 
War Department, C. S., 58, 415. 
Mentioned, 137, 1185, 1188, 1190. 
Chinn, Mr., 444. 
Chisman, Samuel R., 746. 
Choctaw Nation. 
Delegates to C. S. Congress, 1189, 1191. 
Chrisman, James S., 1188, 1190. 
Churchill, Thomas J., 989. 
City of Petersburg, Steamer, 114, 296, 351, 956. 
Civil Courts. 
Co-operation with military authorities, 598. 
Injunctions against C. S. officers, 561, 562. 
Remarks, Secretary of War, C. S., 965, 966. 
Claggett, Henry 0., 726. 
Claiborne, J. H. 
Correspondence, Subsistence Dept.,C.S.A., 1136. 
Claiborne, John. 
Correspondence, 
C.S. A., 350. 
Mentioned, 610, 611. 
Claiborne, Thomas D., 536. 
Clanton, James H. 
Correspondence, L. Polk, 394. 
Mentioned, 1059. 
Clapp, J. W., 137, 689, 1188. 
Clark, Charles. 
Correspondence. See Mississippi, Governor of. 


Bureau of Conscription, 


arke, Frank, 
ee 
' C.S. A., 349. 
.Mentioned, 350. 
_ Clarke, Thomas E. 
= Correspondence, Governor of Florida, 21. 
_ Clarkson, John N., 925. 
‘Clay, C. W., 507. 
Clay, Clement C., jr. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 322. 
State Department, C.S., 584, 636. 
Mentioned, 137, 584, 1187. 
Mission to Canada, 322, 584-587, 636-640. 
Clay, Hugh L. = 
Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, 0. S.A. 
Mentioned, 171, 387, 840. 
Claybrook, R. A. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 519. 
Clayton, Alexander M. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 598. 
Mentioned, 1186. 
Clayton, Samuel. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 1010. 
Cleburne, Patrick R. 
Memorial urging the freeing and arming of 
slaves, 1. 
Mentioned, 1. 
Clements, Nelson. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 565. 
Hart, S., 566. 
Miller, W. D., 572. 
Reagan, J. H., 572. 
State Department, C. S., 569. 
Mentioned, 565, 566. 
Clemson, J. C., 702. 
Clemson, T. G., 700, 702. 
Clopton, David. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. 5S., 58. 
Mentioned, 137, 1188, 1190. 
Clothing and Equipage. 
Accounts of soldiers, 74. 
C.S. colored troops, 1161. 
Competition between State and C.S. agents, 11, 
64, 65, 152, 153, 672, 690-692. 
Deceased soldiers, 572. 
Enlisted men, 1033, 1034. 
Invalid Corps, 216. 
Issues to C. S. Army, July 1, 1864—Jan. 1, 1865, 
1039-1041. 
Machinery from abroad for manufacture, 210, 
211, 683, 684. 
Measures to provide supplies, 10, 28, 29, 38, 210, 
211, 288, 289, 292, 298, 295-297, 402, 416, 439, 442, 
499, 500, 526, 527, 529, 556-558, 565-567, 572-574, 
673-675, 683, 684, 1077, 1078, 1096-1099. 


Bureau of Conscription, 


} 
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E 


Clothing and nN as 
Officers, 186, 1033, 1034. a 
Purchases abroad, 10, 526, 527, 529, 566, 567, ou, 

675, 930, 955-958, 
Regulations, Q. M.’s Dept., C.S. ‘A., 1038, 1034. 
Salé prohibited, 1160. 
Soldiers in hospital, 594, 

Cloyd, Joseph. 

Correspondence, B. P. Noland, 289. 
Mentioned, 262, 290. - 

Cluskey, Michael W., 1191. 

Cobb, Mr., 444 

Copp, Howell. 

Correspondence: 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
C.S. A., 310, 344, 460, 461, 473, 476, Oe 993. 

_ Browne, W. M., 6138, 1048. 

Crawford, M. J., 462. 

Davis, J oan 532, 580, 1015, 1118. 

Georgia, Governor of, 347, 381, 417, 421, 481, 434, 
442, 455. 

Glenn, J. A., 993. 

War Department, C.S., 13, 31, 33, 42, 48, 74, 113, 
371, 439, 440, 457, 462, 463, 477, 478, 502, 516, 538, 
542, 548, 550, 644,745,748, 822, 964, 981, 991, 1009, 
1030, 1048. 

Whitner, J. C., 1016. 

Mentioned, 13, 15, 17, 25, 49, 64, 65, 83, 277, 278, 281, 
311, 446, 447, 457, 460, 461, 476, 477, 530, 715, 746, 
965, 992, 993, 1015, 1016, 1101, 1180, 1185. . 

Cobb, Lamar. 

Correspondence, M.J. Crawford, 461. 

See also Howell Oobb. 

Cobb, Thomas R. R., 

Cochran, John, 1043, 1044. 

Coke, Edward, 1076. 

Coker, J. P., 19, 47. 

Cold Harbor, Va. 

Operations at and about, May 31-June 12, 1864, 
756, 757. 

Cole, A. H. 

Correspondence: 

Paxton, A. M., 65, 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 1087. 

Mentioned, 1086. 

Cole, Robert G., 61. 

Collie, Alexander. 

Agreement to furnish army supplies, etc., 
529, 566. 

Mentioned, 526, 527, 529, 566, 567, 1117. 

Collie, Alexander, & Co., 10, 28, 526, 588, 673, 1117. 

Collie, William, 1117. 

Collie & Crenshaw, 527. 

Collie & Thorburn, 241. 

Collier, Charles F., 137, 1189. 

Collins, Nathaniel D., 8. 

Columbia and Augusta Railroad. 

Construction, etc., for military purposes, 226- 
229, 969, 970. 

Colyar, Arthur S., 1191. 

Comanche Indians. 

Alliance with Confederate States, 1180. 

Comelia (Slave), 662. 

Commandants of Conscripts. 

Duties, etc., 34, 36, 42, 57, 77, SITES 230, 231, 489, 
623, 675, 1177. 
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INDEX. i 
Commerce. See Trade and Intercourse. Confederate Troops—Continued. 
Commissaries of Subsistence, C. 8S. A. patanteye—auaicee: Ist Foreign, 1083; 8th, 


Appointment recommended, 104. 
Commissary-General of Prisoners (C-). 
Pillow, G.J., appointed and relieved, 1082, 1177. 
Ruggles, D., appointed, 1177. 
Commissioners. - 
Habeas corpus, 204, 210-213, 225, 238, 243, 257, 493. 
Impressments, 608. 
Railroads, 694. 
Commissioners of Impressments. 
Conference at Montgomery, Ala., and Raleigh, 
N.C., 608. 
Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., 54-57, 
262-266, 271-274, 389-392, 704-706, 982-986, 1050- 
1053, 1169-1173. 
Suggestions,Q. M. General, C.S. A., 748. 
See also Impressments. 
Conduct of the War. 
Address of C. S. Congress to people of Confed- 
eracy, 126-137, 139, 140. 
Remarks: 
Davis, Jefferson, 12, 13, 67-70. 
Georgia, Governor of, 61-63. 
Secretary of War, C.S., 164, 165. 
Resolutions: — 
Congress, C. S., 126. 
Congress, U.S., 130. 
Georgia Legislature, 12. 
Cone, Aurelius F., 725-727. 
Cone, Peter, 235, 237, 244. 
Confederate States Colored Troops. 
Act of C.S. Congress, Mar. 13, 1865, 1161. 
Clothing, 1161. 
Organization, equipment, etc., 1144, 1161, 1162, 
1175, 1178, 1193, 1194. 
Pay, ete., 1161. 
Rations, 1161. 
Recruitment of, authorized, 1144, 1161, 1193, 1194. 
Regulations for recruiting, 1161, 1162. 
Relation of slaves to owners, 1161. 
Remarks: 
Benjamin, J. P., 959, 960. 
Clayton, S., 1010, 1011. 
Cobb, H., 1009, 1010. 
Davis, Jefferson, 797-799, 1110, 1133, 1178. 
Hancock, F. W., 1193. 
Hunter, A., 1007-1009. 
Lee, R. E., 1012, 1018, 1175. 
Secretary of War,C. S., 693, 694,761, 762,768-771. 
Turner, T. P., 1194. 
Requisition on Governor of Virginia, 1166, 1169. 
Confederate States Government. 
Alliance with Indians, 1180. 
Condition, needs, etc. Remarks, 
Davis, 1130-1136. 
Congresses 1861-1865, 1184, 1185. 
Declaration of dispositions, principles, and pur- 
poses, by C. 8. Congress, 486-488. 
European sympathy, 424, 425. 
Executive officers, 1861-1865, 1184. 
Members of Congress, 1861-1865, 1185-1191. 
Military resources, 1124. 
Confederate Troops. 
Cavalry—Battalions: 7th, 1182. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 7th, 536. 
Engineers—Regiments: 1st, 3d, 858. 


Jefferson 


1176. 
Congress, C. 8. 

Abolition of certain officers in oe 8 
and Subsistence Departments. Remarks, 
Jefferson Davis, 1126-1128. ; 

Additional officers of artillery for ordnance 
duties, 475, 497. 

Additional quartermasters and commissaries, 
495. 

Address to people of the Confederate States, 
126-137, 139, 140. 

Adjustment of impressment claims, 501. 

Appointment General-in-Chief C. S. Army, 1058. 

Appropriations: 

Adjt. and Insp: Gen.’s Dept., C. S. A., 138, 480. 

Bureau of Constription, C.S. A., 138. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, C. S., 138, 480. 

Cherokee Nation, 39, 40. 

Engineer Department, C.5.A., 139, 480, 626. 

Impressed slaves, deceased, 139. 

Legislative, executive, and judicial expenses, 
187-139, 479, 480, 486. 

Medical Department, C.S. A., 139, 480, 626. 

Munitions of war, 138, 139, 480. 

Niter and Mining Bureau, C. 8. A., 480, 626. 

Ordnance Department, C. S. A., 139, 480, 626. 

Pay of the Army, 138, 480. 

Quartermaster’s Dept., C.S. A., 188, 480, 626. 

Subsistence Department, C.S. A., 139, 480, 626. 

Support of the Army, 138, 480, 626. 

Auxiliary bureaus of War Department west of 
Mississippi River, 193, 194. 

Bonds, C. S., 159-161, 482. 

Bounty, 178, 184, 1000. 

Bureau of Conscription abolished, 1176, 1177. 

Call for number of men and casualties in C.S. 
Army, 425. 

Call for 300,000 troops authorized, 1161. 

Capture and destruction of enemy’s property, 
139. 

Cavalry, 194, 499. 

Certificates for interest on bonds, 110, 111. 

Change of date for assembling, 70. 

Chaplains, 194, 496. 

Civil and military officers in War Department, 
etc., 943. 

Clothing for officers, 1033. 

‘*Coals of the steamer Advance,” 1055. 

Coin for furnishing supplies to Army, 1155, 1156. 

Commutation value of hospital rations, 175, 498. 

Compensation for staff duty, 298, 299. 

Compensation of civil officers and employés in 
President’s Office and in Executive and Leg- 
islative Departments at Richmond, Va., 194, 
195. 

Conditions, needs, etc., of Executive Depart- 
ments, 1095. 

Conduct of the war, 126-137, 139, 140. 

Conscription, 178-181, 1180, 1176, 1177. 

Consolidation of reduced regiments, 1124, 1166, 
1167. 

Correspondence: 

Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 425. 
Davis, Jefferson, 29, 49, 429, 835, 850, 948-950 
996, 1015, 1055, 1096; 1099, 1111, 1125, 1136. 
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aster-General's Office, C.S. A., 1039. 
Dept., C. S., 941, 962, 1026, 1033. 

Ww artment, C. S., 104. 
Courts-martial and military courts, 192, 193, 1124. 


ition of aiepostiions: pact alee and pur- 

poses relative to existing war, 486-488. 

Destruction of cotton, tobacco, etc., to avoid 

= capture, 1066, 

 Diminution of exemptions and details, 1128, 1129, 

s 1133. 

Discharge from military service, 1153. 

- Donations to C.S. Treasury by citizens, 1128. 

Drunkenness in the Army, 193. 

Efficiency of the cavalry, 499. 

Election, etc., of members, 35, 36, 465, 466. 

Engineer Corps, C.S. A., 190. 

Engineer troops, C. 8. A., 190, 191. 

Ensigns, 190, 492, 1167. 

Exemption of railroads from duties on ma- 
chinery, etc., 442. 

Exemptions oes military service, 179-181, 472, 
473, 494, 495, 850, 1112. 

Forage for chaplains’ horses, 194. 

Foreign commerce, 80-82, 897, 928, 948-953. 

Free postage on newspapers to soldiers, 1037— 
1039. 

Furloughs and discharges in hospitals, 175. 

General and lieutenant-generals, 194. 

General staff, 497, 498, 835-838. 

Habeas corpus act, 203, 204, 429. 

Harboring, etc., deserters and enticing deser- 
tions, 189. 

Holcombe (S. C.) Legion, 430. 

Hospital accommodations for sick and wounded 
officers, 174, 496. 

Importation of luxuries, etc., 78-80, 486. 

Impressments of supplies, 198, 199, 249, 1170. 

Increased compensation heads Executive De- 
partments, etc., 485. 

Increase of pay, enlisted men, 492. 

Invalid Corps, 214, 1083. 

Jurisdiction and sovereignty of Virginia over 
ancient boundaries, 466, 

Manifesto relative to existing war, 486-488. 

Manufacture of spirituous liquors for Army, 
etc., 481, 482. 

Members, 1187-1191. 

Messages of the President, 29, 49, 67, 107,114, 865- 
868, 429, 450, 472, 475, 553, 790-800, 819, 835, 850, 
948-953, 996, 1015, 1037-1039, 1055, 1058, 1096, 
1099, 1111, 1124-1137, 1154, 1155. 

Military courts, 70, 192, 193, 494, 497, 498. 

Negroes, 208, 996, 997, 1114, 1116, 1161. 

New regiments, etc., 52. 

Niter and Mining Bureau, C.S. A., 492, 493. 

Organization, ete., of forces within enemy’s 
lines, 496, 497. 

Organization, etc., of the Army, 178-181, 183, 184, 
1161. 3 

Partisan rangers, 194. 

Passports, 442, 1014. 

Pay, ete., of general officers, 497. 

Payment of arrears to Army and Navy, 1154. 

Pay of commissioners, habeas corpus act, 493. 
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Congress, €. §S.—Continued. - 
Pay of master armorer at Richmond, Va., 64. _ 
Pay of soldiers and sailors on detailed service, = 

3, 493. y 

Pay of the Army, 962, 963. : 

- Peace propositions, 1058. 

Preservation of journals, 1015-1018. 

Promotion for skill and yalor, 190. 

Promotion of army officers, 1125. 

Purchase of clothing by ofticers, 186. 

Rank of aides-de-camp, 1125. 

Rank of officers, 29, 30. 

Rations, 186, 481, 930. = 

Records of State troops, 189, 190, 496. 

Reduction of the currency, 159-161. 

Regimental commissaries, 491, 492. 

Report House Military Committee on Presi- 
dent's message, Mar. 13, 1865, 1144-1147. 

‘Report Select Committee on President’s mes- 
sage, Mar. 13, 1865, 1148-1152. 

Report Senate committee on rank of certain 
officers, 30. 

Resolution in relation to the war, 126. 

Resolution of Senate respecting appointment of 
A.R. Lawton as Quartermaster-General, 51. 

Sale of military clothing, 1160.. 

Scouts and guards to communicate with Trans- 
Mississippi Department, 493, 494. 

Sessions, J185. 

Store-keepers, military, 191, 492. 

Substitutes, 11, 12. 

Supernumerary officers, 163, 494. 

Taxation, 140-152, 479, 482-485. 

Tax in kind, 14, 68, 64, 478. 

Temporary rank, 496. + 

Tobacco for the Army, 299. 

Transportation for Members, 481. 

Transportation of officers under orders, 492. 

Transportation sick and wounded officers, 496. 

Treasury notes, C. 8., 159-161, 482. 

Veteran Soldiers’ Home, 108-110. 

Congress, Provisional, C. 8. 

Members, 1185-1187. 

Sessions, 1184. 

Congress, U. 8. 

Resolution, conduct of the war, 130. 

Conner, C. C., 543. 

Conner, H. W. 

Correspondence, H. C. Guerin, 412. 

Mentioned, 402, 408. 

Conrad, Charles M., 137, 1186, 1188, 1190. 

Conrow, Aaron H., 137, 1186, 1188, 1191. 

Conscription. 

Acts of C.S. Congress: 

Feb. 17, 1864, 178-181. 
Mar. 7, 1865, 1176, 1177. 

Age limit, 178-181, 183, 212, 231, 238, 240, 256, 257, 
268, 269, 295, 376, 447, 463, 507, 680, 712, 713, 715, 
1059-1063, 1178, 1179. : 

Bond for agricultural details, 250, 251. 

Census statistics, 103. 

Chief of Inspecting Department, 888. 

Citizens of Maryland, 311, 312, 387, 388, 507, 510- 
518, 545-547, 550, 551. 

Deficiency in results, 854-856, 858, 859, 886. 

Details, 179, 305, 309, 336, 337, 523, 524, 628, 629, 712, 
718, 715, 720, 734, 735, 873, 874, 1104-1110. 
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Conscription—-Continued. 

Difficulties attending, 224, 225. 

Duties, etc., of inspectors, 887-896. 

Employés Ordnance Department, C. 8. A., 741. 

EmployésShakanoosa Arms Manufacturing Co., 
Dawson, Ga., 476-478. 

Enforcement, 243, 244, 258-260, 268-271, 275-278, 
285, 293-295, 307, 316-318, 322, 323, 349, 350, 353- 
359, 376, 416, 440, 441, 445-448, 463, 464, 466, 472, 
530, 531, 624, 640, 641, 652, 653, 665-669, 710-712, 
722, 723, 740, 746, 749, 754, 755, 817-824, 845-849, 
880-886, 902-904, 965, 966, 981, 1009, 1010, 1030, 
1031, 1048-1050, 1099-1101, 1159-1166, 1176,1177. 

Enlistment of substitutes prohibited, 11, 24. 

Enrollment of reserves, 212, 257, 270. 

Enrollment of Tennessee and Kentucky con- 
scripts, 34. 

Erroneous returns of exempted North Carolina 
State officers, 868, 894. 

Examination of conscript officers for field serv- 
ice, 187. 

Examining boards, 66, 182, 183, 1176, 1177. 

Exemption regulations, 181, 182. 

Exemptions, 103, 178-181, 218-224, 240,359-364,548, 
598-601, 730,731,872, 873,994, 995, 1102, 1103,1110. 

See also Exemptions from Conscription. 

Exhibits: 

Agricultural details, 1104, 1110. 

Camp guards, supporting force, etc., Sept. 9, 
1864, 633, 634. 

Census statistics, 103. 

Conscripts detailed after Apr. 16, 1862, 1101, 
1109. 

Conscripts enrolled, exempted, detailed, as- 
signed, etc., December, 1863—March, 1864,359— 
364. 

Conscripts enrolled and assigned after Apr. 16, 
1862, 1101, 1109, 1110. 

Details account public necessity, 1104-1106, 
1110. 

Details Executive Depts., etc., 1106, 1107, 1110. 

Details of contractors, 1107, 1108, 1110. 

Details of mechanics, etec., 1108-1110. 

Exemptions after Apr. 16, 1862, 1102, 1103, 1110. 

Men subject to call, 1864, 103. 

Persons employed on conscript service in 
Georgia, 871. 

Volunteers and conscripts furnished by re- 
spective States to January, 1864, 102, 103. 

Extension urged by Jefferson Davis, 114, 115. 

Failure of system, 964, 965, 976-979. 

Former laws repealed, 231. 

Functions of ‘‘ temporary boards,’’ 503. 

Georgia civil and military officers, 344-349, 381- 
386, 416-422, 431-444, 455-457, 476, 502, 530-532. 
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Magnolia, Schooner, 1057. 
Magrath, Andrew G. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davia. 652. 
See also South Carolina, Governor of. 
Mentioned, 964, 969, 970, 979, 980, 1004, 1005, 1018, 
1019, 1024, 1058. 
Magruder, John B. 
Correspondence : 
Nichols, E. B., 268. 
Smith, E. K., 126, 253. 
Texas, Governor of, 24, 40, 253, 258, 268, 271, 278. 
Mentioned, 566, 572. 
Mahone, William, 857. 
Major, Minor, 174. 


~ Correspondence: 9 
Bureau of Conaeulp Hun: (Oh 8. a 600, 
Webb, T., 599. 
_ Mentioned, 256, 353, 490, 504-507, 755. 
Mallory, Stephen R. 
Correspondence. 
Mentioned, 93, 161, 213, 242, 305, 371, 381, 411, 493, 
521,528 592, 695, 697, 799, 1055, 1072, 1184, 
Secretary of the Navy, C.S., 1184. 
Malone, James C., jr., 621. 
Manlove, C. A., 66. 
Manly, Matthias E., 213. + 
Mann, A. Dudley. _ , 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 401. 
Mansfield, La. 
Battle, Apr. 8, 1864, 756. 


| Mark, D. H., 1180. 


Mark L. Potter, Bark, 1058. 
Marlborough, John C., 885. 
Marmaduke, John 8., 989. 
Marshall, Charles. 
Correspondence. See Robert H. Lee. 
Marshall, Henry, 1186, 1188. 
Marshall, Humphrey, 1190. 
Martin, Alfred M. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A., 748. 
Martin, David B. 
Correspondence, E. K. Smith, 257. 
Martin, H. N., 649, 650. 
Martin, James G., 428, 822, 823, 989, 1182. 
Martin, John M., 137, 1188. 
Mary A. Hawes, Schooner, 1057. 
Maryland. 
Conscription of citizens, 311, 312, 
510-513, 545-547, 550, 551. 
Consolidation of organizations, 572. 
Maryland Line, 248, 312, 387, 388, 507, 510-513, 550, 
551. 
Orgn., equip., etc., of vols., 248. 
Retention in service of members 1st Battery, 
545-547. 
Maryland Troops (C.). 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Ist, 545, 546; 2d 
(Baltimore Light), 858 ; 4th (Chesapeake) 857. 
Cavalry—Battalions: 1st, 572. 
Mason, James M., 11, 1187. 
Mason, Wylie W. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 748. 
Mather, J. C. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 259. 
Mentioned, 464. 
Matthews, J. H., 702. 
Matthews, James M., 204, 1033, 1156, 1170. 
Maury, Dabney H.-+ 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 317, 1011. 
Alabama, Governor of, 601, 841. 
Mississippi, Governor of, 841, 847, 863. 
Thomas, B. M., 753. 
War Department, C.S8., 239. 
Withers, J. M., 753. 
Mentioned, 212, 248, 520, 522, 577,590,591, 1061, 1182. 
Suggests establishment of military school, 317. 
Maury, Matthew F. 
Electro-magnetic torpedo exploders, 1117, 1118. 
Mentioned, 1117, 1118. 


387, 388, 507, 


See Navy Department, O. s. <a 


mM pe ¢} “soe 
7 foe: Augustus E., 137, 1187, ot 
Maynard, George F., 725, 988. nr ee 
Maynard, John C., 725,726. ; 
Meagher, Thomas F., 5. 
Means, S. C. 
Correspondence, H. C. Guerin, 411. 
Mentioned, 402, 403, 408. 
Mechanics. ‘ 
Demands for skilled, 520-523, 696. 
Details, 305, 534, 1108, 1109. 


Wk ployment of aliens, 670, 671, 696. : 
Ordnance Department, exempted from conscrip- 
tion, 1082, 1083. 


Union deserters, 863-866. 

- Medical Department, C. S. A. 

Appropriations, 139, 480, 626. 

Care of impressed negroes, 898. ; 

Condition, needs, etc., 975, 1064, 1073-1076, 1095. 

Details, 363, 1101, 1106-1109. 

Estimates for foreign supplies, 589, 590. 

Estimates of appropriations, 777, 1111. 

Moore, S. P., Surgeon-General, 1183. 

Organization, ete., 943. 

Pro rata distribution of appropriations, 627, 628. 

Regulations, 548. 

Medical Examinations. 

Conscription, 66, 182, 183, 1176, 1177. 

Hospitals, 721. 

Invalid Corps, 214-217, 242, 243, 398, 624, 1083, 1084. 

Medical Officers, C. S. A. 

Attention to impressed negroes, 898. 

Examining boards, 66, 182, 183, 214-217, 242, 243, 

298, 624, 721, 1083, 1084, 1176, 1177. 

Leaves of absence, 623. 

' Pay, etc., of contract, 623. 

Personal reports, 548. 

Property returns, 548. 

Surgical operations, 402. 

Transfer of supplies, 548. 

Medical Supplies. 

Alcoholic stimulants, 537, 538. 

Deficiency, 718-720. 

Indigenous remedies, 402, 533. 

Manufacture of suap from wheat-straw ashes, 

687. 
Manufacture of whisky from sorghum seed, 712. 
Measures to provide, 481, 682, 687, 712, 789, 790, 
1180, 1181. 
Purchases abroad, 526, 930, 955-958. 
Transfer, 548. 
Meem, Gilbert 8. 

Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 847. 
Mell, Patrick H., 311. 
Melton, C. D. 

Correspondence, 

C.8. A., 1024. 

Mentioned, 1018, 1019. 

Melton, Samuel W. 


. 


Bureau of Conscription, 


Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Ofice, 0. S. A.; also War Depart- 
ment, C.S. 


Mentioned, 171, 172. 


Secretary of the Troasdey; 
Mendenhall, George, 661. 
Mendenhall, George, Mrs.,662. 
Menees, Thomas, 137, rea 1191. 
Meredith, John A., 660 : 


al 
Meridian, Miss. 
Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Mar. 6, 1864, 324. ie hl 
Meriwether, Minor. Se | he 
Correspondence, R. Taylor, 742. "ie “a4 ; 
Mentioned, 312, 694. anes 
Mexico. 3 ; un “< 


Evasion of blockade via, 565, 566, 569, 572, B13, 
Overland commerce, 206, 207, 239, 240, 246, 306. 
Recruiting service, 960-962. ‘ 
Seizure of C.S. Army supplies, 566, 573. 
Meyer, Hy., 669, 670. 
Michie, James M., 659. 
Middleton, Henry. 
Correspondence, State Department, U.S., 133. 
Mentioned, 133. 
Miles, William Porcher. , 
Correspondence, Bureau of Conscription, 
C.S. A., 883. 
See also Congress, O. 8. 
Mentioned, 137, 1186, 1188, 1191. 
Military Courts. 
Assignment of judges, 70. 
Details of army officers, 193. : 
Powers, etc., 192, 193, 246, 247,254, 494, 497,498, 503. 
Remarks: 
Davis, Jefferson, 247. 
Lee, R. E., 246, 247. 
Secretary of War, C.S., 247, 254, 331, 332. 
Revision of proceedings, 1124. 
Military Store-Keepers, €. S. A. 
Appointment, etc., 191, 492. nis 
Examination, 749. 
Militia. 
Alabama, 601, 747. 
Georgia, 259, 260, 536, 545, 550, 569, 612, 724, 748,749, 
822, 850, 1034, 1058, 1181. 
Liability of exempted men to duty, 574. 
Liability to conscription, 172-174, 256, 376. 
Mississippi, 172-174, 590, 747, 1034, 1041. 
North Carolina, 307. 
Remarks, Jefferson Davis, 1133. 
Virginia, 256, 268, 269, 376, 1039. 
Milledgeville (Ga.) Union, 260. 
Miller, Jo. H. 
Correspondence, M. F. Berry, 649. 
Miller, Middleton, 606. 
Miller, Samuel A. 
Correspondence, See Congress, C. S. 
Mentioned, 187, 1189, 1191. 
Miller, W. D. 
Correspondence, N. Clements, 572. 
Miller, William. 
Assigned and relieved commandant of con- 
scripts, Florida, 66, 569. 


S é Florida, Governor of. 
83, 380, 499, 556, 905. 


s of the Gospel. 

s to the people, 1118. 
tion from conscription, 179. 
sionary operations in the Army, 942. 


linors. 
_ Discharge, 1153. 
| ') Joseph F., 574. 


ssissippi. : 


cultural details, 1104, 
Arms for militia, 590,591,602. ° 
- Camp guards, ete., in conscript service Sept. 9, 
hes 1864, 634. 


Census statistics, 103. 
Commissioner, habeas corpus act, 257. 
Conference of impressment commissioners at 
Montgomery, Ala., 608. 
Consolidation of organizations, 543, 838. 
Co-operation of civil courts with military au- 
thorities, 598. 
Denis, J. C., assigned commandant of conscripts, 
376. 2 
Deserters returned to Army, 363, 1109. 
Destitution of people, 978. 
Enforcement of conscription acts, 446, 450, 710, 
~ 740, 821-824, 902-904, 965, 966, 1162-1164. 
Enlistment of conscripts in State organizations, 


nished, 103. 
Estimate of military resources, 102, 635. 
Exhibits of conscripts enrolled, exempted, de- 

>. tailed, assigned, ete., 103, 363, 1101-1103, 1105- 

: ' 1107. 

- Impressment of slaves, 1039. ‘ 
Liability of militia to conscription, 172-174. 
Members of C.S. Congress, 1186-1190. 

Men furnished, 101-103, 363, 1101. 

Men subject to conscription, 1864, 103. 

Militia, 172-174, 590, 747, 1034, 1041, 

Operationsin. See Meridian. Expedition, etc., 
Feb, 3-Mar. 6, 1864. 

Quota impressed slaves, 933. 

Reserves, 517, 525. 

Resistance to conscription, actual and antici- 
pated, 904. 

Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., 262-266, 
686. 

State officers exempted from conscription on 
certificate of Governor, 851, 866-870. 

State troops, 307-309, 710, 740, 821-824, 841. 

Trade with the enemy, 645-651, 677-683, 688, 689, 
718, 735, 789, 790. 

Transfer of militia to C.S. service, 1034. 

Transfer of State troops to C. S. service, 229, 261, 
1041. 

Unauthorized military organizations, 689. 

Unlawful seizures of private property, 689. 


8,9. 
q Estimated percentage of white population fur- 
a4 
G 


—. 


\ a] 
_ Orders, Special, series 1863: No. 


Mississippi, Governor of. | 
Call for militia, 590. 

_ Conference of Governors at Augusta, Ga., 735, 

736. ate 
"Correspondence : ; 
Brandon, W. L., 710, 824, 1084. 
Bureau of Conscription, C. S. A., 870. 
Chalmers, J. R., 8. 
Davis, Jefferson, 525, 736, 1030, 1039. 
Lee, S. D., 9. x 
Maury, D. H., 841, 847, 863. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 685, — 
Polk, L., 229, 261, 307. : = 
Taylor, R., 1041. 
“War Department, C. S., 172,446,450, 590,591,602. 

Mississippi Central Railroad. 

Construction, etc., for military purposes, 9, 10, 
478, 508, 514. 

Mississippi Troops (C.). 
Cavalry—Battalions : 19th, 543; 23d, 838. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st Partisan Rangers, 543; 

2d Partisan Rangers, 9; 3d (State), 9; 7th, 
Sth, 543; Jeff Davis Legion, 536, 537. 

Missouri. 

Members of C. 8. Congress, 1186-1191. 
Recruiting service, 713. 
Representation in C. S. Congress, 35, 36. 

Missouri Troops (C.). 

Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 858. 

Mitchel, Charles B., 137, 1187, 1189. 

Mitchell, L. B., 66. 

Mobile and Girard Railroad. 

Resolutions of stockholders, 576. 
Union Springs and Montgomery connection, 575- 
577. 


Monroe, James, 320, 321. 


Monroe, Thomas B., 1186. 
Montague, C. 
Correspondence, Gov. of South Carolina, 406. 
Mentioned, 403, 404, 407, 411, 412. 
Montague, Robert L., 1191. 
Montgomery and West Point Railroad. 
Incapacity for requirements of C. S. Govern- 
ment, 312. 
Montgomery Convention of Seceding States. 
Preservation of records, 1015-1018. 
Moore, G. D. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A.,748. 
Moore, James W., 137, 1188, 1190. 
Moore, John, 94. 
Moore, P. W., 543. 
Moore, Samuel P. 
Correspondence. See Surg.'Gen.’s Office, O.S.A.— 
Mentioned, 23, 28, 106, 109, 159, 183, 215, 242, 298, 
449, 481, 534, 548, 623, 875, 876, 898, 933, 999, 1074, 
1075, 1084, 1153, 1183. 
Surgeon-General, C.S. A., 1183. 
Morehead, Mr., 444. 
Morehead, Charles 8., 573. 
Morehead, John M., 1186. 
Morfit, Clarence, 725, 741. 
Morgan, Mr., 806. 


ww Menno” 
- Suggests reorganization and pmeontration 


Morgan, Simpson H., 1191. 
Morris, Charles, 726. 
Morton, Jackson, 1185. 
Morton, Richard. 
Correspondence, Niter Sl Mining Bureau, 
C.S. A., 832. 
See also Niter and Mining Bureau, 0. S. A. 
Mentioned, 700, 702, 1136, 1164, 1165, 1183. 


Superintendent of Niter and Mining Bureau, — 


C.S8. A., 1183. 
Morton, Robert C., 698, 702. 
_ Moseley, Edgar F., 618. 
Moses, R. J. 
Correspondence, Subsistence Dept., C.S. A., 828. 
Mentioned, 931. 
Munford, George W. 
Correspondence. See Virginia, Secretary of State. 
Munitions of War. 
Annual report, Ordnance Department, C.S. A., 
738, 734. 
Appropriations for purchase, etc., 139, 480, 626. 
Arms manufactured in the North, 676, 677. 
Assessment for lost or damaged, 27, 449. 
Bayonets, 28. 
Manufactured and captured, 733, 734, 987. 
Measures to provide, 64, 245, 448, 520-523, 527, 
565-567, 569, 570, 572-574, 986-988, 1054, 1055, 
1175, 1176. 
On hand at arsenals, etc., 
Prices, 230. 
Purchases abroad, 980, 955-958, 986. 
Seizure by Mexican Government, 566, 573. 
Munnerlyn, Charles J., 137, 730, 1188. 
Murrah, Pendleton, 
Correspondence. See Texas, Governor of 
Mentioned, 126, 258, 254, 268. 
Murray, EK. 
Correspondence, H. Savage, 905. 
Mentioned, 1055. - 
Murray, John P., 1191. 
Muster out of Volunteers. 
South Carolina six-months’ State troops, 38, 39. 
Mustian, J. L. 
Correspondence : 
Noppers, J. D., 577. 
War Department, C. S., 575. 
Mentioned, 576. 
Myers, Rey. Dr., 1118. 
Myers, Abraham C., 51, 318-320. 
Myers, E. T. D., 392, 694. 
Myers, Frank. 
Correspondence. 
Rutland, J. M., 414. 
Trout, T. B., 413, 414. 
Mentioned, 403, 404, 408, 409, 414. 
Naney Dawson, Schooner, 573. 
Nap., 414. 
Napoleon I, 86, 133. 
Napoleon III, 86. 
Napor, Schooner, 1058. 
Nash, James H., 1117. 


November, 1864, 986. 


Nets Departme De Y 

“Coals of the seme the 
1077, 1081, 1082. i 
Recorcaiumags (>: 


Davis, Jetforson, 5 520, 581, 1055. 
North Carolina, Gov. of, pais 
War Department, C. S., 174, 581. 

Details, 305, 363, 1101, 1106-1108, 1178. _ 
Mallory, S. R., Secretary of the Navy, niet. 
Principal ofticials, 1861-1865, 1184. a 

Navy of the Confederate States. 

Seamen in Invalid Corps, 214. 

Neely, Richard, 322. 

Neeson, James, 660. a 

Negroes. 

Abolition of slavery urged, 1067-1070. 

Appraisement of value of impressed, 898. 

Appropriation for impressed slaves, deceased, — 
Iso ye — 

Board of appraisement, 966. 

Cleburne, et al., memorial urging the freeing 
and arming of slaves, 1. 

Compensation for impressed slaves, 112. 

Direction and control of impressed, 898, 899. 

Employment as soldiers, 693, 694, 761,762, 768-771, 
797-799, 846, 959, 960, 981, 1007-1013, 1079, 1093, 
1096, 1110, 1133, 1137, 1152, 1161. 

Employment as teamsters, laborers, etc., in ; 
Army, 208, 209, 230, 231, 829-831, 838-840, 1114- 
1116. i 

Estimate of cost for impressed slaves, 40. = 

Impressment, 40, 112, 208, 209, 230, 231, 233,516,547, 

548, 563, 564, 665-669, 672, 745, 746, 851-853, 897— 
899, 905, 933, 934, 963, 964, 979, 1018-1026, 1039, 
1058, 1059, 1082, 1114-1116, 1139-1143. 

Organization, etc.,as colored troops. 
Sederate States Colored Troops. 

Passports for emancipated slaves, 661, 662. : 

Pay, etc., of enrolled or impressed, 208, 209, 716, 
717, 933, 1115, 1139. 

Release of slave labor on fortifications, 162. 

Requisition, Governor of Virginia, for slave 
labor, 1138, 1139. 

Resolution C. 8. Congress, impressment of =a 
slaves, 996, 997. oe 

Treatment. Remarks, Governor of North Caro- 
lina, 945, 946. 

Withdrawal of slaves from within enemy's 

~lines, 25-27, 41, 42. 


>. ae 


See Con- 


Nesbitt, William, 8. 
Neva, Brig, 1057. 
New Market, Va. 
Engagement, May 15, 1864, 757. 
New Mexico Territory. 
Recruiting service, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Newsom, John F., 543. 
Newton, Willoughby. 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 1118. 
New York Herald, 158. 
New York News, 638. 
New York Times, 637. 


New York Tribune, 586. © 
Nicholls, Francis T. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt.and Insp. Gen.'s Office, C.S. A., 268) 376. 
‘Virginia, Governor of, 268. 
Nichols, E. B. 
Correspondence, J. B. Magruder, 268. 
Night Hawk, Steamer, 739. 
Nininger, Peter, 811. 
Nisbet, Eugenius A. 
Commissioner for Georgia, habeas corpus act, 
225. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 225. 
Mentioned, 968, 1185. 
Nisbet, Ro. B. 
Correspondence, J efierson Davis, 825, 826. 
Niter. 

Measures to provide, 695, 696. 

Production and expenditures, 698. 

Niter and Mining Bureau, C. 8S. A. 

Appropriations, 480, 626. 

Assignment and organization of employés, 94, 

95, 195. 

Casualties, 697. 

Condition, needs, ete., 695-697, 975, 981, 1095. 

Conscription of employés, 741. 

Correspondence : 
Gabbett, W., 195. 
Hill, W. M., 1165. 
Lee, R. E., 1175. 
Morton, R., 832. 
Turpin, A., 535. ~ 
War Dept., C.S., 34, 589, 695, 742, 835, 981, 1164. 

Details, 363, 1101, 1106-1109. 

Establishment, organization, etc., 492, 493, 944. 

Estimates for foreign supplies, 589, 590. 

Estimates of appropriation, 779. 

Force employed, 696. 

Furnaces in Virginia, 832-835. 

Interference with employés, 95, 195, 196. 

Tron and general mining service, 700. 

List of officers, 702. 

Measures to providesupplies, 1164, 1165, 1175,1176 

Military organization, 697. 

Morton, R., Superintendent, 1183. 

Nitriaries, 699. 

Operations, 1864, 695-702. 

Productions of iron, copper, lead, etc., 989-991. 

Pro rata distribution of appropriations, 627, 628. 

Protection to employés, 95, 195. 

Regulations, 195, 196. 

St. John, I. M., Superintendent, 1183. 
Trans-Mississippi service, 697. 
Niter and Mining Corps, C. 8. A. 

Mining Bureau, O.S. A. 
Noel, R. L., 972. 
Noland, B. P. 

Correspondence: 
Boyle, C., 606. 
Cloyd, J., 289. 
Lee, R. E., 285. 
Noland, R. W. N., 1006, 1031 
Subsistence Dept., C.S. A.; 290,687, 1006, 1032. 
War Department, C.S., 261, 287. 

Mentioned, 245, 605, 612, 688, 1045. 


See Niter and 
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Noland, R. W. N. 
Correspondence: 
Foster, T. R., 1031. 
Noland, B. P., 1006, 1031. 
Taylor, C.S., 1005. 
Mentioned, 1032, 1045. 
Nolting, A. W. 
Correspondence, War Department, ©. S., 559. 
Noppers, Joseph D. 
Correspondence: 
Blackman, H., 577. 
Dawson, T. H., 577. 
Iverson, A., 577. 
Mustian, J. L., 577. 
Norred, Robert T., 322. 
Norris, William. 
Chief of Signal Corps, C.S. re 11838. 
Mentioned, 577, 1183. 
North America, Schooner, 1057. 
North Anna, Pamunkey, and Totopotomoy Rivers, 
Va. 
Operations on the line of the, May 22-J une 1, 1864, 
756, 757. 
North Carolina. 
Affairs in, 203. 
Agricultural details, 1104. 
Camp guards, etc.,in conscript service Sept. 9, 
1864, 634. 
Census statistics, 103. 
Commissioner, habeas corpus act, 210, 213, 238. 
Conference of impressment commissioners at 
Raleigh, 608. 
Consolidation of organizations, 536, 537, 840, 841. 
Cotton loaned to C.S. Government, 416, 417. 
Depredations on private property by C. S. troops 
in Wilkes County, 177, 201, 202. 
Deserters returned to Army, 360, 1109. 
Disaffection of people and troops, 104, 1114. 
Distillation of grain, 23, 24, 1063, 1064. 
Enforcement of conscription acts, 176, 197, 198, 
200, 201, 285, 307, 318, 353, 854, 375, 376, 425-429, 
530, 555, 556, 746, 754, 755. 
Estimated percentage of white population fur- 
nished, 103. 
Estimate of military resources, 98, 99, 635. 
Exemption of State officers trom Some sEn co, 
375, 376, 425-429, 580, 555, 556. 
Exhibits of conscripts enrolled, exempted, de- 
tailed, assigned, ete., 103, 360, 1101-1105, 1107- 
1109. 
Exportation of cotton, 4, 10, 28, 29, 42, 43, 113, 114, 
158, 154, 169, 184, 213. 
Foreigners, 724. 
Habeas corpus act, 104, 256, 267, 268, 274, 275, 284, 
556. 
Inspections, conscription service, 490, 491, 504- 
506, 539-542. 
Junior Reserves, 353, 354, 
List of conscript officers, 507. 
Measures for defense, 958. 
Measures to provide supplies, 671, 672, 690-692. 
Members of C.S. Congress, 1186-1188, 1190, 1191. 
Men furnished, 98, 102, 103, 360, 722, 1101. 
Men subject to conscription, 1864, 103. 


Military and civil appointments, etc., in, 260. 


| | ert OnestianRatiroad enemy 
Conscription of employés, 598-601. 
North Carolina Troops (C.). : 
Cavalry—Battalions: 12th, 536; 12th Par tis 
Rangers, 537; 16th, 537. ' 

Cavalry—Regiments: 4th, 536. 

Infantry— Battalions: 1st Junior Reserves, 840, : 
841; 4th Junior Reserves, 840; 7th Junior | 
Reserves, 840; 8th Junior Reserves, 840, 
841; Mallett’s, 491. 

Infantry—Regiments: 2d Junior Reserves, 840; 
3d Junior Reserves, 840; 50th, 177, 201.” 

Northern Virginia, Army of. _ 4 

Orders, Circulars, series 1863: (Cole) Dec. 28, 61. 

Orders, General, series 1864: (Lee) No. 23, 606; 
No. 52, 567. 

Organization, strength, etc. : 

June 30, 1864, 520. 
Dec. 31, 1864, 989. 
Feb. 20, 1865, 1182. 4 
Northrop, Lucius B. 
Com. Gen. of Subsistence, C. 8. A., 1183. 
Correspondence. See Subsistence Dept., 0. S.A. 


North Carolina—Continued. 
Militia, 307. 
Principals of substitutes, 176, 197, 198, 200, 201. 
Quota impressed slaves, 933. ~ 
Recruiting service, 995. 
Reserves, 718. 
Resistance to conscription, actual and antici- 
pated, 353, 530. 
Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., 686. 
Secret societies, 802-820. 
State officers exempted from conscription on cer- 
tificate of Governor, 851, 866-868, 
State troops for defense of Wilmington, 612. 
Stoppage of blockade-running, 1117. 
Trade with the enemy, 614, 642. 
North Carolina, Department of (C.). 
Organization, strength, etc., of troops: 
Jan, 31, 1865, 989. 
Apr. 17, 1865, 1182. 
North Carolina, Governor of. 
‘Coals of the steamer Advance,"’ 1055-1057, 1076, 
1077, 1081, 1082, 
a Conference of Governors at Augusta, Ga., 684, 


685, 735, 736. 
Correspondence: 
Alabama, Governor of, 685. 


Mentioned, 15, 19, 59, 77, 84, 107, 117, 170, 220, 249, 
250, 275, 283, 284, 287, 289, 292, 300, 481, 590, 601, 
607, 629, 642, 643, 687, 783, 875, 975, 1028, 1045, 


Attorney-General’s Office, C. S., 616, 655. 

Baker, L.8., 605. 

Bragg, B., 722. 

Davis, Jefferson, 11, 51,77, 104, 153, 203, 217, 254, 
260, 671, 724,945. 

Engineer Department, C.S. A., 570. 

Florida, Governor of, 685, 721. 

Georgia, Governor of, 685, 706. 

Holmes, T. H., 746, 754. 

Lee, R. E., 612, 718, 1114. 

Mississippi, Governor of, 685. 

Navy Department, C.S., 970, 1055, 1076, 1081. 

Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 38. 

South Carolina, Governor of, 684, 692. 

Tennessee, Governor of, 685. 

Treasury Department, C. S., 177. 

Virginia, Governor of, 685. 

War Department, C. S., 2, 4, 10, 23, 28, 42, 113, 
153, 154, 169, 176, 184, 197, 201, 218, 285, 307, 318, 
375, 416, 425, 530, 555, 671, 958, 1063, 1118, 1156. 

White, J., 1117. 

Whiting, W. H. C., 428, 685. 

Impressment of supplies, 2, 3. 
Proclamations, 958. 
Protest against distillation of grain, 1063, 1064. 
Request for copy of secret Executive corre- 
spondence, 1156, 1157. 

Treatment of impressed slaves, 945, 946. 

North Carolina, Western District of. 
Organization, strength, etc., of troops: 

July 1, 1864, 520. 

Dec. 18, 1864, 989. 

Mar. 10, 1865, 1182. 

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Dept. of. 
Organization, strength, etc., of troops, June 30, 


1151, 1183. 
Norton, N. L., 1191. 
Noyes, A. B., 19, 20. 
Noyes, James B., 698. 
Nurses. 
Exemption from conscription, 179. 
Rations, 175, 534. 
Nutt, T., 543. 
O’Brien, Smith, 5. 
Ochiltree, William B., 1186. 
Odin, John M., 401. 
Officers, Army. 
Additional, of artillery for ordnance duties, 475, 
497, 608, 609. 
Appointment, removal, etc., of officers State ~ 
troops, 616, 655-657. . 
Chaplains, 53, 163, 194, 496. 
Clothing, 186, 1033, 1034. 
Compensation for staff duty, 298, 299. 
Consolidated regiments, 1166-1168. 
Details for military courts, 193. 
Effects of deceased, 1. 
Engineer Corps, C.S. A., 190,191. 
Examination of conscript officers, for field serv- 
ice, 187. 
Forage, 186, 194. 
Furloughs, 1178. 
General, 194, 229, 313-315, 333, 497. 
General, with temporary rank, 457, 496. 
General staff, 316, 352, 353, 450-455, 497, 498, 593, 
835-888, 1125, 1126, 173-1175. 
Hospital accommodations, 174, 496. 
Invalid Corps, 214, 215, 242, 243, 298, 1083, 1084. 
Leaves of absence, 229, 623, 624. 
Members Georgia Legislature, 174. 


1864, 520. Military store-keepers, 191, 492. 
North Carolina Legislature. F Official correspondence, 171, 720, 721, 751, 888, 893, 
Care, etc., of sick, convalescent, and wounded 1152, 


soldiers, 958, 959. 


Opinions, Attorney-General, C.S., 313-315, 318- 
Impressment of supplies, 2. 


322, 656. 


oo 


ry, 163, 494. 


ation, 492, 496, 534, 623. 


Delhi 


oh vali Corps, 1083. _ 


llowances, 534, 564, 569, 571, 579, 580. 
farine Corps. 
1033, 1034. 


Navy, > 

lothing, 1033, 1034. 
valid Corps, 1083. 
tions, 481. - 

Transportation, 492. 
‘Offutt, H. St. George, 972. 
Old Dominion, Steamer, 956. 
Oldham, W. H. Fi 


_ Correspondence, 8. 8S. Harris, 649. 


Oldham, Williamson 8. — 

_ Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 1078. 
Mentioned, 137, 1186, 1187, 1190. 

Oldridge, R. M., 507. 

Oliveros, J.B., 311. 

Olustee, C.S.S. See Tallahassee, O. S. 8. 


_ Olustee, or Ocean Pond, Fla. 


Engagement, Feb. 20, 1864, 166, ooh 
Ord, Edward 0. C., 1135. 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A. 
Appropriations, 139, 480, 626. 
Casualties, 734. 
Condition, needs, etc., 975, 1064, 1071, 1095. 
Conscription of employés, 741. 
Correspondence: 
Adams, S., 676. 
Bragg, B., 293. 
Davis, Jefferson, 677. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 46. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C.S. A., 589. 


ds in Mississippi Valley, 493,494. 


War Department, C. S., 18, 46, 83, 167, 448, 589, 


703, 704, 733, 742, 986, 1054, 1071. 
Details, 363, 1101, 1106-1108. 
Establishment, organization, etc., 943, 944. 
Estimates for foreign supplies, 589, 590. 
Estimates of appropriations. 777. 
Gorgas, J., Chief of Ordnance Burean, 1183. 
Measures to provide supplies. 
of War. 


See Munitions 


. Mechanics exempted from conscription, 1082, 


1083. 
Operations, 1864, 733, 734. 


Pro rata distribution of appropriations, 448, 627, 


628. 
Reduction of field artillery, 293, 294. 
Reorganization, 608, 609. 
Ordnance Depots, C. 8. A. 
Transportation of provisions, 175. 
Ordnance-Sergeants, C. 8. A. 
Commutation of rations, 53, 593. 
0’ Reilly, J. T., 1055. 
Orgain, George U., 726. 


oy 8, 1861, 313. 
May 11, 1861, 313. 

Sept. 18, 1862, 315. Ce 
Oct. 6, 1862, 315. 

Oct. 18, 1862, 313-315. a tet 

Feb. 17, 1864, 178, 183, 184, 208, 214, 315. 

May 23, 1864, 491. 

May 31, 1864, 492, 496. 

June 4, 1864, 492. 

June 7, 1864, 499. 

June 9, 1864, 493. 

June 10, 1864, 493, 496, 497. 

June 14, 1864, 494, 495, 497. 

Feb. 23, 1865, 1166, 1167. 

Mar. 13, 1865, 1161. 

Additional ne of artillery for ordnance 
duties, 475, 476, 497, 608. 


Additional quartermasters and commissaries, — 


495. 
Aides-de-camp, 1125, 1126, 1175. 
Artillery, 293, 294.” : 
Cadets, 1157, 1158. 
Calls for troops, 590, 612, 1058, 1161. 
Captured commands, 229, 297. 
Cavalry, 194. 
Chaplains, 496. 
Colored troops. 
Troops. 
Consolidation of reduced regiments, 764, 797, 964, 
965, 1124, 1143, 1144, 1166-1168. > 
Dismounted cavalrymen to serve with infantry, 
186. 
Employment of negroes as teamsters, etc., 208, 
209, 230, 231, 829-831, 838-840, 1114-1116. 
Engineer Corps, C. S. A., 190, 191, 944, 1084. 
Ensigns, 190, 492, 1167, 1168. 
Exchange of cotton and tobacco for supplies, 154. 
General officers, 194, 313-315, 457, 496. 
General staff, 316, 352, 353, 450-455, 497, 498, 593, 
835-838, 1125, 1126, 1173-1175. 
Indians, 464. 
Interstate transfers, 178, 183, 184. 
“Tight duty’ companies, 896, 897. 
Military store-keepers, 191, 492. 
Minimum strength artillery, cavalry, and in- 
fantry companies, 297, 298, 370. 
New organizations, 52. 
Partisan rangers, 194, 261. 
Promotion for skill and valor, 84, 190. 
Reduction of field artillery, 293, 294. 
Regimental commissaries, 491, 492. 
Remarks: 
Beauregard, G. T., 168, 169. 
Davis, Jefferson, 796-799, 1178. 
Tee, R. E., 1175. 
Secretary of War, C.S., 52, 327-331, 758-771. 
Scouts and guards, 493, 494. 
Secret or special service organizations, 172, 177, 
202, 210, 212, 491. 
Supernumerary officers, 163, 494, 
Transfer of dismounted cavalry to infantry, 499, 
503, 571, 572. 


See Confederate States Colored 


- Signal Corps, C..8.A. 
And respective States. 


Orr, Jehu A., 1186, 1190. 
Otey, Kirkwood. 
_ Authority to recruit C. S. colored troops, 1193. 
Mentioned, 1193, 1194. 
Otter Rock, Schooner, 1058. 
Ould, Robert. : 
Correspondence, War Department, C. 5. 336, 742. 
Mentioned, 336. 
Oury, Granville H., 1187. 
Overseers. 
Exemption tax of $500, 994, 995. 
Owen, L., 577. 
Owens, James B., 1185. 
Owl, Steamer, 525, 526, 675, 957. 
P. €. Alexander, Bark, 1057. 
Packer, Robert E., Schooner, 1057. 
Palfrey, Edward A. 35 
Correspondence. See Adjutant and Inspector 
General's Office, O. S. A. 
Mentioned, 171. 
Palmer, John B., 520. 
Panama, H. I. H.S., 573. 
Parish, S. M., 504, 507. , 
Parker, 8S. H. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. 8., 531, 532. 
Parkhill, John H., 726. 
Parkhill, 8. 
Authority to recruit C.S. colored troops, 1194. 
Correspondence, S. Jones, 1194. 
Parsons, L. K., 394, 398. 
Parsons, Mosby M., 989. . 
Partisan Rangers. 
Disbandment, 261. 
Organization, etc., 194. 
Passports. 
Emancipated slaves, 661, 662. 
Foreigners, 669, 670. 
Persons liable to conscription, 1014, 1015. 
- Paster, John H., 396. 
Paul, Alfred, 377. 
Paxton, A. M. 
Correspondence : 
Cole, A. H., 65. 
War Department, C.S., 282. 
Mentioned, 283, 284, 508, 514. 
Paxton, James G., 665. 
Paylor, Private, 507. 
Payments to Troops. 
Detailed men, 298. 
On descriptive lists, 229, 230, 1000. 
Sick and wounded soldiers, 298. 
Pay of the Army. 
Appropriations, 138, 480, 626. 
Arrears, 1154, 1155. 
C.S. colored troops, 1161. 


‘Invalid. Corps, 21 


; Oe James L., 137,403,412,413, 1148, 1186, 1187, 1190. a 


Peace Propositions. 


Pearl, Schooner, 1057. 


Master armorer at 
Military store-keepers, 1 
_ Niter and Mining Bureau, | 
Remarks, G. A. Trenholm, 962, 963. 
Scouts and guards, 494. 

Tax to meet increased pay of r soldier 


Chicago convention, 638. 
Davis-Stephens cornenpondeiog. 84 
1000-1004. “tea 
Hampton Roads conference, 1058, 1134, 113 
Niagara Falls conference, 584-587, 636. 
Publication of Davis-Vance se hia 
77, 153. > 
Remarks: — 
Davis, Jefferson, 11, 800, 826-828, 1134, 113 ; 
Ruffin, F. G., 84-88. 
Stephens, pee 3 oe iiss 


. 


Peace Society. See Secret Societies. 
Pearce, John W., 702. bine 


Pearson, D. €., 214. 
Pearson, Richmond M. 
Constitutionality of habeas corpus act, 218, 214, : 
Correspondence, T. Bragg, 214. 
Mentioned, 176, 198, 200, 201, 213, 214, 238, 427, 755, 
Peay, Nicholas A., 408, 413, 414. 
Peck, Elisha, 320. 
Pegram, James W. 
Authority to recruit C. 5. colored troops, 1144. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Tunspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 1144. 
Pemberton, John €. 7 
Correspondence: : : Te 
Kane, G. P., 747. ; 
War Department, C.S., 747. 
Mentioned, 8, 313, 747. 
Pendleton, Dudley D. 


Correspondence. See William N. Pendleton: 
Pendleton, William N. 
Correspondence: 
Lee, R. E., 546. 


Walker, R. L., 546. 
Mentioned, 294, 546. 
Penn, G. T., 543. 
Pennington, T. J., 398. 
Perkins, John, jr., 137, 1186, 1188, 1190. 
Perry (Slave), 662. ‘ 
Perry, Andrew J., 819. 
Perry, B. F., Appraiser. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 748. 
Perry, B. F., Sergt., 972. 
Perry, Edward A. 
Correspondence, R. H. Anderson, 22 
Mentioned, 15-17, 21, 22, 111. 
Perry, J. R., 8. 


ndence: 


: a “Surge Gseras ‘i 


ie we 1093. eg 
Department, C.S., 240. 
d, 93, 262, 857. 


struction, etc., for military purposes, 392,393. 
e, George F. 
orrespondence: 
- Duncan, J. A., 1118. 
- Smith, W. A., 1118. 
_ Mentioned, 1118. 
Pierson, C. I., 256. 
Pike, Albert. — 
Correspondence, E, K. Smith, 1180. 
Pillow, Gideon J. 
Assignments, 1082. 7 
Mentioned, 8, 95, 96, 102, 224, 225, 252, 323, 634, 641, 
vd 752, 787, 1082, 1101, 1123. 
Pinckney, Thomas. 
Correspondenee. 
0.8.4. 
Mentioned, 610, 611. 
Pinkney, Robert F. 
Correspondence, J. A. Willard, 1056. 
Mentioned, 1056, 1076, 1081, 1082. 
Pitts, John W. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 752. 
, Pius IX. , 
Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 401. 
Mentioned, 401. 
Platt, Charles A., 311. » 
Pleasant Hill, La. 
Engagement, Apr. 9, 1864, 756. 
Pleasants, Edwin, 972. 
Polhill, J. J., 19. 
Polk, Leonidas. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 14, 66. 
Alabama, Governor of, 11, 162. 
Clanton, J. H., 394. 
Davis, Jefferson, 174, 386. 
Forrest, N. B., 229, 281, 311. 
Goodman, W..,9. 
Lockhart, H. C., 251. 
Mississippi, Governor of, 229, 261, 307. 


See Bureau of Conscription, 


ll allt a 


| Pond, Preston, jr. 


Mantoses, 66, 224, 293, 445, 


Correspondence, Governor of Louisiana 398. 
Porcher, Fred. A. - 
Correspondence, State sel ak ei: (org a 050. 
Porter, John C. 
Correspondence : J 
Gibson, E., 666. 
Richards, W. B., jr., 666. 
Shields, J. C., 667. 
Postal Service. 
Condition, needs, ete., 971-974. ; 
Conscription of employés, 52, 53, 71-74, 121-125, : 
_ 657-661. : 
Employment of ladies suggested, 974. 
‘Exemption of employés from conscription, 179. 
Post-Office Department, C. S. 
Controversy with War Department, ©. S., 52, 53, 
70-74, 121-126. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, C. 8. A., 971. 
Davis, Jefferson, 970. 
Ewell, R.S., 972, 974. 
War Department, C.S., 52, 70, 121, 124, 126, 574, 
657, 661. 
Details, 1101, 1106-1108. 
Principal! officials, 1861-1865, 1184. 
Reagan, J. H., Postmaster-General, 1184. 
Potter, Mark L., Bark, 1058. 
Potts, Richard. 
Correspondence, Surgeon - General’s 
C.S, A., 682, 712. 
Mentioned, 1075, 1180. 
Poulson, John §., 1014. 
Powell, John W., 407. 
Power, Low & Co. 
Correspondence, F. G. Ruffin, 739. 
Mentioned, 738, 739, 781-785, 900, 1056, 1076. 
Pratt, Nathaniel A., 702. 
President, C.S. See Jefferson Davis. 
Preston, John 8. 
Correspondence. 
0.8. A. 
Mentioned, 8, 25, 34, 36, 42, 57, 67, 77, 187, 224, 231, 
289, 240, 251-253, 258, 259, 270, 275, 276, 305, 309, 
312, 378, 440, 462, 489, 503, 507, 516, 518, 519, 599, 
601, 610, 611, 630, 640, 654, 669, 710, 889, 855-857, 
883, 897, 1019, 1020, 1112, 1121, 1183. 
Proposed abolition of existing system of con- 
scription, 946-948. 

Superintendent of Conscription, C.S. A., 1183. 
Preston, John T. L. = 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 1093. 

Preston, Walter, 137, 1187, 1189. 
Preston, William B., 1187. 
Price, Hawkins F., 311. 
Price, Linville, 816. 
Price, Sterling, 713, 961. 
Price, W. H. €., 698, 702. 
Princesse Royale, Steamer, 295. 
Prioleau, William H. 
Correspondence, Surg. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A.,533. 


Office, 


See Bureau of Conscription, 


Prisoners of War. 


Commutation of rations of oe ona on 


furlough, 53, 88, 593. 
Enlistmentin C.S. Army, 694, 821-825, 1011, 1012, 
1029, 1030, 1083. 
Transportation for escaped Confederate, from 
Canada, 583, 640. 
See also Exchange, Delivery, etc., of Prisoners. 
Private Property. 
Act of C.S. Congress, capture, etc., of enemy's, 
139. 
Depredations on, by C. 8S. troops in Wilkes 
County, N. C., 177, 201, 202. 
Destruction, 139, 202, 210, 212. 
Impressment, 37, 198-200. 
Liability to seizure for public use, 562. 
Unlawful seizures, 689. 
Proclamations of the President. 
Day of public fasting, humiliation, and prayer, 
1087, 1125. 
Remarks, Jefferson Davis, 1125. 
Proctor’s Creek and Drewry’s Bluff (or Fort Dar- 
ling), Va. 
Engagement, May 12-16, 1864, 757. 
Prussian Consuls. See Consuls. 
Pryor, Roger A., 1187, 1189. 
Public Property. 
Act of C.S. Congress, capture, etc., of enemy’s, 
139. 
Destruction, 37, 38, 125, 139, 174, 202, 204, 210, 212, 
239, 444, 445, 580-583, 1078, 1079. 
Pugh, James L., 137, 1147, 1188, 1190. 
Puryear, R. C., 1186. 
Putney, Stephen, 725. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C. S. A. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.'s Office, C. S. A.,350, 1173. 
Alabama, Quartermaster-General of, 1077. 
Blackstock, R. V., 748. 
Bureau of Conscription, C.S. A., 350. 
Burgwyn, H. K., 748. 
Cole, A. H., 1087. 
Congress, C. §., 1039. 
Cross, W. B. B., 1089. 
Ferguson, J. B., jr., 674, 684. 
Finlayson, J., 748. 
McRae, C. J., 296, 673. 
McRae, J.J., 748. 
Martin, A. M., 748. 
Mason, W. W.., 748. 
Moore, G. D., 748. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 38. 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A., 46. 
Perry, B. F., 748. ; 
Sharp, T., 210, 683. 
Sims, F. W., 91, 92, 227, 258, 598, 617, 1091. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C. S. A., 60. 
Walker, N.S., 295. 
Waller, R. P., 211, 288, 351, 674. 
War Department, C. S., 17, 18, 65, 91, 227, 258, 
292, 293, 499, 500, 556, 557, 589, 599, 617, 618, 626, 
672, 690, 716, 726, 741, 800, 974, 1053, 1078, 1086. 
Wilkinson, U. B., 748. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1864: Aug. 8, 574; 
Sept. 15, 643. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1865: Jan. 28, 1033. 


cpcrasere C. 8. es a were 
Appointment neoonimented 10a * ese 


| Quartermaster’s Department, €.S8.A. 
Appropriations, 138, 480, 626. ig 
Condition, needs, etc., 628, 974, 975, 1064, 1086-_ 
1093, 1095. 
Control of railroad transportation, 77. a 


Details, 309, 363, 1101, 1105-1108. 
Establishment, organization, etc., 943. 
Estimates for foreign supplies, 589, 590. 
Estimates of appropriations, 772-774. 
Inspections, 725, 726. 
Issues of clothing, to C. S:.Army, July 1, 1864— 
Jan. 1, 1865, 1039-1041. ; 
Lawton, A. R., Quartermaster-General, 49, 1183. 
Measures to provide supplies, 499, 500. q 
Opinion, Attorney-General, C. S., appointment 
of A. R. Lawton as Quartermaster-General, 
318-322. | 
Powers, duties, etc., of officers, 724-730. ; 
Pro rata distribution of appropriations, 627, 628. _ 
Regulations, 643, 644. : 
Quattlebaum, Paul J., 317. 
Questine, Henry, 806, 807. 
Quilter, Ball & Co., 156, 157. 
Railroads. 
Alabama and Tennessee Rivers, 742, 743. . 
Charleston ana Savannah, 969. 
Columbia and Augusta, 969, 970. 
Commissioners, 694. 
Connections urged by W. M. Burwell, 226 
Construction, etc., for military purposes, 251, 
312, 339, 340, 392, 393, 562, 570, 571, 575-577, 694, 
"742, 743, 968-970, 1006, 1007, ae 1054, 1085, 1086, 
1095, 1096, 1114. 
Control of transportation by Q. M.'s Dept., 77. 
Details, 363. 
Kast Tennessee and Georgia, 537. 
Employés excused from drills, 537. 
Exemption from duties on machinery, etc., 442. 
Exemption of officials and employés from con- 
scription, 179, 598-601. 
Florida, 561. ; 
Georgia, 537. 
Government loans, 743. 
Measures to prevent destruction, 1113. 
Military possession, 226, 258, 339, 340, 561. 
Mississippi Central, 9, 10, 478, 508, 514. 
Mobile and Girard, 575-577. 
Montgomery and West Point, 312. 
Nashville and Chattanooga, 537. 
North Carolina, 598-601. 
Operation and management, 9, 10, 89-93, 209, 226- 
229, 258, 339, 340, 478, 508, 514, 598-601. 
Piedmont, 392, 393. 
Rates for transportation, 616-618. 
Richmond and Danville, 226, 227, 
Rolling-stock, 226, 228. 
South Carolina, 969. 
South Side, 226. 
Transportation regulations, 643, 644. 
Union and Spartanburg, 969. 
Virginia and Tennessee, 226. 
Virginia Central, 226. 
Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford, 570. 
Wilmington and Manchester, 570, 571. 


ohibited, 686, 
convalescent, and wounded soldiers, 594, 


acco, 299, 370. 
ies, Paul F., 681. 
Read, Henry E., 187, 1188, 1190. 
Read, Isaac, 698, 702. ; 
teade, Edwin G., 137, 1187. 
J Reagan, John H. 
Correspondence, N. Clements, 572. 
See also Post-Ofice Department, C. S. 
Mentioned, 71, 561, 573, 661, 799, 1038, 1150, 1184, 
1186. 
Postmaster-General, C. S., 1184. 
Reardon, H. F., 698, 702. 
Recruiting Officers. 
Special authorities revoked, 83, 84, 298. 
: Recruiting Service. 
Alabama, 1042-1044, 
Arizona Territory, 76, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
California, 76, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
Colored troops. See Confederate States Oolored 
Troops. 
Enlistment of deserters prohibited, 255, 714,1178. 
Enlistment of prisoners of war in C.S. Army, 
694, 821-825, 1011, 1012, 1029, 1030, 1083. 
Georgia, 714, 991-994. 
Kentucky, 601, 602, 661. 
Mexico, 960-962. 
Missouri, 713. 
New Mexico Territory, 960-962, 1035, 1036. 
_ North Carolina, 995. 
Special authorities revoked, 83, 84, 298. 
Texas, 1168, 1169. 
Within enemy’s lines, 14, 66. 
Recruits. 
Assignment and organization, 84, 750, 1059-1063. 
Collection, instruction, etc., 270. : 
Red River (La.) Campaign. 
Mar. 10-May 22, 1864, 756, 790. 
See also— 
Mansfield, La. Battle, Apr. 8, 1864. 
Pleasant Hill, La. Engagement, Apr. 9, 1864. 
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Been ceorve, 396. 


Register and Advertiser, 1110. 
Regulations, €. S. Army, 
Courts-martial, 238, 
Leaves of aueonas 229 
Revocation of certain paragraphs, 53, 54, 
Reid, A. (€., 543. : 
Reid, C, H., & Co., 525, 528. 
Reid, John C., 1059. 
Reid, S. V., 738, 739, 782. 
Rendezvous. 
- Abolished, 1177. 
Camp guards, etc., 386, 387, 633, 634. 
Camp Holmes, N. C., 490, 491, 504-506. : 
Camps of instruction, 33, 34, 490, 491,504-506, 1177. 
Collection, instruction, etc., of recruits, 270. . 
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Enrollment, 212, 257, 270. 
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1153, 1158, 1159. 
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Reynolds, Thomas C., 1187, 1189. 
Rhett, R. Barnwell, sr., 1186. 
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Mentioned, 46. 
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Mentioned, 666. 
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Richardson, William H. 
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Organization, strength, etc., of troops: 
June 20, 1864, 520. 
Dec. 30, 1864, 989. 
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Connections and extensions, 226-228. 
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See also Adjt.and Insp. Gen.'s Office, C.S. A. 
Mentioned, 171, 972. 
Ring, George P. 
Authority to recruit C. 8. colored troops, 1193. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral's Office, C.S. A., 1193. 
Ripley, Roswell S., 511, 513. 
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Rives, Alfred L. 
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Correspondence. See Engineer Dept., O.S.A. 
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Rives, William C., 1187, 1191. 
Roan, Brig, 1057. 
Robert E. Packer, Schooner, 1057. § 
Robertson, James W. 
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Beauregard, G. T., 460. 
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Robertson, John E. 
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Mentioned, 403-405, 408, 409, 413, 414. 
Robertson, R. L., 397. 
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Robinson, M. D., 398. 
Robinson, William H., 311. 
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Rosecrans, William S., 576. 
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Rosser, Thomas L. 
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Mentioned, 1081. 
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Rousseau, Lovell H., 1017. 
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Royston, Grandison D., 1188. 
Rucker, William P., 811. 
Ruffin, Frank @. 
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Subsistence Department, C. S. A., 738, 781. 
War Department, C.S., 84, 283, 899, 941. 
Mentioned, 901, 932. 
Ruffin, Thomas, 1186. 
Ruggles, Daniel. 
Assignments, 1177. 
Mentioned, 1177. 
Rusk, James E., 311. 
Russell, Charles W., 137, 1187, 1189, 1191. 
Russell, Daniel L., jr., 375, 376, 425-428, 530, 555, 
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Rust, Albert, 1185. 
Ruthyen, A. §., 573. 
Rutland, J. M. 
Correspondence: 
Myers, F., 414, 
Trout, T. B., 405. 
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Salisbury, William L., 311. 
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Designated, 609. 
Saltville, Va. 
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Sanders, George N., 584, 585, 587, 639. 
Sanders, R. B., 543. 
Sanders, R. W. 
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Scott, S. 8. 
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Mentioned, 342, 767, 944, 1183. 
Scott, William S., 633. 
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Secret Societies. 
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Tennessee, 802-820. 
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Correspondence, Jefferson Davis, 1046. 
See also War Department, C. 8S. 
Habeas corpus, 198. 
Impressments, 767, 768. 
Leave of absence, 501. = 
Mentioned, 4, 8, 14, 20, 27, 28, 39, 44, 46, 56, 67, 83,93, 
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Correspondence. See State Department, U. 8. 
Mentioned, 132, 637, 1058. 
Sexton, Frank B., 137, 1189, 1191. 
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Seymour, Thomas H., 638. 
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210. 
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Mentioned, 572. 
Shelby, Isaac, 84. 
Sheldon, A. D., 650, 651. 
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See also War Department, C. S. 
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Sherman, William T., 639, 652, 664, 791, 828, 832, 844, 
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Shields, John C. 
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Bureau of Conscription, C.S. A., 665, 667, 669, 
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Heath, J. E., 667. 
Henley, R. S., 667. 
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Mentioned, 666, 742, 746, 751, 788, 998, 1178. 
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60, 666; No. 70, 745; No. 77, 894. 
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Shinn, S. R. 
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Shooting Star, Ship, 1058. 
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~ Rations, 175, 534, 594, 721. 
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Sigel, Franz, 757. 
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Conscription of employés, 624. 
Establishment, organization, etc., 577, 578, 944, 
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Sikes, Jesse H., 536. 
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Simms, William E., 137, 1187, 1189. 
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Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 91, 92, 
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War Department, C. S., 91, 184. 
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Singleton, Otho R., 137, 1188, 1190. 
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Slavery. 
Abolition urged, 1067-1070. 
Remarks, W. H. Seward, 1382. 
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Slidell, John. 
Correspondence, C.J. McRae, 158. 
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Smith, A. B., 507. 
Smith, C. M., 725. 
Smith, Caraway, 17, 562. 
Smith, E. B., 397. 
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Davis, Jefferson, 254, 1078. 
Magruder, J. B., 126, 253. 
Martin, D. B., 257. 
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War Department, C.S., 76, 231. 
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Smith, Gustavus W. 
Correspondence, Governor of Georgia, 1181. 
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Secretary of War, C.S., 1184. 
Smith, J. W. G. 
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Smith, Madison, 808. 
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Smith, Robert H., 1185. 
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Smith, William. 
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Mentioned, 162, 268, 269, 309, 418, 482, 539, 547, 556, 
558, 624, 723, 735, 806, 820, 876, 923, 959, 1039, 
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Smith, William A. 
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Mentioned, 1118. 
Smith, William E, 
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Smith, William N. H. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S.,614, 642. 
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Snead, Thomas L., 1190. 
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Alleged irregularities of C. S. 
officers, 402-415. 
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166, 185. 
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Johnson, R. B., 1020. 
Montague, C., 406. 
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Exemption of State officers from C. S. service, 
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Speedwell, Bark, 1058. 
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 Sterrett, W. B., 157. 
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Stewart, Thomas R. 
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Surgeon-General’s Office, C.S, A., 719. 
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Guerin, H. C., 408. : 
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Suliate, Bark, 1057. 

Summer, A. G., 19, 20. 

Surface, John, 71, 122. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C. S. A... 
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au ensened 1078. 


Swan, William @. 


Correspondence. See Congress, O. 8. 
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Members of C.S. Congress, 1186-1188, 1190, 1191, 
Men furnished, 361, 1101, 
Orgn., equip., etc., of vols., 1. 
Quota impressed slaves, 933. ; 
Representation in C.S. Congress, 465, 466. 
Schedules of prices for provisions, ete., 1050-1053. 
Secret societies, 802-820. 
State officers exempted from conscription on cer- 
tificate of Governor, 851. 
Tennessee, Army of (C.). 
Commissioner, habeas corpus act, 211, 212. 
Organization, strength, ete. : \ 
Tune 30, 1864, 520. ; 
Jan. 20, 1865, 989. 
Apr. 17, 1865, 1182. 
Tennessee, Governor of. 
Correspondence, Gov. of North Carolina, 685. 


. 


——s 


| Tennessee Troops (C.). 


Artillery, Light—Batteries ; Rhett, 857; Tobin’s, 
1062. 
Cavalry— Battalions: 26th, 543. 
Cavalry—Regiments: 38d (Forrest), 543; 14th 
(Neely), 543; 15th (Stewart), 543; 16th (Log- 
wood), 543; 18th, 543. 
Terry, Carlisle. 
Correspondence: 
Graybill, J. H., 719. 
Stout, S. H., 719. 
Mentioned, 718, 720. 
Terry, David S., 76, 960. 
Terry, Tom W., 808. 
Texada, —, 400. 


omason, Hugh F., 1185, 
- Thomason, Zach., 622. 
ss Thompson, Major, 253. 
- Thompson, Dexter B., 311. 
_ Thompson, Jacob. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 278, 322. 
_  __ §$tate Department, C.S., 322. 
__ Mentioned, 584, 585, 587, 636, 637, 639, 640, 
Mission to Canada, 278, 322, 639. 
Thompson, James, 808. 
Thompson, Thayer & Adams, 682. 
Thorburn, Henry C. 
: Correspondence, R. E. Lee, 659, 660. 
4 Tibbs, William H.,- 1189. 
Tobacco. 
Destruction to avoid capture, 1066, 1067. 
Exchange for army supplies, 154. 
Exportation, 80, 81, 1169. 
Rations for the Army, 299, 370. 
Regulations governing exportation, 187-189, 206, 
207, 239, 240, 245, 246, 255, 305-307. 


Seizure of, belonging to Belgian consul, 538, 545. 


Tax in kind, 63, 64. 
Trade in Virginia, 285-288. 
Trans-Mississippi Department, 233. 
Tobin, Thomas F., 1062. 
Tolbert, J. M. 
Correspondence, Governor of Florida, 21. 
Toombs, Robert. 
Mentioned, 311, 1184, 1185. 
Secretary of State, C.S., 1184. 
Tracy, Michael 0., 1011. 
Trade and Intercourse. 
Accounts of foreign agents, 154, 155, 528, 702-704. 
Acts of C.S. Congress: 
Feb. 6, 1864, 78-82. 
June 14, 1864, 486. 
Cotton, 9, 10, 80-82, 241, 351, 513, 517, 614, 642, 645— 
651, 677-683, 688, 718, 735, 789, 790, 930, 1169, 
1180, 1181. 
Foreign commerce, 552-555. 


abroad, 525-527, 529, 

Regulations, foreign commerce, 187-189, 239, 

305-307, 897, 928, 929, 948-955, : 

Regulations, overland commerce, 206, 207, 2 
240, 246, 305-307. 9 
Remarks: | , = 

Davis, Jefferson, 552, 553, 948-953. 

Johnson, H. V.; 596. 

Lee, R. E., 285-287. 

Secretary of Treasury, C. S., 953-955. 

Secretary of War, C.S., 928,929. 
Resolutions C, S. Conences Dec. 5, 6, 1864, 897. _ 
Shipments of cotton, 241, 351, 930. ' 
Trans-Mississippi Department, 232, 233, 
Virginia and Maryland, 245, 246, 255, 261, 262. 
With the enemy, 508-510, 614, 642,645-651, 877. 683, 

688, 689, 718, 735, 789, 790. 


Tints sg Department. 


Auxiliary bureaus of War Department, 193, 194, 
233, 

Conscription, 231-234. 

Discharge of supernumerary officers, ete., 175. 

Employment of negroes in Army, 233, 

Exportation of cotton, 233. 3 

Functions of commanding general under habeas 
corpus act, 205. 

General for command, 194. 

Habeas corpus act, 232. 

Hospital rations, 175. 

Invalid Corps, 233, 234. 

Military resources, 341, 342. 

Operations in, 340-342. 

Orders, Circulars, series 1864: (Maxey) June 1, 
464, 

Orders, General, series 1864: 
685; (Greer) No. 15, 536. 

Organization, equipment, etc., of Army, 231-234, 

Organization, strength, etc., of troops: 

June 30, 1864, 520. 
Dec. 31, 1864, 989, 1182. 

Recruiting service, 84. 

Reserves, 536, 685. 

Scouts and guards to communicate with, 493, 494. 

Supervision and control of reserves, 685. 

Tobacco, 233. 

Trade and intercourse, 232, 233. 

Transportation of the Army. 

Impressment, 230. 

Officers, 492, 496, 534, 623. 

Operation and management of railroads, 89-93, 
209, 226-229. 

Provisions in transitu to arsenals, etc., 77, 175. 

Railroad, under control of Q. M.’s Dept., 77. 

Regulations, 6438, 644. 

Remarks, Secretary of War, C.S.. 239, 340. 

Tax in kind, 449. 

Treason. 
Habeas corpus act, 203, 204. 
Remarks, Jefferson Davis, 67-70. 


(Smith) No. 75, 


= ~ Congress, aOe S., 941, 962, 1026, 1033, 
Davis, Jefferson, 901, 953, 1045. 
Faris, R. C., 602. 

Georgia, Governor of, 416, 439, 442. 
"Hatch, F. H., 677. 

Hatch, L. M., 664. 

Johnson, H. V., 594. 

North Carolina, Governor of, 177. 


War Department, C. S., 177, 364, 465, 472, 587, | 


663, 678, 680, 975, 1028, 1029, 1032. 
Details, 1101, 1106-1109. ° 
Donativns by citizens, 1128. - 
Measures for relief of, 1033, 1045. 
Memminger, C. G., Secretary of the Treasury, 
1184. 
Principal officials, 1861-1865, 1184. 
Regulations, foreign commerce, 187-189. 
Regulations, overland commerce, 206, 207. 
Trenholm, G. A., Secretary of the Treasury, 1184. 
Treasury Notes. See Finance. 
Trenholm, George A. 
Correspondence. See Z'reasury Department, O.S. 
Mentioned, 559, 567, 597, 616, 662, 663, 673, 674, 681, 
719, 783, 784, 794-796, 899, 900, 951, 952, 981, 
1017, 1027,1028, 1072, 1096, 1128, 1132, 1151, EtS2, 
1155, 1156, 1169, 1184. 
Secretary of the Treasury, C.8., 1184. 
Trent, T. H., 285. 
Triplett, George W., 1190. 
Trippe, Robert P., 968, 1188. 
Trout, T. B. 
Correspondence: 
Guerin, H. C., 408. 
Myers, F., 413, 414. 
Rutland, J. M., 405. 
Mentioned, 402-404, 407, 408, 410, 411, 413. 
Trueheart, Daniel, 317. 
Tucker, Beverly, 85, 587. 
Tucker, Joseph W. 


Authority to destroy enemy’s property, 125, 239. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S.,125, 239. 


Mentioned, 239. 
Tucker, Julius G. 


Authority torecruit Union prisoners of war, 1083. 


Mentioned, 1029, 1030, 1083. 
Tuggles, Dr., 396. 
Turnbull, William, 966. 
Turner, Josiah, jr., 1191. 
Turner, Thomas P. 
Authority to recruit C.S. colored troops, 1144. 
Correspondence: 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen.’s Office, ©. 8. A., 1144. 
Davis, Jefferson, 446. 
Shinn, S. R., 1194. 
Turney, Peter. 
Correspondence, S. Jones, 1194. 
Turpin, Archer, 


Correspondence, Niter and Mining Bureau, 


C.S. A:,535, 
Tuttle, D. K., 698, 702. 


L Upton, J.D. 


| Vaden, Thomas, jr., 659, 660. ; 


ot 


Vallandigham, Clement = 638. 
Valley District. 


1864, 520. ee 
Vance, Zebulon B. ~~ 
Correspondence. See North Car IV. 
Mentioned, 23, 28, 98, 99, 358, 417, 432, 616, 6 
692, 735, 755, 820, 867, 932, 958, We 155, 
1114, 156,187. ois 
Van Dorn, Earl, 280. — = 
Vardenon, Parton, 395. _ , * 
Vaughn, John C., 697. 
Venable, A. W., 1186. 
Venable, C. W., 289. 
Vest, George G., 137, 1186, 1188, 1189, 1191. 
Veteran Soldiers’ Home. 
“Act of C.S. Congress, 107. 
Remarks, Jefferson Davis, 107, 108. 
Vice-President, C. S. 
Exemption from conscription, 179. 
Vidocq, Eugene F., 787. 
Villeré, Charles J., 137, 1188, 1190. 
Virginia, C.S.S., 522. 
Virginia, Steamer, 957. 
Virginia. 
Agricultural details, 1104. a 
Army records, 309, 310. : : 3 
Camp guards, etc., in conscript service Sept.9, 
1864, 633. 3 
Census statisties, 103. F 
Commissioner, habeas corpus act, 257. S 7 
Conference of impressment commissioners at 
Raleigh, N.C., 608. 
Consolidation of organizations, 535, 572, 618, 677, 
840. 
Deticiency in results of conscription, 854-856, 
858, 859. 
Deserters returned to Army, 359, 1109. 
Destitution of people, 285, 845-847. 
Direction and control of conscription, 854-856. 
Enforcement of conscription acts, 256, 268, 269, 
376, 665-669, 722, 723, 845-847, 906-913. 
Estimated percentage of white populangs fur- 
nished, 103. 
Estimate of military resources, 97, 635. 
Exhibits of conscripts enrolled, exempted, de- 
tailed, assigned, etc., 103, 359, 857, 1101-1109. 
Exportation of cotton, 114, 531, 532. 
Impressment of negroes, 40, 547, 548, 563, 564, 665, 
669, 672, 745, 746, 851-853. 
Tron furnaces, 832-835. 
Jurisdiction and sovereignty over ancient 
boundaries, 466. 
Liability of militia to conscription, 256. 
Measures to provide supplies, 556-558, 605, 606, 
611-613, 615, 624. 
Members of C. S, Congress, 1187, 1189-1191. 


ilpatrick’s Expedition against Richmond. 
Feb. 28-Mar. 4, 1864. 

ynchburg Oampaign. May 26-June 29, 1864. 
ew Market. Engagement, May 15, 1864. 


vania. Operations in, June 23-Aug. 8, 1864. 
Quota impressed slaves, 933. 
Remarks, schedules of prices. 538, 539, 544, 549- 
552, 559. 
Requisition for C. S. colored troops, 1166, 1169. 
_ Reserves, 424, 558, 559, 654, 655. 
Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., 54-57, 
271-274, 389-392, 686, 982-986, 1169-1173. 

Secret societies, 802-820. 

Sinking fund, 531, 532. 

State officers exempted from conscription on 
: certificate of Governor, 851. 
4 Virginia, Adjutant-General of. 

3 Correspondence: 
= Smith, F. H., 722. 
Virginia, Governor of, 722. 


4 Virginia, Governor of. 
3 Authority over C.S. troops in Virginia, 1182. 
Conference of Governors at Augusta, Ga., 735, 
736. 
Pc, Correspondence : 


Davis, Jefferson, 539, 671, 820, 1152, 1169. 
French, S. B., 557. 
Nicholls, F. T., 268. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 685. 
Virginia, Adjutant-General of, 722 
War Dept., C.S., 162, 256, 611, 613, 615, 1182. 
Message to State Legislature, 905-926. 
Recommends formatior of a State guard, 913, 
926-928. 
Requisition for slave labor, 1138, 1139. 
Virginia, Impressment Commissioners of. 
Correspondence, War Department, C.58., 54, 271, 
389, 982, 1169. 
Virginia, Secretary of State. 
Correspondence, War Department, C. S., 531, 532. 
Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 
Rolling-stock, 226. 
Virginia Central Railroad. 
Connections and extensions, 226. 
Rolling-stock, 226. 
Virginia Legislature. 
Assignment of R. E. Lee to command of Armies 
of Confederate States, 1030. 
Correspondence: 
Davis, Jefferson, 1030, 1035. 
War Department, C.S., 25, 41. 
Employment of negroes as soldiers, 1152. 


| Virginia Favlnisturestouieens <s 


| Shenandoah Valley, Maryland, and Pennsyl- 


. Impressment of slave labor, 1139-1148, A 
Message of the Governor, 905-926. se 
Release of slave labor on fortifications, 162. 
Resolutions, jurisdiction and sovereignty over 

ancient boundaries, 466. : 

Restrictions on transportation of food supplies 5 
to Richmond and Petersburg, 1035. see 

Withdrawal of slaves from within enemy 1g 
lines, 25-27, 41, 42. i 

Virginia Military Institute. 

Conscription, 722, 723. 

Virginia Reserve Forces. 

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 102, 723. 

Virginia Troops (€.). 

Artillery, Light—Battalions: 1st, 618. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Botetourt, 858; 
Fluvanna, 857; Goochland, 857; Jackson’s, 
858; Leyi’s, 858; Lewis’, 857; McComas, 857; 
Martin’s, 857; Norfolk Blues, 857; Parker’s, 
809; Powhatan, 858; Richmond Howitzers 
(Companies), Ist, 2d, 3d, 857; Rockbridge, 
857; Southside, 857. ; ‘Ss 

Artillery, Light—Regiments: 1st, 618. 

Cavalry—Battalions: 18th Reserves, 
27th, 535, 858; 34th, 858; 85th, 840. 

Cavalry—Regiments: Ist, 572, 858; 2d, 3d, 4th, 
bth, 6th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 18th, 14th, 
15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 21st, 22d, 
23d, 24th, 858; 25th, 535. 

Intantry— Battalions: 1st, 857; 2d (Local De- 
Sense), 618; 3d (Local Defense), 677; 6th 
(Local Defense), 618; 22d, 23d, 857; 30th 
(Sharpshooters), 857. 

Infantry-—Regiments: Ast, 2d, 857; 2d (Local 
Defense), 618; 8d, 857; 3d (Local Defense), 
677, 972; 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 
11th, 12th, 18th, 14th, 857; 15th, 610, 857; 
16th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 857; 19th (Militia), 
913; 21st, $57; 22d, 811, 857; 23d, 24th, 
25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st, 
82d, 83d, 34th, 36th, 387th, 388th, 40th, 
41st, 42d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 48th, 
49th, 50th, 51st, 62d, 58d, 857; 54th, 807, 
811, 857; 55th, 56th, 57th, 58th, 59th, 60th, 
857. 

Miscellaneous: Military Institute Cadets, 922. 

Voss, Zilman, 543. 

Vulture, Steamer, 957. 

Wade, James, 289, 290. 

Wagner, L. D., Brig, 1058. 

Wagner, William F., 94. 

Walker, Henry H., 665. 

Walker, J. J., 37, 90. 

Walker, Leroy P. 

Mentioned, 1184. 

Secretary of War, C.5S., 1184. 

Walker, N. B. 

Correspondence, Governor of Florida, 21. 

Walker, Norman 8. 
Correspondence, Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C 
Mentioned, 783, 902, 1117. 

Walker, R. Lindsay. 
Correspondence: 

McIntosh, D. G., 546. 
Pendleton, W.N., 546. 


1182; 


}.5.A., 295. 


T acncpoilti ice Governor of f Florida, ihe 
Waller, Richard P. — : : 
Correspondence: == 
McRae, ©. J., 156. 
Q. M. Gen.’s Office, C.S. A., 211, 288, 351, 674. 
Mentioned, 154-156, 210, 241, 297, 302,. 527, 673, 674, 
683, 716. 
Wallis, John S., 1072. 
Walter, H. W. 
Correspondence: 
Bragg, B., 393. 
Watson, J. W.C., 976. 
Walthall, Junius L. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 752. 
Mentioned, 322. 
Wang, Mr., 508, 514. 
Ward, George T., 1185. 
Ward, James E., 6, 7,525. 
Ward, William C. 
Correspondence, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral’s Office, C.S. A., 752. 
Ward, William H., 1058. 
War Department, C. S. 
Additional legislation for increasing Army 
urged, 58, 59. 
Auxiliary bureaus in Trans-Mississippi Depart- 
ment, 193, 194, 233. : 
Benjamin, J. P., Secretary of War, 1184. 
Breckinridge, J. C., Secretary of War, 1183, 1184. 
Campbell, J. A., Asst. Secretary of War, 1183. 
Condition, needs, etc., 975, 1064, 1071, 1073-1076, 
1084-1096, 1124, 1136, 1137. 
Controversy with Post-Office Department, C. S., 
52, 53, 70-74, 121-126. 
Correspondence: 

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
C. S. A., 52, 167, 269, 277, 278, 317, 318, 323, 353, 
387, 388, 394, 430,506, 510, 542, 558, 559, 578, 626, 
694, 714, 731, 740, 747, 754, 836, 838, 840, 882, 883, 
986, 992, 993, 995, 1012, 1029, 1030, 1061, 1081, 
1159, 1174. 

Alabama, Governor of, 3, 34, 37, 463, 466, 472, 
476, 477, 574, 618, 820, 821. 

Attorney-General’s Office, C. S., 318, 875, 876. 

Baldwin, J. B., 547, 563, 846. 

Baxter, S.S., 376, 378. 

Baylor, J. R., 960, 1035. 

Bayne, T. L., 155, 167, 240, 301, 365, 370, 417, 423, 
565, 574, 778, 1071. 

Beauregard, G. T., 240, 563. 

Bennett, J. M., 531, 532. 

Blackburn, J.C.S., 212. 

Blackman, H., 575. 

Bloodgood, M. H., 702. 

Bocock, N.F., 814. 

Bocock, T.S., 285 

Boteler, A. R., 257. 

Boyle, C., 604, 605, 624. 

Bragg, B., 312, 353, 354, 729. 

Bragg, T., 210, 218, 238, 256, 267, 274, 284. 

Brandon, W. L., 645, 821, 902, 965. 


_ Chesnut, J., jr., 645, 711, 712. 


731, 737, 742, 744, 751, 155, 780, 

858, 866, 882, 943, 947, ps 998, 

1112,1119. 
Burgwyn, H.K., 616. we 
Burwell, W.M., 226. ‘ “a 
Campbell, J. A., 262, 287, 377, 878, 547, 6 

740, 755, 903, 1005, 1065, 1066, 1120, 1124. — 
Carrington, I. H., 810, 812, 816, 864. _ 
Chapman, A., 771. 


Chilton, W. P., 58, 415. 
Clark, W. W., 105. 
Clopton, D., 58. ** 
Cobb, H., 18, 31, 33, 42, 48, 74, 113, 371, 439, 440, 
457, 462, 463, 477, 478, 502, 516, 538, 542, 543, 550, a 
644, 745, 748, 822, 964, 981, 991, 1009, pinata a 

Congress, C.S., 104. aS 

Courtney, T. E., 202. 

Curry, J. L. M., 212. 

Davis, Jefferson, 1, 6, 13, 14, 32, 49, 52, 197, 247, 
276-278, 322-324, 393, 430, 457, 501, 539, 545, 550- 
552, 565, 581, 602, 610, 634, 677, 714, 717, 718, 724, 
756, 802, 816, 824, 836-838, 850, 851, 902, 928, 943, 
961, 965, 971, 992, 995, 996, 1014, 1045, 1070, 1082, 
1094, 1095, 1099, 1112, 1136. 

Dawson, T. H., 575. 

Denegre, J., 565. 

Dickinson, J.S., 994. 

Dortch, W. T., 966. 

Echols, J., 805, 812. : 

Engineer Department, C.S. A., 40, 312, 392, 576, 2 
668, 742, 778, 839, 970, 980, 1007, 1019, 1020, 1058, 

. 1084, 1114, 1117. 

Estelle, W. N., 257. 

Fariss, R. C., 6038. 

Florida, Gaveriar of, 14, 45, 111, 499, 560. 

Forbes, J.M., 257. 5 : 

Gartrell, L. J., 105, 196. 

Georgia, Governor of, 25, 61, 164, 174, 243, 276, : 
545, 550, 612. 

Georgia, Q. M. General of, 64, 152, 167. 

Goode, J., jr., 544. 

Hamilton, P., 212, 248, 267. 

Hartridge, J., 105. 

Hennen, W. D., 211, 865. 

Hill, B. H., 105, 621. 

Hilton, R. B., 1007. 

Holmes, T. H., 645. 

Howenton, S. E., 524. 

Hunter, A., 445. 

Ingram, P., 105. 

Iverson, A., 575. 

Johnson, H. V., 105, 621, 662. 

Johnston, H. H., 212. 

Johnston, J. E., 240. 

Johnston, W., 968. 

Jones, S., 601, 669, 694. 

Kay, J.C., 210. 

Kean, R. G. H., 448. 


d 
" 


“ 


‘‘Native Georgian,” 693. 
Navy Department, C.S., 174, al 
Nisbet, BE. A., 225. 
Niter and Mining Bureau, C.S. A., 34, 589, 695, 
742, 835, 981, 1164. 
Noland, B. P., 261, 287. 
Nolting, A. W., 559. 
North Carolina, Governor of, 2, 4, 10, 23, 28, 42, 
118, 1538, 154, 169, 176, 184, 197, 201, 213, 285, 207, 
318, 375, 416, 425, 530, 555, 671, 958, 1063, 1118, 
1156. 
Ordnance Department, C. S. A., 18, 46, 83, 167, 
448, 589, 703, 704, 733, 742, 986, 1054, 1071. 
Ould, R., 336, 742. 
Parker, S. H., 531, 532.. 
Paxton, A. M., 282. 
Pemberton, J.C., 747. 
Pickett, G. E., 240. 
Polk, L., 10, 240, 258, 266, 294. 
Post-Office Department,’ C. S., 52, 10, 121, 124, 
126, 574, 657, 661. 
- Preston, J. T. L., 1093. 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A., 17, 18, 
65, 91, 227, 258, 292, 293, 499, 500, 556, 557, 589, 
599, 617, 618, 626, 672, 690, 716, 726, 741, 800, 974, 
1053, 1078, 1086. 
Ruffin, I’. G., 84, 283, 899, 941. 
Shepherd, V. I., 864. 
Sims, F. W., 91, 184. 
Smith, E. K., 76, 231. 
Smith, W. E., 1006. 
Smith, W.N. H., 614, 642. 
South Carolina, Adjt. and Insp. Gen. of, 1004. 
South Carolina, Governor of, 33, 39, 51, 77, 161, 
166, 185, 205, 404, 465, 513. 
State Department, C.S., 625 
Strickland, H., 105. 
Subsistence Department, C. S. A., 46, 91, 106, 
107, 379, 402-404, 477, 533, 535, 549, 589, 603, 615, 
* 687, 688, 719, 720, 730, 742, 785, 930, 974, 1027, 
1032, 1064, 1076, 1136, 1137. 
Surgeon-General’s Office, C.S. A., 28, 589, 719, 
742, 1073, 1111. 
Taylor, R., 688, 718, 735, 1078. 
Treasury Douartment C. S., 177, 364, 465, 472, 
587, 663, 678, 680, 975, 1028, 1029, 1032. 
Tucker, J. W., 125, 239., 
Tyler, G., 687. 
Virginia, Gov. of, 162, 256, 611, 618, 615, 1182. 


eee 


Pp 

Virginia, ihapsenseen Commissi D 

271, 389, 982, 1169. fk ¥ 
Virginia, Secretary of State, 531,532. 
Virginia Legislature, 25, 41. 
Whiting, W. H. C., 556,604. . - 
Williams, J. B., 806, 810, 816. in 
Winder, J. H., 377. 
Withers, J. M., 645, 848, 881, 1060, the : 
Wright, M. J., 694. : 
Young, B.H., "491. 
Details of enplaveet 305, 336, 337. 


Direction and control of impressed negroes, 898. 


Establishment, organization, etc., 943, 944. 
Estimates of appropriations, 771-779. 
Exportation of cotton from North Carolina, 4, 
10, 28, 29, 113, 114, 158, 154, 169, 184, 213. 
‘Impressment of supplies in North Carolina, 2, 3. 
Impressment regulations, 644, 645. 
Kean, R. G. H., Chief of Bureau of War, 1183. 
Official correspondence, 171, 720, 721, 1152. 
Operations, 1864, 324 -344, 756-771. 
Orders, Circulars, series 1865: Feb. 7, 1064. 
Principal officials, 1183, 1184. 
Purchase U. S. currency, 741, 742. 
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